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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 22, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED RYAN

FROM MORTON C. BLACKWELL

SUBJECT: * Veterans of Foreign Wars National Convention

We are headed for a major problem with the ' W.

Having spoken earlier this year to a national meeting of

the American Legion, the President is almost forced politically
to address the VFW national convention this summer.

I understand the President was tentatively scheduled there

but he is now scheduled to be in California on their

requested morning of August 15.

We have gone back to the VFW to get other possible times.
Virtually any tin August 15, 16, 17 or 18 w« do.

The VFW, frankly, has been more supportive of the President
than the American Legion. Yet we have paid more attention
to the Legion. In my view it would be very damaging if

we do not get the President to the VFW convention.

cc: Faith Ryan Whittlesey
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McCain dees not argue the right of Fonda and Hayden to attend the space

launching.

But he correctly questions the judgment of NASA in ho ring Fonda and Hayden,
given her record as a willing and unapologetic propagandis. for a wartime enemy.

McCain will always carry a deformed arm as a result of Fonda's visit to North
Vietnam.

As for Fonda, she merely has become more famous and immensely wealthier.
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A recent report by the National Academy of Sciences
has concluded that the reported incidence of 1 1ltiple myeloma,
a form of cancer, among veterans of the occupation forces
¢ ationed in Hiroshima and Nagasaki constitute no greater an
incidence than that in the general U.S. population.

The VFW was able to save many of “the iter proposed
to eliminate veterans pr ference in reductions in force in
the federal government.

Recent revised proposals extend bump rights from
one to five grade intervals for disabled veterans rated 30
percent or more and extends the appraisal period for government

workers from one to three years.
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Un ployment is .1 too high but : 1is heading
down. Last month's drop was the biggest in 23 y¢ rs. More
Americans are on the job than at any time in the U.S. history.
Economists can arque about the semantics -- strong recovery,
steady recovery, robust recovery. But what matters most is
that Americans have regained confidence in the economy and
we ar going to1 ‘e sure they keep tlr-" confidence.

Another of our »>jectives has ! :n to restore
America's defense streng'*. I don't ne 1 to educate this
aud: nce on how strength keeps peac , but it can be explained
in one word -- deterrence. When I spoke to you last, the United
States had planes that couldn't fly, ships that coiildn't
leave port, and military personnel who coul ” 't wait to get
into civilian clothes.

Well, today, American's military is back on its
feet and prouder than ever. We are acquiring and keeping very
good people. Today, more of our new recruits are high school
graduates than ever hefore in the h: :ory of our military.
Retention is also way up. So far this year, 70 percent of those
we hoped to retain have reenlisted. 1In 1980, the figure was
only 55 percent.

Yes, the hard-hit economy accounted for a portion
of these increases but the economy didn't raise the digniéy
and »>rale our our service men and women, or restore their
pric in military service. I have heard it from gererals and
I have heard it from privat 3. That morale, disciy ine and unit
cohesion have all improved dramatically. Once again, it's an
honor to wear the uniform, and our :rvice men and women know it.
And I hope that makes you as proud as it does me. (Applause)
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