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COOPER T. HOLT 

April 14, 1981 

Commander-in-Chief Fellwock re­

quested that I forward this news 

clipping to you for your information. 

a · 
CO~ OLT 

~ utive Director 

V Washington Office(,\v 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
\ 
\ 



., g \981 
ncnln Sun 'Newspapers, ~n ... ... ~--~: ____ i •* 

~~~VF\f( chief is a · 
. . 

consolidatir· · ·cente 
"The 16 pct budget in­

crease for national defElllse 
past several years in most 
urban centers. 

The national ·VFW chief 
said there are rumors the 
regional consolidation could 
mean three principal centers. 
''I've -·heard mentioned Los 

· proposed by the Reagan Ad­
ministration elates the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars,' ' 
National Commander Arthur -
Fellwock, of Evan_sville, Ind., 
said Monday, April 6, in a 
press conference. 

He noted the U.S. defense 
establishment had been 
1'pushed around" -during 
recent years · of drifting and 

, Angeles, Chicago and an East 
coast point - possibly Phila- J 
delphia." 

indifference. 
Fellwock appeared at the 

Dept. of Nebraska · VFW 
headquart:ets, 2431 No. 48th 
st. , in Lincoln.and launched a 
four-day visit to 22 posts in all 
sections of the state, ac. 
companied by Dept. Com­
mander Bob Gall, -0f Platts­
mouth, and Dept. Quarter­
master-Adjutant Bot:> Bethel, . 
of Lincoln. 

Of U.S. policy in El 
Salvador, Fellwock said "We 
must draw the line some- • 
where and the National VFW Fellwock ... "the · VFW is 
firmly supports the adminis- supportive of U.S. policy in 
tration." He discounted any El Salvador and reinstate­
comparison to ,Vietnam. 
6Surge' in needs 

Fellwock said the VFW is 
opposed to any -cutbacks pro-

. posed by the Office of 
Managemen't and Budget 
that would affect "quality of · 
care" in the Veterans Ad­
ministration hospitals. 

"1besurge of World War II 
veterans, whose average age 
now exceeds 60 years, and 
who need and are entitled to 
medical services, will be tm­
precedented. It's no time to 
cutback," be said. 

Fellwock said the VA 
reduced bed capacity by five 
thousand and reduced lu;­
pital personnel by seven 
thousand in "Carter's under­
funded 1981 budget . ., 

•"'fbe diminishing concern 
for veterans ca d the 
ftilllim1d ..,., ••• 
political aetim OJBlD1ittee in 
um. Last year, the first time 
in our to-year ~tor.x. the 
VFW's PAC ~ eancl­
dates. 

"In fact," be said, "we 
endorsed Reagan for pi'eii­
dent before he was nom­
inated. Of the mdorsements 
we made for president, the 
Senate and House89 pct were 
elected. We intend to in­
tensify our political action 

mentof seleetive service is a 
must." (SUN Staff Photo). 

acti vines." 
Fellwock declared the 

Nebraska VFW posts are 
doing a "good job" in the 
membel'ship area arid "that's 
one reason I'm here - to ac­
knowledge their good work." 
50,808 new .members 

"Nationally; so far this 
_year we have 50 thousand 
new members, primarily 
from the Vietnam veterans 
ranks," the Indianan said. In 
part, he said, this is attri­
buted to a ''resurgence in 
Americanism.'' 

In -office since October, 
Fellwock sajd · the all­
vohmteer' military concept 
"isn't working" and a &e­

iecthe servi<.-e ,ate:,n••-­
. must.•~ He '3id iml)l'9'Ved ~ 
c:b!emeots . to eolislees is 
llelpiog but will fall jlhcrt of 
sufficient quality mid 
-quantity of -personnel 

Fellwock said the National , 
VFW wants the 52 regional 
VA offices maintained even 
lbougb there · a move &o 
consolidate. Additionally, he 
said the VFW is opposed to· 
closures of the outreach 
centers opened during the 

Until reaching Nebraska, 
he said, he hadn't heard 
Lincoln mentioned. 

"In any event, our position 
is for maintaining the 52. 

"The VA 'game plan' is a 
reduction of 1,600 employees 
in the VA's Dept. of Veterans 
Benefits in 1982 and a reduc­
tion of five thousand il,l the 
VA Dept. of Medicine . and 
Surgery in 1982," be said 

"Those figures are uncon­
firmed and wholly unaccept­
able,"· he declared. 

"The VFW is willing to help 
President Reagan establish a 
sound financial -govern­
ment," he sai<l, "but not, so 
help me, at the further ex­
pense of our nation 's 
veterans." 

1'reservat~o opy 



VFW 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 

July 16, 1981 

This will acknowledge with appreciation your acceptance of the Commander-in­
Chief's invitation to attend the 82nd National Convention of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States, to be held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
August 14-20, 1981. 

It is noted you plan to attend the Joint Opening Session and Annual Parade. 
You may pick up tickets for the Parade in the Adjutant General's Office in 
Plaza Room B of the Civic Center any time prior to that event. 

As requested, a Single room reservation is being made for you at the Franklin 
Plaza Hotel for arrival August 17 and departure August 18. Within a reasonable 
length of time you should receive confirmation of this reservation directly 
from the hotel. 

Although you plan to arrive on Monday, August 17, we would like to point out 
that our Distinguished Guests Banquet will be held Sunday evening, August 16, 
in the Dominion Ballroom, Franklin Plaza Hotel, and we would be pleased to 
have you attend this function, if you can arrange your schedule to arrive one 
day earlier. To assist us in completing our arrangements, it would be appreci­
ated if you could advise at your earliest convenience whether or not you can be 
with us at the banquet. 

We look forward to greeting you at our National Convention, and it is suggested 
that you contact Cooper T. Holt, Executive Director, VFW Washington Office, 
200 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Washington, D. C. 20002 (phone 202 543-2239) for 
any additional information or assistance you may desire in completing your 
arrangements to be with us in Philadelphia. 

Kindest personal regards. 

HVC:jk 

Sincerely yours, 

H ward E. Vander 
djutant General 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, V.F.W. BUILDING, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 • 



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED ST ATES 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

STATEMENT OF 

COOPER T, HOLT , EXE CUTIVE DI RECTOR 
WASHINGTON OFFI CE 

OF THE 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 

BEFORE THE 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS i AFFAIRS 
UNITED STATES SENATE 

WI TH RESPECT TO THE NOMI NATI ON OF HARRY N. WALTERS 
TO BE ADMINI STRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, Do Co 

MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE: 

DECEMBER 8, 1982 

Thank you fo r the privil ege of appearing before this Committee to present the 

views of t he Veter ans of Foreign Wars of the United St ates regarding the nomination 

of Harry N, Walter s as t he Admini str ator of Veter ans Aff airs . 

My name i s Cooper T, Hol t and it i s my privi lege t o serve the more than 1.9 

million men and women of the Vet erans of Fore i gn Wars of the United States as 

Executive Director of our Washi ngt on Office , 

Firs t, Mr . Chairman, perm.it me to thank you for holding this confirmation hear­

ing so expeditiousl y, I t i s i mper ative t hat t he Admini strator-designee be confirmed 

a t the earliest possible dat e so t hat he may take a l eadership role in the final 

evolution of the Fi scal Year 1984 VA budget , 

As the record r eflects , Mr , Chai rman, Mr , Walt ers , who is presently the 

Assistant Secretary of the Army fo r Manpower and Reser ve Affairs, was born July 4, 

1936 i n Fos tori a 9 Ohio , He i s a 1959 graduate of t he UoSo Military Academy at 

West Point , New York where he won honors as an All-Ameri can fullback on the Army 
* WASHINGTON OFFICE * 

VFW MEMORIAL BUILDING e 200 MARYLAND AVENUE, N.E. e WASHINGTON, D. C. 20002 • 5799 e AREA CODE 202-543-2239 
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teamo Mr o Walters was ccnnmissioned in t he i nfantry and attended the Airborne and 

Ranger School at Fort Benning 9 Ge r gia following which he served with the 25th 

Infantry Division and was separated from active duty i n 1963 0 

In civilian life he eld a number of positions including the Executive Vice 

Presidency of the Sta dard Paper Manufact ring Company i n Richmond, Virginia. He was 

also associated with the Kimberly Clark Company i n Wisconsin and New York City and 

the Pure Oil Company i n Miami, Florida o In 1977 Mr o Walters purchased and became 

President and Chief Executive of the PotsdSim Paper Company in Potsdam--, -New York. His 

executive ability is reflected in the fact that this particular paper mill had been 

idle in an area of large unemployment and by r eactivat i ng the mill, he brought 

employment and prosperity t hundreds of employeeso 

Mr o Walters makes his home _n McLean 9 Virginia with his wife and two children. 

Mr o Chairman, I have met personal y wi th Mro Walters as have the Collllllander-in­

Chief of the Veterans of F reign Wars of the United St ates James R. Currieo and all 

of the Directors i n our VFW Washington Off1ceo 

Mr o Walters projects strength and ability and impresses us as one who will not 

permit anyone t o usurp his authority or prerogatives as Administrator of Veterans 

Affairso We are always optimistic t hat the Administrator will be the true veterans' 

advocate within t he Administration and this is what we expect of Mro Walters. The 

VFW hopes he would make his first priority as VA Administrator a sincere attempt to 

carry out President Reagan 9 s commitment to ve t erans made at the 80th VFW National 

Convention, i. e o9 hospital and medical care with adequate funding, compensation 

kep t abreast of infl ati n, an increase for Vietnam veterans going to school under 

t he GI Bill , k.eepi g the VA hospital system separate from any national health plan, 

and national cemet eries located near relativeso 

The priorities of t he VFW with respect to veterans' benefits are to maintain 

the i ntegrity of the VA hospital and medical care system for the treatment of all 

veterans in need of health care ; to maintain t he integrity of the compensation 

7 
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program for the 2o2 million veterans in receipt of benefits thereunder and the 

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation program (DIC) for the 1.3 million survivors 

of veterans killed on active duty or permanently and totally disabled at the time 

of death; and to maintai n the integrity of the pension program for the more than 

800 ,000 veterans in need due to t heir nonservice-connected disabilities and their 

more than 900,000 survivors o We believe we have made our priorities clear to 

Mr o Walters. 

While speaking of the position of the Administrator, Mr. Chairman, the VFW has 

long held that the incumbent should be elevated to Cabinet Level to provide him both 

the authority and stature commensurate with the vast responsibilities of directing 

the third- largest agency of t he Federal Government. As a matter of fact, our last 

National Convention passed Resolution No . 613, entitled "Create Cabi net Status for 

Administrator of Veterans Administration," a copy of which is appended to my 

testimony . Accordingly the VFW recommends the introduction and passage of legislation 

to accompl ish this o 

Given the foregoing, Mr. Chairman, the Veterans of Foreign Wars endor ses the 

nomination of Harry N. Walters to be the Administrator of Veterans Affairs. We wish 

Mro Walters well and look forward to a working relationship beneficial to the veter­

ans of al l war s who have rendered a ver y special service to this great Nation of 

ours . 

Thank you. 



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED ST ATES 

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TALKING PAPER 

SUBJ ECT; CABINET STATUS FOR VA ADMINISTRATOR 

FROM : COOPER To HOLT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, VFW WASHINGTON OFFICE 

STATEMENT: 

RATIONALE: 

The VFW f ully supports and will seek the introduction and passage of 
legislation during the 98th Congress to create a Department of Veterans 
Affairs and to change the title of Administrator to Secretary o 

When the VA 1 s programs and their economic impact on nat ional affairs 
are considered as a whole, one cannot but conclude that this agency 
should enjoy full and acknowledged Cabinet status. 

The Veterans' Administration is the fifth largest budget entity and 
employs the second largest number of personnel in the Federal Government o 
It is noteworthy that the VA is larger t han five current Cabinet depart­
ments combinedo 

The VA's constituency represents a more diverse cross-section of the 
country's population than any other department or agency . That con-
stituency consists of 30 million veterans, and, including their depen-
dents, directly impacts on an estimated one-half t he nation's population . 

The VA administers a number of pr ograms t hat contribute directly to 
the national economy o First, it administer s the nation's largest 
·-neeme- maintenance program through- tfa:-veterans c-onwensation anapens ion- -­
benefi t systems; second, has the largest direct loan and loan guaran ee 
programs in the Federal Government , a good barometer of the entire 
housing industry; and, third, the VA administers the larges t d:v:ec- r :in-
surance program in the country through its various insurance progr ams 
for disabled and other veteranso 

The VA also operates the largest independent hospital system in the 
United Stat es. As a result, the VA hospital and medical care system 
exerts a di rect impact on the cost of health care in the nation o 
Furt her, the system has been in the forefront of medical care and re­
search , having produced a number of Nobe l laureates in this field o It 
is also the primary medical backup system to the Department of Defense , 

Finally, the VA administers a GI Bill education program interacting 
with virtually every post-secondary educational and vocational institu­
tion in the nation, resulting in a stronger national economic base , 

* WASHINGTON OFFICE * 
vn MEMORIAL BUILDING e 200 MARYLAND AVENUE, N.E. e WASHINGTON, D. C. 20002 - 5799 e AREA CODE 202-543-2239 
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.. -i·:, 

. · July. 

ear r en 
# ~- .. -· 's. . 1' 

• ...,.. - , , • M .. , I 

I am ·delighted ·to extend greetings ·and best 1wishes .~_,.;,_ 
as you -meet for the 82nd National Convel).tion'•:or ·the :•-,. ... 
V t .,. F · 1 t., ,. :.- ... '" . " 11\ ~f' - •t-; . -;.___ _. r . . :... • ... ,.. .... .... . -e erans · o. ore gn, 11ar.s. ., ,··•;•· ~- ·. --> ·. '~· -. ,, v·:,.,,.· i--".:. ,./,n • . ··.-t•' 

·, • • :~.· ;": .' >, .: l, , i .. • .. ·· .. . :.:.~-.'.,. ,::_t -,i· :;i:: __ :',.;·-·.''<~-l,' :> {~ it: .. ... 
You are ·to -~~- congratulated for your · individual: ··· :· 

.:,.Contribution , tor the success of"\your . organization's - ·•· ..... :"' · 
unselfish and ' essential .. programs ,.or service to~ our,. · ·. · 1. ; .... 

·· nation ,during ·'·the ~past~~2 y~ar~~"·;.;The supp~rt you ~:; .. ·' 
. have shown to ·.America ''JS: veterJns. and.-.their ·families. /,,,. 
. over tbe --years is ·-a , cherished··monumerit, ·tor. all to·_-., 
. b h ld :r-::~ .. - •. , ... ,,_ , - ... -;<,,., ... : .... 1r- ~- .... . ·' ·, _".,_·• : e O • ., .•. ~ :-·- · "c :. '· ·. ~ :• ! . · .,. . •, · . - · 

{\.·•• I'. ,;..,t-., .,:.~ •:\. .. ..'~\,;"t,,; -•t• ..-.i;\L l 

't L ~ ~~ A • • ~ .... - • 

-I am . certain -that your convention will not' only be ... · 
·enjoyable ·and productive, but will renew . the begin~ 
·ning of, another· year of' vital, valued serv.ioe •: to· · ,, 
our war· veterans · and · their , families by the Veterans , ·"1 
of Forefgn .·Wars. rP . ··.zr• , , .. ' )·( 

- . .. '- , .. -~~..... -:i;i 
"" {-c. " •.,., .. ~ 

f .. . ~ ., • 
, :7}~"' ; ~:· -':;. " .. l .. • rt 

. ·-~ ' I:, "I•. 

f -;t ~(~~," ~ •:~~:••/~~ • ·! ~• ~ •:•I'.• •.t 
Mr. .Cooper · .. T. Holt·:: ,. 
Executive Directoi . 

~Vete,rans · of •_ Foreign'' Wars ·. 
· of the United States ~ 

200 Maryland Avenue, · N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Enclosure: 8xl0 glossy photo 

Call when signed t~ ave picked up: 
I • 

543-2239 
,· ,r -

RR:Livingston:elb 
cc: H. ' von Damm/ 
DUE:•··· ASAP (print 
Draft information 

11/D.Livingston/cF · 
ng) _:_ VENT: . Philadelphia 
provided by VA·, ,,-: ~ 

, .,, ,► ... 

( Aug. 14) 
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VET ERANS OF FOREIGN WARS/ ~ 
O F THE UNI T E D STATES 

OFFICE OF 

DIRECTOR 

NATIONAL SECURITY ANO FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

FOUNDED 1899 

V. F . W. MEMORIAL BUILDING 

200 MARYLAND AVENUE,N.E. 

W AS HIN G T O N, D . C. 20002 

March 18, 1981 

Was delighted to read in the Post that you will be on Elizabeth Dole ' s team as 
that person charged with keeping up with "veterans, fraternal organizations and 
Indian groups." 

I'll pass on fraternal organizations and Indian groups, but (a) please note the 
attached roster of Ad Hoc Committee organizations and personalities; and (b) 
save 10:00 A.M. on Tuesday, April 14th, for a chance to meet this group at the 
Reserve Officers Association (ROA), One Constitution Avenue, N. E. 

Give me a ring (543-2239) and I'll fill you in on the details and arrange to 
escort you to this meeting. 

One word of advice: four years ago, a gent called Ritchie Reiman tried to do your 
job for Carter. Do a 180° on everything he did, or failed to do, and you'll come 
out about right. 

Best wishes and congratulations. 

Cordially, 

PJ/mmt 



• MEMBERSHIP - AD HOC COMMITTEE 

/iv. ~1 d)/U<_~/ j xft1J(4:t,.j : 
R FORCE ASSOC1AT10N (637-3300) « V1SABLEV OFFICERS ASSOCIATION (521-8075) 
50 Pa. Ave., NW, DC 20006 ~ 
ames ~. Str.u~e1, Executive Dir. « 

)ames A. McDonnall, Dep. Asst. ~ 

927 S.Walter Reed Dr., Suite 6 
Arlington, VA 22204 

Leidy R. Reel,Jr., Chief of Staff 
·Exec.Director -x 

~~ f\.\. · :(.,.~ ~'{ -'/J-l'rh 'M. ~- Cu .Pov .:l iL « FLEET RESERVE ASSOCIATION ( 785-2768) 
AIR FORCE SERGEANTS ASSOC. (899-3500) « 1303 New Hampsh ire Ave. ,NW, DC 20036 
Scuderi Building, Suite 713 ~ James Clark, Of fice Manager 
6101 - 28th Ave.,Marlow Hgts,MD 20031 « $obert Nolan, Natl. Exec . Secretary 
vf'HSAF (Ret.) Donald L. Harlow ~ -~ack Yelverton, Legislative Asst. 

. Deputy Exec. Director « 
CMSgt. (Ret.) Albert Connors .>.; MARINE CORPS LEAGUE (524-1137) ~M.O~~'°' " 

Legislative Director ~ 933 N. Kenmore, Arlington, VA 22201 
« \JR:v Kammaier, Exec. Director 

THE AMERICAN LEGION ... (393 4811)-Slc f-J.100 . ~ - \. 
1608 K St., NW, DC 20006 ~ 
.._\.,G.Michael Schlee , Director, Natl. « MARINE CORPS RESE:."VE OFFICERS ASSN . (543-0iOO) 

~ ~- Security/Foreign Relations « 1 Constitution Ave., NE, DC 20002 
~ames B. Hubbard, Deputy Dir. « ,..to1. George Ii. Dodenhoff, Exec. Directo r 

NS/FR Division « - \-· 
~pence H. Leopard, Research Analyst « 

NS/FR Division « MILITARY ORVER OF WORLV WARS (296-3923) 
1)(-~ ?-~~\.L.. ~~~et~ « 1100 - 17th Street, NW, DC 20036 

AMERICAN SECURITY COUNCIL (703/825-1776) ~ C. M. Talbot , Chief of Staff 
Freedom Studies Center, Boston, VA 22713 
v\John M. Fisher, President - « "'t.)..o - so:J.-{ 
~Phillip S. Cox, Exec.Asst. to President ~ NATIO NA L ASSN. FOR UNIFORMED SERVICES{ 525 3118-t­

« 956 North Monroe, Ari ington, VA 22201 
WASHINGTON OFFICE - (484-1677) « u,Col. John P. Scheffe·y, Exec.Vice President 
499 S. Capitol, Suite 500, DC 20003 « 

' :~13LG. Robert Richardson, Secretary of « NATIONAL GUARV ASSOCIATION (789 .:. 003 1) 
~ - Security & Intel 1 igence Fund • µf -x 1 Massachusetts Ave., NW, DC 20001 
~ IG Daniel O.Graham, Co-Chairman-A -~ --¥7C--C-arl A. LaBonge, Exec. AssL of 

CoaJition for Peace Through Strength -i: · Public Affairs 
f-:..✓• •• '- · ' , _;- « . , - . ~ -res • 

1 AMVETS (223~9550) °" ~1G Francis S. Greenleaf (Ret.) 
1710 Rhode Island Ave.,NW, DC 20036 ~ · Execut ive Vice Pres ident 
'\~abriel Brinsky, Legis. Director « 

~ NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION {457-5920) 
« 1600 Rhode Island Ave., NW, DC 20036 
« . •· Neal Knox,'Director, Institute for 

ASSOCIATION RETIRED INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS 
y_499 Sout Capitol St., NW, DC 20003 
' '{,~~~ Richard Stilwell 

Gen. Robert Cushman 

ASSOCIATION OF U.S. ARMY (841-4300) 
2425 Wilson Blvd., Ari ington,VA 22201 
V{M/G Robert F. Cock! in, Exec. Director 
'-\Col .Francis Conaty, ' Secretary 

John A. Gouthier, Special Asst. to the 
Executive Vice President 

~ , Legislative Action 
« Bill Pickens, Director of Gov 1 t Affairs 
« Dan Smith · 

~ RESERVE ENLISTEO ASSOCIATION (695-9408) 
~ 7001 Ari ington Blvd. ,Fal Is Church,VA 22042 

· -i: ~ i ef E:ng i neman Joe Wasson, USNR ( Ret.) · 
« Member, Board of Directors 
« 
« 
« 
« 
~ 

-1( (over) 
« 
« 
~ 
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R[--oERVE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION (479- 2200) 
1 CoMutiitlon Ave., NE, Ve zoooz 
v{Ji/G J. Milno1t Robe.Jr.U, Exec.. V)A.' 
~+;-8-enj am in S . eat ·11 n-;--D i 1 • , AF 

NAVAL RESERVE ASSOCIATION (467-66 20) 
910 - 17th St. , NW, DC 20006 
~pt.Philip G. Saylor, USN (Ret.) 

Deputy Executive Director 
R/Adm.James E. Forrest, USN (Ret.) 

Executive Director 
R/Adm.Phillip W. Smith, USN~, President 

NAVAL ENLISTEV RESERVE ASSN. (534-2 430) 
6935 North 26th Street 
Falls Church, VA 22046 (home) 

George S. Lange, Jr., Veterans Af­
fairs Officer 

NAVY LEAGUE OF THE U.S. (298-9282) 
818 - 18th Street, NW, DC 20006 ,, . 
,Jfapt.V1ncent C. Thomas, Exec. Dir. 

« NON-ORGANIZATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
« 

~4t'G Milton~ - Pilcher, USAR (Ret.) 
« 1532 Dahiia Court 
« MGLean, VA 22101 (538 7157) 
.)~ ~ 

-i,~. Erle Cocke, Jr. 
« 629 K Street, NW, Suite 306 
« Washington, DC 20006 (293-1322) 
--:: 

~ NON-COMMISSIONEV OFFICERS ASSN.(546-7891) 
« 110 Maryland Ave., NE,Suite 510,DC 20002 

, ~ '.A. ''Mack'' McKinney, Staff Director : 
-~ •~k International Secretary 
~ •AR, 6utz, Coordinator of Military 

Affairs 

-~ RETIREV .OFFICERS ASSOCIATION (549-2377) 
201 N. Washington St., Alexandria,VA 22314~ 
,\..,.t t/C Maurice L. ,Lien (Ret.), Dep. Dir. : 
'-1 of Communications .,. 
't'16 1. George Hennrikus, Dir. Legislation; 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS (543-2239) 
200 Maryland Ave . , NW , DC 20002 

Cooper T. Holt, Executive Di rector 
Col.Phelps Jones (Ret.), Director, 

National Security 

U.S.ARMY WARRANT OFFICERS ASSN. (620-3986) 
P.O. Box 2040, Reston, VA 22090 

CW-4 Donald Hess 
Executive Vice President 

(Updated as of 11/16/79) 

« 

·~ 
-1: 

« 
« 
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IC IPMN WA WSH 
10103 FWASHINGTO DC 154 05-26 1109 EDT 
PS MR ~ORTON BLACKWELL SPECIAL ASST TO THE PRESIDENT 

VET RAS OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 
t HfTE ~OUSE DC 

DE R .R BLACKWELL: 

All 

ART FhLLWOCK, NATIONAL CO MANDER O THE 1.9 MILLION EMBERS Or 
T v~rER N OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE u.s. WILL E IN OUR NATIONS 
CAPITAL JUNE 2 A D J E 4. E HAS E U STED THI\T I TRY TO 

RRA S N APPOI T1ENT FOR I TO VISIT WITH RESIDENT REAGA 
FORTE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF PRESENT! G TO HI A LLADRO 
PO CELANA SCULPTURE/ELEPHA TS. 

JRE, ORTO , YOU ILL T TO DVI ETHE P ESIDE T'S 

PPOINT NT SEC ETARY THAT OUR ORGANIZATION IS THE ONLY 
v:r s OR A IZATION WITH A OL!TICAL ACTION co MITTEE-­
ON HICH SUPPO TED IS CA DIDACY FOR THE PRESIDENT OFT E. 
U ITED STATS LAST JULY --AND ALSO THAT 4E A ETHE ONE 
VET RAS ORGA IZATION THAT SUPPORTED STRO GLY TH GA M-L TT 

E D E T I. THE HOUSE OF' REPRESE TATIVES. 

YO! R ijSU L FI E COOPERATIO E~ARDI G THIS REQUE TWILL 

CERTAI LY BE AP RECIATED 
PL~AS P~O E YOUR REPLY TO AT 543-2239. 

COOPER T OLT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
V ••• WAS4I GTO OFFICE 
200 RYLAND AVE .E. ASHINGTO .C. 20002 
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VETERANS or- FOREIGN Wc,R S 
OF T 1-1 E UN IT ED ST AT ES 

0 ,- f"ICE OF 

E X E CUTIVE 0IREC. TOR 

WASHIN GTON O FnCE 

Mrs. Elizabeth Dole 
Assistant to the President 

for Public Affairs 
Room 45 

F" OU N D E D 1 5gg 

V. F . W . MEMORIAL BUILDING 

200 MAAYLAND AVENUE , N . E. 

WASHJNGTON, D . C . 2000 2 

Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D . C. 20501 

Dear Mrs . Dole : 

February 17, 1981 

it was 
more such gatherings . 

f Gover 
President of the United States. I know the endorsement was of tremendous 
assistance to him--I know thi s because he told me so while attending our 
Nati · · · 
lee 

.:·t 

0 

We definitely feel President Reagan should know why we are so strongly 
supporting former Congressman Bill Ayres for this high position . In your 
capacity as Assistant to the President for Public Affairs , I am most hopeful 
you will make certain his promise is honored . 

In addition Elizabeth for 32 years our organization has sponsored what we 
call an ual Wasn~on -co1:1fer~nce-for our top national and state officials . 
This Conference culminates witli a nquet honoring Members of Congress . 
The Banquet, which your husband , Bob, will tell you is one of the most 
outstanding held in our nation's ca ital will be held at the Sheraton 
Washington Hotel on . _es a f . arch)S ·.be I11ning ·>at The highlight 
of the Banquet will be e presentation of our . F . W. C ongressional Award 
to Senator Paul Laxalt for outstanding service to our nation . You will re­
call that your husband was presented this award in 1979 . 
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On January 23, 1981, a letter was transmitted to President Reagan inviting 
him to drop by our Banquet on March 3 and say a few words to the more 
than 2,000 who are ex ected to be in i 

Sclterlu ·· Hie. 
resident o accep our 1nv1 a-

To say the least, Elizabeth, I 
President is aware of our invit 
found time in his bus schedul 

If the President does not stop by our Banquet you can believe me when I 
tell you that our organization will be the laughing stock of all those individuals 
who felt we made a bad mistake in endorsing President Reagan last July--
our organization 1s prestige is at stake. 

As far as I know, you are the only individual who can assist us with this 
problem 

I am sorry this letter is so long but these two problems are very important 
to our organization . Please do what you can for us . 

Sincerely yours, 

.. --:/ . 

c:/ 1--t-/~ 
I 

COOPER T. HOLT 
Executive Director 

CTH:nlp 
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VEP.=nANS OF fO RE!GN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 

V.F.W. M E MORl.<.L BU I LDING O 200 MARYLAND A.VENUE, N. E. f> w,.SHINGTON, O. C. 2,)002 

January 23, 1981 

The President 
The White House 
Washir.gt0n, D. C. 20500 

De.a.r Mr. President: 

On Tt_~esday, March 3, 1981. at the Sheraton Washington HoteJ, the V etera..""ls of 
Foreign Wars of the United States--the oilJ.y vetc:.:an.s crganizaUon, tln-ough our 
PoliticaJ Action Committee, to endorse your candidacy to Prcsident--bolds its 
annual Dinner honoring Members of Congress. Attending this function which 
will begin at 7 P .hf., will be approximately 2,000 p ersons, including over 300 
M<=-.:nbers of the Congress, government and military leaders, and national 2-nd 
state officers of the Veterans of Foreign Viars. 

At this particular Dinner, U r. President, the eighteenth anr.uaJ V.Y.\','. Co~­
gressional Award will be presented to your great friend, The Honor<!ble Paul 
L~cJt for 11his outst2J.1dir1g service to our nation . 11 

Also at this DiDner, !vir . President, the five national ·wfouers cf a script 'cr-riti.D~ 
ccntt::st spcnsored by our organization v:ill be announced . The five Y.'i n n ers 
w-',ll receive scholarship awards ra..."lging from $24, COO for foe fir!:>t plc:cc= ·wir,;-.cr 
dowr. to $2,500 for the fifth place winner . The co:itcst this year 2.tL~·ucu~d . 
over 500,000 co:-: testa..""lts from our 5~ states. Thc c: contest is known c.s tht; 
Vokc of Democracy Program and is Umited to students who are in the lv~h, 
11th, and 12th grades of high school. Thi.:; year's the.we was : ltiy Cc:1:rii:n~c21t 
to My Country.•: The 50 state winners are brought to our na~ion 1s c~r:ii·~~cl ,,t 
the expense of our Natio:ial Organiz2.Uon and these young people gr2ct: the 
lower tier of our bead table at the Di.i.,ner honoring ~,1embers of Congrc1;s. 

! "nish tc c:::::r-2.:illy invite ';'~U to 3d_?..,..'.:!sfi th.is Dbnt:r , Y 011.r p1·escr.ce w:::.uld 
add □uch to this imp or tan t occasion and I know our National Yoict:: of D ~□ocra. cy 

winners and Senator La.xaJt \You.1d be most pleased if you are able to attend. 
We will arrange our program to meet your busy schedufo . 

As you may know, !,!r. President, before the 11 Carter !1 Administration we wcr<.: 
most fortunate to have either the: f'2·esid ent or the Vice President attend this 
outstanding event . 
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Lc,~king forward to ~u early affirmative ~-eply to our i,.,.yitation to join u.s on 
March 3, I am 

Sir.ccre!·r yours , 

ARTHUR J. FELLWOCK 
National CommanGer-in-Chief 

. , 

! 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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Incoming mail forwarded for your handling 
and disposition. 

Advise if action required by EHD or RC. 

l 
' I 



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
OF Tl-IE UNITED STATES 

HOWARD E . VAN DER CLUTE, JR. 
ADJU TA NT G E N E RAL 

F O UNDED 1899 

NAT I ONAL HEADQUARTERS 

V. F . W . BU I L D I N G 

I( AN S A S CI TY, MI S SO U R I 
64111 

August 10, 1981 

Elizabeth H. Dole 
Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Dole: 

Thank you for your letter of July 30, 1981, addressed to our Commander-in­
Chief Arthur J. Fellwock. I assure you that it is he who is grateful for 
the opportunity to meet with the President. 

As you are well aware it was the Veterans of Foreign Wars that endorsed 
Ronald Reagan for President early in the campaign. This required setting 
aside an eighty year tradition within the organization of political non­
partisanship. 

Indeed, we are pleased with the direction of this administration relative 
to our national security and the common defense. We are hopeful that our 
established dialogue with President Reagan concerning the preservation of 
veterans' entitlements will continue to strengthen. 

Permit me to convey Commander-in-Chief Fellwock's kindest personal regards. 

HVC:jn 

Sincerely, 

oward E. Va 
Adjutant General 



OFFICE OF 

DIRECTOR 

NATIONAL SECURITY AND FORE IGN AFFAIRS 

VETERANS OF FORE I GN WARS 
O F T l-I E UNIT ED S T ATES 

FO UND ED 1899 

V . F . W _ M EM 0 RI A L BU I L D I N G 

200 M ARYLAND AVEN U E , N.E. 

W AS HINGTON, D . C. 20002 

Mr. Morton Blackwel l 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

July 21, 1981 

I recently received a most thoughtful note from Jack Marsh indicating 
that a determination had been made that the position of Under Secretary 
of the Army should be filled by an individual with a substantial back­
ground in industry. 

Accordingly, I wish to thank you with all my heart for your interest, 
support and counsel at that time when I was under close consideration 
for that position. 

Please pass along to Maizelle my thanks for all her help during t ha t time. 

"Corny" as it sounds, I start from the premise that I owe this country 
everything and the country owes me nothing. It was an honor to have 
been considered. 

Best personal wishes. 

Cordially, 

PJ/mmt 



NEWS 
Washington Memorial Building 

'1'8lephone Veterans of Foreign Wars of the US. 
202-543-2239 200 Maryland Avenue, N.E .. Washington, D.C. 20002 

"TBE VOICE OF TWO AND ONE II.ALF IIILLION MEN AND WOMEN OF TBE v.n« AND ITS.ADXILill!'" 

FORRILIASI: 

IMMEDIATELY 
(Nev. 22, 82) 

THE VA ADMINISTRATOR 

WASHINGTON, D.C.--"The VFW n0tes with optimism the nG>mi­

nation by the President of Harry N. Walters, an Assistant Secret a r y 

ef the Army, to be the new Admi nistr ator of Veteran,s Affairs," sai d 

James R. Currieo, National Commander-in-Chief. 

"When the Senate confirms the nomination, the VFW hopes 

Mr. Walters woul d make h i s f i rst pri0rity as VA Administrator a s i n­

cere attempt to carry out Pres i dent Reagan's commitment to veterans 

made at the 80th VFW Nati onal Convention, i .e., hospital and medi ­

cal care with adequate funding, compensat ion kept abreast of in­

flation, an increase £or Vietnam ve t e r ans goi ng to school under 

the GI Bill, keeping the VA hospita l system separate from any 

national health plan, and national c:;emeteri~s - l 0cated· near rela-

tives. He also pr omised to keep veterans p r eference," said Curri eo . 

"We look forward t C} ·wor king wi th Mr . Wal ters ta, 

strengthen the pr0grams of ve t e r ans and t o provide the best medi­

cal care possible," Curri eo added . 

( continued) 
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BIOGRAPHY OF HARRY N. WALTERS 

Became Assistant Secretary of the Army for Manpower and 

Reserve Affairs, on 8 June 1981. He is responsible for the super­

vision of all Army policy pertaining te manpower and personnel 

management of reserve affairs, to include the Army, National 

Guard and the u. s. Army Reserves. 

Mr. Walters was born on July 4, 1936 in Fostoria, Ohio. 

Received BS degree from the u. s. Military Academy, West Point, 

New York, in 1959. All-American honors as fullback on Army team. 

Commissioned to infantry, Army, Air Force and Ranger School at 

Fort Benning, Georgia. Served with 25th Infantry Division in 

Hawaii, Laos and Thailand. Completed active military service in 

1963--continued in Army Reserves until 1965. 

Executive Vice President, Standard Paper Manufacturing 

Company, Richmond, Virginia 1973-76. In the past he has been 

Associated with Plain and Paper Company, Michigan; Kimberley Clark 

Corporation, Wisconsin and New York City; Pure Oil Company, Miami, 

Florida. In 1977 Mr. Walters purchased and became President and 

Chief Executive Officer of the Potsdan Paper Corporation in Potsdan, 

New York. This particular papermill had been idle in large un­

employment area and by reactivating the mill he brought prosperity 

and success to hundreds of employees. 

Mr. Walters makes his home in McLean, Virginia. Is 

married and has two children ages 14 and 19. 

-30-



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED ST ATES 

t 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

-f;l 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylbania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500 

To whom it may concern: 

The attached correspondence was 

//

per.instructions by Mr. Butt, we are 
action you deem necessary. 

KG/eh 

Attachments 

February 4, 1983 

sent to our office for action. As 
forwarding it to your agency for any 

Sincerely, 

i 
KIM GRAHAM 
Special Assistant 

for Employment and Readjustment 
National Veterans Service 

* WASHINGTON OFFICE * 
VFW MEMORIAL BUILDING• 200 MARYLAND AVENUE, N. E. e WASHINGTON, D. C. 20002 e AREA CODE 202-54S-2259 
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: -·~• E_. F ~ETCH ER- C_l::f _I_~_F_ j _~S_P E_C_ TOR 

u.s.POSTAL I NSPECTI ON SERV I CE 

.I 

----- - - ----- --- ·-

1----- --- - - - - -- --- --- - - - - ii 

DEAR SIR: 

- -------------------- ------------------ --- ll 
I AM WRITING TO YOU IN RE TALIATION TO THE LETTER OF CHARGES THAT WAS 

, - -- -- - ----- - - -------- - ---- -- - -·--- - -- .. --- -- ---- - - - --- --------------------- - ---- -- - - ---- - -
FILED AGAINST ME BY VICE-PRESIDENT SO. REGION CHAD N. BUTT. 

I --- - --- - -- - -- --- -- ---- - - - - -- --- - - ----- -- -- - --- -- - -- --- -- -- -- - ----- - - -- - -- - --- ------- - -- - -- - -- --- - -
0 FF ICE R BUTT,IS A PERSON OF DISPICABLE CHARACTER WHICH DOES NOT 

------------------- ----------------------- ,! 
REFLECT FAVORABLLY THE IMAGE OF THE U.S.POSTAL SECURITY FORCE. HE 

10- - -- - - -- --- - - - - -- - - ------ - ----- - - --- - - ------ --- --- --- --- -- - - -- -- - - -------·-- - · - - ----- -- ---- --------- - --!! 

LIKE ALL OTHER MORMONS FEEL THAT HE IS ABOVE AND BcYJ ND REPROACH. 
11-- ------------- -- - --- - -- -- ---- - --- - ---- - --- ----------- ------- -- -- --- -- -- ---- ---- -- -- -- - - -------- -- -- ----------~ 

HJS MORAL TERPETUDE IS ONE OF GRAVE QUESTION IN MY MIND AND THAT OF 
l! - - ---------------------------------------1, 

HIS CO-WORKERS ••• HE APPEARS TO BE I NCLINED TO SEX UAL APPETITE OF 
1)- ------ - - -- -- -- -- -- ----- -- - -- - ----- -- -- -- - -- --------- ---- -------------- ------ --------- ------ --- -- --- -- - -- ---- -u 

THAT OF THE SAME SEXUAL GENDER. I HAVE OBTAINED SEVRAL WRITTEN AND 
14 ---------- ---------- -- ------------ ------- - - --- ---- -- - -- --- -- --- --- -- · - ---- -- -- - --- --- ---- -- ----- ---- -- - - - -- --- - -" 

• < DOCUMENTED EVIDENCE TO THIS FACT. IT IS A KNOWN FACT THAT MORMONS . C 

11----------- ------- -----------------------11 ARE A DANGER TO PUBLIC MORAL CODES OF THOSE CONCERNED. I FEEL HE 
( 16 --- - -------------------------- -------- -- - - ---- --- - _• ___ ______ _ ------------------- ----------- -------- --------- - --- II ( 

OFFICER BUTT, SHOULD BE REASSIGNED TO A LESSER MORE COMPATIBLE 

17 ---------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------f( l ASSIGNMENT. HAVE RECEIVED NUMEROUS COMPLAINTS FROM LOCAL OFFICERS < 

11 -------------- --------- --- --- - -----------SI OF THE LOCAL ALL IN FACT HAVE STATED THAT HE IS A THREAT TO THEIR 
I... 1, ----------------- -- ---- -- -- - - ~--- --- - - -- - -- -- --- -- -- - ----- ----- --- - - - - -- - -- - -- --- - --- - --- -- --------- ----- - -- ---- ti' 

MORAL SAFETY AND WELL BEING. I HAVE QUESTIONED ALMOST ALL OF THE SPOS 
ff -------- ---------- - - -- -- ---- - -------- -- ---- -- -- -- ------------ - - -- -- ---- - ----- ------ -------- - -- ----------- -- -- ---£1 

~ HERE AND THEY ALL ARE IN AGREEMENT WITH ME ••• HIS OFF DUTY ACTIVITY 
21------------------- ----- ----------------- £• 

IS WHER E I AM RECE I VI NG THE COMPLAI NTS FROM. ACCORDI NG TO THE 
11-- ---- - -- ----- ------- --------- ------ -- --- - -- --------- --- - -- -- -- --- ------- ------------ -- -- - - - - - - - ---- -

SHOP STEWARD ON TOUR THREE HE HAS APPRDOACHED HIM SEVERAL TIMES TO BE 
0----- ---------- --- ------ -- ---- --- ------ -- - -- ·--- - --- --- -------- --- - - ----- ----- - --- ----- -- ------ -- - -- -- 11 

L INVITED TO HIS HOUSE OR TO GO OUT AFTER DUTY HOURS. I CANNOT 
)l ___________________ __________ ___________ _ 

TOPLERATE SUC H CONDUCT ON OR OFF DUTY. IT IS A KNOWN FACT THAT 
\._ 11- -- - --- - - ---- - ------ - -- - - -- --- --- -- - - -- -- - - - - - - - ··- - - - - - -- -- - - - - - ---- - - - - - -- - ---- -- -- -- - ------ -- I 

MORMONS TEACH THESE PEOPLE TO BE THIS WAY AND IF YOU WILL REVIEW 
/; __ ___ ___ _________________ ·-- - -- --- ----- ----- - -- - - - -· 

THE HISTORY OF THE MORMON CHURCH YOU WILL FIND THAT ALL OF THEIR 

11------------ ---------- - - - - ---------------- -' 
SEXUAL APPETITES WERE RAVENOUS OF BOTH SEXES. I THROUGHLY AND 

~ ,, - - - - - - - - - - - . - . - .. - . 

MOST ASSUREDLY CO NCUR WITH THE UNIONS RECOMMENDATIONS THAT HE BE 
19 - - --- - - - -- -

L TESTED FOR HIS ME NT AL COMPETANCY, AS I SHOWED SEVERAL TIMES HE 
Jo ____ _ 

OEFINATELY HAS A PROBLEM BOTH MENTAL AND SEXUAL AND NEED S TO BE 
1...... )1 -----

8 ROUGHT TO THE ATT ENT ION OF THE I NSPECT ION SE RVIC E, HI S CHU RCH 
ll- -- -- -

\._. 



"' - ,i ... 

l-- - - -

' -

AND HIS UNIO N THAT HE SO REPRESENTS. TH E POSTAL SERVICE FROWNS 

ON ABNORMAL SEX UAL ACTIVITIES OF ANY NATURE AND I FEEL THAT I 

AM JUSTIFIED IN MAKING THIS RECOMMENDATION AS ALL THE SPOS ON 
s - - - - - ·- - - - - - - - -·- .. - - - -· - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - .. - • - . 

HIS TOUR HAS COMPLAINEC TO ME OF HIS LOCKER ROOM ACTIVITIES. 

-------JI 

---------------------------------- ------ --ll 
THE LOCAL PRESIDENT AND CHIEF SHOP STEWARD HAS PLACED IN ME 

I .• - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - .• - - - - - - - • - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - . - - • - - • - - - . - - - - - - - - - - . 

THE CONFIDENCE THAT THEY FEEL TO RECTIFY THIS MANS INHIBITION. 

I -- -- ------ -- ------ ---- -- -- ---- ---- -------------- - -- --- - - ----- -- - --- --- -- --------- - - ---- ------ --- ---- -- ----- ---- 11 
THE SERIOUS NATURE OF THIS PROBLEM, AND UPON YOU THE IMPORTANCE 1 

------------------------'------------------11 OF THIS PARTICULAR ISSUE, BEING OF THE MORMON FAITH ONLY 
10----- --- ------- -- --------- ---- --- -- - ----------- - ------- - -- -- - -- -- -- --- - - --- -- ---------- -- -- ----- --- --- --------- -[! 1 

CONCURS MY RECOMMf:NFDATION THAT IT IS A RELIGION THAT PRACTICES 

ii ---rHi s--r-v P-i --oF-.-AaNo-RM-A L--ee-H"ivi-oR-: :-.--o -i F-£ci R--a u-r ,.--H-A s--Ao-,., 1 -r i E c,-ro ------------------- ll 1 

ll -----------------------------------------11 
UNION OFFICIALS AND TO SUPERVISORS THAT HE IS A MORMON AND THIS 

j 

~ ---------------------- --------- ------------------------ ------- -- ----- - - --- -- - --- - --- -- ---- -- -- -- -- -- - ---
IS PART OF THEIR RELIGIOUS BELIEF, AS SOME OF THE SPOS HAVE .. 

;· ---Ai" s 0--,-oM-PL.-Al i ED--0-F--TH_E_i ii K--u N-l>E i c LO ,.-H 1-N G--HE--W-E i Rs-.---T-His--i N------------------------" 1 

)l-------- --------------------------------='--- 11 ITSELF SHOULD PROVE THAT THE ALLEGATIONS OF THIS MAN BY SPOS 
' . 1' ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------11 IS VALID AND FACTUAL. I HOPE THAT YOU WILL TAKE NECESSARY ACTION -
11 ----------- --- ----- -------- ---------- ------ -- --- - ------------------- -------------------------------------------- tj 

IN THIS MATTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. I AM.NOT ONE TO MENTION A J 

11 -----------------------------------------11 NAME BUT I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THIS IS TRUE AND CORRECT ANO 

~,---------- ----------------- ---- -------------- ----- ----- ----- --------- ----- --- -------- -------------------------- -11 ) 
I FEEL THAT THE ACTION IS NECESSARY. 

~ ---- -- --------- -- ----- ---- ----- ----- --- ------ -- - -- --- ----- -- ------ -- ------ -- --- - - -- --- --- ------- ------ ---- -[! 
LT. JERRY D. FOSTER ) 

11 
___________________ _,,,S'--"Swl._,C.,_-......,M'--'--"'--EM,._,.__,_P.:...,_H~I_,,_S__,T_,_N,__.3"--'8.._1L.l0.....,_1 ___________ 1

1 

li - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- -- - - --- - -· --- --- - -- --- - - - - - - ---------- - ---- - ---------I J 

n- - -- -- - - -- -- --- ---------- -- --- ---------------- ----- - -11 
j 

!•-----------------------------------------
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Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

Attached is copy of letter of invitation to the 

President which is pursuant to our conversation in 

your office prior to our departure to Birmingham 

after the White House presentations by the President. 

You will note in the invitation that we are aware 

of the unforseen circumstances that will prevent the 

President at this time to give us an answer to our 

invitation. 

I will be in Washington on February 21st and 22nd. 

In the meantime, I will be in touch with your office 

to set up an appointment at your convenience, prefer­

ably on one of the afternoons of the two days. I hope 

that you will be able to see me for a brief few minutes 

concerning a suggestion on 

FREEDOMS 
FOUNDATION 

NATIONAL AWARD 

DI STINGUISHED 
NATIONAL 

VET ERAN S AWARD 

~ -=-=tion. 

ly, 

d Weeks, 
Dire tor. 



'IY MONO WEEKS. O, rector February 9, 1983 
lHN T GOLDEN Associa te Director 

'ONSORING ORGAN IZ ATIONS 1 ,, AMlf.' ,.•,111 .,or, Honorab e Ronald Reagan 
'J.,'.1,~'!:,,~/.'.i~t!;'0Wt:2Ns The President of the United States 

·:: i1~c'.:'.' /',:',',;'or. vFTERANS ASSNThe White House 
H, il \',,\.' I A',SOC:IATIO NS . 
nMi, u,'>I R oF THE cooT1E Washington, D. C. 

//1'·" /, Al- 1l IE RANS OF AMER ICA 
'/I I', 

•EcunvE coMM ITTE E Dear Mr. President: 
,YIJR C/ 1,AR[, ARRINGTON JR 
l , Al'I> H/,11 FY 
l /,I, t1Ai. f I 
Af, Ar 1~• f I flAll lS USNR IRET 
I .Af.' t 1u ~. t~A~rR 
( M 1 I HAH <-; 

',I A, HI 1<11 
,ru,1 1·1 I ll00MERSHINE 
,r ,A, ,1 r IH,AHSION 
1; I 1lf1 Alil'ORD 
tJ f• Hh'UV•✓ - J 

• iJ f 11 I ,i, f~U WFRS 
\H ' f. ni 1J 

I It ' Ali! -( 
AM l'Ar,(1f1 A 

The combined veterans organizations, sponsors of National Veterans Day in 
~irmingham, would like to extend to you a gracious and warm invitation to 
be our guest of honor and speaker at our World Peace Luncheon on Veterans 
Day, November 11, 1983. This year will be our 37th annu.al consecutive 
observance since World War II and we are proud that our program is reco g­
nized as the finest produced each year in America. 

,I r. Hf •wv H COBB JR 
:. •~1 f, 'ODY 
t. ,, •A M I coNcrP JR rRET iThe format of our program is a two-day affair on November 10-11, 1983. , t,At,ll 

- ,., 1,, riFw A line-up of official events is enclosed. The highlight of our two-day 
·r11,,, 1r,tHfH,HAM 

·.·,1 ,, , • 1,A -i1 L program is the World Peace Luncheon at 11: 30 A. M. on the 11th which will 
" l ,! ' tJA "'t l ( l 
''"'' ·. ,,Av,s have in attendance more than 1,000 (capacity) of the leaders in business, 

.1 I t, M DfA5ON 
. ., , . t-ttn education, labor, civic and religious fields. ·.;,.,,- ti Pl MIAh DFNTON 

I ·'I• ' .' 'Al'I f Y 
• : 1,., . (l\ 'J 

., .. , ,,, , 1 ,1isvrH1 The prime movers in helping us to establish our observance in 194 7 which 
··, '-1 f 'J',f IP 
, "' ,, 1 M ,R ,F ND RET , honors the veterans of all wars since 1776 were the firs t Secretary of 

,,rJl l, ( ,At.~'H ! 
• ,, <,A,10N Defense James Forrestal, General George C. Marshall who succeeded Secretary 
1,' ,\I, (,'! MfR 

•. f.,, ,, {,ini11L Forrestal and General Dwight D. Eisenhower . I am enclosing in this invi-
. .Ir; •ii IJl<Y V GPAHAM <RET , 

, ••• , ,,,. 1 r, JR tat ion brochure some inter es ting material which was part of last y ear 's 
1"''-<,A'l 

,,1, ,w..,,. rc,1 1 program. This will give you a good idea of the scope of our past o bs e r-
,! ,, ;,1,1 ff <J HANNA RET 

' ·' ·, H Ii llAt,S0N JR tRET I vances. 
',A' 11., t•<J\Nf LL rlU-LI N 
,',,\H[ ii''• , INS • 
hf1 ,. , '/ :, 1 • 1AM C HUGHES iREl, 
,, ., ,. . ,. r HuH JR we realize, of course, you could not at this early date give us a firm 

PH' ;', fl,,. ',f 
,,.,,.,. ·. 1 ( acceptance of our invitation. However, if you would consider a tent a tive 
', ' •' '. :. i tAM A JACKSON 

:. ,,, . ,-,11soN 111 acceptance at this time without any public announcement it would be helpful 
l,j 1; ,,. r, ~) JOr~ rs 

.,,,. ,,.,,, 1 ,, and appreciated. We know there are many unforseen circumstances which 
~I, . 

~, 1 •: .-. ·,, might preclude your being with us. ,Ir . .. , ·I'.',,, M MARTI N 
· ,I ', ... , 1'.IA l MF PRIL L 

, Id • , .', ' ,1r, A Ml(, l' LE 
~A f ' l \~ .'' 

, r,1 · 1 • t. •, 1,(;fjl B 
Al r11 ;, , 

Once again, I want you to know how grateful my family and I were on the 
MASON 1RFT I • f . f h p . d . 1 C . . M d 1 . occasion o your presentation to me o t e r es i entia itizens ea in 

• f-1, JH, 1• t•APC,(J r~ 'S 
t•,\I"[, I·/ ' .' 

I 1 ,[1, f v Pf WIT 
At j I) ,, /l 1~ ;~ 

, t,f r. , .,,, v, f<[DDFN 
t"n 1 • i t, 1 (...c ,r ~ 

,'lt~ ,. I' d~ ',1f I ,1,[J JR 
c >'-" ,1 <, ii ht-LS Jf--' 
r • 11 JI' _,,( Ji~f S 
.Al<'• • if"~ 

, ( •• , , f (Jf ' 

., ·, lt,71IOPD J SKINNER 
t '.1 r,•. A. ht p~ ~F SMITH 

• '.' 1 ' ; 'I I ., 1• 

,:.· ,·. 

the Whit e House on Veterans pay, November 11, 1982. 

Looking forward to welcoming..<>you to America's Number One Program on 
VeteragftiPay , 1983, I am, wi~h kindest regards and best wi s h es from all of 

(~J. ~ft\~ -..i , • ;. . .. ,"o" .7 .11& Very sincerely yours, 
. . ,., .. , •• , •• ,.,,.,,.., !" -~ 

I kt I illJ M , IJl', l l ~1 Lt H\ lil I) 

I (JUN(.,A I J(JN NA I ION,\! 
NAr llJ N.A L AWARO Vt 11 HAN :) AWAIW 

RW/bwm 
En c 0c:1 ires 

Raymond Weeks, 
Director 

u s, 



12:00 Noon 

5:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

7:30 AM 

9:00 AM 

11:30 AM 

2:00 PM 

4:30 PM (Or 
Immediately 
After Parade) 

OFFICIAL PROGRAM 

1983 

NATIONAL VETERANS DAY IN BIRMINGHAM 

NOVEMBER 10TH 

Association of the United States Army luncheon 
Boutwell Municipal Auditorium 

Distinguished Guests Reception 
Birmingham Museum of Fine Art 

National Veterans Award Dinner 
Boutwell Municipal Auditorium 

NOVEMBER 11TH 

Distinguished Guests Breakfasts 
(Individually Sponsored by Service Organizations, 

Veterans and Civic Groups) 

Memorial Services 
Catheral of the Advent 

World Peace Luncheon 
Boutwell Municipal Auditorium 

National Veterans Day Parade 

Awards Presentation 
Boutwell Municipal Auditorium 



NEWS 
Washington Memorial Building 

'Rtlepho:ne Veterans of Foreign Wars of the US. 
202-543-2239 200 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Washington, DC. 20002 

"THE VOICE OF TWO AND ONE RALF MILLION MEN AND WOMEN OF THE V.EW AND ITS AUXILIARY" 

FORRILIASI: 
IMMEDIATELY 
(Oct. 27, 82) 

AGENT ORANGE REPORT 
SHOCKS VFW 

WASHINGTON, o.c.--"The General Accounting Office re-

port of the Veterans Administration's handling of complaints by 

Agent Orange victims should shock every veteran," said James 

R. Currieo, National Commander-in-Chief of the VFW. 

The report by the investigative arm of the Congress 

pointed out inadequate physical examinations, a central reg­

ister which did not contain addresses of those examined, little 

or no attempt to reach those who might have been exposed to herbi­

cides and only one of 14 VA hospitals surveyed had a follow-up 

program for veterans -with diseases which might have been caused 

by Agent Orange. 

"This proves complaints made by Vietnam veterans and 

the VFW concerning the VA's Agent Orange program," said Currieo. 

"The VA has had years to establish a g0od outreach plan 

and a study of the effects of exposure to many types of chemicals. 

It is time for the new Administrator to take charge and win the 

confidence of Vietnam veterans in an agency they look to for 

assistance," said Currieo. 

-30-



NEWS 
Washington Memorial Building 

n.lephone Veterans o1 Foreign Wars o1 the US. 
202-543-2239 200 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20CX)2 

"TBE VOICE OF TWO AND ONE BALI' MILLION MEN AND WOUIH OF TBE Y.EW: AND ITS .AUXILIARY" 

FORRILIASI: 
IMMEDIATELY 
(Oct . 27, 82 ) 

VFW REQUESTS QUICK ACTION 
ON AGENT ORANGE STUDY 

WASHI NGTON, D.C.--"The VFW is pleased that the Veterans 

Administration has des ignated the Centers for Di sease Control to 

undertake the Congressional y mandated Agent Orange study. The 

procedure for getting the· study started has taken too long ; there­

fore , we are requesting quick action by the CDC in det ermining what 

herbicidal exposure does to veterans," said James R. Currieo o 

The VFW Nationa l Commander-in-Chief pointed out that 

several years ago the VFW sugge sted this study be conducted by 

someone, other than the VA, who could assure a credible scientific 

work which would be accepted by Vietnam veterans. 

"The VFW also has recommended that veterans with diseases 

probabl y caused by exposure to the defoliants used in Vietnam 

receive compensation now and the burden of proof be shifted from 

the veteran to the government when disallowing service connection 

for the diseases," said Currieo. 

"It is vital that the CDC undertake its study at once 

to determine the e ffects of these poisons on the human body. 

The VFW calls for rapid, but professional, action," he said. 

-30-



NEWS 
Washington Memorial Building 

'1'8lephone Veterans of Foreign Wars of the US. 
202-543-2239 200 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Washington, DC. 20002 

"THE VOICE OP TWO AND ONE RALF MILLION MEN AND WOMEN OP THE v.rw: AND ITS ADXILIART" 

FORRILIASI: 

IMMEDIATELY 
(Nov. 22, 82 ) 

VFW REQUESTS LAW TO COMPENSATE 

VIETNAM AGENT ORANGE VICTIMS 

(Editors note: The following is a statement by VFW Commander­
in-Chief James R. Currieo, Sierra Vista, Arizona, l eader of the 
2.5 million VFW and Auxiliary, at a joint press conference with 
Representative Tom Daschle, D-S.Do) 

WASHINGTON, D.C.--"The VFW is requesting that legislation 

be introduced in the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of Representa­

tives to authorize Vietnam veterans who were exposed to Agent 

Orange and other herbicides to receive compensation for service 

connected diseases and disabilities. 

"These infirmities must bear a causal relationship 

to such exposure as determined by Veterans Administration medi ­

cal personnel and should be incurred by veterans who served in 

Vietnam in areas where herbicides were used. 

"Such service in .these areas should be presumptive 

-------.. --~-o f ~isability and proof of the l ack of exposure and disability 
- .. ...__ I ,, 

(continued) 



page 2 

should be on the governmento 

"The VFW requests this legislation because Vietnam 

veterans have suffered enough at the hands of their government 

which sent them to fight , used potential disabling herbicides 

and has done little to assist them in treating probable dis­

abiliti es and determining the effects of exposure to herbicides. 

"It is clear that the VA was derelict i n the early 

phases of its study of Agent Orange and similar herbicides. 

The VFW urged at the start of the research that an all-inclusive 

study be conducted by an i ndependent agency. Delays and pro­

crastination have been normal practices. Recently, the National 

Academy of Sciences cited des i gn flaws in the plan to question 

veterans who were in Vietnam and might be studied to ascertain 

the effects of exposure. 

"I t is clear that veterans must receive compensation 

at this time while the study continues. Veterans cannot wait 

another ten years to be told that they are disabled from Agent 

Orange and other poisons. 

"The VFW recommends that after authorization, money 

in addition to reg l ar funds for compensation be appropriated 

to cover payments for her b icide disabilities. If a man was 

disabled by his governmentf he should be cared for by that 

government , it's as simple as that. " 

-30-
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1 
Volunteer Group, Dedicated Toward a Full Accounting of P.O.W.'s and M.I .A.'s 

.~x~ 
Brfng Them Home 

September 1982 NEWSLETTER Deliberately Delayed 

JUST IN CASE any of you might have mi ssed the report on the delegation that just returned from Vietnam and Laos, we thought it 
would be better to delay our letter for about 10 days and give you an up- date on what transpired . Just prior t o their return 
on the 29th, ther e were pictures beamed via satellite showing them examining a crash site of a C- 130 ••• stepping gingerly over 
r usted debris from the plane . Two minute shards of skeletal remains were recovered and given to the U. S. representative wi t h 
them for deliver y to the Lab in Hawaii . This cr ash site was in Laos AND was one they had asked to see . They were also going 
to be taken to the caves up nor th but the weather tur ned bad so they continued with the original plan to go to Hanoi . Thei r 
trip there was to last the week, but seemed to be under a news blackout . Ron Miller of ABC was with them but, we gather, was 
unable to send back anything . We sure look forward to a report from him soon . (Some small facts you may not know : thev were 
not allowed to take along their own int erpretor ; and Anne Keegan of the Chicago Tribune was allowed in Laos, but not Vietnam) 
Before returning they were taken to the caves in Sam Neua Provi nce, Laos . Perhaps you saw the film of them slogging through 
the rough terrain, s lithering into the caves and searching . Thi s was not their worst physical problem . They were also the 
victims of bat and insect attacks . And their physical torment undoubtedly was no where near what they suffered emotionally ! 
These were all family member s on t he Board of Directors of the National League of POW- MIA Families . On Sept . 30th members of 
the group appeared on the TODAY SHOW and CBS MORNING NEWS and i n the afternoon testified befor e the HOUSE COMMITrEE ON ASIAN 
AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS . The League will be reporting to its members and guests and I don't want to take any of their thunder, 
but I don't think it unfair to tell you ••• their reaction seems UP ! The Vietnamese promised to meet with the American repre ­
s entatives four times a year •••• a promise we hope they will keep ••• and make meaningful !! They felt the Laotians were more 
inclined to cooperate and that is gr eat with us . We have had a request for a meeting with the Lao government in their hands 
for some time . More on that later 

SINCERE THANKS 
SOME DEBTS of gratitude have to be paid before I can go on and talk about plans for our BIG DAY , on Sunday, October 24th ! 
I mus t begin with the Air Force Sergeants Association ' s International Convention in Phoenix in August . The tremendous support 
we received from them last year was even more gigantic this year . We arrived there with a litt le over 3,600 members & hoped 
to get to 4,000 before I left . I was pretty discouraged the day before I left as I only had 57 new members - BUT - at the 
Auxi liary business meeting the last mor ning, Victor "Bart" Bartholomew, the AFSA Kansas President stood in the room as Ii;poke 
and bemoaned my disappointment . In less than 2 minutes I found out why things were so slow for me . He presented me with a 
stack of 192 new appl i cations and $425 from AFSA and the Auxiliary began showering applications and money over my shoulder at 
a rate too fas t to count . Another group from Michigan had the white labels on their red ribbons laminated and stitched on . 
NM ' s Chapter 1201 had 4000 bumper s t .ickers with the POW logo and AFSA logo on each side that read : "HAVE THEY ALL REALLY BEEN 
ACCOUNTED FOR?? ASK YOUR CONGRESSMAN !" Kansas gave away a free chance on Budweiser scarf & hat set or beer mug ••• to anyone 
showing them a membership car d from us !! There were RED RIBBONS all around and on nearly everyone not in uniform . But, the 
last night at dinner, someone s tarted collect ing $1 fine from anyone not wearing a ribbon ••• • she kept it up the next morning 
at breakfast. and I heard laughing complaints of being fined twice ••• • but they paid ! When I left I had 357 new members and 
$1056 ••• PLUS active help from Chapters in Alaska, Hawaii, as well as Germany and Italy . I know what its like on cloud nine.! 
Also as a result, we have a Mid- West Coordinator in the person of Bart Bartholomew, and 2 state Coordinators : _Mary Montgomery 
in Texas, and Charles Mank in Illinois. To everyone from AFSA, staff included, we send our heartfelt thanks . 

More thanks go to ; Co- State Coordi nators for Connecticut ••• Angela Fabrizi-o and 1lebbie Franzim:re --Cwho i11~ide1rta~11y ·d-±d a 
fabulous job on the Parade and progr am in Bristol, September 26 . ) For that too, our thanks. Minnesota has a State Coordinatur 
t hank y--: v. Pat ty Skelly, she wi ll be remembered up there and in Washington, D. C. as one very knowl:!dgeable lady on this subject . 
They ' ll be your local r epr esent atives to set - up s tatewide pr ograms and answer your ques tions , but you wi ll coni ntue to get the 
NEWSLETTERS f r om us here . We STILL need state coordinat or s •••• • • so PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING US •.••.. we ' ll help you, too! 
Ther e are still more people t o whom we mus t shaw our gratitude : To Cox Lumber Company of St . Petersburg for allowing us to use 
their parking lot for our garage sale ; to an annonymous company in New Jersey whose employees cared enough to copy our appli­
cation and individually s end in 28 members . AND , our special thanks to the MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. Morris F . Dixon, Jr . Detach­
ment, who s ent $1 for each of their $113 members, plus a donation ; and to the Young Marines of the s ame detachment, whose 
membership of 41 each s igned up . (It would be the greatest thing any organized group could do •••• ask EACH ONE of their members 
to join us . The one dollar wouldn ' t strain a single person ••••• BUT, the accumulated money and the added member would be an 
invaluable asset to us in membership clout and working capital . ) To all the above mentioned, again •••• WE SEND OUR THANKS . 

CONGRESSMAN JOHN LeBOUTILLn:;R (NY) earned a special place in our hearts, when he was asked during an interview, "What is your 
major political concer n?" He answered ..... "I have one thing I care about more than anything else ; I am als o convinced, 
I KNOW FOR A FACT THAT THERE ARE LIVE POW ' s IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. Some of those guys have been s itting there for 14 or 15 years, 
abandonned by their gover nment . I would ive u an t hin i n m life to be able t o et thos e u s out !" WOW ! Call the 
local office of your Congressman or woman and ask them, "What have you done in t he las t we eks to gain the release of thes e 
men?" Better yet ! ••• Read them the statement then ask the ques tion •••• If you don ' t like their answer ••••••••• • • • 
••• • • Ask them to reques t the DIA (Defense Intelligence Agency) briefing on the POW- MIA s ituation ••••• Wait a week ••• • • 
Try again . • • • If they have been unable to get the briefing due to vacation . • • • Ask 'hypot hetically •••••••• '.'As suming the 
men are over there •• how would you help?" .• •••• If you are still not satis fied, tell· him or her you shall now •••• 
Call and ask their opponent the same hypothetical ques tion ••• Don ' t wait too long as time is short . (Perhaps the press 
and the public would like to kno;; just how the "people working for them" feel about the pris oners and missing ! 

NEW RECORD ! ! We really s et a record this time . In August we had 3 ,634 members . By the time our charter was 1 year old 
on September 28th, we had gai ned 998 more members ••.•. and today, less than 2· months later our total is 4,749 ••• IMAGINE !! 
A growth of 1 ,115 members since August 13th. You have all been terrific •••. but if you thought I would allow you to rest on 
your laurels ••• • THINK AGAI N. It ' s just so EASY for each one to bring in one ••• j us t one by Veter an 's Day , November 11th and 
we ' d have 9,498 ••••••••••••••• AND •••••• then if each one sent one in by the New Year, we ' d have 18,996 (no 19,000 cause I ' d 
get the other 4) Imagine, the Board could go to t he special 10th Anniversary Candlelight Ceremony at the White House on 
January 27th representing 19,000 members! Again, WOW ! Please try ! This special mid- winter meeting is sponsored by 
the National League of Families of American Prisoners and Miss ing in Southeas t Asia . 

While we ' re on this subject, I would like to invite anyone in the area OR able to attend to think about joining us 
there those 2 days . Let me know and we' ll get the candles •••••• Boy! I ' d love to see 1600 Pennsylvania Ave at 8 p . m. looking 
like noon! Rooms will probably be between $40- $50 per day to accommodate 2 to 4 persons. There will be more information of 
this in our November letter after I hear from the League •••• but f or the sake of a good showing for our Mis sing Hos tages ••• 
I wanted to tell you now so you can consider a two day trip to D. C. as a Chris tmas present or winter honeymoon as well as a 
VISIBLE SHOW OF SUPPORT FOR OUR MEN !_ 

GOVERNOR JAMES A. RHODES OF OHIO i ssued a Proclamation and dedicated October 24 to the POW- MIAs and their families to draw 
attent i on to t hei r special plight . If ot hers of you are holding Proclamat i ons, please send us a copy s o we can pr oper ly 
t hank the governors. Also if t here are any from your cities. We have several here, but pl an t o list t hem f or t hanks in our 
November NEWSLETTER •••• We have received anot her s upply of RED BANNERS, (6 1 long x 411 wide - wi t h a grommet. • • t o fly 
under our country ' s flag until this situation is resolved ) ••••• all we ask is t he request be written on· t he off ic i a l stationery 
of your t own. (Thanks f or Pr oc lamation t o Viet Nam Veterans Memorial Post 4796, Wi llowick , OH , of the VFW) 

REMEMBER DRIVE WITH YOUR HEADLIGHTS ON THE WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 23-24 TO REMIND THIS NATION OF OUR LIVING PRISONERS & MISSING! 
. ,_ 



COMPUTER CHANGE : Ever mi ndful of the economy, we gathered round the table a couple of weeks ago and combined all memb ers of 
a household on one label for the purpos e of saving pos tage . Now, if your sister suddenly became your wife, or your father 
the husband •• • • please, forgive us . prop a note and we'll straighten it up. Also, if you know of anyone who is not getting 
their NEWSLEI'l'ER, give us the word and we'll stop their deprivation!! 

WE'RE HAVING GROWING PAINS: One office with all the records, 3 desks , typewriter, files and more boxes of records and new 
supplies has us in a peculiar spot ••• stepping over each other and still short-handed. We have to parcel out jobs to be done, 
and sometimes we cover all but the kitchen here . We need HELP!! As I said, our growth has been terrific •• ••• AND it HAS TO 
continue, so if we have to choose between crowding or growing, we'll take growing •••• •• BUT , if anyone in the St . Petersburg 
area has an inexpensive 2 room office, we ' d like to hear from them. BETTER YEJ', if anyone might be looking for a tax break 
or write-off •• • we are an IRS tax deductable organization. Now, in the hope that this miracle will occur, if you have 
a talent for office work •• • plus 2 or 3 hours a day, any week day •• • • then please, give me a call and we'll make up a roster . 
Sorry, but naturally this will only apply here in St. Pete and surrounding area ••• but hang on out there, the time will fast 
be arriving when our State Coordinators will welcome willing hands. PLEASE KEEP THIS PARAGRAPH IN MIND--ITS IMPORTANT TO US! 

SOMETHING ELSE that is important • •• ~ • •• is getting some of what it needs • •• • professional care l I ' m talking about financesl 
We have been very fortunate in securing advice & help from a terrific .guy. He, like so many of our citizens today, has just 
realized we have live prisoners over there, and, as his contribution to the cause, has offered to conduct a fund raising 
program for us •••• at no cost, and no percentage to himself. You'll be hearing more about thi:. real soon. 

MORE CHANGES have taken place. Some time back we lost two members of our Board of Directors; Eleanore Grein and Audrey 
Edleman due to the demands of their job and personal lives. We were sorry they had to go, but as the saying goes, "The 
King is dead--long live the King!" we had to fill their places. ' Most of you know the first member to join us: She is Ruth 
Brellenthin, and our second member will be well- known in the Tampa Bay area . He is Sam McClelland, talk host on radio station 
WPLP and Channel 18 , Vision Cable . He has already spoken out many times on our issue and plans to continue . He will be a 
terrific asset with publicity and Ruth has always been part of the backbone here . We ' re just growing so much that everyone on 
the Board has to be responsible for a special area now. We welcome our new members and also Eleanor Odell, who gives us at 
least one full day a week of secretarial work • • • Linda Neuman has typed the hundreds and hundreds of envelopes we've sent out 
to the other organizations and vet~rans groups, plus the churches about the plans for POW- MIA AWARENESS DAY , Sunday, Oct . 24. 
and Alberta Clarke sees that they all get mailed on time . Thank you ••• • Board members and staff members. 

SHORT-HANDED AND RUSHED may not sound like much of a reason for not doing the things that we should, BUT, we are doing the 
best we can right now . And, please don ' t tell me that the road to Hell is paved with good intentions • ••• I know that, but we 
did have an influx of personal situations here that we out of our control . All this is my way of telling you that as soon 
as October 24th is over, the workers we do have here will gather and send out renewal cards. We know you have not received 
yours and we apologize . As long we we have been so slow • • •• some of you who had it slip your mind will be able to renew. 
Thanks! 

THIS MONTH'S POSTCARD has a different route to travel and a different purpose . You recall I mentioned that we had requested 
permission to visit Laos. We feel that the FULL support of ALL the members of our Association will add to our credibility in 
the eyes of the Laotians, so our request to you is to write and tell their Charge~ •• that they should visit with these members 
of THIS COUNTRY!; LARGEST ORGANIZATION CONCERNED WITH THE MISSING IN ACTION FROM THE CONFLICT IN SOUTHEAST . Tell them this in 
your own words and politely suggest that our numbers are growing daily which indicates the never ending concern the people of 
this nation feel . You could mention we were formed by family members, who are today, completely out - numbered by people whose 
only connection is devotion to their fellow men . When you write, please remember that old adage about "honey & vinegar!" 

One thing I did not mention before, I shall now . It was said on Nightline and some other places and I was 
going to let others spread the word • • •• BUT •• • • to my complete mystification, it is not being given any prominence. My own 
feeling is that it was the most important statement coming out of the meeting . I believe you ALL are entitled to know and 
draw your own conclusions (which , I think, scream out!) At any rate •••. here goes •••••• and this is the gist of what was 
said in both VIETNAM AND LAOS • •• •. it is entirely possible, when our hostile attitude is reformed, that in some remote , out 
of the way village, some chieftan or. villagers could be holding someone !!! 

It seems to me the door is slightly opened and I ' d like us ••• to stick a foot in to keep it that way! Sooooooo 
the postcard takes a 13¢ stamp and the address is : 

PLEASE SEND THIS ONE! ! 
Mr . Khamtan Ratanavong, Charge 
Office of the Embassy 

Remember, for the guys ove·r there, you can be sweet ! 2222 S Street 
Washington, D. C. 

PINELLAS, PASCO, & HILLSBOROUGH COUNTIES IN FLORIDA : 

20008 
Thank them for being cordial to the 

League of Families! 

Please note that our ceremony here for the National Headquarters on Sunday, October 24th will be in LOWRY PARK IN TAMPA . 
We choose this as a central location for the tri- county area. The park has a bandstand- and we'll have music --there are also 
seats in front of the band shell and a bleachers behind t~em •• • • AND a lovely, large field for relaxing on your own chairs or 
a blanket. We have invited VicePresident George Bush to come and tell us what has transpired since we went to Washington 
last October with 1½ million signatures. Also invited ; Governor Graham, Senator Chiles, Senator Hawkins, plus the mayors in 
the outlying communities . Aside from Mayor Martinez of Tampa, the host mayor they have not been asked to speak. There will 
be an EX- POW, some entertainment and some surprises . We want everyone in the area to come ••• have a relaxing afternoon • •• with 
some speeches, a drill team, some refreshments and show the world you care for these missing men and want them home. Thats 
what its all about •••• Sam is taking care of media coverage and we need YOU there to be counted . 

A caravan is leaving from J . C. Penny's Automotiveareain PINELLAS SQUARE MALL at 12 noon . Perhaps you could 
also get a group from Clearwater . From St. Pete, go north on 275 to the Sligh Avenue exit, at the light make a l eft turn 
Sligh (west ) to Boulevard Street and turn right and there ' s Lowry Park •••• which also has a great area for children •• • so, 
please join us for an OLD FASHIONED RALLY at 1 P.M. Sunday, October 24, 1982. ' 

AMERICA RESPONDS : Ours is not the only area that has taken up the invitation to help our POW- MIAs . These are places that 
have already made plans for a program: On Oct . 23 at 10 :~0 am, in ORLANDO's Woodlawn Memorium at their MIA Tree ; on Oct . 24, 
Columbus AFB, MS; Elgin, IL ; Fairmount, MN ; Bristol, CT . Vietnam Vets have plans in Willowick, OH; Newark, NJ; ·Seattle , WA J 
and Lowell, MA . Air Force Sergeants Assoc . is working in Dover, DL ; Salem, OR ; Belton, MO ; Wichita, KS; and Derby, KS; a£ 
well as Elmendorf AFB, AK . Concerned c itizens have plans in Feasterville, PA ; and San Antonia, TX; and Flagler Beach, FL; 
along with New Bern, NC . The Hapgood School in Lompoc, CA ia making plans as is the American Legion Auxiliary in Bradenton, 
FL; the Disabled American Veterans in Sioux Falls, SD; and the Veterans of Foreign Wars in Miramar, and Pembroke Pines, FL. 
To ALL THESE PEOPLE, I SEND OUR SINCERE THANKS •. • . AS WELL AS TO THE 15- 20 PEOPLE WHO CALLED FOR INFORMATION AND MAY ALSO BE 
PLANNING ACTIVITIES . Should any of you be planning a program please, get word to us . The Viet Nam V3ts #28, Philadelphia 
planned a complete parade and couldn't get October 24 so their tentative plans are for Dec . 5th . 

PLEASE won't any of you send us any news articles about AWARENESS DAY. We need all the written material we 
can get to deliver to President Reagan •• •• probably in scrap book form •• • • I don't know, but he needs to see everything that is 
going on. 

A DEAR FRIEND IN HELETOS, TX sent me a lovely letter to send to our local churches asking them to ring their church bells on 
October 24th for us. She also included prayers and Scripture reading relevant to the subject and a few words in behalf of 
these men be spoken, as well as reading the names of . the missing from that particular state . We think this would be great in 
any church. Perhaps you could ask your Minister, Paster or Priest and Rabbi . We will be glad to supply you with the number 
and names of those missing in your state . 

I KNOW THIS HAS BEEN AN AWFUL LOT TO READ • • • • BUT there was a lot to say. Now, I ' ll close with thanks ••• and ask again: 

DRIVE WITH YOUR HEADLIGHTS ON THE WHOLE WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 23- 24 TO REMIND THIS NATI ON OF OUR LIVING PRISONERS AND MISSING! 

Keep .Fai th with our men ! ~o/JtZ.,.. 
Execi veDirector 



RETURN THEM NOW ! 



FOR INFORMATION : 
Forget Me Not, POW-MIA, Inc. 
(Prisoners of War, Missing In Action) 
P. 0. Box 41023 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33743 



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

December 30, 1983 

Special Assistant to the President 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

I deeply regret having to write this letter but as you well know, I have tried un­
successfully since last August to obtain pictures taken by the White House 
photographers during the President's visit to our National Convention in New 
Orleans. Following repeated attempts during the past four months, I have come 
to the conclusion it is almost an impossibility to obtain these pictures. 

As I have indicated on several occasions to both you and Harry Walters, Admini­
strator of Veterans Affairs, I was told by the Presidential advancemen that t hE?se 
pictures would be available to me immediately after the National Convention. I have 
had the privilege of working with advancemen for many years and have found most 
of them to be very trustworthy and sincere when making commitments of this type. 
However, the advance people for the President's visit to New Orleans were not very 
understanding with any request I made in behalf of our organization. Pictures are 
only a part of the story. 

Our own photographers were barred from taking pictures during the President 1s 
visit and, again, I was assured by the advance people that pictures would be made 
available to our organization. If there is anything at all your office can do to 
obtain the pictures taken at that time, i t would certainly be appreciated. I am 
especially interested in the photos taken of our national officers and Ladies Auxiliary 
leaders. These pictures were taken immediately after the President 1s speech and 
would prob ably be listed under what the advance people call 11 p hoto opportunities . 11 

Anyway, these particular pictures are, of course, sought by the individuals who had 
their pictures taken with the President. I can assure you, and if for no other 
reason than the political aspect, it would be a good idea for someone to look these 
photos up and get them to me as soon as possible. 

Also, during the President's visit to New Orleans you will recall he signed the 
Veterans Job Training Bill and I have been trying to obtain two of the Presidential 
pens since that time. Again I have been unable to get any cooperation from White 
House personnel. Any assistance you can offer me in this endeavor will also be 
appreciated. 

-; 

~ely your friend, 

co~ 
Executive Director 
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