
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files 

Folder Title: Military Order of the Purple Heart 

(1 of 2) 

Box: 44 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


RONALD REA~RY 
TRANSFER/P ARALLEL/~FILE SHEET 

Please circle "preservation" (put in AV, etc.), "classified" (parallel filed in 
vault/annex), "collection" (misfile, provenance), "RD/FRD" (parallel file), 
"NATO" ( arallel file), "SAP" ( arallel file). 
PRESERVATION CLASSIFICATION COLLECTION RD/FRD NATO SAP 

FROM: 
Collection B lac.1-<we \I, Moc-Ion: Fl'\e~ 
Series J2 : \/eteran~ L,'abon 

' 
File Folder Title/Casefile #/NSC # Mi Ii ±or:y Order of th,: Purple Hear-\- ll) 

Box Number _.:..L_,____ _____________________ _ 

Description of Material: 

5o-\-h Af\n,v~r&l.ry of the Mi\i.\-o..r-y Order of +he. Purple:. Hear+ 

mc:do..\\,of"'\ ~t\c\ -\-i\c:. 

TO: 
Collection: B \ O tkt.ne I l, Moth:>o: M le!> 

Series: "]Z.. ·-==---------------------------

File Folder Title/Casefile #/NSC #__._&&.LL.looc.uc;....., ______________ _ 

Box Number: Object Box 

II Transferred by: '/(lJJ,,.uu Date: D7/15/;io1l 

NEED ONE COPY IN ORIGINAL LOCATION 
SECOND COPY WITH ITEM PARALLEL FILED OR TRANSFERRED 
THIRD/FOURTH* COPY FOR COLLECTION FOLDERS - * IF TRANSFERRING TO/FROM TWO 
COLLECTIONS 

S:\ARCHIVES\Forms\Transfer sheet.docx Rev. 3/7/2006 



------•"?'0--------
FRONT B ACK 

50th ANNIVERSARY 
MILITARY ORDER OF THE PURPLE HEART 
ALBANY, NEW YORK, AUGUST 2 - 6, 1982 

1782 1982 

1932 i 
200th ANNIVERSARY 

BADGE OF MILITARY MERIT 
NEWBURGH. NEW YORK. AUGU ST 7. 19R2 



MEMORAND UM 

THE WHITE HO.USE 

WASHINGTON 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL December 9, 1981 

TO: GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

FROM: ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DA'l'E: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

The Military Order of the Purple Heart for presentation 
of the "Peace Officer's " -Award to Secret Service 
Agent Timothy J. McCarthy and Officer Thomas K. 
Delahanty, and to officially name President Reagan 
as their "Honorary National Commander - in-Chief." 

Recognition of Mc Carthy , Delahanty,and the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart , the veterans organ ization 
exclusively for c ombat wounded veterans. 

The Order of the Purple Heart fo r Military Merit is the 
oldest military decora tion in the world in present 
use and the fi rst award ftlade .available t o the c ommon 
soldier. The Purpl e Heart was created by General 
George Wash ington . The s oecial designat i on of 
"Honorary National Commander-in-Chief" is provided 
for in the Preamble to the Order's Constitution, 
but they did not choose to give this honor to President 
Carter. 

Open (should coincide with the Legion of Valor award) 

Oval Office or Roosevelt Room DURATION: 

Secret Service Agent Timothy J. McCarthy 
Officer Thomas Delahanty 
Duane T. Brigstock, National Commander 
Frank Athanason, Adjutant General 

10 minutes 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: President welcomes, presents the awards, accepts the 
designation of "Honorary Commander-in-Chief," and · 
poses for pictures. 

REMARKS REQUIRED: Brief remarks 

MEDIA COVERAGE: White House Press Corps photo opportunity 

RECOMMENDED BY: Elizabeth H. Dole 

OPPOSED BY: 

PROJECT OFFICER: Morton Blackwell 
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June 29, 1983 

General George Washington recognized the tremen
dous sacrifice of the individu~l soiaier. when he 
directed the creation of the Badge of Military 
Merit , now the Purple Heart . Selfless dedication 
and service were honored by our nation's first 
military award, and the Purple Heart remains a 
badge of distinction, one earned at great per
sonal risk. 

Those qualities of individual ~ervice and sacri
fice ensured our freedom in the founding of our 
nation and have maintained that freedom despite 
great challenges. 

Those who wear the Purple Heart have demonstrated 
to the world that we will defend our freedom with 
unstinting resolve. 

I send warm greetings to all wlib gather for the 
fifty-first Annual National Convention of the 
Military Order of the Purple Heart . 

RUNAlD REAGAN 
· 1 

SENT TO: ~ 

Mr. Frank A. Athanason 
Adjutant General 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 
5413-B Backlick Road 
Springfield, Virginia 22151-3960 

Enclosure: 8x10 glossy photo enclosed 
Call when signed to have picke4 up: 642-5360 

RR:Livingston: - ·2livin 
cc: K.Osborne/D.Livingston/ .Blackwell/CF 
DUE: JULY 1 
EVENT: AUG. 24 (Kansas City, MO) 
Draft information provided by DOD 

l 
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oFF1cE oF Adjutant General 

President Rcnald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

rear Mr. President: 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
5413-B BACKLICK ROAD 

SPRINGFIELD, VA. 22151-3960 
(703) 642-5360 (FTS-38~3953) 

May 31, 1983 

We sincerely invite you to participate in our 51st annual 
National Convention to be held in the Hyatt Regency Kansas City, 
Missouri, 24-27 August 1983. 

Your presence during any part of our conclave would bring great 
honor to our Order. Special events that would offer you a platfonn 
are the Joint Of,ening Cererronies at 9 a.rn., August 24th, and the 
Carm3nder's Banquet at 8 p.m., August 27th. But, be assured, if you 
were able to make an appearance, we would halt all other business 
to bring our delegates and those of our Ladies Auxiliary together to 
hear your remarks. 

In any event, we do request a short rressage and picture of you 
to place in our convention program. 'lllis nessage will be given the 
place of honor in the booklet that is distributed to all of our 
delegates. 

I would be rrost happy to work with your staff in providing 
additional infonration and making any arrangerrents that may be required. 

Sincerely, 

FRANK A. AlliANA.SCN 
Adjutant General 

EXCLUSIVEL V FOR COMBAT WOUNDED VETERANS 



MILITARY ORDER OF THE PURPLE HEART 
CHARTERED BY CONGRESS 

OFFICE OF: National Service Director 

The Honorable Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
541 3-B BACKLICK ROAD 

SPRINGFIELD, VA. 22151-3960 
(703) 642-5360 (FTS-389-3953) 

First, thank you for your letter outlining President Reagan's stance 
as pertains to the issue raised over the Presidents Private Sector Survey 
on Cost Control pertaining to the Veterans Administration. I sent your 
letter under a separate cover to our membership and from all indications 
it has been favorably received. During my speaking engagements, the issue 
comes up and when I read your letter the usual remark is, "I knew the 
President wouldn't allow it to happen." 

Next, we are having our 51st Annual National Convention in Kansas 
City, Missouri, August 24-27, 1983. The National Service Officer Seminar 
is on 26 and 27 August, from 1 PM to 5 PM each day. The evening of the 
26th we ·are having a Western Cookout at Travel Tow,n · and Saturday evening 
is our Banquet. If your schedule will allow, we would greatly appreciate 
your addressing our Seminar and to be our guest that evening. 

RJG/d 
Enc. 

Hope your schedule will permit you to attend. 

Sincerely, 

EXCLUSIVELY FOR COMBAT WOUNDED VETERANS 
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ME!v10RANDUM 

. SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Decemberl9, 1981 

GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

The Military Order of the Purple Heart £or pre sentation 
of the "Peace Officer's" Award to Secret Service 
Agent Timothy J. McCarthy and Officer Thomas K. 
Delahanty, and to offic i ally name President Reagan 
as their "Honorary National Commander-in-Chief." 

Recognition of McCarthy, Delahanty,and the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart, the veterans organization 
exclusively for combat wounded veterans. 

The Order of the Pu r ple Heart for Mili tary Merit is the 
oldest military decoration in the world in present 
use and the first award made available to the common 
soldier. The Purple Heart was created . by General 
George Washington. The special designation of 
"Honorary National Commander-in-Chief" is provided 
for-in the Preamble to the Order's Constitution, 
but they did not choose to give this honor to Pre side nt 
Carter. 

Open (should coincide with the Legion of Valor award) 

Oval Office or Roosevelt Room DURATION: 

Secret Service Agent Timothy J. McCarthy 
Officer Thomas Delahanty 
Duane T. Brigstock, National Commander 
Frank Athanason, Adjutant General 

10 minutes 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: President welcomes, presents the awards, accepts the 
designation of "Honorary Commander-in-Chief ," and 
poses for pictures. 

REMARKS REQUIRED : Brief r emarks 

MEDIA COVERAGE : White House Press Corps photo opportunity 

RECOM.MENDED BY : El iz abeth H. Dole , Max Friedersdorf, Lyn Nofziger, 
Ed Hickey 

OPPOSED BY: 

PROJECT OFFICE R: Morton Blackwell 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 10, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

THRU: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DIANA LOZANO 

MORTON BLACKWELL~ 

Bob Nimmo - Military Order of the 
Purple Heart Convention 

Some good news: Bob Nimmo was a hit at 
Dick Gallant's Purple Heart Convention. 

Attached is the note to me from Carolyn on 
this topic. 

Enclosure 



.- ..... 

Morton: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

8-10-82 

Dick Gallant just called to thank us for 
getting the proclamation on Purple Heart 
winners to him in time for their convention. 

· He also said Nimmo spoke there and did a 
magnificent job. Several had said they 
planned to boo him and Dick told them they 
must show respect for the office if they 
had none for the man. Dick said Nimmo 
addressed each area on which he had been 
criticized head on and answered questions 
frankly and made a big hit. Some of the 
ones who had threatened to boo him came up 
to Gallant afterwards and said they would 
have to rethink their positions in view 
of his performance. 

Carolyn 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 16, 1981 

TO: Ed Hickey 

FROM : Morton Blackwell 

RE: Schedule Proposal 

The Legion of Valor and the 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 
are two outstanding veterans 
organizations. 

Would we be able to add your name 
to those next to the category: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 

Thank you. 

; 
I 
~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 15 , 1981 

TO: Max Friedersdorf 

FROM: Morton Blackwell 

RE: Schedule Proposal 

The Legion of Valor and the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart are two 
outstanding veterans organizations. 

Would we be able to add your name 
to those nex t to the category: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 

Thank you. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Decembe r 16, 1981 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Lyn Nofziger 

Morton Blackwell 

Schedule Proposal 

The Legion of Valor and the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart are two 
outstanding veterans organizations. 

Would we be able to add your name 
to those nex t to the category: 
RECOMMENDED BY: 

Thank you. 



MEMORAND UM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL December\9, 1981 

TO: GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

FROM: ELIZABE'rH H. DOLE 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

The ~ilitary Order of the Purple Heart for presentation 
of the "Peace Officer's" .Award to · Secret Service 
Agent Timothy J. McCarthy and Officer Thomas K. 
Delahanty, and to officially name President Reagan 
as their "Honorary National Commander-in-Chief." 

Recognition of M~Carthy, Delahanty,and the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart, the veterans organization 
exclusively for combat wounded veterans. 

The Order of the Purple Heart for Militarf Merit is the 
oldest military decoration in the w6rld . in present 
use and the first award made available to the common 
soldier. The Purple Heart was created by General 
George Washington. The special designation of 
"Honorary National Commander~in-Chief" is provided · 
for in the Preamble to the Order's Const i.tution, 
but they did not choose to give this honv ~ to President 
Carter. 

Open (should coincide with the Legion o~ Valor award) 

Oval Office or Roosevelt Room DURATION: 

Secret Service Agent Timothy J. McCarthy 
Officer Thomas Delahanty 
Duane T. Brigstock, National Commander 
Frank Athanason, Adjutant General 

10 minutes 

OUTLI NE Of EVENTS: President welcomes, presents the awards, accepts the 
designation of "Honorary Commande r-in-Chief," and 
poses for pictures. 

REMARKS REQUIRED: Brief remarks 

MEDIA COVERAGE : White House Pr es s Corps photo opportunity 

RECO!-R1ENDED BY: Elizabeth H. Do l e L'-j,(I I ()'/Ov<[- J. £.e{, 
J . I 

OPPOSED BY: 

PROJECT OFFICER : Mo rton Bla c kwe ll 



M EMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON · 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL December 9, 1981 

TO: GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

FROM: ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

REQUEST: The Legion of Valor of the U.S.A. for presentation of the 
award~ Silve~ Cross for Valor, to Secret Service Agent 
Timothy J. McCarthy and Officer Thomas K. Delahanty. 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

Recognition of McCarthy and Delahanty and the Legion 0£ 
Valor, the nation's senior organization of war veterans. 
Membership is limited to those who hold the two highest 
decorations for heroism i n c ombat. 

This is a veterans group with small numbers but with h igh 
prestige. The Legion o f Valor Silver Cross for Valor 
award was established in 1957 and first awarded in 1959 whe n 
p r e s e ntation of the f irst three Cr osses was made to 
t he Unknowns o f Wor l d War I, World War II, a nd Korea. 
Since i959, six t een awards have bee n made a nd f i ve 
of these presented posthumously . The Legion of Valor 
wishe s to r ecognize the great gallantry of t h ese two 
men and feels that each clearly meets the ba-sic criteria 
fo r the awar d - risk of life in saving, or attempting 
to save, the life of another. 

General Alexander Haig holds membership in the 
Legion of Valor. 

Open (should coincide with Military Order of Purple 
Heart award) 

Oval Office or Roosevelt Room DURATION: 10 minutes 
. 

Secret Service Agent Timothy J. McCarthy 
Officer Thomas K. Delahanty 
Brigadier General Robert J. Gaynor, Director of Awards 
Neil Keltner, National Commander 
Major James D. Doughtie , Past National Commander 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Pres i dent welcomes, presents the awards, and poses f o r 
pictures 

REivl.ARKS REQU IRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

PROJECT OFFI CER : 

Brief r ema rks 

White House Pres s Corps photo opportunity 

Eli zab e th H. Dole 

Morton Bl a c kwe l l 



MEMORANDUM 

T HE WHITE HO.USE 

WA SH I NGT O N 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL December 9 , 1981 

TO: GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

FROM: ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

REQUEST: The Legion of Valor of the U.S.A. for present~tion of the 
award, Silver Cross for V~lor, to Secret Service Agent 
Timothy J. McCarthy and Officer Thomas K. Delahan ty. 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

Recognition of McCar thy and Delahanty and the Legion of 
Valor, the nation's senior organization of war veterans. 
Membership is limited to those who hold the two highest 
d e corations for he r o ism in combat. 

This is a veterans gr oup with small n umbers but with high 
prestige. The Legion of Valor Silver Cross for Valor 

i 
! ' 

award was established in 1957 and fir s t awarded in 1959 when · 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

presentation of the f i rs t three Crosses was ma de to 
the Unknowns of World War I, World War II, and Korea. 
Sin ce 1959 , six t een awards have been made and f ive 
of these presented posthumously. The Legion o f Valor 
wishes to recognize the great gallantry of these two 
men and feels that each clearly meets the basic criteria 
for the award - risk of life in saving, or attempting 
to save, the life of another. 

General Alexander Haig holds membership in the 
Legion of Valor. 

Open (should coincide with Military Order of Purple 
Heart award) 

Oval Office or Roosevelt Room DURATION: 10 minutes 

Secret Service Agent Timothy J. McCarthy 
Officer Thomas K. Delahanty 
Brigadier General Robert J. Gaynor, Director of Awards 
Neil Keltner, National Commander 
Major James D. Doughtie, Past National Commander 

OUTL I NE OF EVENTS: Pr esident we lcome s, presents the a wa rds, and poses fo r 
p i ctur es 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

ME DIA COVERAGE : 

RECOM.1'11ENDED BY : 

OPPOSED BY : 

PROJECT OFF I CE R: 

Brie f r emarks 

White Hous e Pres s Corps photo opportunity 

Eliza beth H. Do l e 

Mor t on Blac kwell 

I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO:~ 
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For your info ---
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THE l HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 25, 1981 

TO: 

FROM: 

RED 

MORTO~ 

Here is a schedule proposal for one 
of our Veterans groups and a memo to 
General Schweitzer who also wants 
this proposal to be scheduled. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HING T O N 

June 25, 1981 

TO: GENERAL ROBERT SCHWEITZER 

FROM: MORTON BLACKWELL 

RE: Schedule proposal for 
presentation by Legion of Valor 

We are submitting this schedule 
proposal and understand that you 
are definitely recommending this 
and would like to at t end. 

It would be helpful if you could 
recruit other White House staff 
to endorse this proposal. 

Thank you. 

r 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL JUNE 25, 1981 

TO: GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

FROM: ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

REQUEST: The Legion of Valor of the U.S,A, for presentation 
of the award, Siver Cross for Valor, to 
Secret Service Agent Timothy J. Mc earthy and 
Officer Thomas K. Delahanty. 

PURPOSE: Recognition of the Legion of Valor, the Nation's 
senior organization of War Veterans. Membership 
is limited to those who hold the two highest 
decorations for heroism in combat. 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

This is a Veterans group with small numbers but 
with high prestige. 

General Alexander Haig holds membership in the 
Legion of Valor. 

OPEN 

Oval Office or Rose Garden DURATION: 10 minutes 

Secret Service Agent Timothy J. McCarthy 
Officer Thomas K. Delahanty 
Brigadier General Robert M. Gaynor, Legion of Valor 
General Robert Schweitzer 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: President welcomes, presents the awards or observes 
the presentation of the awards, and poses for pictures. 

REMARKS REQUIRED: Brief remarks, welcome and thanks for support 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

White House Press Corps opportunity 

Elizabeth Dole; General Schweitzer 

PROJECT OFFICER: Morton Blackwell 



LEGION OF VALOR 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, INC. 

FOUNDED AS MEDAL OF HONOR LEGION-1890 

CHARTE~ED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 1955 

621 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22204 

5 June 1981 

r.1r. Morton Blackwell 
White House Liaison Office 
Room 134, Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell , I 

This is in reference to a matter we touched upon briefly 
during our phone conversation of 1 June, I mentioned further 
detai ls while on the phone with Kathy Christianson today. 

The purpose of the Legion of Valor in both conversations 
i s to recognize the great gallantry of Secret Service Agent 
Timothy J. McCarthy , and Officer Thomas K. Delahanty of the 
Met!'opolitan Police, in t heir efforts to save the life of
President Reagan when he was attacked on JO Mar ch 1981. Tm
closed are copies of correspondence with officials of each 
organization confirming that both officers risked their lives 
in efforts to pr eserve the life of our President. Clearly , 
each meets the basic criteria for award of the Legion of Valor 
Silver Cross for Valor - ri sk of life in saving, or attempting 
to -save, the life of another . We are not aware of any other 
national action to reco gnize the heroism of Mr . McCarthy and 
Mr . Delahanty, but we would not be surprised if the Carnegie 
Commission takes note of their bravery. 

The Legion of Valor Silver Cross for Valor was established 
in 1957 and was first awarded in 1959 when presentation of the 
first three Crosses was made to the Unknowns of World War I , 
World War II, and Korea . Since 1959 , sixteen awards have been 
made, I ncluding the awards conferred on the Unknowns, five ha.ve 
presented posthumously . 

(more) 
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LEGION OF VALOR 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA . IN C. 

FOUNDED AS MEDAL OF HONOR LEGION-1890 

CHARTERED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 195 5 

621 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22204 

5 June 1981 

-2-

Mr. Morton Blackwell, White House Liaison Office (continued) 
~ 

The Legion of -Valor will appreciate your assistance in 
arra_.v1ging a cel'.'.emony during which the President could present, 
or observe the presentation of, Silver Crosses to I/ir, McCarthy 
and r:1.r. Delahanty. We do not wish to burden the President 
with lengthy proceedings, extended remarks, .· or more than a few 
minutes of his time. The audience could consist of the persons 
to be honored, their families, senior officials of their organi
zations, Captain A. J, Bouchardon who is National Commander of 
the Legion of Valor, and a few members of the Legion of Valor 
who reside in this vicinity. Captain Bouchardon holds the Army's 
Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism while 
serving with the Office of Strategic Services in World Vfar II. 
He resides at 548 Belle Meade Boulevard, Gretna, LA 70053. 

The Legion of Valor, the Nation's senior organization of 
war veterans came into being on 23 April 1890 when veterans of 
the Civil War and the Indian Campaigns formed the Medal of Honor 
Legion. Nembsrship was limited to those who held a Medal of 
Honor granted by the Army or Navy. Later, membership was ex
tended to those who hold the next-ranking decorations for heroism 
in combat, the Army's Distinguished Service Cross, the . Navy Cross, 
and the Air Force Cross. _t._rnong those who may be known to you, the 

· names of General Haig and !rlajor General Schweitzer come to mind as 
each has held membership in the Legion of Valor. 

National Commander Bouchardon has asked that Major James 
- D. Doughtie , DSC, USA (RET) , SSAN 238-56-6544, 4221 Bel Pre Road, 
Rockville , MD 20853 and I seek your help ·in honoring the two 
officers who offered their lives during the attack on President 
Reagan . We hope that the idea meets with approbation at the White 
House. We are available to meet with you to discuss the matter 
should you find such a step desirable. 

ZZ7JJ/2£~ 
Ro~\ I'll . Gayno,,~ DSC, USA (RET ) 

Brigadier General , l-Director of Awards 
Phone: 892 -5984 . SSAN 207-01-6958 

Enclosures: Letters to a.c'1d reulies from Secret Service and r;:etro
politan Police; extr act s from "General Orders", Legion of Valort 
Apri l-May, 1977; Expl anatory brochure; pho~o, Silver Cross . 
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l\1L .\ !OR:\ :'\ DU\ 1 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE: Open 

THE \\.H ITE H Ol .SE 

\\ .-\S H l :'> CTO J\ 

June 8, 1981 

GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

ELIZABE TH H. DOLE 

The Legion of Valor of the U.S.A. for 
pre s e ntation of the award Silver Cross for 
Valor to Se cret Service Agent Timothy J. 
Mc earthy and Officer Thomas K. Delahanty 

Re cognition of the Legion of Valor,the 
Nation's senior organization of war veterans . 
Membership is limited to those who hold the 
two highest decor ations for he roism in combat 

This is a veterans group with small numbers but 
with high prestiege. 

General Haig holds membership in the Legion of Va lor. 

LOCATION: Oval Office or Rose Garden DURATION: 10 minutes 

PARTICIPANTS: Secret Service Agent Timothy J. Mc earthy 
Officer Thomas K. Delahanty 
Brigadier General Robert M. Gaynor , Legion of Valor 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: President welcomes, presents the awards or observes 
the presentation of the awards, and poses for 
pictures 

REMARKS REQUI RED: Brief remarks= welcome and thanks for support 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY : 

White House Press Corps opportunity 

Elizabeth Dole 

PROJECT OFFICER: Morton Blackwell 



ME;-..1QRAJ\:DUM 

T H E W HI TE HO US E 

WASHINGTON 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL JUNE 25, 1981 

TO: GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

FROM: ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

-REQUEST : The Legion of Valor of the U.S,A, for presentation 
of the award, Siver Cross for Valor, to 
Secret Service Agent Timothy J. Mc earthy and 
Officer Thomas K. Delahanty. 

PURPOSE: Recognition of the Legion of Valor, the Nation 's 
senior organization of War Veterans. Membership 
is limited to those who hold the two highest 
decorations for heroism in combat. 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION : 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS : 

This i s a Veterans group with small numbers but 
with high prestige. 

General Alexander Haig holds membership in the 
Legion of Valor. 

OPEN 

Oval Office or Rose Garden DURATION: 10 minutes 

Secret Service Agent Timothy J. McCarthy 
Officer Thomas K. Delahanty 
Brigadier General Robert M. Gaynor, Legion of Valor 
General Robert Schweitzer 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: President welcomes, presents the awards or observes 
the presentation of the awards, and poses for pictures. 

REMARKS REQUIRED: Brief remarks, welcome and thanks for support 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

White House Press Corps opportunity 

Elizabeth Dole; General Schweitzer 

PROJECT OFFICER : Morton Blackwell 



TH E WHITE HOU S E 

W A SH I NGTON 

June 25, 1981 

TO: GENERAL ROBERT SCHWEITZER 

FROM: MORTON BLACKWELL 

RE: Schedule proposal for 
presentation by Legion of Valor 

We are submitting this schedule 
proposal and understand that you 
are definitely recommending this 
and would like to attend. 

It would be helpful if you could 
recruit other White House staff 
to endorse this proposal. 

Thank you. 



THE W H ITE H OUSE 

WA SH IN G TON 

June 25, 1981 

TO: RED 

FROM: MORTON 

Here is a schedule proposal for one 
of our Veterans groups and a memo to 
General Schweitzer who also wants 
this proposal to be scheduled. 



LEGION OF VALOR 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, IN C. 

FOUNDED AS MEDAL OF HONOR LEGION-1890 

CHARTERED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 1955 

621 South Taylor Street , Arlington , VA 22204 

5 June 1981 

Ur. Morton Blackwell 
White House Liaison Office 
Room 134, Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear IV'ir . Blackwell: 

This is in reference to a matter we touched upon briefly 
during our phone conversation of 1 June , I mentioned further 
details while on the phone with Kathy Christianson today . 

The purpose of the Legion of Valor in both conversations 
is to recognize the great gallantry of Secret Service Agent 
Timothy J . McCarthy , and Officer Thomas K. Delahanty of the 
Metropolitan Police , in their efforts to save the life of 
President Reagan when he was attacked on 30 March 1981 . En
closed are copies of correspondence with officials of each 
organization confirming that both officers risked their lives 
in efforts to preserve the life of our President . Clearly , 
each meets the basic criteria for award of the Legion of Valor 
Silver Cross for Valor - risk of life in saving , or attempting 
to save , the life of another . We are not aware of any other 
national action to recognize the heroism of Ivir . McCarthy and 
Mr . Delahanty , but we would not be surprised if the Carnegie 
Commission takes note of their bravery. 

The Legion of Valor Silver Cross for Valor was established 
in 1957 and was first awarded in 1959 when presentation of the 
first three Crosses was made to the Unknowns of World War I, 
World War II , and Korea. Since 1959 , sixteen awards have been 
made. Including the awards conferred on the Unknowns, five have 
presented posthumously . 

(more) 



LEGION OF VALOR 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA . INC. 

FOUNDED AS MEDAL OF HONOR LEGION- 1890 

CHARTERED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 1955 

621 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22204 

5 June 1981 

-2-

,Ir. Morton Blackwell, White House Liaison Office ( continued) 

The Legion of Valor will appreciate your assistance in 
arranging a c eremony during which the President could present, 
or observe the presentation of, Silver Crosses to Mr. McCarthy 
and Mr. Delahanty. We do not wish to burden the President 
with lengthy proceedings, extended remarks, or more than a few 
minutes of his time. The audience could consist of the persons 
to be honored, their families, senior officials of their organi
zations, Captain A. J. Bouchardon who is National Commander of 
the Legion of Valor, and a few members of the Legion of Valor 
who reside in this vicinity. Captain Bouchardon holds the Army's 
Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism while 
serving with the Office of Strategic Services in World War II. 
He resides at 548 Belle Meade Boulevard, Gretna, LA 70053. 

The Legion of Valor, the Nation's senior organization of 
war veterans came into being on 23 April 1890 when veterans of 
the Civil War and the Indian Campaigns formed the Medal of Honor 
Legion. Membership was limited to those who held a Medal of 
Honor granted by the Army or Navy. Later, membership was ex
tended to those who hold the next-ranking decorations for heroism 
in combat, the Army's Distinguished Service Cross, the Navy Cross, 
and the Air Force Cross. Among those who may be known to you, the 
names of General Haig and Iajor General Schweitzer come to mind as 
each has held membership in the Legion of Valor. 

I ational Commander Bouchardon has asked that Major James 
D. Doughtie, DSC, USA ( ET), SSAN 238-56-6544, 4221 Bel Pre Road, 
Rockville, MD 20853 and I seek your help in honoring the two 
officers who offered their lives during the attack on President 

eagan. We hope that the idea meets with approbation at the White 
House. We are available to meet with you to discuss the matter 
should you find such a step desirable. 

Enclosures: Letters to and replies from Secret Service and Metre-
uoli tan Police; extracts from "General Orders", Legion of Valor, 
April-May, 1977; Explanatory brochure; photo, Silver Cross. 



.. 

LEGION OF VALOR 
OF THE UN ITED .STATES OF /\.M ERIC A, INC. 

FOUNDED AS MEDAL OF HO-:--:O R LEGI ON-189 0 

CHAR TERE D BY ACT O F CONGR ESS 1955 

621 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22204 - -. zr April t98i __ , - - -- - - -

-------t--- Special---Agent James- Boyle-. - us - secret- service·---------· - ·--------
1800 G Street• NW (805) 

-~-~---t---- ashington, --oc - io223---- ------- · - ---- - ·-· · -~--·-------- ···-

--~---,------Pursuant to ou~-- phone-- conversa.tion of today- concerning · · · 
. . criteria f'or award of the Legion of Valor Silver Cro s s for . 

_____ -_··~·_Valor , - I'm enclosing-material- that mey --be -of'-- help - shouH ·the · - · 
,. , · secret Service <iecide to recommend Mr. Jmmes McCarthy for 

-----~-the decoration. - The basic -qualif'ications are -simply stated, -
tite recipient shoul:1 have risked his life in an attempt to 

~-~~--save or preserve .the -- life-of--another.---ft.r. McCarthy's efforts -
' at the time the President was under attack seem to meet these 

_________ criteria._ A recommendation describing--the --events., -certified · 
by a senior member of the Secret Service, would permit me to 

- ----~-seek the concurrence of'- other- officers--of. the -Legion ◊f -Valor 
' in the expectation that a Silver Cross for Valor, with proper 

_______ certificate, could __ be _pre::;ented...to Jtir.- McCarthy- -Ei.t a time--a.nd 
place to be aeeected later. 

As shown in the enclosed copy of "General Orders" -f'or 
- -----~~Apr:!l•May.__1977._ (the __ national~.Periodical . o:f the- Leg ion -of- Valor)--- • 

the :first three Legion of Valor Silver Crosses were presented 
to the Unknowns_ of_ World __ W~I., __ \'lorld_War_ II , ....:..and .. Korea.- They ----ar-e on-display at the Tomb of the Unknown in Arlington Natioaa l 
Cmmetery_. __ Since_~hat _1ime_ :th_e_design _of_the .Cross ._has -been-----

~~---~- sinp.ified and a photo of the Cross now in use is enclosed. 
It is possible that _the_Metr_opoli tan_ Police Department of' __ the . 

~----District of Columbia may recommend Officer Thomas Delahanty for 
award of the Legion of Valor Silve?;'._ Cross _fo.t:__Y.alor .. because of _____ _ 

------ his part .. in the defense of the President. Should this be the 
case, we will keep you i~f9~med•:.--~--~---

-·-----'"·---~~ - - ----·••.--J,. ... ----- - - - - -

I 

Please let me know &f your intentions in respect _cbo_tnis 
matter.--we• 11- do ··ouroe-st- toc-o·operate~ -

Sincer-ely yours-;·--

Robert __ M_ .. _ Gay:t'1o~, __ DSC, Brigadier General. _ __ _ 
·-------- ------ - Director of Awards, Legion of Valor 

- --~----cc, --~National Commancie r -;- 7 ~rYc-1T--APR=tl'tAY---- 1971-="General-- Ord·er s " -&-Bf 



.. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20223 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

May 13, 1981 

Brigadier General Robert M. Gaynor 
621 South Taylor Stree~ 
Arlington, Virginia 222fr4 

Dear General Gaynor: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the 
Legion of Valor Silver Cross for Valor Award. 

On behalf of the Secret Service, I would like to 
recommend Special Agent Timothy James McCarthy 
for this decoration. We feel Agent McCarthy 
meets the criteria in that on March 30, 1981, 
he did in fact risk his life in an attempt to 
save the President of the United States who was 
being fired on by an attempted assassin. 

The actual events may be documented by the enclosed 
newspaper clippings and are certified to be true 
by this writer. 

If further information is needed, please contact 
me. 

Thank you for y J ur interest in this matter. 

,Sincerely, 

~({?~~~~---<-7 
C-,1 

Joh~ R. Sim~son 
Assistant Director 

Enclosure ( The bulk of the enclosures suggested that they 
be retained in Legion of Valor files. 

Robert M. Gaynor) 



LEGION OF VALOR 
OF THE UNITED ST_ATES OF Alv1ER ICA , IN C. 

FOUNDED AS MEDAL OF HONOR LEGION-1890 

CHARTERED BY _"..CT OF CONGRESS 1955 

621 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22204 
- - --- -22 April - f98l-- -- --- ·-- -

Mr . Burtell Jefferson 
Chief--of--Police,-District -o:f--Columbia-- ___ _ 

, ' JOO Indiai'la Ave., NW • Washington, DC 20001 

Dear u.r. Jefrerson: , 
--- ----· . - ---- -·- -·--· -----

Thia is in reference to a recent phone conversation with 
-~~--_:__Inspector_ James Shugart concerning criteria fo?:'.' __ a.ward of __ the _______ .. 

Legion of Valor Silver Cross for Valor during which we dis
-~--~-cussed_ the courage __ displayed _ by Offic~- Thomas __ Delah,;"?-."'lty_ when 

) President Reagen was under attack. B:-iefly -stated, the recipi-
---~\ __ ent_ of __ the Cro~s must have risked his life in en attempt to save 

. or preservetthf!J life of another. Press accounts ___ of the -conduct --
___ o:f Officer_ Delahanty __ a'( the time the President waa wounded sue-

• 1 gest that his efforts meet these cri terin. A·-r-oCommendatiOJl - ---·----
----~l_ descri'i,ing the eventw, certified by a senior o.ft'ieer ot' the 

l Metropolitan Police,- would permit me to seek- the-- concurrence -of 
-~---' other officers of th0 Legion of Valor in the expectAtion that a 

i ~-Silver-Cross for Valor,- with- proper ~certif"icate;- -could be- pre.;. -- -------
! sented to Officer Delahanty at an appropriate time and place. - - --~- --
j --- Aa -13h~wn in ;i:a-~nc~-~~ed- ~opy--~; "Ge~~ral or;~~~.~--~~~--- ------ ._ 

-~-----'--Apr1i-.;..May-;- 197r-( the -national pe~iod1-ea1- o:r---the- Legion---o:r- va1or) -,--- -
I the :first three Legion. of Valor Silver Crosses for Valor were 

-~awarded---eo -the -Unknowns -01· ,orld--war -1,tlorld--War-11 , - snd- Korfta .-----
1- They ere on display at the Tomb of the Unknown in Arlington 

-~-----;-~ Nationa1- c ometery .- since-th~t-- time ,-the--desi-gn~-of- th~- Cros~ - has 
I been simplified end a photo o'( the Cross now in use . is enclosed. 

· -~-:-~--1-i--1-s- possible -that-"-S-pecial- Agent- James~ cCarthy,-US ·Secret_-- Servicer 
may be recomm~nded for the Cross because of his actions on that 
fate:f'ul -day. - - Should -thi s - be- the--ease ,we-will--keep you -informed .------: 

Please ---let- me--know --pt'- your - intentiona- in--thi-s metter. We"-ll--,---f 
do our best to cooperat~ ,, 

Sincerely yours, 

- - -r----- - - ----~ Robert -M.- Gaynor-...--DSC , - Brigadiel-- -Gener.R.1 
Director 9</2~s, Legion of Valor 

cc, National Commander A. J. Bouchardon, 548 Bellemeade 
--:c;--:-::---·---.----,------Gretna,-LA-7005J-------,------

i 

-------j 
4 

1 
---- ---~ 

.. \ 

_ _._' --,SNC,~Generu-Order's~._iprii~May _l971J~explanS:tory _._brochuX"e. ___ - - ~ -



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF C OLUMBIA 

MET R OPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON. D. C . , 2 0001 

CO.'VJMUNITY RELATIONS DIVISION 

Robert M. Gaynor 
621 South Taylor Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22204 

Dear Brigadier General Gaynor: 

May 5, 1981 

This is in reply to your recent correspondence requesting specific informa
tion on the sequence of events leading up to and including the assassination 
attempt on the life of President Reagan. 

I am pleased to provide the following information to you in the hope that it 
will serve as a sufficient ba.sis by which to decide on the awarding of the 
Legion of Valor Silver Cross to Officer Thomas K. Delahanty, of the Metro
politan Police Department. 

In planning a Presidential detail, this Department often coordinates with 
several units of the Secret Service who have separate and distinct responsi
bilities, such as, traffic direction, croltX1 control, and physical security. 
One of these duties, croltX1 control, was the area in which Sergeant Herbert 
Granger, Officer Leon Swain, Officer Thomas Delahanty, and four (4) other 
officers were participating. 

At ab:Jut 10:00 a.m., the morning of March 30, 1981, Sergeant Granger and 
Sergeant Donald Bell met and discussed deployment of Sergeant Granger's man
power for crovxJ management at the Washington Hilton that afternoon where the 
President -would be addressing the Legislative Conference of the Building and 
Construction Trades Department of the AFL-CIO. 

At that time it was decided that one officer -would be positioned over top of 
the V.I.P. or ballroom entrance to the Hilton and the rest of the officers, as 
usual in the area of the V.I.P. entrance to the Hotel for crovxJ control. 

The motorcade arrived at the Hilton without incident. The Pres ident entered 
by the V.I.P. entrance, followed by the press corps that accompc1.1_1ied him in 
the motorcade. 
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After entering the Hotel, Sergeant Granger, Officer Swain and Delahanty, 
and the rest of the detail were deployed approximately on the sidewalk 
between the waiting spectators and press and the V.I.P. entrance. This 
was done in anticipation of the President's leaving the Hotel after his 
speech. 

The stanchions and rope were appropriately positioned on the sidewalk some 
30 feet from the V.I.P. entrance and just beyond a retaining wall. There
fore, all pedestrian traffic had been excluded from the inmediate area of 
the V.I.P. entrance. An area for the press and public was established 
behind the stanchions and rope. It should be noted that this area is 
customarily reserved for roth the press and the general public who may want 
to view the President at some distance. 

There was a small crow:l. of spectators and reporters in this area that remained 
orderly and on the sidewalk, Sergeant Granger, Officer Delahanty, and the 
rest of the detail observed the crow::l for suspicious activity and did, in 
fact, direct the Secret Service Agents' attention to tv,.0 subjects, who were 
checked and determined not be a threat to the President. 

Arrong the crow:l. was John W. Hinkley. But , contrary to published reports , he 
did nothing to attract the attention of the police or Secret Service . 

At approximately 2:25 p.m., President Reagan and his party exited the Washington 
Hilton and walked towards the lirrousines , parked arout 12 feet from the V.I.P . 
entrance. Meanwhile the press exited the Hotel via the public entrance and 
created confusion by rushing towards the President in an attempt to gain his 
attention and corrments. 

As the President neared the lirrousine, he turned and waived at a mixed crow:1 
of spectators and press behind the roped off area. At this time the suspect , 
John W. Hinkley, from a crouched position fired what is believed t o be six 
shots from a .22 caliber handgun. Hinkley was in the first row of the crow:1 , 
rut still behind the ropes some 20 feet from the President. 

It is difficult to determine who was shot first and what the sequence is of 
those individuals ¼Ounded . . However , what is clear is that the reason why the 
President was the last to be shot from a ricochet rullet off the lirrousine 
door; the reason why the agents were able to push the President into the l irrou
sine, vacate the area , and take the President to G.W. University Hospital for 
emergency treatment; the reason why six shots were fired, this allowing time 
for apprehending and suhluing the suspect was because Officer Delahanty and 
Special Agent Tirrothy McCarthy had positioned themselves directly in the line 
of fire between the President and the suspect. Thus roth of these officers 
served as obstacles to fvlr. Hinkley's clear line of fire to the President. The 
suspect was thus forced to repeatedly fire shots in his attempt to assassinate 
the President. Their positions subjected them to sustaining injuries meant for 
the Pres ident of the United States . 
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The total of six shots fired took a span of time of only al:out tw seconds. 
Alrrost immediately, Sergeant Granger, Officer Swain, a civilian spectator, 
and several Secret Service Agents descended upon the suspect, overpowered 
him, and prevented any further attempt on the life of the President or 
additional injuries to innocent by-standers. 

In considering this particular incident, the reaction of all law enforcement 
personnel on the scene was immediate , professional, and heroic in that there 
was no thought of their own self-protection. Officer Delahanty and Special 
Agent McCarthy placed themselves in the line of fire to protect the life of 
the President. Sergeant Granger and Officer Swain were arrong the first to 
reach the suspect and were willing to charge into the face of gunfire without 
regard for their own safety in order to sub:lue this potential assassin. 

In conclusion, by all standards not enough can be said of these officers and 
the degree of bravery and unselfish devotion to duty then exhibited on the 
afternoon of March 30, 1981. 

~ ~fd!~p R-¥~ctJV 
James P. Shugart/ 
Inspector/Director 
Cornnunity Relations Division 




