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rnank you Ior taking the time f¢ our long conversation this morning.
I very much appreciate your efforts in behalf of Vietnam veterans.
You expressed a strong interest in the Vietnam Veteran Outreach
Centers. I regret that neither the Veterans Administration nor

the national media have accurately reflected the true situation

regarding these Outreach centers.

Here are the facts:

1)The U.S. Senate did pass a version of a budget
resolution which was anticipated to end funding of the Outreach
centers. This fact was widely publicized.

2) The President subsequently gave his full support
in the House to the Reagan bipartisan budget resolution which
restored the overwhelming majority of previously proposed cuts
in veterans programs. The battle in the House was the
biggest fight of the year, and the President won that fight.
The level of funding restored is more than enough to fund
the outreach centers.

3) The Senators and Congressmen all understood that
the restored funding would keep the Outreach Centers open.

4) The congress has authorized the spending, but it

the OUtreach centers. This has overwhelming support in bo-
the House and Senate. The president is specii cally committe

funded and
‘open when Congress authorizes

of the Vete: as Admir st:1 tion




has been specific lly directed by the White HOuse to cease
proposed
plans to implement any/reductions in Veterans programs which
reversed and
were/restored by the Reagan °~ partisan budget resolution which
has pas: d the congress. In short, the Outre 1 centers'
extension 1is locked in by overwhelming sentiment in the

Congress and by the President's commitment mentioned above.

6) In part because of five points listed above, the American

Legion, the V.F.W., the AMVETS, and the Blinded Veterans

Association all endorsed the Reagan bipartisan budget resolution

which restored funding to a level which would permit the
centers.

extension of the Outreach/

I only wish that every news reporter covering veterans affairs

1s aware of these facts.

Again, thank you for your continued interest.

Cordially,

Morton C. B! vell
Special Ass: 1t to the President
The White HOuse













DRAFT

Mr. Ronald Bitzer

Center for Veterans Rights

514 West Adams Boulevard

Los Angeles, California 90007

Dear Mr. Bitzer:

I am pleased to respond to your mailgram posing a series of
questions about the Veterans Administration. I apologize for
the delay in responding but wanted to allow time for my staff
to thoroughly review your concerns. I will respond below to

each question:

DNalasrad Qtnace Avnana~a Viatnam '\7n+’\rans

1. Mr, Hopkins' case was thoroughly reviewed by a panel of
psychiatrists at the Brentwood VA Medical Center, prompted

by his demands made at the Wadsworth VA Medical Center.

No evidence of a post-traumatic stress disorder was found but

he did have psychological s ptoms which preceded h military
service. The criteria, as described in the Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual III, specifically indicate that the symptomatology

ist occur ¢ :r sev e stressor di ng :tiv military service.

2. No treatment was recommended for Mr., Hopkins nor was

medication prescribed. The VA assures me that they will be
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Mr. Ronald Bitzer

glad to investigate this matter further but some time would be
required to obtain the medical records and have them reviewed
by their Central Office psychiatristss The Coroner's Report is

not yet a .lable.

3. In March 1980, the Veterans Administration liberalized its
method of considering a psychiatric disorder having its onset
with a life threatening episode in military service, including
being a Prisoner of War.

It established a proc lure to be followed in examining veterans
which would elicit information to establish a proper diagnosis,
which would lead to the grant of service connected compensation
for post-traumatic stress disorder. The procedure and grant
of benefits were a liberalization, in line wi ~ the latest findings

of the American Psychiatric Association,

4. The VA has been actively involved in an educational program

to acquaint their staff with the characteristic symptomatology of
- s d o e A re >

of VA and non-VA experts has been utilized in this program,

especially in the VA's Vietnam Veteran outreach programs.,

Tt 7 will continue to stress the impor ace of recognizing this

" sorder, & v y other mental d »Hrc =,
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He=21th P»nblems Related to Agent Orange E :bic le Exposure

l. The VA has not failed to instruct its physicians in the
diagnosis of chloracne. Two educational conferences for the
—avironmental Physicians in VA medical centers have dealt with
tt  condition and its diagnosis. In addition, a separate task
force was created to prepare a d¢ iled and even more

defin ve discussion of the diagnosis. It has .most completed
its work.

The VA has had no development over the last few weeks that
would warrant elaboration of Dr. Shepard's statement of

April 27, 198l. No evidence has been brought forward, in fact,
that VA physicians are misdiagnosing chloracne or that it has
been a pivc 1 consic ration in dei " 1g with the problems of

Vie am veterans.

2. On July 1, 1980, the Veterans Administration wrote to you

denying your appeal under the Freedom of Information Act for
A \

California ad informing you that the agency would consider

your request under the authority and requirements of Title 38

United States Code, paragraph 330l, A definitive answer to your
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request was postponed pending a comprehensive review and evalua=-
tion for the former Administrator concerning the general area of
name and address disclosures. This review was not completed
because of the change in Administrations. Policy options in this

area will be presented to the new Administrator upon his appointment.

3. There is no need at this time to )point 1 outside group to
examine tt VA's handling of '"re=entry problems' which may have
resulted from Agent Orange exposure. The issues surrounding the
use of Agent Orange in Vietnam relate to physical conditions more
thi to "re=entry.,'" The Veterans Administration is actively
pursuing answers to the medical questions related to Agent Orange

exposure,

4. Neither the officials at the Veterans Administration nor I can
speak for those who picketed the VA Central Office on May 22,
1981, We understand, however, that the approximately 30 individuals

who demonstrated there were part of a conference of about 200

claims of disability due to Agent Orange and delayed stress.
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Mr, onald Bitzer

2. There are no planned redit :ions of physician positions in the

VA medical care system now or in the foreseeable future.

I appreciate the oppori ity to provide this information.

Lydia B. Mavridis 101B Extn. 5081












MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 17, 1981

TO: LARRY SPEAKES /f

FROM: MORTON BLACKWELL ,'/’/2\

RE: Press inquiries relating to Michael Chapman, California veteran
Bob Coy, Acting General Counsel at the VA, called concerning our
request for information on Michael Chapman, the hunger striker who
reportedly had a heart attack this morning. The VA doctors have talked

to his doctors, and discovered the following:

(1) Chapman, 29, suffered from chest pains this morning and was
admitted to Glendale Memorial Hospital at 3:00 A.M.

(2) He has had heart trouble before, for which he was admitted
to another hospital in 1979.

(3) There was an irregular heart beat, but no evidence of a
heart attack. He has a "metro-valve disease."

(4) He is how_in satisfactory condition and._doing.well. . He. is
being given liquid through an IV but is taking no solid food.
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DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

PATRIOTIC HALL-1816 SOUTH FIGUEROQA STREET
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA §0015

ROBERT L. KINGSBURY

' \ J‘une 5’ 1981 DIRECTOR

WM. A REYNOLDS
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Honorable Kenneth Hahn
Supervisor, Second District
County of Los Angeles

866 Hall of Administration

Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisor Hahn:

Bill Reynolds has advised me of your telephone call on June 1,
1981, concerning the Vietnam Veteran hunger strikers at Wadsworth
Hospital; and I have read the newspaper account of your visit to
them.

You may recall that Coroner Tom Noguchi stated on May 20, 1981,
that he had ordered an investigation into the death of former
Marine James Hopkins with regard to his alleged exposure to Agent
Orange. I wrote to the Coroner asxking for the results of that in-
vestigation and his letter of reply is attacned.

The release of his findings, I believe, is probably the extent to
which this Department and the County should go at this time barring
unforeseen circumstances.

Information reaching me from usually reliable sources indicates
that the hunger strikers themselves are sincere but perhaps mig-
guided individuals who geauinely believe that wnat they are doing
is appropriate. There is wvery little support for them from the
veterans community as a whole because it is widely believed that
two non-striking individuals (Ron Kovic and Ron Bitzer) are manip-
ulating end exploiting the group to serve thelir own self-seeking
purposcs. Both of these individuals are very suspect to the vet-
erans community because of their past Listory of participation in
radical protests. DBoth were associated with the anti-war movcment
and continue to involve themgelves in a variety of anti-establishnent

causes.
I would at this time respectfully v ze at poi ot of
extreme caution.
Siggerely,
/; ;
\\);"\ . ,;‘r‘/‘/‘/‘ .
AROBEAD ‘L. KINGSBUR
Major,

—Linjk Directo




THOMAS T NOQO
CHIEF MEDICAL EXAM
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SO 37563

COUNTY O LOS /£ GLELES
DEPARTMENT OF CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER
HO4 NO. MISSION D, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 20033

(213} 226 BO24 OFFICEL HOURY
(213) 226 HOOUI AF1ER HOURS

UCHIL M D May 28, 1981

INER-COHNDNER

Robert L, Kingsbury

Major, USA Ret.

Director

County of Los Angeles

Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Patriotic Hall, 1816 South Figueroa St.

Los Angeles, CA 90015

Dear Major Kingsbury:

Thank you for your letter and interest in our investigation into
the death of James Hopkins,

We intend to do all within our ability to attempt to determine
the role played by exposure to Agent Orange, realizing that it
is a matter of great concern to many Vietnam veterans and their
families,

Just as soon as we have closed this case I shall forward our
findings to you,

(// Lk / chigs T
Thomas T, Noguchi, M,D.
Chief Medlcal Examiner-Coroner

TTN:c °
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Che New Pork Times

Remembering Vietnam

Commemorating war dead in art is a rite as old as
memory and mourning, so it was inevitable that there
would be a competiton for a Vietnam War Memorial in
Washington. The winning design, by Maya Ying Lin, a
Yale architecture student, is for a low, angled wall in-
scribed with names, to be built between the Lincoln
Memorial and the Washington Monument. The horizon-
tal lines, the simple geometry and the somber stone
create a mood that is sober and eternal.

The Vietnam war is not easy to memorialize; even
the competition was protested by some who also pro-
tested against the war, and the monument 18 [ikely to
remain a controversial site for some time to come.

But the controversy reflects more than bitterness
left over from the war. It used to be much simpler to
build a monument. The roll of honor on bronze tablets,
or the statue of the fallen warrior holding a flag ap-

peared predictably on the village green. Anonymous
generals and unknown soldiers furnish innumerable
traffic islands. Forgotten heroes dot the nation’s parks.
The uniforms change, the heroes sit or stand or occa~
slonally ride a horse, but the message remains the
same: a noble cause well served.

Nowadays, though, patriotism {s a complicated
matter. Ideas about hero{sm, or art, for that matter,
are no longer what they were before Vietnam. And

there is certainly no cansensus yet ¢ what 1se
mightbavebeenserves 1~ Vietnam war.
But perhaps that {s why tne V-gshaped ack gran-

ite lines merging gently with the sloping earth make
the design seem a lasting and appropriate
image of dignity and sadness. It conveys the only point
about the war on which people may agree: that those
who died should be remembered.



VIETNAM VETE®*~S MEMORIAL DESIGN

The purpose of the Vietuam Veterans Memorial Fund is to establish
a4 permanent national memorial in Washington, D.C. to all Americans who
served in the armed forces in the Vietnam War--~those who returned, those
who were wounded, those who gave thelr lives and .those who are still
unaccounted for, The memorial design, in its setting of green lawns,
stately trees, pleasant walkways, and modest landscaping will be an
eloquent tribute,.

To obtain a design for the memorial, VVMF conducted a nationwide
competition, which was open to all Americans over 18 years old.

A total of 2573 individuals and design teams registered, making
the competition the largest ever held for an actual project in the United
States-and perhaps the world. Actual design entries in the competition
total 1421, which were judged anonymously by a jury of eight internationally
known architects, landscape architects, and sculptors.

All eight jurors were personally interviewed by the VVMF to ascertain,
among other things, their sensitivity to the nation's need to provide
appropriate recognition to the men and women who served in Vietnam. All
jurors were required to read extensively from the most current literature
about the war authored by Vietnam veterans.

VVMF and the design competition winner are now engaged in the development
phase of the winning design concept. During this phase, which is taking
place concurrently with the engineering of the project, all appropriate
details and refinements will be eonsidered and decided upon.

Among the questions to be considered are safety, aceess for the handi-
capped, appropriate inscriptions and identification of the memorial, drain-
age and size of lettering. While final details are yet to be worked out,
all o! the following criteria will be met for the memorial.

e 1t will be appropriately identified as the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial.

e It will be fully accessible to the handicapped.

e Adequate drainage will be provided.

° L1 ety 1 will ber =

VUMF was founded and is directed and managed by Vietnam veterans, who
undertook the effort for the memorial to insure that their comrades who
died, as well as all others who served, receive fitting and proper honor
and recognition from American society. The memorial, extending over 400
feet in length in the most prominent of locations, will be among the most
heautiful and magnificent ever built in the Nation's Capitol.
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VA e |News Release

June 8, 188]

LOS ANGELES — After 18 days of sit-ins, hunger s{ﬁkes and sleep-ins,
VA officials &t the Wadsworth VA Medical Center ordered tho  articipating
in such desonstrations to vacate the premises.

The order, issved hy Wadsworth Directer Willjam K. Anderson at 5:3D &.m,
1oday, &tvised the demonstyaiors 1o leave or face arrest by VA police.

Most of the desonstvators who were in terie on the bospital grounds cosplied

with the order. However, seven of the dengnstrators who were sieep—ins in the

hospitzl lobby gid not comly #nd were removed by VA police to another location
Jor processing.

Robert Cay, Acting YA General Lounsel, chief spokesman for the VA, held
repeated neetings with the lesders of the demonstrators in an effort tov review
their complaints. As b result of these discussfons, two letters addressing their
G ns were transwitted 10 wkesmen Tor the desonstrators frox Acting YA ARdein-
istrator, Dr. Donalcd L. Custis. These responses were rejected by the desgnsirators,

The continued presence of the demonstrators inmside and on hospital grounds
began to adversely 2ffect patient care and other hospita) o _rations. It was at

3 point the decision was made v notify the desonstrators that they must Jeave.

“the Veterans Adzinistration intends to fulfill 211 of the couritwents set forth
in the Custis Jetters, which were designed to address some of the rea? concerns
of the Vietnam veteran. 1 feel & mational ¥A workshop, which has been ammounced,
will be an important foruem where these concerns can be expiored further.®

£ £ £

<
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The hospital director szié he made the decision to evict
the -~ onstrators after 2 number of incidents were reported
that were causing an adverse effect on patient morale and employee
productivity.

while it is expected that most of the protestors, inside
ané out, will either leave peaceably or offer only passive resis-—
tance, assistance from law enforcement officials has been arrangead,
if needed, Anderson said.

"The more than 500 veterans who are patients in Wadsworth
and the four to five hundrec who come here dailv for outpaetient
care have a right to expect the full attention of management to
our primary Jjob of providing high guality hospitzl care,”

Anderson said@. "This demonstration has monopolized our attention

far too long."”

June %, 1981




L intformsvton Servi Washington, D.C.2 )
* (202) 388-2741

YO joerans tion News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Demonstrators who have occupieé the Wadsworth Veterans
Administration Hospital in Los Angeles for 18 davs were orderecd
this morning to leave or face arrest.

Bospital Director William C. Anderson saicd¢ the continued
presence of the two groups -- one in the lobby anc one on the

hospital grounds — had become a serious threat to the cuality .

of patient care.

He issued the order after leadership in the two groups
became so fragmented that further Giscussions with them became
impossible.

Anderson and his steff as well as Robert Coy, V& General
Counsel Irom Washington, have helé marathon ciscussions with the
groups' various leaders since May 30.

VA's Acting Administrator Dr. Donalé Custis has sent
two letters to the protestors addressinc the orig: al demands
of the group which first occupied the hospital lobby on May 20.
As the crowd outside the hospital was joinec¢ by sympathizers and

onlookers, demands grew more obscure ané the cont! uing dislogue

with VA officials deteriorated.

—more-=








