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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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Thank you for taking the time for our long conversation this morning. 

I very much appreciate your efforts in behalf of Vietnam veterans. 

You expressed a strong interest in the Vietnam Veteran Outreach 

Centers. I regret that neither the Veterans Administration nor 

the national media have accurately reflected the true situation 

regarding these Outreach centers. 

Here are the facts: 

l)The U.S. Senate did pass a version of a budget 

resolution which was anticipated to end funding of the Outreach 

centers. This fact was widely publicized. 

2) The President subsequently gav~his full suppprt 

in the Housa to the Reagan bipartisan budget resolution which 

restored the overwhelming majority of previously proposed cuts 

in veterans programs. The battle in the House was the 

biggest fight of the year, and the President won that fight. 

The level of funding restored is more than enough to fund 

the outreach centers. 

3) The Senators and Congressmen all understood that 

the restored funding would keep the Outreach Centers open. 

4) The congress has authori zed the spending, but it 

must now pass legislation specifically extending the life of 

the outreach centers. This has overwhelming support in both 

the House and Senate. The president is specifically committed 
funded and 

to keepi~ t~~ OUtreaqh centers/open when Congress authorizes 
~ ~~~ {u-HJlS ~ ~ /~'t~ 
;f ~ by law. 

5) The acting director of the Veterans Administration 



has been specifically directed by the White HOuse to cease 
proposed 

plans to implement any/reductions in Veterans programs which 
reversed and 

were/restored by the Reagan bipartisan budget resolution which 

has passed the congress. In short f the Outreach centers' 

extens ion is locked in by overwhelming sentiment in the 

Congress and by the President's commitment mentioned above. 

6) In part because of five points listed above, the American 

Legion, the V.F.W., the AMVETS, and the Blinded Veterans 

Association all endorsed the Reagan bipartisan budget resolution 

which restored funding to a level which would permit the 
centers. 

extension of the Outreach/ 

I only wish that every news reporter covering veterans affairs 

• was aware of these facts. 

Again, thank you for your continued interest. 

Cordially , 

Morton c. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White HOuse 
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Veterans 
Administration 

M.A~ 2 71981 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Office of the 
Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20420 

In accordance with your referral, I am pleased to enclose a 
suggested draft response to Mr. Ronald Bitzer. 

We do not believe it would be appropriate for the President to 
sign this response and suggest it be signed by a White House 
official at a lower level. 

Mr. Bitzer and his Center for Veterants Rights have been 
involved for some time with issues related to Vietnam veterans. 
He is currently one of the leaders in the 11wait-in11 at our 
Wadsworth VA Medical Center. Consequently, any response 
will undoubtedly receive wide, negative publicity in the southern 
California area. 

Acting Executive Assistant 
to the Administrator 

Enclosures 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

MAY 2 71981 
Mr. Morton Blackwell 
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The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

In accordance with your referral, 1 am pleased to enclose a 
suggested draft response to Mr. Ronald Bitzer. 

We do not believe it would be appropriate for the President to 
sign this reaponee and suggest it be signed by a White House 
official at a lower level. 

Mr. Bitzer and his Center for Veteran1s Rights have been 
involved for some time with issues related to Vietnam veterans. 
He is currently one of the leaders in the "wait-in" at our 
Wadsworth VA Medice.l Center. Consequently, any response 
will undoubtedly receive wide,. negative publicity in the southern 
C-aliforni• area. 

JOS -PH J. FOLEY 
Acting Executive Assistant 
to the Administrator 

Enclosures 



DRAFT 

Mr. Ronald Bitzer 
Center for Veterans Rights 
514 West Adams Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90007 

Dear Mr. Bitzer: 

I am pleased to respond to your mailgram posing a series of 

questions about the Veterans Administration. I apologize for 

the delay in responding but wanted to allow time for my staff 

to thoroughly review your concerns. I will respond below to 

each question: 

Delayed Stress Among Vietnam Veterans 

1. Mr. Hopkins' case was thoroughly reviewed by a panel of 

psychiatrists at the Brentwood VA Medical Center, prompted 

by his demands made at the Wadsworth VA Medical Center. 

No evidence of a post-traumatic stress disorder was found but 

he did have psychological symptoms which preceded his military 

service. The criteria, as described in the Diagnostic and 

Statistical Manual III, specifically indicate that the symptomatology 

must occur after a severe stressor during active military service. 

2. No treatment was recommended for Mr. Hopkins nor was 

medication prescribed. The VA assures me that they will be 
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Mr. Ronald Bitzer 

glad to investigate this matter further but some time would be 

required to obtain the medical records and have them reviewed 

by their Central Office psychiatrists. The Coroner's Report is 

not yet available. 

3. In March 1980, the Veterans Administration liberalized its 

method of considering a psychiatric disorder having its onset 

with a life threatening episode in military service, including 

being a Prisoner of War. 

It established a procedure to be followed in examining veterans 

which would elicit information to establish a proper diagnosis, 

which would lead to the grant of service connected compensation 

for post-traumatic stress disorder. The procedure and grant 

of benefits were a liberalization, in line v.i th the latest findings 

of the American Psychiatric Association. 

4. The VA has been actively involved in an educational program 

to acquaint their staff with the characteristic symptomatology of 

the post-traumatic stress disorder. A resource group composed 

of VA and non-VA experts has been utilized in this program, 

especially in the VA1s Vietnam Veteran outreach programs. 

They will continue to stress the importance of recognizing this 

disorder, as well as any other mental disorder. 
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Mr. Ronald Bitzer 

Health Problems Related to Agent Orange Herbicide Exposure 

1. The VA has not failed to instruct its physicians in the 

diagnosis of chloracne. Two educational conferences for the 

Environmental Physicians in VA medical centers have dealt with 

the condition and its diagnosis. In addition, a separate task 

force was created to prepare a detailed and even more 

definitive discussion of the diagnosis. It has almost completed 

its work. 

The VA has had no development over the last few weeks that 

would warrant elaboration of Dr. Shepard I s statement of 

April 27, 1981. No evidence has been brought forward, in fact, 

that VA physicians are misdiagnosing chloracne or that it has 

been a pivotal consideration in dealing with the problems of 

Vietnam veterans. 

2. On July 1, 1980, the Veterans Administration wrote to you 

denying your appeal under the Freedom of Information Act for 

the names and addresses of Vietnam veterans residing in 

California and informing you that the agency would consider 

your request under the authority and requirements of Title 38 

United States Code, paragraph 3301. A definitive answer to your 
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Mr. Ronald Bitzer 

request was postponed pending a comprehensive review and evalua­

tion for the former Administrator concerning the general area of 

name and address disclosures. This review was not completed 

because of the change in Administrations. Policy options in this 

area will be presented to the new Administrator upon his appointment. 

3. There is no need at this time to appoint an outside group to 

examine the VA 1s handling of " re-entry problems" which may have 

resulted from Agent Orange exposure. The issues surrounding the 

use of Agent Orange in Vietnam relate to physical conditions more 

than to 11 re•entry. 11 The Veterans Administration is actively 

pursuing answers to the medical questions related to Agent Orange 

exposure. 

4. Neither the officials at the Veterans Administration nor I can 

speak for those who picketed the VA Central Office on May 22, 

1981. We understand, however, that the approximately 30 individuals 

who demonstrated there were part of a conference of about 200 

veterans who met in Washington to expr e ss their conce rns r e garding 

claims of disability due to Agent Orange and delayed stress. 
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Mr. Ronald Bitzer 

Budget Cuts in the VA 

1. All federal activities have been asked to participate in efforts 

to control deficit spending. The VA budget, through realignment 

of existing resources, permits the Veterans Administration to 

continue to treat a record number of veteran patients with a 

professional staff of unprecedented quality. I believe that the 

American people can be confident that the health care of this 

Nation1s veterans is not being neglected. 

The Academic Affairs Information Letter which you referred to in 

your mailgram urged VA facilities to search for methods of cost 

containment. The letter points out that housestaff save money: 

11As long as house staff provide essential patient-care services, 

the Nation1s hospitals could thereby function with fewer practicing 

physicians resulting in lower operating budgets. 11 There is reference 

to a private (not VA) hospital where the cost was up to 60 percent 

more on teaching versus non-teaching floors of the hospital, largely 

on the basis of more laboratory tests. However , all intensive care 

patients were admitted to the teaching floor which would require 

higher costs to deliver the more intensive care. 
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Mr. Ronald Bitzer 

2. There are no planned reductions of physician positions in the 

VA medical care system now or in the foreseeable future. 

I appreciate the opportunity to provide this information. 

Lydia B. Mavridis 101B Extn. 5081 
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TME OIAG~OSlS OF CMLCRAC~E DESPITE THE V,A, So•CALLE0 PMYSICAL 
f ► EXAMINATlO~ FOR - AGENT ORANG~ T~AT TME V,A, MAS A0MlNISTERE0 F0~ MORI 

THAN TWO YEARS AND T~E MORE .TMAN ~0,000 VIETNAM VETE~ANS WHO HAVE 
REQUESTEC SUCH AN EXAMINATIO~ FRO~ THE V,A, MoSPlTAL$ THRou,HOUT T► i 

( COUNTRY? -
WHY IS THE V,A, ONLY ABLE TO RESPOND TC QUESTIONS FRCM TME CENTER ,cH 
VETERANS RIGHTS CONCERNl~G T~IS IMPORTANT MATTER WITr THE A,RIL '21, -

( tqel STAlE~~NT FROM CR BARCLAY M SMEPARO TMAT 'THE TASK FORCE CON 
AGENT ORANGE) l~ CURRENTLV l~ THE . PROCESS o, RfFlNING 0IAGN0ST1C 
PROCEDURES RELATIVE TO C~LORAC~E?" . -

( 2. WHY MAS TMt ~ETERANS AO~l~lSTRATlON CENTRAL OFFICE REFUSED TO 
,,, ALLOW ,OR OE.NY - THE MARCH -ll, sc,eo REQUEST BY THE CENTER FCR V£T£RAN8 

0 ~ RIGHTS FOR THE ~AMES ANO A00RESSES OF A'L C1$A8LEO VETERANS 0, tHE 
{ VIETNA~ ERA - IN CALIFORNIA UNCER J8 u,s,t, SECTION llOl(F) ,cR - TH! 

PURPOSE OF OUTREACH TO T~E~ CO~C!RNING THE AGENT ORA~GE SERV1C£S Of 
THE VElERA~S AD~INISTRATl0~1 - . -

(. l, WILL YO~ APPOINT AN E•PERT PANEL 0, NON•V,A, lNDJ~lDUALI TC 
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. _ nger ~trik,irag Vets Yield on ,Key Poi . . ' .. 

. · ' LOS ~NGELES (UPI) •- A dozen However, toy said there was "still gart, the veterans have demanded ~n 

. Vletnam-era veterans on a hunget ' no end in sight We're still strug- . independent investigation df. VA 
strike hope to resolve the , three- ' gling with' some extremely d'ifficult hospitals1 niora researcli on the ef­
week Impasse through. negotiations and complex issues. We jUst don ·t fects of Agent Otange and recoghi• 
"{it~ 'a Veterans Administration Jaw- have soluti<;ins, btit we're stHI sttug- tion of delayed stress syndrome. as 
yer, a spqkeswoman said yesterday. gUng in good faith." I a meclical probletn. · . · , 
· the hunget strikers had vowed to c 1 d The lawn of Wadsworth hospital 
fast uhtil death unless President oy cance e a. return flight res- .has become a tent dty as number 0f 
Reagan met with them <!t Wadsworth · ~~;at~ff/0 WaStlington to contfnue veterans and stipportei;s qave jdined 

· VA Hospital, but there were ini:iica- . . . . · • . the hunget strikers ih their protest. 
ti9hs the protesters might be Willing1 Neither Coy nor Bitzer would give . Six Veterans, known as the "Inside · · 
to s<;ale tlown that demand to some details of thei_r negotiations. , ' Six". have occupied' tlie h·Qspital Job- • 

' contact with the White House. , . In addition to a meeting with Rea- . by since May 20.' , ' 
1 

· "We ate hopeful th.e negotiations 
. will continue," said Pat Marinello, a 

spok!:)swomah for the hunger stri~-
• ers. "All the demands still stand and 

we're hoping the White, House will' 
tespond." ' · 

' ' Asked if the veterans were insist- . 
ipg on,a meeting wjth the ~resi~eht, · 
Matmello said, "All I'm going tq say 

t . is we are Still hoping for a response 
from the White House.'' 

r . Representatives of the . hunger 
, strikers began meeting with.VA Gen, 

era) ~0111:~el. Robert Coy Thursday. 
Ron Bitzer, who has met with Coy 

as a representative of tbe 12 )rnnger 
strikers and six veterans holding a 
sit-in in the hospital lobby, was op­
timistic · the dispute could be te-
sol ved by today . . · . · . 

"We are serious about resolving 
this hunger strike," Bitzer said Fri-
day. ' 

D-
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THE WHIT E HO U SE 

W AS HIN GTON 

June 17, 1981 

TO: LARRY SPEAKES 

FROM: MORTON BLACKWEL~ 

RE: Press inquiries relating to Michael Cha,pman, California veteran 

Bob Coy, Acting General Counsel at . the VA, called concerning our 
request for information on Michael Chapman, the hunger striker who 
reportedly had a heart attack this morning. The VA doctors have talked 
to his doctors, and discovered the following: 

(1) Chapman, 29, suffered from chest pains this morning and was 
admitted to Glendale Memorial Hospital at 3:00 A.M. 

(2) He has had heart trouble before, :f;or which he was admitted 
to another hospital in 1979. 

(3) There was an iriegular heart beat, but no evidence of a 
heart attack. He has a "metro-valve disease." 

( 4) He is now _in .sat:;i._s,fa.ctory . condition . a.nd ~_doing ::well. _::He ~_is 
being given liquid through an IV but is taking no solid food. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

THE WHITE H O USE 

MORT BLACKWELL 
134 EOB 

WASHINGTON 

Attn: Kathy Christiansen 

Admiral Garriaef 

June 10, 1981 

Herewith is the material I mentioned to you Kathy 



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY Ai\D VETERAI\iS AFFAIRS 

PATRIOTIC HAL. L • 1816 SOUTH F IGUEROA STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORN IA 90015 

June 5, 1981 

Honorable Kenneth Hllhn 
Supervisor, Second District 
County of Los AnGeles 
866 Hall of Administration 
Los Angeles, California 90012 

Dear Supervisor Hahn: 

ROBERT L. K INGSBURY 
D IRECTOR 

WM . A . REYNOLDS 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

Bill Reynolds has advised me of your telephone call on June 1, 
198'1, concerning the Vietnam Veternn hunger strikers at Wadsworth 
Hospital; and I have read the newspaper account of your visit to 
them. 

You may recall that Coroner Tom No{jUchi stated on May 20, 1981, 
that he had ordered an investigation into the death of former 
Marine James Hopkins with regard to his alleged exposure to Agent 
Orange. I wrote to the Coroner aski~g for the results of that in­
vestigation and his letter of reply is attached. 

The release of his findings, I believe, is probably the extent to 
which this Department and the County should go at this time barring 
unforeseen circumstances. · 

Information reaching me from usually r eliable sources indicates 
that the h1mr;er strikers themselves are sincere but perhaps mis­
Q.lided individuals who genuinely believe that what they are doing 
is appropriate. There is -very little support for them from the 
veterans comm.unity as a whole because it is widely believed that 
~Gwo non-striking individuals (Ron Kovic and Ron Bitzer) are menip­
ulatinG and exploitinG the (?'.' OUp to serve th eir own self-seeking 
purposes. Both of these individuals arc very suspect to tho vet­
erans community bec aus e of their pas t t.istory of participation in 
rndical protests. Both were associated with the anti-war movement 
and continue to involve them□ elves in a variety of anti-establishment 
causes. 

I would at this time respectfully urge that our position be one of 
extreme caution. 

I .. . 
RLK:mjk 

f -. t'.. • , - "'· :· . 
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COlI~TY 01;, LOS A...'J"GELES 
DEPARTMENT OF CIIIEF MEDICAL EX.Ai'IJ~EH-CORONER 

1104 NO. MI SSIO N no, LO S ANGEL ES , CALIF O RNIA Q0033 

( 2 1.J) 22<5 8024 O F FI CE Ho un n 

(2 13 ) 22 6 8 0 0 1 A F r E:11 HOU RS 

THOMAS T NOOUCHI, M 0 

CMIE' MCOICAl. [>tAMINtn- CO IIO N t n 
May 28, 1981 

Robert L, Kingsbury 
Major, USA Ret. 
Director 
County of Los Angeles 
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 
Patriotic Hall, 1816 South Figueroa St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Dear Major Kingsbury: 

Thank you for your letter and interest in our investigation into 
the death of James Hopkins, 

We intend to do all within our ability to attempt to determine 
the role played by exposure to Agent Orange, realizing that it 
is a matter of great concern to many Vietnam veterans and their 
families. 

Just as soon as we have closed this case I shall forward our 
findings to you, 

/~./!i;jrr;,1 ' · . I 1i K-~ . , / / L /i J/4~) 
/;//J/4 J;.r / vl(/£,t(/ / V l 

omas T, Noguchi, M,D. 
Chief Medical Examiner-Coroner 

!J 
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, Los Angeles Counly Coroner Thomas T. Noguchi dis­
' closed 'fuesdny that he has ordered an invcr,tigntion into 
: whether former Marine James Hopkins died as the re-
.: suit of Agent Orange, a poweriul herbicide defoliant 

used in Vietnam. · 

1 : , "We're looking into the genetic aspects of Agent Or-
, i· · ~ ~·ange," Noguchi said in a telephone interview. 

· l · '.. < A coroner's autopsy Tuesday disclosed no specific 
·, · j ·' '. \ cause of death for Hopkins, 32, who died Sunday at his 

. I .. 

' f' 

; · ;, ,. Calabasas home. He was found lying on his bed with a ,, 
i <\ liquor bottle and an empty pill container nearby, sher- '· · ' 
i ·'.-::. ~· iff's deputies said . 
'•' ), ' 

i '.: : ~·· Shot Up HoBpital Lobby 
i ,; I'·: Last March, dressed in camouflage battle gear, Hop- _ 

; : ;; ,<:~kins drove a Jeep through glass doors of the Wadsworth 
! •~:':;:VA Hospital in West Los Angeles and fired shots into 
: ~.::~\the walls of the lobby. While surrendering to police, he 
;_ : .. ::,>;complained that he was suffering from exposure to 
i :: :>Agent Orange. · . · 
: r>.:~ · Noguchi said he ordered a medical examination of 
;•~-. ~~~:portions of Hopkin 's brain, spinal cord and other organs ' 
; ·. · '. and tissues to determine whether the herbicide played a 
\ .,</.:..,role in the veteran's death. 
: ·--~ .. :: I-le said the examination would be conducted by the 

: · coroncl''s staff and by a group of "independent medical 
·· ·:·experts" and not by Veterans Administration officials to 

·· £:: avoid any possibility of bias in .he investigation. 
· ; >-< Veterans File Cln11s -Action Suits 

. - , (·i. 
, ·· .. ·:. "I don't want the VA to look at it," Noguchi said. "We· 
' ·• ;'! ;will not rely on the VA for scientific support." 

: ~.:: .. Vietnam war veterans-claiming indifferent and 
.. :_:,; ;cynical treatment by the Veterans Administration­
:~ : pave filed class-action lawsuits demanding that the VA 
.:~.:· J)ay closer attention to veterans who believe they arc 

. . ; .... sufferin g from exposure to Agent Orange. 
' -~ j:,:, Suzanne Carey Hopkins, 31, Hopkins' wife of 18 
. :, ,,:·months, said the cx-M'arinc had suffered from night 
'. _.t )':ma.res. Hopkins and his wife had returned Friday from a 
•:. '~-.: ".'. .:5cries Qf Vietnam Veterans Day apncaranccs in Tcxris. 
;. : -•~:_; A group of veterans plans a demonstration today at 
:: :;--~.~ the Wadsworth VA Hospital to focus attention on. vet-. ;: 7: ~ 'eran's problems. 
I ., • V 1' I ,,. "',.,1_, _________________ _ 
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VETERANS LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
(A National Veterans/Citi~~s Coalition) 

PLEASE RELAY TO THE HUNGER STRIKERS• 

DEAR VETERANS, 

MANY OF US WHO WERE IN VIETNAM ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED TO HEAR OF THE 
CONTINUING HUNGER STRIKE IN WHICH YOU ARE INVOLVED, WE WHO HAVE SEEN 
SO MUCH OF DEATH HAVE FOUND THAT ONE OF THE LASTING LEGACIES OF CUR 
TIME IN VIETNAM IS A PROFOUND REAFFIRMATION OF THE VALUE OF LIFE. IN 
A SENSE ~E WERE HELD HOSTAGE TO THE FUTURE IN THAT WAR AND CAME rO~t 
GRANTED IN SOME CASES TO AN UNTENABLE SITUATION BUT WE DID CCME ~O~t, 
IT WOULD BE INDEED THE SUPREME - IRONY IF THE LOSS OF LIFE WERE THE 
AVENUE OPEN TO THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE FOH YCUR 
FELLOW VETERANS• WE REJECT TMIS NOTION, THERE ARE OTHER OPTIONS. THIS 
IS NOT TO BE SIMPLISTIC IN OUR BELIEF THAT SUCH SOLUTIONS ARE EASY, 
OR WILL, IN THE END ACHIEVE ALL THAT WE DESIRE, BUT WE DO ~AVE ~GPE. 
IN DEATH THERE IS NO HOPE ONLY THE END OF ANY OPTION. WHILE WE CANNOT 
IN CONSCIENCE ENDORSE ANY ACT WHICH MAY CAUSE SUFFlRING OR LOSS CF 
LIFE FOR ANY HUMAN BEING THIS I! NOT A CONOEMNATIO~ OF THE ISSUES 
RAISED OR OF YOUR COURAGE AND COMMITMENT AS INDIVIDUALS FOR TA~I~G A 
STANO, RATHER IT IS A STATEMENT OF HOPE THAT YOUR DEVOTION WILL EE 
CHANNELED INTO AVENUES OF LIFE NOT DEATH. 

JOAN M MAIMAN, _.CHAIRMA_N,_ VETERANS LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

t51SO EST 

MGMC0"4P MGM 
This mailgram was read to the hunger strikers in Santa Rosa California 
by Mr. Pete Tiffany, Western Regional Director for the Veterans Leadership 
Conference on June 13, 1981. On Saturday evening after receiving this 
message the Santa Rosa hunger strikers renounced the hunger strike 
portion of their efforts to make the public aware and raise the issues 
of Agent Orange, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and the employment 
problems of the Vietnam veteran. 



Che 

WASHINGTON, DC, THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 1111 

Chicago Salutes · 
Korean And Vietnam Vets 

Timothy Patrick McOeehan, age 
two and one half, tell In tor mu1ter 
at the Memorial Dedication and 
managed • ,nappy Hlute H the 
colors were preaent~. 

Joan Maiman, hHd of th• 
Veteran• Leaderahlp Conference, 
and former nura• with the American 
Red Croa1 In Vietnam, 1tand1 
proudly with Joe Ambroae, age 85, 
WWI veteran of the European 
Theater, at the Memorial Dedic•• 
tlon to KorHn and Vietnam 
Veteran, In Chicago, IL on May 15. 
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years. "At 
· .rot [heat r 
ilieves it. is the ex e 

_,... e itoxic herbicicb'!' Age e, • 
· ~ i;I>o ugh Vet.erans • A n 

~ -~e •scantily <:lad rs disagree. -~ •ID" 
e~i fatigues; shorts an • - say it ~ .go aw~ :i>ut 1 't. . 
~ ;~ the stagnant, hwmd Was - .·. say ,t'.s not ~e~t ~ 'o · · 

. .iqgt{>n, all' :m the crowded room .atop they dan't say what .it JS." 

.St~ · Stepben and the Incarnation · The fast.ers ·and the Califonu 
. Chm~h. m Nort~west 'Washington ibased V-et.erans' Coalition they :repre­
W~ tlle_y 1U1d five other Vietnam sent want the federal Jfoyerriment io 
v~rfu each plSI!, w Jive on a ;gallon .. ifinance Jndepende11t research into the 
of ~r and .the juice of one -lemon a effects cm 'Vet.erans of such hem~des 
a,y 'iUiltil President )Reagan agrees t0 as Agent Orange that were sprayeq_ 

·. nie,et· ~th :theµi Md hear their de~ into >the dense jungl_es of Vietnam 
,ipan'M. . . ·· The American Council .on Science 
: '.< Aitdroff, .as, was an artille:ry for- and Health, a noqprofit group ohci­
w&M ~ -0'1server 'in the J\riny in 1967 . entist.s spc:ialiiing m public health JS· 

-·(iuf went out m the ibrush and ra- sues, announced :in A1>rll that ,their 
i~:the location of enemy, tafgets to ·studies found that the :herbicide ,did 
• dquar.tei:s. He joined · the fasting m0t cause. grave illnesses in humans·,, 
trj~ '90 dl!YS ~o and says be will sees ibut 'stopped ·short of ·maxing any con­
i ~ugli to the end. •~I g9t ;nothing dusions about the claims of the Viet-
~ ;I'm dying anyway ori the in,. -nam ·v:et.erans. . 

~int ;plan." . . · · Meanwhile, th_e EnvironmentalBro-
<..~jlroff's face, arms ancl. legs -~ · n .A,gency has balt.ed its efforts 
· ~ with 'Ted lesions ·that llav ·.2,1';5-T, lthe controversial he 
~ .•· . . "o_ut hol~ in 1iis s ·see S11RIKERS,ID4, Ool.! 
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STRIKERS,J'rom D1 
bicide -thal Ii a 1lOinponent ot Agent 
<lrange, and :hao ~ mwotJations 
.,_ :the domaillc ".111e of it, Sewral 
9tudii!li are \iixhr,way .on 1he «rects 
of iow doeee >tl 2,4,6-T -1 -Apnt 
o.qe on human:beinp. 

The eight men we protesters who 
ha.., brought their ~- from .acmes 
the country in a time-honored fashion 
of people who ha.., a .gcievance­

-<>0me to Washington 1o Jay your a.. 
mands at the doomlep of goyemment. 
The eight Vietnam veterans plan to 
camp - two at a time - in a t.ent .at 
I.afayett.e Park across from the While 
House, while the rest of them stay at 
the church.. . 

Moat of the fasters claim to 'have 
some-~ effeclll from Agent Orange 
but Androff, " Lee Angeles artist, is 
the ID08t dramatic example. Because 
of .Agent o~. he says, he has not . 
been able to father a child since be 
returned to the U.S. in 19119. •• 

The eight veterans came to -W asb­
ingwn Jast week, leaving Joor other 
faslers behind, including Michael 
Chapman, 29, who suffered a heart 
attack in W adswortli, Calif, The strik­
ers also want a nongovernmental in­
vestigation into the May 16 death of 
James R Hopkins, a veteran who 
died from a drug overdose afu!r .be-

1 coming a ~use celebre in California 
for his elfor!B to get the Veterans Ad­
ministration to certify his hearing loss 
a, oervice related. 

Hopkins' death ignited a torch in 
the heart-Of the festers that"their sup­
porters aay .they will carry until the · 
federal government also approves a ci­
vilian rea<!justment program for Viet­
nam veterans to help those who suffer 
from alcholism, drug addiction and 
emotional problems. The sum of such 
pub~ /U:"°ng Vietnam veterans.re­
~. peen diagnoeed as delayed 
-- •~V"lOtnam gyndrome. 

•1 ~ :be ,able to know that 
,Mhen'J;in'feelq-suii:illal or homicidal 
l can get halp before J ~•thing I 
don't want to do,1 ~ aays 
calmly, as the long'lep,,m.hia 6-foot-4 
frame strereh over a iumpnnd-.oouch. 
~And I want to do -the~ilelayed 
strw robbed me of.". \l'~ ~ . 

Dorr, 34, oays be has 'lilll.MhOllll 
and has been ameted 67MimM~ 
moetly £or drug and akobdl;31ffaiaee 
- sinre be ,was banded a 

charge from the Marine _ 
years .,_ He was in the 
County jail on a drunk dri · ~ 
when 1he raating started last .-tlif, 

He joined the fast ZI da,ys lllo. .anil 
though a weight is down i,,J;3 
to 184 pouac1s, his humor 19 
,minilbed. "'l'bn,e-lis of 
........ iLmi *- handed.hi&~ fled...-. 
,cup84bot 

JIJ' Rm Bneta - Tbe WMbinft,oa eo.i, 

Viel Yeleran Jobn 'Micbel
1
takea drink tlwaier as fellow..,_ llriken'Sle',e Almtlfand ..... Alvaloo - -.,~ ~ , 

they allow themsel""'I twice daily if 
they wish. 

Dorr enlisted in1 Torrence, Calif., in 
1964 when he was 17 and became a 
sniper in military zones where "any­
thing that moved was killed. 1 Jost a 

· lot of friends out' there. 1'.loet a lot of 
me," Dorr says, referring to the mem­
ocy 1J1- he slarted having while still 
in the service. 

He ·calls them emotional blackouts, 
lapses that came 20 to 30 times a 
day, "sometiffl"'! for weeks at a time:"­
lt was during these tim!!S that he oays• 
be would wander from city to cityi 
stale to state, get drunk, get in fights 
and usually wind up in jail. Now 
Jlorr's blackouts are minor and occur 
only once or twice a day, but the 
nightmares that take him back to the 
jungles of Vietnam remain: 

John Alvalos, a 34-year-old former 
Marine machine gunner, recently re­
luctantly separated from his wife and 
two children because he could not af • 
ford to support them. They now live 
with lier l)Qrellla in Glendale, Calif., 
their hometown. • 

Alvaloa, nicknamed-Gunner, ·was hit 
ily-11 mQ<tar 1!hell-in the legs and back 
m 1967 during a .raid. and :Isler was 
mded .a Purple 'Heart. He still has 
pain from the shelling and, combined 

with pain from arthritis in• his' spine: 
is unable to work. Alvalos has been 
unemployed -since last ~ ,and his 
only inoome is . a $59 weekly check 
Jrom his state's Social Security otr .... 
Because of the ·arthritis, Alva1os says 
the Veterans Administration has 
judged his condition .. ·nonduty .re­
lated. 
-"l was a patriotic fool. I enlisted on 

the Marine Corps birthday. I was a 
Boy Scout, and a Woodcraft llanger. 
Now I tell people I have disabilities 
and the government wori't P'\Y .and 
they don't know what to think," Al­
valos · aays, hunching bis broad shool­
~ers. 

'Ii 
ll 

Alvalos, who is Moot.-11; start,,d.
1
-

tbe fasung'Weigl,i,ig 220 pounds. His 
muscwar chest, arms an(I legs seem· , 
unaffected so far by the loss of 20 • 
_pounwdn 30 days. _ 

The 6-foot--11 .Androff is another 
matt.er. He has lost 14 pounds am,-. 
now weighs 154. His ribs lilmost pol<h 
out of his back. Hi!! gray eyos float jn, 
a pool of pink that should .he white. • 

~My mother called to tell me :to' :: 
take care of myself ..and to keep my •· 
diin up," he says laughing. "She says ~ 
wear clean underwear. You .-.er 
know when you'll have to go to the 
h ital." 
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We have just been informed that the Vietnam Veterans on a hunger 
strike in Washington have been granted permission to have their 
hunger strike on the site for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 

The purpose of this letter is to let you know that we have absolutely 
no affiliation with this group of Vietnam veterans, nor did they consult 
with us regarding their decision to take their hunger strike to the 
site for the memorial. 

I have also attached an update on the design for the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial. A recent article printed in the Wall Street 
Journal implied that the Vietnam Veterans Memorial would not be 
identified as the memorial to those who served in that war. As 
you can see from the enclosure, the Wall Street Journal editorial 
was inaccurate. 

We continue to make excellent process with our program. I believe 
we will be able to dedicate the memorial in November 1982. Needless 
to say we could not have come this far without the support you have 
given us. 

Pr 

JCS/ere 
I \ 

u 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, Inc. 

1110 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Suite 308, Washington, D.C. 20005 (202) 659-2490 



I , 
' ' 

I 

' 
I ' 
' ' ,, 

MONDAY, MAY 18, 1981 
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·Remembering Vietnam 
Commemorating war dead in art is a rite aa old aa 

memory and mourning, so it was ineYi~e that there 
would be a competiton for a Vietnam War Memorial in 
Washington. The winnins des.Ip, by Maya Yinl Un, a 
Yale architecture student, is for a 1~, angled wall i.D­
scribed with names, to be built between the Lincoln 
Memorial and the Wuhingtoo Monument. The horizon. 
tal lines, the simple geometry and the aomber aooe 
create a mood that is sober and eternal. 

The Vietnam war ls not easy to memorialtz,; ewin 
the co111petitioo was protested by 90me who alao ~ 
tested apinlt the war, and the mcn.ment ii likely to 
remain a cont.ro'l'ersial site for some time to come. 

But the cootrmersy renecu more than bitterness 
let\ a.er from the war. It used to be much simpler to 
build a momment. The roll of honor on bronze tablet!, 
or the statue of the ·fallen warrior, hoJdiD& a ftag •~ 

peared predictably on the village green. Anonymous 
pnerals and unknown soldien fumlsb innumerable 
traffic Islands. For8()tten heroes dot the nation's parka. 
lbe uniforms change, the heroes alt or stand or occa­
sionally ride a bor9e, but the meuqe remalns the 
same: a noble cause well sened. 

Nowadays, though, patriotism ii a complicated 
matter. Ideas about bwolsm, or art, for that matter, 
are no longer what they were before Vietnam. And 
there ls certainly oo con!let19US Jet about what cauae 
mfaht ba.-e been aened by the Vietnam War. 

But perhapt that Is why the V-ahaped, black gran­
ite lines me~ sentlY with the sloping earth make 
the winning deagrl seem a lastiDg and appropriate 
Image of dignity and sadness. It CUlftYI the ooly point 
about the war on which people may agree: that those 
who died should be remembered. 



VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL DESIGN 

Tltc: purpose of tlte Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund is to establish 
a perm~rnent national memorial in Washington, D.C. to all Americans who 
S(~rved in the armed forces in the Vietnam War--those who returned, those 
wito were wounded, those who gave their lives and .those who are still 
unaccounted f or. The memorial design, in its setting of green lawns, 
stately trees, pleasant walkways, and modest landscaping will be an 
eloquen t tribute •. 

To obtain a design for the memorial, VVMF conducted a nationwide 
competition, which was open to all Americans over 18 years old. 

A total of 2573 individuals and design teams registered, making 
Llte competition the largest ever held for an actual project in the United 
States-and perhaps the world. Actual design entries in the competition 
total 1421, which were judged anonymously by a jury of eight internationally 
known architects, landscape architects, and sculptors. 

All eight jurors were'personally interviewed by the VVMF to ascertain, 
among other things, their sensitivity to the nation's need to provide 
appropriate recognition to the men and women who served in Vietnam. All 
jurors were required to read extensively from the most current literature 
abou t the war authored by Vietnam veterans. 

VVMF and the design competition winner are now engaged in the development 
phase of the winning design concept. During this phase, which is taking 
place concurrently with the engineering of the project, all appropriate 
details and refinements will be considered and decided upon. 

Among the questions to be considered are safety, access for the handi­
capped , appropriate inscriptions and identification of the memorial, drain­
age and size of lettering. While final details are yet to b~ worked out, 
all of the following criteria will be met for tl1e memorial. 

• It will be appropriately identified as the VieLnam 
Ve terans Memorial. 

• It will be fully accessible to the handicapped. 

• Adequate drainage will be provided. 

• All sa t ety needs will be met~ 

VVMF was founded and is directed and managed by Vietnam veterans , who 
undertook the effort for the memorial to insure that their comrades who 
died, as well as all others who served, receive fitting and proper honor 
and recognition from American society. The memorial, extending over 400 
feet in length in the most prominent of locations, will be among the most 
beautiful and magnificent ever built in the Nation's Capitol. 



.. 

THE NEW YORK TIMES, SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 1981 

Vietnam War Memorial. Captures 
Anguish of a Decade OfDoubt 

United Pniu lntem&tlonal 

Maya Ying Un with her design for the natioaw memorial to Vietnam War veterans, to be built In Washlngton 

,By PAUL GOLDBERGER 
Si-:l&JIOTbe New Yorlcna. 

WASHINGTON - There was quite a 
flutter here recently when the winner 
of the natioowide competition to design 
a memorial to veterans of the Vietnam 
War was announced. The competition, 
the largest design competition ever 

held in the United States, 
An was won not by a natioo-

ally known architect, or 
Appraisal even by a practicing ar­

chitect at all, but by a 21-
year-<>ld architectural stu­

dent from Yale University. 
So it was perhaps no swprise that the 

winner, Maya Yang Lin, became some­
thing of an instant celebrity. Someone 
without an architectural degree had 
came in first in a field of 1,420 entries. 
The jury, as in all architectural compe­
titiom, had made its choice on the basis 
of the design alone. Its members had no 
idea who had designed tlle wirming 
entry until the decision was complete . 

The surprise of having a 21-year-old 
winner naturally focused a lot of atten­
tion on Miss Lin, so that the winning de­
sign itself tended to be obscured some­
what by Its creator's shadow. But time 
will surely change all of that, for Miss 
Lin's design appears to be one of the 
most subtle and sophisticated pieces of 
public architecture to have been pro­
posed for Washingtoo in many years. 

On tbeMall lo Washington 
The memorial is to be built in Consti­

tution Gardens, an ~ive laWlt at 
the west end of the mall, near the Lin­
coln Memorial. Misl!I Lin's idea is sim­
ple and dignified: She proposed a pair 
of 200-foot-loog black granite walls, set 
to form two sides-of an oblique triangle. 
Within the triangle, the ground slopes 
gently down, so that the walls are 10 
feet higb at the apex. On the walls, in 
letters three-quarters of an inch high, 
will be carved the names of the 57,692 
Americans killed in Vietnam from 1963 
to 1973. 

That is all there is. The memorial 
will not be a building, and it will not 
contain any sculpture or other decora­
tion. Although the walls will be covered 
with the names of the dead, it will still 
be, in a sense, a tabula rasa, a blank 
slate; for this memorial's special gift 
to ua will be its capacity for being inter­
preted m many ways. 

The memorial is to be dark in a city 
of white buildings. To visit it, one will 
genUy descend in a city in which other 
memorials gently ascend. Thus, it dif­
fers from the rest of Washington in 

much more than architectural style. It 
is not haughty in the manner of so 
much of official Washington architec­
ture; rather, it is discreet and quiet. 
· The memorial makes it clear that, 

because of the national controversy. 
1 over the Vietnam War, the struggle 

could not be commemorated with the 
,· unwavering certainty depicted in most 

of our other monuments. But the design 
does those who served in Vietnam no 



dishonor. I!ldeed, its extreme dignity 
and res traint honors these veterans 
with more poignancy, surely, than 
most more conventional monuments. 

Toe design is "mirjmalist," in a lit­
eral sense. But it is not the minimalism 
of a cube idly dropped onto a lawn. It is 
the minimalism of the giftl'Cl artist able 
to use simple means to achieve a com­
plex end. That is not easy. Much mini­
malism comes off merely as empti­
ness, but this design seem!! able to cap­
ture all of the feelings of ambiguity and 
anguish that the Vietnam War evoked 
in this nation. 

From Miss Lin's competition draw­
ings and a preliminary model made 
quickly after her victory was an­
nounced, one senses that this will be a 
place in which nature and architecture 
come into balance. The strength of the 
granite wall and the softness of the 
green lawn will contrast so as to pro­
vide the contemplative setting that 
such a monument requires. 

From the Vietnam Veterans Me­
morial there will be views of the nearby 
Lincoln Memorial and the Washington 
Monument, and not the least of the vir­
tues of this design is that it does not try 
to upstage its neighbors, reflecting an 
understanding of the differing purposes 
of the monuments. 

By its huge size alone, this competi­
t ion would have ranked as a significant 
event in current architectural circles. 
The COI!'petition in 1970 for the design 
of the Pompidou Center, the new mu­
seum in Paris, brought 681 entries, 
fewer than half the number that this 
competition attracted. 

This competition was also unusual in 
that it did not require that entrants 
produce an actual building; in fact, 
they were encouraged not to. The task 
given to the contestants called for a 
memorial that was "contemplative and 
reflective in character" and "not a 
poll ti cal statement." Beyond that, the 
designers were on their own. 1 

It was a particularly difficult chal­
lenge, because there is so little sense 
right now of an appropriate style for 
memorial:s. The equestrian figure that 
so filled the nation's parks and public 
squares in the late 19th century holds 
little power now. But modem architec­
ture has not done well at producing a 
memorial style suitable to replace it. 

A number of entries in this competi­
tion did try to return in some way to 
classical precedent, thus echoing the 
memorials now in Washington and fol­
lowing the current and, it · would ap- 1 

pear, growing fashion for classicism. 
But the jury of architects and land­

scape architects, which included Pietro 
Belluschi, Grady Clay, Garrett Eckbo, 
Richard H. Hunt, Constantino Nivola 
James Rosati , Hideo Sasaki and Harry 
M. Weese, had little interest in these ef­
forts and conferred secood prizes and 
honorable mentions on a group of de­
signs that, like Miss Lin's, were fairly 
abstract In nature. Many involved plat­
forms, groups of trees or arrangements 
of stark stone walls. . 

None of the runners-up were so subtle 
or so generally strong as Miss Lin's de­
sign, although some were quite provoc­
ative. The architects Abner B. Cohen 
and Winthrop W. Faulkner proposed a 
memorial that would have appeared to 
be a great American flag set on the 
ground, its stars made up of trees and 
its stripes made up of stone. Marie J. 
Loftus, a sculptor, suggested a sculp­
ture ma~e up of 57,000 10-inch-high 
carved figures, each representing one 
of the !'ar dead, set into a great in-
clined stone wall. . · · 

It w,ill cost perhaps as much as ~ 
million to build the memorial, accord­
ing to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund, the nonprofit, Washington-based 
organization that was authorized by 
Congress In 1980 to establish the me­
morial. Funds will be raised privately, 
and the group has thus fa.r obtained 
about $1 million. There is as yet no 
starting date for construction of the 
winniny design. 

: '•~ ·' l ·:. i •·',f 
I _. ,, 
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THE \\HITE I-IOl' SE 

June 16, 1981 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Frank Ursomorso 
,/'i - ./''1 
I I 

Morton Blackwel~ 

Wadsworth V.A. Hospital Demonstration 

Should anyone ask the President about the status of 
the demonstration at the Wadsworth V.A. Hospital , I suggest 
he make the following points : 

This was a Veterans Administration matter, 
which I believe was well handled. 

The V.A. worked with the original hunge r 
strikers and explained to them what our 
Administration is doing regarding Agent 
Orange research and other issues of importance 
to Vietnam veterans. On May 28, the original 
hunger strikers voluntarily broke their fast 
and went home. 

On June 9, when it was determined that 
continuation of the demonstration wa s 
intJfering with patient care, the V. A. 
peac1bly evicted the remaining demonstrators 

~ . 
from the hospital property. We have had had 
no further communication =rom this group . 

Frank , on another matter, I strongly suggest inviting 
Acting Administrator Dr . Donald Custis, nominee for 
Administrat:;-- Robert Nirn.-ao, nominee for Deputy Ad.-:ii.:::.:.s~~ator 
Allen Clark, Jr. and Nick ~ongworth of the V.A. 
Clark is a Kest Point grad who lost both legs i. ~ie~~~ . 
Inviting these V.A . leaders will strengthen the L~es 
they are building ~ith the veterans group ea-e~s . 



Veterans 
Administration 

June 17, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to The 
President for Membership 
The White House 

Office of the 
Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 

Groups 

Washington, D.C. 20420 

We have been advised that Michael Chapman, age 29, who 
allegedly is one of the second group of Vietnam veteran 
"hunger strikers" that participated in the recent Wadsworth 
VA Medical Center demonstration, suffered chest pains early 
this morning (June 17) and was admitted at 3:00 a.m. to the 
Glendale Memorial Hospital. It is understood that he had 
a previous history of heart disease, and had been treated 
in 1979 at the Long Beach VAMC. Upon admission at Glendale, 
he was suffering from an irregular heart beat, but further 
e xamination revealed no evidence of a heart attack. The 
heart rhythm is now essentially normal, and the patient is 
in satisfactory condition and doing well. He has received 
IV fluids and has taken other liquids by mouth, but has 
r efu sed solid foods. He remains in the hospital under 
observation. 

4: 30 p.m . 



June 17, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR : 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to The 
President for Membership Groups 
The White House 

We have been advised that Michael Chapman, age 29, who 
allegedly is one of the second group of Vietnam veteran 
"hunger strikers" that participated in the recent Wadsworth 
VA Medical Center demonstration, suffered chest pains early 
this morning (June 17) and was admitted at 3:00 a.m. to the 
Glendale Memorial Hospital. It is understood that he had 
a previous history of heart disease, and had been treated 
in 1979 at the Long Beach VAMC. Upon admission at Glendale, 
he was suffering from an irregular heart beat, but further 
examination revealed no evidence of a heart attack. The 
heart rhythm is now essentially normal, and the patient is 
in satisfactory condition and doing well. He has received 
IV fluids and has taken other liquids by mouth, but has 
refused solid foods. He remains in the hospital under 
observation. 

4:30 p.m. 



By Jay 'Mathews 
Washt-l'OIISlaffWrlltr 

LOS ANGELES, June 6-Twelve mm.­
ger strikers outside a V4lt.erilns Admuiistra­
tion hospital ihete have won'1)l'Olllise& of _ex. 

panded merucil treatnienl 'for Vietliam vet,. 
eram bat.iiiie sffll insimJjg .on -official White 
House ~ t.o a 'broad '1'8llge -of veter­
ans' ®iqplaints. 

ThOl!l Parish, who 1!e1Ved with the Navy 
in the Tonkin Gulf anil ii sopporting. the 
protest.em, said Friday the Whit.e House has 
.go far refused to send a representative and 
so ihe hunger strike, entering its third week 
for some of the µ; will continue. 

I There was indication that the protestezs 
" might accept contact with the White House 

rather than a personal meeting. with Pres­
ident Reagan, as they had demanded, and 
t.a1ks between the veterans and a VA attor­
ney were continuing tocho'- , 

The hunger strikezs and a few dozen sup­
porters are camped out in the lobby and in 
colorful tent.s on the outside lawn of the · 
huge 'VA hospital complex in West Los An-
geles. . 

They are asking- for more reeeaJ'.Ch into the 
long-range effects of toxic herbicides likt 
Agent Orange, ·used to remove jungle cover 
during the Vietnam war, and medical eJ[lllll­
inations for • all veterans who served in Viet­
nam to identify lingering health prob1ems, 
particularly the "delayed stress" ~YI}drome. 

Two VA officials from Washington told 
the protesters W edneeday that ,a team of 
out.side doctors would look .into complaints 
of inadequate care at the VA hospitals here 
and would investigate the case of ex-Marine 
James Hopkins, whose apparent stiicide·May 
17 set off the protest. 

Hopkins drove a jeep through the West 
J..os Angeles hospital's glass doors and fired 
shots in the lobby two months before his 
death, blaming his outburst on the hospital's 
failure to treat deimiess, which .he said was 
caused by contact with Agent Orange. 
· "Professionally and personally, we are all 

concerned about our vets, concerned about 
Agent · Orange, concerned about delayed 
stress," said Nick Longworth, special assis­
tant to acting VA administrator Donald Cus­
tis and one of the officials who spoke to the 
veterans this wes)c, "We don't want any of 
those young men to hurt ·themselves out 
there." 

Longworth also said the VA would expand 
doctor education and examinations of pa­
tients complaining of "delayed stress" syn­
drome. · 

Gene Dorr, 34, one of the veterans sup­
porting the protest, said .he has been· ar­
rested 66 times in the psst several years for 
drunkenness and drug use and is unable to 
hold a job for more than a few months at a 
time. He blamed stress associated with his. 
service in the Marine Corps in Vietnam in 
the mid-'60s. _ 

Chuck Bass, · who has been on a diet of 
fruit juice and vitamins for the last 16 days, 
said, "I'm going to be here for the duration, 
until the problem is solved." Bass weighed 
about 270 pounds at the beginning of the 
Protest and has lost more than 20 pounds. I 
He was briefly hospitali7.ed earlier in the , ;

11 

week when he apparently fainted along with 
another protester. Both have returned to the 
protest 

p servation C y 
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I HAV E A ~o PY O A T EL EG RAM SE rr TO YO U O N M A Y 2 0 , 1 9 8 l BY 

A GROUP OF VIET A, VETERANS EmAGE I A DEMO TRATIO, AT THE 
1 ADS 1QRT H VA ED CAL CE I LOS At'I.GELES, CALI FOR IA. A 

U BER O OTHER VIET A, VE ERA , HO HAVE GATHERED OUTSIDE. THAT 

EDI CAL CEN R, HAV VO ED TO CARRY ON FAST UNTIL THE 

D ONSTR T RS RECEIVE A RESPONSE. TO THE R MAY 20 TELEGRA • 

I HAVE SEEN THE LIST OF OONvER S WHI H HAVE LED THE VIET~AM 

I 
VE ERANS TO SIT I I AT ~'ADSvJOhTH AV TO co. ucr TH FAST • 

.__ ~ OOV IOUSLY, THE VETERA S ARE SERIOUSLY CO CER D \LI TH THESE 

C Pl.AI TS A GRIVA1 CE -0 SHOULD B DE LT 1111TH FlJLLY A 

p THET I~ LL y BY OUR GOVER E~T. THE PROBLEMS or THJ::SE 

At-.S ARE CO TI UI G SY ,P""'O S OF HE TERR.-!BLE H RlTAGE 0 

PO S ISL E 1 0 PROV ID i:. A E PLY O HE V I £ T A V TERA S AVE 
CO TACTED YOU IN ORDER TH T YOUR AD I ISTRATIO ,AY OPE 

UL DIALOGUE WITH THEM IN ONNECTION WITH THE.I CONCER s. 
REGARDS. 

CORDIALLY 

ALAN CRA STON 
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, cp,-rr~: FRANK M. TERRY 
{After fiours:~213) 291-7631) 

II. 
~ . , 

M · Veterans \:e Adminisnation 

Offkio 9f 
.... o.a .. lMi(w. ~ . t:ml 

News Release 
June 9, 198i 

LOS ANGELES - After 18 days of sit-ins, hunger strikes and ~1eef,)-ins .. 
\ . 

VA officials at the Wa~ V.A Medical Ce-nter or@r!d those participating 

in s:uch d!!ao~trations ro Vi\cate the premises .. · 

1he order .. issued to' wadsworth Director William K. Amie?"'Son at 5;30 a.m. 

1::oday. ~sed ~ ~tors 1:0 leave -w face ,arrest .by VA police.. 

Nost m ~ dem:t!lStrators woo ~.,re in tents oo tm: hospiu.1 gt"OW')(!s complied 

-with 'the wder... &weYer., seven -of the dem,tistTirt.or-s who 1i@re -sleep-ins 'in -the 

hospital 1obby di1:I mt r;x;,mply and ~ remYed t>y VA w1ice to 11ncrther 11;)Crlion 

"fDr ~~ing.. 

Robert Coy. -Acting YA General ~el, chief spokeSman for the: VA. held 

repeated ia!etinps with the leiaders of the deC!On~b-e,tors in an effort to review 

their ~lfzints. f.s a ~ult of the>e oi~cussions. two letters -ll.dd~ing their 

concerns were tnm>llitted to spokeSaen for the demmstra~f~ Act1r.g VA Acinin­

istre.tor~ Dr. Dl;mald t. Custis. These responses were rejected by the demonstrators. 

~ continued presence of the d.eaQnstrators inside and on ho:spi~i groullC-5 

began to adversely ~ffect patient care 4\nd other hOspiu 1 oper-ations. lt was at 

this point the decision was made tt; notify the dexmstrator-s t~t t~ mu~t ie~ve. 

•We r.egy-et being fo~ to t6.ke such action, but despit.e this:•"' ~eid Coy. 

~ Veterans Ad:11rristnt1on intends 'to fulfill a11 fJf the ~tmer.ts set forth 

1n the Custis 1etters. which were ~si~ to lldt:iress s~ of the ~1 concerns 

of the Vietnam "~~. l -f@e l ~ mti ona l VA workshop~ .tr. c:h ~ f>eerl a~ l" 

~i11 he 11n i11POrtant form where tt.ese concerns can .be t!.XJ:)lored furt~r. 1i 

06/41 !SAD 
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The hospital director said he mace the dec i sion to evict 

the demonstrators after a number of incidents were reported 

th.at were causing an adverse €ffect on patient morale ana employee 

productivity. 

While it is expected that most of the protestors, inside 

anc out, will either leave peaceably or offer only passive resis­

tance, assistance from law enforcement officials has been arranged, 

if needed, Anderson said. 

"The more than 500 veterans who a!"e 02tients in Wadsworth 

and the four to five hundred who come here daily for outpatient 

care have a right to expect the full attention of management to 

-our prilnary job of providing high guali ty nospi tal car€ , ., 

Anderson said. 

far too long." 

.June 9, 1981 

"This demonstration has monopolized our attention 

f. 
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Veterans 
Administration 

FOR IMMEDDtTE .· RELEASE 

tntorm11UC>n Services Washingu,n, O.C. 20420 

(202) 389-2741 

News Release 

Demonstrators who have occupied the Wadsworth Veterans 

Administration Hospital in Los Angeles for 18 days were orderec 

this .morning to .leave -or :face .arrest. 

Bospital ·Director William C. Anderson said the continued 

presence of the two groups -- one in the lobby and one on the 

hospital grounds 

of patient care. 

·had become a serious threat to the guali ty 

Be issued the order after leadership in the two groups 

became so :fragmented that further discussions with them became 

impossible. 

Anderson and his staff as well as Robe~t Coy, VA General 

Counsel from Washington, have held marathon discussions witb the 

groups' various leaders since May 30. 

VA's Acting Administrator Dr. Donald Custis has sent 

two letters to the protesters addressing the original demands 

of the group which first occupied the hqspital lobby on May 20. 

As the crowd outside the hospital was joined by sympathizers and 

onlookers, demands grew more obscure and the continuing dialogue 

with VA officials deteriorated. 

-more-



ME 10RA 1DLT M 

July 6, 1981 

TO: 

FROM: 

ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

MORTON BLACKWELL 

THE WHITE HOL'SE 

WASHINGTON 

RE: Demonstrators demanding to see the President 

Although there continues to be media coverage of the demonstrators, 
some of whom are Vietnam Veterans, who are demanding to see the President, 
I strongly recommend that dealings with these people continue to be 
through the Veterans Administration. A meeting with the President for 
these people would only aggrevate the situation and give encouragement 
to a tiny handful of experienced agitators. 

We made the decision at the time of the original hunger strike at 
Wadsworth Veterans Administration Hospital in California that the 
Veterans Administration would be tasked with all direct dealings with 
these people. The letter to the original hunger strikers,which we 
drafted for Acting Veterans Administrator Dr. Donald Custis on May 28, 
caused the original five hunger strikers to break their fast and leave 
satisfied. 

Subsequently, on June 9, the Veterans Administration evicted the 
remaining demonstrators from the VA Hospital facility. Then a group 
of these demonstrators flew to i~ashington and are camping out each day 
in Lafayette Park. Others of this group are starting in California 
with the intention of driving across the country in an effort to obtain 
additional publicity for their demands to meet with the President. 

The leaders of this group include those who ran a similar sit-in 
demonstration in 1974 at Long Beach VA Hospital. The Veterans Administration 
informs us t hat several of the "followers" involved have records 
of psychiatric problems. 

In my judgment the President will serve neither the interests of 
the protestors themselves nor the cause of the Vietnam veterans by 
granting these demonstrators an opportunity for increased publicity 
and a confrontation. 

It is most important that we remember that the issues they are 
raising, namely increased study of the effects of herbicide Agent Orange, 
better health care for veterans,and the determination that delayed s tress 
syndrome is a service related illness, have all ready been addressed 
by this Administration, specifically in Dr. Custis' letter of May 28. 

Mr. Robert Nimmo and the leaders of the American Legion, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, and virtually every other Veterans group incl uding 
Bobby Muller's Vietnam Veterans of Ameri ca all agree that a Presidential 
meeting with these protestors would be counterproductive. To date 
I think that the Veterans Administration has done an excellent job and 
can be relied upon to h~ndle this matter best for the President. 

T 




