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FMNRANDUM

TO: ELIZABETH DOLE\L///

FROM: ROBERT PITTENGER

DATE: .FEBRUARY 8, 1982

RE:  THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH TO THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS
BROADCASTERS TO BE GIVEN TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1982,
AT 5:30 P.M. IN THE SHERATON WASHINGTON BALLROOM.

Enclosed is a brochure of the STEP Foundation's volunteer
efforts in the inner city. 1In addition, the following is
an excerpt from Dr. E. V. Hill's opening message to the
National Religious Broadcasters given Sunday evening,
February 7, 1982, in the Sheraton Washington Ballroom:

"'Go through the gates; clear the way for the people;
build up the highway, remove the stones, raise up a standard
over the people.' (Isaiah 62:10)

"God's yardstick in judging any nation is on the basis of
how it helps the hurting and blesses the poor, not how it
rewards the rich. We as the Church must ‘go through the
gates.' It is within our combined reach to help the poor.
The Church has the resources of every phase of life because
it contains people from every walk of 1ife. One of our
great sins is that we don't realize that all God needs to
help the poor can be found within our congregations., If
the world is not made better, it is our fault. ...We must
not be about business as usual, but unusual business."

Gl
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STE. Foundation
219-A E Street NE
Washington, D.C. 20002



























THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 25, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR DODIE LIVINGSTON
FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL%

SUBJECT: Referral from Jim Baker for Presidential Message

Jim Baker's friend, Bob Pittinger, has requested a letter,
draft attached, from the President to Dr. E. V. Hill on the
occasion of their meeting in Dallas next month.

Tt STEP Foundation is an out :anding group of people, many of
whom are close friends with the President and major contributors
to Republican causes, as you will note from the STEP Foundation
brochure.

These leaders have an excellent concept for concentrating private
resources on the problems of the needy.

Dr. E. V. Hill, STEP Foundation President, is one of the members
of the President's Private Sector Initiatives Task Force.

Anot ¢ Task Force member, Mrs. Roger Jepsen, is one of the
founders of the STEP Foundation.

They have a requested a letter from the President in time for

a printing deadline of Friday, August 27, so I would appreciate it
if you would expedite this request.

Enclosure



Dr. E. V. Hill, President
STEP Foundation

1300 - 1308 E. 50th St.
Los Angeles, CA 90011

Dear Dr. Hill:

Until recently Americans have been a people who
personally cared for the ne is of the underprivileged and
poor. In 1935 over 50 per cent of social and human needs of
our country were addressed by church people. Today less
than one per cent of these needs are embraced by the Church.
From my reading of the Bible I sense that compassion and
responsibility for the poor lie in the hands of God's
people. Government should only be a facilitator and ideally
play a minimal role in response to this social concern,

I am deeply grateful for your leadership through
the STEP Foundation to help channel spiritual and personal
resources to our nation's poor from local churches. This
effort can bring new vision and hope from our churches to
millions of people within our inner cities.

My best wishes and prayers for your success.

Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan
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"'Go through the gates; clear the way for the people;
build up the highway, remove the stones, raise up a standard
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September 1, 1982
(Copy of letter dated July 6, 1982)

Mr. Bill Simon

Wesray Corporation

330 South Street

Morristown, New Jersey 07960

Dear Bill:

Thank you for the visit last week while in New York.
For your information I will be sending you an fnvitation
to attend the STEP meeting in Dallas on September 23-24
although we realize your schedule will not permit you to
participate.

We are presently planning a spring meeting for STEP
to be held in Washington on April 7-9. We would appreciate
your serving on the host committee and speaking to this
meeting. We expect 1,000 to 2,000 leading pastors and
businessmen from throughout the country. President Reagan
will be asked to participate and I should think 1t would
be a very opportune assignment for him considering his
interest in volunteerism. Your help will, of course, be
meaningful to encourage his participation.

Thank you agatn and please let us know i1f these datew
are acceptable for your schedule.

Sincerely,

Robert M. P{ttenger
Executive Director
RMB3bh
/‘

cc: HMr. Morton Blackwell


















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHIN N
March 30, 1983

I"""IORANDUM FOR FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

THRU : JONATHON VIPOND
FROM: DEE JEPSEN%}T
SUBJECT : STEP FOUNDATION MEETING

The Step Foundation (Strategies to Elevate People) is
a non-profit charitable organization which mobilizes
churches to bring aid to the poor and needy in inner-
city neighborhoods. This is accomplis :d through vol-
unteer job banks, food and clothing distribution cen-
ters and other volunteer charitable means. '

STEP is sponsoring a two day training seminar in the
Washington area on April 7th and 8th, and they have
written to the President requesting a "drop-in."
Scheduling responded directly with a standard regret
letter.

I feel this meeting is of vital importance to the
President's Private Sector Initiative, as STEP embod-
ies the very effort the President envisioned in his
initiative. The meeting is also important for a num-
ber of other reasons: primarily political considerations.

Though the President has recently spoken to Religious
Broadcasters (NRB) and an evangelical group (M} 1), he

has not touct 1 all of the politic 1 bases in.the evan-
gelistic arena: not by a long shot. The NRB is only
Broadcasters, and the NEA is comprised almost entirely
(95%) of northern denominations. This excludes Assem-
blies of God, Pencacostals, Southern Babtists, etc. These
groups represent a constituency of 30 million Americans!
Jimmy Carter won the South because he had the Southern

Christian vote. Presi 1 will need that vote in
ST 1 L Tt oot
S , Le
wil 1t - £

(Bunker Hunt, Mary Crowley,. the Murchisons, etc.) as weil
as Holly Coors from Colorado. Finally, his presence would
punctuate a genuine concern for the poor. '

I recommend we try to get the President to appear brief-
ly for a "drop-by" to show his interest and appreciation
in this group taking the reins on his Private Sector

Ir ":iative.
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FRED RYAN, DIRECTOR
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FAITH WHITTLESEY

President to address STEP Foundation meeting

at Sheraton- Washington Hotel in Washinc¢ »>n, D. C.
To highlight an activity by major leaders

in line with the President's private

sector initiatives program.

STEP (Strategies to Elevate People) is a program
designed to encourage local churches to team up

with local benefactors to take care of their own
without government assistance.

These seminars have been I' |d in several locations
round the country. The usual attendance abo t

1000 pastors and lay people who are eager to learn

ways and means of replacing the welfare system.

The letter of invitation is from Senator Armstrong.

Many prominent supporters of the President

and his programs are among the Host Committee,

including Holly Coors, Jerry Falwell, and

E. V. Hill.

STEP Foundation was founded in 1981. The President
sent a message to be included in their training
manual. Some of their leaders have been among
those invited to participate in private sector
initiative briefings at the White House.

April 7 at 2:00 p.m. through dinner on April 8.

She: ton-Washington Hotel

About 1,000 pastors and lay people from many
denominations.

Prepared text
Full press coverage

FAITH WHITTLESEY AND JAMES K. COYNE

Morton C. Blackwell
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STEP Found: ion Meetina - Sheraton Wac

Apr- .~ 3, 1983
HOST COMMITTEE

Jimmy Allen

Ben Armstrong

E. K. Bailey

Jim Bakker

Bill Bright

Steve Brown

Chuck Colson
Charlie Cook

Robert Cook

Holly Coors

W. A. Criswell

Mary C. Crowley
Clarence (Arch) Decker
Charles Denton
Jimmy Draper

Bob Dugan

Ted Engstrom

Jerry Falwell
Buckner Fanning
Joanne Herring
Edward V. Hill

John Howard

N. E iker Hunt

Neal Jones

Edwin J. Kolb

Tim LaHaye

Crawford Loritts
Clint W. Murchison, Jr.
Harv Qostdyk

Ray Ortlund

Robert M. Pittenger
James Pleitz

Renny Scott

Henry J. (Bud) Smith
John Staggers

Paul E. Toms

Robert Walker
George Wilson

ington Hotel
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RENNY SCOTT
WILLIAM E. SIMON
B.JD EMITH

SOHN STAGGERS
FAUL E TOVMS
ROBERT W AILKER
SELRSE W L =ON

SENATOR v [ N

Dear Pastor:

You are invited to attend a very important meeting concerning strategies

to respond to the needs of the poor in Am ica's inner cities. The meeting
will be held at the Sheraton Washington Hotel in Washington, D.C., and

will begin at 2:00 p.m. on April 7, and conclude following dinner April 8.

Individuals listed on this letterhead will be in attendance and join me on

the host committee,

The breakdown of the family is the single most important factor a: *ting
the spiritual, moral, and material problems within our inner citi« Noted
psychologist, Dr. James Dobson, president of ©~~»s on thra Femilw. will
discuss the inner city and family needs at tue meeting-s keynote address.
Rev. Edward V. Hill and pastors on our host committee will be presenting a
manual developed for churches on how they can organize the local church to
help bring the skills of Christian laymen to address the vast needs of the
inner cities. Author, economi :, and former Secretary of Treasury William
E. Simon will speak regarding economic issues which greatly affect our
nation and the destiny of America's poor. We have asked President Reagan
to speak at a time convenient with his schedule.

The STEP Found: (on seeks to offer its ideas and strategies in this train-
ing session for pastors and laymen who are seeking greater participation

of ministry through their church in this mission. These strategies have
been developed for many years within churches throughout America. Our
nation has not adequately addressed the critical concerns of the poor even
though it spends $300 billion annually through federal, state, local and
private appropriations. We believe that God's people not only have the
Biblical responsibility, but also have the reguired resources and creativity
to meet this vast human need.

The registration fee for the meeting is $50 per person which includes both
evening banguets and all materials. Checks should be made payable to the
STEP Foundation. We hope you can join us. You may bring your spouse with
you or send a layman or pastor from your church whom you feel could help
provide leadership for your city. Registration will begin at 12:00 p.m.

May God help each of us respond to the urgent needs of the 25 million

people who need the love and hope of Christian Americans to make the difference
in their lives. We look forward to being with you April 7. Please respond

as soon as possible so that we may make appropriate arrangements.

.ncerely,

Please send any correspondence or registrations to the address below. You
may call the STEP Foundation office at 703-556-9775 should you have any
questions. Use the enclosed envelope to make room reservations directly
with the Sheraton Washington Hotel.

STEP Foundation
8260 Greensboro Drive, Suite 133
McLean, Virginia 22102
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STEP Foundation :ing - She
April 7-9,
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