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W. E. THOMAS, Jr.
5742 Monalee Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95819

August 27, 1980

Governor Ronald Reagan
Pacific Palisades
California 90272

Dear Governor Reagan:

Shortly after you became Governor of California, our Sacramento
Chapter 51, Reserve Officers Association of the U. S., voted to
present you with a paid 5-year membership in the ROA. It was
my pleasant assignment to present you with your membership

card in your office. I enclose a copy of the envelope in
which I received your card and the note from Col. John Carlton,
who was Executive Director of our National Office at that

time.

I also met with you earlier when you signed a proclamation

in recognition of the €0th Anniversary of the U. S. Army
Reserve (copy enclosed), and later on when you signed National
I 1se week proclamations, and when you were our featured

< ter at the Eagle Scout Recognition banquet March 28, 1974
at the Woodlake Inn,

During your second term, I made at least six attempts to get
through your staff to discuss continuing your membership in
ROA. You are fully entitled to membership in ROA and it was
my thought that you would want to continue and pay your own
dues. Five year membership dues at that time were 340. On at
least two occasions, I left a memoranrdum for you making this
proposal. I was unsuccessful in all of my attempts and became
frustrated by one of your staff members to the point I dis-
continued my attempts.

Now, I want to make another proposal and relate it to your
campaign for the presidency. Let me first tell you that I am
ore nf the earlv members and continuous suvpvorters of vour

organizations or individuals. | am one o1 those who 1s
"putting his money where his mouth is"., Also, I want you to
know there are nearly 120,000 members in ROA nationally, cf
which 13,200 are in California. Most members are community
and business leaders with families, so we are talking about,
"1 the 1 > of 500,000 voters.




I do not want to see you get an ROA membership from National
Headquarters =fter you are elected president, the way Carter
did. Therefore, I propose that you apply for a life member-
ship now, All dues will be incrt sed on October lst, so it
is a good time. Then I will match that amount with a
contribution for your campaign, to CFTR, to Jesse Helm's
Americans for Reagan, to the Republican National Committee,
or one you indicate will do the most good.

As you and I are nearly the same age, I know which bracket
you fit into for a Life Membership. The 66-70 bracket is
now $96 and goes up to $128 on October 1lst. Du¢ a3 tax
deductible as a professional organization. I enclose appli-
cation blanks.

I sincerely trust that you w’*" take the action I propose.
It will be good campaign strategy and very timely. Please
advise me of the action you take.

Most 31ncerely,

;:167 /416>¢m442&4f’

W. E. THOMAS, Jr.
Col. USAR - Ret

Ph. 916-455-5340
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Colonel W. E. Thomas Jr.
5742 Monalee Avenue
Sacramento, California 95819
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FROM THE DESK OF

COLONEL JOHN T. CARLTON
USAR

Governor Reagan's membership card.
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Executive Director

RESERVE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
of the UNITED STATES

1 Constitution Avenue, N.E.

Washington, D. C. 20002
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