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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON OFFICE

July 2, 1981

Mr. Edwin Meese, III
Counsellor to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Meese:

My office has been working with Mrs. Dole's office trvying to arrange an
~~pointment for our National Commander-in-Chief, Fellwock, to
meet with President Reagan at his convenience. For reasons I cannot
understand, that request has not been forthcoming. :

—_—————

I am sure you realize, Mr. Meese, our organization's Political Action
Committee endorsed President Reagan last July when things were not as
certain as they are today. Incidentally, we were the only veterans
organization to do so. In addition, our organization took the lead so
far as veterans organizations go in endorsing the Gramm-Latta Budget
An 1dment in the House of Representatives.

Finally, at a time when a few Vietnam Veterans are receiving much news
media coverage der=m-in~ to see the President, it would appear to me
it would be good puiiwies for the President to see a national wveterans
organization leader whose membership presently boasts over one half
million Vietnam veterans.

Your cooperation in obtaining this request would certainly be appreciated.
I may be reached by phone at 543-2239,

Sincerely yours,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

7 July 1981

I ir Mr. Holt:

Thank you for your letter of 2 July 1981 to Mr. Meese,
informing us that you are working with Mrs. Dole's office to
try to arrange an appointment for your National Commander-
in-Chief, Arthur Fellwock, to meet with President Reagan.

We have checked with the President's scheduling office and
was informed that your request for an appointment with the
President has been received and it is presently under
consideration. Also, you will be hearing from their office
shortly, or through Mrs. Dole's office in the very near
future.

It goes without saying that your support of President Reagan
has been outstanding and greatly appreciated. If we can be
of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,
EDWIN W. ’I%}:S_\’

Assistant Counsellor
to the President

Mr. Cooper T. Holt
Executive Director
Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States
V.F.W. Memorial Building
200 Maryland Avenue, N.E.
Washington, D. C. 20002
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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL
TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:
BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

. r
DATE: T liy (Y
—_—

LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS:

OUTLINE OF EVENT:

REMARKS REQUIRED:

NMEDIA COVERAGE:

OPPOSED BY:

PROJECT OFFICER:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

JUNE 30, 1981

GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

ELIZABETH H. DOLE

The Blinded Veterans Association for presentation
of a specially designed sculpted plaque.

Recognition of the Blinded Veterans Association,
one of the groups supporting the President
and his economic package.

The Blinded Veterans Association is a Congressional

chartered organization, consisting of 3000
blinded veterans nationwide.

To coordinate with the other four veterans
presentations.

Oval Office DURATION: 5 minutes

Dr. George Stocking, President
S.A. Vale, Executive Director
John Fales, Director of Employment

President welcomes, accepts the plaque, and poses
for pictures

Brief remarks - welcome and thanks for support

White House photographer and Blinded Veterar
Association photographer

1

Morton Blackwell
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d 7 Ve anter in t! Central :é1 will be loc
at Chicago Heights, and Peoria, Ill.; Evar ville, Ind.; Sic x
City, Ia.; Tulsa, Okla.; Lincoln, Neb.; Grand Rapids, Mich.;

i t, N.D.; Rapid City, S.D.; and Madison, Wisc.

In the West will be: Contra Costa Co ty, Fresno, and
Riverside, Calif.; Eugene, Ore.; Spokane, Wash.; Fort Worth,
and ¢ 1 Antonio, Tex.; Colorado Springs, Célo.; Wil »w Rock,
N.M.; and Fairbanks, Alaska.

These are in addition to facilities in Reno, Nev.,

d Tucson, Ariz., which opened recently.

July 16, 1981




L THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of Media Liaison

For Immediate Release July 17, 1981

Leaders of major veterans groups and military assi ations were guests
of President Ronald Reagan at a July 17 White House briefing on veterans
affairs and economic and foreign policy.

In his remarks to the 28 veteran leaders, the President noted the relation
between a strong economy and an effective defense program. He also

stres: | the Administration's commitment to our Nation's vi rans. “My
Administration is committed to...those who risked their lives in defense
of 1e values we so dearly cherish.

"A strong national economy and strong national defense « hand in hand,
and I want to thank you for the efforts of your organizations in helping
to build public support for our program to strengthen our country in
both areas," the President said. ' : are committed to economy in all
areas of government, but my budget, which is working its way through
Congress, will permit the Veterans Administration to operate with no
reductions in personnel in the Department of Medicine and Surgery and...
no reductions in veterans services."

fsiv 1t Reagan also poit :d out steps that are being taken with regard
to the study of Agent Orange. "Our FY '82 budget will contain a large
increase in funding for the continued study of Agent Orange. In addition
to the VA's epidemiological study and the Air Force ranch hand study, we
have reestablished an expanded Interagency Work Group as the Agent

Oran?e Work Group. Yesterday we rajsed its status to Cabinet Council
level."

President Reagan was joined by Vice President George Bush, who spoke on
foreign policy; Under Secretary of the Treasury Norman Ture, who briefed
on ti economic program; and Administrator of Veterans Affairs Robert
Nimmo, who announced plans to open 42 new Vietnam Veterans Outreach
Centers. ’

The 42 new facilities will mean a 50 percent increase in the Vet Center

counseling service for Vietnam era veterans. These centers typically
T |
\ \

This program, which was begun early in 1980, has counseled approximately
72,000 Vietnam era veterans. The expectation is that new centers will
aid up to 12,000 persons in the first year of operation. The addition
of these centers is made possible under terms of the Reagan Bipartisan
Budget Resolution.

(MORE)
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