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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 12, 1983 

Mr. David J. Passamaneck 
National Legislative Director 
American Veterans of World War II 

Korea~ Vietnam 
4647 Forbes Boulevard 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 

Dear Mr. Passamaneck: 

Thank you for your letter of May 17, 1983, informing 
me of your concerns about the President's Private Sector 
Survey on Cost Controls (PPSSCC) nanner of conducting its 
task force review of the Veterans Administration and the 
Federal Hospital Management reports. 

I share your concern on how these reports and their 
recommendations are being received by veterans groups and 
the general public. This Administration is committed to 
improving services for all veterans and the Veterans Admin
istration, with its comprehensive benefits and medical care 
programs, is essential to achieving this goal. There is no 
plan to eliminate or otherwise reduce the effectiveness of 
the Veterans Administration with its tradition of service 
to our Nation's veterans. 

As you may know, there are 36 task forces studying 
a wide range of issues to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of operations without adversely affecting 
services. The magnitude and interrelationship of the 
issues studied resulted in serious logistical problems 
such as those you cited. I apologize for the lack of 
availability of reports and the short timeframe in which 
to respond to specific reports. You should also know 
that every effort is being made to be responsive to your 
constructive criticism and that the PPSSCC has been made 
aware of your concerns. 

I want to assure you that the task force reports on 
the Veterans Administration will in no way impair the 
operation of that Agency nor diminish the provision of 
benefits and services to veterans. This Administration 
has gone on record many times in the past as being a strong 
advocate of veterans affairs and will continue to ensure 
that the Veterans Administration provides the level and 
quality of service that veterans organizations and the 
American people have come to expect. 
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Please contact me if I can be of assistance to you in 
resolving future problems that may occur. I appreciate 
your concerns and look forward to working with the AMVETS 
to strengthen veterans programs. 

Sincerely, 

~r~ 
MORTON C. BLACKWELL 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 
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DAVIU .J. l'ASSAMANECK 

Lt. Col., llSA, lfrt. 

NATION AL LEG! SI.A TI VE 111 RECTOR 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the 

on Veterans Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mort: 

May 17, 1983 

President 

I am enclosing a copy of my letter of 16 May 1983, to 
Mr. J. Peter Grace, with enclosures. The letter speaks 
for itself. 

The task force reports apparently contain some very 
worthy recommendations, consistent with good supply side 
economic sense. The reports also contain several very 
destructive proposals from the point of view of veterans. 

It is too bad that, because of the arrogant procedure 
being followed in connection with the public consideration 
of the reports, their substantive merit, if any, will be 
buried beneath the legitimate outrage of veterans and oth er 
interested groups. Once again, we see a vulnerability of 
the Administration which will be blown out of all necessary 
proportion because of just plain bad public relations. 

The misgivings of the veterans regarding the 11 Grace 11 

reports are serious and justified. Do we also have to 
have this fancy footwork by the subcommittee to rub salt 
into our wounds? 

Enclosures 

DAVID J. PASSAMANECK 
National Legislative Direc t or 
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A\JMLWIB 1r § 
American Veterans of World War II Korea -Vietnam 

f\1;1t 1on:il Hc;1d1.J11 :i rtn, 
-l64 7 Fnrl~es Houlnard , Lmh:im , M:ir\"IJnd 20706 iJO I J -t .:.9 -%00 

Mc\y 16, ·1983 

Mr. J, Peter Grace 
Chairman, Executive Committee 
President's Private Sector Survey 

on Cost Control in the Federal Government 
1850 K Street, N.W., Suite 1150 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mr. Grace: 

✓,, - , .. 

I 

( ' 
( . 
;_ AMV(l ~ . ) .. ~ ---. 

On or about 9 May 1983, photo copies of the Task Force Reports 
on the Veterans Administration and Federal Hospital Management of 
the President's Private Sector Survey on Cost Control were deliver
ed to this office through informal channels. On the face of each 
report was the statement, "submitted to the subcomm•ittee for con
sideration at its meeting on May 17, 1983." On page 2 of the 
Preface to the VA report it is stated that "all of the task force 
reports will be considered and acted upon in meetings open to the 
public by a subcommittee of the Executive Committee of PPSSCC .... " 
We understand that the actual notice of the public meeting was 
published on 2 May 1983, in the Federal Register by the Department 
of Commerce, where one would hardly expect to find information 
relating to veterans, unless forewarned. According to the Federal 
Register notice, the reports were to be available at the Depart
ment of Commerce on 6 May 1983. In any event, sufficient time 
to respond to the reports, after they were made available, is not 
being provided. 

The draft reports, including an appendix to the VA report are 
over six inches thick and, naturally, contain reams of highly 
technical data, as well as some extremely controversial 
recommendations. 

AMVETS, after an initial review of the highlights of both 
reports responded by Mailgram to the President (copy attached) 
on 11 May 1983. Obviously, because of the extremely short period 
of time between the unofficial availability of the reports and 
the open meeting of the subcommittee, any meaningful participation 
by interested public groups is impossible, thus rendering the 

,·n• ,,r• , 111 · 11/l Tnr:,TH, R 
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Mr. J. Peter Grace 

so-called "open" and "public" character of the meeting a complete 
sham. The substantive objections which AMVETS may have to the 
particular findings and recommendations of the task forces, 
aside from the general observations in the attached Mailgram, 
must await a responsiblP. study of the reports. 

If the motivational thrust of the Survey is reflected by the 
fast shuffle being given to the veterans organizations and the 
general public in connection with these 11 open 11 meetings, AMVETS 
can only be confirmed in our initial belief that the bottom line 
of the reports is the ultimate elimination of the VA. 

Attachment 

Sincerely, 

DAVID J. PASSAMANECK 
Lt. Col., USA, Ret. 

National Legislative Director 
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4-043621SI3I002 05/11/83 ICS Ip .\~MTZZ CSP RDVD 
I 301 459-}60iJ :~G'.i TDMT LANHAM MD 05-1 I 0357P EST 

AMVETS D PASSAMANECK 
464 / H>R9ES BLVD 
LANHAM .'.iD 20706 

fHIS MAJLGRAM IS A CONFIRMATION COPY OF TYE FOLLO,HNG MESSAGE: 

3014599600 MGM TDMT LANHAM MD 471 05-11 0357P EST 
ZIP 
PRESIDENT 
,'IHI TE HOUSE 
,~ASHINGTON f)C 20500 

THE AMERICA'-J VETERANS OF \-JOPLD riAR I I, KOREA ANl1 VIETNAM ( AMVETS) 
.COMPLETED At-.J INITIAL STUOY OF THE TASK FORCE REP0I:ffs ON TYE VET ER ANS 
ADMINISTRATJOr-..J AND FEDERAL HOSPITAL MA!\JAGEMENT OF YOUR POIVATE SECTOD 
SURVEY ON COST CO\JTROL. 

AMVfTS IS. THEREFORE. NOT UNDULY suqPRISED ABOUT THE SINCC.: WITHDRAWN 
·- - · JNITIAL DRAFT RECOW~ENDATION OF THE VA TASK FOQCE IN 1~HJC4 IT WAS 

STATED. "YlE FEEL IN THE LONG RUN ••• SERIOUS CO\JSID!::RATION SHOULD RI=: 
GIVEN To ELIMINATING THE VA." ALTHOUGH so~E OF THc SPECIFIC 
RECOMMENOATIONS OF BOTH REPoqTs HAVE COt\JSJDERA9LE MEQIT. IT IS 
APPARENT THAT TrlE ULTIMATE RESULT, IF NOT TYE CONSCIOUS PURPOSE OF 
l'Ht:SE REPORTS, IF THE BULK OF THE REco·M~ENDATIONS ARE EFF ECTUATED. 
,dLL BE THE ELHiINATION OF Tf-lE VA. THE CONSEQUENT RESULT OF Tt;E 
t::LltUNATION OF THE VA WILL BE A RETURN TO THE "GOOD OLE" APPLE 
SELLING DAYS BEFORE 1930 WYEN OUR VETEqANS ~~C?E CAST OUT ON TYE 
~TRl::t:TS ro SrlIFr FOC? THEMSELVES BECAUSE TYE r'IARS WEQE OVER ANf) NO 
t\ORE l:)A1TLl::S dAD TO BE rlOr-..J (OR AT LEAST SOME DF US SO THOUGliT). 

fHt:: PRINCIPLE TnRUST OF THE VA TASK FoqcE REPORT CAN RE REAf)JLY 
JNLJERSTOOO FROM ITS PECOM'~ENDATI ONS To. IN EFFECT. f1ECIMATE THE VA 
uEPART:,\E~T OF VETERANS RENEFITS ANO GIVE FUTURE SEqrous CONSJf)EQATIO"J 
ro ELI .1,HNATING ALL BUT DIRECTLY cmrnAT QELATEr) r)JSAqLED VETEQANS FRO~ 
t::LIGIBILITY FDR COMPE"JSi\TION OR PENSIO"J. OF COURSE, O"lCE TYIS IS 
ACCO,\iPL I SI-JED. ALONG ril TH TrlE DESTQUCTI O'J OF A SEP AR ATE VA .'.\ED IC AL 
Dt:LIVERY SYSTEM, IT MAY. IN f)EED. NOT '3E NECESSARY TO CO"JTJ"JU :: TO 
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IF COMPENSATION AND MEDICAL CARE ARE PESTRICTED TO ONLY DIRECT C01A9AT 
t>HELAfED DISABILITIES. THEN THE NEXT STt:P l'IOULf) SEEM To BE TUR"IING 

OVER TnE LOAN GUARANTEE. INSURANCE. EDUC AT ION A.L A\JD ~EMOQJ AL 
rUNCTIONS OF fHE VA TO OfHER GOVERN 1.\ENT AGE\JCIES OQ TO THE PPIVATE 
:,ECTOR TO EFFECTIVELY DESTROY THE P~DEPENOt:NT. SINGI_E SOURCE VETERA"JS 
cNTI TLt:Mi:I\JT S 'J'STl::M IN TYI S COUNTRY. THE CrlANCES . OF THE SPECIFIC 
C:NTITLEMENT PROGRAM SURVIVING IN A"JY,'iHEQE "JEAq THEIR PRESENT FORM 
AFTf.R TYE f-RAGt.ltNTATION OF RESPONSIRILITY FOR TiiEIQ IMPLE'AFNTATIO"-J. 
itOULD BE VERY SLIGHT. 

AMVETS BELi EVE THAT Tl1E .•~ER ITS OF THE SYSTEM FOR CARI NG FOR THOSE WHO 
rlAVl: SERVED THEIR COUI\JTRY IN ITS TIMES OF MORTAL PERIL MUST BE JUDGED 

c: ON A sqoADER BASIS THAN SIMPLE. ROUTINE PROFIT ANO LOSS. COST 
t:FFECTIVENESS . THE VA WAS NEVEq INTENDE11 AS A PROFITABLE '3USINESS. WE 
rlEARTI LY ENDORSE ALL HONEST EFFORTS TO I MP ROVE I TS EFFICIENCY. BUT l'iE 
STRENUOUSLY OPPOSE ANY .PLAN f-lHICH CAN ONLY LEAO TO ITS nESTRUCTIOt-.J. 
AND ELIMINATION OF THE VETERAN'S ENTITLEME:-.JT SYSTE .~ FOP W1-HCH IT IS 
RESPONSIBLE . 

( 

C 

( 

C 

IN AUGUST .1980, MR PRESIOENT. IN AOnRESSII\JG TYE CONVEt-.JTIOI\J IN BOSTON 
OF A SISTER Vi:TERANS ORGANIZATION. You PLEDGE') YOURSELF TO PRESERVE 
AND EXPAND THE VETERANS ENTITLEMENT SYSTE~. SPECIFICALLY INCLUDING 
fHE VA HOSPITALS. A."IVETS HOPE TYAT YOU "'ILL NOT RETQEAT FROM Tl-fAT 
PLEDGE WYEN EVALUATING THESE TASK FORCE REPORTS 

SINCt:RELY 
ROBERT MAt:fflN NATIONAL COMMANDER. AMVETS 

*x********************************************************************** 

SPECIAL 30-0AY OFFER 

GET SJ.00 OFF ON YOUR NEXT MAILGRA~ ORDEq 

TO SEND YOUR MAILGRAMCS). CALL 800-257-2241 ANO ASK FC)R OPEqATOR 35. 
rlE✓ LL AUTOMATICALLY DEDUCT SI .00 FRO~ YOUR TOTAL BILL. OFFER GOOD 
ON EACH ORDER PLACED . DURING THE NEXT 30 DAYS. 

************************************************************************ 

160:, EST 

MGMCOMP MGM 
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Veterans 
Administration 

U. U L .Y 2 8 1983 
.MEMORANDUM FOR: 

Sally Kelley 
Director of Agency Liaison 
Presidential Correspondence 
The White House 

Office of the 
Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 

Washington DC 20420 

I have attached a draft response to Mr. David J. Passamaneck's letter 
dated May 17, 1983. Mr. Passamaneck's letter concerned reports issued by 
the President's Private Sector Survey on Cost Control (PPSSCC) t hat , to 
some extent, recommended elimination of the VA. 

The Veterans Administration has also encountered public relations 
problems as a result of the PPSSCC and we recognize the sense of 
frustration this experience has caused among veterans organizations. Our 
concern is that premature and uncoordinated release of PPSSCC reports 
concerning the Veterans Administration will cause additional problems. 

Please let us know if we are needed to provide further assistance in this 

TARRAN 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment 
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Hf.f'tORANDUY f 0R : 

~1111y Ve]ley 
Dir~ctor of Agenq· Lhisn!"i 
P~es1cent!nJ CorrespoocPrcP 
'flse ~'rd te lJousc-

I have ~ttsche~ a rlraft r ~gponsP to ~r . DavJ J . Paesern~neci's lette~ 
da ted May 17, 1983 . r . PJl-.M~anf!ck's l etter concerned re-ports isr.u.-d 1,y 
t..e Prei; jdent ' s Private:- Sector Survey on Cost Control ( PPS(JCC ) t,at , t 'o 

one P.Xtent • Tt,t:o~nded e h1hu1ti on of t he VA. 

Th~ Vetera~s Ad~in! straticn has 8l~o ~r.counte rec p·t,11c ~clat ons 
proble~s aa D r esult of the PFSSCC and WP. recognize the sense of 
frustration thi eltper.1e cc hae cau e<l mong vet~ra1ui organi~ation • Our 
concern 1~ thnt prem$ture no urcoorciina t erl releas e!! of !'FSSCC reports 
l"'. onccrnint t hE- Veterana Ac!min1strnt1on v1 U c use e. rlit! ngJ prohlGm-: . 

Ple&se let us know if 1o1e ere ne c!ed to provi tie: furt her aasistanee int 1a 
~at t er . 

JACK D. TAR · .N 
Executive Sec retATy 



Mr. David J. Passamaneck 
National Legislative Director 
American Veterans of World War II 
Korea - Vietnam 
4647 Forbes Boulevard 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 

Dear Mr. Passamaneck: 

Thank you for your letter of May 17, 1983, informing me of your concerns 

about the President's Private Sector Survey on Cost Control's (PPSSCC) 

manner of conducting its 

and the Federal Hospital 

task force review of The Veterans 

Management reports. Pr share your 

Administration 

concern on how 

these reports and their recommendations are being received by veterans 

groups and the general public. This Administration is committed to 

improving services for all veterans and the Veterans Administration, with 

its comprehensive benefits and medical care programs, is esse ntial to 

achieving this goal. There is no plan to eliminate or otherwise reduce the 

effectiveness of the Veterans Administration with its tradition of service 

to our Nation's veterans. 

As you may know, there are 36 task forces studying a wide range of issues 

to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of operations without adversely 

affecting services. The magnitude and interrelationship of the issues 

studied resulted in serious logistical problems such as those you cited. I 

apologize for the lack of availability of reports and the short timeframe 

in which to respond to specific reports. You should also know that every 

effort is being made to be responsive to your constructive criticism and 

that the PPSSCC has been made aware of your concerns. 



Mr. David J. Passamaneck 
National Legislative Director 

I want to assure you that the task force reports on the Veterans 

Administration will 1.n no way impair the operation of that Agency nor 

diminish the provision of benefits and services to veterans. This Adminis

tration has gone on record many times in the past as being a strong 

advocate of veterans affairs and will continue to ensure that the Veterans 

Administration provides the level and quality of service tha t veterans 

organizations and the American people have come to expect. 

Please contact me if I can be of assist ance to you 1.n resolving fu ture 

problems that may occur. I appr eciate your c oncerns a nd l ook forward to 

working with the AMVETS to strengthen veterans programs. 

Sincerely, 

~ ft Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

on Veterans Affairs 

Robert H. Kline (073) Extension 389-3177 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 7, 1983 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: MORTON BLACKWELL 

FROM: 
-l 

DEBBIE HUTTON~r,,eakers Bureau 

SUBJECT: SPEAKERS REQUEST \ 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECO.M..MENDATION AND COiv.lMENTS ON THE FOLLOWING 
REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION: 

Event: 

Date: 

Location: 

Remembrance Ceremony of the POW, MIA and KIAs of the 
Vietnam wa:r 

September 24, 1983 

Zanesville, OH 

See attached correspondence. I plan to regret for Background: 
a representative on Sept. 9th unless I get an 
alternate recommendation from you . 

RECOMMEND ACCEPT 

RECOMMEND REGRET ✓ 

COMMENTS: 

RECOMMEND WHITE HOUSE STAFF 

RECOMMEND CABINET MEMBER 

RECOI~...END SUB-CABINET .MEMBER 

Your response is needed by: ASAP. ----'------- -----



.. 
~- .,. - ·. -__ - , . . . 

: f, 

. .... , 

Septe~er 6, 1983 

Dear 1-'!r. Dicks: 

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you fo r 
inviting him to participate in the Remembrance Cere mony 
of the POW, MIA and KIAS of the Vietnam iiar on the 24th 
o f September. 

Although he would like to join you, the President's h2 vy 
schedule precludes his doing so. Wit~ regard to your 
r~quest for a surrogate, I am forwarding your message to 
the Speakers Bureau and they will be in touch with "OU 
regarding the ?Ossibility of a r2presentative. 

In the rne.::intJ..me, the President has asked me ~o expr t?ss 
his gratitude- fer your thoughtfulness in writing and 
~er.ds his 0e3t wishes. 

Mr . Robert J. Dicks 
Chact<2r 42 

]3~ ShiP~ic k S~ =eet 
Za.ricsville, OI-i 

cc : w/inc c cpy 

? ~rt: S:.-! ~ j ~ f 
? ~P -:J. ~! .. ~ 

Sincerclv, 
' -

~REDER I CI~ J. RYA.1.'1, JR. 
Direc~or, Presidential 
Appointments and Sche duli i.g 



-/ ~ 
jl J•';_' 
\_ J) Dear President 

J 

Rea gan, 

I am writin g you t h is letter to inform you that we the Viet Nam -----Veterans of America rrnapter 3:__ here in Zanesville Ohio are having 
- · -· ---- - ------- - . 

a rememberebce Ceremony for the POW MIA and KI.AS of the Viet Nam- War 

on th~;::~~::-~~t the_~_r ~e"nwoOct _ Ceil]e,teI_Y_-_- _ 

We will have a Wreath Ceremony and we are planning a Rifle 

salute with hopefully Congressman Clarence Miller, the Mayor Crun 

Aggan and a few other poli~ical people we are hoping to attend. 

This Ceremony hopefully will show the people of this area that 

We still remember these men. Sir, we have 2 MIAs from t he Lane sville 

area that are presumed Hissing in Action and we don't forget them. 

There are 129 men missing from ohio and I think that we can s how 

a great tribute to these men. I realise that you have a very busy 

sc heguel and I know that you probably will not be able to attend 

but we wish to invlte you. It would be an Honor to have y ou here. 

We would like for yo u to be the one that raises the Flag to half 

mast and do the honors of leading us in the Salute and have you Pray 

a small ~rayre for these men. Hopefully you can attend a nd if you a re 

not able to attend maybe you could have one of your repr esentatives 

here . This is very Important to us and I hope ~o see you or at lea st 

recieve a reply from yoJ~ Thank you very much. 

~X:fi0

fS~ 
Robert J.Dicks 
Office Coordinator 
Viet Ham Veterans of Amer 
Chapter# 42 
334 Shinnick St. 
Zanesville, Ohio 

1 (614) 455-3683 
43701 



REMARKS: 

WHITE HOUSE-STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

WHITTLESEY 

VIPOND 

ROUSSELOT · 

BLACKWELL 

BRADLEY 

GALE 

JACOBI 

JE,PSEN 

KOJELIS 

MELOY 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON 

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DU E BY: 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 
□ □ RIGGS 

□ □ TILLER 

~□ VILA 

□ □ VILLALPANDO 

□ □ BENSCHOTER 

□ □ GRAF 

□ □ SHORTLY 

D □ SUNDSETH 

□ □ MORECI 

□ □ 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ D 

D □ 
-□ D 

□ □ 
D □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

Faith Ryan Whittlesey 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2270 



Document No. 
J.'-tUU.JL 

----------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: August 31, 19 83ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: 

VICE PRESIDENT 

MEESE 

BAKER 

DEAVER 

STOCKMAN 

CLARK 

DARMAN 

DUBERSTEIN 

FELDSTEIN 

FIELDING 

FULLER 

GERGEN 

VETERANS DAY, 1983 

ACTION 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
KJ 

□ 
flu 

~ 

□ 

FYI 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

HARPER 

HERRINGTON 

JENKINS 

MCMANUS 

MURPHY 

ROGERS 

ROLLINS 

VERSTANDIG 

WHITTLESEY 

BRADY /SPEAKES 

ROGERS 

ACTION FYI 

REMARK~ Att a ch e d for your consideration, the proposed dr al~ pr o cl amation 
desi gnating November 11, 1983 as Veterans Day. 

RESPONSE: 

The document was slightly edited in the Special Message s Office. 

Many thanks. 

Randy Hodge by 
direction fr om 
Dodie Livingsto,n 

(for) Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2941 
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GENERAL COUNSEL 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

August 29, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MICHAEL J. HOROWITZ m i:r'J( 
COUNSEL TO THE DIRECTOR 

VETERANS DAY, 1983 

Enclosed is the annual proposed proclamation for Veterans 
Day, 1983. 

Although there is no statute which specifically calls for a 
Veterans Day proclamation, one has been issued each year 
since 1954. 

The Administrator, Veterans Administration, in his capacity 
as Chairman of the Veterans Day National Committee, requests 
issuance of this proclamation in early September in order to 
permit timely distribution of materials to schools, State 
Chairpersons, etc., who are arranging this year's observance. 

The proposed proclamation, which was submitted at our 
request by the Veterans Administration, has been retyped in 
this office to reflect minor editorial changes and as to 
format. 

The proposed proclamation has the approval of the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Enclosure 

l 



VETERANS DAY, 1983 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

None among us deserve more respect than the millions of patriotic 

men and women who have worn our Nation 1s uniform to preserve Amer

ica's freedom and world peace. 

OUr Armed Forces veterans have earned a special day in which 

you and I may focus on their heroic accomplishments . For their 

unselfish devotion to duty, Cong·ress established Veterans Day as a 

,..national expression of gratitude. On this historic occasion, our hearts 

and minds should be with our living veterans and their deceased 

comrades who have contributed so much to the defense of our coun

try's ideals. 

From the freezing cold of Valley Forge when our Nation was in its 

infancy, to the Vietnam conflict where our soldiers fought and died for 

the human rights of others, through war and peace, these valiant 

citizens have answered the call to service with honor and dignity. 

They are indeed worthy of a formal tribute from a grateful nation. 

Special consideration is due to those veterans who are sick and 

disabled. There is no better tangible expression of our affection than 

by remembering to visit them at home or in our hospitals. 

In order that we pay meaningful tribute to the efforts of these 

valiant men and women of our Armed Forces, Congress has provided ( 5 

U.S. C. 6103 (a) ) that November 11 shall be set aside each year as a 

national holiday to honor America's veterans . 

NOW THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 

States of America, do . hereby declnr.e Friday,_ Noyember 11, 1983, as 

Veterans Day. In recognition of their veJor, I urge all Americans to 

join with me in n fitting salute to our veterans, and I call upon Feder

al, State and local government officinls to mark Veterans Day by 

displaying the flag of the United Stntes, and I ask those Government 
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officials to support fully and personally its observance by appropriate 

ceremonies throughout the country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 

eighty-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America 

the. two hundred and eighth. 
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1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 

My Dear Mr. President, 
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I have enclosed additional materials to update you on our activities 
and successes and while in Santa Barbara you can see BRAVO Veterans 
Forum on Cox Cable or on Metro Cable in Arlington, Virginia and 
throughout the good old USA. 

Our best wishes to you and The First Lady •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Respectf lly, 

(~ 
and 
Director 

Enclosures 

4922 Vineland• North Hollywood, California 91601 
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Press contact: 
Stephan L. Thorpe 

(213) 760-3171 

Brotherhood Rally of American Veterans Organization 

PRSSS·RELEASE 

Dateline LOS ANGELES June 5, 1983 

BRAVO- is a California based veteran's organization which will celebrate its' 12th 
birthday in the third week of November - 1983. The organization promotes 
membership in all veteran's groups, holding that veterans who are organized have 
the political power necessary to protect veteran's interests - while the individual 
veteran has a voice which is seldom heard - unless he or she is a member of an 
organized group. BRAVO'S -Directors and Advisors are a cross-section of the 
membership of all the organiz ,fl te n's groups,_ from the An:ierican Legion, 
through the several Vietnam s ssociations. 

BRAVO - advocates the con~ ~k~~ LY VETERANS really relate to other 
veterans. Especi · tus, ie: the veteran with 
problems;, · L. ~ ,;,;,,f', tc\ t:'l1t"ib ,,.,, veteran with family 
proble "'"""_ .... _. a1R"V\R\l:c~ ,e ,1::1,t,"-t:J::1-1:1· le government 
ri ____ .___._~""'--.ll.L- _._,'--,-_..___....,...,_~----. to veteran 

s •J':!di~~-L ent offices. 
Furt A:;;;;;:;;;;l;;:--a~:::!.. . . o might need 

to se ~-.rT'-~T'~ '"""'""""""'' it handles those 
"SPE ~"'J,:~~';~;;i~ ~ ~\L->, 1111•.L.JJ.)/&l ~--..t1 i,q-~~~-~ ounselors for the 
needy 

BRAVO =-=-n•"'' in regards to veteran 
related issu ·"""'-·---=--· al, BRAVO publishes 
a national ne HF~3:!l;~~ produces a television 
program "TI-IE VETE w emg shown in more than fifty 
broadcast areas across the United States. 

Tony Diamond, BRAVO'S Executive Director, and moderator of the "VETERAN'S 
FORUM" is active in keeping the POW /MIA issue before the public. A recent edition 
of"TI-IE VETERAN's OBSERVER" contained an in-depth study of the subject, while 
each succeeding issue has an update column of POW /MIA matters. Mr. Diamond 
recently videotaped an exclusive interview with Lt. Col. James G. (BO) Gritz, the 
retired Green Beret officer who early in 1983, led a privately funded POW rescue 
mission into Communist Laos. 

In April of 1983, Mr. Diamond, together with Canadian veteran, Henry Beckman, 
who is producer-director of the 'VETERAN'S FORUM,'' explained the criteria for the· 
program, ie: 

"There are no taboos- zf it relates to the veteran, or is important to the veteran, or 
of interest to the veteran.· . . and within the bounds of decency, we will air it on the 

" program. 

4922 Vineland • North Hollywood, California 91601 
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On April 9, 1983, the SOlITHERN CALIFORNIA MOTION PICTURE COUNCIL 
awarded the "VElERAN'S FORUM" - its' coveted "GOLDEN HALO" award for the 
best public service program. This would seem to indicate that the current criteria for 
the television program has validity and merit. 

Tony Diamond is a Korean War Veteran. He has been an actor, comedian, and a 
writer. He is also a veteran of four tours in S.E. Asia as an entertainer. Three of those 
tours were in Vietnam. Out of his Vietnam experiences he came to realize that the 
Vietnam Veterans, for reasons never quite clear, were being treated as if they had 
committed a crime by serving their country. Perhaps it was because the Vietnam 
veteran was returning from a war that nobody seemed to support. As a result, many 
of these returning veterans turned their backs to the society which their presence 
seemed to make uncomfortable. Many became withdrawn, uncommunicative, 
they were clannish other Vietnam Veterans, but "loners" when left to their own 
devices. Many seemed unaware that they had problems. Some were addicted to 
drugs, or were alcoholic. Most were uniformed about veteran's benefits, or of 
programs designed to help them adjust to civilian life. Out of this need BRAVO 
emerged as an organization. 

BRAVO - ·was founded by the late Tom Tully and Tony Diamond, assisted by 
others, such as the late Charles Grant, Past Commander of the Birmingham 
Hospital Chapter 73, Disabled American Veterans. On August 31 , 1972, Mr. Grant 
stated: 

"The new veterans are not being made aware of the aid and assistance available 
to them through veter.an service organizations. No rare they aware ofthefeeling of 
comradeship and belonging which can be found in the company of other veterans. 
We all have common expen·ences. We can relate because we do 
understand. " 

Thus the organization was founded. It was nursed through those early days by an 
uncommon group of men, ie: the late Tom Tully; the late Danielj. Zapalski; the late 
Joseph Zahblauskis; the late Frank (C.T.) Smith; the late Woody Reuther; and the 
late, Mr. Grant. They are now gone - but not forgotten. They gave of themselves in 
response to a need in others. 

BRAVO - has grown and increased its activities as a d irect result of the dedication, 
involvement and support of its' ten directors and twenty-seven advisors. 

BRAVO - has seen many problems manifest themselves since its· early days, ie: 
Stress Syndrqme (P.T.D;S.); Agent Orange disability claims; the POW/MIA issue; 
controversy.over V.A Benefits; suicide and suicide prevention efforts; a place for a 
homeless veteran to sleep; the establishment of counseling centers; dedication of 
memorials; programs for incaucerated veterans. Everything involving the veteran 
has been a part of BRAVO'S activities for the past twelve years. 



., 
Page 3 of 3 

BRAVO - stresses unity between all veterans. Recently Tony Diamond 
stated: 

"It is time to end the bickering, the petty factionalism, and accentuation of 
differences between the WW2, the Korean War, Cold War, and Vietnam War 
veterans. We may have served at different times, used different weaponry, worn 
different colored uniforms, but we do share a common bond: we served our 
country! As brother veterans we should stand united. 

Mr. Diamond went on to say: 

"Why not unite and support issues which are important to us not just as veterans, 
but as Americans? United we can bn·ng realization to those who wouuld have our 
vote -that with that vote goes the requirement that our collective voice be heard 
and heeded. We are after all, the largest voting bloc in the nation. In the future, we 
should let no politician take our vote for granted. " 

BRAVO has recently moved to larger offices - where in addition to referral services, 
publication of the newspaper, and production of the television program, BRAVO 
will produce a syndicated radio show. This is in keeping with BRAVO'S purposes -
to help the individual veteran, and promote the awareness of the public and the 
veteran about issues which are of concern to the American Veteran. 

In addition to his duties with BRAVO, Tony Diamond has in the past few years also, 
setved as Commander Qumpmaster) of V.F. W. POST 8515 (All Airborne), and as 
Past Sr. Vice Commander - Audie Murphy Chapter 69, D.A V. - and as 
Commander, BRAVO CHAPTER, U.V.V.O .. 

BRAVO - was a participant in the recent dedication of the Vietnam War Memorial, 
in Washington, D.C., where Tony Diamond read aloud -two hundred seventy six of 
the names engraved on that memorial. His account of that experience appeared in 
_the March-April issue of the "VETERAN'S OBSERVER" and ended fittingly: 

"WARRIORS ALL. .. AMERICA'S FINEST. .. THEY SHALL NEVER BE FORGOTTEN." 
(Amen, Tony!) 

Membership in BRA VO is available to any veteran without charge. (Veterans 
have already paid their dues by serving their nation). Non-Veterans pay a one 
time-life membership fee of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars. 
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No bands played when our soldiers returned from 
Vietnam. But last November, with the dedication 
of the Vietnam War Memorial in Washington . D.C., 
the nation opened its heart to its ostracized war
riors . There are 57 ,939 names inscribed on the 
Memorial's black 'marble. The dead finally got their 
monument. And the living were finally able to come 
marching home . On the Monday before the 
Memorial Day weekend (the 23rd at 10:30 PM). the 
documentary Welcome Home records the pain and 
hope of this long overdue tribute. On page 19, one 
Vietnam veteran shares what he felt and wit 
nessed at the Memorial's dedication. 

· The Memorial Reniembered 
A < omp.1ssion.1te look at .1 group of 
Vietnam veterans attending the dedi
c,1 tion of the Vietnam W,1r Memorial 
in W.ishington, D.C., Wr/(()mr /--/om1·, 
ho~ted by (;ary Gilson, .iirs Mond.iy 
the 23rd at 10:30 1•.M . Veteran Tony 
Oi.1mond of Sherman O.iks, a co
founder of the Brotherhood Rally of 
American Veterans Organization 
(BRAVO) and the executive producer 
of the nationally-syndicated public 
Jcccss cable TV program, BRAVO 
Vt'laan, Fornm, was there . Here he 
sh.1rcs his own experiences: 

Having lived through the Vietnam 
era during four tours as a USO 
entertainer throughout the Far East 
and Southeast Asia between 1968 
and 1969, I had no choice but to go 
to Washington, D.C. for the long
J waited dedication of what some 
Viet vets were calling " The Great 
Wall of America." I had been chosen 
to read in the Bethlehelm Chapel of 
the National Cathedral the names of 
two hundred and seventy-six of my 
brothers who had not returned or 
were missing. I choke up recalling 
that evening, when I read alphabet
ically from Captain Arnold W. Luke 
to Corporal U!uis J. Malmanis . 
Those honored will slay with me 
forever. 

The deep camaraderie during the 
Memorial Weck was greater than 
anticipated . The press reported that 
20,000 paraded. But it felt and looked 
like 100,000. f'II never forget the 
applause along the parJde route . 
Vietnam vets wandered through the 
huge crowd, looking for a familiar 
face, a face they'd last seen in the 
jungle ten, twelve, fifteen years ago. 
Buddies hugged and cried together. 
I saw a mother, wearing a Gold Star 
(awarded posthumously to her slain 
son), meet the helicopter pilot who 
had gone in under heavy fire lo 
retrieve her son's body. I saw a sol
dier from Vermont reunited with a 
combat medic from California, who, 

in their last encounlcr,had patched 
up the wounded soldier. Most of all, 
I recall the togetherness. If a soldier 
needed funds or a place to stay , 
many came to his aid . Once again, 
we were taking care of each other. 

When the dedication was draw
ing lo a close, I was standing on the 
grassy area above the monument, 
watching people disperse. Some
thing, I felt, seemed to be missing. 
Then the silence was broken with 
what the Memorial Committee had 
missed . At the point of the monu
ment, a single veteran played "Taps" 
for the fallen soldiers. The trumpet 
si gnalled the end of an event filled 
witn much joy and sorrow-

KCET /19 
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Veteran • • 1nvas1on 
Tulare sought as site for gigantic festival 

By Da.vid Watson 
A · R staff reporter 

A veterans festival with an 
expected 150,000 par
ticipants is seeking a place 
to call home Labor Day 
weekend, and one of the first 
choices for its organizers is 
the International Agri
Center site in Tulare. 

Six organizations have 
banded together to sponsor 
the event, but the lead 
agency is BRAVO, 
Brotherhood Rally of 
American Veterans 
Organization. Other groups 
participating in the self
procl aimed "four-day 
festival of unity" are the 
American GI Forum, 
Vietnam Veterans 
Leadership Program, 
California Veterans 
Memorial Trust Fund, the 
Veterans · Association of 
Tulare County and the Spirit 
of Allensworth Big Brothers 
Association. 

Tony Diamond, executive 
directqr .of BRAVO, met 
recently with veterans of- . 
ficials, Mayor Phil Van
degrift and Supervisor John 
Conway to discuss the 
feasibility of such an event in 
Tulare Sept. 1-4. 

Diamond could not be 
reached for comment 
Friday, but in literature he 
has distributed through the 
city, the project is immense 
in scope. 

•~we anticipate an attend
ance of 100,000 to 150,000 
participants. A plan is being 
arranged to form an exer
cise for the California 
National Guard and U.S. 
military forces as a major 
disaster evacuation plan to 

, accommodate those attend
ing the festival," Diamond 
wrote. "(The) festival will 
be alive with a carnival 
atmosphere - arts and 
crafts, job fairs , business 
opportunities, games and 
unlimited activities." 

He said a Tulare County 
site was chosen because of 
its "logistical convenience" 
to handle such a project. The 
lestival committee first 
planned to hold the event in 
the Allensworth area, but 
after viewing the Tulare site, 
decided it would be better 
suited to their purposes. 

Projected ideas, as 
outlined by Diamond, call 
for dividing the event into 
four specific areas. Each 
area would contain a fully 

equipped, 24-hour mini
hospital with at least four 
ambulances and one 
helicopter. 

Each ~ection would have 
an exposition area , open-air 
theaters, arts and crafts 
displays, bazaars, rides, 
games, musicians, en
tertainers, banners of units, 
unit beer tents, concessions, 
restrooms, veteran in
formation booths and 
telephones. 

Plans call for athletic 
events , a jungle obstacle 
course, a museum of 
military history and noon 
fly-overs by Air l<~orce jet 
fighters. 

It is estimated that 1,100 
public safety person11el will 
be needed for security, as 
well as 400 uniformed of
ficers to protect the festival 
area. Campsites for 50,000 
recreational vehicles are 
proposed. 

The outline says 200 serv
ice food stands will be 
needed, and other food 
booths run by local non
profit organizations will be 
allowed. 

The site would need 1,600 
water outlets and fountains . 

In addition, plans call for 

three water "oasis" pools 
adjacent to the main stage 
"capable of cooling 5,000 at a 
time. Two water sprayers 
will provide a cooling mist." 

The main · concert stage 
will have audio systems and 
two video screens. A laser 
light show will begin en
tertainment at twilight and 
end the concert with 
fireworks . Possible per
formers include Buck 
Owens, Roy Clark and 
Wayne Newton. 

Costs for the project are 
estimated at more than $3 
million. Corporations such 
as Budweiser and Sports 
Unlimited of Dallas are 
being asked to donate 
$250,000 each as "seed" 
money. 

Tularean Frank Hillberg, 
a member of AMVETS, did 
not want to discuss the 
event, saying the committee 
members had agreed they 
did not want to publicize the 
event until a specific site had 
been chosen. 

He did confirm that plans 
for the festival were under 
way and the group did want 
to hold it in the central 
valley. 

''We've got a committee 
trying to find an acceptable 
location . This will be a 
healthy thing . We're not 
talking about a rock deal," 
Hillberg said. 

The festival also has been 
tentatively discussed by the 
city staff. 

"I don't know how they're 
going to do it," said William 
Fishbaugh, city finance 
director and a member of 
the board of the Tulare 
Memorial District . "It's 
mind boggling when you get 
down to it. It 's really 
doubtful ." 

Dan Johns. director of the 
agri-center, said he had not 
been officially contacted by 
representatives of BRAVO. 
He said they had come by his 
office last week, but he had 
been out of town. 

"Anything beneficial for 
the community we're in 
favor of,"'he said about the 
festival. "Our board is going 
to be wise and prudent in 
renting out the site. We 
wouldn't want any wild, 
raucus thing out here.'' 

Assistant City Manager 
Sam Racadio said such a 
festival would have to have 
City Council permission 
before proceeding, but so far 
the city had not been of
ficially contacted about the 
plan. 

'✓ . ' 




