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THE WHITE HOUSEZ
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Dear Mr. Kogutek:

WASHINGTORM

o April 14,

Your request for a speaker has been forwarded to me
with the recommendation that a surrogate be secured
to speak to the 63rd Annual National Convention of

the American Legion.

Your request is being considered, and
touch with you at a time closer to the event to
apprise you of its status.

Thank you for your interest, and I welcome the
opportunity to work with you on this fine program.

Sincerely,

Judith A. Pond
Deputy Special Assistant
to the President

Mr. Michael J. Xogutek
National Commander

The American Legion
Post Office Box 1055
Indianapolis, IN 46206

will be in















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June .7, 1981
Mr. Fred A. Woodress
The American Legion
National Headquarters
P.0. Box 1055
Indianapolis, Indiana 46206

Dear Mr. Woodress:

Thank you for your thoughtfulness in sending me the
photo of the speakers platform. You can be sure that I
will make good use of it.

It is clear that much effort is needed to awaken Amer-
icans to the importance of recognizing Vietnam Veterans.
You a | your organization are doing a good job of this.

I wish you the best of luck in the fu aire.

Sincerely,

.y I«'/ i . .;“;‘/ (/ ('/
v ’_l .’1( ) // ~< - [T .

Morton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to the President







April 28, 1981

Dear Morton:

This is just a short note to thank you for your
attendance on Sunday, April 26, in tribute to Vietnam
Veter Recognition Day.

Your participation in welcoming tI young men who
hiked to Washington is most opreciated.

With best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

N&Eiona] Coﬁﬁéhder

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell
Assistant to Mrs. Elizabeth Do’
The White House, Room 190
Washiy ton, D. C. 20500
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Tk AM RITAN LEGIC |

1608 K STREET, N.W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

Memorandum to: Morton Blackiwell Dateg M
Special Assistant to the President

SUBJECT: Attached Telegrams

Shocked may not be a proper word for what e A :rican Legion
feels about the attempted assassination of Pres ent reagan yesterday.
For your information I have attached copies of legrams se¢ . by our
National Commander and I personally want to ass 2 you and the White
House staff that if there is anything that The =2rican Legion and/or
Auxiliary and our three million members can do stand ready.

ROBERI W. SPANUGLE
Executive Director

Attachment
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- |leon /7 % WASHINGTON OFFICE J 15808 "K* STREET, . W. % WASHINGTON., D. C. 20006 *%
(202) 393-4811 *

QFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

April 10, 1981

Honorable Edwin Meese, III
Counselor to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Meese:

I thought you might be interested in the Louis Harris releases
dated February 16, February 19 and subsequent releases of March 2 and
March 5, 1981. Nearly all the releases support the President's budget
proposals and in fact the release of February 16 indicates by its
headline "Federal Spending Cuts Favored".

However [ was very interested in the statistics cited in their poll
"--Veterans benefits account for another $23 billion in the federal
budget. Once again, however, a 65 percent majority of the public nation-
wide opts for virtually no cut at all in this area; 31 percent would
1ike to cut veterans benefits."

The American Legion finds this Harris survey to be valid judging
from the surveys we have conducted with our polls both of our own
n Hers and the general public.

With warmest regards, I am

Sir S,

ROEI—I\I Y% o [ § | r\lqOGLE
Executive Director

“1closures

cc: Mrs. Elijzabeth Dole
Mr. Morton Blackv 1
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THE HARRIS SURVEY February l6th, 1981

-2~

The Harris Survey then asked about 1l major federal grant programs:

--By 57-39 percent, a majority opposes cuts in grants for Medicaid,
budgeted at $18 billion.

--A substantial 72-23 percent majority would favor cutting federal highway
grants, a program costing more than $8 billion. Americans would like to see a 27 percent
cut in highway grants.

--8y 60-31 percent, a majority wants to s cuts in CETA and other job
programs, another $8 billion item in the federal budget. Most would be satisfied with an

18 percent cut in this area.

--By 70-24 percent, a majority wants cuts in welfare payments ! e by the
federal government, now budgeted at more than $7 billion annually. All in all, people
would like welfare spending cut by 30 percent.

-=By 63-34 percent, a majority does not favor cutting the school lunch and
other child nutrition programs, now budgeted at more than $4 billion a year.

--By 61-30 percent, a 2 to 1l majority favors ¢ ting general federal
revenue sharing with the states and localities, now budgeted over $4 billion a year.
People will accept a 13 percent cut in federal revenue sharing spending.

--By 65-28 percent, a majority would favo: cutting federal grants for
¢ ~ iidized housing (budgeted at $4 billion a year). A 2. percent cut in subsidized
housing would meet with public approval.

--By 53-41 percent, a majority would opt for < ting federal grants for
sewage treatment projects. A 12 percent cut would be approved in this $4 billion program.

--By 66-29 percent, a substantial majority favors cutting community
development programs. People would support a 22 percent cut in this $4 billion program.

--But by a narrow 49-45 percent, people do not want cutsS in mass public
3] 'tation grants by the federal government, now budgeted at more than $3 billion a

year. N

--By a clear-cut 63-34 percent, a substant 2l majority is opposed to cutting
federal aid to elementary and secondary education, budgeted at more than $3 billion a year.

In terms of dollar amounts, Americans favor cutting unemployment compensation
by $3.7 billion, federal civilian retirement by $3.3 billion, military retirement by $1.5
billion, food stamps by $1.3 billion, highway grants by §~.3 billion, CETA and other job -
programs by $1.5 billion, welfare by $2.3 billion, federaz. revenue sharing by $600 million,
subsidized housing by $900 million, sewage treatment by $500 million, and community
development by $900 million. Together, these cuts total $18.8 billion.

TABLES

Between January 22nd and 25th, the Harris Survey asked a cross section of
1,250 adults nationwide by telephone:

B
penetits t!

increases ettt it mmtim e moe e—ea e aa pew
federal spending should be cut by 50 percent, 25 percent, l0 percent, or hardly at all?"

(YT PPN









THE HARRIS SUR' February 19th, 1981
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But one thing seems certain: the "honeymoon" mood of the American people--
the desire to give the new President every benefit of the doubt--will be tested to the
limit. Clearly, Reagan feels that the time to make use of the huge reservoir of good
will is now, when it is at its peak. The President is pressing for simultaneous tax
and spending cuts, which is not the popular position. Moreover, not all the proposed
spending cuts he has recommended will be met with enthusiasm; some of them are downright
unpopular. Without a doubt, how Ronald Reagan fares on t s first test is likely to
determine much of his tenure in the White House for the n :t four years.

TABLES

Between January 22nd and 25th, the Harris Survey asked a cross section of 1,250
adults nationwide by telephone:

"Some Reagan advisers think that both the feder  budget and federal taxes
should be cut at the same time. Others think that taxes ould not be cut until major
cuts in federal spending are made. Which would you favor: cuts in both spending and
taxes at the same time, or no tax cut until federal spending has been cut in a major
way?”

FAVOR BOTH SPENDING AND TAX CUTS AT S. E TIME?

Cut both ¥ t Not sure

3 - 3
Total ’ 28 67 5
Voted Reagan i3 65 2
Voted Carter 22 74 4
Conservative 32 . 65 3
Middle of the road 28 68 4
Liberal 22 77 1

"A major first effort of the Reagan Administrat 1 will be to cut back on
federal spending. One way they plan to do this is by res..lcting eligibility for
certain benefits the federal government now supports and by reducing the amounts of
future increases in these benefits. For each of the following = iefits tell me if you

think federal spending should be cut by 50 percent, 25 percent, 10 percent, or hardly
at alilz2"

"Now let me ask you about major federal grant programs. Do you favor cutting
federal spending on (READ EACH ITEM) by 50 percent, 25 percent, 10 percent, or hardly
at allz"

SUPPORT FOR CUTS IN SPECIFIC FEDERAL BENEFITS AND GRANT PROGRAMS

Favor cut OQovupose cut NoOt sure

3 3 %

5

| ‘ 24 4

Subsidized housing 66 28 6

Community development programs 67 29 4

CETA and other job programs 62 31 7
General revenue sharing with the states

and localities 61 30 9

TABLE CONTINUED




THE HARRIS SURVEY
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SUPPORT FOR CUTS IN SPECIFIC FEDERAL BENEFITS AND GRANT PROGRAMS CONT'D.

February 19th,

Favor cut Oppose cut Not sure

% 3 )
Ur 'loyment compensation 59 38 3
Federal civilian retirement 59 35 6
Sewage treatment projects 54 41 5
Food stamps for people with low incomes 54 41 S
Military retirement 51 45 4
Mass public transpbrtation 46 50 4
Grants for medicaid ) 39 57 4
School lunch and other child nutrition
programs 35 63 2
Aid to elementary and secondary schools 34 63 3
Veterans benefits 31 66 3
Social Security 20 77 3
Medicare for the elderly 15 83 2

Louis Harris and Associates, Inc. subscribes to the
principles of disclosure of the National Coun 1 on Public

Polls. The principles are that all reports ¢ survey findings

of member organizations, prepared specificall for public

release, will include reference to the follow 73:

sponsorship
of the survey; dates of interviewing; method obtaining the

interviews; population that was sampled; size .. the sample;
size and description of the sub-sample, if the sur

.ies primarily on less than the total samplr- compiete wording
the percentages

or questions upon which the release is based; 1d,
upon which conclusions are based.

' report

All of this information is provided in this release.

fe) 1981
i@ Chicago Tribune
World Rights Reserved
Chicago Tribune-N.Y, News Syndicate, Inc.
220 East 42nd Street, New York, NY 10017
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THE HARRIS SURVEY - March 2nd, 1981
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Despite this rather sweeping mandate to give the new < xt.what he wan‘
in the way of budget cuts, the | »jple do not feel that Cc jress should simply go along

with the cuts Reagan has asked ror:

-~A 62 percent majority thinks that Congress should examine in detail
the President's proposals and go along only where it feel= the program makes sense. A
small die-hard 5 percent hold the view that Congress shot . oppose most of the Reagan cuts.

This expressed preference of the people for Congress to go over in detail all
the President's recommendations reflects their understanding of the way the American
syste works. In their wisdom, the framers of the U.S. Constitution, in addition to
providing a separation of powers among the three branches of government, gave each
branch the authority to check and balance the others.

Although the people clearly support the new occupant of the Oval Office on his
dramatic bud' :-cut proposals, when asked if they think the federal budget will pe _
balanc by L9d4, as the Reagan administration now estimates, a 69-25 percent majority
believes "it just will not happen.® Obviously, Americans do not expect a miracle that

would soon put an end to deficit spending.

But it is equally apparent that the people think Reagan is off to a good start,
and for the most part, they are willing to give his proposals to cut the budget the
benefit of the doubt.

TABLES

t 'n February 19th and 22nd, the Harris Survey asked a cross section of
1,254 adurts nationwide by telephone:

"Let me ask you about a number of specific things President Reagan said he
wants to do. For each, tell me if you favor or oppose it."

REAGAN'S BUDGET PROPOSALS

Not
Fav~~, Oppose sure
% %
His assurance that there will be
. NO cuts in Social Security,
Medicare, veteran's benefits,
aid to the handicapped, or the
Head Start program 3 7 1
His call to cut 41.1 billion
dollars from the 1982 federal
budget 8 15 5
His call to cut federal welfare
spending by 520 million dollars 74 23 3
His wanting to inc: ise the defense
budget by 7 billion dollars,
making defense the only area
where an increase in spending
is proposed 72 25 3
Y
eliminating free school lunches
for children of families who
can afford tc pay 71 28 1
His wanting to cut the food stamp
program by 1.8 billion dollars 67 30 3

continued
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March 2nd, 1981

REAGAN'S BUDGET PROPOSALS (contn'd)

Not
Favor Oppose sure
%

His abolition of the Economic

Development Administration,

which was set up to stimulate

economic growth, but which

Reagan claims is just another

bureaucracy 65 26

His call to cut the synthetic

fuels energy program by 3.2

billion dollars, leaving it to

business to finance the

development of oil from coal,

tar sands, and shale 6l 35 4

His cutting 1.2 billion dollars
for unemployment compensation
programs by shortening the time
)ple can receive such benefits 59 38 3

His cutting by one-third loans by
the Export-Import Bank which
stimulate sales abroad 58 32 10

His call for cutting federal aid
to primary and secondary
education by 1.25 billion dollars 42 54 4

His call to cut Medicaid by 1
billion dollars 36 60 4

"And what action do you think Congress should ta’' @ in regard to the proposed
budget cuts? Should Congress go along with almost all Pre .dent Reagan has called for,
should Congress examine the program in detail and go along unly where it feels the program
makes sense, or should Congress oppose most of the program?"”

CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON PROPOSED BUDS ' CUTS
VOTE IN 1980

Voted Voted
zf\ﬂ“?\\’ Reacan g-?\-ﬂ-a—

- L .
Congress should go along
with almost all 32 48 17
Should examine in detail 62 52 72
Should anpose most of the .
Not sure 1 * 1

continued























