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Attached is the 'trart$cription of thnt -~rtion of 
«tY tape recon:lng "f1f tbe fflmger stri~ 1 news 
-con-teren.ee ·:-at -the :~nh -~c ·the· sominq 
nf. May :28, 1981 l went -~Cit outsi~ -and ai1 ··of 
the .news .:people ~d left th@ ph!misses and l was 
unabl~ to locate anyone -tith(; had a verbatim ~rt 
-of Cbn.s fkle 1 • s statement$. ln this transcrir,ti·on 
her-~~ are indic-e:t-ed -.by the initials •cH;!. 
Ron Kovic was aiso in attendant@ and his statements 
are ~lso indicated. ,Pages l through 3 of this 
t,.anserir,tion al"e -being mailed to you iMS11Uch a.s 
tney did not inelude any remarks by Chris Noel .. 
Thos~ remarks ~ttr1b~ted to "Q" are either questions 

by_ re-POrters o,. ranarks by -some of the hunqer strikers. 

CIA'l'll 

rank W~ Terry, Area Director 5i28/81 
Office of Informat1on Services (06LA Tl:.t...bt. 

799-1 
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Bey,. hey, the lihit.e l1ow!le ~t oktd all the st.a.r.~tt;. 

Says who? 

~ 
but those -of you 11bo don'~ k:nmJ., the f>reaideD.t ba£11 in • 1K>ment, a t.1l!ie 1iie fin4 " 

new a~s di~4?Ctor of the Veteran.ts .Adm:ini.~41,tion temporarily I -auees you 

llhat I am u:lling ~ i$ mis... The -or1gitla1 hunger stTikers are .about ready to 

.1n t.~ch vith RaP. 81~zey and Bon Kovic: ·thus aornmg~ but l have not been able ..... 

'!-'rlc. ~ .. •.(.. .1 1 .m here %1.ght now.. l'm ~Te right now. 

,-. 
.J. 

What. has h:l.ppcnetd u that the ac:t.i.u8 direci:or of the VA ••• 

Who is who? 

Rufus ·Wilson .. 

WA1ked a~t ov~r this strl.k.e? 
.. ;.;...--1 

.I vauld ~;ift so. It seems that everybody ~ ok' d,. and a s;enior staff .... n haa 

0, Bech and -everyane of th~ fo\Ir r-eq\lQ~$ .. llias 83d: And ~veryon~ -0! t.beai b~ -.et.? 

C ,.__. I vill be .41bl{t t o tell you everytb.in8 eh.on.ly. 

Al rixht .. -0ne oth~r ou@tst.i.c'Jn~ \fill we receive. will we rec-eive a statcmen~ !rom t.he 



, 
(!,-.J Yau will ~:iy,e .a ~t~t 'from th~ Wh1.t.e liawse in ~ fora -of a tel.egram later 

C;J 

<tP ·tb.4 "-ft..moon.. I will be able to t.el.1 you shot!ly as soon AS we ge.t: the phon.~ call 

what is 1n this -docuaen.t~ and~~ will 1x: sending ·s. copy o! it: to Rem Bitze-r. Ron Ko'V'i.c ...... 

? 
And t.be bun~~r str~•~·• 

And the hunger ..n-i'k4r8 and also to a group i.n s~nt~ larbara. 

O.k. Alriabt. our reaponlle ta ~t ..... our response to r.Mt. U that we are cat.\t:iously 

t....J I cell~ 1t is qu.1.t.e positive,. the ~t:lug dii:-cctor of t~ VA t.o have walked out,·.eaemi:s 

,. 
\} 

that it is def1illtel.y ~ry positive+ .... 

It looks very good. 

Ciif1 YbU e.ay the origiml hulllter strikers reae:hed. a aet:tleau::nt? 

No ,. 

C. ;J I am ~~f'1rring to the t:llO that have been on the tstri.k.~ fer 14 4ay• 

:iO decia!.<m cni t:hf! atr:ike will be -.ad~ unt-il ff'1TYQne here• everyon~ here. is made aware 

ve will oot know th.At U11-t i l thii> ~ft~moon. So ~ are waiting.. 

L t.J I vwld like to llake somethin& very clear. We do not. Vattt .a division over this. 

We ' re not going to ·b.8.ve one .. 



We do 'Aot 1r.mt a division. ao ~ re.ally want t:.o vork this out. all to2ether- so that 

1n ~i te of centT"overs; • 
., 

This is a 11Bjor breakthr,w..gh. 

ct..J we ar~. we-4,i,,JI t,.t.~ together. 

Do you vo:rk for the VA? 

t,J No .. No .. ! don't. 

Chris. you'll have t:o re~t it !or the c~r-as .. 

Tell ne again vh-t your new i.tt.fonstion 187 

and ..it thiJ3 Point the acting clir•ctor of the Vetat"&na Ad:.iAistr;z.tion, P.ufuB iiilt:<>n, bae 

He's resigned ov~T tbis7 

we•.1.1 ..... 

It's look like that. 
Bow' d y01,1 g•t all this-. 
! .sm ill tw.ch Yi.th the White Rwse. 

Ncr' when do th~y s.ty t~t you will have these deicua@nte yau 'n= waiting on. 

r •. : as. so~ as the uev acting director has PQllltl chosen by the Prttsident. At thll PQint 

it•e bet~en t¥D ac:n ..... 

Ano ~t doe& this do the mm.Ser strikers? Are t~y going r:o .stay on tbeir ~ger 

strike unciL ... 

the VA. 

the st:atemenc.. Thi$ is; conjecture~ wttil ~ ~\Rit::e the au~t thoroughly. ti.O de---...lii!m 

on t:~ direct:ion of the strike can be -.aciG until ever-~ lt~T~ is. able to etudy th.is doc.u- i 

Mow I. want to 11ab that clear. 
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. Two Hunger Strik~rs 
Collapse· at V#.. Site 

By Cheryl Crooks 
Time-Life News Service 

LOS ANGEI.;ES - Two hunger­
striking protesters collapsed yestel'• 
day as a group Vietnam veteran~ ~­
gan its second week · of a slt-m. 
Leaders said the vets would not 
leave Wadsworth VA Med1cal Center 
:until all .their demands for illlproved 
medical care are niet with doc­
uments on White ltouse stationery 
and signed by the president. 

13ut protest leader Ron . Bitzer of 
the Center for Veteran's Rights in­
dicated the hunger strik_e and sit-in 
at the hospital could be ended with;­
outa previously demanded personal 
meeting with the president. . 

"We must\.have a written state­
ment from the White _House," Bitzei: 
said. 

Max lnglett, a paraplegic who _had 
been on a water-only diet sinc!;! Sat­
urday . and had .already collapsed 

\ twice, ·and. Chuok Bass, on his 14th 
d<1-y without solid food, were report­
ed ·in stable condition but were still 
not eating, Bitzer said. . 

The 12 .hunger strikers and their 
SUP.p0rters are ~m·ped.i~ 13 brightlf 
colored tents ·pitched on the hosp1-
fal'siront1awn. Another six protest-

Preserva ion Copy 

efs,in a demonstration organized by . 
the Center for Veterans Rights, a 
non-profit, indej>endeJlt veteran's 
organization ip,Los Angeles, Qccupy · 
one section ef the hospital's lobby. 

Both groups are demanding an 
evaluation of the medical programs 
for Vietnam veterans by outside ~ 

· perts; adequate research an.a' exami­
nation for health problems r~latmg 
to toxic herbicide exposure, includ­
ing Agent Orange; a delayed re-entry 
program for Vietnai:n veterans; an~ 
attention from Pres1den.t Reagan. 

Hunger striker John Avalos, J4, of · 
·c1endale, Calif., has been fasting for 
six dc1ys. The ex-Marine said the pro­
test .is "like a cru,l df duty." . 

"We're ready for a battle and know 
that some of )IS might not make it," 
he said. "lf some of us don't make it, 
then that's what it's going to cost be­
cause we'll be her~ as long as .it 
takes." . 

T-he ,protest .at the hospital t,egan 
May 20 in reaction to the death of 
James Hopkins, · -32, -an . ex-Mar.ine 
who ·felt he was tosing his mind be­
-cause of his exposure to Agent Or- . 
ange in Vietnam. ,On March 14, Hop­
kins put on his piUitary fatigues, 
crashed 'his jeep into t:he Wadsworth 
lobby and shot up·the walls with an 

"M'14. . . 
He died at home two months later. 

An open liquor bottle and em_pty pill 
container were found near1us body. 
tae ·Los .Angeles·ceu~ty coroner is · 
investigating his death. 

"l\m J going to be next? asked V.ir­
gil Neigel, 30, of .Riverside, Cali,f.­
Niegel, an e~•Army helicopter crew 
.chief, is .one of the so-called "lnside 
six" _protesters a,t the hospital. On the 
'first day of tbe· stt,in, Neigel tote up 
'his l).onorable discharge from the 
Army .because, he said, "I hononny 
country by serviQg in Vietnam but 
the U.S. government is not honor.ing 
mein medical .benefits; schooling or 
jobs. · · 

Other protester's allege that some 
VA doctors treat delayed stress by 
prescribing medication until the _pa­
tient'is "doped u_plike a zombie;" that 
VA staff. are unsympathetic; that 
rnedica1 scnool residents and in• 
terns a:re often inadequately supeF• 
vised by staff phys1cians, and that 
new drugs llave been tested on the­
v:eter~ns. 

Nick Longworth, VA ·.respresent~ .. 
ative for Dr. Donald Custis, acting 
administrator of -veterans -affiars, 
said he assured the protesters 'that 
meaical programs at Wadsworth and 
the VA's BrentwoodJ>~chiatricRos­
rital would be evaluated by outside 
experts and that .Hop.kins' death 
ivould beinvestigated by an outside 
team, both to begin within a week 
.01-0 days. 
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TO: 

MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL -, 

D YOU WERE CALLED BY- D YOU WERE VISlTED BY-

OF (O,.anlzatlon) 

D Pl.EASE CALL- ~g~~---- ------ D FTS 

D WILL CALL AGAIN D IS WAITING TO SEE YOU . 

D RETURNED YOUR CALL D WUlHES AN APPOINTMENT 

MESSAGE 
. .......,_ ~ W,, i, 

-01</-37// 
WfM/4w~ VA-~ , 

RECEIVED BY 

63-109 

~ U. S . G.P.0 . 1980 · 3.11- 156 / 16 

I DATE I TIME 

.,....., ,._ 13 (llff. S-76) 
Pr-ribenl bJ GSA 
FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 
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0 . Will CALL AGAIN 
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IY'-l 

3o5- <?33 - 3DSf 
/2 {!/J ~ u) ~ ffl4 o1---_ 

- (JYrL & __Ml~ 
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~ U.S . G.P . O. 1980-3 11 - 156/ 16 
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w Po:;.f_. -z i ~J.iJr~ .. 
8 M V -~· IG :.--Llglqoet. · ore_ _et~;tJlS :_ ·. 

On Way to JOfu.J, • 
Hunger StrikJj" ~f 

SAN FRANCISCO, July 5 (UPI). -A~ 
group of eight Vietn~ era -v\terans who .. 
.have been staging .protest demonstrations , 
since May 20 arrived today in San 'Francisco . 
on the first leg of a trip to Washington, D.C. -
to join other veterans on a nunger strike. -" 
· The ~et:s, most of whom ;n~ip~_:,~ a ­

recent s1t-m and hunger stnltij at:tay:~terans 
Administration hospital in Ltis"Mfge1ee,ffteft 
Los Angeles · early today ' froriot :1~tion : 
Park in a motor home wi~coompa; .. · 

1 
nying vehicles. The vets were met :in San s 

-Francisco .by a number of :supporters wno 
sbJged a rally in their be~ at ~tide M~; .,., 

1 
morial Church. 

The traveling prote;!t will stop ;at 26 cities · 
before jt .rea~~es-~ ashington. O~~ . : 
·vet.erans part1c1patmg aQandonei-8'a i~i~Y,, , , 

·, hunger strike 9nly ~4 hours beforeJhe· cafZ. : 
·- d arted . ..., t'-'"'."'" avan ep . . . . , , , 

The vets sajd they would join 6£1%t1 v"" · ,: .. , erans in Washington in areguestfor a'1lleet~ . 
ing with President ~eagan. · . '-' . ;,r,'1; ; · · 

They are demanding :investiif#ol}lh into 
the overall effects · of the ]wr,q~e !Argent 
Orange used in Vietnl!ID., ~~ ~ealth car~ 
for veterans, and .recognition of clelayed • 
stress syndrome as ·a service-l'elated illness. t. . , 

The motor home ~g;,ttqe;'leight vet-
. erans will lead two other ~ m them: 
ost.ensibly for newspeople amlahe· othe a • 
s_upport car in the' 3,000-pl~ trek. . 

The caravan has been duoood~ratiori • · 
Snowball," because veterans said they hoped 
ethers would join them .al.q the way. 

' 

Preservation Copy 



IIEIIOIIANDUII 
OF CALL 

10: 

Ve 
0 YOU WERE CALLED BY-

k 
OF CO 

□ CAU--+ PHONE NO. □ FTS 
CODE/EXT. -==------

□ w1u/ CAu AGAIN O 1s WAITING TO SEE vou. 

D R~RNEO YOUR CALL D WISHES AN APPOINTMENT Mrtr 7 ·? I J0{:,v 0-­

?lj/j(p{ cJ.f - ~#J2,µ,,~ 
/ '(It A)~ 

RECEIVED BY 

63-109 

.!)U.S . G.f .O. 1980-311- 156 / 16 



ljt,;.~~~·e ~i-mc ,:• 
7,"l>.l. . - MARY Mi:iiRDRY ?V'· .... - . :·· . 

M1)K f C{il:ii 
y · ·: Divides .. 

J~siie ti}(e1'i iJiaye~e Patk, 
three veter.ans in ~ombJ!1. fatigues-· 

: two of tbem·bunger ~tnkers - were 
. talking quLetly about lost jobs• and 
· lost wiyes, -about flashbacks and 

nightmar~saod boneheaded doctors ' 
· - in the Veterans.Administration. o·ut­

side, a ,tall figure in a white linen 
suit with a camo·unage lieaaband 
aroun4.his long hair and.full beard . 
was dancing in the sunlight t.o the 
music of ii portable radfo. ,. ; : · 

· .: . ·tte:snot\>elping."saldBobZappy, 
• who 1s ·•37 ' years old, . fro!!) Lynn. , 

Mass., and i_n day 37 of fasting. · ·. ·· 
. "Dr. John" Michel poked his head 
m the tent and looked sad. "When I 

, am happy, I have to dance:• he said, 

~l~~~br~~obK.Cfse~i1g! e~ie:~;:~~ 
' has been fasting for 42 _days, "for . 

some other causes, t09.■ •• . ' . 

He went back to his. bocgying, ."lo 
. get the attention Of the chump 
· across the street· , by whom he 

meant the president' of the United 
States. One of lhe demands is for a · 
meeliog· wi.th the commander iii 
chief. · . ·. . · · 

)lob Zappy sighed. '.He's Mr. Cal( 
· fornia." he said of.the dancer. "He's · 

· · a flower child of the '60s. We really 
ought to weed him .out." 
~ The Vietnam ve_terans• htmger 

. ~trike began in California on.May iJ 
in discord. There were those who sat 

. . in in the 'lobby of the Wadsworth 
Veterans Hospital to protest · the 
dea th of James Hopkins, a ~eteran 
who died ·of a drug overdose. An­
other group camped · out on · the 
group.ds:Tbey got massive coverage, 
but spli t on g9als and strategy. 

· The fast came to Washington -
. and yawns _- two week~ ago. The 
~ nine parti_cipants are· living in St. 

. Stephen and the Incarnation 
: - Church, an~ 'they come in pairs to, 
·. 1he park In the wan hope that Ron-
'.~ f ~~~:~agan· ~~ll ~sk them in ~or 

.. . The Park POiict gave them a· J)Cr­
• · mil for their Fourth of July demon­
< stration in Constitution Gardens.' 
• The White House Secret Servlce· 
• '. came across the street to Inquire ·· 
. how they were gemog along. Shades 

·. of Richard _Nixon, .who wanted to ar-,_ 
~ · r~. the. Vietnam Veteran~ 'Agaln_st . 
• · the War who camped on .tlie Mall 111 · 
:, 1971.' .. · · ' · · .. 

•, 'th• yeterans don'! like compari-
sons to Bobby Sands, the world's pop'. 

•. star hunger sµlker. •' · .. ,,::: 
. . ' For one thing, ·he Was not educat- · 

.: •. ed nutritionally." says Dr . . John 
· : · disapprovingly. "He drank lap water, . 
, . · which ts full of chlorine, and he y,ok 

, salt tablets - most debilitating.• · 
. . · ~ For another: "The)' wete prisoners r 

and t~~rorists,· says Bob Zappy. ·we 
are ·Cthzens demanding our ·rights . . 
We want an 6ut~ide investigation of 
the VA, an international commission· 
on Agent Orange, arid recognition of 

. Delayed Stress Syndrome." - . , . 
~nd finally, the vets will not fast , 

to the death.Jo the IRA way. • 
They had· a _meeting in the Speak­

. ers' Lobby with Rep. G, I. "Sonny• 
Mo~tgomery ~ week ago, in ar'l inter­
val 10 the tumultuous light over bud­
get cuts~ He was SO persuasive in his 
promises for action that they decid­
ed to add fruit juice to their diet of 

. . bottled water. Like this; they can go 
o_Ii indefinitely. •. · ; , . , :·, . :. 

The non-faster In, the ·tent spoke . 
up. "I'm the only guy. who's gol ·'e~ 

~ wife~~ said Richard Weinberg, an­
other natlve·of Lyon, and age JS. He 
told of Heather, his-wife, and their 

' . twochildreo',bacl\hilmeiilNewZea- . 
: z .. _land, where,h~ has been living since · 
• ·.· 1976 . . - , - , . ' • • ~ · · . 

He came back to ihe U.S. on busi­
. ( ~essinMayi bu~ped l_ntO th~ protest · m Los Angeles and "had "to join. He 
: was ruled lneHgible to fast, because 

he has to take drugs, He was shot in 
: the head In Vietnam where he 

• .served as· a Ranger. · · · 
· · · ~My marriage· would never-have·• · 
. : ;: lasted in the .U.S.," said ',\'einberg; a ' 
,: -: small, bright-eyed, · engaging man ... 
. , · ~1th a useless left arm, who works • 
• ' m a boystown - -
~ "In New Zealand, the people are 

· supportive 01vets. They sent 5,000 to 
Vietnam .. A' lot of people there pro­
tested the war, but they.directed' it 
at the government. They never spit 
on the Gls; the way they did here· 
· A light rain began to fall, and the 

tasters scrambled out to rescue their 
· ~Agent Orange Kills" ·poster outside 
the tent. They talked phiiosophic~lly 
about the condemnation of their. e[­
fort by Bobby Muller; who runs the 
Vietnam Veterans Or America from 
his wh~elchalr. 

Mull~r explained over the phone 
from his New York office. · -' 

·::; •rm tired of _the confri>otationai' 
politics we have used· for decades 

• • without results." he said. "We were 
: ! !~i~i~g. some;,"here ~.h:ough ne.giti-' , 

• "' · Mull~r se~t a telegraill t~ the ·hu~- ·: , · 
"• ger strikers 1n Califorrtia on .May 29 

urging the"! to quit, after a letter 
: ·: from the acting head or-the VA went 
, , to the chief of t!ie hospital, promis­

. :·, . Ing_ coo~eration ~ith . Congress on 
·i , th_e vets Rap Centers and continu­
' ;: auon of t)le Inter-Agency Work'ing 

· ··' · Gr.oup_ on Agent Orange. . . . . : 
lf,you are· serious about the dis­

l • • · ll!ai state of affairs." says Muller you 
l hav~,to go about lt _in a diffemii 

! ' . wabitrere~~es .iv;r vi~iria~. In 'Oth-
j er words, continue. The hollow-eyed 
, folks on the Mall tell us once again 

that It Is the wa~ that never ends. · 
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DRAFT 

Dear Mr . Anderson: 
~~ 

I just wanted to express my gratitude for your superb 
h andling of the recent protes~at the Wadsworth Hospital 
Center . The Administration very much appreciates the 
skill with which you handled what was an extremely difficult 
situation. 

Once again, congratulations on an outstanding job . 

Sincerely, 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES 

BERKELEY • DAV IS • IRVINE • LOS ANGE LE S • RIVE RSIDE • SAN DIE GO • SAN FRANC ISCO 

une 19, 1981 

Donald L. Custis, M.D. 
Acting Administrator 
Veterans Administration Central Office 
810 Vermont Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20420 

Dear Dr. Custis, 

UCLA 

SANTA BARBARA • SANTA CRUZ 

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 
DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 

UCLA SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
CENTER FOR THE HEALTH SCIENCES 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90024 

I am writing you this letter in my official capacity as Chairman of the 
VA Wadsworth Medical Center Dean's Committee. 

Our last Dean's Committee meeting was held on Wednesday, June 10, 1981, the 
day after the Vietnam veteran protesters were removed from the premises. For 
the benefit of our Dean's Committee, Mr. William K. Anderson, Central Director, 
and H. Earl Gordon, M.D., Chief of Staff, gave an extensive report on the back­
ground and course of events relating to these demonstrations. As you can well 
imagine, members of the Dean's Committee had been, as a result of continuing 
newspaper coverage, in a state of concern for a period of two and a half weeks. 
Early in the course of events undue attention was focused upon this small group 
of protesters because of the visit of President Reagan to his home in this area. 
From the administrative point of view it appeared to be one of those classic 
"no win" situations. Almost any action (or inaction) on the part of those re­
sponsible for the decision making could have led to a very embarrassing situation 
for the Veterans Administration/University community. 

I should like to summarize for you the substance of the comments by various mem-
bers of the Dean's Committee present on June 10th. Many of these views were ex­
pressed by Dr. Louis Jolyon West, Chairman of the Department of Psychiatry, UCLA, 
who is a recognized international authority on the psychological techniques for 
dealing with violence and demonstrations. The tone of the meeting was congratulatory 
to both Mr. Anderson and Dr. Gordon for the superb way that they had handled an 
explosive situation over a period of two weeks. They were assisted in their efforts 
by the advice and counsel of Central Office staff, particularly those staff members 
that came to Los Angeles to he_lp. It was pointed out that if definitive action had 
been taken at a time that media coverage was highest, in the first few days of the 
episode, adverse publicity would have resulted to the Veterans Administration. At 
that time either capitulation to the demands of the demonstrators, or aggressive 
action against them, wouid have been unfortunate. Similarly, further delay in hand­
ling the situation would have resulted in intolerable interference with the activities 
of the Wadsworth Hospital Center. 
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In the discussions at the Dean's meeting, it became apparent that the handling, 
from the psychological point of view, both of the individual demonstrators as 
well as handling of the group dynamics, were accomplished with great psycholog i cal 
and administrative skill. 

I should like to __ ~ I?E_ess to yo.~ t. P! · Custis, on behalf of the Dean's CoIID!littee, our 
acfriiirat ion for the superb way that this crisis was handled. 

'1erely, ~ 
(;j.~ney, Jr., M.D~ 
Chairman, Dean's Committee 

JVM:jl 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contacts Steve Schlah 
Phones 687-1134 

Vietnam Veterans of Santa Barbara ha.ve given a list of r~quests to a 
representative of President Ronald Reagan at the Western White House, 
Refugio Canyon, CA. 93117. Below are those requests. 

1. We request a Housing Program be implimented for Vietnam Veterans that 
is comenserate with that given to veterans of World War II. Articles 
of that Housing Program for Vietnam Veterans should include provisions 
"no money down", extended mortgage term, and "availagility'!. 

2. We request "real" employment opportunities within the Private Sector, 
implimented under similar guidelines to the "ljIRE"program, but solely 
formulated for Vietnam Veterans. 

'.3. We request that funding be continued and expanded for the "VEI' CENTER" 
Vietnam Veterans Outreach Program. It has shown both that it can be 

,,, r: '·.:- .r,:,' effective and that it is truly needed- by the- Vietnam Veteran colllllluni ty. 
-.4. We request that the Disabled Vetenans Outreach Program {DVOP) continue to 

., ~·, .,_.~ be fµnded by the_ Department of Labor and to add "permenant status to 
the DVOP representative positions. This program could be used to help 
impliment our employment re~uest labeled number 2. · 

5. We request that the nearly one billion dollars ($1,000,000,000)cut from 
the Veterans Administration budget be restored. For years, the V.A. 
has not been able to give the services to "all" veterans that it was 

,,.; '~ " -ma·ndated by Congress to perform, due to inadequete budgets --in the past. 
Thus, there is no fat to cut from that budget, only lives. 

6. We request that as the V.A,'s budget is restored, that its hospital and 
. out-patient care should be brought up to the standards of hospitals 

in the Private Sector, President Reagan should now be aware what "good" 
medical care can and should be, and the care he received is not what 

.. ... veterans receive in V ,A. facilities, (This is no~ to say that the Doctors 
and nurses the V ,A, employ: are substandard, but that they are underpaid 
and overworked, Their extreme dedication can only work so many days per week,) 

7, We request that the V.A. impliment actions and compensation for cases 
involving Post-Traumatic Stree Disorders as they have been requested 

-: ·--111.,studies sponsored by the Disabled Veterans of America {DAV) and researc-
... . hed by Dr, John Wilson and Dr, Charles Figley. . 

8, We request that the Federal Government initiate research into the side 
-'. ·_.;effects of Agent Orange (Dioxin Herbicide used in Vietnam as a defoliant) 

when it contacts human life, as it did to Vietnamese and Americans in 
Vietnam. 

9, We request that the present time limit of ten (10) years of GI Bill . 
eligibility be eliminated, Whether a veteran uses his or her benefits 
( up to 45 monthes of benef1 t) should be determined by his or her own 
individual needs and assessments and not the calendar. In a t1ll8 of 

· ... ·- · ·te6bnolog1cal change, as today, educational needs change, aiid if a 
~ vet~ran still has benefits that have not been used, he should be entitled 

to µse that which he has earned. 

We Vietna111 V te t · \ 
tha.'t e rnas of San a Barbara, feel that these requests are not ,.,..,..hi""' 

veterans are not titl d t b t that · .,,....,~ --o be en e 0 , u _ which they deserve and should have en granted long ago, 
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THE DIAG~osis oF CHLCRAC~E CESPITE T~E V,A, So•CALLEC PHYSICAL 
EXAl-', INATIOt'- FOR- AGENT ORANG£ Tr.AT THE V,A, HAS ADMIN!STERE.0 - FOR P.,QRE 
THA~ T~O YEARS AND T~E MCRE THAN ijQ,000 VIETt'-A~ VETERANS WHO ~AVE . 
REQLiESlEC SUcH AN EXAt-'INATlO~ FRO~ THE V,A, ~oSPITALS THRO~GHb~T T~E 
CO UNTRY ? -
WHY IS THE V,A, ONLY ABLE TO RESPOND TC QUESTIONS rRCM T~E CENTER FO~ 
VETERANS RIGHTS CONCERN!~G T~IS IMPORTANT ~ATTER WIT~ THE APRIL 27, 
1qe1 sTATE~ENT FROM CR BARCLAY M SHEPARD THAT "THE TASK FORCE (ON 
AGENT GRANGE) I~ CURRENTLY I~ THE PROCESS OF REFi~ING DIAG~bST!C 
PRCCED RES RELATIVE TO C~LCRAC~E?" -
2, kHY HAS THE VETERANS AD~l~ISTRATION CENTRAL OFFICE REFUSED TO 
ALLO~ OR bE~Y THE MiRCH 31, 1qeo REQUEST BY THE tEhTER FOR ~ETERANS 
RIGHTS FOR }HE NAMES AND ACCRESSES Of ALL DISABLED VETERANS OF THE 
VIET~At-' ERA IN CALIFORNIA ~NCER 38 U,S,C, SECTION 3301(f) FOR - THE 
P RFosE CF OUTRtACH 10 T~E~ CO~CE~NI~G THE AGE~T ORA~GE SERVICES OF 
TE VETERA~S ADMINISTRATID~7 - -
3, ~ILL YO~ APPOINT AN EXPERT PANEL CF NON•V,A, INDIVIDUALS TO 
EVALUATE T~E NEED FOR A ~ATlCNAL DELAYED RE•ENTRY PRCGRA~ FOR ALL~.~ MI 
LLIO~ VIET~iM V~TERA~S w~o HAVE LACKED 1NFOR~ATION AEOUT THE 
VIETN,~ RELATED - PROBLEMS Of CELAYED STRESS A~D USE OF TOXIC 

EREiclDES7 - -
Q, HY ARE VIETNAM VETER~NS FLANNlNG TO PICKET THE CENTRAL Off ICE !CF 
TE V,A, I~ WlSHINGTON DC CN FRIDAY MAY 22, 1q81 CONCERNING V;A, LA~~ 
OF ACT10~ CN TH~ AGtNT ORA~GE 1SS~ES7 

8 , GET CuTS I~ THE V,A, 
"I CA ON PRESIDENT REAGA~ TO STOPS SPENDING MILLIOhS OF DOlLARS ·O~ 
I AG RAL EALLS AND . TO UTILIZE THE MONEY FOR W~AT THE DEFE~DERS OR --
0 RF. ·E CCUNTRY ARE ENTITLED TO," FROM THE MARCH 1q, 1981 STiTE~E~T 
OF. T .ELATE JAMES R-1-0PKINS, , . - - -
1, · y AS THE DIRECTOR CF ThE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT .AND BUDGET 
ORCERED A 743 - MILLIO~ DOLLAR REDUCTION iN THE ~EXT FISCAL YtAR BUDGET 
OF T~E V, A, - SYSTEMS ~ITHCUT ANY EVALUATION Of THE COSTLY MEDICAL -­
SC~DOL AfFILIATiON I~ THE Y,A, SYSTEI" ~HICH DRAINS UF TO 60 PE~CENT 
OF THE MEQICAL BUDGET INTO TRAINING costs (SEE J UL Y ,; 197'1 V,A, CEPT 
OF ~EDICINE - A D SURG ERY LETTtR 1L•1~•7~;~)7 -
2 • . How . WILL V,A , HOSPITA LS EE ABLE TO OPERATE AT ALL WITH THE PLAN~ED 
REDUcTlO~ CF 20,ooo · pHYSICIA~S 1~ · THE HOSPITAL SYSTEI" BY 19867 - -

PLEASE RESPO ND 
CE ~TER FCR VETERANS RIGHTS 
RONALD BITZER 
TEL 213-7~6~6315 
51~ ~E ST ADAMS BLVc 
LOS ANGELES CA 90007 

13:2 3 ESl 

TO Ri:?LY BY MAI LG RAM. SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR \'.":.STERN UNION'S TOLL · FREE PrlON;:: N I ir.~i;;;:pc 
~ ' 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: JAMES BAKER MAY 26, 1981 

FRa-1:: KARNA SMALL~ f 
RE: VIEINAM VEIERANS PRCYI'ESTS 

I am concerned about the various protests taking place regarding Vietnam 
Veterans and I understand that Elizabeth will bring up the subject at 
tarorrow's staff meeting. Since we will all be at West Point, I wanted 
to bring a few matters to :your attention so you would be aware of the latest 
developments. 

1. According to wire stories (attached) there are 8 hunger-strikers -- some 
who have not eaten for 10 days. They seem to be supporting another 
group of Vietnam Veterans who are staging a simultaneous sit-in at the 
VA hospital there in california. (The hunger-strikers are out on the lawn) 

2. The organizer of the sit-in sent a ma.ilgram to the White House - to the 
President (attached). M:)rton Blackwell, of Elizabeth Ible's shop had 
it and has been coordinating with "our" ma.n at the VA (the only Reagan 
appointee over there running the place: Nick IDngworth) The demands 
in the ma.ilgram are lengthy and absurd, but Nick IDngworth is working 
up a reply . IDngworth feels that someone should GO TO CALIFORNIA to 
talk to these people to end the sit-in and hunger strike •.. he has offered 
to go himself. (I'm not sure that would be necessary, but obviously, that 
is sanething you all must decide). The VA has been waiting for sane sort 
of direction from the White House evidently. You should know that in the 
rnailgram they refer to the late James Hopkins •••• he had believed his 
hearing was impaired by agent orange and had demanded a device for his 
telephone. The VA hospital staff tested him, found no pronounced .impairment. 
Hopkins was so mad he crashed his car into the front of the hospital and 
later took an overdose and died. You should also know that the leader 
of the hunger-strikers has, according to physicians who have treated 
him, suicidal tendencies and has been a psychiatric patient. 

3. Another veterans group, organized by David Belding (who originall was 
with Vietnam Veterans against the war) called today . They had presented 
a M:)donna plus 10 demands, or areas of concern, to the gate at Santa 
Barbara yesterday and wanted a response. I gave him a lengthy analysis 
of the budget ( cuts restored for vets etc. ) and what ~'re doing_on 
agent orange. He was actually pleasant and said~ should get that word 
out because his people did not know that. 

4. There are POSITIVE things we should get out about Vietnam Veterans funds etc. 
and the story has not been told: 
(a) GramrrrLa.tta restores virtually ALL veterans rronies -- no medical 

personnel will be cut, no regional offices cut - and we probably will 
not oppose funds for store-front centers. 

(b) We have an inter-agency task force examining scientific evidence on 
agent orange. 

(c) On-going budget expenditures will insure research on agent orange. In 
1981 we're spending 3.1 million, in 1982, we will spend $9.5 million on this. 
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4•0318785140 05/20/81 ICS IP~MTZZ CSP ~SHB 
213q799215 MGM TDMT LOS AI--GELES CA 733 05-20 0125P tST 

PRES1DENT .~ONALD REAGAN 
WHITE 1-\01.iSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

VIETNA~ VETERANS ARE REQUESTING A MEETING WITH THE P~ESlCENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES DURING YOUR ME~ORIAL DAY VISIT TO SOUt~ERN CALI~OR~!A 
AT THE SITE - OF THE MARCH lq, 1981 PROTEST EY T~E LATE JA~ES R- ~OFKINS 
TO I~HuMANE TREATMENT BY VETERANS AD~It--lSTRATION PERSONNEL TO THE . -
SICK VETERANS · o~ THE NATIOh~ . - . 

THE REASONS FOR THE ~ECESSITY CF THIS PERSONAL VISIT, WHICH SO~E 
VIETNa~ VETERANS AND SUPPORTERS ARE STRESSING BY OUR WAIT•IN JhERE, 
ARE THE FOLLO~I~Gt . 

CELAYEC STR{SS AMQ~G VIET~AM VETERA~S 
~T~ERE ARE NO - FEATURES, co~PLAlNTS OR CLINICAL FlNDI~GS TO SUPPORT 
ANY RELATlCNSHIP TO AGENT ORANGE, OR THE POST.VIETNA~ STRESS 
SY~DRo~E, ALTHD0GH T~IS ~AS SPECIFICALL~ EXPLoREb" FROM THE . APRIL 
1-e, 1~81 CAS~ ~EVIE~ OF TfE LATE . JA~ES R HbPKlN~ AT THE ~RENT~Ooo 
V,A, HOSPITAL BY DOCTORS CYRIL BARNERT, RAMZI ~IRlAKCS, GER~Lb 
MCKENNA ANC MANUEL STRAKER, .. 
1, WHY DID THE ~RENT~OOD V,A, CASE REVIEW FOR JAMES~ HOFKl~S 
CO~PLICATE THE CRITERIA FoR A -CIAGN0s1s·oF DEL•Y£D STRESS BY ADDING 
SY~PTo~S I~ AbDiTION TO THE ~INI~0M REQUIREMENTS - OF THE AMERlCAN . 
PSYCHIATRIC ASSDCIAlION (REFER TO SEE DIAGNOSTIC A~D STATISTICAL 
HA~UALS CF HENT~L DISORDERS; 3RD tDITICN)T 
2, WILL YOU ORDER AN IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION IhTO THE FAILURE Of 
WACSwoRT~ AND "BRENTWCOD V,A, HCSPITALS TO PROVIDE .EVALUATIO~ A~D 
TREATMENT TO THt LATE JA~ES ~OFKINS? - -· 
3, ~HY ARE VIET~AM VETERANS, SPECIFICALLY SWORCS TO FLOWSHARES INS~~ 
FRANCISCO~ QU~STIONI~G T~E ~CDlFICATIC~ OF THEIR CRITERIA fOR ­
DISABILliY COMPENSATION To VIET NAM VETERANS FOR DELAYED STRESS ev 
THE VETERA~S AD~INISTRATIO~, SC THAT FE~ER VETERANS ~UALITY FOR 
SERVIcE•CO~NECTED DISABILITY A~D REHA81LITATioh FRCM THE GOVERNMENT, 
Q, ~ILL YOW ORDER A hATICNAL IhVESTIGATlON l~TC T8E VETERANS 
AD~INrSTRATION PROGRAMS CF PSYCHOLOGICAL cou~sELl~G FOR VIETNA~ 
VETERA~S BY A TEAH OF NOh•V,A, EXPERTS IN THE FIElC CF DELAYED 
STRESS? . . 

~EALlH PROBLE~S RELATEC TO AGEhT ORAhGE HERBICIDE EXPOSURE 
~IT IS HIGr TIME THAT THE VETERANS AC~I~lSTRATION ANC VARIOUS 
GOVERN~E~T AGENtIES SE S~AKth FROH T~EIR LET~ARGY . TO~ARD AL[ 
VETERA~S," FROM THE ~ARC~ 19, 1981 STATtMEhT oF THE LATE JA~ES R 
HOPKINS FRCM THE LOCKED ~ARD Of THE 8RE~TWOOC Y,A, HCSPITAL, . 
1, lilHY HAS THE. V,A, FAILED TO INSTRUCT THE:IR £:"XAMHU.~ o1..n,c•r••· · -

t' 

. I 
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The President has asked me as his newly designated Acting 

Administrator of Veterans Affairs to respond to your recent 

communications about issues of particular concerns to the 

Vietnam Veterans . 

As you may know, the President appointed me Acting Ad­

ministrator today to fill the vacancy created by the departure 

of Rufus Wilson . 

First , I am pleased to inform you that the President 

has decided to continue the ongoing work of the Interagency 

Work Group which has been the focal point within the gov­

ernment for Agent Orange activities . Many Vietnam Veterans 

and leaders of Veterans groups had urged the President to 

take this step . 

Second, while many activities and programs of the Federal 

government have been slated by the President for substantial 

reductions or elimination, the President is pleased that his 

fiscal year 1982 budget contains $9,540,00 0 of budgeted monies 

for Agent Orange activities . Thd is more than 300% larger 

than the $3 , 126,00 0 budgeted for Agent Orange in the current 

fiscal year of 1981 . 

Third , in the overall figures for the Veterans Administration, 

the President's budget sets out budget authority for fiscal 

year 1982 of $24 . 2 billion . This is an increase of $1 . 3 

billion over the $22 . 9 billion budget authorization for 
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current year 1981. Again, this increase is in contrast 

to the well known budget cuts proposed by the President 

for many other areas. 

Fourth, the major battle in Congress over the 

President's economic recovery package has been the fight 

in the House for the Reagan Bipartisan Budget Resolution 

for fiscal year 198 t , otherwise known as the Gramm-Latta 

proposal. As you know from the news coverage, the President 

won an impressive victory. The Reagan Bipartisan Budget 

Resolution,for which the Administration fought so hard, 

included a $597 million increase over previously proposed 

cuts in the Veterans Administration budget. This budget 

authorization of $24.2 billion, $1.3 billion over the 

current year and $597 million over the initially proposed 

cuts, will permit the Veterans Administration to operate 

with no reductions in personnel in the Department of. 

Medicine and Surgery ~d no reductions in veterans benefits. 

Fifth, the President feels it is important to correct a 

widespread misunderstanding with respect to the funding 

of the Vietnam Veteran Outreach Centers. Many Vietnam 

Veterans have contacted the President in recent days 

expressing their dismay that these Outreach Centers are 

to be discontinued.While it is true that the U.S. Senate 

did pass many weeks ago a version of a budget resolution 

which manY- :··thought -. .woulcl end funding of the Outreach Centers, 

the situation has completely changed. 

The President gave his full support in the House to 
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the Reagan Bipartisan Budget Resolution which restored the 

overwhelming majority of previously proposed cuts in 

Veterans programs . The level of funding restored is more 

than enough to fund the Outreach Centers . 

Congressionial support for the Outreach Centers is 

overwhelming . Virtually all Se nators and Congressmen have 

the clear understanding that the restored funding will keep 

the Outreach Centers open. 

The Congress has authorized the spending levels but 

it now must pass legislation specifically extending the 

life of the Outreach Centers . This has the overwhelming 

support of both parties in both the House and Senate . 

The President wants you to know he is specifically 

committed to keeping the Outreach Centers funded and open 

when Congress authorizes and appropriates funds for this 

program by law. 

The Veterans Administration has been specifically 

directed by the White House to cease plans to implement 

any proposed reductions in Veterans programs which were 

reversed and restored by the Reagan Bipartisan Budget 

Resolution Congress passed . In short, extension of the 

life of the Outreach Ce nters is locked in by overwhelming 

sentiment in the Congress and by the President's committment 

mentioned above . 
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In part because of the restored funding levels and 

because of the specific cornmittment of the President, the 

American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign War, Af1VETS, 

Blinded Veterans Association, and Jewish War Veterans 

all endorsed the Reagan Bi-partisan Budget Re solution which 

restored funding to a level which would permit the 

extension of the Outreach Centers and the retention of 

personnel levels in the Veterans Administration's Department 

of Medicine and Surgery and no reductions in veterans benefits. 

An unfortunate legacy of the Vietnam conflict is the 

continuing concern of many veterans that they may have 

suffered or may yet develop health problems as a result 

of long-term effects of certain chemicals to which they were 

exposed while serving in Vietnam . The President is committed . 
to the fullest possible scientific examination of these concerns, 

with the aim of insuring that this matter is dealt with 

fairly and equitably. The important scientific research 

being coordinated by the White House Interagency Work Group, 

including the AirForce Ranch Hand Personnel Study, will be 

a major priority of this Administration 

The President has personally designated me to be his 

acting Administrator of Veterans Affairs until such time as ,. 

the Senate confirms his nominee, Mr. Robert Nimmo, as Ad~inistrator 

of Veterans "Affairs. I believe you will find me an 
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an enthusiastic supporter of the President's policies 

outlined in this letter. My office looks forward to 

working with you in the future. 

Cordially, 
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PijESroENT RONALD REAGAN 
WHtTE 1-!0USE 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

VIETNA~ VETERANS ARE REQUESTING A MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT Of THE 
UNITED STATES DURING YOUR ME~ORIAL DAY VISIT TO SOUt~ERN CALIFORNIA 
AT THE SITE OF THE MARCH 1q, 1'181 PROTEST BY THE LAT.E . JAt-lES R- 1-,0FKINS 
TO INHUMANE TREATMENT BY VETERANS AD~I~lSTRATION PER~ONNEL TO THE -
SICK VETERANS · o~ TH~ ~ATio~; . . 

THE REASONS FOR THE ~ECESSllY CF THIS PERSONAL VISIT, WHICH SO~E 
VIETNA~ VETERANS AND SUPPORTERS ARE STRtSSING BY OUR WAIT•IN ThERE, 

t 

( 
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ARE THE FOLLOWING1 ( 

DELAYED STRESS AMO~G VIET~AM VETERA~S 
"T~ERE ARE NO - FEATURES, co~PLAlNTS OR CLINICAL FlNDI~GS TO SUPPORT · 
ANY RELATICNSHIP TO .· AGENT ORANGE, .. OR THE POST .. VIETNA~ STREeS 
SY~DRO~E, ALTHOUGH T~IS ~AS SPECIFICALLY EXPLORED" FROM THE - AP~lL 
7•8, 1qa1 CASE REVIE~ OF THE LATE JA~ES R HOPKINS AT THE BRENT~Ooo 
V,A, HOSPITAL - BY DOCTORS cYRl~ BARNERT, RAMZI KIRIAKCS, GERA~D 
MC~ENNA ANC MANUEL STRAKER, 
1, WHY DID THE BRENT~OOO V,A, 'CASE REVIEW FOR JAMES R HOPKl~S 
CO~PLICATE THE CRITERIA FOR A ·ClAGNOSlS . Of DELAYED STRESS BY ADDING 
SY~PTo~s I~ AbDlTION TO THE -~I~IMOM REQUIREMENTS . Of THE AMERJCAN 
PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION (REFER TO SEE DIAGNOSTIC A~D STATISTICAL 
MANUALS CF MENTAL DlSOROERS, 3RD ~DITION)1 . -
2, WILL YO~ ORDER AN IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION I~TO THE FAILURE Of 
WADSwoRTh AND . BRENTWOOD V,A, HCSPITALS TO PROVIDE EVALUATIO~ A~O 
TREATMENT lO THE LATE JAl-'ES -HOPKINS? - -
3, WHY ARE VIETNAM VETERANS, SPECIFICALLY SWORDS TO FLOWSHARES IN SA~ 
FRANCISCO, QUESTIONING T~E ~ODlFlCATION OF ThElR CRITERIA FOR ­
DISABILITY COMPENSATION To VIET NAM VETERANS FOR DELAYED STRESS ev 
THE VETERA~S ADMINISTRATio~, SO THAT FEWER VETERANS ~UALITY FOR 
SERVIcE•CO~NECTED DISABILITY A~D REHABILlTATlo~ fROM THE GOVERNMENT, 
4, WILL YOU ORDER A ~ATICNAL I~VESTIGATlON INTO iHE VETERANS 
AD~INISTRATION PROGRAMS Cf PSYCHOLOGICAL cou~sELlNG FOR VIETNA~ 
VETERA~S av · A TEAM OF NO~.V,A, EXPERTS lN THE FIELD CF DELAYED 
STRESS? - . - .. 

~EALTH PROBLE~S RELATEC TO AGE~T ORANGE HERBICIDE EXPOSURE 
"IT IS HIG ► TIME TH~T THE VETERANS AC~l~ISTAATION AND VARJOOS 
GOVERN~E~T AGENCIES BE S~AKlN FROM THEIR LETHARGY · TO~ARD ALL 
VETERA~S," FROM - THE ~ARC~ 1q, 1981 STATEME~T OF THE LATE JA~ES R 
HOPKINS FRCM THE LOCKED ~ARC Of THE BRENTWOOD V,A, HCSPITAL, -
1, WHY HAS THE V,A, FAILED TO INSTRUCT THEIR fXAMI~I~G P~VSl~IANS IN 

1,. 

(_ 
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THE OIAG~osis oF CH~ORAC~E CESPITE THE V,A, So•CALLEC PHYSICAL 
EXAMINATIO~ FOR - AGENT ORANGE ThAT THE V,A, HAS AOMINISTERED FOR MO~E 
THAN T~O YEARS AND T~E MORE THAN ijQ,000 VIET~A~ VETERANS WHO HjVE 
REQUESlEC SUCH AN EXAMl~•TIO~ FROM THE V,A, ~oSPlTALS THROUGHOUT TrE 
COUNTRY? 
WHY IS THE V,A, ONLY ABLE TO RESPOND TO QUESTIONS ~RCM THE CtNTER FO~ 
VETERANS RIGHTS CONCERNl~G T~IS IMPORTANT ~ATTER WIT~ THE APRIL 27, 
1qe1 sTAlE~ENt FROM CR BARCLAY M SHEPARD THAT "THE TASK FORCE (ON 
AGENT GRANGE) IS CURRENTLY I~ THE PROCESS OF REFiNING DIAGNOSTIC 
PROCEDURES RELATIVE TO C~LCRAC~E?" -
2, WHY HAS THE VETERANS AD~l~ISTRATION CENTRAL OFFICE REfUSED TO 
ALLOW OR 5E~Y THE MiRCH 31, 1qeo REQUEST BY THE t£hTER FOR ~ETERANS 
RIGHTS FOR THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF ALL DISABLED VETERANS Of THE 
VIETNA~ ERA - IN CALIFORNIA UNCER 38 u,s,t, SECTION 3301(F) FOR " THE 
PURPOSE OF OUTREACH TO THE~ CO~CERNING THE AGE~T O~A~GE SERVICES OF 
THE VETERA~S ADM1NISTRATION1 -
l, ~ILL YO~ APPOINT . AN EXPERT PANEL OF NON•V,A, lNDivIOUALS TO 
EVALUATE TrE NEED fOR A ~ATlONAL DELAYED RE•ENTRY PRCGRA~ FOR ALL u.~ MI 
LLION VIET~AM VETERA~S Wro HAVE LACKED INFOR~ATIUN AEOUT THE 
VIETNAM RELATED - PROBLEMS oF CE~AYED STRESS A~D U~E OF TOXIC 
HERBICIDES? - - . 
41 WHY AR~ VIETNAM VETERANS PLANNING TO PICKET THE CENTRAL OfFlCE !CF 
THE V,A, I~ W~SHINGTON DC ON FRIDAY ~AY 22, 1qs1 · coNCERNING v;A, LA~~ 
OF ACTIO~ CN THE AGENT ORA~GE lSS~ES? 

BUDGET CvTS IN THE V,A, 
"I CALL ON PRESIDENT REAGA~ TO STOPS SPENDING -MILLIO~S Of DOLLARS ON 
INAUGURAL EALLS ANO . TO UTILIZE THE MONEY FOR WHAT THE DEFENDERS OR 
OUR FINE COUNTRY ARE ENTITLEC TO," FROM THE MARCH 1q, 1q81 -STjTE~E~T 
OF THE LATE JAMES R-.HOPKINS, . . - . - · -
1, WHY HAS THE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT ,AND BUDGET 
ORDERED A 743 . MILLIO~ DOLLAR REDUCTION IN THE ~EXT FISCAL YEAR BUDGtT 
OF THE V,A, - SYSTEMS ~ITHOUT iNY EVALU•TION OF THE COSTLY MEbICAL - ­
SCHOOL AFFILIATION l~ THE V,A, SYSTE~ ~HICH DRAINS UF TO bO PERCENT 
OF THE MEDICAL BUDGET INTO TRAINING COSTS (SEE JUCY .! 1'H9 V.A, CEPT 
Of MEDICINE - AND SURGERY LETTtR 1L•1ij•7q;4)7 -
2, HOW WILL V,A, HOSPITALS SE ABLE TO OPERATE AT ALL WIT~ T~~ PLiN~EO 
REOUcTlO~ CF 20,000 PHYSICIA~S IN . THE hOSPITAL SYSTE~ BY 1~8e1 . -

PLEASE RESFONO 
CENTER fCR VETERANS RIGHTS 
RONALD BITZER . 
TEL 213•74b;.b315 
514 ~EST ADAMS BLVD 
LOS ANGELES CA qooo7 
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CENTE~ FR VET RAN ~IGHT R BIT 
S14 WEST A M LVO .... !!1!!1'11!! 
LO ANG LE CA qooo1 

1-os1120s1 S Ob/04/ 1 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP WSMA 
2tl74&6l1 MGM TDMT L ANGEL CA 4 0&•04 0428P ET 

PR StDENT RONALD REAGAN 
ATTN MORTIN BLACKWELL ASSI TANT FOR 
VETERANS AFFAIRS 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

SPECIFICATION OF O MANO 

A, A MINISTRATIVE ACT? NS FROM TH WMIT MOUSE 

1, TME APPOINTMENT OF A TEAM OF N N•VA EXP RTS TO INV STIGATE MEDICAL 
TREATMENTS AT THE WAD WORTH ANO R NTWO OVA MOSP?TALS ANO THE 
MEDICAL TREATM NT BV TH VA OF TME LAT JAME HOPKINS~ 

2, THE APPOINTMENT OF OR CMARL FIGLEV ANO DR ROBERT LIFTON OF. 
PURDUE ANO YALE UNIV R ?TI RESP CTIV LV TO THI NON•VA TEA~ TO N 
SUR THAT TH TEAM INCLUO !NIT INV STIGATION TMESE l M OICAL 
I SU S1 

A, TH FUNCTION OF TH VET C NT R 

B, TH ADEQUACY OF TM AGENT ORANGE CRE NlNG XAMINAT!ON 

C, THE FUNCTIONING OF THE R GlONA OFFIC RATING BOARDS WITH 
R PECT TO DECISIONS ev VA PHY IC!ANS CONCERNING e AIMS FOR POST 
•TRAUMATIC TRESS DISORDERS 

J. AGREEMENT BV TM VA TO RE PONO TO ALL F~E OOM OF ?NFORMAT!ON ACT 
REQUEST FROM TME CENT R ,oR VETERAN RIGHTS WITHIN THE SP!CIF!!O TIM 
PERIOD UNO R THE LAW C u~s.c.552A) • 

4, AGREEMENT TO ESTABL! M OFFIC OF PATI NT RfPR NTATION IN ALL VA 
HOSPITAL COMPARA LE TO THE PATI NT REPR SENTATIVES IN TM OKLAHOMA 
VA MoSPITAL BY ANUARV 1 1qs2, 

S, AGREEMENT FOR AM TING IN LOS ANGEL ~ITH OFFICIALS OF THE VA 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY, INCLUOING OR ARCLAV SMEPARO, TO 
BRIE THE PU LIC ABOUT THE RES ARCH PROGRAM SPON ORE ev THE 
GOV RNMENT INTO TME LONS T RM HEALTH ErFECT OF HR ICIDE XPOSURE IN 
VIETNAM, THI METING WILL TAKE PLACE IN JUN! OR JULY THROUGH 
COOR ?NATION WITH THE C NTER ORV TRANS RIGHTS~ 

b, ETA LI HMENT OF AN OFFICE OF VETERAN AFFAIRS INSIDE TH! WM!TE 
HOUS WITH ACC S TO TH PR !DENT ANO THE LEAD RS OF ALL FED RAL 
GOV RNMENTAL AGENC?E • 
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TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, PHONE WESTERN UNION ANY TIME, DAY OR NIGHT: 

FOR YOUR LOCAL NUMBER, SEE THE WHITE PAGES 

OF YOUR TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

OR 

DIAL non FREE) 800-257-2241 

(EXCEPT IN NEW JERSEY 800-632-2271) 

, . 
OR DIAL WESTERN UNION'S INFOMASTER SYSTEM DIRECTLY: 

FROM TELEX .................... 6161 FROM TWX ................ 910 420 1212 

' ' I 
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• L GI LAT!V ACTIONS PROPOSED BY TH WHITE HOUSE TO CONGRESS 

1, PROPOSAL Y PR SIDENT REAGAN OF A PRO RAM OF M OICAL SCR EN!NG OF 
ALL VETERAN WHO WISH TO E SCREENED FOR CURRENT DISA !L T!ES FROM 
MILITARY S RVIC • THIS PROGRAM, A "D LAVED R£•ENTRY PR GRAM" WILL 
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING! 

(1) INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING WITH ANOTHER VIETNAM VETERAN WHO HAS 8 EN 
TRAIN D TO UNDERSTAND AND TO FIND THE VARIOUS REAOJUSTM T PRORL MS 
ASSOCIAT D WITM VI TNAM WARS RVICE AND THE ACK OF COMPASSION BY 
socI TY UPON R TURN FROM THAT WAR TIM EXPERIENCE. 

(2) P YCHOLOGJCAL COUN ELING AND CLAIM ASSISTANCE FOR V£TERAN 
WITH PO T•TRAUMATIC $TR S$ ISORDERS ANO OTHER PSYCHOLOGICAL 
PRO LEMS, INCLU !NG REPRESENTATION F RE THt BOARD OF VETERANS 
APPALS, 

(3) COMPLETION OF HEALTH QU STlONNAtRES AND EXAMINATt NS PR 
SYMPTONS THAT COULD BER LATED TO EXPO UR TO TOXIC HR IC OE: VA 
HOSPITALS WOULD BE UTILIZED ONLY TO COMPLET N CESSARY MEDICAL T~ST 
I VT W OF THE PROBL M WITH THE CURRENT AGENT ORANGE SCREEN! G EXAM~ 

(4) SCREENING OF ALL LESS THAN HONORABLf MILITARY DISCHARG[S TO 
DETERMINE QUALIFICATION FOR UPGRAO!NG OF LES THAN HONORAB EMIL TARY 
DI CHARGE. 

C REVIEW FALL MENTAL AND PHYSICAL Dt ABILITIES TO DET ~MIN! 
STATUS OF TR ATMENT, COMPENSATION AND VOCATIONAL R HA8 LITAT!ON Y 
THE VET RAN ADMINISTRATION. 

(o) COORDINATION F EXITING S RVICES IN THE COMMU ITV TO PR V!D 
EMPLOYMENT ASSI TANC • 

(7) OUTREACH TO NCARCERATED VETERAN IN ALL PRISON • 

2. PROPOSAL BY PRESID NT REAGAN OF THE ELtMINATION OF THE OEL!MITING 
DATE FOR DUCAT!ONAL BENEFITS, SINCE MANY DISABLEO VETERANS HAVE NOT 
UTILtZE THEIR E UCATIONAL BENEFITS. 

3. PROPOSAL FOR RETROACTIV DISA !L!TY COMPENSATION FOR 
POST-TR UMATIC STR SS DISORDER WHEN TH DATE OF ORIGIN OF THIS 
DISABILITY IS STA LJSHED Y MDI AL RFCOR S TO PRE~EXI T TH~ CHANG 
OF POLICY BY TH VA FOR COMPENSATION FOR TH DISORDER (1980)~ 

VlFT AM VET RANS 
514 WEST ADAMS BLVD 
LO ANGELES CA 90007 

16:30 ET 

MGM C QM p T~ ~~LY BY MAI LG RAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 



TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, PHONE WESl~RN UI\JION ANY Tlft/lE, DAY OR NIGHT: 

FOR YOUR l.OC.I\.L NUMBER, SEE TliF WHITE PAGES 

OF YOUR TELEPHONE DIREC I ORY 

OR 

DIAL (TOLL FRFEl 800-257-'2241 

(EXCEPT ll'l NEW JERSEY 800 632 2271) 

. . 
OR DIAL WESTERN UNION'S INFOM~STtR SYSTfM DIRECT.LY: 

FPOM TELEX . . . . . . ............. 6161 FROMTWX .....•......... 9104201212 

.. 
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1 MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

THE JOAN MAIMAN REPORT JUNE 11, 1981 

According to Joan, Ron Bitzer is telling the veterans that 
the White House is actively campaigning against the extension of 
the veterans centers. This campaigning is taking place on the 
floor of the House and Senate. 

The hunger strikers plan a caravan across country to meet with 
the President and camp in Lafayette Park until such a meeting 
takes place. Scott Green(unidentified) says if a meeting can 
be arranged with the President and the veterans liaison for 
selected representatives of these veterans gro.up, they ( the 
hunger strikers) will call off the caravan and the strike. 
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' VIET NAM VETE ANS OF AMERICA ML, 
l2q ST NO TMEAST 
WASHINGTON C 20002 

LIZA TH oOLE 
SP CIAL A SISTANT TO THE P ESlOENT 
WHIT ~OUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

T I PY 0 AG S T TO ON l 

THI cOM~U~lCATlON IS TO ADVISE YOU O OUR HOP THAT YOU WILL 
DISCONTINUE YOU PR TE TAT TM VA HOSPITAL TH Vl T NAM VETERANS 0 
AM RICA oo~s NOT SUPPORT YOUR CONTINUI Gp OTE T fOR EVERAL REASo~Si 
WE FEEL THE R~A~AN ACMINIST ATION HAS ACT 0 IN A COM~ NOABL.E ~ANNER -

y RE PONOlNG - TO THE R QU ST,S MARL.IN - ATKI S ANO JOI-IN l<EAVEN Y, 10R 
CUSTIS, ACTING VA AD~INIST ATO , HAS COMMITTED T~E PRE IO NT TC THE 
MOST SIGNlFICiN GOALS .VIET NA~ V TERAN$ HAVE EN LOBBYING - OR OVER 
THE LA SEVE A~ MONTHS, THE C MMITMENT TO CONTINU THE lNT RAG ~NCY 
WOK G CUP AS A MOVING VEHICLE TO RESOLVE TH AG~NT ORANGE ISSUE 
PLEAS S S REATLY, AS DOES TME EXPANDED BUDG T FOR AGENT ORANGE 
RES ARCH, THE - ADDITIONAL COMMITMENT TO HONOR CONGRESSIONAL lNT NT IN 
CONTINUI G TO OPERAT THE VT CE TERS IN THEIR P SE~T FORM, AS STOR, 
FRONT AClLlTl S, AT TME F ~~ LEVEL THAT CONR SS APPROPRIATED FUNotNG 
FOR, I A MAJO BREAKTHROUGH. TO CONTI OE A ~OSlTIVE DI A~OG "B TWE N. -
VI T NAM V TE ANS AND THE A MI 1ST ATION REQUI E VlET NAM -VET RANS 
ALSO TO ACT - IN GOOD FAITH, ANO, TO CONTINUE ROT STL~G, IN LlGMT OF 
THE V RY SIGN! ICANT COMMITMENTS HE HUNG R TR?K!RS WER GlYEN, tS 
UNWAR~ANTEC, ANY CONTINU O ACTIO · oN YOUR PART W I.I. •ONL.Y SERV TO 
GIVE THE l~PRESSION O OlVISIV NESS AO UNREASONABLE~ESS ON TME PART 
OF Tt-t VIET NAM VET RAN COMMUNITY, -

HOPEFuLLY, YO U ILL ECONSlO R YOUR ACTIONS BEFORE SERIOUS ANO 
IRREPARAB~E DAMAGE IS DONE TO TM VI T NAM VETERAN COMMU~ITY, 

CC PRESIDE~T RONALD REAGAN 
C I H D L. 
CC DR DONALD CUSTIS, ACTING AOMINlSTRAT~R VACO 
CC SHAD MESHAD, VAMC WAOSWO TM 
CC WILLIAM ANDERSON; DIRECTOR V MC WADSWORTH 

RO ERT O MULLER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
VI T NAM VETE ANS OF A~ERICA 

18: 31.1 ST 
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TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, PHONE WESTERN UNION ANY TIME, DAY OR NIGHT: 
. l I ' 

1 
FOR YOUR LOCAL NUMBER, SEE THE WHITE PAGES ' 

I I I I I I f 

, • r • 
OF YOUR TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

' . OR I 

I T 

: DIAL (TOLt FREE) 800-257-2241 

(EXCEPT IN NEW JERSEY 800~632-2271) 
• I 

f , 1 I 

I I 

. ' 
OR DJAL WESTERN UNION'S INFQMASTER SYST_EM DIRECTLY: 

t I 

FROM TELEX ...•....•. : •..•••••. 6161 FROM TWX ... . • •••.•..•.•.• 910 420 1212 
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r a Democrat · Continued from First i>age ·. . after crashing into the hospital. he 
~eth backing veterans. He said . Saturday that told them he was suffering from ex-
Sen. John V. their gains under- the Carter Ad- posure to the herbicide. 
;tatewide of- · . ministration art.er years of pro tests · Subsequently, Hopkins was exa~ 
g his censer- were b€ing eroded under Reagan_ mined by a team oi VA doctors, who 
· Police Chief · · 'Tm warning the President of the wrote in hls case fi.Ie; "There are no 
:1blican state United States and the Republican · features,complaintsorclinical find- · 
~nka televi- Administration." Kovic said bitter- · ings to support any relationship to 
the cmmcil- ly. "We can only take so much. The Agent Onmge, or the 1ost ~ Vietnam 

:h-; law en,- ' death of James Hopkins is symbolic, stress syndrome." accorclcg to Ron 
• · 

conservative·" 
i Antonovich 
:ed g-..rests at 
tinner at the 
:t ,veek. 

y tha~ while ·. 
lung in the 
'e probably . 
::onservative . 
ral Les J\..n­
on. Besides, 
ledRonxa in 
~onservative· ' 
n theprima- , 

. indjcative of . how. desperate. the . . Bitzer. co-~rector (?f the Center for 
Vietnam veteran is becomina. How Veterans Rights. . 
many more time bombs X:ust go That fi.:.1di~g. Bitzer complained, 

· off." -· -· - -·:, .. .. · . ·--: was typical of the . VA·s failure to . 
Hopkins, a 32-year-oid ex-Ma- addre.."5 the special needs of Viet- · 

rine who drove-a jeep through· the ·na,1;1-era·vetera~s. . · . 
glass doors of Wadsworth and -Weare dealmg with a bureauc-

.· sprayed the hospital lobby with ma- racy that's out of control," Bitz.er 
chine gun · fire on March I 4, ' was ·· charged. "The VA ... is incapable 
awaiting a fed€ral court appearance . of provi<li?g readjustrnent services 
on charges of destruction of federal .. to the Vietnam-era veteran. \Ve 

· property ,vhen he was found dead.. . · have sp€Cial problems, emotional 
· The cause of death has not been disturbances. exposure to toxic her- -

determined, but Los Angeles Coun- • bicides and an inability to deal -with 
• ty Coroner Thomas T. Noguchi has . . institutions and authority." . 
. otdt"?red an investigation into .. .. · All _the _veterans in the Wads­
whether Hopkins died as a result of worth lobby complained bitterly 
e..\.l.)osure to AaentOrange;apow~- . . about the planned elimination of the . 

,rimary; ·has ' . f efoliant use m 1e nam. . . . ' .. more · than 90 veterans outreach 
ising enough When Hopkins. in . camouflage . centers r~ntly established across 
:h Ronka ex- . battle_ gear., surrendered to police the country spe<:ifically to deal with 
i . He is ex­
t $250,C1X> in 
Tomka. -ob­
, cwn cause; 
.cco. 
i:ng sad and 
'1t the Rein­,t winds to­
rted months 
1i:!ence and a 
,lry on both 
,e-em embar-
3 that l1ave 
to get out of 
s as intact as 

l philosophy 
testimony to 
1r. Handler," 
loh;i Green-

,1 West Los 
nd uo.ughter. 
~n atte1~di:1g 
[';net schoo1s, 
·day she will 
~ l'Chool next red to <lis- . 

··.• ~ ..... 
• - '!·,. 

. '': _ ;,•,. . . . . - .. . . _.. . .. .... -·\ ~ .. v 
the problems of Vietnam veterans. _: :: 

.. \Ve just got a p!ace to go to arid_·: 
they're cutting it off," said Virgit 
NiegeL Ni.egel said he has been un -
· able- to hold a job or get p::-oper 
treatment since his discharge and 
survives by donating plasma and 
getting food sta.-nps. · 

Keaveney said he began his hun­
. ger strike March 15 because he was 
· . tired of being tranquilized instead of 

treated for what he calkd "delayed 
· combat neurosis." 

Keaveney said he had tried to ad- · 
. mit himself as a patient at Br2nt­
wr-od about six weeks agil because-. 
h e was "tired of the nightmares, of 

• 'the mortar shells.dropping in on me '· 
and seeing my friends dead. N He,'; 
said he was only admitted after he:< 

· · threatened to "pull of£ the c..½ctor';',~ 
-head:• · ·· ·-. · · _ >-:~--
. . "The last time I saw a doctor w.ii ! 
two weeks ago for 10 rPinutes." ► , 

The .Memorial Day march in hon­
or of Hopkins was scheduled to be·-_ · 
gin at 1 p.m. Monday in front of t.1ie:· 
Wadsworth Hospital lobby. · , , . 

· · A separate rally in support of the . 
hunger strikers was planned tociay-~ 
at2p'.m. . · · 

~ -

·• . . 

1 

! 



er schoo:s·crrlQf in Stocktoi-:--·~·-· ,' ·volv"ect· iri . the' da -to--day"opcration of the 
! of r Jnr,irig ~a small system in . . distric~ and is less like!.'( to delegate as much 
of the parents and students are aut!10nty as John ton did. 

Harry Handler · after selection as L.A. 
. schools chief. After intervie1J1i1ng candi'­
. dates from across the country. the board 
· promoted its deputy superintendent. thy or famous, Handler is in e SCHOOLS, Page 5 

~}~i 

le, 
· .: ·; · JOHN OL!GNY I Los Angeles Times 

them . to ca~p,. but thousands of needy 
: summertime exparience with their peers. 

.ve Und~r vYay 
: : '. . . . . . . . · 

. ; , !·: 
'hed the average cost of a week of camp to 
re than $100, the generous support of Times .·· 
ders is more important than ·ever. Without' 
support,'many children will miss an invalua-

experience. • . · · _- ·. 
ach child assisted by. the Camp Fund has 

_d difficult personal circumstances-broken 
ilies, poverty, physical or emotional prob_- _ 

.S. . I 

,fany of these children work to· earn a portion 
heir fee by mowing lawns, selling peanuts or 

1dy, baby-sitting or doing odd jobs. But with-
help from the Camp Fund, their savings can . 

ely pay the whole bill. / 
Thousands of disadvantaged young people are 

. . Please se~ CAMP FUND, Page 6 

k !\ ·TJ I'll es vn"'<t ).._t-/ 11(8'{ . 

Vigil Contini1les as 
Vets A.wait Reagan 

Protesters Say They _Will Discuss Their 
. C~mplaints Ab~ut VA Only \Vith Pree' ident 

By KRISTIN A LI~IDG REN. Times Staff Writer_ 
. . ' : 

.·. More than 30 Vietnam veterans · we have a meeting with Rcag;in," 
sat out the fourth day of their whose proposed budget cuts lhrea- · 
protest at the Veterans Administra- ten veterans' programs. 

· · tion's.Wadsworth Hospital in West Wednesday, the .veterans sent 
· Los Angeles Saturday, waiting in · the President a telegram detailing 
vain for a response from President their grievances against the V_A and 
Reagan. t , . the proposed budget cuts, then. took 

On the lawn outside, three hun- over part of the Wadsworth lobby, . 
·ger strikers-:-two- of whom are pa- vowing they :would not leave until 
tients ·. at the nearby Brentwood Reagan met with them. · 
Hospital, a VA psychiatric complex · ~ut White House Deputy Press 
-staged an independent protest of Secretary Larry Speakes, who was 
conditions there. . . , · ··_: ,· with ~teagan at the President's 

. Both groups insisted that the ranch near Santa Barbara, said Sat-
issues-from hospital mistreatment · urday that the matter is being han­
to cuts in veterans programs-that. died by the VA in Washington. 
motivate their ·protest are broader · Speakes said the White House is not 
than the death last Sunday of the directly involved. 
emotionally troubled ex-Marine Insist on Seeing Reagan 
James R. Hopkins. In fact, two of 
·the hunger strikers said they began McCarthy said his group has had 
their fast two days before Hopkins no contact · with VA officials in 
died, triggering _ the Wadsworth · Washington, a5iding that, · in· any 
"wait-in" protest. · case, the · protesters· would dis_cuss 

only hospital complaints with the 
'I Want Respect' · VA. Of their broader grievances, he 
"People are not aware of a lot of said, . :· ~--_ 

things that go on here," said John . "We aren't talking to anyone but 
Keaveney, 31. who ·said he stopped the President." · , : .. 
eating solid food May 15 along with As demonstrators planned a sym-
Marlin Adkins, 37. bolic Memorial Day funeral march 

"It's · a warehouse for· people. for Hopkins, whose body was found 
ihat's why I'm here," said Keaven- in his Calabasas home lying next to 

. ey, who served two tours of duty a liquor .bottle and an empty pill 
. · with the U.S. Army in Vietnam. "I vial, Vietnam veteran leader Ron 

want the respect of the American Kovic predicted, "This protest is 
people, the respect they owe us. • going to be big, very big." · . · 

"If not, I'll die." .. . . . Kovic led a 17-day hunger strike 
. Michael McCarthy, co-director of . . in Sen. Alan Cranston's (D.-Calif. ) 

the Center for Veterans Rights and Los Angeles office seven years ago 
one of the "wait-in" leaders said, to publicize the plight of Vietnam 

· "We are staying in the hospital until Pleas,e see VETERANS, Page S 
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