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Of course, this group has a "right" to go tc Communist Vietnam.

It is their judgment that I find shockingly shallow.

To journey, hat in hand, to the perpetrators of '"Yellow Rain' over Kampuchea
seeking information on '"Ay it Orange' is, to put it as kindly as I can, definitively
weird,

As I stated last December, at the time of the first such trip to Hanoi: "If
e'  America's wartime veterans needed to be unified, now is the time. This trip
is an assault on that hard-won unity. I hope that, in earning some new dollars, this
group will not, however unwittingly, betray some old comrades."

That they did last December. Now, apparently believing that even bad publicity
is better than none at all, a comparable group will once again seek to create ''news"
where none exists,

I profoundly regret their ill-considered missicn and, in this sentiment, I am
joined by the ' ;t majority of the over 500,000 Vietnam veterans who are members of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.
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T+ WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 31, 1981

C 1irlotte,

I'm recommending without Morton's
consultation, since he's on vacation.

The Women's auxiliary of the VFW is

surely a good group, worthy of _

attention, etc. However, if Elizabeth
invited ~nly to accept an award,

as opposed .u giving a speech, then

she should decline.

I am pretty sure Morton will be
attending this convention. He can
:cept the award on Elizabeth's
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telephone call to
honoring and

our National

N Tuesday,

, at 12:15 P.M.

bw this procedure.

co 1g all
B W 7e the
11 be present.

me at 816-561-~

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 306 W. 34TH ST., KANSAS CITY, MO. 64111
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WDadies Awiliow to the AU.TF.A".

OF THE UNITED STA® 5
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July 24, 1981

ATTENTION: Charlotte Ellis
Appointment Secretary,
Mrs. Elizabeth Dole:

This letter is a follow-up to a long distance telephone call to
your office on Friday, July 24, regarding our honoring and
presenting an award to Mrs. Elizabeth Dole at our National
Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania -- on Tuesday,

August 18 at Noon, or on Wednesday, August 19, at 12:15 P.M.

A member of your staff suggested that we follow this procedure.

Enclosed is a special invitation to Mrs. Dole containing all
details and information. We certainly hope we will have the
honor of honoring her. Over 3,000 members will be present.

Should you need more information, please call me at 816-561-
8655.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Glenn GroSsman
National Secretary-T1 isurer
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 406 W. 34TH ST., KANSAS CITY, MO. 64111
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Acceptance o, s invitationinclu  for your personal use
, Reserved seating, Convention Hall, Philac.  >hia Civic Center
N Annual Memorial Service
’ Sunday morning, August 16, 10:30 o’clock
Reserved seating, Convention Hall, Philadelphia Civic Center
Joint Opening Session
82nd National Convention, Veterane of Foreign Wars of the 3.

68th Navi~— ~ ~ adies Au.  ryto
Vete rs of the U.S.
Monda; '7,9  o'clock
’ 'sea . annual Military Parade

day evening, August 17, 6:30 o’clock

Reserved seating—V .F.W. Million Dollar Pageant of Drums
John F. Kennedy Stadium

Tuesday evening, August 18, 7:00 o’clock
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Morton C. Blackwell, Special Assistant (p
to the President for Public Liaison

The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Morton:

The 82nd National Convention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States will be held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania August 14-20, 1981, with our
headquarters in the Franklin Plaza Hotel.

Prior to the last Administration, we historically published greetings
from the President of the United States and his picture in our offical conven-
tion program. With a view toward reinstituting this custom, it will be greatly
appreciated if you will furnish me an appropriate script with an 8x10 glossy
black and white photograph of President Ronald Reagan.

For your information, kindly find enclosed a copy of the greetings from
former President Gerald R. Ford as published in our 76th National Convention
program and, also, our pamphlet entitled, '"THE VFW STORY."

With best wishes and kind personal regards, I am

Sincerely your friend,

7 /
T A

C
COOPER T. HOLT
Executive Director
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