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MEMORANDUNM

THE WIIITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL December 9, 1981
TO: GREGORY J. NEWELL, DIRECTOR
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEI LING
FROM: ELIZABETH H. DOLE
REQUEST : The Legion of Valor of the U .A. for presentation of the

award, Silver Cross for Valor, to Secret Service Agent
Timothy J. McCarthy and Officer Thomas K. Delahanty.

PURPOSE: Recognition of McCarthy and Delahanty and the Legion of
Valor, the nation's senior organization of war veterans.
Membership is limited to those who hold the two highest
decorations for heroism in combat.

BACKGROUND: This is a veterans group with small numbers but with high
prestige. The Legion of Valor Silver Cross for Valor
award was established in 1957 and first awarded in 1959 when
presentation of the first three Crosses was made to
the Unknowns of World War I, World War II, and Korea.
Since 1959, sixteen awards have bheen made and five
of these presented posthumously. The Legion of Valor
wishes to recognize the great gallantry of these two
men and feels that each clearly meets the basic criteria
for the award - risk of life in saving, or attempting
to save, the life of another.

PREVIOUS General Alexander Haig holds membership in the

PARTICIPATION: Legion of Valor.

DATE: Open (should coincide with Military Order of Purple
Heart award)

LOCATION: Oval Office or Roosevelt Room DURATION: 10 minutes

PARTICIPANTS: Secret Service Agent Timothy J. McCarthy

Officer Thomas K. Delahanty

Brigadier General Robert J. Gaynor, Director of Awards
Neil Keltner, National Commander

Major James D. Doughtie, Past National Commander

- ! F

pictures
REMARKS REQUIRLED: Brief remarks
MEL A ( VERAGE: White House Press Corps photo opportunity
RECOMMENDED BY: Elizabeth H. Dole

OPPOSED BY:

PROJECT OI'FICER: Morton Blackwell
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§95-5921
621 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22204
5 June 19€1

wr. tiorton 3Blackwell

white House Liaison Office

Room 134, 0ld Zxecutive Cffice Building
Washington, DC 20500

Dear r. Blackwell:

This is in reference to a matter we touched upon briefly
during our phone conversation of 1 June, I mentioned further
details wnile on the vhone with kathy Christianson today.

The vpurpose of the Legion of Valor in both conversations
is to recognize the great gallantry of Secret Service Agent
Timothy J. ixcCarthy, and C{ficer Thomas K. Delghanty of the
.etropclitan Police, in their efforts to save the life of
Fresident Reagan when he was attacked on 30 ilarch 1981. In-~
closed are copies of correspondence with officlalg of each

rganization confirming that both officers risked their lives
in efforts to preserve the life of our President. Clearly,
each meets the basic criteris for award of the Legion of Valor
Silver Crogs for Valor - rigk of 1life in saving, or attempting
to save, the life of another. Ve are not aware of any other
national action to recognize the heroism of Iir. licCarthy and
tr. Delshanty, but we would not be surprised if the Carnegie
Commission takes note of their bravery.

The Legio“ cf Valor Silver Lros for Valor was established
in 1957 and was firgt awcrﬂed in 1959 when presentation of the
first three Crosses was made to the Unk“ wng of World VWar I,
World War II, and Eorea. Since 1959, gixteen awzsrdg have been
made, Including the awsrds conferred on the Unknowneg, five hav
presented posthumously.



621 South Taylor Street, Arlington, VA 22204
5 June 19€1
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Lre torton 3Slackwell, White House Liszinson Cffice (continued)

ion of Valor will appreciaste your agsistance in
arranging a ceremony during which the Pregident could present,
or obgerve the pregentation of, Silver Crosses te [ir. lLicCarthy
and Ir. Delahanty. %“e do not wish %o burden the President

with lengthy proceedings, extended remarks, or more than a few
minutes of hig time, The audience could consist of the persons
to be honored, their families, senior officials of their organi-
zationg, Captain &. J. Bouchardon who is iational Commander of
the Legion of Valor, and =z few members of the Legion of Valor
who reside in this vicinity. Captain Bouchardon holdg the Army's
Distinguished Service Crosg for extraordinary heroism while
gserving with the 0ffice of Strategic Services in World War II.
He regides at 548 Eelle ileade Boulevard, Gretna, LA 70053.

1

The Leg
.

0

The Legion of Valor, the fation's senior orgsnization of
war veterans came into being on 23 April 1890 when veteransg of
the Civil War and the Indian Campaigns formed the l.edal of Honor
Legion. llembership was limited to those who held a liedal of
Honor granted by the Army or iiavy. Leter, membership was ex-
tended to those who hold the next-ranking decorationg for heroigm
in combat, the Army's Distinguished Service Cross, the unavy Cross,
and the Air Force Cross. Among those who may be known te you, the
nzmes of General Halg and liajor Genersl Schweitzer come to mind ag
each has held membership in the Legion of Valor,

sational Commander Souchardon h
U. Doughtie, L3C, USA (AZET), Si3al 23868-56-6544, L4221 Bel Pre Road,
xockville, .z 20853 and I seek your help in honoring the two
officerg who offered their lives during the attack on Fresident
leagan. ‘e hope that the idea meets with approbation at the ‘hite
iiouse. e are available to meet with you to discuss the matter
should you find such a step desirable.

ag asked that ..ajor James
&~

\ (RET)
Eri T Awards
Phorie: ©Yz-59cd. BSAL 207-01-6958

Inclosures: Letters to and replies from Secret Service and lLetro—
volitan Folice; extracts from "Ceneral Orders", Legion of Valor,
April-il=y, 1977; Txplanstory brochure; vhote, 3ilver Cross,
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