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July 7, 19 1 

ar Bills 

hank you for your l tter of June 23. 

I appreci t yours ndin copie of your c t 
corr spondenc with Ch nter yr and th rticl 
that yo rote for re w st and r:t.1exas Monthl~. I re d 
your rticle with Inter -st nd h v· forwarded th to 
Elizabeth Ool , A si tant to th r sident for Public 
Li ion, he has be n orking closely with th 
variou v terans groups. 

Once again, my thanks for your intere tin bringing 
tbi infor tion to my att ntion. Hurriedly, but with 
b t reg rd. 

1r. Willi . royle, .Jr. 
· itor-in-Chi f 
J We t 
Post Offic So 69990 
Los Ang ls, C lifornia 90069 

Elizabeth Dole--FYI 

inc rely, 

A. ak r, III 
of St ff an 

A 

tant to th Presid nt 

... 



June 23, 1981 

Mr. Janes A. Baker III 
Assistant to the President and 

Chief of Staff 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
washington, D.C. 20500 

l HI \1 \t, \.:J,t 01 l \l ll(IH'l \ 

~ 
P.O. BOX 69990 
LOS ANGELES, 

CALIFORNIA 90069 
213-273-7516 

Dear Jim: 

I have enclosed a letter I sent recentl ✓ 
official in The \'mite House concernin Viet Nam veterans_.!-' 
along with copies of articles I wrote u e mat er in 
the~ magazines I edit, New West and Texas M:>nthly. 

I would hope you would give this matter a bit rrore thought. 
'Ihe administration is being presented a wonderful opportun
ity to lay the Viet Nam war to rest, to acknowledge the 
contribution of its veterans, and to give the idea of 
military service a well-needed shot in the arm. I hope 
this op:i;::ortunity does not develop over the sumrer into a 
deep embarrasSirent, which I believe,handled as it is being 
handled, it could. 

Sincerely, 

~ -
William Broyles, Jr. 
Editor-in-chief 

enclosures 



June 5, 1981 

Mr. Chase Untemeyer 
THE .WHITE HOUSE 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
washirqton, D.C. 20006 

Dear Chase: 

P.O . BOX 69990 
LOS ANGELES, 

CALIFORNIA 90069 
213-273-7516 

Enclosed is a cx,py of my oolumn fran the July issue of New West. I 
have also enclosed a feM cli:winJs fran yesterday's local papers. 

As I told you on the telei:none, it is my belief that the administra
tion is beinJ presented with a superb opportunity to lay the Viet Nam 
war to rest, an OR;X>rtunity which could very easily, in the next several 
-weeks, becate instead a potentially enbarrassinJ political problem. 

'!be situation is this: the twelve hUIXJer strikers are rrM in their 
third week. Two have already been hospitalized (I was there when 
they collapsed). 'lbese are oot Q1andian spiritualists; it's nDre like 
'!he Dirty Dozen goes on hUIY:Jer strike. I have net nDSt of them. '!hey 
strike ne as very decent, very patriotic, and very deteDnined nen. 'Iheir 
politics rarr;Je across the spectrum, but they are united by their frus
tration in dealinJ with the Veterans Administration and with their sense 
of mission in tJ:yinJ to gain sare rerognition for tttiat they gave to this 
CX)Ul'ltry. 

In my opinion, this Stall group is strikinJ a very responsive chord. 
'!be VA is the epitare of the sort of b.J.reaucratic insensitivity and 
incatpetence against which the President carrpaigned so -well. And as 
this strike goes on, it also seens to be dr~ everyone tttio reads 
ar hears about it into a feelinJ that I can only describe as atonement. 
I have been talkinJ to peq,le fran all walks of life all over Anerica, 
nDst of them oot veterans, and they keep sayinJ -we should do sarethinJ 
about the people \tbo fQUJht in Viet Nam. '!be acininistration should be 
leadin;J this novemant. 

lilat the administration has a chance to do is this: 

It can forcefully place itself on the side of millions of veterans 
in ~ir efforts· to gain decent and respectful treatment £ran a ootorious 
b.lreaucracy; 

- continued -



. . . -

Mr. Cllase Untenreyer - 2 - June 5, 1981 

It can take a trerendous step toward finally brin]ing hare all 
those Americans ~se service for their country has left than crippled 
in mind or body; 

And it can, nost inportantly, help unite all of us at last about 
the cause that so divided this country, a reconciliation that I believe 
the nation sincerely and deeply desires. 

}i:M to do this? 

I understand perfectly the reluctance to bcM to coercion. On the other 
ham, the problem of having the VA solve this problem is that the VA is 
the problan - its credibility is zero. On top of that, the President 
can hardly adopt Mrs. '!hatcher's approach. 'lhese rren aren't terrorists 
like Bobby Sands. 'Ibey are the veterans of this natioo' s nost recent 
war. '!heir hUIXJer strike is only going to gain in narenturn and publi
city. '!he administration will soon be in a oomer lrtlere it will clearly 
be seen as being coerced. At this stage there is still tine to seize 
the initiative, to reach out and embrace the veterans' cause, to close 
the wound of the war that their dem::>nstration is keeping open. 

I.et us not forget that a nation mistreats its veterans at its peril. 
For a decade after General MacArthur drove the W::>rld War I veterans 
rut of Washinftan with the cavalry this nation was able to do virtually 
nothm;J against the rise of Hitler to power in Europe. '!he plight of 
the Viet Nam veterans, if sufficiently dramatized (as this strike will 
do), may sindlarly hamstrinJ the President's efforts to pursue a strong 
defense p:>licy, particularly lrtlen it oc:.ues to the recruitnent of quali
fied personnel. 

In any case, I have a number of suggestions about how this might be 
handled, lrtlich I "'10Uld be happy to discuss. I should p:>int out, hcMever, 
that these hUIXJer strikers are rren \t.i'lO risked their lives for their coun
try before. 'llley seem to ne quite willm;J to do it again. I can't under
state their idealism - they aren't after anything for thanselves as 
irxlividuals - or their courage. I also can't uooerstate how powerful 
a symbol they are goin] to beoate if the administration does not nove 
quickly. '!heir specific deman::ls are beyond oontroversy - better treat
rrent for JI.gent Orange and delayed stress - so really the only question 
is \thether the President should ackrx:,wledge them and use their presence 
to etbraoe the cause of veterans and to brm;J this war - finally - to 
an em • 

• - continued -



Mr. Clase Untenreyer - 3 - June 5, 1981 

As Teddy Roosevelt said, the presidency is a rul.ly ptl.pit. No presi
dent has used it any better than President Reagan. But a president 
saretimes has to use whatever pulpit is at hand. 'lllere is one wa.itin:; 
in West IDs Angeles. 

Best; 

~-
William Broyles, Jr. 
F.ditor-In-Olief 



~ ~------------------------------------------------BEHIND THE LINES 

1AM A Viet Nam veteran. I was an 
infantry lieutenant with the marines in 
the rice paddies and jungles of I Corps, 

in the years 1969 and 1970. I did not go 
because I believed in the war-I didn't~ 
but I did not believe that just because I 
was educated and middle class I should be 
able to avoid a burden less privileged 
Americans were having to bear. Since 

· then I have gone about my life, reasonably 
untroubled by the experience. But lately I 
have been thinking about Viet Nam again, 
about what the war meant, particularly 
what it meant to veterans not as lucky as I 
was, veterans who still bear the physical or 
mental scars of that very unusual war, vet
erans who went to the wrong war but for 
all the right reasons, veterans who need 
their country . every bit as much now as 
their country once needed them. 

As I write this column, a small group of 
demonstrators is entering the third week 
of a hunger strike at the West Los Angeles 
Veterans Administration hospital. The 
catalyst of the demonstration was a Viet 
Nam veteran named James Hopkins. 
Hopkins had many of the symptoms
hearing loss, blackouts, flashbacks to the 
war, mysterious ailments, an inability to 
do sustained work- that Viet Nam vet
erans associate with the toxic herbicide 
Agent Orange (also linked to cancer and 
birth defects) and with the delayed stress 
syndrome, the time bomb ticking inside 
some combat veterans for whom the war 
has never ended. Hopkins tried several 
times to convince the VA his problems 
were caused by his service in Viet Nam, 
but was turned down. Then one day in 
March-fulfilling a fantasy common to 
Viet Nam veterans-he dressed in com
bat gear, drove a jeep through the hospital 
doors, and sprayed the ceiling with an 
M-16. Two months later, he was dead. 
After Hopkins's death, veterans began 
converging on Los Angeles. I look in their 
faces and I see the emotions, right on the 
surface, that I have long buried deep in
side. I have not seen such determination, 
such courage, such unity of purpose, such 
simple human love, since the war. They 
are men on one last mission, a mission to 
rescue their buddies from captivity, to free 
the Viet Nam hostages. They want ~tter 
counseling, Agent Orange research and 
treatment, and recognition of the delayed 
stress syndrome. They also want President 
Reagan to meet with them. If he really 
believes Viet Nam was a "noble cause," 
they ask, "then what about us?" 

I'm sure that it's often hard to imagine 
what these veterans are so mad about. 
After all, the war has been over for years. 
Why can't they just join the American 
Legion like everybody else? But Viet Nam 
was a different sort of war. Only a few of us 

' 

[MARINES MEMORIAL SERV ICE, DA NANG, ) 969] 

"In my mind, in the 
minds of thousands of 

Viet Nam veterans 
across America, one 
word began to form. 

That word was: 
sucker." 

ended up having to fight. Most Americans 
avoided military service, and even most 
military men avoided combat. That was 
particularly true for the colonels and gen
erals--our commanders-who passed the 
war in permanent houses, catered to by 
servants, eating splendid food flown in 
fresh from the Philippines and Japan. We 
had no support from the proverbial folks 
back home-in fact, because the war was 
so hated, we were hated, to the point that 
many veterans remember fearing for their 
lives as they went through airports in uni
form on their way home. An amputee tells 
this story: "I had just got home, and a girl 
came up to me and asked how I lost my 
leg. 'Viet Nam,' I said. 'Serves you right,' 
she replied, and walked off." 

That's why it hurt to see the welcome the 
Iranian hostages were given, particularly 
when Viet Nam veterans thought about 
their own homecomings--stranded out
side the troop center, spit on in public 
places, or left, as I was, to find my own way 
to the Los Angeles airport. I remember 
walking the streets of Georgetown in 
Washington, D.C., dressed in my PX chi
nos and wearing my jungle boots {the only 
shoes I had). At first I felt self-conscious
I wanted my hair to be longer, I wanted to 
have on bell-bottom blue jeans. I wanted, 
in short, to deny to the world I had ever 
been there. But then I realized that what l 
took to be embarrassment was nothing of 
the sort-I was, quite simply, invisible. 

I have been trying, since then, to forget 

about Viet Nam. I didn't have time to 
dwell on it. Almost everyone else I had 
known before the war was almost three 
years ahead of me. They had gone to law 
school or medical school or to Washington 
to work. They had good jobs and families, 
and I had some jungle boots and a seabag 
full of souvenirs. No one-no one- I 
knew in college or at Oxford went to Viet 
Nam. In my mind, as it did in the minds of 
thousands of veterans across America, one 
word began to form, taking shape slowly 
over the years. That word was: sucker. 

I first felt that way in Viet Nam. We 
had spent the day humping up and down 
muddy mountains, fighting our way 
through dense thickets of razor sharp ele
phant grass, hacking down walls of bam
boo, and had finally dug into a position on 
a hilltop overlooking a river about twenty 
miles east of Da Nang. Our mission was to 
harass the units that were launching 
rocket attacks on the Da ang area and 
the huge concentrations of noncombat 
American troops there. We were sitting 
quietly around our foxholes eating cold C 
rations and trying to pick leeches off our 
bodies when my battalion commander 
came over the radio and ordered me to 
send a patrol across the river to locate a 
team of North Vietnamese Army troops 
(NVA) who had fired rockets into my divi
sion's headquarters area near Da Nang. 

I passed the word to my squad leaders 
that Da Nang was being rocketed , an 
event that to me, since I was new in Viet 
Nam, seemed calamitous-as if I were 
hearing that Coventry was being bombed, 
or Pearl Harbor being attacked. My squad 
leaders, however, were overjoyed, and as 
the news spread through our little hilltop, 
cheers went up, cheers from Mexican kids 
from the barrios, from black kids from 
Mississippi and Watts, from Chicago eth
nics, from mountain kids, all dressed in 
rotted fatigues and covered with sores. 
They cheered because those Americans 
lolling around the great base cities in the 
rear were the symbols of the war's unfair
ness, they had everything we did not, and 
we also were convinced they didn't care 
about us. 

That was the Viet am combat vet
eran's lesson: you are alone, no one else 
shares your experience or cares about it . 
Only your buddies matter. And so there 
grew up throughout Viet am, in the 
combat units, a sense of commitment
yes, love, among the men who lived, 
fought, suffered, and died together. Patrio
tism may have been part of it in the begin
ning, back in the world with family and 
girlfriends around, but in Viet Nam pa
triotism didn't matter-it was irrelevant. 
You took your turn on point, pushing into 
the terrible unknown of the jungle, you 

By William Broyles, Jr. 
N:tw WuT /7 _ _:__ _____ ___________________________ . -- --
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went up the hill under fire, you crawled 
out to bring back your wounded, you did 
what soldiers in combat do not for your 
country: you did it for your buddies. 

In Viet Nam the sense of friendship 
within combat units was intensified by the 
nature of the war. With few exceptions, 
Viet Nam was a war fought by companies 
and platoons. There were no large opera
tions, no dramatic pushes to the Rhine, no 
strategy of any kind in which the indi
vidual could feel a part of anything but his 
own little section of the map. Our pla
toon's mission quickly became a special 
one, unrelated to any command from 
higher up: our mission was to survive. 
When, for example, a major, drunk after a 
long night of carousing with female Fil
ipino singers, ordered me to send patrols 
out into a territory infested with NVA, we 
simply faked the patrols on our radios, 
talking to each other a few feet away as if 
we were crossing rivers, climbing hills, 
taking up positions, and so on. We weren't 
going to risk our lives for him. It was that 
simple. For each other, yes, we would. But 
that was because each other was all we 
had. We had no country to fight for. Our 
country was ashamed of us, hated us. We 
were alone, as alone as so many Viet Nam 
veterans feel today. · 

Viet Nam was not a prou'd chapter in 
our nation's history: celebrations are not in 
order. But there is an innocence about this 
country, a lack of understanding about, 
and a freedom from, the true burdens of 
history. Here are the facts: we sent almost 
3 million young Americans to war there, 
and 57,000 of them didn't come home. 
More than a quarter million were 
wounded, a hundred thousand disabled. 
As much as we would like to forget all 
that, we can't just pick up and move on, 
leaving the human wreckage behind, the 
way the pioneers would leech out the earth 
-and then move west. 

I can still see the men in my platoon. 
They were the harvest of the American 
heartland, kids whose average age could 
not have been more than twenty. Some of 
them died, and they deserve a memorial 
more fitting than the hurt that still dwells 
in the hearts of their families. As it hap
pens, some veterans are trying to raise 
money for a Viet Nam memorial in Wash
ington, D.C., that would contain the 
names of everyone who died in the war. 
Donations can be sent to Vietnam Vet
erans Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 37240, 
Washington, DC 20013. 

But our main responsibility is to the 
living. Many veterans still need help. They 
could use jobs, medical care, understand
ing, and support. They could use a nation
al effort, led by the president; to make the 
VA responsive to their special needs. And 
they could also use, these many years 
later, a belated word of thanks. We owe 
them niuch more than we could ever give, 
but at the very least we could begin by 
treating them with decency and respect. I 
was there. I know they deserve it. -

r ---- --·-- - -
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MEMORANDUM 
.. - OF CALL 

. TO: 

0 YOU WERE CALLED BY- 0 YOU WERE VISITED B~ 

iJ_ ~~~ ·~ O _ 
OF Cq,.,nlzatl,on) . 1 

_ 

_ {J; I,{,~ . 

o PLEASE CALL - ~g[f ~· ~ 3 r o FTS 

D WILL CALL AGAIN 

D RETURNED YOUR CALL 

MESSAGE 

RECEIVED BY 

63-109 

D IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

0 WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

I DATE I TIME . 

OU.S. G.P. O. 1980-311-156/ 16 

lfAICMD ,._ 13 (11ft. 8-76) 
"'-rilled ti, GSA 
FPMR (41 CFIQ 101-11.6 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI NGT ON 

To: Marilee Melvin 
Mr . Meese ' s Office 
x2235 

April 2,1981 

From: Morton Blackwell ' s Office 

We spoke with Mr . Hamel about the Vietnam 
Veterans project. It sounds very good , but 
we would like more information on how they 
are going to handle the money, and who will 
be responsible for it. 

I~ 9 .,,k,--ia 
., /✓...., 

0 1,/~ I? 'I 
1-..-_......,-.,c- ;tJ_Q_, 

I I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H INGTON 

26 March 1981 

NOTE FOR MORTON BLACKWELL 

FROM: MARILEE ME N 
Mr . Meese's Office 
x223 5 

Could you follow up with Mr . Hamel for 
Ed Meese? He wants to explain his project 
for Vietnam Veterans to s omeone . He is 
currently working at GSA, though he says 
this is a privately gene rated projec t. 

Let us know how we should handle this if 
he calls us back. 

Thanks . 

; 

..... . 



• J 

• ' M f MORAND UM 

THE WHlTE HOUSE 

WA S HINGTON 

25 March 1981 

NOTES FOR ED THOMAS 

FROM : MARILEE MELVIN 

SUBJECT : Notes from the Day 

Gor don Hamel (currently with the General Services Administration) 
wants to talk to Mr . Meese -- or you -- or someone designated ---
to talk about a proposal, using White House influence, corporations, 
entertainment and the media , to put unemployed Vietnam Veterans 
to work ; the funding will be kept for counseling services and for 
the construction of a national war memorial . They are seeking 
White House influence for the project by a sanction for their 
efforts to reach ma jor corporations to fund/support the project. 
This sanctioning might come by statement or appearance of White 
House staff. He believes it has some political benefits for the 
White House . . 

Hamel is doing this project in conjunction with another individual; 
though he works at GSA it is not a government project . 

Telephone numbers: 275-6118 (office) or 573-3684 (home) 

Set up meeting with Ed Meese 

,/ set up meeting with Ed Thomas 

,I Refer t o Morton Blackwell on Eliz. Dole's staff 
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/ T l-}~ WHITE HOUSE 

I WASHINGTON 

6-J'- -

Date _____ _ Time ___ _ 

CALLED TO SEE YOU WILL CALL AGAIN 

WANTS TO SEE YOU URGENT 

RETURNED YOUR CALL 

Operator 

EFFICIENCY® LINE NO. 4725 AN AMPAD PRODUCT 

t 
~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 

l 
r"') 

~ 

M 
\ 

c-
~ 

~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.fl ~ ~ U . AY~ ~- -
- a to~ - ~'/9-o 

--- v~,~~~ . de,~ ~ ~ -J1t, 

o2t1~~~~ 
~ I J,t6 ./., Ct.)~. ,,/), C, • 

lu-ff.~,!o ~~ 

cJo ~~~4~ 
vd~~~~. 



MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL 

~SE CALL- ~&~1~·Je,,lJ?# S «io mi 
D WILL CALL AGAIN D IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

D RETURNED YOUR CALL D WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

MESSAGE 

63-109 

~ U.S . G. P . 0. 1980-31 1- 156 / 16 

1 ' r,~ 
(ptP (J~ u--.u• THE w f _1TE H O U SE 

WASr 1NG T O N 

/) 

----~--------------~-------
MEMORANDUM 

OF CALL 

T&. ~ 
-"---"--'e..-=- ~~4-+11«~ 
~OU WERE CALLED BY- L) YOU WERE VISITED BY-

----=--___::.----'-- □ FTS 

D WILL CALL AGAIN 
-□ IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

D RETURNED YOUR CALL D WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

MESSAGE · . B~~ 1:1--c e,,.b__u-~ . 
. ' ~~:;:a, 

J1I. I✓• ~~ //~ D~ 
~ ~~ {/ 

RECEIVED BY / ~ 

63-109 
A9 63 (tiff. 8-76) 

PNcribed bJ GSA 

~ U. S . G.P.0 . 1980- 311 -1 56 / 16 
FPMR (41 CfR) 101-11.6 

THE WHITE L ousE 

WASHIN~ ·ON 

I 
I 

I 



ptEMORANDUM 
OF CALL 

> I - ; ~ 
TO: ,.~ 

[J_.you WERE CALLED BY- □ YOU WERE VISITED BY-

~ ~~ 

□ WILL CALL AGAIN □ IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

□ RETURN ED YOUR CALL □ WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

_____ _,,.-..---

Date ________ Time ____ _ 

W~IL~V~U WERE OUT 
M M~~Mo12M~ 
cf(/)~~~ 
Phone -1~ - 3.s--t / 

-A-:--re-a-c-=--o"".'de ___ N,::u;;;.m::;.be=r~-..:~Ext~e::::n:.sloLn--

TELEPHONEO PLEASE CALL 
CALLEO TO SEE YOU WILL CALL AGAIN 

WANTS TO SEE YOU URGENT 

NO. 4725 AN AMPAD PRODUCT 

MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL 

(Jl,r~ □ YOU WERE YIS,TEO BY-

~~~~ 
OF (Or•anlzation) 

[}1(EASE CALL - ~~g~J~f· 2.2 ~ - ~ 8-'b/ □ FTS 

□ WILL CALL AGAIN □ IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

□ RETURNED YOUR CALL □ WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

RECEIVED BY g 
63-109 

OU.S. G.P.O. 1980•311-156/ 16 

1
9~ I TIME 
7, /Lj'l(f 
/ MDMD ro1111 63 c11n. ~16> 

"'-rilled bJ GSA , 
FPMR (41 CfR) 101-11.6 

To _______________ _ 

Date ________ Time ____ _ 

Phone ______________ _ 

Area Code Number Extension 

TELEPHONED PLEASE CALL 

CALLED TO SEE YOU WILL CALL AGAIN 

WANTS TO SEE YOU URGENT 

I RETURNED YOUR CALL I I 
Message_ ...... 3c..::?'J~ _ - ....;::;o1.,i<?-&.---'""'-"Z'-----

3t9 - d,?Zf 

Operator 

EFFICIENCY(,) LINE NO. 4725 AN AMPAD PRODUCT 



~~ f)/11&~ 

qt) k- fJ&~~,c;e....-' ~-------
c 

fa-r,e~ y-o Y B 
}y-f_ ( Q,,, ,{, 'r' ,<A-) 

/~/,~ 



Date ~3 Time ____ _ 

WHILE YOU WERE OUT 

:~•~ 
Area Code Number Extension 

TELEPHONED PLEASE CALL 

CALLED TO SEE YOU WILL CALLAGAJN 

WANTS TO SEE YOU URGENT 

M 

() 

Operator 

EFFICIENCY@ LINE NO. 4725 AN AMPAD PRODUCT 
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.•_ ~liilipGeyelin ;., .. ?=> I ,1- 1>/i ,··.~~~ 
A 'Noble Cause'.L6st? .:~ :.;, 
· Much has been made, ·and quite ;ghl,~ ' woWd dangle the carrot of aid ~ educa- // 
ly, of the Reagan administration*s deci- tion and 'other ,q,mpen.sation for. time 
sion to shut 1'.lown some ·91 "storefront" . lost '1nd. seryice rendered. 'Fhe · hope 
counseling centers for, Vietnam veterans i .would be ro avoid haying to use the stick 

. across the country. But that is orilf the d' conscription. . • 1 
first wave of the assault on Vietnllll! War · B~t just how enticing is that carrot 
veterans by David Stockman's Office -0f , likely to look to potential volunteers 
Management and Budget. . , · . . when, · at the same . time, oomparable 

As if by the most careful calculation, bene~t.s for, the most recent :generation 
0MB has gone through the federal of veterans .are among the first items sin
budget {llld neatly -excised programs of gled out for budget cuts in• a government 
the Labor and Education departments, economy drive? · 
as well as the Veterans Administratfon, You ·•think the present generation. of 

· specifically designed to help those. who . potential ~terans. won't notice? Per
served in the µiilitary in the Vietnam haps. But it won't be for lack of effort by "' 
years. Marked for -extinction are efforts the Vietnam veterans, iiiready thor
to hire the disabled; to find jobs for the oughly · aroused by Stockman's handi
unemployed; to promot.e 'education @d ·work. Their uumbers, you ,could •Y• Jtre 
vocational training; to deal with psycho- relatively SJDall: Some 9 million men and 
logical readjustment; to ease the'uxiety ' women were in uniform 'in the Vietnam 
and provide ~ical attention · for those . years, of. which about 2.6 million .actually 
fearful of·exposure to the toxic effects _ol: eerv~ in ' the combat zone. ~ - it · ii, 

· the dreaded hed>icide Agent Orange. · , often said that the Vietnam experience , 
Says one Vaetnam vetel'a,D advocate in .fur most ~terans was, in fact, . not all 

the · Labor Department: "It.'s a ~t ~t much more stressful than in other 
of the only benefitB that we were able to ," wars. , , · " , · . . , · 
get in all of the last 10 years:" Total sav- '· ·But more than ·enOI.Jgh nispectea psy. 
ings: $70 million-less than one percent chologist.s and psychiatri!!t.s have come 
-Of tot.al VA ootlays: , . , '"' · · 'up with penruasive ·eyidence that just as 
. Now where, you might ask, does this .Jhe war was distinctively desti;uctive, ~ · 
special pleading fit into a column regu- · was it.s emotional impact .on many of 
larly devoted to foreign policy and mat- those. who were caught up in it and it.s 
ten having to do with national security? .aftereffects. · 
I would tum to President ,Reagan's own Last year, in his .famous defense of the 
spoken record to make the ~nnection. .. Vietn~ effort as a "noble cause," Rea-

"BecaUBe our national secqrity is so gan was at pains to note that "we have 
dependent upon the people in our armed ''been shabby in our treatment of those 
fon:es, we must do all in oui power to as- who returned." Last month, hailiilg their 
IUle that they are of the highest cahl>er," valor' he t.alked of Vietnam veterans, not I 

Beagan told tile American Legion last • 'having been "defeated" but• having 
year, in mid-campaign. "The ~ to been "denied permission to win." 
building and retaining effective military · Does it not occur to him that this ex
forces i8 to encourage people to pursue a perience alone must have taken eome 
career in the eervioes of their choice." oonsiderable emotional and peychiairic 

One way to "attract and retain SU· toll? . 
perior people," he went on, is "to restore Psychologist John Wilson, director of 
the GI Bill, one of the JOOSt effective, a definitive study, "The Forgotten War
equitable and .eocially important pro- riort argues that "appallingly few psy
grams ever devised." . chiatric people know anything about 

True to bis word, the pn!lident is sup- Vi~ veterans-they are misdiag
porting a new peacetime GI Bill to pro- noeed, mist.reated." He estimates there 
flde education and other benefits for the are a half-million or eo alienated Viet-, 
military veterans of the future. But in nam wterans beyond the reach of con-
the 'Y81'Y ume budget he would strip '8Dtiobal VA medical help. ; , . 
away a prorition.t.bat would haw a- Hence the 91 VA "out.a:each ~" 
·t.ended for another two "811 the expira- in ·modeat, unforbidding ctqrefronta, 
tion dat.e of GI Bill education benefits maaaed ... ly by fellow Viet.nam •t
for thole who 891d in the time cl the erans. Thoae are the community-baaed 
Vietnam War. . operafioa David 'St.ockman woµld dis- · 

That is precisely the part cl the con- band, on the ground that the ~tabliahed 
nectioo between national 1eCUrity and facilities of the federal government can · =licy on tile treatment accorded do the job. · · , · 

-ve1ierane that the preilident and . That ia.not om, u.t...bhv." It iB aJao an 
hie hadget-cutten an't Jllim to maJre. invitaaon 1er a "~" ,political , 
· In ~ eft'orts to make IDilit.ary aervice . outer)' that, howeffl- indireetly, cannot · · 
~ attractive, -~ boncnble ~having~ repereussioaa for the 
~ lay to at that part of the~ llii6tary ~by~ for 
Villtnem a,ndrome--4be .,. .. ,. 8Dt at.ionall8CUrity. . ,. . 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

26 March 1981 

TO: 

FROM: 

MORTON BLACKWELL 

MARILEE MELVINr 

For yo u r information: 

We received a call from Michael King from a Vietnam 
Ve t e rans group in Boston (617) 522-4098 or (617) 566-7984, 
to remind us that Sunday, March 29th was the first Vietnam 
Ve t e ran s Day in the country, and would like a Presidential 
message -- they have requested same by letter. 



MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL l 

0 YOU WERE CALLED BY- 0 YOU WERE VISITED BY-

&Jg 6--(~ 
OF (0,_•nlon) (T 

e1-ol- KQ~ - 6 &; ocr 
0 PLEASE CALL- ~g~~--------- □ FTS 

□ WILL CALL AGAIN 

0 RETURNED YOUR CALL 

□ IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

0 WISHES AN APPOINTM~NT 

RECEIVED BY - I DATE I TIME 

63-109 

~U. S . G.P .Q. 1980~311-156/ 16 
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President Ronald Reagan 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
washingtcn, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Forgotten Brigade 
5 Sherbone Place 
Sayreville, N.J. 08872 

February 17, 1981 

This is for your imnediate review. we believe we have your support. 
("Theirs was a ncble cause.") 

We will be in touch via other channels but felt an abligaticn to alert 
you to a forthcaning event to which your attendance will be requested. 

OJ.r feeling is that this effort will not only rectify an inequity but will 
further enhance a wonderful sense of America currently in resurgenre. We 
reccgnize your already substantial contributions in this r9:rard. 

Sincerely, 

for the Forgotten Brigade 

Phillip S. Cano 
(212) 751-7065 -0-
(516) 676-3491 -H-

Q~i~~ 
(201) 826-8600 -0-
(201) 254-7484 -H-



THE FOffiOI'IEN BRIG AIE 

A HOMECCXVIIID 
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I THE EVENT 

On the 26th of April 1981, America will have the opportunity at long 

last, to welcome home her sons - who willingly served, with honor and 

distinction, in a conflict for whose origin they had no responsibility. 

That they served is a fact; that they were, in great measure, ignored 

and even vilified, for their actions is reprehensible, particularly 

when future generations may be called to serve and are presented with 

this historical scar on the national psyche. 

These several million came out of the fabric of American life, from 

cities, from farms, from ghettos, from all over the place that was 

built and protected by previous generations of citizen soldiers just 

like them. They straggled back to Arrercia and, mostly, weaved again 

into the fabric. But 55,000 of them are eternal footnotes to what many 

Arrericans at home were calling a silly mistake. And hundreds of thousands 

of others suffer on today ... in pain, psychological and physical, largely 

in silence, confusion and bitterness. 

We believe that America would gladly embrance the opportunity to 

welcome her Vietnam Veterans back in a national gesture of appreciation. 

On an ordinary Sunday in April, this forgotten brigade will come home. 

They are proud of their corrr.iitment to America and, we think, America 

wi 11 pay homage to these ordinary citizens whose common virtue was duty. 



. . 
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II HOW IT HAPPENS 

A. Full page advertisement.: i-n major metropolitan newspapers 

-Alerts Vietnam veterans and the nation to -the forthcoming event 

and its purpose 

-Establishes a communication outlet -via an 800 phone nurmer 

-Solicits donations for the event and for veterans' aid 

(Specific financial use to be detennined) 

-Keys additional media participation (radio, television, newspaper) 

B. National volunteer network 

-A volunteer system in each of the 50 states to infonn Vietnam 

veterans of their role in the march (when they should be in New 

York City, attire, order of march, accomodations, etc.) 

For example: The veterans call the 800 nurrber, are asked what 

state they are from, and are given a state number to call for 

specific instructions. 

III THE PROBLEMS BETWEEN TODAY AND APRIL 

A. Money - seed money for advertising, phone and office is essential. 

Approximately $100,000 will be needed. 

B. Tighter organization and support. We need unanimity and cooperation 

between all official veterans' groups. This is a one time effort and 

completely apolitical. Accordingly, support should be a matter of 

obligation not opportunism and a common effort in all respects. 

C. Execution of details. 

-A parade permit 

-A response by the media 

-Guests of honor; gold star parents 

-official recognition 



I. 

(sample newspaper ad) 

ATTENTION VIETNAM VETERANS AND AMERICANS THAT WANT TO REMEMBER THEM 

It is 1981 and Vietnam is a long time ago for America. But for the 
Vietnam veteran it is an enigma. He was, and is, ignored -- except 
in. ·Hollywood where he is portr-ayed .as bizarre. 

Who are they? Your sons, your fathers, your friends, your sisters. 
They went when they were called and served proudly and well, just 
like Americans always did. The very best this country had went to 
a place that changed us all. When they came home, America was trying 
to forget Vietnam. The process worked, but Arrerica forgot the Vietnam 
veteran. 

We think, given the climate of the times, our nation would like to 
welcome the Vietnam veteran back. 

On April 26, this FORGOTTEN BRIGADE, your Vietnam Veterans, will 
assemble in New York and finally come home. 

This takes money. We'd like a $1.00 check from everyone who supports 
the effort to be sent to the forgotten Brigade. c/o 

Vietnam Veterans may call 1-800-000-0000 for instructions. 

ADVERTISEMENT TO BE RUN IN THE FOLLOWING NEWSPAPERS: 

1) New York Times 

2) Chicago Tribune 

3) Philadelphia Enquirer 

4) Boston Globe 

5) Los Angeles Times 

6) Dallas Fort Worth 

7) Atlanta Constitution 

8) Washington Post 
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President Rona 1 d -Rea·gan 
1600 Pennsylvani1a Ave. N.W. 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Forgotten Brigade 
5 Sherbone Place 
Sayreville, N.J. 08872 

February 17, 1981 

This is for your immediate review. We believe we have your support. 
("Theirs: was a nob 1 e cause. 11

) 

We wi~l be in touch via other channels but felt an obligation to alert 
you to a forthcoming event to which your attendance will be solicited. 

Our feeling is that this effort will not only rectify an inequity but 
will further enhance a wonderful sense of America currently in resurgence. 
We recognize your already substantial contributions in this regard. 

Sincerely, 
Conmittee for the Forgotten Brigade 

Phi 11 i p S . Como 
(~12) 751-7065 S (516) 676-3491-H 

William J. O'Sullivan Jr. 
(201) 826-8600 -B (201) 254-7484-H 
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