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Veterans 
Administration 

FOR IMMEDIATE REL.FABE 

NATIONAL VEI'ERANS DAY 

Office of Public 
and Consumer Affairs 

Washington DC 20420 
(202) 389°2741 

News Release 

President Reagan in his Veterans Day 1982 Proclana.tion, has called 

uIX)n all Arrericans to recognize, on Novanber 11, 1982, "the great 

contribution of our veterans to an Arrerica that today is an example to all 

nations of freedan, liberty, arrl de.crocracy." 

"Veterans Day," the President said, "affords all Arrericans a special 

opIX)rtunity to honor the deeds of those who sacrifice1 so much to answer 

the call to arms during the life of this great country." 

In the 29th annual observance at Arlington, the tradition of 

honoring the unknown soldier on the 11th oour of the 11th day of the 11th 

rronth will begin with the Presidential Wreath Laying Cerennny. 

At that oour, on November 11, 1918, the world celebrated the end of 

World war I oostilities, a day that later becarre known as "Armistice Day." 

"A Grateful Nation Ratanbers" is the therre of this year's observance 

in Washington's Arlington National Cerretery arrl at other sites nationally. 

To supIX)rt nationwide activities, the Veterans Day National 

Camri.ttee has asked all state governors to nane Veterans Day chairpersons 

for activities to their respective states. The person apIX)inted will be 

resIX)nsible for coordinating the various activities throughout the state 
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arrl will represent the governor in dealing with the service organizations, 

military officials, active rrenbers of rrany comnunities arrl the It¥raid of 

other citizens who recognize Veterans Day as a very special occasion. 

The Ccmni.ttee has designated Auburn, Wash., Alam:!da County, Calif., 

Birmingham, Milwaukee, Nashville arrl Indianapolis as sites for regional 

Veteran's Day observances. 

To rec:ognize the traditional for the observance anong children, sane 

24,000 schools have receivErl pronotional rraterials including posters, 

tx>oklets with flag information, Veterans Day history, arrl a copy of the 

Presidential Proclamation. 

Contact: Stratton M. Appleman 
C 202) 389-27 41 

November 2, 1982 

6 349 57 



THE: WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 3, 1982 

MEMORANDUM TO MICHAEL K. DEAVER 

FROM: WILLIAM F. SITTMANN 
' 

SUBJECT: Presidential Citizens· Med"aT for Raymond Weeks 

After reviewing the attached papers from Aram Bakshian, 
I believe it would be a good idea to make the presentation 
of the Presidential Citizens -Medal to Raymond Weeks. 

Shortly after World War II, Mr. Weeks was the driving 
force on having Veterans Day established as a National 
Holiday. 

Perhaps we could have the ceremony in the Rose Garden with 
press coverage. 

Mr. Weeks comes highly recommended for this medal from 
Secretary Weinberg, General Rosenblum, General Brown and 
other dignataries. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE 



MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 2, .1982 

FOR MICHAEL DEAVER 

ARAM BAKSHIAN .1/) 
Presidential Citizens Medal for Raymond Weeks 

On the recommendation of Secretary Weinberger and others, 
I concur with the presentation of the Presidential 
Citizens Medal for Raymond Weeks. Once the event is 
scheduled and the speechwriting office is informed, 
we will prepare his citation and appropriate remarks. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ARAM BAKSHIAN 

RM 100, OEOB 
. 

PAGE E0 

DATE: 16 AUG 82 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRESIDENT 

KE¥WORDS: DEFENSE 

CM 

SOURCE: WEINBERGER~ C · 

DATE: 10 AUG 82 

AWARDS WEEKS, RAYMOND 

SUBJ: NOMINATION OF WEEKS FOR PRES CITIZENS MEDAL 

DUEDATE: 

·coMMENTS: 

REQUIRED ACTION: APPROPRIATE ACTION 

/J_t,_~ . 
FOR~OWH~ 

STAFF SECRETARY 
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

r-'\ :"'; 
.- I 1 0 AUG 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Nomination of Mr. -Raymond Weeks for the Presidential 
Citizens Medal 

It i~ a pleasure to forward the attached nomination of Mr. Raymond 
Weeks of Birmingham, Alabama, for the Presidential Citizens Medal. 

The many activities of ~r. Weeks in support of our Armed Forces -
and our Nation's veterans, forelflost amo!1g them his leading role 
in the establishment of Veterans Day as a national observance, 
clearly_ warrant special recognition. 
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Nomination For The Presidential Citizens. Medal 

NC>.'1INEE: 

Mr. Raymond Weeks 

Director of National Veterans Day in Binningham,Alabarna 

This nomination was first sulxni.tted in 1981 and approved by both the 
Secretary of the Arrrry arrl the Secretary of Defense. We have been advised 
informally that it was not approved by the White House since it had been 
sulxnitted too late to pennit processing of the award by the proposed pres­
entation date - 11 November 1981. The same nanination is forwarded~at this 
time without a proposed award presentation date. It has been reviewed and 
the facts therein are still pe_rtinent. Mr. Weeks is currently organizing 
the 36th Annual National Veterans Day in Birmingham. 



AFKA-CG (2 October 1981) 2d Ind , 
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of Presidential Citizens Medal 

HQ FIRST US .AR}:fi, Fort George G. Meade, MD ·20755 22 October 1981 

TO: HQDA (DAPE-CPL), Washington, D. C. ·20310 · 

Strongly recommend approval of the nomination of Mr. Raymond Weeks for 
the Presidential Citizens Medal. Mr. Weeks is without equal in his 
contributions to the 'military service and the Nation. He is absolutely 
deserving of · this a;ard. Reques expeditious a proval order that award 
may be presented to Mr. Weeks Birmingha 1 Nove 1981. 

14 Incl 
nc 
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Lieutenant General, USA 
Commanding 
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AFKA-RR-DCG (2 October 1981) 1st Ind 
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of Presidential Citizens Medal 

Headquarters, United States Army Readiness and Mobilization Region IV, 
Fort Gillem, Forest Park, Georgia 30050 ~1 6 OCT 19Bl 

TiiRU: Commander~ First United States Army, -ATI'N: AFKA-CG, Fort Meade, 
Maryland 207SS 

TO: HQDA (DAPE-CPL), Washington, DC 20310 

It is indeed a pleasure to forward the nomination of Mr. Raymond Weeks 
for award of the Presidential Citizens Medal. His actions over the 
past 55 years have greatly benefi t.ted his fellowman and served to 
establish organizations and traditions ·that will endure for generations · 
to come, providing great benefit to our nation. Mr. Weeks is richly 
dese~ving of such high recognition . 

14 Incl 
nc 

. IV# 
E. B Oh'N, JR. 

Major General, USA 
Commanding 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

H!!AOQUARTCRS, '21ST UNITED STATES ARMY R~SERV!!: COMMAND 

3520 8TH AVENUE SOUTH 

151 RMINCHAM, ALABAMA 35ZZ2 

AFl<A-ACH-CG 2 October 1981 

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Aw~rd of Presidential Citizens . Medal 

Major General Arthur E. Brown, Jr. 
Commander 
US Army Readiness and Mobilization Region IV 
Fort Gillem, GA 30050 

1. It is with a great deal of pleasure that I recommend Mr. Raymond Weeks 
for the Presidential Citizens Medal under the provisions of Para 10-2, . 
AR 672-20. I have known Mr. Weeks for over 30 years, and feel that he has · 
done more than any other to ~upport the Armed ·Forces of this country and to 
recognize veterans who have served their country so faithfully. Mr. Weeks is 
involved in basically every activity in this area that supports the Anned 
Forces, and I would like to specifically cite three extremely significant 
activities that he has taken the lead in establishing and carrying through 
in a highly successful manner. 

a. Mr. Weeks was the driving force that established soon after World War II 
the day to honor all veterans of all wars in which the United States has been 
engaged, and was instrumental · in getting Armistice Day changed to Vet·erans Day 
by the Congress of the United State~ in 1954. Mr. Weeks has been Chairman of 
the Veterans Day Activities in Birmingham since its inception in 1947, and I 
feel that this observance of. Veterans Day in Bir.mingham has created patriotism 
within this area that equals or exceeds any area iri the United ~tates. I am· 
attaching as inclosure 1 a history of National Veterans Day which will provide 
additional details concerning Mr. Weeks' outstanding accomplishments in this 
area.· 

b. Upon initiation of the National Committee for Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserve, Mr. Weeks was one of the first individuals to become involved 
in this activity within the st.ate of Alabama, and is now serving as the State 
Chairman. He has provided a very vital service to the Guard and Reserve by 
encouraging employers to si9n agreements pledging support to the Guar9/Reserve. 

c. In 1973, nr • . Weeks developed a plan to recognize outstanding enlisted 
representatives from each major Active, Reserve and National Guard command 
of ull services in Alabama. The plan was presented to the governor and was 
approved, and Mr. Weeks ~as designated as the Governor's Representative to 
in,plemcnt the program. The governor presented the first awards. to the 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

Hl!AOQUART~RS. 121ST UNITEO STATES ARMY R!!SERV!! COMMAND 

:U20 8TH AVENUE SOUTH 
' Ill RMINCHAM, ALABAMA 35ZZ2 

AFKA-ACH-CG 2 October 1981 

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of Presidential Citizens . Medal 

Major General Arthur E. Brown, Jr. 
Commander 
US Army Readiness and Mobilization Region IV 
Fort Gillem, GA 30050 

1. It is with a great deal of pleasure that I recommend Mr. Raymond Weeks 
for the Presidential Citizens Medal under the provisions of Para 10-2, . 
AR 672-20. I have known Mr. Weeks for over 30 years, and feel that he has · 
done more than any other to ~upport the Armed ·Forces of this country and to 
recognize veterans who have served their country so faithfully. Mr. _Weeks is 
involved in basically every activity in this area that supports the Al:1ned 
Forces, and I would like to specifically cite three extremely significant 
activities that he has taken the lead in establishing and carrying through 
in a highly successful manner. 

a. Mr. Weeks was the driving force that established soon after World War II 
the day to honor all veterans of all wars in which the United States has been 
engaged, and was instrumental in getting Armistice Day changed to Vet·erans Day 
by the Congress o _f the United States- in 1954. P...r. _Weeks has been Chainnan of 
the Veterans Day Activities in Birmingham since its inception in 1947, and I 
feel that this observance of. Veterans Day in Bir.mingham has created patriotism 
within this area that equals or exceeds any area iri the United States. I am· 
attaching as inclosure 1 a history of National Veterans Day which will provide 
additional details concerning Mr. Weeks' outstanding accomplishments in this 
area.· 

b. Upon initiation of the National Committee for Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserve, Mr. Weeks was one of the first individuals to become involved 

· in this activity within the st_ate of Alabama, and is now serving as the State 
Chairman. He has provided a very vital service to the Guard and Reserve by 
encouraging employers to sign a9reements pled9in9 support to the Guar9/Reserve. 

c. In 1973, Mr. _Weeks developed a plan to recognize outstanding enlisted 
representatives from each major Active, Reserve and National Guard command 
of all services in Alabama. The plan was presented to the governor and was 
approved, and Mr. Weeks ,,:as designated as the Governor's Representative to 
ic1plemcnt the program. The governor presented the first awards to the 



AFXA-ACH-CG 2 October 1981 
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of Presidential Citizens Medal 

outstanding enlisted personnel during Armed F.orces Week in 1974, which has been 
an ongoing activity since that date, and Mr. Weeks contillues to serve as the 
Governor's Representative in dealing with the major commands throughout this 
area. This program has given significant . recognition to the enlisted person­
nel, and has proven to be a very effective program within the state. 

2. I _ am attaching several letters from military leaders wh_o have knowledge 
of Mr. Weeks' contributions, and also the mayor of the City of Birmingbam and 
the governor of the State of Alabama, attesting to the actions of Mr~ Weeks. 
I feel that they speak for themselves and fully support this recommenda~ion 
for the Presidential Citizens Medal which, upon approval, would be presented 
during National Veterans Day Activ.ities in Birmingham, Alabama in Novetnber 1982. 

14 
l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
l.3. 
14. 

Incl 
Hist of Nati Vet Day_ 
Ltr GEN Shoemaker 18 Sep 81 
Ltr MG Berkman 20 Aug 81 
Ltr MG Merrill 10 Sep 81 
Ltr LTG Weber 28 Sep 81 
Ltr MG Cobb 19 Aug Bl 
Ltr MG Mickle 12 Sep Bl 
Ltr BG Logan l Sep 81 
Ltr MG Megarr 18 ~ug 81 
Ltr RADM Stewart 17 Aug 81 
Ltr Gov James 18 Aug 81 
Ltr Mayor Arrington 19 Aug 
Bio Mr. Weeks 
Proposed Citation 

Bl 

,iat---
INNER 

Major General, USAR 
Commanding 
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HISTORY OF NATIONAL VET::£'RANS DAY 

l July 1981 

Folloving the end of the Second World ~ar, an energetic, patriotic 

citizen of Binrl.ngha:::n, Alabama, conceived ~he idea of establishing a day to 

honor the veterans of all vars in ,;.;rhicb the United States ha.s been engaged, 

since, until that: t:me, Armistice Day on November 11th recognized only the • 

veterans of World War I. The man vas Honorable Raymond Weeks, Yho is still 

the Director of the Bin:lingham National Veterans Day progra:m. 

Armed vi.th a persuasive argument to support his plan, Mr weeks headed 

a smal.l delegation to Washington, D. C., to present that plan for a "National 

Veterans Day" to General Dw-i.ght D. Eisenbo'I.Jer, then Chief of Staff Army. 

With a favorable reception to the concept from· General Eisenho,;.;rer, -plans 

\.lere made to adopt the nc:me of ,.Veterans Day'• in the Bi.n:lingnaJ.1 celebration 

of AI-.n4stice Day on Nove::nber 11, 1947, seven years before the Congress voted 

to change Ar=i.istice Day. Dur~g the seven year inter±m., the Bi::::n:µigha:m 

Committee vorked closely Y±th .ne=ibers of .. Congress and govern!!lental and 

military leaders to effect the change in nz:me and ~ 1~4, this effort 

culminated in the official recognition of yecerans Day on Nove!lber ilth~ 

With the interest and support of t.he. ''National Veterans Day" concept by· 

.highly placed govermnent and military leaders, the progTa:Jll ~-as destined 

for success fr~ the yery beginning. Bir.minghz:::m, the bir:_hplace of Veterans 

Day, has presented an outstanding progra:m of CO't!:!:le::noration for thirty-four 

consecut:tve years and 'has become the focal point of ch~ annual observance 

in the United St.aces. 

The Birmingham program is a model upon ~hich cities throughout the Nation 

regularly seek to plan and organize their local progra~s through the advice 

and counsel of the Bir.ningh.2l:l National Veter~ns Day Co~itt:ee, and this year, 

1981, vill mark che 35th Annual observance of Veterans Day in Birmingham. 



\ 
0c. the first official observance of National Veterans Day 1ri 1954, a 

' National Veterans Avard \.ra.S established for presentation each year to a 

United States citizen vho had distinguished him.self as a veteran.· The a'lorard 

is presented in B irmingbam on the evening before Veterans Day, at a , b~quet -

especially arranged to honor the recipient, . ~hich is a highlight of the 

celebration. 

The first National Veterans Avard \Tc?S pr7sented to the Honorable EdYin 

H. Rees in recognition of his outstanding contribution by sponsoring the 

bill ~hich created Veterans Day~ Subsequent aYards have been presented to 

Honora~le Harvey V. Higley for outstanding service to veterans as Administra­

tor of Veterans Affairs; General ~..ark Clark for humanitarian efforts in many 

fields to his country; General Lucius D. Clay for outstanding ad!!linistrative 

and counseling services to his nation in times of emergency; in 1958, the 

a~rd ~as presented jointly to the young Governors-e.lect of South Carolina, 

Georgia and Alah2~~, \mo ~ere the Ronor~ble E. F. Rollings, Ernest Vandiver 

and John _Patterson, for distinguished service to their states and na,t:ion; 

in 1959, for unselfish. services to the needy in time of disaster, General 

Alfred .M. Gruent:he.r, as National President of the k:ner_ican Red Cross; in 

1960, Honorable Sunner G. Whittier for distfuguished service to veterans as 

Administ::-ator of Veterans Affairs; in 1961, General James A. Van Fleet for 

extraordinary service to his country; . in 1962, Honorable John S. Gleason·, 

Administrator of Veterans Affairs, for outstanding administrative leadership 

in veterans affairs; General &tthe~ B. Ridge-..ray t.."2.S honored iJ:i 1963 for 

his outstanding continuous service to his country in retirement; in 1964, 

General J. Lavto~ Coll:i11s va~ cited fo"C' mm.anitar~n service to Europe.au 

refugees; in 1965, the at..-ard '1.-as presented to_ General David 5-:rnoff, Chair­

oan of the Board, lbdio Corporation of Al:.erica, for his ~ork in the field of 

2 
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cot::::ru.nications; in 1966, the a\.rard vas presented to General Paul D. Adams 

(Retired), former Com:nander, United States Strike Cmmnand, vho vas honored 

for his outstanding service to his country; in 1967, the a"ward v.as presented 

to Donald . M. Kendall, Chief Executive-Officer for Pepsi Companyr Incorporat;d, 

Ne~ York. Mr Kendall vas cited for his fight in the protection of our free 

enterprise system; in 1968, the avard \.raS presented to General Lauris 

Norstad, former NATO Co-r:,:;,,,4nder and at the present, Chief Executive Officer 

for 0,.,ens-Corning Fiberglass Corporation, Toledo, Ohio. General Norstad uas 

cited for his· continuing efforts to solidi£y Europe against the threat of 

CODI:ru.ni~; in 1969, the a-.rard "7a.S presented to Colonel Roscoe Turnerr 

Indianapolis, Indian.a, for his pioneering efforts in aviation; in 1970r 

the a~-ard ~s presented to General D.r.ar N ~ B:1:adley for bis continuing con-

. tribution as Generrtl of the Army to the defense of bis country and freedom 

throughout the ,;.rorld, in 1971, the a~-ard "was presented to the man vho led 

the f.?.!!:ous bomber raid.on To~-yo in. ~orld ~ar II, General J2l!les Doolittle, 

also a Medal of Honor 'holder; !.n 1972, the asward .;as presentee to Brigadie~ 

-
General James Ste"7art for his continuous con~ribution ·in the fiel.d of 1:ilotion 

pictures and tel~ision, and the enterta::i.nment: of service 'Dlen· and uomen around 

the 'w"'Drld; in 19.73, the. a~rd 'w"as presented to Brigadier General Charles A. 

'Lindbergh for his 12ssive contribution in the.·fieid of couservation and 

development: and partic'Olarly in the field of aviation since. his 0 solo" flight 

from Nev- York to Paris in 1927. In 1974, the a~-ard 'w"aS· presented to .Admiral 

Thomas H. Moorer, forJlleT ChaiD!l.an of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for outstand­

ing service to his country; in 1975, this di~tinguished a~ard ~as presented 

to General Lew-is B. He.rshe.y (Retired), £or s:b:ty-t-.ro years of e_""Ctraord±nary 

service to bis count-=y; in 1976, Neil A. Armstrong ~as· honored for his 

scicnrific feat of successfully lan~ing on the moon; fu 19]7, General 

william C. west~oreland ~~s cited for his outst3nd:ing service to his country; 



l 

in 1978, Brigadier General Paul W. Tibbetts, Coo::::lander.of the !nola C&y, 

vas pr~ented the avard for having hastened the end of World liar II; in 

1979, the avard vas presented to Admiral Arleigh A. Burke, Former Chief of · 

. 
Naval Operations for his outstanding service to his country; and" 'in 1980, 

General Louis R. Wilson \las cited for .his -~utstanding senrice as Cot:m.a.ndant 

of the United States Marine Corps and as a Congressional Medal ~f Honor 
f 

vinner. The 1981 avard Yill be presented ot; the evening of November 10th 

to Navy veteran of World ~ar II, Douglas Fairbanlcs, . jr., in recognition 

of his highly decorated beroi~ mil~tzry service ~nd continuing contributions 

in the field of motion pictures and e'O"Cert.a:inmenc of service l!le:!:lbers ~rld-

.... vide. 

On the morning of National Veterans Day I there is a Memorial Service 

at 9:00 AM, \Jhich is held at the Church of· the Advent, dotmto,;,;,n. At 11:30 

AM there is the World Peace Luncheon, at Boutv-ell Municipal Auditorium, 

\.lhich is follo\Jed by the ~ational 'tfot:erans Day Parade at 2 :00 PM. Rear 

Admiral Ross Henry_ Tro\Jer, Chief of Navy · Cbaplai.ns 'lti.11 deli-ver the memor~l 

address at the MeJ:Oorial Services. Honorable John 0. Marsh Jr., Secretary of 

the Arrrry Yill . be guest speaker for the ~orld Peace Luncheon. 

Sponsored by · the cO.Dbined veterans organization, ~ational Veterans 

Day in Birmingham is a C01:IICUnity effort financed each ' year by local busin~ss 

fir:::.s, most of ~hich have supported the progra::m since its• beginning thirty­

five years ago. The Disabled American Yecerans a~e the prnnacy hosts for 

the 1981 program. The Depart:I:lenc of Defense has . cooperated· with the 

Birmingham c01lmlittee in providing active ~ilitary· support for the Veterans 

Day program and in coordinating the support of Reserve Components of the 

United States Army, United States Marine Corps, United States Navy, United 

Stjtes Air Force and the United States Coast Guard. By an officul act of 

. 4 
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Congresst wich 'YaS passed in 1967t Veter.ans Day Ya.S svitched to Monday to 

coincide vith those holidays ~hich are set to fall on Mondays. Ro~ever, 

by legislative action in 1971, at the · request of the combined veterans 

organizations in Alabama and the vishes of then Governor George Wallace, 

the Bir.ningh.a:m program Yas reestablished to be on November 11th. 

5 
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RAYMOND WEEKS 

Raymond loie.eks '\las reared in Birmingham, Alabama and recciv.ed Ms 

education from Bush School, Ensley High School, and Birmingham Southern · -

College. 

Re has been active in the bus•iness, civic and cultural li£e in Alabama 

for the past 55 years. He has a:lso been active in the field of heaJ.th ser­

vices in the state. He ~s a pioneer in the mental health program in 

organizing the Stace Mental Health Assoc:Lation. Re served as a Director and 

of~ic~r for many years and he is recogn,ized as an important contributing 

factor in the tremendous gro\.11:h of ment~l health facilities in Alabama. 

In other haalth agenci~s he has served as Director in the Multiple Scelerosis 

Society, the Social Hygiene Assocation of the US, The American Red Cross, 

The Com:.nunity Chest, and The Polio Foundation. In 1934 -he organized the 

first Infantile Paral_ysis fund campaign and served as its first Chairman 

of the ''March of Dillles". 

-
Re ~as President of the Binn.ingham Junior Chamber of Commerce in 1940 

and has served several terms as Director of the Birmingham Chamber of 

Commerce. 

Prior to entering militacy service in ~orld ~ar II, be assi~ted in 

organization of several successful ~ar Bond Campaigns and vas active in the 

USO, a Director on The State Rationing Board and the ManpoYer Board. He 

served during World War II from May 1943 to November 1945. After leaving 

the military service, be became active in Veterans.affairs and has served 

on many national cotmnittees of the various veterans organizations. He 

served as State Commander of the American Legion in 1962-1963. Be is 

credited vitb founding America's National Veterans Day·, vhich honors American 

Vecerans, living a~d- de.ad, on November 11th annually in the United States. 



l . ...... ; 

He organized in the City of Binningham in 1947, the first program honoring 

the veterans of all vars. November 11th vas used and he called it Veterans 

Day even though the date vas officially kDo'l.."D as Armistice Day. In 1954, 

the Congress officially changed the nam·e from Armistice Day to National 

Veterans Day. 

He is a Democrat, and served tvency years as an elected member of the 

State Democratic Executive Committee. He vas an elected State-at-Large 

de.legate to the Democratic National Convention in 1952 and as a District 

-~elegate 1n· 1956 and 1960. 

He is a ~..ason; ·Shriner, member of the ~lks, Eagles, Aero Club, National 

Aeronautic_s" Association, Civit.an Club, Birmingham Area Chamber of Cotillllerce, 

Alabama Chamber ·of Commerce, Young Hen's Business Club, Sales Executive Club, 

Traffic and Transportation Club, Social Hygiene Association of the US, 

Association of the United States Army, Navy Le.ague, Air Force Association of 

the United States, The American Legion, Veterans of Foreign ~ars, Sons of the 

Confederate Veterans, Birmingham Fraternal Order of Police, Monday Morning 

Quart~rback Club, and the Touchdo'l.."D Club of ~ashington. He is a past 

president of the General John C. Persons Chapter of the Association of the 

United States Army. 

He is a member of the Highlands Methodist Church, married to the former 

Jennie Dee Robinson, and hast.Jo daughters and seven grandchildren. Be 

resides at 3420 Altamont Road in Birmingham • 

. 
He is a recipient of the Freedoms Foundations N~tiooa.l George ~ashington 

Honor Medal for Distinguished Achievement of our American ~ay of Life, National 

Community Service A~ard from t~e Veterans of ~oreign ~ars, The American Legion'~ 

Com:::Deodatioo Avarrl, President's Cita~ion from the Associat~on of the US Army 

2 



for Distinguished Service, Honorary Membership in che US Junior Chamber of 

Commerce, and cormnendations from a.11 branch.es of the Military Services. Be 

1s the recipient of the coveted 1965 Outstanding Civic S~esmans~p AYard 

from the City of Binningham. On March 29, 1966, the United States Army 

presented',him their highest aYa.rd to civilians, The Outstanding Distinguished 

Civilian Service Medal. On July 16, 1966, The American. Legion aYarded him 

a life membership for Com:nun-ity Service to his Country. He has served as 

State Chairman of A.rlDed Forces Day since its inception by Congress after 

'World 'War II. · 

In the November 1966 General Election, he ~as elected a member .of the 

Alabama House of Representatives, 14th District. In the legislature his 

permanent committee assigDIDents ~ere: Health; Business and Labor; Consti­

tution and Eiections; and, Lo~al Legislation. He is listed in Who's Who in 

.America in the South and Southeast, and Who's Who in American Politics. 

0c. February 2, 1967, the Cyrene Commandery, Knights Templar, presented 

him v.ith a Life Membership and in Hay, 1968, · the Shrine presented him rich 

a Lile Membership in the Eye Foundation for charitable services. On March 

1.8, 1969, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks presented him \Jith a 

Life Membership. The primary objectives of the Elks in addition to charities 

is the promotion of Patriotism and Americanism. The Faith and Patriotism 

Society of .America, on March 16 1_ 1970 presented him rith their highest: aYard 

for championing the cherished values of our American Heritage of Constitutional 

Government, Responsible Individual Freedom. and Faith in God. 

On October 24, 1971 the Congressional Medal of Honor Society presented 

h:un a resolut:ion for unselfish service to the Society. On November 4, 1976 

he ~as ·presented the ~epartment: of Defense Medal for Outstanding Public Service 

3 



' 

to his Country. In September, 1976 he ~as presented the National Americanism 

A\Jard by the Forty et Eight Honor Society. On November 11, 1976 the combined 

veterans organizations founded three scholarships in his honor, one each at 

the Univ~rsity of Alabama in Birmingham, Samford University and Binningham 

Southern College. In August, 1978, he vas named State Chairman of the Alabama 

Committee for Employer Support for the Guard and Reserve. 

\ 

On January 11, 1979, he ~as presented Alabama's highest: a~ar~, the 

·Dis_tlil.guished Service Medal, for his outstanding praise~orthy accomplishments, 

over and above the call of duty, and for the outstanding contributions be has 

made to his- State and Country. 

4 



AFCG 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS.UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES.COMMAND 

FORT MCPHERSON, GEORGIA 30,330 

l'IEP'\.YTO 
ATT(NTIOH o, 

18 September 1981-

SUBJECT: Presidential Citizens Medal 

HQDA (DAPE-CPL) 
WASH DC 20310 

1. I am pleased to add my indcirsement to the recommendation for the · 
award of the Presidential Citizens Medal to Mr. Raymond Weeks, Directo!', 
National Veterans Day in Birmingham and Father of Veterans Day. The 
success of Veterans Day can be attributed, in no small measure, to the 
active support; enthusiasm, personal interest, dedication to excellence, 
and sound professional co~tributions of Mr. Weeks. 

2. In addition to founding America's National Veterans Day, Mr. Weeks 
has made many other unique · and essential contributions to our military 
efforts. These range from military service during .World War .II to 
being an actiye member of such organizations as Association~of the 
United States Army, Navy League, Air Force .Association of the United 
States, The American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the United 
Services Organization • . Such involvement and support of our military 
is, indeed, deserving of recognition. 

R. M. SHOHt.\.KER 
Genera1, U.S. Army 
Commanding 

I 



CHIEF, ARMY RESERVE 
Room 3E390, The Pentagon 

Washington, D.C. 20310 

Executive Secretary 
Anny Incentive Awards Board 
HQ DA (DAPE-CPU) 
Washington, D. C. 20310 

Dear Sir: . 

20 August 1981 

I enthusiastically J01n in recorrrnending that 
Mr. Raymond Weeks b_e recognized for his support to 
our Veterans, Anned Forces and national security by the 
award of the Presidential Citizens Medal. As "father" 
of the Birmingham Veterans Day and National Veterans 
·Day, Mr. Weeks has made enduring contributions to our 
national ~wareness of the importance of service to · 
country and national se·cu·rity. It is fitting and right 
that this deserving patriot and statesman be recognized 
by that award. 

~?LL~ 
WILLIAM R. BERKMAN 
Major General, USA 
Chief, Army Reserve 



AFKA-GCF-CC 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
117TH USA MANEUVER AREA COMMANO 

>851 VEONA OANIELS ROAO 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA lSZ44 

SUBJECT: Presidential Citizens Medal 

Executive Secretary 
Army Incentive Awards Branch 
Hq DA (DAPE-CPL) 
Washington, D. C. 20310 

' 

10 September 1981 

1. It is my pleasure to recommend the awarding of the Presidential Citizens 
Medal to Hr. Raymond Weeks~ He is a most deserving citizen ~hose hobby of 
service to county, state and community sets the high~st example for all to 
emulate. 

2. Mr. Weeks is active in many local, state, and national civic activities. 
As the founder of National Veterans Day, Hr. Weeks has served continuously 
since 1947 in making this celebration a trµe honor for all American Veterans • 

. 3. His tireless and selfless devotion to the improvement of tne standard 
of life marks :Hr. Raymond 'i-leeks as a "Great American". 

, 

. . TH 

Major General, 
Commanding 



DEPARTMENTS OF THE ARMY AND THE AIR FORCE 

"Cl"\." TO 
AnCHTIOO< or NGB-ZA 

NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU 

WASHINGTON, O .C. 20310 

Executive Secretary, Army Incentive Board 
Headquarters, Department of the ·Army (DAPE-CPL) 
Washington, D.C. 20310 

Dear Sir: 

2 8 SEP 1981 

T. 'IJl"ltP. rh:i.~ lettc-r in suppt-rt of the recot:'!l!lcncbtion for ·the ~~.::::-d of the 
Presidential Citizens Medal for Mr. Raymond Weeks, Director, National Veterans 
Day in.Birmingham, Alabama. 

It has been my great honor and good fortune to have attended three National 
Veteran's Day in Birmingham. Each has been truly professional in every re~ 
spect. It has been obvious that Hr. Raymond Weeks .is the strength behind 
this outstanding event. He is certainly the Father of Veterans Day. 

I must sincerely recommend that ~,r. Raymond Weeks receive this signal honor. 

Sincerely, 

nt General, USA 
National Guard Bureau 



AirARPAD 

Executive Secretary 

ALABAMA 

STATE MILITARY DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THE AOJUHHT CEHERAL 

P.O. BOX 3711 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36193 

Arrnj Incentive Awards Board 
HQ~ (~E-cl?L) 
Washington, D. C. 20310 

Dear Sir: 

. ' 

19 August 1981 

.- I am delighte.1 to reconrrerrl Mr. Payrrond Weeks for award of the Presidential 
Citizens M:rlal:-

Payrrond has done an outstanding job. over all these many years in first getting 
established and subsequently perpetuating National Veterans Day. Payrrorrl is_ 
a true patriot who has stood firmly for what he believes a.tout this great 
countJ:y even in the late days of the Viet Nam era v-.ihen serving-your a::,untry 
and b2ing a veteran of this ronflict was rx:>t p:,pular in sare quarters. 

Just as im:x:>rtant to rre .and tJle Ala.barre. National Guard has been his service 
as State Chain-ran of the National Corrrnittee . for Guard/Reserve Employer Support 
Program. He has been of invaluable assistance in ena::>uraging errployers to 
sign agreerrents pledging to supp:,rt. the Guard/Reserve. 

While Payrrond serve.1 in the State legislature, he was always willing to assist 
in sp:msor.ing and supporting any legislation designed to assist the Arrred Se....-vices 

· in . ~y way p::,ssible. 

I kncM of no other citizen who has given rrore of himself · to his conmuni ty, · 
State and Nation than Payrrond nor who is rrore deserving of an award recognizing 
this service. 

Sincerely, 

~~~) 
Major General 
The Adjutant General 

._ 



' 
HEADQUARTERS 167th SUPPORT COMMAND (CORPS) 

ALABAMA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 
POST OFFICE BOX 10225 ' 

BIRMINGHAM. ALABAMA 35202 

12 September 1981 

SUBJECT: Recom:Dendation tor ·A~ard of the Presidential Citizens Medal 

Executive Secretary 
Army Incentive Awards Board 
Headquarters, Department of the Army 
ATTN: DAPE-CPL 
Washington, D.C. 20310 

1. Under the provisions of paragraph 10-2, AA 672-20, I am pleased to . 
recommend Hr. Raymond Weeks for the Presidential Citizens Medal. 

2. Mr. Weeks is a selfless, energetic, patriot who for the past 35. ·years 
has devoted an enormous amount of effort to -the enhancement 9f the military 
establishment in the United States. His total dedication and leadership 
in the development of the Annual National Veterans Day in Birmingham has 
been exceptionally effective in developing appropriate reco.gnition of the 
Armed Services to the Civilian· Communt'ty. The magnitude of his program is 
recognized throughout the United States a~ a model of displayed patriotism. 
Mr. Weeks enjoys the respect and admiration of both the military and civilian 
cotmllunities throughout the United States for his total personal commitment 
_to the Armed Forces. 

3. Hr. Raymond Weeks is the tnost deserving citizen for this appropriate 
recognition that I have lcno,;,m in my 37 years of service in the Armed Foices. 
I strongly recommend that every consideration be given to the award of the _ 
Presidential Citizens Medal to Hr. Weeks. 

ES A. HICKLE 
AL ARNG 



1 September 1981 

Executive Secretary 
Army Incentive Awards Boara 
Hq, DA (DAPE-CPL) 
Washington D. C. 20310 

Dear Sir: 

I understand Mr. Raymond Weeks has been nominated for 
the Presidental Citizens Medal. I wholeheartedly concur 
in -this nomination. Mr. Weeks is known throughout the 
cou8try as the father of Veterans Day. He was appointed 
Director, Nadonal Veterans Day in 19~7; a position he 
still retains. 

I have worked very closely with Hr. Weeks for .many 
years and I am accutely aware of his superior P,erform­
ance and contributions to the National Veterans Program. 
Hr. · Weeks' outstanding contributions should be recognized 
by the award of the Presidental Citizens Medal. 

. /Wfl_:... t;; 'g. . _; 
ADDISON 0 . LO#, Brig Gen, AL ANG 
Commander, 117th Tac Recon Wing 



COMMANOINC: GENERAL 
41h MARINE DI\IISIOS IRf-:1N1. fMt-'. USMCR 

HOO r>AUl'lll, .. a: ~Tnf-: F:T 
NEW ORLEANS, I.OUISIANA 701'6 

Executive Secretary 
Army Incentive Awards Board 
HQ DA (DAPE-CPL) 
Washing ton, ·D. C. 20310 

Dear Sir, 

18 August 1981 

I want to recommend that Nr~ Raymond \.leeks be given serious 
consideration for the Presidential Citizens Medal. His l.:ork .as 
Director, National Veteran~ Day in Birmingham, Alabama has 
produced an event worthy of the tribute this country owes all 
its veterans. 

Hr. Week's life has been dedicated to the service of his 
community and country. He is certainly worthy of recognition 
fqr his continuing efforts in the Veteran·s• Day program as :well 
as other areas of civic activity. 

I wholeheartedly give my endorsement on behalf of Mr. Weeks 
for this distinguished award. 

Major 

s2;cerely, ,,, . 

tlurwLJ. ~~ Edward J. garr 
General, U •. Marne Corps 



Executive Secretary 
Army Incentive Awards Board 
Headquarters DA (DAPE-CPL) 
Department of the Army 
Washington, D. C. 20310 

. 
COMMAN DER, EIGKTH COAST GUARD DIST.RICT 

NEW ORLEANS. LOUISIANA 70130 

17 August 1981 

RE: Recommendation for presentation of Presidential 
Citizens Medal to Raymond Weeks 

Ref: Army Regulation~ 672-20, Para. 10-2 

Dear Sir: 

I understand · that Ra~mond Weeks, Director of the National 
Veterans' Day in Birmingham, has been recommended for the · 
Presidential Citizens Medal to be awarded to him this year 
during the Veterans' Day · celebration in Birmingham, Alabama. It 
is my pleasure to heartily endorse that recommendation. 

Since 1947 when National Veterans' Day was initiated, Mr. 
Weeks has been primarily responsible for the deveiopment and 
growth of this annual event. His program has becom~ a -
world~wide model for Veterans' Day and other similar types of 
·celebrations. 

His devotion to veterans and veterans' affairs has 
contributed to an increased recognition of the service that 
veterans have performed for their country and to an increased 
pride among v~terans for the service they have performed. 

·• I concur in the recommendation that Raymond Weeks' nearly 
56 years of public service makes him highly deserving of the 
award. I join in and highly recommend that the Presidential 
-Citizens Medal be awarded to Raymond Weeks for his distinguished 
and devoted service to his country. / 

Sincerely, 



Foe JAME:S 

STATE OF A _LABAMA 

COVCRNOR'S OF"f"ICE 

MONTGOMERY 36130 

August 18, 1981 

Executive Secretary 
Army Incentive Awards Board 
Headquarters, Department of the Army 
{DAPE-CPL) 
Washington, D. C. 20310 

The citizenry of Alabama is justifiably 
proud of leading the Nation in the annual 
observance of National Veterans Day in- Birming­
ham. 

Thirty-five consecutive years of magnificent 
programs are due solely to th~ masterful leader­
ship of The Honor.able Raymond Weeks. On behalf 
of all Alabamians, ·r highly recommend approval 
of the award of the Preside~tial Citizens Medal 
in recognition of this ou~standing service to 
America. 

Sincerely, 

FJ:dd 



. 
@it~ of ~ irm inBiiztm, J\Inbnmzt 

RICHARD ARRIHCTOH, JR. 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

MA.YO,. 

August 19, 1981 

Executive Secretary 
Army Incentive Awards Boartl 
Headquarters, Department of the Army 
(D_APE-CPL) 
Washington, D.C. 20310 

Dear Sir: 

Birmingham takes much pride in having such a superb 
citizen as Mr~ Raymond Weeks. He applies himself whole­
heartedly to any and all civic endeavors for the betterment 
of his home town, ·state and cciuntry. I sincerely encourage 
the award of the Presidential Citizens Medal for his more 
than fifty-five years of very distinguished.service to his 
country. 

Yc:rel:, !i::;:' f · 
!~ . ~, . . 

Richard Arrington Jr.•, k 
Mayor ?I ..... . 

RA/hk 



CITATION: PRESIDEHTIAL CITIZEN 1 S MEDAL 

Mr. Weeks, a selfless, energetic _states~an and patriot, has made enduring contri­

butions to our national aware_ness of the importance of service to country and_ 

national security. As the "Father" of America 1 s National Veterans Day, his 

dynamic leadership and tireless efforts have been responsible for raising ·the 

stature of the National Veterans Day of America. His dedicated and patriotic 

efforts have developed Veterans Day into a significa·nt day on which the entlre 
. 

nation honors all Veterans of the United States of America. Mr. Weeks ·has 

further provided a unique and essential contribution to our military services 

by founding A 1 abama • s Outstan•di ng Enlisted Awards Program, presented annua i ly 

by the Governor. His persistent efforts in establishing a successful Employer 

S0pport of the Guard and Reserve Program within his state is indicativ~ of his 

devotion to his country. Mr. Weeks 1 dedicated __ service and outstanding achieve­

ments reflect great credit upon himself and the United States of America. 

- 1 
I 



~ JEREMIAH A.. DENTON, JR. 
~ .. 

Executive Secretary 
Army Incentive Awards Board 
HQDA (DAPE-CPU) 
Washington, D. C. 20310 

Dear Sir: 

WASHINGTON, O.C. ZOSIO 

19 October 1981 

Please .let me ·strongly recommend Mr.~Raymond Weeks, Director, 
National Veterans Day in Birmingham, Alabama; · for the award of 
the Presidential Citizen's Medal. Mr. We~ks is an outstanding 
citizen who has been active in business, civic, and cultural 
life in Alabama for many years~ 

One of Mr. Week's · achievements is especially noteworthy. He 
was the driving force that established Birmingham's National 
Veterans Day celebration. As a result of his leade.rship the 
celebration has grown to the largest Veterans Day celebratjon 
in America. 

As a member of the Senate v·eterans Affairs Committee, . I am very 
proud of the work Mr. Weeks has done in honoring our nation's 
veterans. Please give this outstanding citizen of Alabama 
your highest possible consideration for the award of the 
Presidential Citizen's Medal. 

JD:dd 

remiah Denton 
nited States Senate 



. . 
RONNIE G. FLIPPO 

-,,/ 9'n<Ot~."""'-M4 

«)5C..-C,,C8u,u,­

w ...... ..-r'CIH. c.c. zm11 

_ .. ITTU:II, 

rua..JC WOl'IK.S A.NO 
~TATION 
~ A.HD TECHNOU>QY 

04,a,JIIIWA,Nr 

•MX Kl.£WCE AHO .Arf"UCA.Tlc»cs 
. ~NITTU 

etongrtss of tue ~niteb ~tate~ 
~o~e of l\t.prtstnt_atif.tts 

Ela,s1J{ngton, 39.£. 20515 

October 20, 1981 . 

Executive Secretary 
Army Incentive Awards Board 
HQ DA (DAPE-CPU) 
Washington, D.C. 20310 

Dear Sir: 

It is a pleasure for me to join with many other friends and 

21 OCT 1981 
o:iun1a, 
~ • .IACKSON, 

LAUDERDAU:. LAWRENCX, 
UWCSTON£, NA.DISON, 

MORQ4N 

-11:-. 
~cc. A1.AaA M4 

.. colleagues in recommending that Mr. Raymond Weeks of Binningham, Alabama 
be awarded the Presidential Citizens Medal for his outstanding work 
in behalf of veterans. 

Mr. Weeks is well known by many veterans and other service organizations 
for his tireless work in serving the community and for recognizing the 
great service that the men and women who have served our country_ in the 
Anned Forces have given to this nation. 

Mr. Weeks was one of the national leaders .. to advocate the observance 
of National Veterans Day and it is only appropriate that he now receive 
the recoghization he so richly deserves. 

It is indeed a pleasure for me to strongly endorse Mr. Weeks' nomination 
fbr the Presidential Citizens Medal. 

F :vw 
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J BILL NICHq_Ls 
y s.c>D,..,._H:"T'. /Ju..>...,..• 

z.i17 l'lA_,.,. 9'1<LD•­

W•-•---• D .C:. ZDSIS 

r-: (ZD2) 1.U--3291 

CouwT1 La I 

MIT M.1GA · UCC 
CAL.- i..o-oc• 
CWAM-.011 ~ 
c.J., .....-...... 
CL.11....,..Nc. Mn•a.l.. 
C006A TAJ..J..AOC.G4 
0

lll..,WOIIIIC TA.1..LAP'OOM 

Qtongress of tfJe mniteb £,tates 
~oust of neprtSt!ltatibe~ 

Rla.s'fJin£tim, ~-~· 20515 

October 8,1981 

Executive Secretary 
Army Incentive A~ards Board 
Headquarters, Department of the Army 
Attn: DAPE-CPL 
Washington, D.C . 20310 

.a..' - . 

COMMITTEEO"I 
A"'ME'D SE"'VIC:ES 

DI STatC'T CW?'IC&.l 1 

P' ltl><,o'-l. -U>t­
/111.HNI S"Ti»(. ALA...,W4 

,-_...IC! ltH-SUS 

f'a::nCAAJ... l!!lu•U>• ... 
o.-n.-.AJ.,..a,, .. ,. 
r-, ,,s .. cz.22 

11 S £An No«T>C S.1oc 
Tu-,..U. .........,,.,. .. 

,.__,7274.ctO 

Subject: Presidential Citizens Medal 

Dear Sir: 

I am pleased to recommend Raymond Weeks, Director of the 
National Veterans Day in Birmingham, Alabama for the avard 
of the Presidential Citizens Medal. 

In addition to founding America's National Veterans Day, 
Mr . Weeks has made many substantial contributions to our 
efforts on behalfof our veterans and veterans' affairs 
and our nation's avareness of the importance of service to 
Country and national security. 

I sincerely recommend that Mr.Raymond Weeks receive this high 
honor. 

BN:cm 



iOM BEVILL 
~o,~.~ 

M.A.K>ftlTY WHIP' AT L..U<Q E: 

Q0WWfT'T'U1 

"1'?'ROl"'RIATIONS 

~WrTTl::JCAI 

CHAIIU•U,M, 

oa:110Y AHO WAT'£" D~MDCT' 

MIUT,.,._Y CONS'TIOUCTIOH 

. -~ ~-
t.)01 ,u,._ H.,.,_lt Ornc:I: ll!lu,u,ooa 

w~o.c. :itOS1s 
MICA Cccczgz_ ~ ~-

Ql:ongres's' of tf)e '[{ nit eh ~tat es 
~oust of l\epre.stntatibe.s 

lir"!Ias'fJ in giDn, ;9. ~. 20515 

· October 15, 1981 

Executive Secretary 
Army Incentive Awards Board 
Headquarters, Department of the Army 
(DAPE-CPL) 
Washington, D. C. 20310 

Dear Sir: 

Ol6T111C'tor'P'CQ.1 

Aoow1 102°l0C 
Tklt P' C>CJU.L. B.IIU>tNO 

euu_......_ AI..A,a.o.NA S50,S 

TQ.D-MC»<C. 7S4-&00 

Aoow 107 
To« P' CD~ l!kllu,,..o 

C1J>S0Dt. ............,.,. :SS.OI 

~ --.OZ.DI 

ltcM<tTMAVO.UC 
~ A1,.t.a.u.,,. :s,50 I . 
~c, UI-UIO 

-I have been notified that Mr. Raymond Weeks, Director 
of the National Veterans Day in Birmingham, has been recommended 
for the Presidential Citizens Medal. It is with a great deal 
of pleasure that I heartily endorse this recommendation. 

Mr. Weeks is known throughout the country as the driving 
force in establishing a day to honor all veterans of all wars 
in which the United States has been engaged. Additionally, he 
has served as Chairman of the Veterans Day . Celebration. in 
Birmingham since · its inception _in 1947. Activities in Birmingham, 
under his direction, have grown to serve as a model for similar 
celebrations across the nation. 

Not only has Mr. Weeks been dedicated to veterans and 
veterans' affairs, but he ha·s also been active in almost every 
possible civic and community endeavor. He is indeed a fine 
American. 

I highly recommend that the Presidential Citizens Medal 
be awarded to Raymond Weeks for his distinguished and devoted 
servi•ce to his country . 

Sincerely 

\:4~ 
Tom Bevill 
Member of Congress 

TB:pf 




