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MEMORANDUM FOR: JAMES BAKE..."R MAY 26, 1981 

FROM: KARNA SMAI.Lf f 
RE: VIETNAM VEI'ERANS PROI'ESTS 

I am concerned arout the various protests taking place regarding Vietnam 
Veterans and I understand that Elizabeth will bring up the subject at 
tomorrow's staff meeting. Since we will all be at West Point, I wanted 
to bring a few matters to your attention so you would be aware of the latest 
developments. 

1. According to wire stories (attached) there are 8 hunger-strikers -- some 
who have not eaten for 10 days. They seem to be supporting another 
group of Vietnam Veterans 'Who are staging a simultaneous sit-in at the 
VA hospital there in california. (The hunger-strikers are out on the lawn) 

2. The organizer of the sit-in sent a mailg;-am to the White House - to the 
President (attached). Morton Blackwell, of Elizabeth D'.:>le's shop had 
it and has been coordinating with "our" man at the VA (the only Reagan 
apr:ointee over there running the place: Nick Longworth) The demands 
in th~ rnailgram are lengthy and absurd, but Nick Longworth is working 
up a reply. Longworth feels that someone should GO TO CALIFORNIA to 
talk to these people to end the sit-in and hunger strike ••• he has offered 
to go himself. (I'm not sure that would be necessary, but obviously, that 
is something you all must decide) • The VA has been waiting for some sort 
of direction from the White House evidently. You should know that in the 
mailgram they refer to the late James Hopkins ••.. he had believed his 
hearing was impaired by agent orange and had demanded a device for his 
telephone. The VA hospital staff tested him, found no pronounced .impairment. 
Hopkins was so mad he crashed his car into the front of the hospital and 
later took an overdose and died. You should also know that the leader 
of the hunger-strikers has, according to physicians who have treated 
him, suicidal tendencies and has been a psychiatric patient. 

3. Another veterans group, organized by David Belding (who originally was 
with Vietnam Veterans against the war) called today. They had presented 
a !-bdonna plus 10 demands, or areas of concern, to the gate at Santa 
Barbara yesterday and wanted a resr:onse. I gave him a lengthy analysis 
of the budget (cuts restored for vets etc.) and what we're doing on 
agent orange. He was actually pleasant and said we should get that word 
out because his people did not know that. 

4. There are POSITIVE things we should get out arout Vietnam Veterans funds etc. 
and the story has not been told: 
(a) Gramn-Latta restores virtually ALL veterans rronies -- no medical · 

personnel will be cut, no regional offices cut - and we probably will 
not oppose funds for store-front centers. 

(b) We have an inter-agency task force examining scientific evidence on 
agent orange. 

(c) On-going budget expenditures will insure research on agent orange. In 
1981 we're spending 3.1 million, in 1982, we will spend $9.5 million on this . 
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PRESIDENT ~ONALD REAGAN 
WHITE ~0LSE 
WAS~INGTCN DC 20~00 

V 1 E T W .. V ~J t. R A NS AR E RE Q U E S T l NG A MEE T l N G W 1 TM THE P ~ E S I 0 EN T OF T HE 
UN IT ED S_T_~ J ~~ _J)Jil~_HHLJ.O..UB . .1E.t.C.Kl ~-1.r __ Jt~-t _~ l ~ 1 T TC ~O~t~ lRN C lL if.P.Rlli 
A T T ~ E S I T E OF n~ E r-u R C M 1 4' , 1· q 8 1 PRO TE S T B V TM E L. A t E J A fl' E S" R J: 0 p~ 
TO_=l,NHlJMANE TREATMENT BY VETERANS AOMlt-. _l&TRATION ~~RS _ONNEL J O lti! 
SICK VETERANS OF THE NATIO~, -

THE REASO NS FOR THE ~ECESSlTV o, TH18 PERSONAL. VISIT, WHICH &CM! 
VIETNAM VETERANS ANO SUPPORTERS ARE STRESSING ev OUR WAIT•iN ThERE, 
ARE THE FOLLOWING1 -

CELAYEC STRESS AMQ~G VIETNAM VETERANS 
"THERE ARE NO FEATURES, COMPLAINTS OR CLINICAL. FlNCI~GS TO SUPPO~T 
ANY RELAllCNSHIP TO AGENT ORANGE, OR THE POST.VlETNA~ STRESS 
SYNORO~E, ALTHOU~H T ► IS ~.s SPECIFICALL~ EXPLORED" ,~oM THE APRIL 
1•8, 1~81 CASE REVIE~ OF T~E LATE .JAMES R ~OPKJNS ' AT T~E BRENT~Ooo 
V,A, HOSPITAL BY DOCTORS CYRIL BARNERT, AAMZ1 KIR1AKCS, GERA~D 
MCKENNA ANC MANUEL STRAKER, 
j, WHY 010 THE BRENT~COO V,A, CASE REVIEW FOR JAMES~ HOPKINS 
tO~PLICATE TME CRITERIA FOR A -CIAONOSJS OF OEL,AYt0 STRESS BY A00ING 
IV~PToNS I~ -ADDlTION TO THE ~I~IM~M REQUIREMENTS - OF TME AMERICAN 
PSYCMIAT~IC ASSOCIATION (REFER TO TSEE OiAGNOSTlt A~D STATiifltAi 
MA~UALS OF.MENTAL OlSOROERS, lRO EDITION)? - -

r 2, WILL Yov ORDER AN IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION I~TO THE FAILURE OF 
r.Ac&woRT~ ANO ~RENTWOOO v,A, HCSPlTALS TC PROVIDE EVALUATION •~o 
~REATMENT TO THt LATE JA~ES HOPKINS? 
J, WHV ARE VIETNAM VETERANS, SPECIFICALLY SWORCS TO PLOWSHARES I~ SA~ 

/ FRANCISCO, QUlSTIONI~G T ► E ~COIF1tATIO~ OF THEIR CRITERIA FOR 
DISABILITY COMPENSATION To Vl!T NAM VETERANS ,oR 0ELAYE0 STRESS ev 
THE VETERA~S ADMINISTRATION, 80 THAT ,t~!R V!TfRANS ;UALITY FO~ 
SERVIcE•CO~NEcTEO OlSABlLITY ,~o REHASILJTATIO~ ,RoM THE GCV&R~MtNT, 

/ 4, WILL VO~ ORDtR A ~ATlONAL lhVESTlG~~lQN lNTC THE ~!T£RANI - . 
' AO,-,,INISTRATION PROGRAMS CF·"'PSYCMCL.OlilC"iL COUNSEL.lNG f'OR VlfTNAti' 

VETERANS BY A TEAM OF NO~•V,A, EXPERTS lN TME Fl~I.D ,CF O!LAYtO 
STRESS? 

HEALTH PROBLEMS RELATED TC •GENT ORANGE HER9ltlDE .£XPOSUR! 
"IT IS HIG~ TIME THAT THE VETERANS AC~JNlSTRATlCN ANC VARIOUS 
GOVERN~EhT AGENCIES BE SHAK~N FROM THElR LETMARGY TO~ARD ALL 

( 

VETERA~s,~ FROM - THE MARC~ 1~, ,~e~ JTAT~MEN! OF THE LATE JAME~ R 
HOPKINS FRCM THE LOCKED wARO OF TME BRENTWOOD V,A, MCSPlTAL, 
1, WHY MAS TH£ 9,A, fAILEO TO INSTRUCT THEIR !XAMINl~G P~V-ICIANS IN 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL • FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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THE OIAG~OSlS OF CHLORAC~! 0ESPITE TME V,A, SO•CALLEt PHYSICAL 
► EXAMINATIO~ FOR - AGENT ORANGE T~AT TME V,A, HAS ACMlNISTEREO FO~ ~O~E 

THAN TWO YEARS ANO T~E MCRE THAN 40,000 VlETNA~ VETE~ANS WMO ~AVE 
REQUESTEC SUCM AN EXAMINATIO~ FRO~ T~E V,A, MOSPlTAL& THROUGHOUT J~E 
COUNTRY? 
WHY IS THE V,A, ONLY ABLE TO RESPOND TC QUESTIONS FRCM T~E CENT!R FC~ 
VETERANS Rl~HTS CONCERNl~G T~IS IMPORTANT MATTER WlT~ THE APRIL 2T, -
1qe1 STATE~tNT FROM OR BARCLAY M SHEPARD TMAT "THE TASK FORCE co~ 
AGENT ORANGE) ls CURRENTLV l~ THE PROCESS o, REF1NlNG OIAGNCSTIC 
PROCEDURES RELATIVE TO C~LCRAC~E?" 
2, WMY MAS THt VETERANS AO~l~ISTRATlCN CENTRAL OFFICE REFUSED TO 
ALLOW ,OR OENY - TME MARCH ,Jt, i~eo REQUEST BY THE CENTER FOR V£TERANI 
RIGHTS FOR THE NAMES ANO ACORESSES OF ALL DISABLED VETERANS o; THE 
VIETNA~ ER• · IN CALIFORNIA UNCER J8 U,S,C, SECTION 3101(') ,cR - TME 
PURPOSE OF OUTREACH TO T~E~ CO~C!RNING fHE AGE~T ORA~GE $ERVlCfS Of 
THE VElERA~S ADRlNISTRATl0~1 . . -
J, WILL YO~ APPOINT AN EXPERT PANEL 0, NON•V,A, lN0IvIDUALI TC 
EVALUATE T~E NEED FOR A NATIONAL OELAYEC RE•ENTRY PRCGRA~ FOR ALL ·"•l ~l 
LLION VIET~•M VETERA~S w~o MAVE LACKEO lNFOR~ATICN AEOUT TME . 
VIETNA~ RELATED " PROBLEMS oF ·CELAYED IT~lss AND Ui~ OF TOXIC 
HERBICIDES1 - - . 

/ . '4, Wt-tV ARt VIETNAM VETERANS FL.ANNING TC PICKiT THE CENTRAL OFFICE ·CF 

/ 
' THE V,A, 1~ WAS hlNGTCN DC CN ,RICAY ~AY Z2, tq81 CONCERNING V~A, LAf~ 

1 
t OF ACT10~ CN HIE AGE~T ORA~GE 1SSUES1 

1 BUDGET Cl.TS It,~ THE V,A, 

/
"I CALL ON PRESIDENT REAGAN TO STOPS IPENOING MILLlO~S OF DOLLAR$ 0~ 
INAUGURAL SALLS ANO TO UTILIZ! THE MONEY FOR W~AT TM£ OEFENCE~S OR 
OUR FINE COUNTRY ARE ENTITLEC TO," ,ROM TME MARCH 19, 1~e1 $TAT£~£~T 
OF THE LATE JAMES R - ► OPKINS, -· - . . -
1, W~Y HAS THE DIRECTOR CF THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND SUDGtT 

"ORDERED A 7Q3 MILLIO~ DOLLAR REDUCTION lN THE ~EXT FISCAL YEAA eu0GIT 
OF THE V,A, - SYSTEMS ~lTMCUT ANY EVALUATION OF TME COSTLY MtClCAL ~-
SCHOOL AFflLlATlON I~ THE V,~, SYSTE~ ~HlCM CRAINS UF TO iO PE~CE NT 
OF THE MEDICAL BUOG~T INTO TRAINING costs (SEE JULY 3 1919 V,l, ·CEPT 
OF MEDICINE - AND SURGERV LETTER lL•lij•7~~")7 - -
21 ~ow ~ILL VtA• HOSPITALS BE AB~~ TO OPERATE AT ALL WITH TH~ PL,N~EO 
RtOUCTIO~ Cf e0,000 PHYSlClA~S lNe THE MOSPlTAL SYSTE~ SY t!8~1 - -

PLEASE RESPOND 
CE NTER FCR VETERANS RIGMTS 
RONALD BITZER -
TEL i1J• 74b~bl15 
51U ~EST ADAMS BLVD 
LOS ANGELES CA 90007 

1l1Z5 EST 

TO REPLY BY MAI LG RAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR' WESTERN UNION'S TOLL • FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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1cr idioots·c:ifcr in Stockto11:-:--:·:--·-· ,·~-votved· in the··c1a. ~to-·day--op·eration of the 
<l of r u.."':ning - . small system in . .. distric~ and is less likely%to delegate as much 
. of the parents and students are aut~ority as John ton did. . . · 
!thy or famous, Handler is in . ,_ . , :· · P ease e SCHOOLS, Page 5 

• • ---·· ··-... ·- ... -~~ . , &.,e...., ,.. • • ,, • • , -c, .. : ! 11111,'.;~ 

Harry Handler · afrer selection · as L.A. 
. schools chief. After intervieV'i1ng can&
. dates from across the country, the board 
promoted its deputy superintendent. 

JOHN OLIGNY / Los Angeles Times 

them to ca~p, but thousands of needy 
: summertime experience with their peers. 

.vir~ Under ~Vay __ 
: . . ; ; , . ... 

i .. \ . ~ .... ;· . 
-h ~d the average . cost of a week of camp to 
,re than $100, the generous support of Times ·•· 
,ders is more important than ever. Without 
s support,'many children will miss an invalua-
: experience. . . . .. . 
""2.ch child assisted by. the Camp Fund has 
:ed difficult personal circumstances-broken · 
nilies, poverty, _physical or emotional prob- . 
ns. . . , 
\1:any of these children work to earn a portion 
their fee by mowing lawns, selling peanuts or 
1dy, baby-sitting or doing odd jobs. But with- · 
: help from the Camp Fund, their savings can · 
-ely pay the whole bill. / 
Thousands of disadvantaged young people are 

, . : Please see CAMP FUND, Page 6 
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Protesters Say They Will Discuss Their 
· C<:>mplaints Abo.ut 'VA Only \Vith President 

By KRISTINA LINDGREN, Times Staff Writer_ 
~ . 

·· More than 30 Vietnam veterans . 
sat out the fourth day of their 
protest at the Veterans Administra-

. · tion's .Wadsworth Hospital in West 
' Los Angeles Saturday, waiting in 

· vain for a response from President 
Reagan. i , 

On the lawn outside, three hun
·ger strikers-:-two· of whom are pa
tients . at the · nearby Brentwood 
Hospital, a VA psychiatric complex · · 
-staged an independent protest of 
conditions _there. . . '. . . ··_: , · 

we have a meeting with Reagan," 
whose proposed budget cuts threa- · 
ten veterans' programs. 

Wednesday, the . _veterans sent 
· the President a telegram detailing 

their grievances against the VA and 
the proposed budget cuts, then took 
over part of the Wadsworth lobby, . 
vowing they \vould not leave un til 
Reagan met with them. · 

~ut White House Deputy .Press 
Secretary Larry Speakes, who was 
with Reagan at the President's 
ranch near Santa Barbara, said Sat-. . Both groups insisted that the 

·issues-from· hospital mistreatment 
to c·uts in veterans programs-that . 
motivate their protest are broader · 
than the death last Sunday of the 

. urday that the matteris being han
dled by the VA in Washington. \ 
Speakes said the White House is not 
directly involved. · · 

1 · emotionally troubled ex~Marine 
· James R. Hopkins. In fact, two of 
·the hunger strikers said they began 

•· their fast two days before Hopkins 
died, triggering . the Wadsworth 
"wait-in" protest. 

'I _Want Respect• 
"People are not aware of a lot of 

things . that go on here," said John 
Keaveney, 31, who said he stopped 
eating solid food May 15 along with 
Marlin Adkins, 37. 

"It's · a warehouse for people, 
that's why I'm here," said Keaven

. ey, who served two tours of duty 
. · with the U.S. Armv in Vietnam. "I 

want the respect of the American 
people, the respect they owe us. 

"If not, I'll die." 
· Michael McCarthy, co-director of · 

the Center for Vetera!1S Rights and 
one of the "wait-in" leaders said, 
"We are staying in the hospital until 

Insist on Seeing Reagan 
McCarthy said his group has had 

no contact · with VA officials in 
· Washington, · a_dding that, · in· any 
case, the protesters · would dis_cuss 

· only hospital complaints with the 
·. VA. Of their broader grievances, he 

sai~ :~ . 
. "We aren't talking to anyone but 

the President." . : . 
As demonstrators planned a sym

bolic Memorial Day funeral march 
for Hopkins, whose body was found 
in his Calabasa:; home lying next to 
a liquor bottle and an empty pill 
vial, Vietnam veteran leader Ron 
Kovic predicted, "This protest is 
going to be big, very big." · . · 

. Kovic led a 17-day hunger strike 
· in Sen. Alan Cranston's {D.-Calif.) 
Los Angeles office seven years ago 
to publicize the plight of Vietnam 

Pleas a see VETERANS, Page 5 
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VETERANS: Proiesters Aw3it Reagmnl . 
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Continued fro~ First ?age · · after crashing into the hospital, he the prcblems of V1etnam veterans. ,:~ 
veterans. He said · Saturday that told them he was suffering from ex- "We just got a p!ace to go to anct'· 
their gains under the Carter Ad- posure to the herbicide. they•re cutting it off," said Virgit 

-ministration after years of protests · Subsequently, Hopkins was exa- NiegeL Ni.egel said ht' has been un-
were being eroded under Reagan.. minetl by a team of VA doctors, who able- to hoid a job ;...r get p::-oper 
· 'Tm warning the President of the wrote in his case me; "There are no treatment since his discharge and 

United States and the Republican · features.complaintsorclinical find- · survives by donating plasma and 
Administration;' Kovic said bitter- · ings to support any relationship to getting food sta .. -nps. · 
ly. "We can only take so much. T'ne · Agent Or-dilge, or the post-Vietnam Keaveney said he began hls hun. 
death of James Hopkins is symbolic. stress syndrome," nccoriling to Ron ger strike March 15 because he was 

. indicative of .. bow_. desperate . the , . _ Bitzer. co-~rector cf the Center- for tired of being tranquilized instead of 
Vietnam veteran is becomin"'. How Veterans Rights. . treated for what he called "delayed 
many more time bombs m;st go That fL-idipg, Bitzer complaine<l, . · combat neurosis." 
off" · · · ·· ·: _ · .. - • . ·· ----: was typical -of the V A's failure to . · _ Keaveney said he had tried to ad- · 

flopkins, a '3i~year-0Id ' ex-Ma- · address the special needs of Viet- · . mit •himself as a patient at BrQnt-
·nne who drove·a jeep through the ·nam-era·veterans. wood about six weeks ago because-
glass doors of - Wadsworth and •~we are dealing with a bureauc~ he was "tired of the nightmares, of:: 

· sprayed the hospital lobby with ma- racy that's out of control." Bitzer the mortar shells.dropping in en me ': 
chirie ~n · fire on ' March 14, · was ·· charged . .,The VA ... is inCT!pable and · seeing my friends dead." l fo,: 

_· awaiti;"' a federal court anpearance of providing re;;i.djustrnent services said he was only admitted ~fter he< 
on char<;,es of destruction'or federal to the Vietnam-era veteran. We threatened to "pull off the doctor'i -~ 
property when he was found dead. · · have special problems: emotional head." · ·· - . _ ::: '. 

· The cause of death has not been disturbances. exposure to toxic her- - "The last time I sa·:V a doctor wai: 
determined, but Los Angeles Coun- · ~~?es ~nd an inabilit}:' to.~eal v,ith two weeks ago for 10 minutes_" : , 

. ty Coroner Thomas T, Noguchi has . msulutionsandauthonty. The Memorial Day march in hon-
_onservative i . ordered an . investigation into . , ·- All the veterans in the Wads- or of Hopkins was scherluJe<l to be-: · 
il the prima- whether Hopkins died as a result of worth lobby complained bitterly gin at 1 p.m. Monday in front of uie: · 

: . _ exposure to Agent Orange; a pow~- , ._ about the planned elimination of the ·· · Wadsworth Hos-_t>ital lobby. · 
)rimary, has ful defoliant used in Vietnam. more than 90 veterans outreach · A separat~ rally in support of the. 
ising enough \vnen Hopkins. in_ camouflage . centers recently established across hunger strikers was planned today,' 
~ Ronka ex- , battle_ gear, surrendered _· to police the c?untry specifically to deal with at 2 p.m. . · ' · 
~ ~~~ ~ 
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It is a pleasure for Nanc y and me and a great privilege 

to be here today to congratulate you who have successfully 

completed your education and training at the U.S. Military 

Academy. 

We honor you for the responsibility you are willing to 

accept. Today you become officers in the Armed Forces of 

the U.S., guardians of our freedom, protectors of our heritage . 

But more than that you become the keepers of the peace. 

Those shrill voices that would have us believe the 

defenders of our Nation are somehow the enemies of peace are 

as false as they are shrill. A Chinese philosopher Sun Tsu 

2500 years ago said, "Winning 100 victories in 100 battles 

is not the acme of skill -- to subdue the enemy without 

fighting is the acme .of skill." A truly successful army is 

one that, because 9f its strength and ability, will not be 

called upon to fight for no one will dare provoke it. There 

have been four wars in my lifetime and none of them came 

about because we were too strong~ 

At the end of World War II we alone were qt the peak of 

our military strength. Our great industrial capacity was 

untouched by war's destruction . Pope Pius XII said, "America 

has a genius for great and unselfish deeds . Into the hands 

of America God has placed an afflicted mankind ." 

We set out to repair the war-ravaged lands of erstwhile 

enemies as well as friends. We prevented what could have 

been a retreat into the Dark Ages . Unfortunately another 



':: ---= -_ t. po·,,1er was march:.ng to a different drum beat , creating 

a society in which everything that isn't compulsory is 

prohibited. Citizens in that society have little more to 

say about government than a prison inmate has to say about 

prison administration. 

About 10 days ago I addressed another graduating class 

at the University of Notre Dame. Young men and women of 

your generation facing a future in which they wonder what 

jobs will be available and who their employers will be. 

You don't have that problem. You know what your job 

will be and your employers will be those Notre Dame graduates 

as well as the rest of your fellow citizens. Now, of course, 

they won't be directly and personally in charge; that will 

be left to those of us they have chosen to represent them. 

Speaking on behalf of the latter may I say we intend 

that you shall find better working conditions, tools adequate 

to the tasks you are expected to perform and pay somewhat 

more commensurate with the responsibility you assume than 

has been the case in recent years. 

Now you may have heard rumors to the effect that increasing 

Government spending is not something I'm prone to do. And 

to tell the truth there is a certain substance to those 

rumors. At the same time, however, I accept without question 

the words of George Washington , "To be prepared for war is 

one of the most effectual means of preserving peace." It 

isn't true that he told me that personally; still, I'm in 

full agreement and believe he did say it. 



Bu:: let r:.~ s· _, __ - _,:.:-ioesly about your employers . We ' v e 

been through a period in whi c h it s e e med we'd forgot ten that 

Government is a c onve n ience of, for and by the people. 

While we were busy with our own affairs Government began to 

grow beyond the consent of the governed. Its growth was 

nourished _by an ever-larger share of the people's earnings 

that it took by taxation which became more and more confiscatory. 

At the same time Government neglected one of its prime 

responsibilities, national security, as it engaged more and 

more in social experimentation. 

Our margin of safety in an increasingly hostile world 

was allowed to diminish and for a time it seemed there was 

an erosion of respect for the honorable profession you have 

chosen. 

All of this led to an economic crisis. Deficit spending 

and an almost trillion dollar debt resulted in runaway 

inflation, lowered productivity and great unemployment. The 

tools of your trade were given a low priority. 

I'm happy to tell you the people of America have recovered 

from what can only be called a temporary aberration. There 

1s a spiritual revival going on -- a hunger to once again be 

proud of all that America is and can be. 

The first step in restoring our margin of safety must 

be the rejuvenation of our economy. A vibrant and expanding 

economy is necessary if we are to have the research, the 

technology and the industrial capacity to provide you with 

what you need to practice your profession. 



Reflec1:i.ng the will oi" ::!"le peep le· :.!: · · ••:J\ t:•rr::-:11:-n t has 

returned to our long-time tradition of bi?artisanship not 

only where national security is concerned but with regard to 

the economic needs of the people. In recent weeks one could 

say there were no Democrats and Republicans in the Congress -

just Americans. 

Yes, there are and will be disagreements but they are 

legitimate differences of opinion on how best to reduce 

Government costs, what tax changes will provide incentive to 

increase productivity and how best to restore our defense 

capability. Already the Congress has· voted the greatest 

reduction of a budget ever attempted. At the same time it 

has mightily increased spending for the military. 

The argument, if there is any, will be over which 

weapons and not whether we should forsake weaponry for 

treaties and agreements. My good friend Laurence Beilenson 

authored a book a few years ago entitled, The Treaty Trap. 

It was the result of years of research and it made plain 

that no nation that placed its faith in parchment or paper 

and gave up its protective hardware ever lasted long enough 

to write many pages in history. This is not to say we 

shouldn't seek treaties and understandings and even mutual 

reduction of strategic weapons. The search for peace must 

go on but we have a better chance of finding it if we 

maintain our strength while we're searching. Mr. Beilenson 

has recently authored a new thought-provoking book, Survival 

and Peace in the Nuclear Age. 

--- - - . - · -··----- -



But weaponry a lone does r~ot mean security . Ger, :-2:-:.= 

George Patton said: "Wars may be fought with v:e2pons, but. 

they are won by men. It is the spirit of the men who follow 

and of the man who leads that gains the victory." Today we 

make only one change in that statement. We say: "the men 

and women who follow and lead." There are 58 women in this 

graduating class and women constitute 9.1 percent of the 

Army today. 

The indispensable factor for the protection of all that 

we hold dear is the leadership you and young men and women 

like you offer this Nation. You will be the individuals who 

must inspire and lead those who are called upon to do a hard 

~ and sometimes thankless job. 

James Warner Bellah, sometimes called our Rudyard 

Kipling because of his stories of the Army on our frontier 

as we pushed westward, described a poignant scene in one of 

his stories. A commanding officer lay dying on the field of 

battle. As he passed the command to a younger officer he 

said, "There may be only one time in your life when your 

country will call on you and you will be the only one who 

can do the nasty job that has to be done -- do it or forever 

after there will be the taste of ashes in your mouth." 

A torch of leadership is being handed to you in this 

commencement ceremony today, a ceremony that is duplicated 

only in the several other service academies. I know that 

you have learned the principles of leadership here in this 

historic place. You know that it requires one to command 



the respect of those who follow by deserving that respect; 

by dedication a nd total c ommi t ment to t h e defens e of our 

country and all that it represents. 

You have had an excellent example to follow. General 

Goodpastor could almost be said to be a member of your 

class. He arrived here as Superintendent almost at the same 

time you enrolled as plebes. He retires now as you graduate. 

General Goodpastor had served his country well and 

retired as a 4-Star General. He left retirement and gave up 

one of those four stars to return to West Point. 

You are part of a great traditi6n. Overused though it 

may be, the term the "Long Gray Line" is descriptive of the 

tradition of which you are now a part. In that line have 

been men who turned defeat into victory; who stood in the 

b r eech until citizen a rmies could be raised. For a t i me 

West Point was the Nation's principal source of professionally

trained engineers. The West was e x plored and mapped by 

members of that Long Gray Line. A West Point graduate 

helped design the Panama Canal and the Holland Tunnel. Two 

were Presidents. Two are presently Cabinet members in this 

Administ ration. Others have become giants of commerce and 

i ndustry: Henry DuPont, class of 1833; Robert E. Wood, 

c lass of 1900. 

Dwi ght Eisenhower stated:. "Even in the e v ent of a 

c omplete disarmament there is a role for West Point. Even 

if we just turned our graduates back into the body poli t ic 



~~ ~culd be good . The graduates are trained pe ople who 

understand duty a n d d o it . " 

Six a s t ronauts are West Point grad u a t es. Among them 
I 

t he first man to walk in space, Colonel Edward White, who 

t hen lost his life in 1967 when a tragic fire swept the 

Apollo spacecraft. 

But let us look ahead to the force of which you will be 

an important and significant part . I doubt there will be 

many surprises because in a way you've been "Army" for the 

last 4 years. 

There is little chance that you ·will be like the young 

World War II recruit who asked in some bewilderment why the 

Army did certain things the way it did. A long-time Regular 

Army Sergeant said, "Let me explain it to you. If you were 

in charge of a b r an d new country and crea ting an Army what 

would you call the first division you fin ally got organized?" 

The recruit said, "Well, I guess I'd call it the 1st Di vision." 

The Sergeant said: "When the U.S. put together its first 

division, it named it the 2d Division . When you understand 

that you'll know why the Army does things the way it does." 

Our country has a unique tradition among the nations. 

Unlike other powers with armies of conscrip~s, our military 

was composed of citizen v olunteers . In times past the 

s t anding Army was a s k eleton force that expanded in wartime 

to absorb the draft ees, the conscripts. We also counted on 

a National Guard -- a trai ned reserve to bridge the period 



--- - - ----

· ·-•• ~:1 i:.:1e r: · 1 -1 :•. •· •• · .. _ v.-::: re undergoing 1,asi c training . We 

~us t st i ll h~v~ t~~t rese r v e and we are taking steps t o 

upg rade it to a state of immedi a te re adiness. 

We once had t he luxury of time provided by the two 

gr eat oceans: a luxury we no longer have. 

At the end o f World War II we continued the draft into 

peacetime even though a peacetime draft was counter to 

American tradition. We had always believed that only in the 

most severe national emergency did Government have a claim 

to mandatory service of its younger citizens. 

We returned to that tradition in 1973 -- a volunteer 

military. Some proclaimed it a failure from the start. I'm 

not going to take your time by reciting the pros and cons of 

the debate which still goes on except to say that some 

expressed the belief that patriotism alone should be cause 

enough to serve . George Washington once said of patriotism: 

"It must be aided by a prospect of Interest or some reward . 

For a time it may, of itself push Men to Action; to bear 

much, to encounter difficulties; but it will not endure 

unassisted by Interest." 

It is true that patriotism c annot be bought -- neither 

can it be coerced. You are here tod ay as living proof of 

t h a t. Obvi ously you did not choose t hi s profession with 

thought of making a fortune . Samuel Johnson, 200 years ago, 

said, "An officer is much more respected than any other man 

who has as little money ." 

. 
:. 



Young men anc · :c::-.c:1 vo: L =-- ':: · 1:.. _ • '. _ ::.- 3.'..1ty in our Ar:ned 

Forces and then f C '...!:i d ttat too :r:1cb o f t h e ir reward ..... ·as 

expected to be patriotism. And even here they were short-

changed. In much of the 1970's there was a widespread lack 

of respect for the uniform born perhaps of what has been 

called the Vietnam syndrome. The result was inevitable, . a 

fall-off of enlistments, but even worse a drop in reenlistment 

resulting in a great loss of experienced noncommissioned 

officers. 

The cry for a draft rose to a crescendo. I believe 

there is another way, one more in keeping with our system of 

rewarding those who work and serve, on a scale commensurate 

with what we ask of them. ·r don't suppose we could put an 

exact price on the sacrifice we ask of those who guarantee 

our safety, but one thing certain, they deserve better than 

a bare subsistence level. 

I have asked Secretary of Defense Weinberger to form a 

Defense Manpower Task Force to review the entire military 

manpower question and make proposals which will increase the 

effectiveness of the active and reserve All-Volunteer 

Forces. 

Last year's pay increase was a step in the right 

direction, but we are asking for another in the fiscal year 

that begins October 1. We seek to channel pay increases and 

bonuses to those in the most-needed skill areas. We are 

studying proposals for a merit pay system and increased 

flexibility in personnel practices . 



' . 

with a prog ram h av ing fewer benefit£. 

were expanding Federal aid to colleg e students. T.ne .Federal 

Government in effect provided more benefits to those wh o 

were not serving their country and reduced them for those 

who were. The Defense Manpower Task Force will be studying 

ways in which we can make enlistment more attractive to the 

kind of young people we need in our military forces. 

Already enlistments are up, so are reenlistments and, 

surprisingly, or maybe we shouldn't be surprised, many who 

have already left the service are co~ing back. There has 

also been a decided rise in quality as measured by educational 

and training attainment. 

Something· other than pay and benefits is contributing 

to this. I mentioned earlier a new spirit that is abroad in 

our land. The era of self-doubt is over. We've stopped 

looking at our warts and rediscovered how much there is to 

love in this blessed land. 

All of us together and you very definitely and the 

posts you go to can help restore the sense of pride our men 

and women are entitled to have in wear i ng the uniform. Let 

friend and foe alike be aware of the spirit that is sweeping 

across our land, for it means we will meet our responsibility 

of the free world. Very much a part o f this new spirit is 

patriotism. And with that goes a heartfelt appreciation for 

the sacrifices of those in uniform. 



:ou a r e the pr i me ingre dient that keeps us free ; ~ 1 ~ ~ 

prote cts a l l we c herish and hold dear. You c an transmi~ t he 

historic heritage which is in the very air of West Point. 

The first Purple Heart medal was awarded here. It was the 

first decoration ever given to an enlisted man. 

At Trophy Point I'm told there are links of the great 

chain that was forged and stretched across the Hudson to 

prevent the British fleet from penetrating further into the 

valley. Today you are tha,t chain holding back an evil force 

that would extinguish a light we've been tending for 6,000 

years. 

A few years ago in the sunset of his life a West Point 

graduate, General Douglas MacArthur, addressed West Point 

Alumni and Cadets here. No one who heard him can ever 

forget his words nor his declaration that so long as breath 

remained in his body he would hear the words: duty, honor, 

country. 

Do your duty, keep your honor, and you will preserve 

this country for us, for your children and for your children' s 

children. 

God bless you and keep you. 

---,.... -- ··---

., 



TO: 

MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL 

0 YOU WERE CALLED BY- 0 YOU WERE VISITED BY-

OF (Orsanlzation) 

0 PLEASE CALL-. ~g~y~-- ----- D FTS 

□ WILL CALL AGAIN □ IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

□ RETURNED YOUR CALL □ WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

RECEIVED BY ,:; .. ~ · .::r 
1 

,, •• 

63-109 . == ": 11 (11ft. 8-71) 
~U.S. G.P.O. 1980-311-156 / 18 · fPMR(4tll:101-1U w . 
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-Sincerely,. 

Ron Bit~r/Co-l>irector 

514_W. ADAMS BLVD .. LOS ANGELES. CA. 90007 746-8315 
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STP 5word~ to plowshares: I veterans I orpnii.ation, me. 

· FALLACY OF 1lfE VA POSITION 

ON 

POST TRAUMATIC STRESS NEOORIS (DlSOltDER) 

Though the VA position<•• expressed in the letter 
signed by J.C. Peckarsky aad dated 12 January 1981 
(page 2) that: in~lusion of the ''life thre•t~ning 
epidoses" clause ha$ not modified the criteria for 
Post Traumatic S~reaa Neuro&iF (Disorder) a5 
expressed in DSM-111 (page 236)) •ound• re.asonabl~, 
the VA position ignores several factor5. The VA 
position ia b~aed on the a,sertion that all of the 
exa~ple, listed in DSH-111 (page 236) •n life 
threatening in nature. however. this •••ertion 
totally disregards (1) that ~he example• in tbe 
PSM-111 provid~ no basis for the primary criterion 
and (2) that the criteria listed are reletive, 
objective indicis of neurosis, psyehosi6 -and 
personality disord~r, in a complex hierarchy of 
mental disorders. F1nally, the VA position make$ ~o 
mention•• to who is to evaluate the recopizability 
of a stTe11or, tM VA adjudication division (.i.e ... 
rating officer) or the evaluating p$ycbiatrist. 

The prima~ ~riteTion, or easenti•l f•ature. •• it vaa 
expressed 1n the Director'& letter, of Post Trawaatic 
Stre•• Neurosi5. (Disorder) is• traumatic event tbat 
is .. bot.h more severe and outside the range of human ·. 
experience considered to be normal." (Draft, DSM-111). 
The official publication of DSM-111 continued tbis · 
same vordipg. In DSM-III, in the section discussing 
the FTimary criterion, examples of experience• were 
given which would be c~nsidered traum.atizini and .could 
al•o be con$idered lif.e' threatening, dependi.ng upon 
interpretation. However, t:he DSM-Ill left unclear 
vhether the required experienced had to be ~raumatuing 
only. life thre~tening only, or both. The VA has . 
interpreted this lacK of ciarity as requirin~ both 
traumatic and life ~hreatening component&. -

9f--t '"-'•h• .. , •• ,..._ * • Hn Jumci1oc-o. •• MJ(Jj • CCSJ) 3'1~ 
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l;f.fe) and the recent explosive out.burst •1ainsc tfadsworth VA Nedica.I CentcrP. 
as an institution and & symbol. of the VA.. His social and voca:tional per
follUflce is far below his in~~ll~etua.1 capacities. 

(3) There are no feawres., coaplaints or clinical findini.s- to support 
ant relationship to A2ent O.n.nge. or the Post-VietlWI Stress synd-roae. al~ 
u.<>ugh this was specifically explored. (The DSM III diae,ost:ic erit.eria £en 

st-trawutic stress disorder include the following_: · - . · 

a .. Exi5tence of stress provok~g stressor; 

r 

. b. Reuperiencin, t.he trauaa by ncutten't w intwssivo ~oll~.,. . 
dons of th• event or sudden acting or feelin, as 'tholagh one it 1>1.c.k "1th ~ _-;~ 
ortJinal experience; · · • -~r . 

. t .. 
c.. bbin1 x:eac-tions .. i.e. feelings of 4ctad\11M!Pt, c:ouci-icr.d ,;. · ·/ · 

affect. di.ainished in~erest in other activities; · · 

d. At least two of 'the followi111; star~le r~sponse. survival ~lt, ':. 
sleep dis~~b.-nce. trouble coac~nt.ratlag,. avoida~o of·an~hing ~hat increasP 
recollection of the trauutic event, intensified syap~oa llten exposed to 
events that reaind abou~ 'tho ~r~tic e,,ent.) 

(4) 'The collective findings support the diagnosis of Perscmalti, 
Disorder - Antisocial)~. The DSM III diaposes criteria fOF ~is follOlf: 

,,,. , 

,..-- 1-. ·--~ii~ age over 18, 
, 

2. Onse~ ·kfore age 15 of three 01" nore of the foll0111inJ: 

' ·•.: (a} truancy (b-) expulsion frora school {c) nmning a.w,.y 
·, (d) persistent lying ( e) repeated drunlenness 

' ----~-- ... !(f) school grades below expectations in relatiOtt ·to esttaated I.Q. 
{tf chronic viot.tions of TUles -at home or school . 

; . 

3. At least -four of the followini sinee qe 18: · 

(a) inability to sus~ain ~on•istent won bchaYior 
(b) lack of ability to function as a responsibl~ pareat 
(t) failure ~o accept la~ful nom.s (as evid~ed by ·•ltiple 

arrests. thefts. ill•gal occupation) . . 
(d) irritability and aure$siveness 
(o) iapulsivity. recklessness., ere. 

4. A partem of contim'lous antisocial behavior 4n will.ch. tile ripts 
of others are violated.. · 

S. Antisoci~l behaviol" is not due t-o 11e1ttal r~tal'dation. a-chlzophr►. 
nia or aanic episodes. .f;-J•·: : f, 

I 

R£LEI\SF.O WITH THE CONSENT OP MS. SUZANN£ HOPKINS PROM THE 
BR€NTHOOO MEDICAL FIL~ Of' · JAMES R. HOPK'LNS 

s. 

.,,. 



COMMITTEE FOR VETERANS RIGHTS 
514 W. Adams Blvd. 

Los Angeles, california 
90007 

Mr. Conrad Hoffman 
controller 
Veterans Administration-
810 Vermont Ave. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20420.. 

Dear Sir: 

March 31, 1980 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act 
as amended and Title 38 of the U.S. Code, Section 3301 (f). 

I hereby request the names and addresses of ~11 Vietnam 
veterans in California who are now receiving V.A. disability 
compensation or pension benefits and ail Vietnam veterans who 
have purchased a government-issued insurance policy. 'l'be 
purpose of this request is to provide Vietnam veterans wit.h 
information pertaining to the Agent Orange herbicide issue 
and to diaaeminate information about utilization of Y.A. 
benefits. including the priority in hospitalization now •ccorded 
to veterans with service-connected disabilities. 

This information will conform to the conduct of programs 
and utilization of benefits in the Veterans Administration. 
Additionally. the mailing of information will cOJnplement the 
current efforts of the Veterans Administration to insure that 
Vietnam veterans kn'OW about the V.A. •s Agent Orange projects
and general benefits (see Time Magazine. March 241 1980 letter 
to the editor end attached news re1ease dated March 4, 1980). 

:ram making this request on behalf of the Committee for 
Veterans Rights, a st.a~ ~on-profit, tax-exempt organLzation 
(see attachment) and my~e1f, a V.A. certified claims agent 
(see attachment). 

X hereby state that X will be the only person with 
access to the names and addr~•s& in the released information 



. .. .. 
Page Two 
Controller 

and that I am aware of the penalty provision$ of 38 U.s.c. 3301 (9). 

As provided in the amended Act# I expect to receive a ... 
response to this requ~st within 10 working days. 

Sincerely~ 

RON BITZER 
. . • 
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May 26, 1981 

Acting Administrator (001) 

8 

Acting Assistant Administrator, Information Services (06) 

Sit-in at Wadsworth VAf.fC 

l. On Wed. , May 20, we were advised by our Los Angeles ISAD of 
plans by local group -- Center for Veterans Rights, led by 
Ron Bitzer -- to hold a "wait-in" at Wadsworth VAMC, i.e., a 
silent vigil for veteran James R. Hopkins. Hopkins was found 
dead previous weekend; suspected drug overdose. He was person 
who drove jeep into VAMC lobby several months ago firing more 
than a dozen pistol shots into glass and walls. 

2. This group has previously used Wadsworth as site for press 
conferences, protest walks, etc., and VA has allowed p0rtion of 
grotmds for these assemblies. Group on this occasion, however, 
sought permission to use VAMC lobby (one of three). 

3. ISAD advised that VAMC would likely grant permission based 
on group 's previous record of good behavior. VAMC reportedly 

• felt confident it could control the lobby area and limit size 
of group . CO advice via ISAD was to reconsider lobby access 
for this purpose. We offered concern and doubts about 
group's behavior, about establishing precedent for future 
demonstrations, about disruption of VAMC routine, media 
access, etc. Suggested dealing with 11worst possible outcomell 
acenarios and among these auggested what-if they decide on 
a hunger strike. VAMC apparentt Y weighed all factors and 
allowed group of six veterans to hold "wait-in." 

4. At last word, another faction of this organization had · 
established itself outside over the weekend. Both were 
circulating a list of "demands" dealing with many VA issues 
and centered on insistence that President Reagan himself 
meet with them. Media accounts received over the weekend 
report that both groups are now on hunger strike and refuse 
to eat until 'the President responds. 

\,,, ,,., 
5. Situation as it now exists ·auggest.s VA review status and 
a gain deal with ''worst possible outcome" possibilities, e.g .• 
eventuality that group member may need medical attention. . 

i r L ~ 
6. 3Attached is an.Los Angeles Times clip and an outline of 
the press conference which details their demands to the 
President. 

. ~ ';..< f;-

LARRY it<~ 

Atts. , 

.. cc: N. Longworth (OOTT)~ Appleman (063) 
"'- ,.._ __ .. .,_ t,A~ - - .• 1--1, 
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CENTER FOR VETERAN'S RIGHTS WAIT-IN CONTACT TELEPHONE 

· PRESS CONFERENCE .PARTtCIP~.NTS 

1. Moments of Silence for James R. Hopkins. 
.. -

2. , Scene from "TRACERS'' with John DiFusco, Richard Chaves, 
Eric E. Emerson, Rick Gallavan, Merlin Harston and Harry Stephens. 

3. Statements from Suzanne Hopkins, widow of the late James 
Hopkins, and Michael McCarthy, co-director, Center for Veteran's 
Rights._ 

4. Personal Testimony concerning medical treatment from -
Southern California Veterans Administration medical facilities 

*** · Jeanne:.Andrews .0£. Burbank. whose. husband~ Ben Andrew-s 
di"ed -on_ May 13, . l~ £oJ-lowi·ng_·medictl. compl?i:nt".s·_ ~a±ed-t.o: te.a.t-~-=-t.-:-

· ment at the WadswO!"ttFV::~-A---=~~tal-- Center -~ nee-1-@F ~~~ 
to exposure to toxi-c.-nerbi·cfa-es. · The- rate -B·en - Andrews- earned- severa:l:
medals, including the Bronze Star, following r:rilitary service as-· an 
infan_try officer in Vietnam and Cambodia in 1969. 

*** Steve Suwalsky, 35, Vietnam veteran who served in 
Vietnam in 1967 and is presently a service-cor.nected disabled veteran 
living in Sherman Oaks and .receiving mecical treatment from the .,_, - · 
Sepulveda V.A. Medical Center. 

I 
*** Sarah Herri~g, 59, of North Hollywood, is the mother 

of the late George Edwin Herring III, a Vietnam combat veteran and 
draftee who committed suicide on January 18, 1981, following his 
involuntary discharge from psychiatric treatment by the Sepulveda 
V.A. Medical Center four days earlier. 

*** Eric Smith, -33, of R~dondo Beach, is a service-connected 
disabled Vietnam-era veteran whose relative, the late Leroy Jones, 
committed suicide in July 1980 followir.g denial of psychiatric treat
ment . by the Long Beach ,V.A. Medical Center. 

*** Virgil Neigil , ·,;. ~O, of Riverside, served as a door
gunner in Vietnam from 1972 to 1973 and currently received medical 
treatment from the Loma Linda V.A. Hospital. 

*** Larry Howard, 37, 9£, ~n Nuys, is a volunteer counselor 
with the Van Nuys Vet Center and 1•the Center for Veteran's Rights. 
He has health problems related to a lower back injury and possible 
toxic herbicide exposure following cor:ibat ser·,..-ice in Vietnam from 
196-8 to 1969. 

514 W. ADAMS BLVD., LOS ANGELES. CA. 90007 746•6315 



CENTER FOR VETERAN'S RIGHTS 

. TEXT OF MA:Y 20 e: l.9 81 TELEGRAM TO 

. · PRESIDENT RONALD REAGA."1 

Vietnam veterans are requesting a meeting wh h the President 

of the United States during your Memorial Day visit to Southern 

California at the site of the March 14, 1981 protest by the late 

James R. Hopkins to inhumane treatment by Veterans Administration 

personnel to the sick veterans of the nation. 
- ----·. - . -- . - . - - --- - . . - . . 

· , = . · . "The reasons £or-the- necessity or tb±s personal. ,tirit~ ~wmc:h~ 

·.some_ Vietnam veteran.s:.and:_ supporters are . .stressing b-y -our wait-in 

there, are the following: 

DELAYED STRESS AMONG VIETNAM VETERANS 

••There are no features, complaints or clinical findings . t-o --.
support any relationship to Agent Orange, or the post Vietnam stress 
syndrome, although this was specifically explored" from the April 
7-8, .1981 case review of ihe late James R. Hopkins at the Brentwood 
V.A. Hospital by Drs. Cyril Barnert, Ramzi Kiriakos, Gerald McKenna 
and Manuel Straker. 

l. Why did the Brentwood V.A. case review complicate the 

'. criteria for a -diagnosis of delayed stress by adding symptoms in 

:-addition to the minimum requirements of either the American Psychiatri 

.Association (see Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of · Mental Disorders 

3rd Edition) or the V.A. Defja'.rtrnent .- of Medicine and Surgery (see 

V.A. Program Guide 21, Section 0-12, Change 282) in the eval.uation 

of the late .Jarne·s Hopkins'? r Jr , .. J.jf 
1: J . I 

2. Will you order an immediate investigation into the 

failures of Wadsworth and Brentwood V.A. Hospitals to provide evalua

tion and treatment to the late James Hopkins? 

514 W. ADAMS BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA. 90007 746-6315 



3. Why are Vietnam veterans, specifically Swords to 

Plowshares in San Francisco, questionning the modification of the 

criteria for Msa:h±ltt:y.- CDIIlpellSa.tio ta V1.etnam veterans for del.ayed 

stress by the Veterans Administration, so that fewer veterans qualify 

for service-connected disability and rehabilitation from the govern

ment? 

4. Will you order a national investigation into the 

Veterans Administration programs of psychological counseling for 

Vietnam veterans by a team of non-V.A. experts in the field of delayed 

stress? ... 
--·===-.. -- .... ~.-: 

HEALTH P!ROBLEMS·.RET,ATED · TO--. AGENT. OP..A.~G'E RERBICIDE .. EXPOSURE .. 

"It is hi·gb·-time tbat. ··the · Veterans Administration and various- · 
·government agencies---be-" -shaken· from -their lethargy toward ALL veterans,•• 
from the March l9 ,. 19SJ.:.· statement of the late James R. Hopkins from 
the locked ward of the Brentwood V.A. Hospital. 

1. Why has the V.A. failed to instruct their examining 

physicians in the diagnos~s of chloracne despite the V.A. so-called 
~ 

physical examination for Agent Orange that the V.A. has administered 

for more than two years and the more ·,than --4.0, 000 Vietnam veterans who 

_have requested such an examination from the V.A. hospitals throughout 

the country? 

Why is the V.-A. only able to responc. to questions from 

.the Center . for Veteran's Rightp _concerning this important matter with 
Ill• • 

the April 27, 1981 statement from Dr. Barclay M. Shepard that "The 

Task Force (on Agent Orange) is curre~tly in the process of refining 
r. , . . ~',r 
1.tJ . , . 

diagnostic procedures relative to chloracne?" 

MORE MORE MORE 



. ... . 

2. Why has the Veterans Administration Central Office 

refused to .ALLOW or DENY the March 31, 1980 request by the 

Center for Veteran's Rights for the names and addresses f all 

disabled veterans . of the Vietnam era in California under 38 U.S. C • .. 

Section 3301 (f) for the purpose of outreach t them concerning 

the Agent Orange services of the Veterans Administration? (see 

attached letter to Mr. Conrad Hoffman.) 

3. Will you appoint an expert panel of non-V.-A. individuals 

to evaluate the need for a national delayed re-entry program for 

all 4.2 million Vietnam veterans who have lacked information about 
-·· . 

the Vietnam-related ·proo.Iems- of· de_?:ayed stre-ss and . llSe of~-:-~oxic ~:;_ ·: 

herbicides"? (See- March 8-~ 1981 press- -release of the Center for 

- Veteran's Rights, which is· attached.) 

4. Why are Vietnam- veterans planning to picket the Central 

Office of the V.A. in Washington, D.C. on Friday, May 22, 1981, 

concerning V.A. lack o~ action on the Agent Orange issues? 
j 
! 

BUDGET CUTS IN THE V.A. 

"I call on President Reagan to stop spending millions of 
dollars on Inaugural Balls and to utilize the money for what the 
defenders of our fine Country are entitled to," from the March 19, 
1981 statement of the late James . R. Hopkins. 

1. Why has the Director of the Office of Management and 

Budget ordered a $743 rnilliqn reduction in the next fiscal year 
II• • 

budget of the V.A. system without any evaluation of the costly 

medical school affiliation in the V.A. system which drains up to 
T .I -.+"" 

1: ~t ; 

SIXTY PERCENT of the medical budget into training cos~s (see July 

3, 1979 V.A. Department of Medicine and Surgery letter IL-14-79-4)? 

2. How will V.A. hospitals be able to operate at all with 

the planned recuction of 20,000 positions in the hospital system 

by 1986? 

-30-
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REPORT OF CONTACT 
NOTE: Thisfonn must be filled out in ink or on typewriter, 
as It becomes a permanent record In veterans ' /olden. 

LAS• NAME-fllST NAME-MIDDLE NAME Of VfTElAN (T1,, w ,,.,,,_1 

ADDRESS Of YfTflAN 

PHSON CONTACTED 

I.ee Nackman 
ADDlfSS Of PERSON CONT ACTED 

Assistant Director 
VN!'C Wadsworth, CA 

Nlff STATEMENT Of INf~TION IIQUESTID AND GIVEN 

VA OH'ICf IOEMTlflCATION NOS. {C, XC, SS, XSS, 
Y, K, etc.) 

/0 
DAT! Of CONTACT 

5 25 81 
T!l.f P'HONf NO. Of VETERAN 

TYP'f Of CONTACT (ClmA) 

□ l'flSONAI. RJ TELEPHONE 
TELfP'HON( NO. Of P'EISON CONTACTfD 

lee said as of yesterday, he had talked with Dr. Custis for Rufus Wilsen • 
'!here were five hunger strikers at the station. The regular nerorial day 
nom:ing ce:rerronies went SI'lOOthly with no interruptions or problem;. In the 
aftenxx::in, the Veterans G:roupr and 150 other participants had a procession 
carrying an enpty casket fran the hospital grounds to the oenete:cy grounds 
where they had their ce:rerronies in nerro:ry of Jim Hcpkins. After that, they 
retui:ned to the rredical center without any particular problerrs. 

City tactical police groups were available for ground cx:ntrol, etc., if 
necessary. Scire plain clothesrren fran IAPD and at least 3 of the 
plainclothesnen were krxJwrl to the denonstrators. 

Prior to the nom:ing cerennnies, I.ee was interviewed by NBC-'IV. '!hey had 
about a 20 minute discussion where they wanted to Jcrx:,w what was going on 
here, asked about Agent Orange, Outreac:h,effective budget, are Vietnam 
veterans different, and what would happen if we lost Outreach. He gave 
Dr. Shepard's phone# in Washington. 

As of 9: OOµn last night, there were six people staying at the hospital. 
The spokesman for the group told lee they had invited people f:r:om all over 
the count:ty to sleei;rin with than starting today. He was also told that 
Nick IDngworth was to take over negotiations (I did not get the source 
whether it was the denonstrator or NBC) • 

If there is a large group, the sheriff's deparbrent will not handle. 
'lhey want the Federal Marshall to beccrce involved. Mr. Nacknan needs 

_ guidance fran co. 

Distrihuticn: lOA (Orig. & 4) 
10BA6 . 

DIVISION 01 51CTION 
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l (MEMORIAL DAY) 
-~ CBY UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL) 

/' FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN KILLED IN WAR JOINED RELATIVES or THE EIGHT 
-MEN KILLE'D lN THE 'HOSTAGE RESCUE ATTEMP ~ IN SOLEMN MEMORIAL DAY 
CEREMONIES 1 l3UT VIE'mAM WAR 'VETERANS PROTESTED WHAT THEY CALLED 
GOVERNMENT NEGLECT. 

FOR THOSE NOT TOUCHED BY WAR, THE LONG WEEKEND SEEMED AN ENDLESS 
STRETCH or GOOD TIMES. 

IN LOS ANGELES~ SIX VETERANS STAGING A SIT-IN IN THE WADSWORTH 
VETERANS HOSPITAL AND EIGHT VETERANS IN nu: 101lf DAY "OF A HUNGER 
STRIKE ON n!E FRONT LAWN WERE JOINED YESTERDAY BY HUNDREDS or 
VETERANS AND MOVIE AND STAGE STARS SEEKING IRCREASED FEDERAL AID TO 
HELP VIETNAM VETS. 

•IT'S IMPORTANT FOR ME TO SUPPORT 'raIS EFFORT TO TRY TO GET THESE 
FELLOWS THE PROPER ATTENTION• SAID ACTOR JON VOIGHT WHO WON AN 
OSCAR FOR HIS ROLE AS A DISASLED VET IN THE MOVIE •cOMING HOME.• 

nit GROUP.1...WHICH INCLUDED .VOIGHT AND MIKE FARRELL OF THE •M-A-S-H• 
TELEVISION S~KIES~ SANG •WHEN JOHNNY COMES MARCHING HOME• IN THEIR 
MARCH FROM A NEARt1Y VETERANS CEMETERY TO THE HOSPITAL TO MOURN THE 
UNEXPLAINED DtA'ra or JAMES HOPKI~ 32 A VIETNAM VETtRAN. 

HOPKINS, CLAIMING HE WAS SUFFERING FROM EXPOSURE TO THE CHEMICAL 
DEFOLIANT AGENT ORANGE1 CRASHED HIS JF:EP IN TiiE HOSPITAL LOBBY 
EARLIER THIS YEAR AND DIED AT HIS HOME or UNDISCLOStD CAUSES LAST 

U
WEEK. 

THE VETERANS SAID 'IHEY WILL CONTINUE THEIR PROTEST UNTIL -PRESIDENT 
RtAGAN MEETS Winl nl'EM OR SENDS AN AIDE TO DISCUSS FEDERAL AID FOR 
VIETNAM VETERANS SUFFERING PHYSICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL AILMENTS CAUSED 
BY AGENT ORANGE. 

'THERE WAS NO RESPONSE FROM REAGAN. 
Firn:EN FORMER ltOSTAGES -PRESENTED MEDALS YESTERDAY TO THE FAMILIES 

or ntE 1:IGHT SERVICEMEN KILLED IN THE APRIL 1980 ABORTED RESCUE 
ATTEMPT IN IRAN AT A CEREMONY IN WASHINGTON'S ARLINGTON NATIONAL 
CEMETERY. "' 

•nJIS SERVICE IS SPECIAL AND UNIQUE!• SAID FORMER HOSTAGE LT. COL. 
DAVID ROEDER. • -WE ARE HERE TODAY TO i 'fflESS A CHILDREN·'s SALUTE TO 
nfOSE FALLEN AMERICANS. THIS rs A CEREMONY OF HOR'.>R' NOT OF TEARSJ A 
CEREMONY or PRIDE NOT OF APOLOGY.• 

EACH FAMILY WAS'PRESENTED WITii A MtDAL1 INSCRIBED WITH THE CREED 
or NO GREATER LOVE.1 THE GROUP THAT SPONSoRtB THE CEREMONY: -WE 
BELIEVE THAT NO GR~ATER LOVE CAN BE SHOWN THAN WHEN MEN AND WOMEN SO 
LIVE AND DIE n{AT !HEIR FRIENDS MAY BE FREE.• -

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES ALSO WERE HELD IN PHILADELPHIA• VALLEY 
TORGEi PA.1 HAWAII'S PEARL HARBORl DETROIT; CHICAGOI BbSTON AND 
QUINCY MA~S. AND HUNDREDS OF COMMUNITI~ ACROSS THE COUNTRY. 

AN tSTIMAttD 75 000 PEOPLE GATHERED ON THE CAPITOL STEPS IN . 
WASHINGTON LAST NI~HT TO WATCH THE FIRST CONCERT CONDUCTED BY SOVIET 
DEFECTOR MAXIM SHOSTAKOVICH SI~CE HE LEFT THE u.s.s.R. 

UPI 05-26-81 10:22 AED . . · 
........................ ·.····. · ...... ··· ... ............ . 
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rotesters Say They WIii Discuss Their 
omplalnts About VA Only With President 
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Los Angeles Times 
CITV ""0 $T-'T• 

Los Angeles, CA 
D"TI 0,- ,.UeL. 

May 24, 1981 
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ant tht1 l'tfl)ect of tht Amerteaft ping LO be l'tl1, very &." 
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~not, r·n die.'' .... . 111 ~n. Alan Cranston•• ( .-CAIi(.) 
Mk:bHl MtC&rthY, eo~cHr~ ... , . 1M A . ett!i office ttYOn Ytll'I qo 
It Ctnter for Vele"!"' ffllhlll tndd. t.o publ't:lle \ht pltght of Vletnlffl . 
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! Dead Agenf .. Orange 
i Vet Will Be Honored 

LOS ANGELES (AP) - Veterans 
backed by Hollywood celebriti~s are . 
planning a memorial demonstration 
Wednesday to honor James Hopkins, a 
veteran who protested alleged neglect 
of Vietnam War defoliant victims by 
driving his jeep through a hospital lob
by. 

Hopkins was Jound dead .at his 
home Sunday. An autopsy was sched
uled Tuesday. The 32-year-old Viet
nam veteran maintained exposure to 
Agent Orange, a chemical defoliant 
used in Vietnam. ·bad destroyed bis 
brain and his hearing. 

" I hope to God some good comes of 
it,•· Suzanne Hopkins ~d of her hus
band's death, "because when you're a 
widow you 've got to find all the good 
vou can.' ' 
• Hopkins gained notoriety in March 
when he crashed his jeep through the 
plate glass foyer of the Veterans Ad· 
ministration hospital in west Los An-

geles. No one was injured. Hopkins 
was charged -with destruction of fed
eral property .and -was awaiting "trial 
at the time of bis death. 

Michael McCarthy of the Center for 
Veterans Rights said veterans from 
across the country would gather at 
the . .hospital at :.noon Wednesday_ in a 
demonstration to llonor Hopkins and 
back their demands for government 
programs to help veterans. 

"The government bas to Tealize 
that there is a major, major crisis 
coming," Mrs. Hopkins warned. 

Mrs. Hopkins appeared at a news 
con1erence on ·the hospital lawn Mon
day with "Coming Home" film star 
Jon Voight and "M+A+S+H" co
star Mike Farrell to speak up for vet
erans' rights. 

She said she lost her job because of 
absences stemming from her hus
band's problems and is virtually desti• 
tute. IAAY 2 c -1981 
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Vl9tnem wt.ran Ron Kowic ~ et dematt- . 
stration. At right ere Suzanne Hopkq, wldow of 

" . , . . . . -TAIIO / la_.....__ 
· "'8ran who cied.r110eutty. and ion 0•~•

ftNr, honor ~d of veteran& carrying rfflea. . . . . ~ ~ 
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VIETNAM Y TERAN AR REQUESTING A MEETING WlTM THE PRESIO NT OF TH 
UNlTEO STATS OURlNG YOUR MS~ORIAL. OAY Vl IT ~0 0UTl~ERN CALl ORN?A 
AT THE SIT -o, TM MARC~ 1~, rqe1 PROT T ev TE LAtE - JAM R- MOPKlN 
TO INHUMANE TREATMENT BY VET RAN A0MIN1STRATJON P R ONNEL TO TM . -
SICK VETE~ANs · o THE NATION; ' - . 

THE REASON OR HI ~ECES ITY ,OF TMl PERSONAL V 1 IT, Wl'IICM ICM! 
VIETNAM VT RANS AND SUPPORT R A~E TRESSING Y OVR WAIT•l~ !MERE, 
ARE THE OLLOWING1 

DELAYED lR S AMONG Vl TNAM ViTERAN 
"TMERE AR ~0 - ATURE, COMPLAlNT OR CLINICAL 1N0lNGS TO UPPCRT 
ANY RE~AT10N HlP TO AGENT ORANGE, OR TME PC T•VI TN~M TR -
SYNDROM , · Al.THOUGH l'MI WA PEClFlCALl.Y EX L.OR 011 , OM THE - A ,RiL 
1•8, 1qa1 CASE R Vl -W OF TH LATE JAMS R MOPKXNS AT THE 8RENTWOoo 
V,A, HOSPITAL - SY OOCTOR CYRIi. 8ARNERT, RAMZl KIRIAKO 1 -GERAwD 
MCKENNA ANO MANU L TRAKER, .. . . 
1, WMY DID TH - RENfW000 V,A, ,CA REV% W FCR JAM R ,MO l<lN 
COMPLICATE TH CRlT RIA FOR A JDIAGNOSf · o, 0 1.•v O t1uss Y A001NG 
SYMPTONS I~ AOOJTIO TO TM :MlNtM0M R mUlREMENTS ~OF "TME AM ICAN 
PSYCHIATRIC A SOClATION (RE ER TO E D AGNO TIC AND TATl tlCAL 
MANUALS 0 MENTA~ 0t ORO RS, ~RO E01TlON)1 . -
2, WILL YOU ORO RAN lMMEOIAT INVEST1GATl0N tNT0 TH AlLUR ·C 
WAOSWoRTM· ~No -e NTWOOO V,A, HOSPlTA TQ PA0Vl0 .£~ALUAT1Q~ AND 
TREATM NT TO HIE I.AT JAME tMOPKlNST - -
J, WMY ARE VltT~AM VETERANS, SPECl lCA I.Y WORDS TO ' .I.OW HAR IN : A~ 
FRANCtSCOi QU STIONlNG TM! M001FICATION ' 0 ,M~IR CRITERlA -FO -
DlSABILlTY COMP NSATION TO VIET NAM VET RAN FOR DE~AYEO STR J· BY 
Tl'IE VETERA I A0~1NI TRATIO, Q THAT F~ RV TRAN GVA~lTY FOR 
SERVIcE•COhNECTE0 0%SAB1LITY ANO R HABILITATlQN ROM T~E G0VERNMtNla 
4, WILL vou · ORO RA NATIONA~ INVE TIGATION lNTC TME V TE AS 
ADMt ISTRAllON PROGRAMS OF ~SY.CHOLOGlCA~ COUNe ~lNG fOR Vl!fNA~ 
VETER A S y· A T AM OF NCN•V • A1 EXPERTS lN TFI£ I I..D 10F 0£LAVIO 
STRESS? - . -.. .. 

MEALTH PROBL M R LATED TC AGENT ORANGE H RBIClOf ~!XPOSURe 
"IT I MIG~ TIME TMiT THE VT ~AN •OMI~lStR•TlON ANO VAA100& 
GOVERNMENT AG NCIE 8i SMAI< N ROM TM lR L~TiMARGY TOWARD ALL 
VETERA ,, FROM - TH MAROM i$, 1981 STAT MEiNT 0 - TH .1,,AT JAM R 
HOPKINS · oM Tl-IE L,OCI< 0 lOR0 0 TM BRENTWOOQ 'V,A; HbSPITAL, · -
1, WMV HA TH . 1A - FAILEO TO lNSfRUCT !M£tR E~AMIN~~G PH¥ ~~JANS ' l~ 

Tn DCDI V av I\AAII r-:DAI\A CCC DC\/CDCC cine Cf'\D \AJCCTCD"-.1 11"-.llf'\"-.l'C Tf'\I I _ CDCC DUf'\I\IC f\1111'.AQCDC 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 



• • T l ~ ' I • 

• /'"' JI> ... 
•· 

• • . [ \ I -. 
• f 

• • 
• • I ' 

• • 
• • 
• I • • ' i I 

• I 1 1 t t • • 1 ' .-, 

• TO REPL)' rrv MAIL
1

SRAIVI, P
0

ijONE ~EplERN' :uruioru A~Y TIME, D~Y ot NIG;HT:. I 

, I • 
• FOR YOUR LOCAL NUMBER, SEE THE WHITE PAGES 

. . ' -I , i i • I 

., 
t I ) I 

• 
OF YOUR TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

• OR 
':. • 

• ' I _;, 1 I l 

.,,. r . !!1: 'T, 
DlAL (TOLL n~Etl 000-

1
251.2241 
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'( . . • 
... l ' • l I t I ... T ' I 

V, 

• (EXCEPT IN NEW JEJtSEY 800-6~2-2271) 
I 1 J " • • \.. t • 

' . ' 

• OR DIAL\~EST~RN UI\IION'S IMFOMASTER SYSTEM DIRECTLY: ·· 
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1 

) 4 . , • f 1 ,. J l • 1 I I • , • ,I I I , 1 • 
• 

.;.. 'rt t:\' • i , ' , "1, , • o w· , g 4 . 2",t FROIVI ,-LEX •..•..•.•......•.... 6161 FR MT X ... , ............ 10 201 •~ 
' i :_, f I , ~~ J ' , i ( I I ' . • 

• • ,. I I 

• I 1 ( • f t 

• ! I • I t I " .... i • 
J l ,..' ,f "1 1 r ..._ 

• , , , < ,l i i ~ T • j >, 

., ... , "' i,T · r • T ',,J, I • 
' • ( .:! l I ,, • ) I ) I I • , T ◄ ' . 

• • l • . .. ' . • 
• ◄ l 

t . . ' , I .. J I ! " • 
I I . ! ',; I • 

• . ,., 
> I ' T !i I I 

·• . I l , I ' • 
-. l 1 • 1 ~ I I 1 

• 



• 

• 
• 
•► 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

PAGE 2 

THE DIAGNOSIS O CMI.ORACNE P SPIT TH! V,A, SO•CAL~ED PHYSICAL 
EXAMINATIOh OR - AGENT ORANG THAT . TH V,A, HAS A0MlNlST£R C"F0R MORE 
THAN TWO YEARS ANO TME MORE . THAN "0,000 Vl TAM VETiRANS WMQ HAVE . 
REQUESTED SUCH AN EXAMINATION FRO~ TME V,A, ,MO PITAL TMROU~HOUT IME 
COUNTRY? 
WHY IS tM V,A, ON~Y A LE TOR SPONO TO QUESTION ROM THE CENTER F~~ 
VET RANS RIGHTS CONCERNlNG 111-U IMPORTANT MATT R Will~ THE APRtL ,2,, 
1981 STAT MENT ~ROM DR BARC~AY M SM PAD THAT "THE T.ASK FORCE (ON 
AGENT ORANGE) I .. CURR NTLY lN THE PRCCE S OF R ~iNlNG 0IAGN0STJC 
PROCEDURES RELATlV£ TO CML0RACNE7" -a, WHY HAS TH VETERANS A0Mlhl TRATlON C NTRAL OFFlCi R FUS 0 TO 
ALLOW OR DENY . TM MARCH ,:H, 1980 R Q\JE T 8Y TM CtNT.f;R FOA VETERANS 
RIGHTS OR THi NAM AND ADCRE S S OF A'L 0ISA I.EC VETERANS o; TM 
VIETNAM ERA . IN CALIFORNIA UNO R 38 U, ,C, SECTlO 'lOl(F) FOR - TME 
PURPOSE OF OUTR ACM TO TMfM CONCERNING TME AGENT OR~~GE SE~V1CE8 O 
THE VETERANS AD~INlSTRATioN? . . 
J, WILL YOU APPOINT AN EXPERT 'PAN I. OF N0N•V,A, lNDlVICUAI. TO 
EVALUATE TME ~. 0 FOR A NATtONAL OEI.AYEb R ENTR~ PROGRAM OR ALL 4•Z 
LLION VI ,~~M ViTERANS w~o ~,v LACKE0 INFORMATION AS~UT TME . 
VIETNAM R6L.ATEO - PRO 1.,EMS oF 0!1..AYEO TR ' ss ANC u· tI OF TOX1~ 
HERBICIO S? - - -
~, WMY AR - VI TNAM V TERAN P~AN lNG TO PICKET THi CENTRAi. 0 FlCE 10, 
THE V,A, lN w~ MINGTON oc ON PR?OAY MAY 2a, 10 1·~0NC RNING v; •• LA~~ 
OF ACTION 10N TH~ AGENT ORAN~ IS ~EST 

BUDGET CUTS IN THE V,A, 
"I CALL ON PR SlOENT REAGAN TO STOPS P NClNG ,Mtl..1. .10~ OF 001..1.ARS 10N 
INAUGURAL BALLS ANO -TO UTIL1% lM MQN . Y POR WHAT , TME DSF ND R5 OR . 
OUR INE COUNTRY AR ENTilL.ED TO," FROM TME ,MARCA l', l'lfl ,_ TAT!MP.!NT 
OF TME LAT JAMES R-MOPKlN, . - . 
l, WHY HAS THE OIRECTOR 10F i~E OFFIC OF MANAGEM NT ,ANC 9UQG T 
ORQEREO A 74J - MILLlON DOLLAR REOUCT~ON IN TM N XT FISCAL YEAA euoGiT 
OF THE V,A, - SYST MS WITHOUT ANY VALUATION OF TH CO TL.V ME01CAL - 
SCHOOL A FILIATlCN I~ THE Y,A, SYSTEM W~ICM ORAX~S UP TO ~b P&RCENT 
OF THE MEOlCAL euoGET lNTO TRAINING ,COST CSEE JIJ~Y •J 1q79 v.1, D! T 
OF MEoICIN - ANO SURG!RY L TT A lL•1'6•T~ ~")1 -·· . -
2. HOW Wl~L V1 A, HOSPITALS eE ABl.,E TO OP£RAT AT ALL WlTM TMt P~ANN~C 
REOUcTION OF ,o,ooo · pHYS%ClA~S IN - THE 1MOSPlTAL SY$Tf~ ev · -~-, - ~ 

Pl.EASE RESPOND 
CE TER 0 VETERANS RtGHT 
RONALD BITZER -
TEL 'i1· -7iu,-ol1 
51~ WEST ADAM BL.VO 
LOS ANG LES Ci 90001 

• 1lsc13 EST 
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TO REP
1
L! ,BY MAUGRAM, PHO:NE w:e,sTE~~ UN~ON ANY, TI_ME, DAY 

FOR YOUR LOCAL NUMBjR, SEE THf WHITE PAGES 
1 

~ • > o ~ • I ♦ i I • 

.. I ~ .. l 1 .... ,, " f 1 i J 

1 OF YOUR HLEPHONE DJRE£_TDRY 
! • . ' 

OR 
. ' I < 

bR 

. . . -i l ! DIAL tTOLL PREE) 800-267-2241 1 
• • ( ' ' 

(EXCEPT IN NEW JERSEY 800-632-2271) 
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