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MEMORANDUM

THF™ WHITE H JSE

WASHINGTON

January 18, 1982

TO: NINA WORMSER

FROM: DAVID WRIGHW

SUBJECT: American Legion Auxiliary Reguest

Attached, per our conversation this afternoon, are copies of the
correspondence we have on the American Legion Auxiliary's request

to present the President and First Lady with the Democracy in Action
av rd and a limited edition crystal plate bearing the image of the
Bald Eagle. It is my understanding that the original proposal to
make these presentations at a White House tea (to be funded by the
Auxiliary) has been formally declined.

Congressman Del Latta (R Ohio) ~--who has been one of the President’'s
most active supporters in the House of Representatives as Ranking
Republican on the Budget Committee (e.g., sponsor of the now

famous Gramm-Latta Budget and Reconciliation measures) and as Second
Ranking Republican on the Rules Committee--is pushing for recon-
sideration of the request.

We would be most grateful if the First Lady could meet with 1 >ers
of the Auxiliary, along the lines we discussed today, when they

are in Washington in mid-February. This has the trong ipport of
Ken Duberstein, M.B. Oglesby and myself., Although Morton Blackwell
is out of the office today on business, it is my understanding,
through his staff, that Mort also would endorse the request. 1In
addition, you might be interested in knowing that, according to
Mort's staff, the President is scheduled to meet in February with
the National Commander of the American Legion (counterpart to the
Auxiliary) and with the head of the national AMVETS organization,

Thanks so much for your help in expediting a decision on this!

cc- M B, Oglesby
t Blackwell
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Honorable Max Friedersdorf
Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Max:

~ On September 24, 1981 the National Secretary of the
American Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. Miriam Junge, wrote to the
President and then subsequently wrote also to the First Lady
as well as Elizabeth Dole about the National American Legion
Auxiliary National Security/Legislative Briefing planned for
February 18-20, 1982 in Washington.

During that time, the Auxiliary would like to present
the President with the "Democracy in Action" Award at a tea at
the White House. There will be 300 to 500 leaders of the auxiliary
represented. Mrs. Junge has offered their assistance with the cost
of the tea. '

On November 10, 1981 the American Legion Auxiliary President

- received a letter from Morton Blackwell declining the invitation.

Do you think, Max, that the invitation to the President
could be reconsidered? Any effort on your part would be greatly
appreciated. ‘

3EL L. LA A
Representative to Congress
DLL:jes

s



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 10, 1981

Dear Mrs. Roethel:

Elizabeth Dole has asked me to follow
up on your request of October 1 for a White
~ House tea to present the "Democracy in Action
Award" to the President.

Unfortunately, such a meeting with the
President could not be scheduled at this time.
We are, however, working toward a meeting
with the President and Mrs. Reagan with
leaders of the veterans organizations
aur "~ "aries. We hope such a meeting can take

.ace early next year.

Again, I am sorry this neetlng could
not take place per your redquest.

Sincerely,

N ocheon C. 3% e reth

Morton C. Blackwell /,&”(
S; :ial Assistant to
the President

Mrs. Romaine Roethel
National President

American Legion Auxiliary
777 N. Meridian Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
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M AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204

MRs. JoHN J. ROETHEL
NATIONAL PRESIDENT
777 N. MERIDIAN STREET
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204

October 22, 1981

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Dole
Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

The White House
Washington, DC 20415

Dear Mrs. Dole:

Thank you so much for your congratulatory letter of October 9.
I assure you the cooperation and close liaison will be in evidence
throughout my administration.

Mrs. Dole, on October 1, 1981 a letter was delivered to President
Reagan requesting a visit to the White House. A copy of this letter
is enclosed. We have had conversations with both Nina Wormser and
Gregory J. Newell regarding this visitation. Any assistance you
could give us in this regard would be deeply appreciated.

' I also extend an offer of assistance from our nearly one million
members to you whenever we can be of service.

Sincef/igx
. DS
: y?ﬂ/w Al e’
rs. Romaine Roethel
National President

RR/sjs

Enclosure




AMETIC"N LEGION . 7J ILIA Y
NA;I'IONAL HEADQUARTERS -+ 777 NORTH MERID‘IAN STREET - INDIANAPOLIS, INDL A 462(;4
(317) 635-84'{1 '

OFFICE OF THE
NATIONAL SECRETARY October 1, 1981

The President
The White House
-Washington DC 20500

My oear Mr. Pre51cent:

The Natlonal Amerlcan Legion Auxiliary will conduct a National Securlty/

Legislative Briefing in Washington, D.C., February 18-20, 1982,  Our one

million member volunteer oxrganization has always been in the forefront as
advocates of a strong economic and military posture for the United States.
The American Legion Auxiliary's National President, Mrs. John J. R thel,
a Navy veteran and former Mayor of Novi, Michigan, who has been described
¢ all-Navy, all-politician, and above all, all-A&t ‘:ican, will pr¢ i«

.We anticipate an attendance of 300 to 500 women leaders who will represent
every state in the union. Dynamic speakers coveling economics, displaced
homemakers, foreign relations, current. legislative issues, and military
manpower will be among the topics being -programmed with a goal of )
motivating our leaders at the Ygrass roots". level.

In recognition of your outstanding leadership and dedication to rekindle
the "spirit of patriotism in the interest of national security," you have
been selected to receive .the American Legion Auxiliary's prestigious
"Democracy in Action" Award. Our group would appreciate the opportunity.
“to visit the Presidential Mansion, the most historic house in America, .
and at that time make the presentation. Mrs., Reagan would also be presented
one of the National President's limited edition commemorative plates.

This beautiful plate of mezzo-etched French crystal is an original work

of art which features America's national symbol of freedom the magnlflcent

bald eagle.

Is it possible for such presentations to be made during a tea at the White
House. The American Legion Auxiliary would be willing to assist with
underwriting the cost.

We :alize both you and ! :. Reagan have an extremely busy schedule;
however, we can adjust ours accordingly. We would like to program the
White House tea and presecntations on Friday afternoon, February 19, 1982;
second choice, Thursday afternoon, February 18, 1982; third choice,
Saturday morning, February 20, 1982.













THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 10, 1981

Dear Mrs. Roethel:

Elizabeth Dole has asked me to follow
up on your request of October 1 for a White
Hou : tea to present the "Democracy in Action
Award" to the Precsident.

Unfortunately, such a meeting with the
President could not be scheduled at this time.
We are, however, working toward a 1 :ting
with the President and Mrs. Reagan with
leaders of the veterans organizations
auxiliaries. We hope such a mecting can take
place early next year.

Again, I am sorry this meeting could
not take place per your rcqguest.

Sincerely,

' )’ A ,L'l( \;/u( S
[
>rton C. Blackwell |/

N

Special Assistant to
the President

Mrs. Romaine Roethel
National President

American Legion Auxiliary
777 N. Meridian Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204










The President
] 2
October 1, 1961

In order to better familiarize yourse | with the American Legion Auxiliary,
we have enclosed brochures explaining our ovganization.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.. A reply at your
earlicst convenience will be appreciated. ‘ ' -

Vcry Lruly )ours
(\_, e
VA éwaw) Nay A

Mrs, Miriam Junge ‘

National Sccretary

777 North Meridian Street

Indianapolis, IN 46204 ‘
lephone:  (317) 635-62901

M1/jb

F.nclosur%zs i

cc: ’Miss Nina Wormsex .
bece: Mr. Erle Cocke, Jr.

/T/L‘S John J. Ro thel
Mr. Layton K. Hurst




MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

CHEDULE PROPOSAL October 23, 1981

TO:

FROM:

“TOUEST: -

PURPOSE:

- BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE:
LOCATION:

TIME:

PARTICIPANTS:

GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

ELIZABETH H. DOLE

Luncheon with the national commanders of the
veterans and military organizations and their
spouses, and the national presidents of tl
women's auxiliaries and their spouses.

This Veterans Day luncheon will show special concern
for U.S. veterans.

Many major veterans .and military roups held
their annual conventions over the summer and
elected new commanders and presidents. This
community has been strongly supportive of the
President’ legislative program including AW 3.
At a time when these leaders are nervous about
V.A. and Defense budget cuts, this event will e
1 issuring.

A policy briefing for national commanders of 28
of these groups was held in the Cabinet Room on
July 17.

Wednesday, November 11, 1981 Veterans Day

State Dining Room

1 P.M. ( to follow the 11 A.M. wreath laying
ceremony at Arlington Cemetery)

See attached list. Maximum total: 120

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: President and the First Lady welcome, make

REMARKS REQUIRED:
MEDIA COVERAGE:
RECOMMENDED BY:
OPPOSED BY:

PROJECT OFFICER:

] cen r} , 1 ich, nd T pictu
\ ich organi .. I 1d anc .

Brief remarks
White House press corps photo opportunity

Elizabeth H. Dole

Morton Blackwell










NENMORANDIUN]

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 25, 1981
TO: PETER Mc COY
FROM: MORTON BLACKWELL

RE: Meeting for the First Lady and Ladies Auxiliaries

Several months ago, your office asked me my view on the value
of a meeting between Mrs. Reagan and a ladies auxiliary group
of one of the major veterans organizations. I suggested

that the most useful sort of meeting would be one involving
the leaders of all of the ladies auxiliary groups, rather
than the membership of just one.

I think that now would be an excellent time to arrange Jjust
such a reception for the First Lady to host, as a means

of rallying support for the President's legislative program.
It would be of real help to the Administration.

The veterans groups are politically important;, because they
have chapters in almost every community, they are in a
unique position to influence both Congress and local public
opinion. The endorsement of the President's budget package
by some of the largest veterans organizations (despite some
cuts in funding for the Veterans Administration) was of
considerable use; their opposition would have made passage
much more difficult.

To date, while there have been many meetings, briefings and
recepi »>ns for the v :terans organizations, there has been

no high level attempt to meet with their ladies auxiliaries.
A reception hosted by Mrs. Reagan would fill that gap, and
bring the veterans more solidly into the political coalition
the President is forming.

wce I3 Y 1


















7 April 1981

rell Moore
Deputy Assistant to the President
Wt e House
W: ington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Moore,

As a Presbyterian minister, it is indeed a pleasure to have a fellow
Presbyterian once again in residence in the White House. I was wondering
if it might be possible for the Presbyterian clergy in the D.C. area to
1 * lunch or breakfast with Mr. Rea; | sometime this spring.
realize this might be a rather large group, and I certainly wouldn v to
expend tax dollars for it--it could be accomplished no host.

If it is not possible for the President to meet with local Presbyterian
clergy, would it be possible for him to meet with the women military chap-
lains in the D.C. area? iere are only three of us, and two of us are
Presbyterian. I would be particularly interested in hearing his views on
the role women will play in the future of the military.

I join a grateful nation in celebr: ing the ongo g recovery of Mr.
Reagan. It is still difficult to believe the kind of insanity which led
to the attempt on his life.

I look forward to hearing from you regarding my proposals. If there
is any way in which the Air Force Chaplains at Andrews may be of help to
you in v r work, please feel free to call on us.

Sincerely,

Do
[ e

Chaplain, Captain USAF




September 10, 1981

Mr. .on Blackwell

Of1 f Public Liaison Room 191
01d ecutive Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20505

Att: 7

De: Mr. Blackwell:

The National Ladies Auxiliary, Jewish War Veterans of the United States is
planning a nationwide campaign to sell poppies on Veterans Day this year
(November 11). The funds will benefit the nation's veterans, especia.

v thosa
in veterans hospitals. dzg/njL7§5

In a recent phone conversation with Cathy, I learned that we could =~ 7e
a parchment message from the President co mo: :ing this occasion. I am i}gq,
attaching a "message" for your use. / L\'Ul74?

N

We would like to publicize this event :ionally., Would it be possible k
for President Reagan to personally present the message to our national president,
Bernyce Ford, who lives in San Diego, California. The ceremony could take place ;

there or in Washington, depending of course, on Mr. Reagan's schedule. And he ’Eég f&‘
wo! receive the first poppy! Mrs. Ford will be Washington for Veterans Day %/
o ol
Oa,(’ﬂ’bL

ce: nies . Arlington Cemetary and this would be a good time for the present
tion.
19 3e
I am enclosing some literature about our organization for your information. v s
We would also like to be included on your invitation list for ceremonies or
receptions which concern issue such as veterans, American Jewry, and Israel.

g- AR B~ §

Laolisr
Ina naiperin cﬁ25¢¢7f /;
sde bﬁ%z/?Zif 535%24c,/

cc: Bernyce Ford, Nat'l. Pres.

Enc. 5





