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maintaining the integrity of veterans' benefits programs for those who h 32 rendered
a great service to our nation.
This « 1wcludes my statement, and I would be happy to respond to questions you

7 have at this time.







"Now, for the fourth time in five years, an American President has made a bold,
balanced disarmament proposal to Chairman Brezhnev; U. S. and European 'nuclear freeze-
niks,' please note and learn."

Here follows a summary and an analysis of President Reagan's May 8th arms reduction
proposal:

What the President is proposing is a plan that stresses eventual equality in striking
power and seeks, above all, to reduce or remove the big Soviet lead over the United
States in very large land-based missiles.

O0f the roughly 2,400 Soviet missiles, 1,400 are land-based. This includes 308 of
the huge SS18s, each of which carries 10 atomic warheads. The United States has nothing
to match this weapon. There are also 450 four-warhead SS17 and six-warhead SS19 missiles.

The 1,700 U. S. missiles include the land-based MINUTEMAN and 52 older TITAN
missiles already scheduled for retirement. The rest are on submarines. The American
missile force is less of a threat to Moscow's missiles than the Soviet force poses to
this country.

Each side now has roughly 7,500 individual warheads on land and sea missile forces.
Until now, a figure of roughly 9,000 warheads for the United States and between 7,000 and
8,000 for Moscow has been used in official statements. The difference is the 7,500
figure does not include bombs carried on long-range bombers of both sides. The initial
thrust of the U. S. propesal is to focus on the most dest " 1lizing weapons, meaning
Soviet land-based missiles, which are most accurate and therefore the gravest threat to
knock out the MINUTEMAN in a first strike,

The President proposes reductions to an equal ceiling "at least a third below
current levels'" of warheads. In effect, this means a cutback from 7,500 to around 5,000
‘ B il on both side

Most importantly, however, President Reagan then asks that ''no more than half of
those warheads be land-based.'" This means roughly 2,500 warheads on land-based missiles.
This is crucial because the Soviets have 72 percent of their 7,500 or so warheads on
land-based missiles -- more than 3,000 of them on the 308 SS18s -- while the United
States has only 22 percent of its nuclear punch based on land with the rest on submarines

ar  bombers.
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The VFW leader concli | by noting that "of course the Vietnamese Cc nunist will

produce pitiable, deformed ‘'victim' after 'victim' of t : war (or a more recent traffic

accident) for avid Penthous exploitation. They may ev  present some remains of our
honored dead; after all, there's a report JO sets of remains in a Hanoi warehou
"I 1 se that the Muller group, in e 1 some new dol s will not, however

unwittingly, betray some old comrades."

-30-
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The VFW leader concluded by noting that "of course the Vietnamese Communist 1 [l
pr¢ 1ce pitiable, deformed 'victim' after 'victim' of © : war (or a more recent traffic
accident) for avid Penthouse exploitation. They may even present some remains of our
honored dead; after all, there's a reported 400 sets of remains in a Hanoi warehouse.

"I hope that the Muller group, in earning some new dollars will not, however

unwittingly, betray some old comrades.'

-30-
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a Soviet 'Rapid Deployment Force' in place for use in the Persian Gulf, North Africa
or the Horn of Africa.
"Surely," Mr, Fellwock concluded, '"this is no time for America to wobble or falter
as we seek to build an area-wide strategic consensus to halt further Soviet encroachment.
"The AWACs sale was important before President Sadat's passing; it is an inescap: le
strategic necessity today.'

-30-



























