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TH™ WHITE HOl E
WASHINGTON
December 2, 1982

-~ MORANDUM FOR BILL SADLEIR
FROM: RED CAVANEYm

SUBJECT: American Legion Washington Conference_
February 24-26, 1983

As a »>llow up to my earlier con\':sations w th you and Fred, I
am affixing a copy of our schedule proposal for consideration by
you.

As you may recall, last August we were forced to cancel the
President's scheduled appearance ! :ZIore a joint gatherinag of
the American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary. e
annual Washington conference of these-two groups in late
February provides us with an excellent opportunity to remove
any remaining American Legion concerns about last year's can-
cellation.

If at all possible, I would recommend an early acceptance by
you for the President to appear before a »>int gathering of
the Leagion and its Auxiliary here in February. I'm reluctant
to broach the subject of the two groups coming together again
without an indication from you that such may be possible.

Could I please have your thoughts?




































must be carefully targeted and must make maximum use of the energy

and efforts of the private sector. This philosophy is reflected in

in the Caribbean Basin Initiative I announced a year ago. Its goal

is to combine trade, aid and incentives for investment into a

balanced arrangement that encourages self-help for the people of the
Caribbean Basin. Again and again, leaders of these countries have told
me that they don't want a hand-out, only help to improve their own
lives by their own efforts.

An imr-rtant part of such help is exposure to the
effective managemer.. practices and economic thinking that contribute
so much to successful development in the advanced economies like our
own. There is no more damaging misconception than the notion that
capitalism is an economic system benefitting only the rich. Economic
freedom is the world's mightiest engine for abundance and social justice.
In our own country "t has created more wealth and distribui 1 it more
widely among our pe _ple than in any other society known to man.
Developing countrie need to be encouraged to ex] :iment with the
growing variety of rrangements for profit sharing and expanded
capital ownership that can bring economic betterment to their people.

Of course, economic problems are not the only ones
that developing countries must contend with. The volatile combination
of poverty with social and political instability makes many of these
countries national* targets for subversion by the new colonialism of
the totalitarian left. When countries must divert their scarce
resources from economic development in order to fight imported
terrorism or guerri la warfare, economic progress is hard to come by.
Sec ity assistance. therefore, is an integral part of our aid policy
with respect to Lat n America and the developing world in general.

We face a special threat in Central America where our own
national security is at risk. Central America is too close to us,
and our strategic stake in the Caribbean sea lanes and the Panama
Canal is too great for us to ignore reality. The spectre of
Marxist-Lenist controlled governments in Central America with
ideological and political loyalties to Cuba and the Soviet Union
poses a direct challenge to which we must respond. Poverty together
with social and political instability make a volatile combination
which the new colonialists of the totalitarian left are trying to
exploit for their own cynical purposes.

The reaffirmation of democracy in Costa Rica in their
elections of last year, the transition from military rule to elected
civilian government in Honduras, and the launching of democracy in
El Salvador with the successful elections last March prove that we're
on the right course.

Thanks to this progress, Marxist revolution is no
longer seen as the inevitable future of Central America. Democracy,
with free elections. free labor unions, freedom of religion, and
respect for the in .grity of the individual is the clear choice of
the overwhe ning majority of Central Americans.

But e mnomic reform needs time to work, and democracy
be nurtured in countries where it doesn't have long traditions.
1st ensure that the governments of El Salvador and other Central
American countries can defend themselves against the Marxist guerrillas
g r ' - = ~--- 3nd Nicaragua.
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subversion to prevalil 1n Centrai america. (Applause.)

MORE
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The ‘m "African front line ¢ t ' implies we are
:isan on the side of mostly Marxist states in their
armination to crush South I rica by 1y means. There

is no need to link us to t& worl " 1 70l ' ' o>nary structure"
proclaimed for Marxist Angc and Mozambique.

All in all, though, this is a very fine draft.

































































