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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Dole 
Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Dole: 

SEP 9 REC'D M~ 

September 7, 1982 

Enclosed is a photo and biography of the 
newly elected National Commander of The American 
Legion. 

Mr. Al Keller is from Kankakee, Illinois 
and I thought it would be useful for you to 
have this information available in your files. 

I would appreciate visiting with you in the 
near future about setting a date for our Commander 
to pay a courtesy call upon the President of the 
United States. 

Sincerely, 

M~~Kraja 
Executive Director 

Enclosure 







FROM: National Public Relations Division, The American Legion, Washington, D. C. 20006 

AL KELLER JR. 
NATIONAL COMMANDER 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 

(Biographical Sketch) 

Al Keller Jr., 57, Kankakee, Ill., has been elected the American Legion 1s new 

national commander for 1982-83. 

As the chief executive officer of the 2. 6-million member American Legion--the 

nation's largest veterans organization--Keller will visit nearly every state in the 

union and several foreign countries during the year. 

He was a gunner on a B-24 in the European Theater with the Army Air Force and 

flew 16 combat missions in World War II. He was a prisoner of war for a few weeks 

prior to the end of the war. 

Born in Peoria, Ill., he enrolled in agriculture courses at the University of Illinois. 

His professional career includes being a cost accountant for a major corporation 

and an office manager and accountant for a construction company. 

He began a civil service career as administrative assistant for the Kankakee County 

Board, an accountant for the American Red Cross, and returned to local government as 

chief deputy county clerk. Presently, he is admin istrative assistant for Kankakee County. 

Keller has been an active Legionnaire for 28 years beginning with Post No. 85, 

Kankakee, which he serv ed as pos t commander an d adjutant. He also served as post 

service officer. For a number of years, he has been involved in American Legion Baseball. 

He also served the Legion's Illinois Department as district commander, department vice 

commander and department commander. He also served on the department's Veterans 

Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission for several years. 

He was a member of the Legion's national Americanism commission until his election 

to national commander. 

Keller is a member of the Kankakee Elks Lodge and the Disabled American Veterans 

and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Keller and his wife, Genevieve, have two sons. 

(end) 
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For God and Country 

NEWS RELEASE 
NEWS HOTLINE (800) 428-2686 

(INDIANA) (317) 637~649 

National Public 
Relations 
Division 
Wm. M. Detweiler, Chairman 
Michael E. Alexander, Director 

P. 0. Box 1055 

THE 
AMERICAN 

LEGION 
CONTACT: MIKE ALEXANDER--CHICAGO 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46206 
(317) 635-8411 

1608 K St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
(2021 861 -2792 

Date of Origin: Aug. 26, 1982 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CHICAGO--Al Keller Jr., Kankakee, Ill., has been elected the American 

Legion's national commander for 1982-83. He succeeds Jack W. Flynt, Dimmitt, Tex. 

As the chief executive officer of the 2.6-million member American Legion-

the nation's largest veterans organization--Keller will visit nearly every state 

in the union and several foreign countries during the year. 

He was a gunner on a B-24 with the Army Air Force and flew 16 combat missions 

in World War II. He was a prisoner of war. 

Born in Peoria, Ill., he enrolled in agriculture courses at the University 

of Illinois. 

His professional career includes being a cost accountant for a major corporation 

and an office manager and accountant for a construction company. 

He began a civil service career as administrative assistant for the Kankakee 

County Board, an accountant for the American Red ·cross, and returned to local 

government as chief deputy county clerk. Presently, he is administrative assistant 

for Kankakee County. 

Keller has been an active Legionnaire for 28 years beginning with Post No. 85, 

Kankakee, which he served as post commander and adjutant. He also served as post 

service officer. For a number of years, he has been involved in American Legion 

Baseball. 

(more) 



Al Keller Jr. -- 2 

He also served the Legion's Illinois Department as district commander, 

department vice commander and department commander. He also served on the 

department's Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Commission for several years. 

He was a member of the Legion's national Americanism commission until his 

election to national commander. 

Keller is a member of the Kankakee Elks Lodge and the Disabled American 

Veterans and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Keller and his wife, Genevieve, have two sons. 

(30) 



OF F ICE OF THE 

EXECUTI VE DIRECTOR 

* WASHINGTON OFFICE * 160 8 "K' STREE T, N. W. * WAS HINGTON, D. C. 20006 * 
(202) 861-2711 * 

June 18, 1981 

Ms. Maiselle Shortley 
Office of Special Assistant 

to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Maiselle: 

In response to your request for a list of organizations 
that The American Legion would suggest be called to attend a 
briefing on the President's tax package, we respectfully submit 
the following list of names: 

The American Legion 
AMVETS 
Disabled American Veterans 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. 
Blinded American Veterans 
Paralyzed Veterans of America 
Veterans of World War I of the U.S.A. 
Catholic War Veterans of the U.S.A. 
Jewish War Veterans of the U.S. 

Sincerely yours, 



MY7 A 
EX EC U-T+VE-OtREC'l'E>R-.-.__ 1 2 0 2 8 6 1 2 7 1 I 

\(HE A MERICAN LEgJ.O 1608 K STREET, N . W . 
~f'FICE W ASH INGTON . D . C . 20006 



The 
Arnerjcan 

Legion * W A SHINGTON OF F I CE* 1608 ' K" STREET, N. W. * WASHINGTON . □ . C. 20006 * 

N AT IONAL COMMANDER 

Mr. Lawrence K. Grossman, President 
Public Broadcasting Service 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

Dear Mr. Grossman: 

October 22, 

I am writing in regard to PBS's plan to broadcast a special two hour 
Veterans Day program and to advise you that television stations around the 
country have been contacting American Legion officials to promote the pro
gram as well as handle phone calls fr.om those who see it. 

We have reviewed one segment of that program package, "Frank: A Viet
nam Veteran", and find it to be a potentially damaging portrayal of 
Vietnam veterans. If the other segments are consistent with this one i n 
content and tone, then your presentation will have been a disservice to 
the mi 11 ions of young veterans who have made successful adjustments. 
Although we would never question your right to broadcast a program of this 
type, we do question the wisdom of once again portraying Vietnam veterans 
as a group of social and moral deviants. 

Broadcasting 11 Frank 11 will likely reinforce certain prejudices which, 
over the last decade, have created employment and other obstacles for t his 
youngest generation of veterans. It will also be perceived by many as 
justification to challenge the concept of service to the nation. I, 
therefore, am advising all Legion officials in the various ·states that t he 
program is an unbalanced presentation and that their decisions to parti ci
pate as phone volunteers must be made with the understanding that some of 
the callers may require professional counselling. 

Mr. Grossman, I regret that your Service has decided to focus a maj or 
portion of the November 11 program on an individual whose interview l acks 
credibility because of contradictory remarks contained therein. But I 
regret even more that an opportunity will have been missed to treat the 
vast majority of Vietnam veterans with the respect they deserve. 

Sincerely, 

~ I--~ 
0 AcK w. FLYNT Cl · · 
V National Commander 



US. Department of 
Transportation 

400 Seventh St. . S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Office of the Secretary 
o f Transportation 

JUN 1 0 1982 

MEMORANDUM TO: Ms. Sally Kelley 
Dir ector, Agency Liaison 
White House Correspondence 

SUBJECT: Lett er dated March 11, 1982 
fran Jack W. Flynt, National 
Commarrler of the American Legion 
re: 0:mcern Regarding Proposal 
to Disband or Inadequately Fund 
the U.S. Coast Guard 

Enclosed is a copy of a draft response to Mr. Flynt regarding the 

disbanding arrl inadequate funding issues. 

In our proposed draft we deny that there is a plan to disbarrl the 

Coast Guard and point out that the material rondition of its 

resources is improving due to acquisition of new aircraft and 

cutters. 

Enclosure 

~.-....1cS,.....-r - ~~......,.> 

t-7:- Katherine M. Anderson 
Director, 
Executive Secretariat 



Mr. Jack W. Flynt 
National Cormnarrler 
American Legion 
1608 K Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

~..-k,.i 
Dear H12. FlJ nt'!' 

DRAFT LETIER ( l1--~ 
~ pfl-: , 

11
, • -f:- ( l , .., /.' . -✓ko,..J>I-

Y'" ' .r ~ /I 

B 
5,Q.. 0 ,/ 0 j ( ~ c/ e/r.ys / 

.et,~ 0 e. C-{.l '-' J-t.. ~ ,' s 5 c., ~ u. 4. 5 
~ J dfU4 ;'-<. w,,,.yv-es,, L 
~ l/'f2-; i- ... ,:f ,'s ~~ /o.../? 

fv_:ff =1 ro-,r- ~ 
Thank you for your recent letter of concern regarding the U.S. Coast Guard. 1/'t~-. 

In an attempt to curb federal goverment growth all agencies have been required 

to ecooomize. Some agencies have felt the impact of these ecooomies to a greater 

degree than others. By comparison to most agencies, the Coast Guard has fared well 

in the magnitude of the targeted reductions. +-r---s~t,-.. 1)...,c.-~ --~~ .,....._ ~ 
A Jf'here is oo plan to disbarrl the Coast Guard. The basic duties of the Coast 

Guard remain intact, arrl its material corrlition arrl operational capabilities 

will improve due to recent initiatives. For example, a new class of medium 

errlurance cutters is being constructed which will, when delivered, permit 

replacement of some of the aged vessels currently in service; new fixed wing 

aircraft arrl helicopters are being procured which will improve the effective

ness of the Search arrl Rescue arrl the Law Enforcement Programs; further, 

personnel retention is improving as a result of recent pay increases. 

I am sure that the Coast Guard will continue to provide a high level of s 

to the nation in keeping with its long tradition. 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOU S ,E OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

MAY 18, 1982 

TO: DEPAR'IMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ACTION RE(PESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMIN3: 

ID: 065958 

MEDIA: LETIER, DATED MARCH 11, 1982 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: MR. JACK W. FLYNT 
NATIONAL COMMANDER 
AMERICAN LEGION 
1608 K STREET, NW 
WASHINGTON OC 20006 

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES CCNCERN RffiARDING PROPOSAL TO 
DISBAND THE CCY\ST GUARD AND SPREAD ITS 
MISSIONS AMCN:; SEVERAL arHER GOVERNMENT 
AGENCIES 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF RE(UIRED ACTION HAS Nar BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OP AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



065958 
ID# ______ _ 

13" I • INCOMING 

WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

Date Correspondence P' -, I /l .3 I I ~ 
Received (YY/MM/DD) ~L~ ~i?l~-'-u-'-""--'--'---...,-

N arne of Correspondent: - ~Ja~~_,.j~~.2..."'-----";«/-------'/=------""'?~""'-=-..,c...<?I""".,:c=-------T v 

~ Ml Mail Report 

ROUTE TO: 

Off~Agency (Staff Name) 

ACTION CODES: 

A • Appropriate Action 
C • Comment/Recommendation 
D • Draft Response 
F · Furnish Fact Sheet 

to be used as Enclosure 

User Codes: (A) ____ _ 

ACTION 

Action 
Code 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Tracking 
Date 

· YY/MM/DD 

I • Info Copy Only/No Action ·Necessary 
R • Direct Reply w/Copy 
S • For Signature 
X · Interim Reply 

(B) __ _ (C) __ _ 

DISPOSITION 

Completion 
Date 

Type 
of 

Response Code YY/MM/DD 

DISPOSITION CODES: 

A• Answered 
B • Non-Special Referral 

C • Completed 
S • Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Type of Response = Initials of Signer 
Code = "A" 

Completion Date = Date of Outgoing 

~omments: _---=-.,'--=-------=--=..J'-"'-=::.....I.,:___-'~'--~--~------"::...,., --=< ::...--·~~::.../!.._'_,~::__· ...!c<--:_? ..::. ... ~-----=-~F-~---.,~/4::...u~ /__,ce:/ :....:~'-... - ·-=(_(=>=,.:.----.:~.::::::--,e-::::,:~=-.:..,., ____ _ 
/ 

eep this worksheet attached to the original Incoming letter. 
end a!I routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
lways return completed correspondence record to Central Flies. 
efer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590-:-

!' 

I 

i: 
I 



an 
ion * WA S H I NGTON OFFICE * 1608 " K" STREET. N. W * WASHINGTON. 0 . C. 20 0 06 * 

OF"F" I CE OF THE 

NATIONAL CO MMANDER 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

March 11, 1982 

For 192 years, the United States Coast Guard has performed invaluable ser
vices to this nation in peace and war. As you are aware, some of the 
on-going missions have been the interdiction of drug traffic and the inter
ception of thousands of aliens from Haiti and Cuba trying to enter this 
country illegally. However, the Coast Guard missions in these vital areas 
have been severely constrained due to budgetary considerations. 

Of particular concern to me are reports that the Office of Management and 
Budget may be planning proposals to disband the Coast Guard and spread its 
missions among several other government agencies, primarily the Department 
of Defense. 

Mr. President, the Coast Guard is not a regulatory agency. The missions 
performed by the Coast Guard are indispensable to the safety of the boating 
public and indispensable to the Justice Department in policing the illegal 
drug traffic, and controlling the influx of illegal aliens. Moreover, the 
Coast Guard must be fully manned and equipped today to perform its ultimate 
wartime missions. 

You will recall that you spoke to the 62nd National Convention in Boston in 
the summer of 1980. At that same convention, The American Legion passed a 
resolution calling for you and the Congress to provide funding "necessary to 
meet the assigned missions of the Coast Guard." 

We still believe the United States Coast Guard has an indi.spensable role, 
both in peace and in war. We hope you will agree and cea~e any proposals to 
disband this vital federal agency. 

Sincerely yours, 

'§~ 
JACK W. FLYNT 
National Commander 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 8, 1981 

Dear Mr. Hubbard: 

Thank you so much for your recent letter 
expressing appreciation for the opportunity 
to participate in the defense briefing held 
on May 1st. I am glad you found the meeting 
informative and that you gained additional 
knowledge about the President's initiatives 
in the defense area. 

I might add that I'm always pleased to hear 
a compliment regarding my staff. I'm so 
pleased to hear your kind comments about 
Morton Blackwell's performance, as well as 
that of the other Administration officials . 

Again, thank you for your kind comments and 
for taking the time to write. 

With all best wishes. 

Mr. James B. Hubbard 
The American Legion 
1608 "K" Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 

~~ 

eth H. Dole 
o the President 
blic Liaison 
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., /J...... - .• :.,,/ • .,_ 1/" ) r/ r :_,,.. 
/ ,, * WASHINGTON OFFIC, _E ✓* 1608 "K" STREET. N .W . * WASHINGTON. D.C. 20006 * 

for God and Country 

Mrs. Elizabeth Dole 
Special Assistant to the 

President for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Dole: 

May 11 , 1981 

As you may be aware, Mr. Morton Blackwell of your staff ar
ranged a defense issues briefing for reP,.resentatives of the 
associations and organizations interested in that subject. 

(202) 861-2700 * 

The briefing took place on May 1, and I consider myself for
tunate for having been invited. Speaking in all candor, the 
previous Administration did not see fit to foster such an ex
change of information until well into its third year, by which 
time the campaign for the President' re-election was well under 
way. 

Please accept my congratulations on your efforts to keep inte
rested individuals and organizations informed of President 
Reagan's defense policies. You are also to be congratulated 
for recognizing that those of us who study defense issues appre
ciate the opportunity for meaningful input into those important 
policy decisions. 

You have my personal thanks for the opportunity to meet Secre
tary Lehman, Mr. Kramer and Mr. Schneiders . They are true 
professionals who know the issues and who articulate well the 
President's views. 

I very much look forward to more exchanges in the future. 

JBH/jbb 

4ncerely • 
~AMES B. HUBBA , Deputy Director 

National Security-Foreign 
Relations Division 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 8, 1981 

Dear Mr. Schlee: 

Thank you so much for your recent letter 
e xpressing appreciation for the opportunity 
to participate in the defense briefing on 
May 1st. I am glad you found the meeting 
informative and that you gained additional 
knowledge about the President's initiatives 
in the defense area. 

I might add that I'm always pleased to hear 
a compliment reqardinq mv staff. I'm so 
pleased you found Morton Blackwell's 
speech informative and interesting. 

Aqain, thank vou for taking the time to 
write and for your kind words. 

With all best wishes. 

Sincerely , 

7 

Elizabeth H. Dole 
Assistant to the President 

for Public Liai son 

Mr. G. Michael Schlee 
President 
National Security -

Foreiqn Relations Division 
The America n Leg ion 
1608 "K" Street, N. W. 
Washinq ton , DC 20006 
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For God and Country 

* WASHINGTON OFFICE* 1608 "K" STREET. N .W . * WASHINGTON. D . C. 20006 * 
(202) 861-2700 * 

/ , 

~,,___,,c _,.f_ ___ __,,, 

Mrs. Elizabeth Dole 
Special Assistant to the 

President for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Do 1 e: 

~ ---------·-- -

I thank you for the opportunity to participate in 
the Defense update briefing on May 1. The brief
ing was most informative and will have measurable 
affect on the national security interests of The 
American Legion. 

-·· - ·-· ---------~ 
I wish to particularly point out that I felt Morton __ __ , 
Blackwell did an excellent job in both speak-i"°g ;ind _ --__ 
the topic. 

Again, my thanks for the opportunity to participate 
in these worthwhile briefings. 

GMS/jbb 

Very sincerely, 

fl,,~ L ~ 
1 ., We~ SCHLEE, Di rector 

ational Security-Foreign 
Relations Division 



NATIONAL COMMANDER JACK W. FLYNT 
and 

THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION 
of 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
COi'cua£/,,f i.nuite y.ou to attend 

a re=p,lian and £YCet ~ IJ~al J~ 
~~ we.ning,, 'lnat<efi. 25, 1982, 5:30 to 7:30 p,,m. 

in ap,p,reciation oG y.our 
m~ courCe4ie.o. and C,.iend~ ~ 
THE CAPITOL HILL CLUB 

&~er~ 
soo Sir~t Jtreet, J&, '>ta6Aing,tan, <J)fl, 

1l.J.'V.'f). ~ 'lnarcll 16 IJfarence 'ln. 1BaCQ11, 
861-27't0 £fuurman 



I memo 
:J.rom: WAYNE VALIS ~ 

,I 

~ Morton Blackwell 
Joz 

:})al•: 6 /1 8 /82 

Re: American Legion's request to have 
President present Merchant Marine 
Achievement Trophy Award to Exxon. 

Morton, although I'd be crazy about the 
President getting together with Exxon, I 
don't think I'd recommend this scheduli"""rig 
proposal.- Please talk to me about this 
when you have a moment. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

TO: ~ ~ ~loc\:::., ••nQ ~ 
' FROM: Martha Fraas 

SUBJECT: 

The attached is for your: 

D Information 

D Direct Response 

D EHD Draft Letter 

□ File 

Comments: 

D Review & Comment 

✓ Appropriate Action 

D Signature 

D Other 



FEB 1 6 Rm:o~ 
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The 
Arnerjcan 

Leg 10n * MERCHANT MARINE COMM ITTEE * 88 HURON ROAD * BELLEROSE VILLAGE. N. Y. 11 426 * 

OFFICE OF THE 

NATIONAL C H AIRMA N 

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Dole 
Assistant to the President 
Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Dole: 

February 12,1~82 

for 

It was a pleasure meeting you again on the occasion of your talk before 
the American Legion at our National Convention in Honolulu last year. 
Your talk was excellent and extremely well received. I will be in 
Washington with the many Legionnaires next week. Might you be joining 
us once again? 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you again for obtaining 
the autographed photo of President Reagan for me. 

Attached is a copy of the February 3,1982 letter sent to President Reagan 
by John V. Caffrey, who is the current Commander of the Robert L. Hague 
Merchant Marine Industries Post No. 1242. We know how extremely busy the 
President is, but would it be possible to, once again, prevail upon his 
good services to honor this ceremony in the White House some time later 
in the year? 

Your kind consideration would be greatly appreciated. 

WH/gph 
encl. 

Sincerely, 

• 
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~, 6 e ,-t J.. II a 9 u e - l1t e,. e A a 1t t JJt a,. i 1t e j tt du, t,. i e .& P, .& t 11,. I Z 4 2 
AMERICAN LEGION - DEPT. OF NEW YORK 

Headqu..-hri: 
120 Ced1r Strut 

Hew: York, N. Y. 10006 
Tel. 267-239' 

OFFICERS: 

Commander 
John V. Caffrey 

ht Vice Commander 
John C. Ford 

· 2nd ·Vice Comm•nder ~ 
larmond E. C.lhoun 

Jrd Vice Comm•nder 
Dnld C. Hislop 

Chaplains 
Chapl1ln 6eor9e R. D1w,on 
John H. Duncan · 

Fln1nce Officers 
Thom11 M. McQulllin9 
Robert H. Coons 

Jud91 Advoc1tt 
Jama, J . Burns. Jr. 

Welfare O lflcers 
Wllll1m D. Hor1n 
Dewey D1rrl91n 

S1r911nh-at-Arm1 
Arthur H1n11n 
S. 0. Tlwrrln9ton 

Color 6 uuds 
Rlch1rd M. Kine 
W1lter Thor,tn 

Post Hi1tori1n1 
Arne E. Eikevik 
Rudolph A. Stryker 

Post Lo9 Editor 
David C. Hl,lop 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
l1n(1mln hrmu 
Ralph E. lettum 
John It . llackeby 
Arnold Da nielsen 
Jo11ph 6 r1ln9er 
Don•ld F. Hall 
Jame, R. Hann• 
Goor90 M. Kellner 
c;,. :d J . Li·de 
J1mes S. Murdock · 
P:1 JI · P· c1.1 

ErlinQ S. So lberg 
John A. Such1nek 

February 3, 1982 

The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I 

Chris. A. lendl11n, Ad(utut 

Wllllam Schw1m, Assistant Ad(utant 

Last fall we requested your participation in the American Legion 
Merchant Marine Achievement Trophy Award ceremony. Although 
disappointed in the reply that you would be unable to do so, we 
appreciated · the press of affairs of office and have awaited the new 
year before re-initiating the request. 

In affirming the (uneri can Legion •·s tota 1 support of your admi ni s-
trati 9n, we also take the opportunity ·of reminding that the 
effectiveness of such support is based in a large measure .on the 
traditional ceremonies from which we derive our strength. This 
particular ceremony has, since the time of President Eisenhower, been 
conducted at the White House. We, therefore, sincerely trust that 
you, or in your absence, Vice President Bush will be available to 
officiate the event. Historical material is attached in amplifica tion. 

.The recipient ill be Exxon Company, U.S.A. in recognition of their 
operating the largest privately owned American Flag fleet of deep sea 
vessels together with their displayed confidence in our future by an 
investment outlay for conversion and new construction of significant 
magnitude. 

We will await your hopefully favorable response and together with 
Exxon's offi cers will accommodate any opening your busy schedule 
offers. Than~ you again for your consideration. 

.R•Q?~ 
Jp)m V. Caffrtiy r:;~ 
c6mrna nde r ~ 

- PAST COMMANDERS - -
0 Wl lliem M. Mc6uir1 
•M•lcolm L. Worrell 
•Robert S. Sm ith 
•John I. Kaun1u9h 

•Henry C. Puke 
•John I . Lym1n 
"G..,,91 H . Ackerman 
John A. Curoll 

•O•lv•r D C<>•vln 
• Horbert R. 0 iotu 

Howud L. Humphries 
•Alonzo H. King 
"Wlllh H. llogert 
Jemes A. McQulllln9 
William D. Ho, .. 
W•v•• H. Ch ri1ten1H 
Nich: IJI P. H• rny 
..!-::'\ i• !t Por!t-

John W. Kelltr 
Hollis M. Wi lker, Jr. 
Joltn H. lng r•ham 
Anthony J. McAllhhr 
Wa lter L. V•uqh•" 
Lester A. 0utcn o, 

Willi am S: hw .,rt, 
Lewi, H. R1bb•9• 

•Ea w,rd C. Hold•n. J r. Th omu M. M:Quillin9 C. A. Btnd:un 
~i lbtrt Y. Roa 



June 14, 1982 

~ ~•Ce-, 

I am honored to extend warmes eetings and best 
wishes to the American Legion as you gather for 
your Sixty-Fourth National Convention. 

Legionnaires know firsthand how we as a nation 
have come to earn the peace and freedom we enjoy 
today. You have personally sacrificed in defense 
of our cherished rights ·to ensure that future 
generations could be spared war and its terrible 
consequences. Though today we are struggling to 
put our nation back on sound financial footing 
through fiscal restraint, I assure you that we 
are nonetheless determined not to falter in our 
basic commitment to provide for the men and women 
who have answered our nation's call. 

You have my best wishes for a productive and 
enjoyable meeting. I am confident that your 
Convention initiates another year of invaluable 
service as a forum for issues of vital concern t~ 1 

all Americans. 

Sent To: 

RONALD REAGAfJ 

Mr: Robert- Hermann 
National Public Relations Division 
The American Legion 
1608 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Enclosure: 8xl0 glossy photo 

----------RR:Silverman:- . 1.. / 

cc: K.Osborne/D.Livingston~Blackwell/ 
DUE: JUNE 18 (printing) ~ -
EVENT: AUGUST 20-26 (Chicago) 
Draft information provided by VA. 



EXECUTIVE D IRECTOR 

WASH IN GTON OFFICE 

February 9, 1982 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Asst. to the President 

for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 
I am delighted that you will be attending the 

National Commander's luncheon on Wednesday, February 
17. Your ticket is enclosed herewith. 

You are cordially invited to join us for a 
VIP reception preceding the luncheon at 11:30 a.rn. 
in the Continental Room of the Capital Hilton. 

Morton, I look forward to seeing you. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
M Kraja 
Execu e Director 

Enclosure 

l?+OH UO+l!H 1e+1de:) 
l861 LI AJEmJqa.:1 •fepsaupaM ., 

N03HJNn7 S,tl30NVININO:J lv'NOl~~N 

] 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A SH IN GTON 

November 25, 1·9 81 

Dear Mylio : 

I want to express my sincere appreciation for 
the commemorative bottle from the 1981 American 
Legion National Convention . That's as close as 
I'll get to Hawaii this year . 

I regret that I was unable to attend. I hope 
I'll be able to attend next year's convention . 

Cordially, 

:'.J 7 
· II ;:7,1·t _ -, 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

Mylio s. Kraja 
Executive Director 
American Legion 
1608 K St., NW 
Washington , D.C. 20006 



• EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 

-

November 13, 1981 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 

The ~Jhi te House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

The American Legion wishes for you to have the 
commemorative bottle that was issued for the 1981 
American Legion National Conventi'on. 

We regret that you were unable to be with us 
and hopefully next year's schedule will permit your 
attendance at our National Convention. 

With kindest regards, I am 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: Red 

FROM:Morton 

October 27, 1981 

Per my memo of October 8, 
I am forwarding you a copy of 
the response sent by Robert 
Nimmo to Jack Flynt, National 
Commander of the American Legion. 



OCTOBER i 1 1981 

Mr. Jack W. F l ynt 
UAtioll.Cl c~~or 
Tha ~er.ieall. L q!on 
lS~.3 1( Su et:, Ui;1 
Washington, n.c. 2000, 

Dau ~udu Flynt, 

Your lott&?" to the ~sld&l'J.t · ·t~ Oetobttt. l, 1981# WAS 
r-.3!.erred t.o J::!e.:. I t¢l :aappy to havo ~"le opportuni 't°'f to 
:ff -~ to the c(n11cu~rna ~-r ·• sa ~ bo--...h in your let.t$.r 
nnd in t..'1• wira yo1a '.13ent to - thl weiek-

lll'irst., l.Gt ~ reaffL.~ my (t~i .... nt to JUtlntaining high · 
qualit.:r ~1th care 4n-d .ben•-fiu 'for vet\ltrans. I kl. e~ t.ha 
Pr si4ent ~hares ½:hi$ ~itsn.ant . d th,'lt bia oonoern for 
v tonu ,.ill ~tintt.e to gi.,.. them a high 'Priority i.n 
tbi- A~~L~istnti~~-

!t i ~ tba·t the Pre1114ent has a ked. C'.<mqr s to ;?1})1".l,rov~ 
f tU:t.hrar l,,.ldgat cuts, s~ o... w.irl.~'l ~~uld invol v~ vari~...ts 
VA pr~r3f'.-&; . W• at the VJ\ ~re ~lO$~ly XlW~ning t..~se 
pr~pos lit i th t.M Ulilde.r~ndin<J that. rt)quea·tr& by u- f t' 
~ ification er ~v!.td.on will rec~v . g.eri.oua co~id rat.ion .• 

•e ~ fac~ with a ebal.lt,1:9~r tmii~~dila,g the li$0GS.Sity 
of fi <1al ~-t.i:-aint. and -t t.tv.t s~ t~ r3ali ... ing o~r s oral 
obligation t.o v to.rans. . ~ou e.ar. be aasur~ that cn.1r f ocu 
will. lv~y.s bg th~ d.-li..,(U:'y of hign ~ality ~t.b. eara and 
seni-1-~• to veter~ in the :aost ~f!icient. way po9albl~!O 

I sin,eerely tbaA~ YQ'tl for · your eo-:::1t.i:.~~ c~i ~nt to vst~~~n:s 
mld for giving iSO thia opportunity tt> reaffii;-m =r c~~t:. 

SIGNED. 

RO · 31''1' l3 ,. H~ 
);.(bi .. ia~rat.or 

.,:l 
-✓ 

cc: Agency Liaison V 
Room 62 
Th_ Wnite Bouse 

l n/l0/'1'1 ..._, ~ ".t. 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

TO: 

FROM: 

Red Cavaney t. .. 
orton C. Blackwell 

WASHINGTON 

October 8, 1981 

flt 
I received the original of this letter and sent it to Robert 
Nimmo with a request that he respond on behalf of the President 
and copy me. When I get his response I will forward a copy 
to you. 



l 

The 
Amer~can 
· Legion 

'@·•'- · . ' . .. 
o ,r, c:c O F T HC 

NAT IONAi.. COMMANOE:R 

Tne eresident 

* WASHINGTON OFFIC E 1f 

-1u~t r '· 

The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

16 08 "K" STREEr, N. W. * WASHINGTON . D. C. 20006 * 

October 2, 1981 

As National Commander of The American Legion, I m compe11ed to ex~ress our 
organization 1 s opposition to~ r recentl1-announc d budget cuts in the area 
of veterans affairs. We believe these cuts to be excessive and in conflict 
with your pledge to preserve the quality of veterans health c~re. 

The American Legion, composed of people who have shared with their fellow 
citizens the burden of a deteriorating economy during the past several years, 
clearly recognizes the need to bring federal spending under control. In 
fact, our organization has publicly supported your efforts this year to 
achieve fi scal austerity and we have been candid with officials of your 
Admi ni strati on when i den ti fyi ng specific areas where budget cuts -could be 
absorbed. 

We considered these· discussions to be fruitful ·and we had assumed that your 
Administration was committed to those spending ceilings contained in the 
First Concurrent Budget Resolution and those savings mandated by the Omnibus 
Reconciliation Act. Yet, we now learn that you seek an additional $451 mil
lion cut in the veterans · budget for Fiscal Year 1982, with two thirds of 
that total coming out of the medical care account. This .is a particularly 
disturbing announcement, especially when considering that your September 24 
press release stated that "direct Veterans Administration hospital ·care" 
would be exempt from an across-the-board appropriations reduction for this · 
fiscal year. 

I can assure you that ari additional $297 million medical care cut,' in 
conjunction with a $150 million reduction for hospital construction, re~ 
search, and medical administration, will significantly affect the qual i ty 
and quantity of health care provided in the VA system. That system, oper
ating within a very labor intensive mechanism, simply. cannot accorrmodate · 
the personnel reductions which would result from the funding cuts you are 
now recommending. 

Mr. President, I must reaffirm The American Legion's belief that discussions 
earlier . this year with various Administration officials had produced a care
fully-constructed veterans budget for Fiscal Year · 1982 that struck a balance 
between economic reality and the nation's obligation to its veterans corrmu
nity. We .further believed that you were committed to this budget, although 
last week's announcement suggests otherwise. 



. . ... :, .. 
.. 

Page #2 
THE PRESIDENT 
October 2, l 981 

In view of this development, The American Legion has no choice but to actively 
oppose the most recent ·round of recommended cuts in the veterans budget. 

Sincerely, 

'd:;1~~ . 
Jack W. Flynt 
NATIONAL COMMANDER 
The American Legion 

l ,. · 

,.,. , ... 

1 1, I 



MYLIO S . KRAJA 

EXECUTI VE DI RECT OR 

THE A MERICAN LEG ION 
W AS HINGTON OFFICE 

1 202 861 2 7 11 
16 08 K STREET, N . W . 

WASHINGTON. O . C . 2 0006 

I 

Deliver to each Member of the U. S. Senate 
Cha rge t o Accou nt# CWA 054661 

THE AMERICAN LEGION STRONGLY URGES YOUR SUPPORT OF THE PROPOSED SALE 

OF AWACS TO SP.UDI .£1.Rfa.BIA FOR THE FOLLmHNG REASONS : A\~ACS .L\RE 1'IOM OFFE:ISI '/E 

RADAR PLANES POSING NO THREAT TO ISREAL , AWACS EQUIP~ENT TO BE SOLD HAS r!O 

INTELLIGENCE GATHERING CAPABILITY COMPARABLE TO SIMILAR FRENCH OR BRITISH 

EQUIPMENtAND IT rs IN THE U.S. NATIONAL INTEREST TO SECURE SAU~I OIL FIELDS 

AGAINST POSSIBLE ATTACK. 

WE BE LIEVE THE PRESIDENT SHOULD BE FREE TO EXERCISE HIS CONSTITUTIONAL 

AUTHORITY IN THE MAKING OF FOREIGN POLICY. 

JACK i·/ . FLYNT 
NATIONAL COMMANDER 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 



MYLIO S. KRAJA 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

1 202 861 2711 
1608 K STREET, N.W. 

WASHINGTON . D . C . 20006 

I 
I 

I 

l 



.. The 

AreeJlg~n * WASHINGTON OFFICE* 1608 ., . STREET. N. W. * WASHI N GTO N. 0. C. 20008 * 

O FF"I CE: O F TH E 

NATIONAL COMMANDER 

Mr. Lawrence K. Grossman, President 
Public Broadcasting Service 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, S.W. 
Washington , D.C. 20024 

Dear Mr. Grossman: 

October 22, 1981 

I am writing in regard to PBS's plan to broadcast a special two hour 
Veterans Day program and to advise you that television stations around the 
country have been contacting American Legion officials to promote the pro
gram as well as handle phone calls from those who see it. 

We have reviewed one segment of that program package, "Frank: A Viet
nam Veteran 11

, and find it to be a potentially damaging portrayal of 
Vietnam veterans. If the other segments are consistent with this one in 
content and tone, then your presentation will have been a disservice to 
the millions of young veterans who have made successful adjustments. 
Although we would never question your right to broadcast a program of this 
type, we do question the wisdom of once again portraying Vietnam veterans 
as a group of social and moral deviants. 

Broadcasting 11 Frank 11 will likely reinforce certain prejudices which, 
over the last decade, have created employment and other obstacles for this 
youngest generation of veterans. It will also be perceived by many as 
justification to challenge the concept of service to the nation. I, 
therefore, am advising all Legion officials in the various states that the 
program is an unbalanced presentation and that their decisions to partici
pate as phone volunteers must be made with the understanding that some of 
the callers may require professional counselling. 

Mr. Grossman, I regret that your Service has decided to focus a major 
portion of the November 11 program on an individual whose interview lacks 
credibility because of contradictory remarks contained therein. But I 
regret even more that an opportunity will have been missed to treat the 
vast majority of Vietnam veterans with the respect they deserve. 

~~;L-0AcK W. tNT -cl ,~ 
i/ National Co1T111ander 



The 
,, American 

Legion * WASH I NG TO N OFF-IC E 1t 1608 "K' STREE T, N. W. * WASHINGTON . □ . C. 200 06 * 

N A T IONAL C OMMANDER 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

October 2, 1981 

As National Commander of The American Legion, I am compelled to express our 
organization's opposition to your recently-announced budget cuts in the area 
of veterans affairs. We believe these cuts to be excessive and in conflict 
with your pledge to preserve the quality of veterans health care. 

The American Legion, composed of people who have shared with their fellow 
citizens the burden of a deteriorating economy during the past several years, 
clearly recognizes the need to bring federal spending under control. In 
fact, our organization has publicly supported your efforts this year to 
achieve fiscal austerity and we have been candid with officials of your 
Administration when identifying specific areas where budget cuts could be 
absorbed. 

We considered these discussions to be fruitful and we had assumed that your 
Administration was committed to those spending ceilings contained in the 
First Concurrent Budget Resolution and those savings mandated by the Omnibus 
Reconcil i ation Act. Yet, we now learn that you seek an additional $451 mil
lion cut in the veterans budget for Fiscal Year 1982, with two thirds of 
that total coming out of the medical care account. This is a particularly 
disturbing announcement, especially when considering that your September 24 
press release stated that "direct Veterans Administration hospital care 11 

would be exempt from an across-the-board appropriations reduction for this 
fiscal year. 

I can assure you that an additional $297 million medical care cut, in 
conjunction with a $150 million reduction for hospital construction, re
search, and medical administration, will significantly affect the quality 
and quantity of health care provided in the VA system. That system, oper
ating within a very labor intensive mechanism, simply cannot accommodate 
the personnel reductions which would result from the funding cuts you are 
now recommending. 

Mr. President, I must reaffirm The American Legion's belief that discussions 
earl i er this year with various Administration officials had produced a care
fully-constructed veterans budget for Fiscal Year 1982 that struck a balance 
between economic reality and the nation's obligation to i ts veterans commu
nity. We further believed that you were committed to this budget, although 
l ast week's announcement suggests otherwise. 



Page #2 
THE PRESIDENT 
October 2, l 981 

In view of this development, The American Legion has no choice but to actively 
oppose the most recent round of recommended cuts in the veterans budget. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Jack W. Flynt 
NATIONAL COMMANDER 
The American Legion 



TJ-:IE WHITE HOUSE 

Mr. Mylio S. Kraja 
Executive Director 
American Legion 

WASHINGTON 

August 27, 1981 

3048 Nisconsin Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mylio: 

Thank you very much for the football 
tickets. My wife and I are eagerly looking 
forward to the game . It promises to be a 
great one. 

I can't think of a better way to "k ick 
off" the Fall season. Again, thank you. 
Hope to see you there. 

Sincerely , 

~I • j l._ •V\. 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to 

the President 

r ,. 
. , - . 



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

Dear Morton: 

August 19, 1981 

Enclosed are tickets to the Washington Redskins 
vs. Dallas Cowboys game on Sunday afternoon, September 
6, 1981. 

This promises to be a good game, and I certainly 
hope you have an enjoyable time. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

~( •. 
Mylio "l Kraja 

Mr . Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
Room 190 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C . 20503 



The 
Amerjcan 

Legion * WAS HIN GTON OFFIC E* 1608 ' K" S TRE ET. N. W. * WAS HI N GTO N. □ . C. 2 0 0 06 * 

O F" F ICE OF TH E 

N ATIONAL. COMMANDER 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

August 24, 1981 

Recognizing your long term support for restoring prayer to the nation's 
public schools, The Aloorican legion takes this opportunity to encourage your 
leadership in accanplishing that goal. This organization has itself been ac
tively involved in pr(l'JX)ting school prayer since the Supreme Court decisions 
of the early 1960's. 

As you lmaw, nU100rous legislative measures have been introduced this 
year pr(l'JX)ting a variety of solutions. We look forward . to working with you 
toward the best possible solution to this continuously vexing problan. 

Sincerely, 

'l;Jttkuef ;f~;;td 
Michael J. Kogutek 
National Camlander 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 14, 1981 

Dear Mr. Kogutek: 

Thank you very much for your kind letter of July 
16th. I was very pleased that you enjoyed my July 4th 
article in Parade. 

I enjoyed meeting with you in the Cabinet Room, 
and I appreciate the bound set of resolutions from the 
62nd Annual Convention of the American Legion. 

.. . . 

Throughout the first six months of my Administration, 
the American Legion has been of enormous help in many 
ways. I am very grateful for the support and the courtesy 
you have shown me, and wish to thank you for it once 
again. 

Mr. Michael J. Kogutek 
National Commander 
The American Legion 
P.O. Box 1055 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 



The 
American 

Legion 

.. . . 

* NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS * P. O. BOX 1055 * INOI ANAPOLIS . INOIANA 46206 * 
(317 ) 635 · 8411 * 

~r 
~ OFFICE Of" TH E 

I ~ NATIONAL COMMANDER 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

July 16, 1981 

032392 

20500 

As National Commander of The American Legion, I take 
great pride in commending you, a fellow veteran and Legionnaire, 
for your outstanding patriotic essay, "What July Fourth Means 
to Me," appearing in the June 28, 1981, issue of PARADE. In 
only a few hundred words, you expressed the very essence of 
why veterans have always answered their country's clarion call 
to duty, and why we Americans jubliantly -- and with thanks
giving -- celebrate July 4th. 

Transcending mere rhetoric, your essay is an uplifting 
message, echoing hope and love of country. At at time when 
Americans are once again feeling optimistic about our future 
and feeling pride in our nation, it is altogether proper that 
the President of The United States should remind us all of the 
high principles which form the cornerstone of the Republic. 

I commend you for a job well done. 

Sine~ 

~ELJ.~U~ 
National Commander 

I 

I 



.. -· ........ ..._ 

THE NATIONAL COMMANDER 

WASHINGTON, D . C. 

July 8, 1981 

I 
STATEMENT BY NATION l COMMANDER MICHAEL J. KOGUTEK 
THE AMERICAN LEGION 

President Reagan has made a bold decision which we 

heartily endorse. Just as The American Legion has had 

women members since its beginning ... because women serve 

in the Armed Forces and become veterans ... there is no 

reason why a woman with a distinguished record in law 

such as Judge O'Connor should not become a Supreme Court 

Justice. 



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

July 6, 1981 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

Enclosed is copy of Western Union 

straight wire to President Reagan sent 

this afternoon. Thought you might like 

to have a copy for your information. 

Sincere y yours, 

\,. ~ 
MYL r':~ KRAJA 
Executive Director 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to Mrs. Dole 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 



The 

AreeJlg~n * WASHINGTON OFFICE * 1608 .,. STREET. N. W. * WASHINGTON . o. C. 20006 * 

-
NATIONAL COMMANDER 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

July 6, 1981 

Recognizing that your Administration will be recommending reforms in American 
immigration policy very soon, The American Legion takes this opportunity to give 
you the benefit of its views before those decisions are made. This organization 
is prepared to fully support Administration policies or legislative initiatives 
which would bring legal and illegal immigration under control. 

We agree with a majority of the American public that legal immigration must 
be slowed until such time as unemployment and inflation cease to adversely effect 
American nationals. A reasonable yet rigidly enforced yearly numerical ceiling on 
all immigration would accomplish this end. 

The American Legion can support a guest worker program, but only to the extent 
that such workers be available to industries needing workers that are unavailable 
in this country. Looking at regional disparities in unemployment, for example, it 
is only fair to give workers in high unemployment areas an opportunity to relocate 
before filling jobs in low unemployment areas with foreign guests. 

On the subject of illegal immigrants, this organization adamantly opposes any 
amnesty which would exonerate those already having flagrantly violated American 
immigration laws. Such an amnesty can only be expected to create an additional in
centive for would-be illegals to enter this country anticipating further amnesties 
in the future. 

A more prudent poli cy for control of illegals would promote sanctions against 
emp loyers knowingly hiring illegal immigrants. This could be accomplished by es
tabli shing a tamper proof worker identity card. An identification system of this 
kind i s t echnol ogically possible and could be implemented gradually with some changes 
in the way persons applying for social security numbers are verified. 

STRAIGHT WIRE TELEGRAM: 

Michael J. Kogutek 
National Commander 
The American Legion 

LEGION ACCOUNT CWA054661 




