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(Re . 335- conl n )

‘edible military forces that are essential to our national policy and
interests; and

WHEREAS, the only obvious sys- 1 is a form of Selective 2rvice t
brings service to the country back into proper national perspective
history shows no iccessful substitute for - e «ci! zen's dir
involvi 2nt in his destiny; and

WHEREAS, any operative Selective Service plan has to be completely fair
for all, ever since Vietnam, middle Americans have not been in uniform
of their country; and

WHEREAS, the Military Selective Service Act, as amended, provides a
fair and equitable sel :tion system under which 95% of our young
phsically qualified men have an equal opportunity to be considered for
military service through a Tottery syst¢ wit stringent controls over
deferments; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Chicago, ITlinois, August 24-26, 1982, that we recognize the inadequacy
of the Al1-Volunt :r Force and support a urn to a military draft
progr as the primary source of person | to meet the manpower
rﬁquirements of our armed forces, including the Reserve components
thereof.






THE AMERICAN LEGION
64th NATIONAL CONVENTION
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

ANRLICT 2A_28 1QQ2

RESOLUT )N 446

COMMITTEE:  National Security
SHRIFCT:  CRIME

WHEREAS, the increasing crime rate poses a threat to free people and to
free society; and

WHEREAS, 1law enforcement representatives are sometimes frustrated in
their efforts to combat the increasing c¢rime rate by attempted
perversions of the judicial system; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by The A rican Legion in National Convention assembl ~ in
Chicago, Illinois, August 24-26, 1982, that we encourar the Cor =2ss
and = islatures of the United ates to stiffen the penalities of
convicted offenders be punished; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that we further urge our law-making bodies to expand the
services to the "innocent victims" of crime to --sist these persons
monetarily and spiritually in recovering {1 m their unwarranted and
undesirable experience.









THE AMERICAN LEGION
64th NATIONAL CONVENTION

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
ANGNST 24-2A, 1082

RESOLUTION 491

COMMITTEE:  National Security

N NATINNAI DEFFNSE

Wi », various reports by our elected officials 1indicat our
deficiences in our national mil iry posture; and

WHEREAS, Congress has become aware of this oblem, and has increa |
the 1982-83 defense budget in an effort to = :ter our military stature
before other nations; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by The American Legion in Nation  Convention assembled in
Chicago, I11inois, August 24-26, 1982, that comme those ! bers of
Congress who are attempting to improve our military reparedness; and,
be it further

RESOLVED, that we urge Congress to continue their efforts to bring our
national military strength, and hardware of men and materials to the
position that our nation be number one, and that our people will not
have to live in fear of any sudden attack without the ability to
retaliate.






(F i. - continued)

will encourage Congress to authorize an education incentive program as
a readjustment benefit comparable to those that were provided under
Public Law 89-358, the so-called .,1d War ' terans Readjustment Act;"
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by The American Legion in Nationi Convention assembled in
Chicago, Il1linois, August 24-26, 1982, that we urge Congr: s to enact
legislation which would authorize and fund an education incentive
program to support retention and recruiting for Active and Reserve
Forces; and, be it finally

LVED, that The American Legion recommends to Congress that any such
educational incentive program be funded as a Department of Def
function but be administered by t Veterans Administration i1 @

VA currently has staff and expertise to admi ster such a program.






(Res. 517- continued)

RESOLVED, that The American Legion believes that a "Bill of Rights"
should be enacted specifying the benefits that accrue from military
service, which provides that such benefits i11d only be changed or
eliminated prospectively and changes would apply to those already
in service; and, be it finally

RESOLVED, that we wurge the Congress to enact "Bill of Rights"
lTegislation.









(Res. 520-continued)

limit age our land-basi ' missiles and “her military targets °
insure e credibility of our deterrent weapons and the survival of our
nation; and, based upon the critical need to maintain our technological
lead in space, to accelerate development of both peaceful and military
use of space, including consideration of launching a space-based
ballistic missile defense system.
























(Res. 27- continued)

RESOLVED, by The American Legion in National Convention asse 1led in
Chicago, I1linois, August 24-26, 1982, that we urge the President and
Congress to reaffir its commitr 1t to the security of the Republic of
Kor + and U.S. Force strength be increased commensurate with the
offensive build-up of North Kore¢ 1 Armed Forces; and, be it further

_—— -

F~"""VED, the’ y plan to withdraw any U.S. M RY FOR(™5 from the
f y1ic of k be considered only when a bonafide peace treaty has
been agreed to betv n North and South Korea.






THE AMERICAN LEGION
64th NATIONAL CONVENTION
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
A %82

RFSOIITTON 171

COMMITTFF:  Foreign Relations

SUBJECT:  POLAND

WHEREAS, Pol 1d, a member of the Warsaw Pact, has effectively
sup ‘essed Solidar s, the force working for greater freedom and
independence from totalitarian system imposed by the Soviet Union; and

NHEREAS, Polish workers are now denied the right to strike and barga
collectively which is in accord with Leninism and Soviet Communism;
and

WHEREAS, numerous factions in Poland, such as the farmers, students,
intellectuals and workers still believe in their right to exercise
increased control of their own lives, now, therefore be it

RESC YED, by The An “ican Legion in National Convention in Chicago,
ITTinois, August 24-26, 1982, to encourage freedc for Poland's
citizens, and oppose the Soviet Union's intervention in Poland's
internal affairs, or the invasion of Poland / Soviet military forces,
or the suppression of Poland's Solidarity movement by Polish-led
co unist forces.












(Res. 225- continued)

WHEREAS, this communique violates the Taiwan Tations Act is contrary
to US national interests, and Tong:- :anding A -ican Legion policy; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by The American Legion in National Convention assembled in

Chicago, I11inois, August 24-26, 1982, that v firmly support the sales

to the Republic of China of modern defense articles in quantities, such

that the Republic of China ¢ ed forces will able to maintain a

sufficient self-defense capability that will contribute to e strategic
security posture of the free world; and be it further

RESOLVED. that The American Legion desires - reassure tl Republic of
China ( 1iwan) that we recognize our security . it to that ition
and that we strongly protest any statement or act that will in any way
diminish  r support for its cause of world | ice and fre: om.






























(F .499 -continued)

deterrence at lower levels of armaments and a lessened likelihood of
nuclear war.

(4) A verifiable freeze of the testing and deployment of nuclear
forces only after the above conditions | re been achieved . d as
specified in Resolution 7, adopted at the May, 1982 National Executive
Committee meeting.

(5) Maximum emphasis on * : equality and ver ility of any
nuclear arms control measures, includi effective, wunal- -able
verification procedures including measurc- going :yond national

technical means to include fullest condsider..ion of on-site inspection
by both sides.









(Res.501 -continued)

of the unsettled conditions in Africa and t Middle East, to (1)
terminate all sanctions against Soi 1 Africa; and (2) establish full
diplomatic ties with South Afr 1, designat St th Africa as "most
favored nation" in all areas of trade and exchange of ynomic or
military facilities, and to provide tax incei ives for U.S. 1ndustrial
development in South Africa; and (3) enter into mutua’ y acceptable
military alliance with South Africa.






(Res.5C™ -continued)

RESOLVED, that we urge the Adr 1istration to refuse to finance wasteful
or inappropriate UN activities or to provide a disproportionately large
share of any UN funding; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that we urge the [/ inistration e necessary actions to
eliminate pionage operations against the ] States at the United
Nations; and, be it finally

RESOLVED, that the Foreign Relations Commi__ _. continues to stt y and
evaluate U.S. par icipation in the Un ed Nation and report
periodic 1ly.










