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Most of the property loss and damage claims of Government

_>2rsor 21 stems from moves of these personnel and their families

to new duty stations. These moves occur most frequently in the
Llitary services, and in the Department of State and other

foreign affairs agencies, where required change-of-station moves

.are a regular feature every few years.

The Claims Act has been amended periodically to keep pace with
price changes, as a matter of fairness and equity, to maintain
the same level of protection for employees. 1In reviewing the
DOD proposal, agencies indicated that only a small number of
claims exceed $15,000, so that the cost of the increase to
$25,000 would not be significant.

In addition to the increase in the ceiling on settlement of
claims, the enrolled bill makes technical corrections in the
Claims Act. The changes would reflect the fact that the Coast
Guard is now a part of the Department of Transportation instead
of the Department of the Treasury.

H.R. 4688 passed the Senate by voice vote. 1In the House, the
vote, under suspension of the rules, was 370 to 11l.
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-- standardizes cost variation allowances for minor
construction, regular military construction, military family
housing, and land acquisition project ; and

-- requires the authorization for lump s 1 appropriations for
design of military construction proje :s and construction of
defense access roads to be included i future military
construction authorization Acts.

H.R. 6451, the result of clos cooperation between the
Department of Defense and the Congress, will provide unified
treatment of existing law relating to mili iry construction and
military family housing. It should greatly simplify the
Administration's annual review of future d ft military
construction authorization bills.

The enrolled bill passed both the House and the Senate by voice
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