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12/8/81 

Tricia_ 

Congressman 
about the Po~ent is Writing a . 
erroer h /MIA issue gain 
Mr. Hae e felt was made ~nd of the 
POW/Mri ~afi the VA tot~; sending 
feels can bey held here Whii:cent 
or a hi h offset by th he 
meetinggwi;~nking senior ~P~es~d~nt 
of the Natl Mr. Thomas E K ~ficial 
other League of ~ aiser 
wh· h representativ Families and 

ic held the ra11;shof t~e grups 
Prvious f'l ere in Nov. 

i es are attach d e . 

2/ 26/ 82 

FRED: 

Vo . 
th~ might wan t to look thru 

is packa ge. Tricia has 
had me working o n getting 
the recorrrrnendation f ~om 
NSCSecretariat for some time. 

They are so hard to reach 
and get an answer. You will 
note I have finally gotten 
the best answer I could f 
them. rom 

ND 

TR: 

THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

12/ 14/81 

According to NSC Secretariat's file, 
a direct reply was recommended. 
They have sent to the State Dept. 
and are waiting for reply back. 

Will send us the information 
when they receive. 

ND 

Netta -

When you can, will you 
pls call NSC Secretariat 
about this - note there 
are several other letters 
from Congressman which 
have come in in the 
meantime on the POW/MIA 
matter. 

Thanks 

Mary 



Per Bob Kirnmitt 
NSC Secretariat: 

.; 

2/16/82 

The National League of Families is the 
most responsible of the MIA/POW groups. 

The best time the President could meet 
with them would be in connection with 
the signing of proclamation for 
POW/MIA Day usually in April. Also 
there is something going on in July 
that would be good for the President 
to do. 

April event and July event would be 
the best times the President could 
do something with POW/MIA's. 

Mr. Kirnmitt told me to also check with 
Dick Childress who is nbw responsible 
for POW/MIA. (3576) 

Dick Childress also agrees with the 
above recommendation. He also said 
that Morton Blackwell's office was 
working on the POW/MIA Day for Aoril. 

ND 
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~ANF.LENT 
• , 4TH DISTRICT, NEW Y0IIIC 

;/ '. WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
'22.28 RAYBURN HOOSE OFFICE BUILDING 

• TELEPHONE: (202) 225-7 896 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
BALDWIN PLAZA BUILDINQ 

ROOM 300, 2280 GRAND AVENUE 
BALDWIN,NEWYORK 11510 
Ta.EPHOHE: (516) 223-1111 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

~ongrcss of tbe itlniteb ~tates 
1£,ou~e of l\epre~entatibes 

mla~bfngton, ;D.<t. 20515 

November 20, 1981 

20002 

Dear Mr. President: 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
AND COMMERCE 

SUBCOMMITTEE&t 

COMMERCE, TRANSPORTATION, 
AND TOURISM 

OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS 

COMMITTEE ON 
MERCHANT MARINE AND 

FISHERIES 

SUBCOMMITTE£S1 

PANAMA CANAL AND OUTER 
CONTINENTAL SHEU' 

COAST GUARD AND NAVIGATION 

nrno3 ·7 ,_, :::) V '-

I am writing to you directly because I feel strongly that you should 
be personally aware of what I regard as a serious lack of understanding on 
the part of some of your subordinates on a major issue of public concern. A 
lack of understanding which is causing a serious erosion of trust and confidence 
in your Administration among American veterans. 

On the first of this month, several thousand veterans gathered in a 
rally in Washington in support of the more than two thousand American 
servicemen still unaccounted for in Southeast Asia. I, and several other 
Members of the Congress, had requested that the leaders of the group meet 
with you, or with one of your assistants involved in the efforts to get the 
communist regimes in Southeast Asia to account for these missing men. We 
asked that the meeting be held in the White House to demonstrate to the 
assembled veterans the serious concern of the Reagan Administration in this 
issue. 

Unfortunately, the White House appointments official in charge totally 
misunderstood the nature of the rally. The official dispatched Mr. Charles 
Hagel, Deputy Administrator of Veterans Affairs for the Veterans Administration. 
Mr. Hagel spoke to the group and made a most able effort to convey to them 
your interest and concern in this issue. 

The problem was that just about everyone attending the rally was fully 
aware that the Veterans Administration has no direct involvement whatsoever 
in the MIA/POW issue. There was audible muttering and grumbling among the 
crowd despite Mr. Hagel 1 s efforts to reassure the veterans present. I 
believe it was a serious error to dispatch Mr. Hagel to this rally. 

However, I feel that the adverse reaction which was produced by this 
error can be countered, if your Administration would agree to a meeting with 
the leaders of this rally. One of themj a good friend and fellow Long 
Islander, Mr. Thomas Kaiser, had previously sought a meeting with you on 
this matter. I believe it would be in the best interests of your Administration 
if you, or a high ranking senior White House official involved in the MIA/POW 
issue would meet with Mr. Kaiser and other representatives of the groups 
which held the rally earlier this month. 

It would go a long way toward reassuring these leaders that the Reagan 
Administration is reversing the do-nothing attitude of the Carter Administration, 



.. 

The President 
November 20, 1981 
Page 2 

and is actively pursuing avenues to bring to the families of the missing · 
Americans some definite word as to their fate. 

Please believe that this intrusion upon your crowded schedule is 
offered in the hope of adding to the strength of support of your Administration, 
which I firmly believe is forging a bright, new future for our great Nation. 
You can be assured of my continued support for your efforts in this regard. 

/ 

NFL/er 

cerely, C 
~~ Y--,r-..-...-

NORMAN F. LENT 
Member of Congress 
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August 25, 1981 

Dear Mr. Lentt 

Max Prieeersdorf has .:recently brought to -s.y 
a ttention your continued interest in a :meeting 
between the President and·· Mr. Thomas E. Kaiser 
o f the r~a.tional. U.~9'141 of FamJ.lles. 

I wish that I cor.al.d be :more encouraging. but 
clue to tha J?res i dent•s heavy fal.l schednl.e, :t 
$,hipl y do not f oresee an opportunity for the 
President to personally l?leet with representatives 
of the Nationa1 League of Families. 

Nonetheless, we will continue to hold your letter 
and then get back with you shou,ld an opportunity 
ar.iae when he could comply with your request:- · 

Sincerely, 

. / 
Gregory J. newel! 
Special Assistant 
to the President 

The llooorable Norman F. Lent 
House of Representatives 
Washington,. o.c. 20515 

cc: Max Friedersdorf 
GJN:emb-32b 

~..t' 
1' ·::i 

~t 

:. 



;_ 

' i 
July 9,. - 1981 

Dear Norm: 

I would like to thank you ,for your Jone. 
22 letter requesting a meeting with Presi­
dent Reagan for your constituent, Mr. _,.~'. . 
Thomas E. Kaiser, and other represent--t"fives 
of the National League of Families-. 

; 

Please be· assured that I have directed your 
co·rrespondence to the attention of the Presi­
dent's Scheduling Office for every consideration. 
I am sure you w~ll be notifie~ as soon as a 
decision can be made. ~~-- · 

With cordial regard, I am 

Sincerelyr 

Max L. Friedersdorf 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable- Norman r. Lent 
Bouse of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

MLF:CMP:MDB 

cc: w/copy of incoming to Greg Newell - for further action 

CENTRAL FILES: PLEASE RETAIN ORIGINAL INCOMING 

...... · . 

J 
. r 

' I 
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.,.. j . NORMAN F. LENT 
4T>c O ISTRF· N~ l"'\HIK 

1~ COMMITTEE~INTERSTATE 
AND F OR EIGN COMMERCE 

<!ongre~~ of tut mlniteb ~tatts 
r&,ou~e of 3aepre~entatibe.u 

~1l~bfngton, ;g,QC. 20515 

DISTRICT OF,.-JCE 

BALDWIN f'LAzA E3utLOI­

ROOM 300, 2280 G1tANO AVENUE 

BALDWIN. N£W YORK 11510 

TELD-HON&: : A ,.CA 516-2.23-1 61& 

SUBCOMMnTa.Ei 

OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS 

COMMITTEE ON 
MERCHANT MARINE ANO 

FISHERIES 

SUICOMMS'TI'EU1 

OCEANOGRAPHY 

COAST GUARD AHO NAVIGATION 

The President 
The Whi te House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

June 22, 1981 

ADDRESS CORRESPONDENC£TO: 

WASHINGTON CW't'1CEJ 

2228 RAYBU .... Houslt o ....-1c 1t BUii.DiNO 

TELUHOHir. A1t1CA 202-225-789e 

REGRET 
DATEl~L 

030-172 

I am writing to you again in an effort to arrange an 
appointment with you for a constituent of mine,Mr. Thomas E. 
Kaiser. Mr. Kaiser is a nationally-known leader in the 
cause of the American servicemen still unaccounted for in 
Southeast Asia. 

* Following an earlier request, I was informed that a 
meetinsf" .. attnat · ·1:Tme-was-not po; sible, because your sched­
ule was filled. In the intervening time, it is my hope that 
you may now, having resumed your full work schedule, be able 
to find a few minutes to meet with Mr~J.~i?er and _othe.£._.._ 
represen.t.at.Lv:es..._of the National League of . f .9:rq j_J,-,:i .. es .. and the 
Uni tea Veterans O~ga niza tion w-hich··-h·~- i~--~o active in support­
ing. 

Thank you for consideration of this request. 

NFL/omr 

r 

_:;,:~- .J 

ncerely, 

-­• 
RMAN F. LENT 

ember of Congress 



March 13 , 1981 

Dear ~~r. Lent:. 

Very regrettably, due to h~avy demands on 
. _the President's schedule we will not be 

able to arrange a meeting at this time .. 
Bowever, particular notation is being made 
of the r~quest and if an opportunity arises 
we will get back. to you •. 

Respectfully,, 

Gregory J. Uewell 
Special Assistant 
to the President 

X 
The Ronorahle Norman F . Lent 
Rouse of Representatives 
Wahington, D.C. 20515 

GJN:SAP:ds--

cc: Dick Allen I/ 

, 
. J- --
=t . .:-.. -

f\ l 3 On 3 ... ~-•.- , .• ,: 

/l lfC) 

fK OCJ7 
- llJ t) -;;-L C, 

co . / t2-

r'GOtJ6-0 
N/J(}07-Df 



MEMORAND UM 

THE WH I TE H O U SE 

WAS HINGT ON 

February 27, 1981 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: GREGORY J. NEWELL 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

RICHARD V. AL~ 

Request by Scheduling Congressman Lent 

I recommend that you re~ret Congressman Lent's scheduling 
request on behal~ r'a Coalition of Veterans working with 
the National League of Families of the MIA/POWs '' (Tab A) . 
We understand from the League of Families that its Board of 
Directors intends to request a late-April meeting with the 
President, and I believe it better for the -President to deal 
directly with the League's leadership _and not ancillary 
groups. 

Attachment 



~-,i--~:.;., .. ~:. ;~.:·+:~-· :· . ~,. .;··r 
GRESSMAN . . 
-tNT MEET '-WIT 

';ND :,7;?\~; 
ims'PnNnENt" 
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MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 

ROBERT M. KIMMITT~ 

February 19, 1981 

Scheduling Request by Congressman Lent 

Congressman Lent of New York requests that the President meet with 
a "Coalition of Veterans working with the National League of 
Families of the MIA/POWs" (Tab A). I recommend against such 
a meeting. 

As you are aware from the briefing we received, now is a particu­
larly inauspicious time to generate national publicity on this 
issue. Further, Ann Griffiths, , Deputy Director of the League of 
Families, told me yesterday that she does not believe a meeting 
with the President would be productive at this point, but that the 
League's Board of Directors may request time with the President 
during their annual meeting in late April. Also, there apparently 
is some strain in the relationship between the League of Families 
and the Coalition of Veterans, and I believe it better to deal 
directly with the League and not ancillary groups. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I, which recommends against 
scheduling the meeting requested by Congressman Lent. 

Attachment 

cc: Jim Lilley 

,\f. • !): 
. ;-
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. -NORMAN F. LENT 
. / tTH DI.STRICT, NIEW YORK 

I , , 

<:;,OM MITT.EE ON INTERSTATE 
ANO FOREIGN COMMERCE e!ongress of tbe Wnittb ~tatts 

1!}ouse of 1'epresentatibes 
ga~bfngton, 119.<t. .20515 

DISTRICT O FFICE 
BALDWIN Pl.A2A BorLQING 

ROOM 300, 2280 GR-'NO AWNUt< 

BALDWIN, N EW YORK lt 510 

TELEPHONE: A11u. 516-223-16I& 

SU8COMMITTE&1 

OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS 
ADDRESS CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

WASHINGTON 0.VP'IClts 

COMMITTEE ON 
MERCHANT MARINE AND 

FISHERIES 

22211 RAYBUltH House o, .. 1ca: BolU>IHG 

TELEl'HOHc, AMltA 202.-:tz.5..7ese 

SUDCOMMJTT!:~Bt 

OCEANOGRAi"HY 
COAST _GUARD AND NAVIGATION 

The President 

February 11, 1981 

Attn: Mr. Gregory Newell, Special 
Assistant to the President for Scheduling 

The White House 
washington, D.C . 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is difficult for me to seek to add to the heavy 
demands on your time as you get your new policies and 
programs under way. But I feel that the matter I bring 
to your attention is of sufficient importance to you and 
to the success of your Administration to make this re­
quest necessary. 

In the midst of the joyous homecoming for the 52 
Americans who had been held hostage in Iran, there seemed 
to be little ,thought given to the more than 2,000 Amer­
ican servicemen who have been Missing in Action or Pris­
oners of War for years in Southeast Asia, with t±heir fate 
still unknown . They, and their long-suffering families, 
are, in truth, still being h~ld hostage by the communist 
government of Vietnam. 

A Coalition of Veterans working with the National 
League of Families of the MIA/POWs would like to meet 
with you to discuss this deplorable situation and what 
can be done to correct it. I am acquainted with the 
Chairman of this grou, Mr. Thomas E. Kaiser, the National 
Coordinator. He resides on my native Long Island, and I 
have worked with him for a number of years to resolve this 
prob lem. A meeting with t h e officia l s o f t h is Coa l i tion , 
would, I believe be mos t helpful to you and to your Admin­
istration in furthering a better understanding of your 
policies and plans in this area. 

, 
Your favorable consideration of this me et i ng is r e s­

pectfully requested. 

.... 
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1• August 25, .1981. 

Dear Mrs. Lippert : 

I wish t o thank you for your letter on behalf 
of the Nationa1 League of Families. 

· -- -·--A¼thoug the President wou1d like to have the 
opPOrt ity to meet with your Executive Director, 
1-1r:~a· er, due to prior commitments and the 
addit" deman~s on his schedule. for the 
____ ._ nder of this ye he will be unable to 

~ :dnply with your request. 

We have, h.owever, beeo corresponding with 
Congressman Norman F.~nt, in this regard and 
have told him that should an opportunity arise 
for such a :meeting we will certainly let both 
of you know. ' · 

We appreciate your interest and concern. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory J. Newell 
Special Assistant 
to the President 

)( 
Mrs. Dorothy Lippert )

1 

Rural. Route 1, Box 142A 
Moweaqua, IL 62550 

~c: Morton Blackwell (OEOB) 
GJN:emb-32b 
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National Leagur8r#ffimilies of American Prisoners and Missing in S. E. Asia - Illinois Chapter 
Dorothy Bodden, Coordinator :· 5757 Walnut Aoe. DoorneJS 010,e, Ill .· 60!51!5 · (31~) 739 7711; ut . ;n01 

E•111s (312l 968 0a02 }-.( -~~ J .J ...,,,u.,.,-~ 
President Rona d Reagan 
President of the United States 
'Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

August 3, 1981 

My congratulations on your · courage I skill and wisdom to endeavor to make this Country 
again a free and strong land! I appreciate your untiring efforts on behalf of all of us. You ,. 
and your Administration are daily in our prayers. 

Thank you for the DOD National POW/MIA Recognition Day Ceremony at the Pentagon on 
July 17. 1981. The whole group of the Families of the National League POW/MIA were 
greatly disappoi-nteEl-, -thoug-h, that you were unable to attend .the Pentagon Ceremqgy or the 
ensuing Meetin.g_of...the....National League to signa.LHanoi that at last w.e . . s.tQ9.4.J2ehiM_smr · 
brave men who had fought and given· t.heir lives for their Country, and for some who yet 
were alive and held in slavery by Vietna-In-r---. -----------r--- --- · 

Through all the Presidents - Johnson through Carter - there has not been an Executive Policy 
from the II top" to ensure that every effort be used to rescue and account for Americans left 
behind (and still living) at the end of the Vietnam War. It cannot be stressed enough that 
1i ve sightings and intelligence data show these men alive but dying from the years of inhumane 
t reatment. We don•t need another Liberal Committee or Congressional Junket to report Hanoi 1 s 
lies that all the Americans have been returned to the U.S. Won•t you be the President to 
rightfully finish the task with swift rescue of these men? It would go _go far toward your goal 
of our Nation aga~n being a strong and righteous Nation! 

Please, with all respect for my U .S.Government, do not depend on Departments of State or 
-such for en answer. Their excuses and "line" have been the same for over 14 years s:_nce my 
son, a USMC Sergeant1 was shot down in 1967 ! He was declared dead by President Carter 
without c.,roof in 1980 ! At the National League of Families Meeting, I heard the same 
mea ningles s ohrases from the State Deot. as I did on my first Washington trio in 1969! 

\,Vith all my heart, I request on behalf of my fellow mothers. fathers" wives and childre13, 
that you make this a PRIORITY TASK to bring these so-long forgotten Americans home. For 
further update 1 will you kindly meet ~ i th tl:i!=J:xecutive .Pirec..tor or Board of Directors of 
:he National Lea~uE:_ c! Families :.~~ Y{q shington _D_._c_)-.a1 your earlie_~!_convenience, 

Si Qrely, 

s. Do e )Lippert 
· R. R. #1. Box A,Moweacrua. IL62SS0 
Forme r; ILL Coordin ato r for National League 

of Families POW / MIA 



NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

Mr • .r-brton Black~ll 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

rear .r-brton: 

1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 (202) 223-6846 

I:ecember 2, 1981 

A suggestion has been made by several individuals concerning dedication 
of the 1981 National Christmas Tree to those still missing from the 
Vietnam War. 

In discussing the subject with Kathy Christiansen, she rrentioned that 
several calls had been received requesting that red ribbons honoring 
those still missing be used in decorating the tree, and suggested that 
I draft a staterrent for consideration. The staterrent follows: 

"This ti.Ire last year, the nation's Christmas tree was 
dedicated to the Arrericans being held hostage in Iran. 
I know I express the senti.Irents of all in being thank­
ful for their release in January, 1981. 

This year,~ are dedicating our beautiful living Christ­
mas tree to all American servicerren and civilians whose 
fate remains unknown as a result of the war in Southeast 
Asia. Nearly 2,500 Americans are still missing as a 
result of that tragic conflict. 

I pledge to their families and friends and to all citizens 
of our country that this Administration will devote maxi­
mum effort to obtaining the release of any Americans still 
held captive and assign high priority to achieving the 
fullest possible accounting for those still missing." 

Whether red ribbons are utilized in decorating is another question, 
particularly since nurrerous colors are currently in use to honor 
PCW/MIAs. We appreciate your willingness to consider this request. 

Ann Mills Griffiths 
Executive Director 



TO: 

FROM: 

'THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Assistant to the President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

D Information 

D Action 



NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 (202) 223-6846 

The President 
T h e White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President 

On Sunday, December 13, the National League of Families, 
with the assistance of the Military District of Washington, 
will host a Christmas candlelight service in honor of American 
servicemen and civilians who remain mis sing in Indochina. 

We would be honored to have you and Mrs. Reagan join the 
POW /MIA families from the greater Washington, D. C., area 
at the four o'clock p. m. service at Ft. Myer Post Chapel. 

I hope you will be able to be with us and look forward to your 
response. 

Respectfully, 

&i~i~ 
Executive Director 
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December 4, 1981 

Dear Mrs. Griffiths: 

This is with reference to the letter you addressed to 
the President, dated November 24th and sent to him 
through Mr. Deaver, inviting him and Mrs. Reagan to 
join the P~l/MIA families from the greater Washington, 
D.C., area at the Christmas candlelight service on 
Sunday afternoon, December 13, at Ft. Myer Post Chapel 
honoring American servicemen and civilians who remain 
missing in Indochina. 

Most regrettably, a previous schedule commitment will 
not make it possible for the President and the First Lady 
to be with you for this special service. They do want 
you and all those in whose behalf you wrote to know, 
though, they appreciate your thoughtfulness and send you 
their very best wishes. 

.J,. 

Mrs. Ann Mills Griffiths 
Executive Director 

Sincerely, 

Gregory J. Newell 
Special Assistant 
to the President 

b
~jopaJ League of Families of American 

Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia__. 
6 reet, N.W. 
a hington, D.C. 20006 / 

Inf. copy to Mr. Deaver , / 

Inf. copy to Nina Wormser 

GJN: MHR:ds--

/ 



NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 (202) 223-6846 

November 24, 1981 

Mrs. Kathy Christiansen 
134 Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Kathy 

On Sunday, December 13, the National League of Families, 
with the assistance of the Military District of Washington, 
will host a Christmas candlelight service in honor of American 
servicemen and civilians who remain missing in Indochina. 

We would be honored to have you join the POW /MIA families 
from the greater Washington, D. C., area at the four o'clock 
service at Ft. Myer-Post Chapel. 

I hope you will be able to be with us and look forward to your 
response. 

Sa: 
Ann Mills Griffiths 
Executive Director 



Mr. Morton Blackwell 
134 Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

November 24, 198 1 

~ 
c~ ue~ 

Dear Morton // 

~day, Decemb~ the National League of Families, 
with the assistance of the Military District of Washington, 
will host a Christmas candlelight service in honor of American 
servicemen and civilians who remain missing in Indochina. 

We would be honored to have you and Mrs. Blackwell join the 
POW /MIA ilies from the greater Washington, D. C., area 
at th four o'clock p. m. service at Ft. Myer Post Chapel. 

I hope you will be able to be with us and look forward to your 
response. 

Sincerely, 

L 
Ann Mills Griffiths 
Executive Director 
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"NEVER ASKED" 

The Theme for the POWs and MIAs 

A Thank You for All Veterans 

There are over 2500 Americans still missing and unaccounted for in 
Southeast Asia at this time. Recent testimony before Congress has 
alerted our Country to this terrible tragedy. 

On July 17th there will be ceremonies for POW's, MIA's and their 
families in Washington, D.C. so that the on-going effort by the National 
League of Families can get needed Government support for getting our 
soldiers back home. 

"Never Asked", a song written by Fred-i<._ Travalena and Sandy 1hire, 
was performed in Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C. for the returned 
Hostages from Iran, the 2500 still held prisoner, and a long over-due 
thank you for all those Americans who served in Vietnam and all .wars 
that were Never Asked. 

This song was later performed by Travalena on such national 
television shows as th~ John Davidson Show and The Easter Seal Telethon. 
Over the Memorial Day weekend this year, thirty-five radio stations 
across the country played "Never Asked" to help this cause. As a result, 

_, this record has been pressed and I hope that you will play this song and 
read these facts on your show between now and July 17th, all patriotic 
holidays, or whenever you want so that,. more people can be aware of this 
enormous problem. 

\ . 

SUPPORTIVE EVIDENCE INCLUDES: 
FROM: 

Over 300 live sitings 
The Boat People 
Marine Sergeant Garwood 
Raid into Laos ~ 

Satelite Photos 
Conversations from Vietnam 

Leaders 
Private negotiations for 
release of prisoners. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE POW' s and MIA! s CONTACT: 
)( 

Ann Mills Griffith 
X: Nat iona 1 Lea. 

l . • 
Washington, D. C. 30006 
(202) 223-6846 

' I 

..... 

TRAVLO PRODUCTIONS. INC . . P , 0 ~0x 171 . F.ndn0 . r , 1 ; r- ,, rniA qn ,r ' ?
11 \ '342 - ? r,q l 



NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 

AM ER I CA :illil..J.N-l~s-ANY--M.l.fili I TH EAST 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

October 29, 1981 

This Sunday, November 1st, a group of some 1, 000 patriotic 
Americans, primarily members of several national veterans 
organizations, will be holding a march and rally in support of 
your efforts to resolve the fate of the 2, 500 servicemen and 
civilians who remain missing in Indochina. The National League 
of POW /MIA Families supports this event as a means to draw 
public attention to this important issue. 

It is our hope that you or your personal representative will 
meet briefly with the group at their 1:00 p. m. rally in Lafayette 
Park. We appreciate your personal commitment to securing a 
return of any living POWs and an accounting for the missing 
and feel the rally would provide an appropriate opportunity for 
you to publicly reiterate that commitment. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request. 

AMG/cb 



, _.....>3ENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
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I D ISTRICT, N e w Y OR i< 

COMMITT E ES : 

FOREIGN A F FAIRS 

liUOCOMMITTEES1 

INTr.RNATIONI\L ECOl<OMIC POLICY 
ANO TRI\OE 

INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 

SELECT COMMIT T E E ON 
NARCOTICS A 0USE AND 

CONTROL 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

<!I:ongress of tue Wniteb ~tatez 
J)ouse ot ltepresentntibes 

[~a!S~innton, P.<t. :20515 

October 21,1981 

Dear President Reagan: 

COMM ITTCE~: 

POST O F FICE Al<D C IVIL S F.RVIC F; 

SU£',COM M1 TT !:£ S: 

POSTA L PERSOt4NEL At-: o 
MOOEHl'HZAT!f)N 

tl UM.A. l'l flESOURCES 

USMA □OARD OF VIS ITORS 

04517S 

On November 1, a dedicated group of J\mericans are planning a rally 
at Lafayette Park across from the M1ite House to call attention to the 
issue of Arnericans still missing in action. Many of my constituents will 
be travelling to Washington to attend this r ally, and eA-press thei r 
concern about the fate of the 2500 Americans who never returned from 
Vietnam. 

I hope that you consider attending this rally, or sending a high 
level representative from the White House to meet with the people who 
have worked hard to secure the r elease of Amer icans from Southeast 
Asia. Many of them have collected signatures on petitions which could 
be presented to Members of the Administration at that time- -- a gesture 
which would be deeply appreciated. 

The marchers should arrive at Lafayette Park at about 1 p.m. 
and I am certain that representation by the White House would be 
deeply welcomed. 

I look fonvard to your r esponse. 

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter. 

With best wishes, 

BAG:cmh 

PLEAS E REPLY T O : 

WA St-flNGTON OFFICE:: 

2 16 0 R ,a.,yoURN BUILD ING 

[
- 7 'N ASH INGTo,..,, 0 .C. 2.05 15 

_j Tt.:t.EPH0" '' • (20 2) 2.25- 3776 

OISTRtCT OFF ICE: 

44 EAs·r AVENUE 

□ t ,1100LETOWN, N r: w YOR K 109 40 

TELEPHONE, ( 9 14) 343-6666 

Sincerely, 

CP.~v~ 
BENJAMIN A. GILMA,1\J 
Member of Congress 

DISTRICT OFFI C E: 

□ N EW OUHG II , N EW Yl,nt<: 12':iSO 

. T CLE.f"' t-lONE: ( !) 14) 565-6400 

O l STRIC':" orrr1c.e:, 

223 R <>eTE 59 

□ t.1 0N'5EY. N ew Y0R!( \ 09~2. 
T CLPHONE, (9 I 4) 357-9000 





f. l .I.. 

--- ' )/ ,-



.. 

August 25, 1981 

Dear Mrs. Lippert: 

I wish to thank you for your letter on heh lf 
of the 1ation l League of Families. 

~tho esident ould like to have the 
op · et with your Executive Director, 
Mr. prior commitments and the 

with your 

on his schedule for the 
ill be unable to 

We have, however, been corresponding with 
Congressman 1 orman F .~t, in this regard and 
have told him that should an opportunity arise 
for such a meeting we will certainly let both 
of you know. ' 

We appreciate your interest and concern. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory J. Newell 
Speci 1 Assistant 
to the President 

x 
tr • Dorothy Lippert / 

Rural Route 1, Box 142.A 
roweaqua, IL 62550 

cc: Morton Blackwell (OEOB) 
GJN:emb-32b 



I 

•• j J • • fl 
THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMIL, ..::.S 

'> 

Incorporated in the District of Columbia on May 28, 1970, • the 
National League of Families is comprised of the wives, children, 
parents and other close relatives of American pris'oners of war and 
missing in action and returned Vietnam POWs, Located in The 
American Legion building, the League is a non-profit , non-political, 
tax-exempt organization, financed by the families themselves and 
by contributions from concerned citizens, The organization's ob­
jectives are to obtain the release of all POWs, the fullest possible ac­
counting for the MIAs, and the return of remains of those who died 
serving their country. 

YOU CAN HELP 

The families of those unaccounted for have waited for many years, 
most for more than a decade, to receive word on their missing 
loved ones. The unified support of a concerned America may be 
the catalyst necessary to help end that uncertainty. 

You can assist by contacdng your elected representatives, the 
President and the Secretaries of State and Defense, expressing your 
concern over the fate of Americans missing as a result of the war in 
Indochina. Your help is urgently needed! 

ORDER FORM 

I want to help the League's efforts to return the men still held cap­
tive in Indochina and gain an accounting for those missing, En-
closed is my donation for $ ____________ _ 

Please send m e ____ League logo pins at S3,00 each (two for S5,00). 
Please send m e POW/MIA bracelets at S250 each, 
Please send me umper stickers at so cents each, 

Name ________________________ _ 
Address _______________________ _ 
City ___________ __.__,tate, ______ ___.__ip ____ _ 

The National League of POW /MIA Families 
1608 K Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20006 



-uaQoi Withholds PO'~t!~Jl.1. A.a. Inf ••l)Ntion· 
ver ight years ago, at the end of formal U.S. military invol~em ent in Southeast Asia, over 1.400 

Ameri an servicemen and c ivilians remained officially listed as prisoners of w ar (POW) or missing in 
tion (MIA). with some 1.200 listed as killed in action. body not recover d. Since that time. due 

primarily to the determination of the families and a nucleus of concerned itizens and dedica ted 
Congressm en. the Vietnamese have been persuaded to provide informa tion on about 75 of these 
m n . Some 2,500 remain unaccounted for and the communist governments of Indochina have 

teadfastly denied holding additional American prisoners and have refused to provide information 
on those whose fate remains unknown. 

The families of the missing are not so unrealistic as to believe that all the m en are alive or that in­
formation is available on each individual, but neither are they so naive as to believe that an ac­
counting can not be made for a substantial number of the missing. Department of Defense statistical 
data indica tes an accounting is possible for more than half of the missing m en. In numerous cases. 
pilots were known to have successfully ejected from their planes and to have landed in populated 
areas. In other instances. the communists announced the capture of m en who were never released. 

Vietnam c la ims to be searching for information on the missing; however. the s incerity of their c laim 
is dubious since recent substantiated intelligence information indicates they are secretly holding, in 
Hanoi. the remains of over 400 Americans. 

Staff Sergeant Donald Sparks was cap­
tured by the Vietnamese on June 17, 
1969, and was officially listed by the U.S. 
Army as "missing in action." That clas­
sification was later changed to " prisoner 
of war" when a letter from Sgt. Sparks 
was found on the body of a Vietnamese 
soldier. The letter. dated April. 1970, was 
addressed to his family and assured 
them that although he had not seen an­
other American in his ten months of cap­
tivity, he was in good health. 

Air Force Colonel David Hrdlicka's plane 
w ent down in Northern Laos on May 18, 
1965. Peking's New China News Agency 
broadcast a report quoting a Pathet Lao 
spokesman announcing tne capture of 
Col. Hrdlicka. The following year, the 
Pathet Lao broadcast a letter which was 
attributed to Hrdlicka. wherein he dis­
cussed the war and his eagerness to see 
his wife and children. Several months 
later. in August 1966, the Moscow daily 
newspaper. Pravda. ran this photo of 
David Hrdlicka. 

* »~~~1 ~~~)}~,~ 
~~~-'~-~ 
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E ·ct #~~~ v1 ence 01~~~ 
Live Americans""' Hi 
The influx of Indochinese refugees into this country over the past few years has brought convincing 
new evidence that the Vietnamese and Lao continue to hold Americans in captivity . The Defense In­
telligence Agency (DIA) is currently investigating over 325 first hand reports pertaining to m en still 
held captive ; some sightings are as recent as last year. 

As a result. U.S. government policies and attitudes are changing. Where for many years official 
statements c laimed a lack of c redible evidence that m en were still alive. new government policy 
reflects the increasing reports indicating some Americans are still in captivity. According to the Direc­
tor of DIA. all of the intelligence collection disciplines are now being brought to bear on locating 
POWs. Reconnaissance photography reportedly shows POWs held in various loca tions throughout 
Indochina. 

One sighting report received by the League of Families includes informa tion that in 1978, some 30 
American POWs were held in three c losely separated camps in Thanh Hoa . Vietnam. The source 
stated. · 'The POWs I saw were very thin and were covered with scabies. They were jus t skin and 
bones. The Americans w ere forced to carry wood from the forests and they often fell down. 
Sometimes they w ere beaten by the guards.·· 

I 

Another refugee provided detailed physical descriptions of five m en whom he was told were 
American pilots. These m en were held in a cave near Vienxay, Laos. The source of the report was 
kept tied up near the cave fo r over a month , in 1976. and w as able to observe the captive ser­
vicem en. 
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President Rona d Reagan 

...,. 

We are alive! 
••• . don't for get us! 

National Leaguf6r~lies of American Prisoners and Missing in S. E. Asia - Illinois Chapter 
Dorothy Bodden, Coordinator :· 5161 Walnut Ava. Dom,a.s G, ave, Ill. - eO!I I !I · 191 l!l 13!11711, e>Et. 3791 

Eve&. (312) 968 9392 

August 3, 1981 
President of the United States 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

My congratulations on your courage, skill and wisdom to endeavor to make this Country 
again a free and strong land! I appreciate your untiring efforts on behalf of all of us. You 
and your Administration are daily in our orayers. 

Thank you for the DOD National POW/MIA Recognition Day Ceremony at the Pentagon on 
July 17. 1981. The whole group of the Families of the National League POW/MIA were 
greatly disappointed 1 tflough, that you were unable to attend the Pentagon Ceremon or the 
ensuing Meeting-0f the National League to signal Hanoi that at last we sto9d behind our 
brave men who had fought and given their 1i ves for their Country , and for some who yet 
were alive and held in slavery by Vietnam. 

Through all the Presidents - Johnson through Carter - there has not been an Executive Policy 
from the "top" to ensure that every effort be used to rescue and account for Americans left 
behind (and still living) at the end of the Vietnam War. It cannot be stressed enough that 
live sightings and intelligence data show these men alive but dying from the years of inhumane 
treatment. We don't need another Liberal Committee or Congressional Junket to report Hanoi's 
lies that all the Americans have been returned to the U.S. Won't you be the President to 
rightfully finish the task with swift rescue of these men? It would go _so far toward your goal 
of our Nation again being a strong and righteous Nation! 

Please, with all respect for my U.S. Government, do not depend on Departments of State or 
such for an answer. Their excuses and "line" have been the same for over 14 years since my 
son, a USMC Sergeant1 was shot down in 1967 ! He was declared dead by President Carter 
without proof in 1980 ! At the National League of Families Meeting, I heard the same 
meaningless phrases from the State Dept. as I did on my first Washington trio in 1969 ! 

With all my heartl I request on behalf of my fellow mothers . fathers( wives and childrel'}, 
that you make this a PRIORITY TASK to bring these so-long forgotten Americans home. For 

\ further update, will you kindly meet ~'i.th the Executive Dir or or Board of Directors of 
\the National League of Families ' (in Washington ._ n~....,_,1-G<,._your earliest convenience 1 

\\ -
Si+G, ~~,,At 
Mk-?~roth 0Te6>1t~pert 

· R. R. #L Box 142.A, Moweaaua . IL 62550 
Enclosure Former; ILL Coordinator for National League 

of Families POW/MIA 
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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

Honorable Elizabeth Dole 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Dole: 

1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 (202) 223-6846 

June 30, 1981 

Thank you and the members of your staff for initiating action on the 
proclamation signing ceremony which resulted in establishing July 17 
as National POW /ML~ Recognition Day. Kathy Christiansen did an 
excellent job of working quickly and efficiently. The POW /MIA families 
welcomed this visably supportive gesture by President Reagan. 

The National League of Families will be holding its 12th Annual Meeting 
July 16-19, 1981, at Stouffer's National Center Hotel. A letter has been 
sent to the President, (copy enclosed) requesting that he either address 
the POW /MIA families at the annual dinner, July 18, or participate in 
National POW /MIA Recognition Day ceremonies at the Pentagon July 17. 
Of course it is preferable that he attend the annual dinner; however, if 
he is unable to do so, it is hoped he would designate Vice President Bush, 
Secretary Haig or Secretary Weinberger. Your assistance in ensuring 
this request reaches the proper lever for consideration would be deeply 
appreciated. 

In conjunction with the 12th Annual Meeting, concerned citizens and 
veterans organizations throughout the country have been collecting sign­
atures on petitions, such as the one enclosed, in support of the President's 
efforts to effect the fullest possible accounting for the POWs and MIAs. 
The petitions are to be turned over to the President, or his personal 
representative, on National POW /-MIA Recognition Day. It is our hope 
that you will agree to accept the petitions in his behalf. 

An appropriate time would be Friday, July 17, at the beginning of the 
State and Defense Department panel discussion, which is set for 2:00 p. m. 
At that time, several hundred families, concerned citizens and represent­
atives of the major national veterans organizations will be present. 
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Again, thank you for your efforts on the proclamation signing ceremony. 
I shall look forward to hearing from you in regard to the proposed annual 
meeting activities. 

AMG/cb 

enclosures 

~ cc Mo r t on B lackwell 

Respectfully, 

~~~~ 
Ann Mills Griffiths 
Executive Director 



NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 (202) 223-6846 

June 5, 1981 

1l'he National League of Families' 12th Annual Meeting will be held 
July 17 - 19, 1981, at Stouffer's National Center Hotel in 
Arlington, Virginia. 

Several activities will take place in conjunction with the meeting, 
including ceremonies at the Pentagon to commemorate National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day, July 17~ 1981. 

It is our hope that you will honor the POW/MIA families by speaking 
at our annual dinner, Saturday, July 18, at 7:30 p.m. It would 
be our pleasure to have you and Mrs. Reagan as our guests for the 
evening. · 

In view of the critical status of this issue, it is most important 
~ha t your long-standing interest in and support of our efforts be 

· reiterated and enforced. The families have been told for over a 
year that the U.S. government is applying necessary resources to 
resolve the problem. They will be in Washington to see and hear, 
for themselves, the results of this past year's U.S. government 
e fforts. 

Should you be unable to attend the dinner, we would welcome your 
participation at any point during the meeting or the National 
POW/MI A Recognition Day ceremonies at the Pentagon. Th is v i sible 
support would be extremely meaningful to the families who have 
waited so many years for high priority, objective U.S. government 
e ffort to resolve their uncertainty. 

~fully, . 

Ann Mil(:Jd;~+ 
Executive Director 
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PETITION 
Dear President Reagan, 

Printing donated by 
Postal Instant Press 

On the day you took the oath of office as President of the United States, some 2, 500 
Americans remained unaccounted for in Southeast Asia. Over 300 firsthand live 
sighting reports, currently under investigation by the United States Government, 
indicate that Americans are still held captive. As you are aware, some of these 
men were captured almost two years before your first term as Governor of California. 

Therefore, we, the undersigned Americans, join the families of these servicemen 
and civilians in looking to you, our new President and Commander ih Chief, with 

I 

confidence that you will take the necessary actions to secure their release and obtain 
the fullest possible accounting. 

Respectfully, 

Please return this petition by July 5, 1981, for presentation to President Reagan on 

July 17th, National POW/MIA Recognition Day. Send completed petition to the National 
League of Families, 1608 K Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 2000 6 
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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES ~ 

OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 
1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 (202) 223-6846 

June 15, 1981 

Ms. Kathy Christiansen 
Office of Public Liaison 
134 Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Kathy: 

In behalf of Ann Griffiths and the families of the prisoners and 
missing men, I would like to extend our sincere appreciation 
for your assistance in making Friday's signing ceremony a 
success. Most certainly, without your hard work and dedication, 
the event might never have taken place. 

The members of our Board of Directors in attendance were 
heartened to know the President will not let the missing men 
be forgotten and will work toward an accounting. From the 
reaction we have received so far, the families around the nation 
are extremely pleased to see the President demonstrate his 
active interest and support for the POW /MIAs. 

As you requested, I am enclosing a list of persons who could 
make use of the President's proclamation. These people in­
clude League leaders from around the country, pertinent Defense 
Department officials and representatives of various supportive 
national veteran related organizations. 

Again, thank you so much for your help and cooperation. We 
are all most appreciative and look forward to working with you 
on future occasions. 

Sincerely, 

Director of Public Affairs 



OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

INTERNATIONAL 

SECURITY AFFAIRS 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to The 
OEOB, Room 134 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell, 

WASHINGTON, D .C. 20301 

2 7 MAY 1981 

President 

It was a pleasure to meet with you yesterday to discuss National 
PW/MIA Recognition Day to be held next July 17. 

As you recall, we discussed two possible forms of Presidential 
participation: 

1. As the principal speaker at the PW/MIA Recognition cere­
mony to be held at the Pentagon River Entrance at 11:00 
a.m. on July 17. 

2. A signing ceremony at the White House on the day President 
Reagan signs the Proclamation of National PW/MIA Recogni­
tion Day. I would suggest that those invited to the sign­
ing ceremony include the Administrator of the VA, yourself, 
members of the Senate and House as you would designate, 
the DOD Principal Military Advisor for PW/MIA Affairs and 
his Administrative Assistant, and the Executive Director 
of the National League of Families of American Prisoners 
and Missing in Southeast Asia. 

I am enclosing a package that was developed for the 1980 National 
PW/MIA Recognition Day and prepared under White House guidance. 
Hopefully, the Joint Congressional Resolution asking the President 
to proclaim National PW/MIA Recognition Day will pass very soon and 
we can get started on the 1981 program. 

Again, thank you for your time and assistance in working with us 
on this important event. I look forward to meeting with you again 
in the near future. 

SAP 
al Military Advisor 
Affairs 
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April 3, 1981 

Dear Miss Gritftthss 

On behalf or the President. I visb 
to acknowledge your request to meet 
with hi . • 

Although we are unable to schedule 
the appointment at this t1ae, I do 
want to assure you that your interest 
in requestin to 8ee tbe Presid-ent ls 
sincerely appreciated. 

· With best wisbes 1 , 

"--· Sln.cerely, 

Gregory J. Newell 
$~eoial !sslstaat 
to the President 

1 Ann ills Griffiths 
xeou !Ye Direclor 
tional Le gue ot Families 
or American ri oner ft 
Missing in uthe~ 9t A81a 

08 K Stre t, • -. r 
shin ton~ D. • 006 
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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

The President 
The White House 
Washington , D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr . President: 

1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 (202) 223-6846 

March 26 , 1981 

On behalf of the National League of Families, I would like to 
request that you meet with the leadership of our organization 
at your earliest possible convenience. I am sure you are aware 
that the POW/MIA situation is attracting rapidly increasing 
government and press attention. 

Your long-standing interest in the POW/MIA problem is well known 
to the families as is your commitment to resolve the uncertainty 
as to whether there are, in fact, Americans still held captive 
in Indochina. 

The League's board of directors will be in session April 24 - 26th 
here in Washington. It is our hope that you will agree to meet 
with us on Friday, April 24th. If that date is unsatisfactory, 
arrangements can be made to either bring the board in early or 
delay their departure. Alternative dates include, in order of 
preference, Thursday, April 23rd, Wednesday , April 22nd, or Monday, 
April 27th. 

It has been customary for Presidents of the United States to meet 
with representatives of the League. The present state of U.S. 
government priority and your personal interest should be directly 
conveyed to those who represent our missing servicemen and their 
families. 

I will look forward to hearing from your staff concerning this 
request. 

z t~4ilfi 
Ann Mills Griffiths . 
Execut ive Director 
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