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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 20, 1982 

Dear Vic: 

In case you did not get it, here is 
a copy of the release on Meharry. 

What do you think of the compromise? 

Thanks for your help. 

cordially, 

~ 
Morton C. Blackwell 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 

Dr. Victor Braren 
Vanderbilt University 
School of Medicine 
Nashville, Tenn. 37232 



VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37232 T ELE P HONE (61'.5) 322-7311 

Victor Braren, M.D. 

Pediatric Urology 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
Room 191 
Old Executive Office Butlding 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Morton: 

Department of Urology • School of Medicine • Direct Phone 322-2142 

June 9, 1982 

, 

Attached is a copy of an article of_y~-sterday 1 s evening paper which is "\< 
of obvious interest to you. ~as your office come across any national veteran / 
groups who are knowledgeable of this con~roJersary and/or are they makin0 / 
their positions known thereon? 

As you may know, (or conceive from this newspaper article) the White 
House Task Force is scheduled to be in Nashville this upcoming weekend. The 
itinerary has not been released but word has it that they will, at least on 
this visit, only be meeting with Veterans Hospital physicians and tourina 
the veterans facility. 

Let me also take this opportunity to thank you very much for spending 
some time with me relative to this matter and likewise for forwarding to me 
copies of material which you had. Carolyn was most cooperative and if you 
wish, pass on from me 'a word of commendation for her. 

My interest in this matter are multifaceted: firstly, wanting the Presi­
dent to do what is best for all parties concerned and for the Administration 
to at least have all the material on hand before a decision is made; secondly, 
as an informal arm at Vanderbilt, helping our Administration do what is best 
for our interests; and assuring that Veterans, for whom Vanderbilt has provided 
health care for many years, are dealt with in the highest manner. 

I would like to keep in touch with you relative to this matter, especially 
now since veteran groups are involved. Conversely if I can assist you further 
in any way, either providing information or performing some liaison task, do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

My best personal regards. 

s~ 
Victor Braren, M.D. 
Associate Professor of Urology 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 

VB/kc 
Enclosure "An Affirmative Action/ Equal Opportunity Employer" 



·Naehvlllo Banner, Tuesday, June 8, 1982 

• \Vet~f~IH~. ijoit:o·PPOs,e~ .-v A:. Meharry Ii nk.? 
i ~~j~L~~~~lter·,;.- ',: ,i-:,; -~ ·t: ",i ·• · 'f · Currently, ; Vanderbilt faculty [. gal rights to a share of the h~pi- · ed to meet 'Writh representatives of 
----------- r and resident physicians dominate i .. · tal. • a federal task force on Meharry 

.. .. The president of . th~\,eterans :- the hospital's medical staff under i_ · Hilrey Love, president of the ' who are scheduled to hold a "fact~ 

.' Coordinating Council here said to- 1 an affiliation agreement dating ~- council which represents 8,000 r\ finding" tour in Nashville Thurs-
r day be was opposed to a proposal ,bafk to 1947. · · · ·· · · · . ~ veterans in Davidson County, said ,. day and Friday • 
. that would give equal access by • · 'There seems to be, subject to · , his group opposes Meharry's pro- , Purpose of the two-day tour · 
t Meharry Medical College to the . · investigation~ a disparate · treat- · posal because "the care is just not · which will include meetings with 

Nashville Veterans Administra- ~• me~t of Meharry a~d Vanderbilt as good" _when doctors from two :t · officials from Meharry, Vander-
tion Medical Center. ~~1ch . warrants taking a l~k at medical _schools serve in the same b~lt and the VA hospi~ls in Nash.; 

. , In other action, the Meharry . 1t, said Jack Greenberg, director VA-hospital. ·· ville and Murfreesboro, is to pro-f: National Alumni Association has i counsel of ~he NAACP Legal I)e.;- .. .. ''This is the only thing w~ are - ··· vide information to the task force, 
Ii asked the NAACP Legal Defense I fense Fund m N~": York. . concerned about - the quah~y of , commissioned last month by the 

Fund to investigate "possible ra- l . Napolean Williams, ass1Sta~t care fo~ the veterans h~spital,0 '. · White House to help resolve the 
·: cial inequities" in the running of I Leg~ Defense Fund counsel, said_,;._ Lo~e s~id. "W,e're not politicians. access issue. · 
· the VA hospital since it was estab- I that if a federal task force cur- . We re Just trying to look after the The task force will be repre-

,, -lished in the late 1940s. ! r~ntly studying the access ques- : : .· veterans." . . . sented in Nashville by Dr. Robert 
· Officials of the defense fund : tion IS unable to come up with a "The only reason the hospital Graham, task force director and I said today no immediate legal ac-

1 
solu!.~on for sharing the VA hospi~ , : exists is !o ·tak~ ctfe of disabled an official of the U.S. Department 

, __ tion was contemplated but said I tal, 1t would show_th~;e would be •. ".eterans, he ~i~. It looks t~ me of Health and Human Services; 
r. they are trying to find out Mehar- a need for leg~l relief: . . . li_k~ Meharry is m tro~ble fman- John Murphy, general counsel of 
-: ry's legal rights to share medical / However, WU hams . sa~d cially and they are trymg ,to bail the Veterans Administration; Dr. 
, 
1
: staff positions at the VA hospital ; whether legal action was filed m , ~ ,- them out ~t th~ expense of the vet- Earl Brown, deputy chief · VA 

, equally, with ! Vanderbilt Medical I that case would depend on '· eran." medical director; and Isabel 
-/ Sch~L :It-. i: .1 ·:c, /,.,.r'. ·n;.: ,.:',"; ~·ct?:) · I whether Mehan:-y can pr9ve ~l$.le-:_,:~.: ·~--.Lov~ ~d;~~Jla~ _i:i,o.t~~Jnr,~;., __ punst,HHS •• :: •. :: ,. ,,.. , ,· : ·. 

. • • I I l . . . ) ' . r, ·• . ,.. ' . 7 ,·,·"_·•. ~.·.::·; ; :+ .. ·: .. 1·· ·t· .i{ 1 ,~i I, 1 Li'>! ; · • " . .. ' : , - ·~ 
• • - · • •• • • ,, :1 • , , ·, .... .. ~.- .'.": · : .. ~ ~>:: :-{j7 :· " I ~ ~\~ :', : j •. i~· --~ •-.-'!:: , ··· t .. :> .-, .... , ... .. •·•. . ·.- ~c 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF' HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Friday, June 25, 1982 

Statement by 
Richard S. Schweiker 

Claire Dorrell - (202) 245-6343 

Secretary of Health and Human Services 

I am pleased to announce today that President Reagan has ordered action 

to help Meharry Medical College achieve self-sufficiency. 

Meharry, founded in 1876 in Nashville, Tennessee, has played a unique 

rol e in A~erican medical history. 

It is one of only three institutions dedicated to the training of black 

physicians. Indeed, more than 40 percent of all black ~hysicians in the 

United States were trained at Meharry. 

Historically, many of its students have come from families with disadvantaged 

economic backgrounds. Its graduates have established a strong record of practic­

ing primary care medical specialties where they are desperately needed: in areas 

of physician shortages, particularly areas with high minor ity populations. 

Meharry's existence as a predominantly black medical school poses a unique set 

of complex financial challenges toduy . President Reasan persona11y directed 

that his administration help Meharry face those challenges so it could continue 

its historic service to America. This is consistent with the President's 

Executive Order of last September, directing additicnal federal support for 

histori:ally b1ac k colleges and ~n i versities. 

At the President' s direction during the past month, an interdepartrnenta 1 

tas k fo rc e, for~ed by the Cabinet Courcil on Human res ourc e~ and consi~ti~g cf 

representathes from Uie de~art rnents cf He3 i th and ~uma.n Se:-·1i c2s, Educatio n , 

Jus ti: e , The Vete rans Adm in istration, and the Office of Management and Budget, 

has be er studying possible ways to dE21 with the p~bli: intErest at st~ ke in 

~eharry~s situation. 
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Earlier this week, task force recorrmendations were sent to the President. 

Today, I am announcing that we will implement the President's de~ision to 

assist Meharry in fulfiiling its medical training mission by putting into effect 

the following recommendations: 

Access to Veterans Administration Resources 

The Veterans Administration will move expeditiously to expand_t_he _ _ _____ _ 
existing affiliation between Meharry Medical College and the Murfreesboro~ -­
Tennessee, Veterans Administration Hospital. This will provide, over the 
rext one to three years, an additional 100 to 200 teaching beds in internal 
medicine and surgery. 
This action will both expand the resources in the mid-Tennessee 
area for providing services to veterans, as well as provide Meharry 
with an expanded educational base for its medical student and 
housestaff training progrnms. 

Hubba rd Hos pita 1 

Th e Department of Health and Human Services will seek to arrange to 
pre-pay the outs~anding b~lance of the loan under which Meharry's 
Hubbard Ho spital was financed wi th an HHS loan gu~rantee. 

Int erim Arranqement for Increased Clinical Teaching Resources 

Along with the above federal jnitiatives, Vanderbilt University 
has indicated its willingness to enter into discussions with Meharry 
Medical College. with members of the Meharry Task Force as participants, 
related to providing interim access to Vanderbilt educational progrnms 
for a number of Meharry housestaff and medical students. 

The effort to assist Meharry Medical College is not solely a federal 

responsibility. The President strongly urges and expects the appropriate 

s:tate anc iOCa1 of'f!c1a1s, as weli as Hie pdvate sector, to f:.J11y cooperate 

in this undertaking. He is also confident that the medical community will use its 

resources to participate in and further this common endeavor. 

~he administration will continue to encourage local interests in the 

Nashvil1e area, working with Meharry, to provide expanded access to other local 

clinical tea.c.,bing resources that may be available, t hrough private and p1Jblic 

in st ~ ::.it io:1s. 

I want to stress that these actions will brina tooether a coooerative 
• J -· ; 

eff-: :-: involv ing ail t.1-iree levels of gov ern11ent: local s tate and federal. 

Ulthately, Meharry's ability to stan d en a firm financia1 footing, i ndependent 
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of special f~qer_~_l ___ support will depend on continuing cooperation on the state 

and local leve_ls. There is certainly reason for optimism, based upon the 

voluntary spirit along these lines that has been evident thus far. 

Meharry Medical College has faced formidable financial challenges. Cnnsidering 

the unique contribution Meharry has, and continues to make to the health care of 

the Nation, particularly to minority and disadvantaged .Americans, the President 

believes the public benefits of the plan we announce today will be substantial and 

lasting. His action offers this historic and vital medical training resource a 

rea1 istic chance to survive and continue its special service to t he health needs 

of the United States. 

# " Ji r. TT 


