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HEADLINE:

Recruiters for 'ine way' are Active in D.C. and Tidewater Areas;
'The Way' Methods Disturb Congressmen;

Ohio-Based Sect Claims 40,000, Aim Recruiting Efforts Here

BYLINE: By Sandra G. Roodman, Washington Post Staff Writer

DATELINE: NEW KNOXVILLE, Qhio

KEYWORD: THEWAY ‘¢!

BODY:
Harnnah Jdanney, who grew up on a farm in Northern Virginia, remembers feeling
amazed the first time she saw The Way International headquarters rising out of

(c) 1981 The Washington Post, October 13, 1981

the relentlessly flat Midwestern landscape. Amid endless miles of cornfields
were meticulous gardens, man-made ponds, gurgling white marble fountains and
buildings so freshly painted they*gleamed under the summer sun.

Most impressive, Janney recalls, was the sight of 14,000 brothers and sisters
who had flocked to this tiny hamlet outside-Dayton for an annual week-lonhg
festival, called The Rock of Ages. Like Janney,_they were devout members ~The
Way, a little-known fundamentalist Christian sect, which some theologlans
believe tg be the natian's secand largest cult.

The Way now has an estimated 40,000 followers -— more than Rev. Sun Myung
Moon's Unification Church. “Everybody thinks the Moonies are the big cult
because they've gotten the lion's share- of publicity, but the Way is much bigger
and more pervasive," says Lowell Streiker, director of San Francisco's anti-cult
Freedam (puneelinn Cfeonter The anlv Targer cult in the United States, said

Founded nearly 40 years ago by Victor Paul uierwilli; now 65, The Way
exemplifies the growth of religious cults in American Christianity, a phenomenon
that some religious scholars say tends to accelerate in times of economic and
political stress. “"There are times in history when the soil is ripe for the
growth of cults," saj# Thomas Schafer, a professor at Chicago's McCormick
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"I used to be really turned off to Christianity," said Platig over lunch in
the cavernous Way cafeteria where a giant banner reads: "The Word of God is the

Will of God."

"I could never understand how if God was all perfect . . . there could be any
evil. The Way people gave me a straight answer. They sald there was more than
gne spiritual force at work: the Devil."

Psychiatrists critical of cult methods and former Way members say the

friendship, comfort and sense of purpose The Way offers mask the fact that the
group recruits pliable members who are obedient and help provide The Way

continued financial support.

Because The Way 1s a homegrown Midwestern sect whaose members hold regular

- jobs, wear everyday clothes and hairstyles, and do not live in isolation,
Streiker says, the group has avoided the,scrutiny other cults have received.

] ]
There is no dispute that The Way and Wierwille, who declined to be

interviewed, have prospered. From his 1530-acre family farm and headquarters here
Wierwille presides over a tax-exempt multi-million-dollar religiocus empire.

(c) 1981 The washinéton Post, Octaber 13, 1981

Since 1974, The Way has bought college campuses in Kansas and Indiana, a
ranch in Colorado and a survival school in New Mexico, acquisitions the group
says have been made possible by the "abundant sharings” of followers who give at
least 10 percent of thelr salaries to The Way. Many give much more.

Only 15 years ago Wierwille scoured tiny Midwestern hamlets on his
raspberry-colored Harley-Davidson motorcycle, inviting farm families to attend
services in his living room. Today, he maintains an uneasy coexistence with_ the
800 peogple of this rural crossroads. He has mostly forsaken his motorcycle,
tray .ing instead by customized private jet or luxury bus to visit his disciples
ln more than 45 countries and all S0 states.

Two years ago, The Way moved into Washington and targeted area suburbs and
Virginia's Tidewater area, with its huge concentration of military personnel, as
fertile territory for recruiting. "There's a lot of interest in The Way in
Washington," said Finnegan., "We do real well there."

Lo Cot st in tI( shiv counts
amogng its members U.S. Court aof Claims Judge Robert M. -M. Seto. "Are you aware

that the Mormons are a cult? That the Jewish religion is a cult?” asked Seta.
"The Way believes in the Lord Jesus Christ and the word of God."
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One « #tber ran the house, making sure that each missionary "witnessed" at
least 48 hours a week, found a part-time job and gave at . ist 10 percent of

that salary to The Way. Of the $85 DuChesne earned each week, she said 40 went
to rent and food. She gave $10 to The Way, leaving 15 for her personal
gxpenses.

"I was so tired all the time it wasn't funny," DuChesne said. "I would go to
bed at midnight and then get up at 4 a.m. to pray and get ready for work, take
two buses to get to Howard Johnsan's, waltress far five hours, take a bus to the
University of Maryland and witness in the student union and dorms." After
witnessing came prayer and house meetings where the group discussed impraving
witnessing technigues.

"We were suppaosed to offer camfart and warmth at exam time, not tell people
right off who we were, just make friends with them, go out for coffee, find out
what they needed and where they were vulnerable, stuff like that."

DuChesne left The Way after awaking one morning to find her eye bleeding, the
result of an infection. "They didn't want me to go to a doctor. They said if I
Jjust believed in God hard enough it would be healed. They said I wasn't

believing enough.

(c) 1981 The Nashington Past, October 13, 1981

"I must have snapped into’reality or something," DuChesne said. She called
her grandmother, who wired money for a bus ticket. But yhen she told her
housemates she was leaving, they angrily told she had lost faith. The local Way
leader came to the house and kept her awake until 3 a.m., telling her not to
leave.

"Finally, I said I would stay," DuChesne recalled.

The next morning, however, she sneaked off to the District bus station --
where she found several Way members who tried to convince her to stay. When she
got off a bus in Chicago 18 hours later, DuChesne said, more Way members met
her. So did her family.

“That never happened,” said Finnegan. "We never force anyane to do anything.
We teach people to have free will."

] J t b
' A 1
cult conversion process -- during a rare visit home. ~-

She had been a trusted Way staff member, a veteran of a year's missionary
work in Phoenix, a member of The Way Carps, an elite group from which most Way

i i .
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" raders are drawn. Corps members pay $4,300 a year for four years to attend the
unaccredited Way College of Emporia, a school that combines rigorous hysic

and survival training with Wierwille's interpretation of the Bible. secause her
parents refused to support her, Janney's tuition was paid by wealthy Way
members.

At Emporia, Janney said, she received firearms training with a .22-caliber
rifle. Janney and others also prepared 8 detailed autobiography: "I want the
where, what, whao, when, why and how regarding every major decision point in your
life,” Wierwille wrote corps members. "For example: I got into sex In the sixth
grade; 1 started drugs when I was 12; I robbed the local liquar store." Janney
also was required to keep a diary of only positive thoughts. She said It was
subject to unannounced inspection.

"We were supervised all the time," she recalled. "There was never any time to
just be by yourself. You always had to be doing something. I got there just
after Jonestown and Wierwille told us that the U.S5. Army had Killed thaose peaple
and covered it up. We were constantly tayght that when the Communists or whoever
took over, we had to be the anes to syryive. We always had to have agur backpacks
ready, have supplies of canned goods and firewood, never ~:t the gas tank get
mare than half empty.”

(¢) 1981 The Washington Post, Octaber 13, 1981

Janney said that in Octobér 1979 Wierwille told corps members to get their
guns ready and prepare to defend themselves against a nuclear attack. "He told
us that God had spoken to him and that the Communists were going to attack," she
recalled. “We were supposed to speak in tongues and pray around the clack and
not tell anyone or else word might leak out. There was just mass panic. I got
ready to go out into the field, but then Wierwille told us that our speaking in
tongues had averted the attack.”

Way officlals said that never happened either. They said the firearms
training was discontinued this year, the victim of unwarranted negative
publicity. "It was just a hunter's safety course," said The Way's Washington
area director Michael Rood, a former Marine Corps marksman. "We teach people how
to floss their teeth, do jet-style packing and handle guns.”

Ten years ago, The Way's approach to life was less systematic. Then it was
known as ane of the "garbage cults," because jts members Foraged food from trash
i , Harvard's Clark.

The Way was faunded in 1942 when uierwillé, a re. 1%.: lnary graduate, said

the word of God was revealed when he saw snow fall on a New Knoxville gas
station in July. .

Rl .

LEXIS KEXIS LEXIS FFEXIS






- _orvices of
oo PAGE 17

{(c) 1981 The Washington Post, October 13, 1981

' Despite The Way's financial success, its relationship with New Knoxville
residents is edgy -- even though Wierwille places advertisements in a local
newspaper reminding residents that the group spends more than $25,000 a month in
the community. Way members' efforts to enter local politics have made mal
people here nervous. Several Way members are now running for town trustee and

the local school board.

Last year, county prosecutor Scott Jarvis, a Way member who also served as

the group's chief lawyer, was defeated for reelection. During his tenure, Jarvis
provoked an uproar by deputizing an armed three-member police force of Way
members called "The Bless Patrol," which has since been disbanded.

But despite the cantroversy, the criticism and the fears that The Way 1s

somehow dangerous, its members say they are only interested in spreading the
word of The Way. “"We're a haorrible fallure if we're trying to take over the
warld," Heaney said. "But then again, people thought Jesus Christ wanted to

- gverthrow the government."

GRAPHIC: Picture 1, Victaor Paul Nierv1lie, founding father of The Way, By Ed
Roberts -~ Dayton Newspapers Inc.; Picture 2, The new %5 million administration
building, headquarters of 'The Way' at New Knoxville, Qhio, houses a publishing
firm, sophisticated computers and a film production unit.; Pictures 3 and 4,
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