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When she did get home from Vietnam. she was a
nervous wiock, she says after a silence. “Vietnam was
really hard on me. did not sounce well.™

‘Just Jangle:d’

There was b etnam to deal with. a serious ilinessin her
fam lv and 11e fact that she had yet to come to terms
with beingdivorced. asituation that preceded Vietnam.
Aboeur 18 months after she was back. she savs
1ed 1nd went into therapy.

she

or
“1was just jungled.” she suid of her overall condition.

She has gotten on with he: lite and gotten on well. She
hus had a few serious relat.onships with men. although
none current:y, aad feels: ny problems with intimacy
:eirs than hers. She has moved to Los
Angeles. given up nursing but draws on that back-
ground in a unique job that she loves. The trouble in
her face goes awiy when she describes her work.
Overall, however. it seems there is much that has her
still jungled and i pain.

were more

Therapy was hel ‘ul to her. vhe sayvs. although she
never did deal w -h what went on in the emergency
room.

“1think I mentioned it—1 don't recotlect. T dealt with
the exhaustion- - but the actual scene. the war wounds.
i dont recall. I'm not surce it it would haie helped.
They are not muted by tme. They don’t come back as
often. but they are not muted when they come ™

ERE Y

They went to war. Theyv did not kill or get killed. They
often went through hell. though. and whbether they
have told thern or not. they have their war stories.
Not much is known about the women who served in
the military in Victnam or their whercabouts and
conditions now.

Estimates abound. tiguresvarying withinand between
military departments and the Veteruns Administration.
Depending on the source. there were [8X.000-192.000
women in the military during the ycars ol the Vietnam
conflict. Anyvwhere from 7.000 to 55.000 of them are
thought to have served in Victnam. No one was
keeping those statistics at the time. and now. “the
records have been retired.” mititary public affairs
personnel tend to say. warchoused in the government’s
storage facilities in St. Lows. The informal consensus
seems to be that there were far less than 55.000 of
them. and that the majority were in medical positions.
especially nursing.

They came home. usually spent another six months to
a vear in service before being discharged and then
disappeared into civilian fife. Increasingly. however.
there is ¢ aestion about how thoroughly or well they
have been able to readjust to peacetime. American
soc s end themselves.

Of o comparative few who have sarfaced as

veterans with past or current pfoblems
*o the war, it is apparent that delayed stress
< s not necessarily a man’s disease.

fhe svndrome - mild or severe delayed reactions to
ewy of war—includes depression. flashbacks.

nires, guilts anxicty attacks. suicidal iendencies.
ac headaches, spontancous anger. alcohol or
ahuse. inability to concentrate. inability to

1 refationships, avoidance of intimacy.

Irome s not peculiar to Vietnam. People come
all wars suffering similar reactions. [t is
sulhvo b not universally acknowledged. however,
circumstances of the war in Vietnam exacer-
hute it an undeclared war played out in no-win

RIS

comditions against an enemy who is hard to define or
wientiiv: an uapopular and increasingly unjustified
3 v Am

ans: the absence of a unifving
:d ideology that would justufy one’s

amvth

homc.
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Suggestions have been-made, however, that more of an
attempt be made to reach women—through advertising,
special programs. locations and staff.

Judith Saunders. a clinical specialistat the VA hospital
in Brentwood who has a doctorate in nursing. made
such suggestions in late 1979 when the centers were
first opening. Her actions came. she said recently. out
of her general knowledge that women veterans' medical
needs have never been a priority with the VA,

“The Vet Centers are one of the
ost creative programs we’ve
ever had,” she said. “I do not want
to take away from that...I just
want women not to be second-

class citizens with the VA.”

Although Operation Outreach iy so new. with some
centers ust opening now. it faces an uncertain future.
Phe centers are not enmvisioned as permanent fixtures
and current funding tor them runs out in 1982, Witha
new administration about to take over. their future is
doubly uncertain and some people within the VA are
espectally sensitive o eriticism of them.

“Since the number of women is so much smaller.™
Shad Meshad said in Los Angeles. "it's like a minority-
1t just does not get the grease. Thev're not loud
cnough- like women in our society in general... The
Vet eenters are tryving, We really have 1o figure out a
way to reach the women. Women have not come in
yet.

Atleastonewoman has comein, And shedid so when
~he glanced at her television and caught an image of
Shad Mceshad. whom she had known in Vietnam.
talking about the new prograni. She rushed to the Vet
center in Baltimore. she said recently. and has been
gomng buck once a week tor individual counseling.

‘Probably Saved My Life’

“I'm trying to figure out.” she said of her counseling
sesstons. “why for the past cight vears. | have been
having problems keeping anything organized. having
any continuity in my life, It's so good to unload it now.
I'd been walking around with this inside me. It's
probably saved my life.”

She means that. Since she iy a nurse studyving for her
bachelor’sdegree and planning towork asa psychiatric
nurse mn community mental health, she wilt not use her
name. Not when she covers the scars where she slit her
wrist with a watchband. talks of periods of heavy
drinking. depressions. the mistake of marrving an
alcoholic. abusive husband.. It does not sound good.
She has her war stories- an overly sensitive woman
not pssched up to kill or hate Vietnamese people
having to deal with the consequences of an orphange
of 300 children being rocketed. an affair with a doctor
who turned out not to be divoreed after all. the
unrelenting sight of the gurneys going out to meet the
helicopters, the constant experience of loss and fear of
getting too close 1o her patients...

For all that. however, she says. "My experience in
Vietnam was for more positive than having to come
buck and coper” with the hostility. with her own
feelings ofalicnatipn, with herinability. after so much
responsibility and life and death situations. to have to
take seriously the prospect of supervising corpsmen
washing down the bedsprings in an Army hospital in
New Jersey

Like Linda Van Devanter. she went into therapy and
like herconneected none of her problems with Vietnam,

“It just didn't click.” she said. With the exception of
drinking. she could never seem to get on top of her
problems. That is beginning to happen now, she said.
with the counseling she is receiving.

‘I Realize It’s Vietnam’

“Now that [ realize it’s Vietnam. 1 can usc the
information from there and apply it.™

Not every woman who served in Vietnam regards
herselfas a victim of delayed stress or thinks she needs
therapy. Chris McGinley Schneideris one veteran who
feels she handled Vietnam as well as could be expected
and has successfully readjusted to the rest of ber life,
That does not mean that she thinks it was casy beinga
22-vear-old nurse at the evacuation hospital in Vietnam
and then coming home to hear a neighbor complaining
how all the guppies in the fish tank were dving.

“1 had a hard time adjusting when | got home.™ she
said recently one morning at her home in San Gabriel.
“There was no transition program or deprogramming
tfor us. It would have helped me tremendousty.™

To those general conditions must be added for the
women who were there. the nzture of their jobs. the
lact they were women in a war and that they are
reacting as Women now.
Shad Meshad saw the problems for women coming
while he was over there. He was a social work-
psyehology ofticer with the Army in Vietnam and has
been working with Vietnam cra veterans as a clinical
social worker with the Veterans Administration ever
since. currentdy as regional director of the VAN
Opceration Outreach program of storeiront Vet centers.
Heworked withand around women in Vietnum and he
i counseled anumber of them. indo idually and in
groups. since his return. He is one of the few. it scems.
to have done so.

Women in Vietnam were officers. and as such not
allowed to fraternize with enlisted men. he said
recently at his office in the VA hospital in Brentwood.
Theenlisted men were more likely to be their peers—in
age. marital status. interests and education than the
officers. doctors especially. with whom they were
permitted to keep company.

“The doctors were married.” Meshad said. “They. like
the guys in general over there. were looking for sex.
Women at that age were looking for something more
substantial. Then the doctor would go home at the end
of his six-month tour and she'd have to deal with
that...

Then you add all the trauma of constantly seeing
people bfown away by war machinery.”™ Meshad said
of the nurses. “You're faraway from it. You can hear it
but vou never go there. Itereates an unknown. It really
affects vou. It's the twighlight zone and vou keep
seeing people coming in in bits and picces ..

“You'd get angry. but vou can’t go out and shoot a
weapon. you can’t punch somebody out. vou can’t get
drunk. I'm not saving women never did. but generally
they did the "woman thing:” Hold it i and be
appropriate.”

Like the men. they expericnced what Meshad calls the
“sudden stop™ of coming home. As uwtul as the war
was. it was awlully intense. Nothing in civilian lite
could match it. Paradoxically. they wound up missing
that terrible time and place. They were back in a
country that offered them no gratitude. No thanks. All
the stigma of having been there that attached to the
men. attached to them too.

“They gotasked the same stupid guestions the (male)
vets were asked.” Meshad said. “instead ol heing
asked. "How do vou deal with a no-win situation with
an establishment that went through the motions with
vour life™ And. beeause they were women who had
gone to war. he said. they were accused of being
“whoresand dyhes. " Atbest they met wirh indiiierer
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Where Have all the Soldiers Gone?

The Stars & Stripes, May 14, 1981

Do we really need to know where all the soldiers of
Vietnam have gone? Yes! The reasons are many. hut
we will deal with a couple of them.

First. many arc unaccounted for. They include POWs,
MIAs and K1As non-combat deaths and those who
managed to return. but have withdrawn from soviety
or refuse to admit that they served.

We need astrictand accurate accounting ol everyone
who was sent and what happened to them.

Since the termination of the war in Vietnam. various
government bureaus have reported that betweenYand
10.5 million served ‘during the Vietnam cra (1964-
19753, Yhere is turther ditficuity in determining how
many men and women actually served in the Vietnam
theatre. The media. the government and others var-
tously report from 2.2 million ail the way through 4.5
1o 5 mitlion as having served in Vietnant itselt,

A couple of years apo. the Veterans Administiation
commissioned the Louis Harres organization to poll
Vietnam and Victnam cra seterans to discover their
feelings and pereeptions of the VLA among other
topics. Onee concluded. the reportwas full of mundane
information which basically substantiawed the VAN
own projected image.

A little noted tact which has important ramifications,
s thatafter the study was published. anaddendum was
added. In the midst af alt the imformation provided
was w short sentence which basically stated the
following: fuis felt that the VAU which provided the
figures coneerning the members of Victnam veterans
used lor thisstudy . " Eaderesiimated by Approximately
120,07 :

What does this mean? For one thing, i we use a
median lgure of 2.5 mithon and add 420 our tigure
hecomes 3 million. It trues the toss of misplacement of
1.5 millien Victnant veterans is disgraceful.

Also where has the Department of Deiense been 2Why
haven'twe beard trom this well finuneed and supposed-
Iy super offictad ageney?

There were abo thousands of women and men in
Vietnam who were sent by groups such as the Red
Cross. the USO and religious organizations,

Tiscertainty apparent that the countes wishes to put
that war bebind us. ™ hut before we close that chapter
at our history, lets account tor. and recognize. those
who served.

Vietnam veterans have been abandoned. misued and
politicized for many reasons. aot the least of which is
to act as an imoluntars scapegoat for the collectine
conseience ol America. That must stop. Americans
must deal with the war and with its veterans, We must
know how many there were, who they were and how
the after-effects of the war. such as post traumatic
stress syadrome. agent orange poisioning. and under-
cmiployment are affecting our newest vererans,

America. fet's lind all of those whoserved in Victnam.
et us heginoatiast. to treat the stifl-unhealed wounds
brought about because our imvolvement in Victnam
and our lack of involvement with those we sent to that
werrible war. Reach out. touch that Vietnam veteran.
Ask vour hanest guestions and let us help cach other.
If we can do this. Americans will be able to he proud
and know that we can come through difficult experi-
encesand be better off nationatly for those experiences.
We will once again. truly be the United States of

Amcricu.ﬂb

Compensation for civilians in
Vietnam

Over 2.4 million United States troops served in
Victnam during 1962 and 1971, At this time the
chemical mixture “Agent Orange™ was used extensively
as a weed kitler. To the extent that American forces
now face health problems from their exposure to
Agent Orange. they are parties to a class action lawsuit
now pending against the chemical companies who
made Agent Orange.

A number of civilians also served in Victnam. They are
not parties 1o the class action lawsuit. These civilians
included Red Cross nurses. civilian missionaries. USO
personnel. and government contractors. No exact
{igurcs are available. but as many as 5.000 individuals
mav heimvolved. Unfortunately. many of theseeivilians
may also now face health problems due to their
exposure to oxic chemicals.

The purpose of this article is to explore what compen-
sation programs may be available to a ¢ivilian who
believes he is suftering from exposure to Agent Orange
while in Vietnan.

At common law. no person could file a claim tor
compensation against the government because of the
doctrine of sovercign immunity. Under this doctrine.
the government was immune from o fawsuit unjess it
had consented by some special kegistation.

This hursh common faw rule was changed by the
passage of the Federal Tort Claims Act. Any person
may now file o chum against the Federal government
under the FTCA. However, this special fegislation
does not apply to claims arising in a foreign couniry.

“or to claims arising (rom the combat activities of

military forces. This means the ¢ivilians whoserved in
Vietnam could not successtully proceed under the
FTCA.

Another compensation statute i~ the Civilian
Empiovees Claimis Act. This special legistution atlows
the settlement of certain claims of military and civilian
personnel for damages to or loss of personal property
incident to service. But again. this special statute
would not help our civilians. A proper claimant must
be @ member of the unilormed scrvices, or actually
employed by a military department. Second. the
statute authorizes payment only tor properts fosses
and not for personal injuries or disability.

The Military Claims Act authorizes the Secretary of
the Departmenis of Army. Navy or Air Foree to
establish regulations under which they may pay a
claim of not more than S25.000 for property damage.
personal injury or death caused either by a civilian
officer or employvee of that department or by a military

memberacting within the scope of his emplovment. or
otherwise incident to noncombat activitices of that
department. Claimy in excess of $25.000 may be
approved pursuant to special procedures.

The faw regarding proper claimants., grounds for
liability and clements of proof is sery sparse. It
appears that it a claim arises from combat activitics.
the claimant must establish negligence. adrawback tor
out civilians. Another problem is that the elainy must
be presented in writing within 2 years after it "acerues.”
Howeser. the time within which a cloim for compensa-
tion must be tiled is a probiem under all compensation
statutes.

The Federal EmployveesCompensation Act is available
to employees of the United States. By this special
legislation, employees of the Federai government are
given the right to seek compensation for disability or
death resulting from personal injuries sustained white

, ng- ~ LT nesscaar Q“d
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in the performance of duty. as well as medical
treatment. No showing of fault is necessary.

A key question is whether our civilians are “emplovees™
One definition under the FECA is "an individual
rendering personal service 1o the United States sinular
to the service of a civil officer or emplovee of the
United States. without pay or for nominal pav, whena
statute authorizes the acceptance or use of the service,
or authorizes pavment of travel or other expenses of
the individual.™

Under this definition.avolunteer who donated yetfresh-
ments which she served to patients as part of recvea-
tionalactivities ata Veterans Administration Hospital
was held to bean emplovee. This means that many of
our civilians would seem to fall within the coverage of
the FECA. including nurses, mussionaries and USQ
personnel,

A claim under the FECA must be liled within 3 ycars
ol the disability or death. However. there s a special
rile tor “latent disabilities™. under which the time for
tiling a claim docs not begin to run until the employec
~hould beaware or the casual refationship between his
disability and his employment. The Seeretary of Labor
mal also exeuse the timehy Hiling of a claim because of
cexeeptronal circumstances.”

After a claim i filed under the FECAL the claimant
may be successiul in obtawning o government-paved
niedical examination under a provision of the daw.

I he Detense Base Acteoversemployees of contractors
working on military installations outside the United
States. This special legisiation extends the provisions
ot the Longshoremen'sand Harbor W orker~” Compen-
~ation Act (another special statute applying wo certaimn
workers in the United States) to injuries or death of
persons employed at military, air. or naval bases
outside the United States. The liabilits is against the
cmployer.

An “empioyer” has been detined to include someone
“providing weltare or similar services tor the benefit of
the Armed Forees™ and hence. the American Red
Crass. USO and the Salvation Army. The emploser
must furnish the injured worker with all medical.
surgical and hospital treatment that may be necessa.v,

A claim must be fited within one year. However. the
time tortiling does not begin to run until the employee
or beneficiary is aware or should be aware of the
relationship between the imjury or death and the
cmplovment

fhe final compensation statute s the War Risk
Hazard Compensation Act, Ttis designed to provide
compensation tor injuries. death or detention of
certain categories of people from a defined. war-
refated hazard. Vhedetimtion o “war-related hazard™
inctudes “the use ofany noxious thing..in combating
anattack or an imagined attack by a hostile foree or
person”, and this nught be interpreted o onclude the
ise of Agent Orange

! he statute applies to altemplovees under the D
Bise Actilsuch person s notentitied to compens,
under that act. This includes workers of emplovers
providing “welfare or similar services™ for the ben
of the armed forces. as outlined above. Waorkers
included under the FECA are excluded under this
“tatute unless they meet certain other teguirements.

The time timit for {iling a claim is identical 1o the
provisions under the FECA_und may be waived by the
sceretary of Labor “because ot circumstances beyvond
the control of the injured worker.”

In summary.a civilian who served in Vietnam and now
i~ experiencing bealth problems believed to be caused
by exposure to Agent Orange may have a compensation
vemedy available. There are obvious legal ditficuities.
but it costs nothing to file a claim and a lawyer is not
needed to do so.*

Hire the Veteran!






Vet Translates an Ugly War
Into Beautiful Music

by Dana Doo
from the UCLA Daily Bruin

Lem Genovese, a Vietnam veteran who writes and
sings about the experiences of veterans who have come
home. toid the Bruin he wants to convey a positive
image of the veteran through his music.

“My songs are non-sexist, non-accusatory,” Genovese.
said. "1 refuse to write depressing songs.

I write songs for the 80°s. I want to see this nation heal
itsel(.” he added.

In Vietnam. Genovese served as an aviation clerk
checking casualty and death reports and correcting
letters of sympathy as wel as other paperwork. "It was
really depressing.” Genovese said.

While in Vietnam. he began reading literature written
by the Vietnam Veterans Against the War. Genovese
added he bordered “on being what the (military)
would call subversive. but they thought | was crazy
anyway.”

It was his music that kept him sane in Vietnam. In his
barracks. he explained. there are twa groups — “heavy
alcoholics or dopers.” He stayed away from both
because “somebody had to stay straight if something
happened.” he said.

Because Genovese's music dealt very much with the
problems of returning Vietnam veterans. Genovese
claims that he was fabeled by some as g fanatic™ But
while he acknowledges that there may not be a
commercial macket for his tvpe of music at present. he
thinks that may be because he is ahead of his time. he
said.

Recently though. it has been easier for him to get his
message across because of the release of several films
dealing with Vietnam. particularly Coming Home. he
said. [t has o story similar to his own experience when
he returned from Vietnam and which he wrote about
in the song “Pathfinder Blue.” Genovese added.

In his songs. Genovese tries to convey more than the
ugliness of the Vietnam War. He feels that “guilt™
about the war has been overplaved by those who really
don’t know what it was like in Vietnam.

Genovese tries to give an impression of what it was like
during the war. using “ancedotal™ imagery with “just
enough vernacular of Vietnam War terms to provide
the setting. In his song. “Firefight’s Passage™ for
example. there is only one line that alludes to Vietnam
because the song is basically a love song. hesaid. "The
first sensual one Pve written.”

Genaovese is now working on organizing a Victnam
Veterans Artists and Writers Guild so that veterans
candoanything artistically they want to. he explained.
“Veterans are the one invisible minority that need to
betieve in this country again.”

He does not really think of himself as a spokesman for-
the Veterans® cause. Genovese said. adding that he
realizes that an image “gets forced on you™ when a
person 1s in the spotlight. Primarily. though. he
considers himself just an artist who deals with his
feelings and thoughts on history. past and future.
Despite his feelings about the Vietnam War. Genavese
said he does not feel that the war was totally worthless.
ltshowed them both sides of the American dream and
made people realize “we as a country can't go around
saving people all the time.™

The singer said that it was a “real honor™ for him to
have a chance to play here because "UCLA is where ity
at on a national level.” He also said that audiences are
much more sophisticated now and “vou can't lead
them around by the hand ™ like one could in the sixties.
However he is impressed by the way students at the
university have received his music, he addcd*

As the Vietnam Veteran Tunesmythe. Lem Genovese
has a unique approach 1o his craft of songwriting.
Since there are virtually no recording or performing
artists consistently concerned with the experience.
relationships and problems of the Vietnam Veteran.
Lem has taken it upon himself 10 present the Veteran
in an uplifiing. positive and assertive style. When
asked about his music being thought of as ' Protest'in
nature. he invariably replies with a grin:

“Where does it say that my music has 1o be negative.
ugly or protest any thing?1 refuse (o write depressing.
angry or sexist material.”

His sense of historical perspective is also rather
unusual. in that the American Civil War and Indian
Wars are directly correlated 1o the Indochinese
Experience regarding the aftermath of Vietnani and its
impact on the Veteran and Society. He asks those
timeless questions that the Veteran and those involved
in the Veteran's life have fuced for centuries with an
unmatiched sense of urgency and compassion.

He has performed for seemingly countlesy evenis on
behalf ¢/ the Vietnam Veieran. such as the receni
Vietnam Art Experience in St. Pauls. Minnesoia in
1980 and the first national Soldier of Fortune maguazine
Convention in Columbia. Missouriin [98(. where he
was interviewed by Playboy and Rolling Stone maga-
zines for his advocacy of the then upconting Art
Experience and the Vietnam Era Veterans Writers and
Aritists Guild. He has shown through such appearances
asthe 1978 Dallas. Texas Welcome Home Ceremaonies’
aswell as many national Vietnan Veterans conventions
10 be a respected authority at those events. He has
appeared in newspapers nationwide ranging [rom the
Los Angeles Times, rhe Chicago Sun-Times, the
Dallas Morning News, r7¢ Philadelphia Times-Inquirer
and collegiate newspapers like the UCLA Daily Bruin.

Lem Genovese received a Citation from President
Carter for Vietnanm Veterans Week in 1979 and was
awarded the National Assoclation ()_/'Ja,\' Cee's “Out-
standing Young Man of America™ in 1980.

If his music is anything. it is versatile and eclectic, In
one set he can play on that trademark brown guitar.
anything from Reggae ta Rock. from Bluegruss to
Blues. from Neo-Classical to Jazz. and always with a
pleasingly vwarm and genuine srage presence.

Len: Genovese has been recognized as one of the
Vietnam Veterans best friends and respecied author-
ities. Ron Kovic. author of Born On The Fourth of
July. wanted three of Lem's songs included in ihe
soundirack of the film adaptation produced and
starring Al Pacino. Ron likes to call Lem: A true
voice of the Vietnam Veteran.” C.D.B. Bryan wanted
to see the instrwuental composition " Theme From
Vinh Long "included in the A BC Television adapiatioft
of his work Friendly Fire. He is currently negotiating
with Hugh McClure for siill another soundirack.

As founder of the Vietnam Era Vererans Artists and
Writers Guild. he had the role of Media Liaison for the
Art Experience in St. Paul. Minnesota in November of
1980. The Vietnam Art Experience garnered the
atrention of the CBS Evening News with Walier
Cronkite and a foilow-up article by Charles Kuralt the
aext maorning. The interest and support given the Art
Experienice shows that the Guild is an organization
whose tinte has come.

In a deeper sense. the Vietnam Vereran Tunesmivthe
keeps alive the higher aspirations of his generation

Jorged in the fires of Indochina and performs a sorely

needed reconciliation to all that the War has touched.

As a participant in the Southeast Asia War Games
there is no room left in his life for second place. s

Chloracne Task Force
‘Establish

(Washington, D.C.) Chloracne is a skin disease that is
often referred to as the hallmark of dioxin exposure.
Industrial workers exposed to dioxin have experienced
re-occuring skin problems. Unfortunately. chloracne
is not always easy to distinguish from other more
common forms of acne. To overcome this problem. a
Chioracne Task Force has been established. headed by
Dr. Kenneth Halprin. a physician at Miami VA
Medical Center.

A group of four distinguished dermatologists are
currently designing a protocol for chioracne examina-
tions. Thevare in the process of developing educational
materials on this subject (or the VA's environmental
physicians.

The task (orce has another job: reviewing previously
denied claims for skin conditions to check for possible

0

1ncurceruted COOK vounty veis
to be Advised of Agent Orange
tigation

Ina mecting with members of the Veterans Leadership
Conference in Chicago. Charles Fasano. Director of
Human Services at the Cook County Jail in Chicago.
was briefed on the current class action litigation
regarding Agent Orange,

Gregory Stavart of the Law firm of Sullivan and
Assaciates. Midwest Regional Counsel for the class
action litigation. advised Fasano that Judge Prutt of
the Federal District Court in Westbury. New York.,
willapprove the notice to all class members in the next
60 t0 90 days. The method of distribution of the notice
has not been determined. but it is anticipated that it
will be carried by radio and television stations and
tewspapers. as g public service. Fasano agreed to
distribute the notice to inmates at the facility by using
a computer readout which identifies who is a veteran.
The facility has a population of about 4000 of whomi
about 50 are Vietnam veterans. The length of stay'is
anvwhere from days to two vears. Until two ago the
facility had no program forveterans. The (irst program
implemented was through the Department of Human
services. City of Chicago. However. the current pro-
gram is under the Veterans Qutreach program of the
Veterans Administration. A counsclor is on site at the
tacthity five dayvs a week and serves the needs of all the
vets. Fasano wasalsoadvised of the physical sereening
program of the VA, and the possibiiity of such
sereening being otfered at the prison will be explored.
The meeting grew out of the expressed concerns of
Community and civie leaders of the Chicago area that

the Incarcerated vets. expecially the minority vets,

might not be aware of the Agent Orange problem and
pending legislation.

Fasano i looking at cxpanding the service programs
to vets in the facility but this is contingent on the
funding levels tor next year. Joan Maiman of the
Veterans Leadership Confercnce stated that it is
essential that all potential members of the class action
litigation be advised of the suit and advised of othier
resources available to them. We are hopeful that we
will be able to meet with correction offictals on a
statewide basis 1o advise theny of this matter. also.
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