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July %, 1981

Dear Morm:

T
. .-/ .

I would like to thank you for your J e

22 letter requesting a meeting with ‘esi-

dent Reagan for your constituent, Mr. _ -
womas E. Kaiser, and other represen ¢£ives

of the National League of Pamilies.

Please be assured that I have directed your
corraspondence to the attention of the Presi-
dent's Scheduling Office for every consideration.
I am sure you will be notified as soon as a
decision can be made, o

With cordial regard, 1 anm

e Sincerely,

Max L. Priedersdorf
Assistant to the President

-—

The Hor ‘able Rorman F. Lent
* ¢ Representatives

We Tiington, D.C. 20515

MLF:CMP:MDB

cc: w/copy of incoming to Greg Newell - for further action

CEMNTRAL FILES: PLEASE RETAIN ORIGINAL INCOMING
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tren 13, 1221

Thank y 1 for youvr letter expressing an
v interest in a weeting between th~ "-~~ident
¥ Veterans wor' ST

R ics 4

P e e

vVerv regrettakly, due to heavy demands on

. the President's schedole wa will not be
able to arrange a meeting at this time.
F rever, particunliar notation is keing made
of the request and if an opportunity arises
we will .t back to vyon.

Respectinlly,

Gregory J. Hew (1}
Special Assistant
to the President

X

The Eonoratle Norman ¥. Llent
House of Repregentatives
Wahington, D.C. 20515
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cc: Dick Allen
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 27, 1981

ACTION
ME )R JM FOR: GREGORY J. NEWELL
FROM: RICHARD V. ALL

SUBJECT: Scheduling Request by Congressman Lent

I recommend that von regret Congressman Lent's scheduling
request on behali __ a Coalition of Veterans working with
tl! National League of Families of the MIA/POWs" (Tab A).

We understand from t!' League of Fi¢ ilies that its Board of
Directors intends to request a late-April meeting with the
President, and I believe it better for the President to deal
directly with the League's leadership and not ancillary
groups.

Attachment
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MEMORAN~ UM 0587 @,
NATIONAL §  JRITY COUNCIL

[ February 19, 1981

MORANDUM FOR: RICHARD V. ALLEN
. FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT
SUBJECT: Scheduling Request by Congressman Lent

Congressman Lent of New York requests that the President meet with
a "Coalition of Veterans working with the National League of
Families of the MIA/POWs" (Tab A). I recommend against such

a meeting.

As you are aware from the briefing we received, now is a particu-
larly inauspicious time to generate national publicity on this
issue. Further, Ann Griffiths, Deputy Director of the League of
Families, told me yesterday that she does not believe a meeting
with the President would be productiv at this point, but that the

igue's Board of Directors may request time with the President

ring the! annual meeting in late April. Also, there apparently
is some strain in the relationship between the League of Families
and the Coalition of Veterans, and I believe it better to deal
directly with the League and not ancillary groups.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I, which recommends against
scheduling the meeting requested by Congressman Lent.

g

[
el

Attachment

cc: Jim Lilley
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The P: ident
Attn: Mr. Gregory Newell, Special
Assistant to the President for Scheduling
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

It is difficult for me to seek to add to the heavy
demands on your time as you get your new policies and
programs under way. But I feel that the matter I bring
to your attention is of sufficient importance to you and
to the success of your Administration to make this re-
guest necessary.

In the midst of the joyous homecoming for the 52
Americans who had been held hostage in Iran, there seemed
to be little :thought given to the more than 2,000 Amer-
ican servicemen who have been Missing in Action or Pris-
oners of War for years in Southeast Asia, with:itheir fate
still unknown. They, and their long-suffering families,
are, in truth, still being held hostage by the communist
government of Vietnam.

A Coalition of Veterans working with the National
League of Families of the MIA/POWs would like to meet
with you to discuss this deplorable situation and what
can be done to correct it. I am acquainted with the
Chairman of this grou, Mr. Thomas E. Kaiser, the National
Coordinator. He resides on my native Long Island, and I
have worked with him for a number of years to resolve this

would, I !
istration in furthering a better understanding of your

policies and plans in this area.

M
Your favorable consideration of this meeting is res-

pectfully requested.
\7éhcerely2//\\

‘yORMAN F. LENT, +




























































NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES
OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
1608 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006  (202) 223-6846

June 30, 1981

Honorable Elizabeth Dole
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Dole:

Thank you and the members of your staff for initiating action on the
proclamation signing ceremony which resulted in establishing July 17
as M idonal POW/MIA Recog "‘ion Day. Kathy Christiansen did an
excellent job of working quickly and efficiently, The POW/MIA familie
welcomed this visably supportive gesture by President Reagan,

The National League of Families will be holding its 12th Annual Meeting
July 16-19, 1981, at Stouffer's National Center Hotel. A letter has been
sent to the President, (copy enclosed) requesting that he either address
the POW /MIA families at the annual dinner, July 18, or participate in
National POW/MIA Recognition Day ceremonies at the Pentagon July 17.
Of course it is preferable that he attend the a 1al dinner; however, if

he is unable to do so, it is hoped he would designate Vice President Bush,
Secretary Haig or Secretary Weinberger. Your assistance in ensuring
this request reaches the proper lever for consideration would be deeply
appreciated.

In conjunction with the 12th Annual Meeting, concerned citizens and
veterans organizations throughout the country have been collecting sign-
atures on petitions, such as the one enclosed, in support of the President's
efforts to effect the fullest possible accounting for the POWs and MIAs.

t
that you will agree to accept the petitions in his behalf.

An appropriate time would be Friday, July 17, at the beginning of the
State and Defense Department panel discussion, which is set for 2:00 p. m.
At that time, several hundred families, concerned citizens and represent-
atives of the major national veterans organizations will be present.
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Again, thank you for your efforts on the proclamation signing ceremony.
I shall look forward to hearing from you in regard to the proposed annual

meeting activities.
Respect” "ly,

Ann Mills Griffiths
Executive Director

AMG/cb

enclosures

cc Morton Blackwell
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