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• THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HIN G T O N 

March 20, 1981 

Dear Ed: 

As the staff member responsible for this area, 
I am requesting that the President be allowed to 
renew his membership in the Reserve Officers 
Association. 

I apologize for the delay in responding on behalf 
of the President to your earlier correspondence and 
hope that the President's wish will be accomodated. 
If we can be of assistance to you or any of the 
members of the ROA, please feel free to call on me. 

Sincerely, 

Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

Mr. W. E. Thomas, Jr. 
5742 Monalee Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95819 
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S742 Mon .1 .1.ee Av enue 
. Sac rament0 , CA 95819 

Reserve Officers 1\ssociation of The United States 
* * * * * * 

April 20, 1981 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

Thank you for your letter of f,la rch 20, 1981. I n this reP-ard, 
I enclose a copy of my April 6th letter to General Roberts. I 
am sure processing of President Rearan's ROA membe rs hip is now 
in good hands and will soon be accompli s hed. 

I have no way of knowing if you or President Reavan ever 
received my original letter of Aur.;ust 27, 1980 or first 
follow-up letter to Curtis Mack of October 22nd. Because the 
August 27th letter contains all the bac kgrou nd infor~ation, 
I am enclosing a copy along with the October 22nd letter. 

I think you also would want a copy of the ch ecY.s and applicat ions 
I made. It is enclosed. This, of course, will be a memorable 
souvenir for 2nd Lt. Roger Behringer who on ~arch Jl s t was the 
newest lieutenant in the U.S. Army. 

Thanks again for your response. Also, I Thank God for The 
President's rapid recovery. Please wish him well for me . 

l/J. E. TOMAS, Jr. 
Col. USAR - Re t. 

4 Encis 

* 



5742 Monalee Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95819 

·· ~~~ Reserve Officers Association of The United States 
* * * * -!;- * * * * 

~~~~ 

April 6, 1981 

Major General J. Milnor Roberts, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Reserve Officers Assn. of the United States 
1 Constitution Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Dear General Roberts: 

This refers to our telephone conversation the morning of March JOth 
and a Life Membership for President Reagan. A short time later, while 
on my way to Rotary, I heard the terrible news about the shooting. 
Thank God it was not worse. 

As I recall, you had a tentative appointment to meet at the White 
House about April 4th regarding President Reagan's ROA membership. 
I presume that has been postponed. As agreed, I enclose an application 
for President Reagan's Life Membership and my check for $128.00. As 
discussed with you, our Board will decide at the next meeting what 
portion the Chapter will pay. In any case, I will pay the difference. 
Please note I did not have information for the application for date of 
birth, social security number, military status, and grade. I think 
it best that you complete those items. 

I also enclose an application and check for newly commissioned 2nd Lt 
Roger A. Behringer. An interesting coincidence is that I had arranged 
for a commissioning ceremony on March 31st at the Sacramento Anny 
Depot for Lt. Behringer. He graduated from ROTC, University of Calif
ornia, Berkeley, in December 1980 and had to be commissioned before 
going on active duty next month. The depot commander, Col. Hennan L. 
Brooks, conducted a very impressive ceremony attended by depot officers, 
family and friends. As of 1630 hours, March Jlst, Lt. Behringer was 
the newest commissioned officer in the U. S. Anny. I had planned to 
buy his first year's membership in ROA and it seemed appropriate to 
me to send this application along with the one for The President. 

I also enclose a copy of the March 20th letter I received from 
Morton Blackwell which I read to you. Please thank him for me. 

Please keep me advised of progress. Thanks. 

Sine erely ,. 
<,.-11 / . . -~ ·,,,/ 
c-d __ ·. _/ /~ c._ 1->-u L '--

w. E. THOMAS, Jr. 
Col. USAR - Ret. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 6, 1981 

Dear General Roberts: 

Thank you so very much for the 
picture with Ed Meese and yourseif. 
I thank you so much for the invitation 
to the luncheon and the roast. 

The ROA is certainly doing a great 
job in support of the Presid~nt. 

Thanks again. 

Cordially, 

/J;ll 1 

1,/ -~~:1, 
Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to 
the President 

General J. Milnor Roberts 
Reserve Officers Association 
First and Constitution N.E. 
Washington, D.~. 20002 



RESERVE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION Of THE UNITED STATES 

J . MILNOR ROBERTS 

MAJOR GENERAL, AU 5 RET. 

EXEClITIVE DIRECTOR 

J CONSTITlITION AVENUE, NORTHEAST 

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20002 

(202) 479 - 2200 

1 October 1981 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to Deputy Director 
of the office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

It was a pleasure to have you with us on 
September 16th, and I thought you might be 
interested in the enclosed photo which 
turned out rather well. 

I am also sending a copy to Ed Meese, al
though I suspect that he will receive many 
similar ones! 

Looking forward to seeing you again in the 
near future, and with best personal regards, 
I am 

Co~ 

~ Milnor Roberts 
o;:;jor General, AUS (Ret.) 

Executive Director 
JMR/gw 
Encl. 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 3, 1981 

TO: Billie Shaddix, Director White House Photographic Services 

FROM: Morton Blackwell 

As Director of the White House Photographic Services we need 
your assistance in filling the following request from General 
Hultman of the Reserve Officers Association. The Association 
would like to obtain copies 0£ the following photos: 

1. 10 - 5X7 black and white photos #3046-09, 17 July 81 

2. 2 0Xl0 color photos# c~oss 10, 17 Juli 81 , 

When they are ready please send them to the attention of 
Maiselle Shortley, Room 191. 

Thank you for your assistance and . prompt attention to this 
matter. 

P.S. Would you also include in this order the follow1ng: 

8Xl0 color photos# 0305~A, 17 July 81 --=-='-L--=.::..__:=-=.~__::.::-

Th:;ai2 ;~ pf~~ 

~ 
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W ASH I NGTON 

DATE: 

TO : ~ 

FROM: !);~ 

For your ,· 

Per our conversation 



National Headquarters • MINUTE MAN MEMORIAL BUILDING 
1 CONSTITUTION AVENUE, N.E., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 

TELEPHONE 202/479-2200 
ARMY * NAVY * AIR FORCE * MARINE CORPS * COAST GUARD * PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE * NOAA 

18 May 1981 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Office of Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

D~~A.__ 
Our Association's 1981 National Convention will be held the 8th through the 
11th of July in Albuquerque, New Mexico, with headquarters at the Hilton Inn. 
Activities will begin with a "Welcome to New Mexico" Reception at 6:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, 8 July. The General Sessions will be held on the mornings of 9, 10, 
and 11 July, after which, on each day, the Service Sections will hold their 
separate meetings. 

The Convention will be climaxed by ROA's Inaugural Banquet on 11 July, when 
Admiral Thomas B. Hayward, USN, Chief of Naval Operations, will be honored with 
the Associations's Minute Man Hall of Fame Award. Vice Admiral Lee Baggett, 
Commander, Naval Surface Force, Pacific Fleet, will give the response. 

This is a most cordial invitation to you and your lady to be our guests for the 
Inaugural Reception and Banquet on 11 July. You are, of course, invited to 
attend any of the other events scheduled, which will be addressed by senior 
military and civilian leaders representing all branches of the Service and the 
civilian sector. 

our Convention attracts about 1,200 representatives of our Association from 
throughout the United States and overseas areas, and will afford you the oppor
tunity to meet with them and become informed of their viewpoints. 

We hope very much that you can be with us. If you will let us know your time of 
arrival and length of stay we will be happy to assist you in making hotel reser
vations. A card is enclosed for your convenience in responding. 

Banquet Dress: Black Tie 

R.s.v.P. Mrs. Grace White 
(202) 479-2222 

Cordially yours, 

Major General, AUS Ret. 
Executive Director 



RESERVE OFF.JCERS ,~SSOCIATION 
1981 National Convention, 8-11 July 

The Hilton Inn, Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Please check events 
you plan to attend 

Wednesday, 8 July 
6 :00 p.m. D "Welcome to Albuquerque" 

Reception 
Thursday, 9 July 

8:30 a.m. D Convention Assembly 
10:30 a.m. D Service Section Meeting: □Army 

D Navy, MC, CG D Air Force 
6 :30 p.m. D President's Reception 

I desire accommodations at the Hilton Inn 
D Single D Twin D Double · 
Arrive ______________ _ 

(date & time) 

□ I am unable to attend the Conference 

Friday, 10 July 
8:30 a.m. D Convention Assembly 

12: 15 p.m. D Service Luncheons : D Army 
DNavy,MC,CG DAirForce 

2 :00 p.m. D Service Section Meeting: D Army 
□ Navy , MC, CG □ Air Force 

Saturday, ll July 
9:00 a.m. D Convention Assembly 
6:45 p.m. D ROA Inaugural Reception & 

Banquet. My wife (escort) 
D will, D will not attend banquet 

Depart _______________ _ 

(date & time) 

NAME (please print) ______________________ _ 
ADDRESS _________________________ _ 
TELEPHONE _______________ Date: _______ _ 

If attending Conference please check in at VIP registration desk for registration materials . 



Reserve Officers Association 
1 Constitut ion Avenue , N .E. 
Wash ington, D.C. 20002 

ROA National Convention 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 



National Headquarters • MINUTE MAN MEMORIAL BUILDING 
1 CONSTITUTION AVENUE, N.E., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 

TELEPHONE 202/479-2200 
ARMY* NAVY * AIR FORCE* MARINE CORPS *COASTGUARD* PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE * NOAA 

The Honorable Elizabeth H. Dole 
Assistant to the President for 

Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs. Dole: 

18 May 1981 ., ~ ~ 

~ ~ -AA~ 

--1P/ . v?'~ ()<(r 

~~f~rtf 
our Associatio 's 1981 National Convention will be held the 8th thr ough the 
11t h of July in Albuquerque, New Mexi co, with headquarters at the Hilton Inn. 
Activities will begin with a "Welcome to New Mexico" Reception at 6:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, 8 July. The General Sessions will be held on the mornings of 9, 10, 
and 11 July, after which, on each day, the Service Sections will hold their 
separate meetings. 

The Convention will be climaxed by ROA's Inaugural Banquet on 11 JUly, when 
Admiral Thomas B. Hayward, USN, Chief of Naval Operations, will be honored with 
the Associations's Minute Man Hall of Fame Award. Vice Admiral Lee Baggett, 
Commander, Naval Surface Force, Pacific Fleet, will give the response. 

This is a most cordial invitat ion t o you and your escort ~ _.;~=;t:;r;;:;;-_r the 
Inaugural Receptio d Banquet on 11 JUly. You are, of 
attend any of the other events scheduled, which will be addressed by senior 
military and civilian leaders representing all branches of the Service and the 
civilian sector. 

our Convention attracts about 1,200 representatives of our Association from 
throughout the United States and overseas areas, and will afford you the oppor
tunity to meet with them and become informed of their viewpoints. 

We hope very much that you can be with us. If you will let us know your time of 
arrival and length of stay we will be happy to assist you in making hotel reser
vations. A card is enclosed for your convenience in responding. 

Banquet Dress: Black Tie 

R.s.v.p. Mrs. Grace White 
(202) 479-2222 

Cordially yours, 

Major General, AUS Ret. 
Executive Director 



February 16, 1982 

Dear Sonnys 

Nancy and I are very proud to extend our 
congratulations as the Reserve Officers 
Association honors you with its Minute 
Man of the Year Award. 

Presented to •the citizen who has con
tributed most to National Security," this 
award recognizes your service in the Congress 
since 1966 and, especially, your work as 
Chairman of the House Veterans Affairs 
Conunittee and as a senior member ·of the 
House Armed Services Committee. 

I want you to know how much I appreciate your 
leadership and support this past year and how 
much they have meant to the success of our 
program. 

Again, congratulations. You have our best 
wishes and warm personal regard. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Gillespie v. Montgomery 
House of Representatives 
Washington, n.c. 20515 

(HAND CARRIED TO EVENT BY MORTON BLACKWELL) 

RR:LIVINGSTON:vs 
cc: K0Osborne/K.Duberstein/M0Blac,kl 
EVENT: FEB ol6 

1/D.Livingston/CF 



1HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 1, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL J. MILNOR ROBERTS 
RESERVE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 

FROM: MORTON c. BLACKWELL ;t/l< 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC LIAISON <'.-/ ~ 

SUBJECT: ROA's MID-WINTER BANQUET 

I spoke with Jim Creegan at the State Department Italian 
desk regarding your idea of having the Italian Ambassador 
invited and introduced at your banquet on February 16th. 

He thinks it would be a fifl~ idea. He said the Ambassador 
has done well on T.V. shows since the rescue of General 
Dozier and that he spe~~s beautiful English. 

Looks like a great idea! 

cc. Elizabeth H. Dole 

·,,,;', 

, . 

• 1 
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More than 700 chapters of ROA exist throughout the world. This 
was symbolized in 1956 when Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd, left, 
flew the ROA flag over his Operation Deepfreeze base camp at the 
South Pole. At right is Rear Admiral George J. Dufek , then com 
mander of the U. S. Naval Support Force, Antarctic . The flag is 
now displayed at national headquarters in Washington . 



The Minute Man Memorial Building, 
across from the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington, D.C., is the headquarters 
of the Reserve Officers Association 
of the United States. The five
story building was dedicated in 1968. 
It was built at the cost of almost 
$1.5 million and, due to the 
generosity of the members in a fund 
drive chaired by General Lewis B. 
H rshey , i s mortgage-free. 



... RESERVE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION AT 60; THE FIGHT FOR A SllmG NATIOOAL DEFENSE 

Contact: Herbert M. Hart 
(202) 479-2258/2257 

Author: Edgar A. Falk 
FOR ·RELEASE AFTER OCT 1, 1982 
NOTE PHOTOGRAPHS ENCLOSED · 

RESERVE OFFICERS _ASSOCIATION AT 60; 

FIGHT FOR A STRONG NATIONAL DEFENSE CONTINUES 

"I consider this gathering perhaps one of .the .most important from a 

military point of view -that has assembled in Washington or anywhere .else 

within the confines of this cour1try within my time." 

Those were the words spoken by General of the Annies John J. Pershing 
. . . 

on October 2, 1922 at the founding meeting of the Reserve Officers Association. 

One hundred and forty World War I reserve officers had assembled that day 

at the historic Willard Hotel in Washington, at Pershing's suggestion, to 

organize an association which would play a key role in implementing the National 

Defense Act of 1920. 

The Congressional Act had created ·a National "Citizens Anny of 2-million, 

to be led by a 200,000-member Officers Reserve Corps. Howeve_r, it was clear 

that the success of National Citizens Anny and Officers Reserve Corps would 
. . 

depend entirely upon the patriotism and voluntary will of the people to participate. 

Thu_s, General Pershing charged ROA_ with the responsibility to recruit the 

force, develop public suppor_t, ·and the support of Congress so that money would be 

appropriated to train it. 

Overcoming the adversity of a dissident and indifferent ci.vi.lian population 

ancj Congres_s, the citi.zeti-soldfers o_f ROA were able to raise an Officers Reserve 

Corps of 125,000 by the outbreak of World War II. Though never satisfied with 

fundi.n_g, or the amount of .training the reserve off.ice-rs recetve_d, ROA was 

neverthel e.ss pleased wi.th · th~ comments made -by -General George · C. Ma.rs ha H-- fn 

late 1940. 

Marshall said, "In contrast with the hectic days of .1917 when the War 
\ 

Department, ·with no adequate reservoir of officers to draw upon, had hurried 

to select and train the great number of officers required fo.r the vast expansion 

of _the anny, we now have .available in the Offi.cers Reserve Corps a great pool of . 

trained men available for instant service." 



.. 
ROA 2 - 2 - 2 - 2 

An example of the dedication to service of these pre-war reservists occurred 

in 1933 when incoming President Franklin D. Roosevelt drastically cut; the reserve 

officers• training budget •. Yet, these men went on active duty never expecting 

to be paid. A meeting between five ROA members and President Roosevelt at the 

White House resulted in ll-million allocated for this training, and they 

were eventually paid. 

Suspended during World War II while its members were in servic_e, ROA was 

reestablished following the war. It was welcomed back with open arms, especially 

at the White House where long-time ROA member Harry S. Truman was in conmand. 

Truman had founded one of the very ffrst ROA chapters, in Kansas City. 

President Truman set the pendulum in motion to strengthen the reserve 

structure, and its importance to national security. He not only ordered his 

Secretary of Defense to move aggressively to build a reserve structure, but 

took pride in seeing passage of a strong Armed Forces Reserve Act. 

It was also during. the Truman era that ROA was granted a charter by act 

of Congress, mandating it "to support a military policy for the United States 

that will provide adequate national security, and to promote the development and 

execution thereof." 

This mandate made ROA advisors to Congress on all legislation affecting 

national security, as well as matters affecting the military, both reserve and active. 

ROA has used this advisory role to vigorously support legislation which it 

has felt was i.n_ the best interest of the nation's security. And, likewise, 

oppose legislation which it felt was not in the best interest of national security. 

It has ·found itself lined up on both sides of issues favored by presidents. 

For example, during the Carter Admfoistration, ROA opposed the Panama Canal Treaty, 

and the Salt II Treaty, while at the same time supporting the President on 

revitalizing the Selective Service draft, and lifting the embargo on the sale 

of arms to Turkey. 

More recently, it supported President Reagan's stand on the AWACS sale to 

Saudi Arabi_a. but opposed the administration's move to decimate the Coast Guard 

and eliminate its national security mission. 

It also supports an equitable nuclear freeze that is verifiable, but opposes 

a unilateral freeze as providing the Soviet Union no incentive to stop its nuclear 

prog-ram~ · It supports rebuildfog America's industrial base as necessary to national 

defense in the event of mobilization. · 

A major concern has been to encourage legislation which will strengthen the 

Reserve forces. It has fought hard for legislation to improve conditions and benefits 

for reservists and the active military , and training and equipment for the reserve 

components. 



ROA 3 - 3 - 3 - 3 

In 1964, ROA faced what was probably its greatest threat, and was able to turn 

it around into its greatest victory. In ~96_4, Defense Secretary Robert McNamara 
. . 

decided that the Army Reserve should merge into the National Guard, with the single 

force to be cOlllllanded by the governors of the states~ ·and admini_stered .by the chief 

of the National Guard. In addition, under the McNamara plan, 150,000 trained men 

would be ·dropped from the Army Reserve at a savings of $150-million a year. 

ROA wagc.d a three year battle against the McNamara plan, developing strong: 

pub.lie support as well as support in Congress. When the final votes were tallie~, 

the McNamara plan was ki.lled ·, and Congress had passed the 11 Reserve Bill of Rights 

and Vitalization Act." It was the most forward looking piece of reserve legislation 

in the nation's htstory, providing stability to the reserve forces. 

In recent years, in additi.on to many achievements in legislation aimed at 

improving the effectiveness of the reserve, ROA has blocked attempts to eliminate 

the Coast Guard Reserve, the Navy Reserve's Air arm, to cut the Navy Reserve in 

half, and cut the strengths of.· the other reserve components. 

Membership in ROA is 1 imited to mi 1 itary offi .. cers from the reserves or 

regular services, _active, retired or honorably discharge~. and ROTC cadets 

and midshipmen. Officers of the Public Hea.lth Servi.ce a.nd National Oceanic 

And .Atmospheric -Administration are also eligible· for membership. 

ROA celebrates its 60th anniversary this year wi.th a membership of 125,000 

in 700 chapters, and 55 departments. Although its rolls include ),257 admirals 

and generals--including 42 four-star- -, more than half of the membership is of 

the rank of major or below. 

Each year, the national presi.dency_ 9f ROA is rotated among the services. 

This yearls president is Coast Guard Reserve Captain Bennetts. Sparks of Hollywood, 

Ca.Hf. He is the first Coast Guard officer to serve as president. 

Nati.anal Headquarters for ROA are located in Washington in the Minute Man Memorial 

Building, on Capitol Hill. rts staff is head_ed by Maj. Gen. J. Milnor Roberts, who 

was Chief .of Army Reserve prior to his retirement in l975. 

As ROA looks to the future, it sees a formidable task ahead. There is a need 

to provide modern equi.pment ·whi.cn is. essential for the reserve components to perform 

both mobilizati.on and trai ning missions, to ins·ure that the reserve components receive 

t he nec~ssary traini ng to meet their role under the total force policy, and to build .: 

and maintain reserve component strength to meetmobilization manning requirements. 

As its officers and staff testify before Congress for this. and other legislation, 

they will undoubtedly have in mind the warning General Pershing spoke to the founding 

meeting some sixty years ago: "It would be false economy to save a few dollars by 

neglecting conman sense preparation in peace times and then to spend billions to 

make up for the defici ency ·1hen war comes ." 
P;)~ 



''THE TOA SlORY" PUBLISHED rn 00TH ANNIVERSARY . . . 

ROA . . . 
_, ·or··Q· .-ANN.IVERSARY .. ~NEWS 
C • J ~ TH . ' RESERVE OFFICERS ASSOC,IA TION OF . T~E: UNITED ST ATE~ 
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(202) 479-2258/2257 
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. Author:' Edgar A. Falk 
FOR ,RELEASE AFTER OCT _1, 1982 

"THE ROA STORY" 

PUBLISHED ON 60TH ANNIVERSARY 

:: ·,i· The Rese'rv'~ t>ffice~s Association:;of the United Stat~s, one of the few 

I (organizations. in ttte\ natioh to be chart'ered by Congress,' is celebrating its 

60th 'anniversary this year. . • '. , · ·· 

In conjunction with the anniversary, a 620-page hisfory of the association 

has been published, "The ROA .. story." The authors are Colonel John T. Carlton, 

an ROA member for over 50 years who served as its executive director for 18 

years, and John F. Slinkman, former editor of Navy Times. 

The very co~prehensive book provides not only the history of ROA, but ~lso 

an in-depth look at the growth of the reserve forces of the United S.tates. 

It traces the influential association's history from its ear1y days when 

it was organized at the encouragement of General of the Armies John J. Pershing 

to develop public and Congressional support for the National Defense Act .of 1920, 

and assist in ·recruiting fo.r its reserve forces~ to ROA's role in support of 

President Reagan's sale of AWACS to Saudi Arabia. 

Its pages contain mat~rial about .the roles some of the most important names 

i.n American history played in developing the reserve structure. They include 

Generals Pershin_g, MacArthur and Eisenhower,._ and Presidents Coolidg~, Roosevelt 

and Truman. The latter's role is covered -not only as co1T111ander-in-chief, but also 

as one of the early members of ROA. Truma_n, as an artillery major in Missouri, 

was the founder of ~ne of the first ROA chapters. 
fl . 

In addition to the organization's victories, the book also covers the defeats 
. . 

and frustrations fa.ced by ROA over the years. Much space is devoted to Defense 

Secretary Robert McNamara's attempt to merge the Army Reserve i.nto the Nati ona 1 . 

Guard, .a_nd the three-year fi,ght waged by ROA to defe.at the· move~ Not only was 

McNamara's plan ki.lle_d, but the ROA ended up with the .-strongest pro-Reserve 

legislation .ever to come out of Congress. 

- over -
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There are ~re than 100_ pages of his_torical photograp~s~ includ~ng a 

'pictur.e taken at the founding meeting. General Pershing is _in- the· picture • 

. '.'The .ROA Story" is avaHable from Reserve Officers Assoc1_at1on, 

0ti~ Constitutiof'! Ave., N.E., Washington, D.C., 20002, at $12.95 per ·copy, . 
\ t . , • • • 

,, 

· plus $1.65 for postage and handling. ' ' 

. - ROA -

NOTE TO EDITORS: If you would like a copy of the book for review purposes, 

· please call us at (202) 479-2258 or send a request· on your letterhead to ROA (PA), 

One Constitution Ave_., N~E •• Washingto_n, D.C •• 20002. We would appreciate a 

clip of any reviews. 

I , 



National Headquarters • MINUTE MAN MEMORIAL BUILDING 
1 CONSTITUTION AVENUE, N.E., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 

TELEPHONE 202/479-2200 
ARMY* NAVY * AIR FORCE * MARINE CORPS * COAST GUARD * PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE* NOAA 

October 1, 1982 

MEMORANDUM TO EDITORS 

It is a pleasure to send you the enclosed material on the· 60th 
Anniversary of the Reserve Officers Association of the United States. 
This will be marked dudng the month of October, 1982, and continue 
until October 1, 1983. · 

As the nation's leading Congressionally chartered organization 
conceived to support an adequate national security, ROA has a 60-year 
history of significant accomplishments in Washington. General of the 
Annies John J. Pershing conceived the idea for the founding ·of ROA. 
Harry Truman was one of the founders. Today more than 125,000 
officers of all services, reserve and regulart follow their footsteps 
is assuring an adequate national security. 

The attached material tells our story. I hope that you will find 
it interesting and factual enough to draw upon it for coverage in your 
publication. Photographs ·also are enclosed. Added is a short item 
telling of the publication of a 624-page history of ROA; please note 
that review copies are available upon request. 

ROA will be happy to cooperate if you· would like additional facts 
or material. Please call me at 202-479-2258 for immediate assistance. 

HMH/jbh 

4 -Y .... ...,•.-:~.__.,.. 
Herbert M. Hart 
Colonel, USMC (Ret.) 
Director of Public Affairs 

60th ANNIVERSARY *** 1922 -1982 



1./nited States Senator • South Carolina 

· Contact: Mark Goodin (202) 224-7730 

Septembe1" 29, 1982 

WASHINGTON-- Senator Strom Thurmond today introduced a Sense of 
the Senate Resolution commending the Reserve Officers A~sociat.ion (HOA) 
for "its outstanding conttibution to the national security _of our country. 
Thurmond introduced the re~olution in recognition of the ROA's 60th 
anniversary. 

The ROA, consisting of 125,000 regular · an<l retired officers from 
all branches of the uniformed services, was founded on October 2, 1922, 
and is based on Capitol Hill in Washington. · 

Noting the ROA's contributions to the security of the United States 
in its first sixty years, Thurmond said_ in a speech on the Senate floo1· 

~-. - mat~ tfie "ROA will continue to serve unselfishly ·in this snme c~u.s0 th;1l 
protects the freedoms that we enjoy _ today." 

Thurmond, a Major General in the Army Reserv~ and past president of 
the ROA, quoted World War I General of the Armies John J. ·Pershing, who 
was instrumental in the establishment of the ROA in 1922. Statlng tl1at 
the formation of the ROA was a direct result of the tragedies of World 
War I, Pershing s-aid, "never again shall our untrained boys be compelled 
to serve their country on the battlefield under the leadership of new 
officers with practically no conception of their duties and responsibil
ities." 

The Republican Senator praised the ROA, emphas i z lng t hut .its mumbc r -
ship "can truly lay claim to representing the viewpoint of the officers 
of America's military forces." · · 

' .The Senato unanimously approved the rcsolut ·ion ·wednesday n~qht. 
Jo~ning Thurmond as co-sponsors of the resolution were Robert C. Byr'd 
(Democrat, West Virginia), Senate Minority Leader; Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
(Republican, Tennessee), Senate Majority Leader; John c. Stennis {Democrat, 
Mississippi), Ranking Minority Member_. of t.ha Appropriation~ and Armed 
Services Committees; and Mack Mattingiy {Republican, Georgia). 
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SIXTIETH ANNI\' ZRSARY OF RE-
SERVE OFFICERS ASSOCI· 
ATION -Senate 
Mr. BAKER. Mr. President, tr.:.'! next 

WED:NESDAY, SEPTF..MBER 29, 1S82 Item on my list is a resolution to be of• 
fered by the distinguished President 
pro tempore of the Senate, for himself - . Today, the Reserve Officers Associ-

. a.t)on of the United States ls our 
and the distinguished Senator from neighbor on Capitol n:m. 'l."heir head• 
MJss~lpp.f <Mr. STElffl'ls). quarters ls the beautiful M!nute Man 

Does Senator TmrlwQND w'LSh to 
submit the resolution at this time? Memorial Bull<llng across Constitution 

Avenue from the Senate cmce'Bulld• 
Mr. THURMOND. Mr. -Pre:,dent, I in dir tl rth t f this Cb 

atmd the .resolution to the desli: t.nd gs, ec Y no er.s O am-
ber. Members or the ROA come from 

ask for its immediate consideration. au over the World. The 125,000 offi-
. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

resolution will be stated by t!tle. cers on the current rolls represent all 
The assistant legislative clerk relld . oranche:. o' the uniformed se:-vices. 

88 follows: : 'l'cay, tl>.e me:nbershlp ls not con-
"f!.ned to re:--erves. There are r.lso regu-

name be added as a cosponsor. 
Mr. THURMOND. I ask unanimous 

consent that the name of the dlstin• 
gulshed majority leader be added as a 
cosponsor. 

The PRESIDING OF'FICER. Wlth• 
out objecUon, It Is so ordered. 

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I 
afao ask una.ntmous consent that the -
name of the distinguished Senator 
from Geoi'i,'1a <Mr. MATTINGLY) be 
s dded as a cosponsor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. With• 
out otJectlon, it is so ordered. -

The question Is on agreeing to the 
resolution . 

The resclutlon was agreed to. 
The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution <S. Res. 4!16) with lta 

pre:unble, reads as follows: A resolution <S. Res. 488> expressing the lar o!f~cers and ret!··ed officers L"ld 
1enae of the Senate that tt-e neserve cm- · 1.he lROA can truly lay claim to repre- s. Rzs. 486 
cera A.6soeiat1on of the Unlt.ed Stt\t!):; de- - t '· th i . ~ f th ffi f Whereas on October 2, 1922, the Rele"e 
aerves public r~~tiou upon the sixtl,th · SGn. ,.,g ~ v \:lv;po::.n. 0 c O cers O omcers A:l.1oclo.tlon of the United Stat.es 
anniversary of ft.a founillnc for Its d~ca- ~erica's mill~a.ry forces. we.s org&nized In W&6hfng-ton, o.c. at the 
tton to the development of a tt..ron:1 nat!~nal .. :a. Preslden .. , ROA Is not an drgani- urg1ng of General of the Armies John J. 

-4efenee. - ntlon whlcll emphasizes the-rights · hnh!ng. with the objeetlve to ripPOrt a The PRF.SIDING OFFICER. Is an.J ~neflts of mllita.ry officers. The milltuy policy for the United =States that 
there objection to the present cons!d- charter which the Cor.gress gave the ~ill provide adequate national aecurtt:, and 
eration of the resolut!on? ROA in 1950 gives it one responsibWty to promote the development and execution 

There being no objection, the Senate e~d thnt Is "to support a mlllta.ry thereof; and 
proceeded to consider the resolution. poUcy for the Un!ted States that will Whereu on June 30, 19~. thts obJec:Uve 

Mr. THURMOND. !.!r. Pres:dent, l)rovid" adequav- national security and was reaffirmed In • Charter ,ranted to the · - Reserve Officers Aasoclntlon by the Con• 
today, I am submtttln8 a sense of the to p:o.notc the develcpment e...nd ex- cre:.a of the United states· and 
Sen&te resolution commending the Re- ecutlon thereof." Whereu for the past 60 years, the Re• 
aerve Officers Assool&tlon <ROA> on It is that obJe~tive that steers ROA's serve Officers & .. cdatlon has acted u a 
the occasion of ROA's 60th annlv':!rs&• course. Whe11 we seemed to b~ veering cat.alyst b '.)'. veen the military, clt!un-sol-
ry on October 2, 1082, for its outstand• away from la.;'.si:atlot pro\-idlna we• d!ers, !\11d Coneres'I to educate and Insure 
Ing contribution to the national secu- quate national Eecurity we can be cer- ttl!!.t the nation's defense remains strona 
rtty of our oountry. ta1n th'.lt ROA will so~d the a1arm. and visible t.hrouch coordinated efforts on 

,.,_ Pr ' both local u,d n:.Cc;nal levels; and "=· esident, ft ,:.,rn on 0-::t.ober 2, It hF.S CO!ltrlbuted s!gnlfic:'\?ltly in its Whereas for the pas~ 60 years, the Re-
1922, that Generru ·ot the Armi~ John GC ye!U'S to the secmity of these se.'Ve Officers Association has not c,n1y 
J. Pershh1g addressed several h~.mdred U"nited States of Amerloo. As It opens voiced Its position on uatlonal security mat-
officers a.ssembled in v.1hat was then lto s~cond &ix decad~3 of ccrvice to the t..')?P, but t.'so !nDuenced the passaae of lee· 
the "New Willard Hotel" in downtown country, ROA wm continue to eerve lafaUon to &trenathen t'.,Js nstlon's secudty; 
Was~ingt.on. At this meeting to eshb• u:1.sclfishly in this same cause that imd 
llah ROA, General Pershing noted protects t!:.e freedoms that we enjoy Whereas the 125,000 members of the Re-
that before World War I the number ,._ .. _Y . serve Oftlcero Aai:-oclatlon are commemorat-

•'~ • ~,, inf the 6otli Ann!versary of the foundfna of 
of Reserve officers was practically neg- Mr. ROBFmT C. BYRD. ,;m-. Presi• the Reserve Officers Aaaoc!atlon of the 
ligible . and; JIS. he said, "ther0 was no dent, mll the distinguished Senator Uruted States: Now, therefore, be It 
conception of -evl?n the possl.:-llity of from South Carolina y;eJd? &.solved. That tt ls the eeme of the 
auch a IIC!(liety, Mr. THURMOND. I yield. Sen11te that the P.eeerve Officers Aaaocl· 

"But the war brought home to us in Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. It is my un- r.tlon of the United Sta.ta 1s deservina of 
a very striking manner the o.dvlsabil'.ty dersta.ndin(l' thn.t Mr. STENNI$. Is a. co- put.Uc recczntt.ton and commendation upon 

f b Am"" I t? the OCCM!on of the sixtieth ,muvenary of 
o reason,- le precaution.'' he contln- sponsor. correc lta foundlns on the second day or October, 
ued, "completely vindicated the a.dvo- Mr. THURMOND. Senator STZKms 19132, and that the people of the United 
catcs of mlllta.ry training and pre!iml- is 11 cosponsor of the resolution. state. ahould observe this date with appro-
nary organization, and demonstrated Mr. ROBERT C. BYRD. wm the prt~te pro£?&m1. ceremonfea and actfvlttes 
beyond question the fallacy of pe.clflst distinguished Senator add my name as wh!cb p~y tribute to the men and women 
theories." r. cor.poru:or? who are members ot this orpnfzatlon and 

!,_ General Pershlne said rhat World .... _r. THUR"-_•'""ND. I ... ~ .. unanimous to the prlnclples of a strona national aecu-
f. War I taught the Nation a' lesson. On ,.,~ n ..., ..... .. consent that the m.me of the distln- rlt~ policy to which this orpnfzatlon la 

October 2, 1922. he said "that never gulshcd minority lea.dear be added as a. de<ilcated. 
again shall our untrained boys be com- cosponsor .. 
pelled to serve their country on the The PRESIDIIi<J OFFICER. W1th• 
battlefield under leadership of new of- out cbJectlon, It i1l so ordered. 
flcers with practically no · .conception · ··?Ir. BAF.:EP.. I ask the distinguished 
of their duties and resporuibilitles." ~~1ator from South Cnrollna that my 
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