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~*RALYZED
| ERANS
OF \
AMERICA .

CMARTERED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE UMTED STATES ? -

February 25, 1981

Mrs. Elizabeth Dole

Assistant to the President for
Public Liaison

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mrs. Dole:

The Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA), a veterans service organization chartered
by the U.S. Congress, represents veterans of the U.S. Armed Services who have
suffered injuries or diseases of the spinal cord, whether service-connected or non-
service-connected in origin. All of PVA's members are handicapped within the
meaning of §504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

On February 17, 1981, President Reagan issued an Executive Order mandating
executive oversight and increased agency accountability for.rul and regulations
promulgated by the Federal Agencies. Specifically, the Executive Order requires
each Federal Agency to prepare a Regulatory Impact Analysis when developing major
rules. This analysis will examine potential costs, societal benefits, and alternative
approaches to the rule. The Executive Order also suspends and postpones the
effective dates of all final regulations, to the extent permissible by law.

Our organization is greatly concerned with the Executive Order's impact upon the
§504 Regulations which are being promulgated by the Federal Agencies. As you
know, §504 is the Civil Rights Act for Handicapped persons and prc its
discrimination in Federally funded programs. PVA fears that the efforts being made
by the Administration to reduce our nation's burden of existing and future regulations
will be misinterpreted by recipients of federal funds as a directive for noncompliance
with §504.

PVA is firmly committed to ensuring that handicapped Americans become a part of
the "New Beginning" that our President envisions. PVA requests an opportunity to
meet with you personally at your earliest convenience to discuss the position of the
Administration on this matter and other issues.

Sincerely,

. Jack Powell
Executive Director

4350 East-West Highway, Suite 900, Washington, D.C. 20014 (301) 652-2135






PARALYZED
VETERANS

OF
AMERICA

CHARTERED BY THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

July 1, 1982

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan:

On behalf of the 11,000 members of Paralyzed Veterans of America I must again
express my gravest concern for the exclusion of this organization and other
Congressionally chartered veterans' service organizations from meetings with your
staff. The record of your Administration's repeated neglect of and disinterest toward
many veterans' service organizations causes us the deepest concern. The
continuation of these actions seems to indicate an enmity or indifference to many of
the men and women who have served the nation,

On May 14, 1981, PVA wrote you expressing a similar concern regarding the selective

iefing of veterans' organizations (particularly the April 29, 1981, meeting to
introduce the then nomir , Administrator of the Veterans Administration,
Mr. Robert P. Nimmo). Yesterday, Mr. Morton Blackwell, Special Assistant to the
President, held a meeting to introduce the newly nominated Deputy Administrator for
the V.A., Mr. Everett Alvarez, Jr. Again, only three select organizations were
invited and the eleven other Congressionally chartered veterans' organizations were

excluded.

The omission of PVA and these other organizations can no longer be viewed as an
oversight but rather as an explicit policy of your Administration to ignore large
n oers of veterans, many of whom are catastrophically disabled and all of whom
have rendered valuable service and personal sacrifice for the nation. Repeated
actions which dismiss or ignore the needs and concerns of this large segment of
Americans seems totally inappropriate from an Administration which has called for
volunteerism and private sector initiative. Veterans Organizations like PVA, have a

that such efforts and individuals are being discounted by your Administration.

This situation causes PVA great alarm and provides us little optimism for improved
contact with federal officials. Hopefully, the situation will be rectified and e

4350 East-West Highway, Suite 900, _ sthesda, Maryland 20814 (301) 652-2135



President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
July 1, 1982

concerns of Paralyzed Veterans of America and other veterans organizations will
be provided representation in future veterans' meetings with you or your staff.

Sincerely yours,

»
ighae elaney

National President

cc: Senator Alan K. Simpson, Chairman
Senate Committee on Veterans' Affairs

Representative G.V. (Sonny) Montgomery, Chairman
House Committee on Veterans' Affairs

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Dole,
Assistant to the President

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell,
Special Assistant to the President

Jack W. Flynt, National Commander
American Legion

George M. Elsey, President
American Red Cross

Donald R. Russell, National Commander
AMVETS

Ellsworth Sharpe
Blinded Veterans Association

Col. Charles P. Murray, USA, (Ret.)
Vice-President
Congressional Medal of Honor Society of U.S.A.

[ { nn
I “

Paula R. Muth, National President
Gold Star Wives of America, Inc.

Neil Keltner, DSC, National Commander
Legion of Valor of the U.S.A., Inc.



President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
July 1, 1982

cc: Major Joseph Mammone, National Commandant
Marine Corps League

Duane T. Brigstock, National Commander
Military Order of the Purple Heart
of the U.S.A,, Inc.

Harry E. Embree, Commander-in-Chief
United Spanish War Veterans

Arthur J. Feﬂwock, Commander-in-Chief
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States

Winston M. Roche', National Commander
Veterans of World War I of the U.S.A., Inc.






If there are sy ‘@ific Ac¢ _nistration officials whom you or
other veterans organization leaders wish to brief on matters
of importance to you, we are prepared, as always, to do our

best to accommodate your request.
Sincerely, ﬂgé%y

orton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison
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jonorable Alan K, Simpson, Chairman
rate Couvinittee on Veterans' Affairs
) Russell Senate Office Building
.ash” jton, D.C. 20510

ionorable Alan Cranston
lanking Minority Member

jate Cormittee on Veterans' Affairs
"7 ussell Senate Office Bullding

shington, D.C. 20510

ittecs on Veterans' Affairs:

Honorable G.V. Mon ery, Chalrwan
House Committee on Veterans' Affairs
335 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

ionorable John Paul Hammerschmidt
Ranking Minority Member

House Committee on Veterans' Affairs
333 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

ird: Ple: visi* the local offices of your Serarars and Re~-a2sentative,

veterans and their family members must act quickly and forcefully if the VA

‘e system 1s to be preserved.

‘har  you.
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 20, 1981

TO: Judy Swantak

FROM: Morton Blackwell, Special Assistant to the President

The White House Office of Public Liaison has been asked to

schedul a meeting between Sec: cy Lewis and the Paralyzed
Veterans of America to discuss :ion 504 regulations of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and impact of the Executive

Order requiring an analysis of these regulations.

As you can see from the attached correspondence, PVA has
received a response from Judith Connor to their letter to

the Secretary. They would very much appreciate a meeting
with the Secretary since it is their understanding that he has
n : with the American Public Transit Association on this m: ter.

Tt} Llr suggested attendees for this meeting are: R. Jack Powell,
Executive Director of PVA, Frank DeGeorge, N&¢ Lonal Advocacy
Director, Arlene Fischler, Associate Advocacy Attorney, James

:1 nan and Terry Moakley from the istern Region of PVA.

Since Mr.\BQGeorge requested this meeting in this letter of
February 20, 1981, I would appreciate it if an appointment

for PVA could be made as soon as possible with the Secretary.
Please contact me at 456-2657 if you need any further information.






ASSISTANT SECRETARY

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION .
WASHINGTON, D.G. 20590 R

NAR 2 3198l

Mr. Frank R. DeGeorge ‘ ‘
National Advocacy Director

Paralyzed Veterans of America

4350 East-West Highway, Suite 900

Washington, D.C. 20014

Dear Mr. DeGeorge:

Secretary Lewis has asked me to reply to your recent letter to him regarding this
Department's section 504 regulation.

| appreciate knowing of your concern with respect to implementation of the
regulation, and can assure you that it will be enforced by this Department unless
and until revised through legislation and/or a rulemaking process. | do want to
advise you that we are proposing legislative changes which would permit a greater
degree of local option in meeting the local transportation néeds of handicapped
persons. The defails of our legislative proposal have not yet been developed, and |
would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to hear your views on this matter
and on accessible transportation, as you suggested. Please contact my office to
arrange a mutually convenient time.

Thank you for writing to the Department about this matter.

Sincerely, .
.Qsa\\ﬁ\l

Judith T. Connor
Assistant Secretary for Policy
and International Affairs

ISPEED\
[TVTR

it s a taw we
can live with.



CMARTERED 8Y THE CONGRESS OF Todk UMTED STATES

February 20, 1981

Honorable Andrew Lewis, Secretary
Department of Transportation

400 7th Street, SW

Room 10-200

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Lewis:

The Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA), a veterans service
organization chartered by the U.S. Congress, represents veterar

of the U.S. Armed Services who have suffered injuries or diseases
of the spinal cord, whether service-connected or non-service-
connected in origin. All of PVA's members are handicapped within
the meaning of B504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

On February 17, 1981, President Reagan issued an Executive

Order mandating executive oversight and increased agency account-
ability for rules and regulations promulgated by Federal Agencies.
Specifically, the Executive Order requires each Federal Agency

to prepare a Regulatory Impact Analysis when developing major
rules. This analysis will examine potential costs, societal
benefits, and alternative approaches to the rule. The Executive
Order also suspends and postpones the effective dates of all

final regulations, to the extent permissible by law.

Our organization is greatly concerned with the Executive Order's
impact upon the Department of Transportation's 8504 regulations
requiring that mass transportation vehicles and facilities become
accessible to handicapped persons. Although these regulations
have been in effect since July 2, 1979, the transition process
for their implementation has been slow or, in some instances,

for non-compliance with the 8504 regulations.
Our organization is firmly committed to the establishment of

comprehensive, integrated and multimodal transportation systems
for all handicapped Americans. Accessible transportation allows

4350 East-West Highway, Suite 900, Washington, D.C. 20014 (301) 652-2135
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Secretary Andrew vis
February 20, 1981
Page 2

disabled citizens access to educational and employment opportunities.
This increased participation ensures that handicapped Americans can
become a part of the "New Beginning” that our President envisions.
PVA requests an opportunity to meet with you personally at your
earliest convenience to discuss the position of the Department

of Transportation on this matter.

Very truly yours,

}M '4 loaﬁem,?/’{d

Frank R. DeGeorge
National Advocacy Director


































































