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9.

Mr.

Aram Bakshian

Speechwriters Office
The Whit House

for veterans and veterans' needs. An integrated
1 lical system is a substantial part of the
obligation owed by our govern .t to our veterans.

Since before the birth of the Nation, the people of
this Country have recognized an obligation to

those who have participated in its defense. The
health care now provided America's veterans has
evolved from a simple system of maintenance to one
involving the most complex medical care, research
and education. It is truly o1 of our Nation's
greatest resources, employing many of the foremost
health care personnel in the world.

The VA system has been specifically addressed by
every President since Abraham Lincoln, and
consistently endorsed by both Houses of Congress.
It is a record of unparalleled support for a
separate, comprehensive health system providing
the specialized care that veterans have merited
through faithful service to the Nation.

And, finally, recently 1 s3sed legislation that I
signed on May 4, 1982, provides a new mission to
this unique system; that is, the role of contingency
back-up health system for the Department of Defense
in time of war.

One of the most important things we have tried to do
is focus on the improvement of government. We have,
and will continue, to attempt to increase govern-
mental efficiency to insure that the benefits
provided by government are responsibly delivered with
efficiency to those entitled to receive them. We
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Nimmo has undertaken such efforts to improve
management of veterans' benefits and to insure that
the programs fulfill their designed purposes. These
initiatives attempt to maximize the delivery of
benefits to our Nation's veterans.
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Mr. Aram Bakshian
Speechwriters Office
The White House

We would also suggest that consideration be given to deleting
the second to last sentence of the third full paragraph
appearing on page 2. This sentence begins 'We've gone
through some tough fights . . . ." From the VA's perspective,
we have gone through sor tough fights. However, some of
these fights have been with the VFW.

In an effort to make our suggested changes clear, I have
attached an edited ver ") of the speech embodying our pro-
posal. We have not, I iuse of the time constraints and the
nature of the subject matter, commented on the major portion
of the speech--that referring to the Defense related issues.

If I can be of any further assistance, please contact me.

JOHN P. MURPHY
Acting Administrator

Attachment

cc Honorable Craig L. Fuller
onorable Elizabeth Dole





















- .age 7

said, "Well, will you tell him for 1 that we're proud to be here
and we ain't scared of nothing?"

Well, the spirit reflected by that young man is only one of
many indicators that we've turned a very serious situation
around. The all-volunteer military, the system most consistent
with our tradition as a free society, is working, and Qorking
well. All of the services are meeting their recruiting goals and
ther 's a high level of reenlistment. Furthermore, test score
hat improved dramatically and a larger share of the recruits are
high school graauates. In short, we're attracting more and
better people to the military service.

These fine youné Americans have proved that they are willing
to do this hard and often dangerous job, now that they know their
country stands behind them and that their sacrifice is
appreciated. If for nothing else, I am proud that during my

9 months as President, I have been permitted to play a part in
restoring respect for the dignity and honor of those who defend
this country.

Rebuilding our defenses, of course, takes more than reviving
morale; it also requires money. Two decades ago President
Kennedy said, "Peace and freedom do not come cheap." Now
increasing Government spending for any reason is a painful task

Théﬁ's why I appointed a man in whom I have exceptional
trust, a man of talent and judgment, to head the Department of
Defense. An undeniably important part of Cap Weinberger's job --
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The medical centers where the new studies will take place
are: Albuquerque, NM; Baltimore, MD; Lexington, KY; Madison
and Wood, WI;, San Francisco, Sepulveda, and Wadsworth, CA;
Washington, DC; and White River Junction, VT.

Nimmo said perplexing questions about the effects of exposure
to herbicides used in Vietnam have led VA into a number of research
initiatives. He explained that a key effort now in advanced
planning stages is an independently designed, epidemiological
study, the pilot protion of which will be conducted by contract
and will comprise a feasibility test of the full-scale study
mandated by Congress.

In addition to a number of research efforts, the VA has
performed health examinations for more than 89,000 Vietnam

veterans worried about possible adverse effects from the herbicides.

The VA is now authorized to treat any veteran for certain dis-
abilities which may have been caused by exposure to Agent Orange.

# # #

Contact: Ozzie Garza At ist 4, 1982
(202) 389-~27hL1
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