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WASHINGTON

Dec naber 7, 1981

e
‘ g
Dear Mr. Lazarus:

Thank you for your telegr 1 concerning the article on
commissaries that appeared in U.S. News & World Report.
Your understanding and recognition of President Reagan's
concern for the status of military personnel is deeply
appreciated. The article to which you refer correctly
points out that military personnel and their dependents
view commissary privileges as an important benefit.

I know of no Administration plans to ask for a reduced
level of appropriated fur °~ support for military commissaz

- Sincerely,
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Morton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to the President

Mr. William Lazarus

Executive Vice President
American Logistics Association
5205 =esburg Pike

Falls Church, Virginia 22041
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September 24, 1981

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Fellow American:

On May 4, 1981, Nebraska's third district Congresswoman,
Virginia Smith, introduced House Joint Resolution 246 to
members of the 97th Congress. H. J. Resolution 246 calls
on Congress to declare January 20th as a ¥ tional Day of
Recognition for all Americans held captive while in the
honorable service of the United States.

Among other like commemorative proposals, J. H. Resolution
#246 is unique because:

1.) H. J. Res #246 calls for recognition of
not only ex-prisoners of war and persons
listed as missing in action, it also asks
for recognition of M-I-A families plus
other loyal Americans (including, but not
limited to, members of the U. S. Foreign
Service, Merchant Marine, civilians, etc.)
who have been held captive.

2.) H. J. Res #246 calls on the Day of Recogni-
tion to fall on a date readily recognizable
by most Americans as a day of freedom from
capture: January 20th, the date American
captives were released from Tehran.

Currentlv. the United States recoanizes the "mortal sacri-
7t
21
who have honorab:. .

to their family and homeland. Both of these sacrifices
are worthy of remembering.
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However, there is another hun 1 sacrif’ :e that is not fully
commemorated by the nation as a whole: the "living sacrifice®
of all loyal Americans who have been held captive while in
the honorable service of the United States, and the "human
sacrifice"” of American families who do not know the fate of
their loved-ones! Daily these Americans carry with them
mental, and often physical, scars of their ordeal.

They can't forget. We, as a nation, should not forget!

Before the sub-committee on Census and Population will con-
sider the H. J. Res #246, 218 co-sponsors will have to affix
their signatures to the proposal. After reviewing the infor-
mation enclosed, I hope you will become a co-sponsor of

H. J. Res #246, so the sub-committee can pass the proposal

on its merits.

Since commemorative legislation is considered by the Census
and Population sub-committee in October, I ask that you act
quickly.

Please respond if you feel able to support this measure.

Thank you.

Sincere}ly,

Enclosure



WHAT IS HOUSE TNTNT RESOLUTION 2462

H. J. Res #246 would commemorate the "living ¢ :rifice" of
loyal Americans who have been P. O. W.'s. 1In recent history,
many Americans have had that unfortunate experience. Below
is a partial review:

World War I 4,120
World War II 130,2 L
Korean Conflict 7,140
Viet Nam War 766

Today in the United States, there are 93,176 living ex-
P. O, W.'s. None of the ex- P. 0. W.'s can forget their
sacrifice, should we?

H. J. Res #246 would commemorate the "living sacrifice" of
those loyal Americans, and their families, who have been
listed as lost in action, or missing in action. 1In recent
history, the families of many loyal Americans have faced the
daily anguish of not knowing the fate of a loved one. Though
a "presumptive finding of death" has removed the names from
the M. I. A. roster of past conflicts, the partial listing
below reflects the number of families who have suffered the
M. I. A. uncertainty:

World War I 3,350
World War II 78,773
Korean Conflict 8,177

Currently, the families of 2,497 Americans, including the

families of 41 civilians, do not know the fate of loved ones

who served their country in Viet Nam. These families, along

with those listed above, will not forget their loved ones, or
1, v o

H. J. Re: #246 would commemorate the "living sacrifice" of
loyal Americans who have been held captive while honorably
serving the United States. Many are civilians; some are
military men who are not classified as P. O. W.'s. Following
is'a partial summary:



(What Is House Joint Resolution 2462) Page 2

23 January 1968

Crew of 83 officers and enlisted men, assigned to the USS
Pu lo, captured by the North Korean government,

One man killed during capture.

The crew was released on 23 December 1968.

Days of captivity: 334

27 September 1975

U. S. Information Service employee, Barbara Hutchinson,
captured by five armed terrorists outside her Dominican
Republic office. Ms. Hutchinson was held, along with
other captives, in the Venezuelan Consulate.

All hostages were released 10 February 1976.

Days of captivity: 136

12 May 1975

Crew of 39 officers and men of the U. S. merchant vessel
"Mayaguez", captured by Khmer Rouge forces while sailing
60 miles off the Cambodian coast.

15 rescuers died; and 50 were wounded during crew rescue
on 14 May 1975.

Days of captivity: 3

4 November 1979

66 U. S. diplomatic and military personnel, along with
some civilians, detained within U. S. Embassy in Teheran.

5 women and 8 black men released in about two weeks. U. S,
Foreign Service employee, Richard Queen, released on 10
July 1980.

Days of captivity: 250

The 52 remaining hostages released 20 January 1981.

Days of captivity: 444

27 February 1980

U. S. Ambassador Diego Asencio held hostage within Dominican
Mission in Bogota, Columbia, by members of the M-19 terrorist
group.

Mr. Asencio, along with 59 other captives, releascd 27 April
1980.

H. J. Res #246 will help to show both those who suffered, and
the world that as a nation we will not forget. That is why it
is proposed for a date recognizable as a day of both freedom,
and great national pride: 20 January. Hopefully, the date
will contribute to the rebirth of what was felt the day 52
Americans were freed from imprisonment!






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 5, 198

Dear Mr. Gallagher:

On behalf of Mrs. Dole, I am
responding to your letter requesting
some information about our office and about
the White House.

We are enclosing this and hope y¢ |
find it helpful. We are also enclosing
a copy for you of the President's p -
clamation for Veterans Day, 1981.

We thank you for your interest, and
if we can be of any further help, please
contact us.

Sincerely,

Morton C. Blackwell
. Special A:s istant to
the President

Peter J. Gallagher
325 Marine Ave. Apt. D6
Brooklyn, NY 11209
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 8, 1981

Mr. John B. Ferron, Co-Chairman

The Greater Baltimore Coalition
for Veterans

Suite 1008 / Mondawmin Mall

Baltimore, Maryland 21215

2ar Mr. Ferron:

This office does not ordinarily schedule 2 ninistration
speakers. I have taken the lilt rty of forwar ing your request
to Mr. Gregory Newell, the Special Assistant tothe President
in charge of scheduling. I have also sent a copy to Judy
Pond of the White House speakers bureau. I am sure that you
will be hearing from them regarding this requ st.

You have a very impressive, broad-based coalition, and
your program appears to be excellent. Please accept my best
wishes for a successful event.

Sincerely,

Y
) ./'1.2,1, NG —_ /,74, "-vv(d((
Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to
the President
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Honhorable Morton Blackwell
Page Two
< ¢ 29, 1981

(5) Award FOr Best BaANNer...sceeesesesssecsss.d Minutes

(6) Taps and Lowering of the Flag............5 minutes

(7) 1 :i1° g of Flag - Color GuardS..........> minutes

(8) Dir— " 3sal and Motorcade to War Memorial
BUilding.eeseeecececscoscsccsassscnssesse Otal 55 minutes

Yo : much needed assistance is respectfully ar urger y requested
and, of course, will be highly appreci ted. Should you need
further information, I urge you to contact me on (301l) 396-3141.
Respectfully,

e

.. >hn B. Ferron
Co-Chairman

JF:mag
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Veterans
Administratia:

AUGUST 241981

Yenereble Tavid G, Speck
Cormornverlth of Vipgrintia
Venrge o s.~910rzab <

201 Sevth VaskIncton Street

Mlexerdria, Vircinia 22314
Tear M'r. Snacl:

Vour letter of Didy 31 to the Voncrahle Flizateth I's Tele, Assistant
to the Frecident for Public Ilaisom, were referred to re for re—
sicnse. Yo wrote in behal? of Yer s, Valter fanford, Reyrond
r., &ac Farond Carrbell, concerriny the Alexardria Vational
Corotery,

=
Tvene, Jr

™e Rlexandriz Yeationgl Cereteory concists of 5.5 zeres o land and
cortzimnm 8,120 Irtermerte. Tt is in 2 closed status aml lac heen
thet 7 for rary vears. The onlv inter ris that are accea ullished
are sceond interrents In ocoiried pravesites.  Turdne the past Tic-
cel vear, conly five intermernts were aceaplistbed, The innctlve sta~
tus o the ceretery does rot yarrant the assipgrent of a full-tire
carctaer.

Ir via: ¢ the histerical significance of the lodie, wo ere sediine
& rnor—-pre’it orcaricaticn 1n the Alexariria arca t)nt wonld ho i1

in~ te cecoory the lodre and rrovide nomral reirterand Shesld T,
farfored imos of ruch an omp=rdzatior, it weuld be arpreciated 17 e

ould mb ther in corntact vwith I atrert of Yo pial AfTire,
The ceretery lodme o he rede available to veterans, clercy &%
cthers bty vricr arrarrorent.

-v‘

i nverr‘wt, tle Ceretery ! J‘cmor‘ of the Winciester Iat 'O"T"'
Ceretery is resporsitle for the rrinterance < the Alexandria
Vational Coreterv, utilizirpe stalf ossimred to Vinchester. e

alres nerieodice vislts to the coreters %o accamplis! reutire rairte-
rnavec an? to ocech o the secerity of the willdines,

e Tirector of the VA loticonel (‘amor‘v Erea Cffice irn Atlanta,
Ceorria, whe s recporrihle Tor the surervisior o the flexairia
Yatliorel Cerctery has teen ﬂﬂv‘fnc’ te vorls cleselr wit)l locnl of T3

LTy e : te we that e 7~ "cr
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2.
Honort le David G. Speck

of the Winchester Natlonal Cemetery contimes periodic visits to the
cemetery.

1 appreciate your personal interest in this matter.

Sincerely,
SIGNED

ROBERT P. NIMMO

Administrator
\//;c: Agency Liaison
Roam 33

The White House

cc: Director, NCAO, Atlanta, GA





















