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VETERANS FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, IN~ -+; ~ -

Mr. Morton c. Blackwell 
Special Asst. to the President 
for Public Laison 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington,D.C. 20001 

NATIONA L HEADQUARTERS -·;--
54361 Palmer Street 

South Bend, Indiana 46637 
Phone ~ 19) 277~229 

Dec. 5, 1983 

Re: our letter of Oct. 27, 198Jand the erroneous assumptions contained therein 

Dear Mr. Blackwell1 

I wish to than!, YOU for your reply to my letter previously mailed in July of 1983. 

I t was shocking to me that you and the President could have accepted such an erroneous 

assumption that the fairness of VA's Adjudications has not seriously been uestioned 

by other National Service Organizations. 

On July 12th and the 13th I appeared before the Commit~ee Staff of the House on 

Veterans Affairs and presented documented proofs of the abuse of powers of our Regional 

VA Officials in Indianapolis, the JO year history of my fighting the VA and the BVA 

in their blatan) disregards to their very own Rules & Regulations and brought along with 

me other Veteran's evidences of these abuse of powers, capricious & arbitrary decisions 

and gave visibual proofs of how these officials refused to accept established evidences 

in accordance to Title No. J8 u.s.c. & C.F.R. 

Your letter was mailed to the National V.F.W., D.A.V. Legislati~ Officers in n.c. 

and I called our National Service Offices to inform them of the President's posit i on 

on Judicial Review. They were "shocked" by my revelation of your letter to them. Inorder 

that both you and our President are made aware of the facts, allow me to illuminate: 

"The National V.F.w., the D.A.V., the mvets, The Paralyzed Veterans· of America, The 

ABA, The Veterans of Corrigador, 'lhe Veterans for La.11 & Justice are in complete accord 

for the urgent passage of a Veteran•s Judi~ia'i Ravi 

Legion, with the least disabled veter!P 



-.. 

VETERANS FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, INC. 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

54361 Palmer Street 
South Bend, Ind iana 46637 

Phone (219) 277-5229 

Judicial
1

.~eview. The evidences contained in my files , in the V.F.w., D.A.v. files, 

clearly shblii kl~t the VA has been annually granting only 12% of all the Claims heard 

by the BVA with absolute consistency, while rejecting with the same regularity 77 to 78% 

each given year since 1946. 

I am enclosing a copy o'f"" a !e:tter from !the National V .F .w. Past National Commander 

as proof that the V.F.w! ;lias been championin~/ for Judicial Review. All you need do is 

to contact lbhe other National Service Organizations in Washington to confirm their 

stance on this 1 National Issue. 

of Veterans Ap~eals, knows the full impact of how factually this Board is the greatest 

Adversary any veteran has to iaceJ especially when that veteran confronts the same faces 

years in and out after appearing before them in appealing his claim. After you get 

through reading the news article about my own case, then can you in good conscious tell 

me that the Board is Non...Adversary. In my case, the laws were 0uite specific in Title 

No. 38 D.F. R. that I was eligible to receive 100% Disability Compensation based upon 

my "Un-employability II and other criterions., But instead, after four years of fighting 

the BVA, they granted me 20% ($114.00 per mo.) while the Social Security Div. recognized 

my disability t o be 100%. Again Thad to present Laws to them which were totally i gnored 

and to this day, I don't know what decision they'll make in Washington n.c., but if this 

is America 1 s sense of Justice to its Veterans, then God himself will not stand with us 

in the next major cpn.flict with our enemies l 

cc: vcr 



20 South Bend Tribune, Sunday, July 5, 1981 MET 
Veteran fought VA for 30 years - and won 

'Obsession for justice' simply wouldn't let him quit 

', 

1-' IGIIT OVER FOR VET - Alter 30 years of fighting the 
Veteran,; Administration for disability benefits, Steve Maroszan 
of South Bend is finally going to receive them. Maroszan injured 
his lower back in 1949, while in the Navy, and the VA rates him as 
70 percent disabled, but an omission of the accident from his 
medical records cost him his disability pension for three decades. ... 'ITibuM Stalf Photo 

By MARK MASSA 
'tnbwlest,lfWntu 

ThC're is an old adage that says 
"you can't fight city hall" If you 
can't fight city hall. then fighting 
Washington definitely is out of the 
question. Rut someone forgot to tell 
that to Steve Maroszan. 

For the past 30 years. !\faroszan 
has fought the Veterans Administra­
tion for disability benefits he was 
entitled to. In those 30 years, Ma­
roszan pleaded his case at seven 
different appeals - three regional 
and four at the national level 

ACter hearing the VA say "no" for 
all those years, M?Ioszan finally 
heard the word- "yes" last month. 
The 55-year-old World Warn veter­
an from South Bend, who is 70 
percent disabled ·with a lower back 
proble.m. fought Washington and 
won. 

But why the long battle? \lihy 
would a man spend more than half 
his life fighting a government agen­
cy when his prospects for success I 
seemed so slim? Why was the VA sol 
unyielding in its position for such a 
long time, and then why the change 
of-heart? Difficult questions, some 
of which may never be answered. 

But l\faroszan can answer the 
question of why he persevered ror so 
long. "I have an obsession for 
justice;• he said 

l\faros1.an's troubles all stem from 
a 1~9 omission in his medical 
records. On his second tour or duty 
in the U.S. !'.avy in I~. Marosza 
injured a disc in his lower bac 
while unloading a truck at the Nava 
Resen·e Training Center in Soul 
Bend. A Navy physician treated th 
injury. but made no mention of it in 
~laroszan's medical file. 

Maros:zan's disc problem contin­
ued. and two weeks later the same 
Navy doctor was disp.0 tched to 
examine him. l\faroszan said during 
that examination, the doctor (who 
still practices today m South Bend) 
qu<'!-.1 ioned him about any prior back 
injuries he might have had. '>larosz­
an rrplif'd that he had strained lus 
back in the shoulder region in IM7 
,, h1IC' work.mg for Interstate Glass 
Co.. Inc .. m South Bend. In the 
llll'ant11ne.- \laros1.an had passl'<I a 

physical examination before his lion that prohibits a lawyer from For six months, Maros1.an waill'cl 
second Navy tour which showed no charging a veteran more than $10 for word from Washington on thl' 
signs of previous back injury. for total legal services in an admin- board's decision. The letter came on 

But the doctor only made an eutry istra tive appeal June 24. lie said he was afraid to 
in '.\faroszan·s official medical re- Whatever their reasons, they all open it because he had been disap­
cords citing the upper back strain refused. Maroszan said it was at poinied so many limes before, aiict 
that had occurred in 1~7. !\faroszan limes like these that he experienced when he finished the letter he saict 
did not know at the time that his periods of deep depression. lie had he went totally numb. 
record did not include a report on trouble holding onto jobs because lie will receive benefits back to 
the back injury al the Naval reserve his back problems forced him to March 1980, as well as disability 
center in 1~9. It was not until 1950, miss so many work days. lie started benefits from now on. 
when _ he filed for his _disability to_ drink more an~. more._ "I put my "My wife couldn't belie\·e II." ht> 
benefits, that Maroszan discovered wife through hell, he said, and she said. "Finally, we ,ill.st busted down 
the om1ss1on that was to haunt lum left him for a_ while. lie felt all alone, and cried. I've been a loser ror so 
for the next 30 years. _ as 1f n? one m the world wanted to long. For once. I'm a winner.~ 

Maroszan \Vas s_tuck with a tecord h~lp him. lie got so desperate he The years have not been easy for 
that made his mJu_ry _appear _to· be even, tned calling Jane Fonda and Maroszan. Unemployment. pain. 
the r~sult of a c1vtlian _ a~c1dent. A~C s 20/20. . and a recent drug addiction to 
when m fact he had been mJured m Where are all the Good Saman- Valium which doctors had him 
the Navy. (The same doctor wrote a tans?" he asked. _ taking for over four years for back 
letter to the VA m 1977 that rmally In 1976, l\faroszan found his Good pains, are just a few of the hardships 
cited the fact that he had treated Samaritan. lie contacted former he has had to endure. · 
Maroszan at the time or his injury in Third District Congressman John 
the Navy, but the VA dismissed it as Brademas, who referred him to his 
e\idence because in their estima- field representative, Robert Rigney, 
lion it was not contem raneoU5.) an attorney. Rigney's Initial skepti­

Two months later, Maroszan was cism dissipated after seeing the vast 
examined afthe Great Lakes Naval amounts of evtdence Maroszan had 
Hospital, again by the same physi- collected. lie took the case. 
cian, and a change was made in his A 197'! appeal w~ turned down by 
diagnosis. The new findings showed the V_A s Rating Foard. Maroszan 
Maroszan's back problems did not andR1gneythenha,!onela~chance 
exist prior to his entry into military to i_-e:,erse 30 yean or unJust VA 
senice. Moreover. on the medical dec15ions - an appt ·al to the Boai_-d 
history form prepared at the Great or Vl:tera11:5 Appe~I:; (BVA). A fail­
Lakes Naval Hospital on Sepl 19, ure m this heanng woul~ have 
1~9. the doctor listed the letters meant the- end ~f the line for 
"NDTOM DNEPTE."meaning"Not Maro_s:zan. llew?~l1·: haveexhausted 
Due To Own l\fiscor.duct" and "Did all his alternatne:. .. lie co_uld not 
Not Exist Prior To Enlistmenl" take the VA to co~ for it Is an 
._;._.;;.c=""'--"--'-=~'-'---'----,,-agency above the Iavr, immune from 

If a 1977 letter was not contempor any judicial review. 
aneous, then Maroszan ~hought a By this time, th) Veterans or 
IM9 medical record certainly would Foreign Wars and ts chief legal 
be. but the VA did not choose to see counsel, Frank Clar had joined the 
things tha~ way: _ !\faroszan-Rigney te.,m. Said Clark, 

The VAs pos1t1on throughout I~ "To me, it was extr~mely ob\ious 
thr~ decades was that '.\faros1.an s that there was clear ~Jlld unmistaka­
sen1ce medical records failed to ble error (in the ')/A's previous 
disclose any injury or trauma in- decisions)." 
curred in the service. But Maros1.an Clark and his cllett went before 
had thousands of pages or evidence· the BVA last Janual) and Maroszan 
that showed otherwise. was awarded the b nefits he had 

Il ls problem was in finding g:>od ro~ght so long and lt.ird for. But the 
legal help, or any legal ht•lp al all BVA never adm1lt<' t1 any error m 
~faroszan said he asked just about previous dec1S1ons. Instead. the 
every attorney in South Rend. but board's decision sa~! there was a 
th<>v all refused- mavbe bt'caus<> or basis for a difference or opinion. and 
the· apparent hop<·lessnes.-; or the 1t was wlllun the . bo:1rd's power to 
fase, or because or a federal regula- grant Maroszan his benefits. 

----------...... ~ - t_ ____ _ 

But maybl• the most difficult 
burden for Maroszan to bear was 
the lonelines,. the reeling that no­
body cared. I le called it "a living 
hell." 

"I know ho•.-,, horrible a reeling it is 
when nobody cares," Maros1.an saic1. 
On one of his bedposts hangs a 
rosary, on the other. a .38 caliber 
pistol lie s:.dd he always turned to 
the rosary. but the alternati\"e soml'· 
times cros.<.ed his mind. 

l\faroszan's bitterness is under­
standable. "They ignored the !\a\-~ 
medical records," he said. .. When 
your own military records don·t 
mean nothing to that organization 
(the V /\ ). then a veteran doesn't 
have a snowball's chance in hell" 

Thal concern for other veterans 
punctuates Ma~os:zan·s conversa­
tions. Their plight has contributed to 
his bitterness. "Who knows how 
many more like me are out there"!" 
he asked. "If any'pubUcity about me 
can arouse help for other veterans. 
then I'd do It again, Then everything 
I fought for would be all worth il" 

A doctor once asked him ... Ste\'e. 
wllllt's going to happen wh~" \here's 
no •Jne left to fight?" For .,1 .. .-oszan. 
Uw answer lies in fighting for other 
v1•terans, once he gets his own 
r-ersonal problems straightened out 

.. Now the fight is over rnr me:· h1• 
said "But it goes on for m1luons or 
others." ' 



ETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED ST AT ES 

THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

June 1, 1983 

Stephen S. Marozsan, Chairman 
Veterans for Constitutional Rights, Inc. 
54361 Palmer Street 
Sou ~h Bend, IN 46637 

Dear Comrade Marozsan: 

First, permit me to commend you for ·the work you are doing as Chairman 
of Veterans for Constitutional Rights, Inc., with respect to judicial re­
view of the decisions of the Administrator of' Veterans Affairs. 

Plaudits are also due the mayor of South Bend, Indiana, the Honorable 
Roger O. Parent, and the County Commissioners who· will hold a special pro­
clamation day on Flag Day, June 14, 1983 in front of the county courthouse 
building to make the citizens of South Bend aware of the need for judicial 
review. 

As you are aware, your VFW has been in the forefront of the judicial 
review fight for a number of years and the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee 
has ordered favorably reported to the Senate, S.636·, to establish judicial 
review of the decisions of the Administrator of Veterans Affairs. 

Again, my congratulations to you and the mayor of Sou~h Bend f or your 
meritorious efforts in supporting . our efforts with ~~e . Congress of the 
United States to make judicial review a reality. 

With best wishes and kind regard~, I am 

Sincerely yours in comradeship, 
. 

I~~ 
/ SR. CURRIEO 

., onal Commander-in-Chief 
l / 

* WASHINGTON OFFICE * 
VFW MEMORIAL BUILDING e 200 MAR.YI.AND AVENUE, N,E. e WASHINGTON, D. C. 20002 • 5799 e AR.EA CODE 202•543-2239 . 


