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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
= r. . r
e 10 AUG 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Nomination of Mr.  Raymond Weeks for the Presidential
Citizens Medal

It is a pleasure to forward the attached nomination of Mr. Raymond
Weeks of Bi ingham, Alabama, for the Presidential Citizens Medal.

The n 1y —tivities of Xr. Weeks in support of our Armed Forces
and our Nat '>n's veterans, foremost ¢ »>ng them his leading role
in the establishment of Veterans I y as a national observance,
clearly warrant special recognition.



Nomination For The Presidential Citizens Medal

NOMI ™

Mr. Raymond Weeks
Director of National Veterans | y in Birmingham,Alaba

This nomination was first submitted in 1981 and approved by both ti
Secretary of the # _ and the Secretary of Defense. We have been advised
informally that it was not approved by the White House since it had been
submitted too late to permit processing of the award by the proposed pres-
entation date - 11 November 1981. The same nomination is forwarded at this
time without a proposed award presentation date. It has been reviewed and
the facts therein are still pertinent. Mr. Weeks is currently organizing
the 36th Anrual National Veterans Day in Birmingham.



L__A-CG (2 Octcber 1981) 2d Ind .
SUBJECT: Rec W . 1 for Av rd of Presidential Citizens Medal

HQ FIRST US ARMY, Fort George G. Meade, MD 20755 22 October 1981
TO: HQDA (DAPE-CPL), Washington, D. C. -20310

Strongly recommend approval of the nomination of Mr. Raymond Weeks for

the Presidential Citizens Medal. Mr. Weeks is without equal in his
contributions to the 'military service and the Nation. He 1s absolutely
deserving of this award. Requesy{ expeditious approval in order that award
may be presented to Mr. Weeks Bi

14 Incl (
: Lieutenant General, USA
C¢ anding



Al -RR-DCG (2 October 1981) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of esidential Citizens Medal

Headquarters, United States Army Readiness and Mobilization Region IV,
Fort Gillem, Forest Park, Georgia 30050 4 ¢ OCT 1981

THRU: Commander, First United States Army, ATTN: AFKA-CG, Fort Meade,
ryland 20755

TO: HQDA (DAPE-CPL), Washington, DC 20310

It is indeed a pleasure to forward the »>mination of Mr. Raymond Weeks
for award of the Presidential Citizens Medal. His actions over the
past 55 years have greatly benefiti is fellov =n and served to

¢ :ablish organizations and traditions that will endure for generations
to come, providing great benefit to our nation. Mr. Weeks is richly

¢ serving of such high recognition.
/,
Aostf Pt

ARTHUR E. BROWN, “JR.
Major ‘neral, USA
Commanding

14 Incl F&I
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‘Congress, vhich.  pi - ? 1967, Vete: Day wz 7sitched to ! iaay to
le with l{c ys which are set to fall on Mondays. However,

by legislative action *~ 1971, at the request of the combined veferans

organizatiocns in Alabama and the wisbés of then Governor George Wallace,

the Birmingham program wvas reestablished to be on November 1lth.















DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS IITFD STATES ARMY | IS . COMMAND
FORT PH 1SON.GEORGIA 5u330

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

AFCG a 18 September 1981

SUBJECT: Presidential Citizens Medal

HQDA (DAPE-CPL)
WASH DC 20310

1. 1 am pleased to add my indorsement to the recommendation for the:
award of the Presidential Citizens Medal to Mr. Raymond Weeks, Director,
- National Veterans Day in Bi r1gham and Father of Veterans Day. The

success of Veterans Day can be attributed, in: small measure, to the
active support; enthusiasm, pe: » | interest, dedication to « :ellence,
and sound professional contributions of Mr. s.

2. In addition to founding America's National Veterans Day, Mr. Weeks
has made many other unique and essential contributions to our military
efforts. These range from military service during World War II to
being an active member of such organizations as Association of the
United States Army, Navy League, Air Force Association of the United
States, The American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the United
Services Organization.. Such involvement and support of our military
is, indeed, deserving of recognition.

General, U. S. Army
Commanding



CHIEF, ARMY RESERVE
Room 3E190, The Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20310

20 August 1981

Executive Secretary

Army It :ntive Awards Board
HQ DA (DAPE-CPU)
Washington, D. C. 20310

Dear Sir:

I enthusiastically join in recommending that

Mr. Raymond Weeks be recognized for his support to

our Veterans, £ :d Forces and national security by the
award ° the Presidential Citizens Medal. As "“father"
of the Birmingham Veterans Day and National Veterans
Day, Mr. Weeks has made enduring contributions to our
national awareness of the importance of service to
country and natjonal security. It is fitting and right
that this deserving patriot and statesman be recognized

by that award.

wILLIAM R. BERKMAN
Major General, USA
Chief, Army Reserve

Sincerely,

Lan.



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

FANNTIZZ4 N B7TH USA MANEUVER AREA COMMAND

T 3851 VEOt O/ ELSE .

Y BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 3

1. A- F-CG ) 10 September 1981

v

SUBJECT: Presidential Citizens Medal

Executive Secretary

Aray Incentive Awards Branch
Hq DA (DAPE-CPL)

Washington, D. C. 20310

1. It is my pleasure to recommend the awarding of the Presidential Citizens
Medal to Mr. Raymond Weeks. He is a most deserving citizen whose hobby of
service to county, state and community sets the highest example for all to
emulate.

2. Mr. Weeks is active in many local, state, and national civic activities.
the founc : of National Veterans Day, Mr. Weeks has served continuously
since 1947 in making this celebration a true honor for all American Veterans.

.3. His tireless and selfless devotion to the improvement of the standard
of life marks Mr. Raymond Weeks as a '"Great American'.

/ m‘%
THOMAS MERRILL

Major General, USAR
Commanding












\ 8

1 September 13981

Executive Secretary

Army lIncentive Awards Board
Hq, DA (DAPE-CPL)
Washington D. €. 20310

A3

Dear Sir:

I understand Mr. Raymond Weeks has been nominated for
the Presidental Citizens Medal. 1t wholeheartedly concur
in-this nomination. Mr. Weeks is known throughout the
country as the father of Veterans Day. He was appointed
Director, National Veterans Day in 1947; a position he
still retains.

| have worked very closely with Mr. Weeks for .many

years and | am accutely aware of his superior perform-
ance and contributions to the National Veterans Program.
Mr. MWeeks' outstanding contributions should be recognized
by the award of the Presidental Citizens Medal.

NN Ag.
ADDISON O. LO , Brig Gen, AL ANG
Commander, 117th Tac Recon Wing



COMMANDING GENERAL
4th MARINE DIVISION (REIN) FMF, USMCR
4400 DAUDMHHINE STREERT
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70146

18 August 1981

Executive Secretary

Army Incentive Awards Board
HQ DA (DAPE-CPL)
Washington, D. C. 20310

Dear Sir,

I want to recommend that Mr. Raymond Weeks be given serious
consideration for the Presidential Citizens Medal. His work .as
Director, National Veterans Day in Birmingham, Alabama has
produced an event worthy of the tribute this country owes all
its veterans.

Mr. Week's life has been dedicated to the service of his
community and country. He is certainly worthy of recognition
for his continuing efforts in the Veterans' Day program as well
as other areas of civic activity.

I wholeheartedly give my endorsement on behalf of Mr. Weeks
for this distinguished award.

Sincerely,

//// Mﬂ,m, |

] jor






Foe JAMES
COVCANOR .

STATE OF ALABAMA

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE

MONTGOMERY 36130

August 18, 1981

Executive ¢ retary

Army Incentive Awards Board
Headquarters, Department of the Army
(DAPE~-CPL)

Washington, D. C. 20310

The citizenry of Alabama is justifiably
proud of leading the Nation in the annual
observance of National Veterans Day in Birminc
ham.

Thirty-five consecutive 3 ix of magnificent
programs are due solely to the masterful leader-
ship of The Honorable Raymond Weeks. On behalf
of all Alabamidns, I highly recommend approval
of the award of the Presidential Citizens Medal
in recognition of this outstanding service to
America.

Sincerely,
2‘2‘5 e

Fj:dd



@ity of %irmingﬁmﬁ, Al bama

RICHARD ARRINGTON, JR, OFFICE QF THE MAYOR o -

 Bugust 19, 1981 )

Executive Secretary

Army Incentive Awards ~rard

P dgr rt s, Department of the Army
| \PE-CPL)

Washington, D.C. 20310

Dear Sir:

Birmingham takes much pride in having such a superb
citiz 1 as Mr. Raymond Weeks. He applies himself whole-
heartedly to any and all civic endeavors for the betterment
of his home town, state and country. I sincerely acourage
the award of the Presidential Citi: 1s Medal for his more
than fifty-five years of very disti juished.servic¢ to his
country.

Sincerely,

Richard Arrinéton Jr.
Mayor

RA/hk



Ay

CITATION: PRESIDENTIAL CITIZEN'S MEDAL

Mr. Yeeks, a selfless, enefgetic_statesman'and patriot, has made enduring contri-
bufions to our pationa1 awareness of the importance of service to country and -
national security. As the "Fathef" of America's National Veterans Day, his
dynamic ° idership and tireless efforts have been responsible for raising the
stature of the National Veterans Day of America. His dedicated and patriot :
efforts have developed Veterans Day fhto a significant day on which the entire
nation honors all Veterans of the United States of America. Mr. Weeks has
further provided a unique and essential contribution to our military services

by founding Alabama's QOutstanding Enlisted Awards Program, presented annually

by the Governor. His persistent efforts in establishing a successful Employer
Support of the Guard and Reserve Program within his state is indicative of his

devotion to his country. Mr. Weeks' dedicated service and outstanding achieve-

ments reflect great credit upon himself and the United States of America.

















