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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

LOCATION: 

DATE AND TIME: 

DURATION: 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 18, 1983 

FRED RYAN, DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

A meeting with key religious broadcasters. 

To follow up on subjects raised in the 
President's National Religious Broad­
casters speech. 

The National Religious Broadcasters, to 
which almost all key religious broad­
casters belong, is highly supportive of 
the President. Most of these broadcasters 
support and promote the President's 
positions. They would like to meet with 
the President to better understand his 
viewpoint on some issues. 

Religious broadcasters reach millions of 
people daily. The President's address 
to the National Religious Broadcasters 
has been replayed many times on many 
religious television and radio shows. It 
is still being played. They are in a pos­
ition to be of great assistance to the 
President. 

The President spoke to the National Re­
ligious Broadcasters convention on 
January 31, 1983. 

Cabinet Room or Roosevelt Room. 

Open 

One half hour. 

The President enters, speaks briefly, and 
hear discussion concerning his policies. 

(see attached list) 

Brief remarks. 

None. 

Faith Ryan Whittlesey 

Mf"'lrt-f"'ln r "Rl ;::,,-.l-ur,::,l l 



Dr. Pat Robertson, Presioent 
Christian Broadcasting Network 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 

Mr. James Bakker, President 
PTL Club 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

Dr. Jerry Falwell 
Speaker, Old Time Gospel Hour 
Pastor, Thomas Road Baptist Church 
President, Moral Majority 
Lynchburg, Virginia 

Mr. Jimmy Swaggart 
Syndicator of programs on over 200 stations 
Owner and operator of 9 radio stations 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Dr. Thomas F. Zimmerman, General Superintendent 
Assemblies of God 
Springfield, Missouri 
Director, Revivalti..me Radio Program heard on 500 radio stations 
Vice President, Year of the Bible National Committee 

Dr. Charles Stanley, Pastor 
First Baptist Church 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Heard on 70 television $tations and 100 radio stations • 

Dr. William Bright, Ge neral Chairman 
Year of the Bible 
President and Founder of Campus Crusade for Christ 
Arrowhead Springs, San Bernardino, California 

Dr. Robert Cook, President 
King's College 
Briarcliff Manor, New York 
Speaker, The King's Hour, heard on 170 radio stations throughout the 

United States and throughout the world 

Mr. Jerry Rose, President 
Channel 38 
Chicago, Illinois 
Second Vice President, National Religious Broa¢Icasters 

Mr. Paul Ramseyer, Director 
Northwestern Radio Network, which owns and operates 9 religious radio 

stations throughout the U.S.A. 
Northwestern College 
Roseville, Minnesota 

Mr. Mike Maddex, President 
WEEC 
Springfield, Ohio 
Secretary, National Religious Broadcasters 
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Mr. James Robison 
James Robison Evangelistic Crusade 
Ft. Worth, Texas 
Syndicates television programs every week 

Rev. Jirrony Draper, President 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Pastor, First Baptist Church 
Euless, Texas 

Dr. Theodore Epp 
Founder and President, Back To the Bible Broadcast 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Founder of National Religious Broadcasters 
Syndicator of Daily Path Hour Bible-oriented program heard on 500 radio 

stations 

Rev. Charles Swindoll 
Pastor, Evangelical Free Church 
Fullerton, California 
Heard on over 100 radio programs on a syndicated basis as well as television 

programs throughout the U.S.A. 

Dr. John MacArthur 
Pastor, Grace CoJTUTiunity Church. 
Panorama City, California 
Speaker, Grace To You , heard on over 100 radio stations 

Dr . Paul Freed , President 
Founder, Trans World Radio 
Owns and operates 23 super-powered radio stations throughout the world, 

comprising total transmitter strength of six million watts 
Chatham , New Jersey 

Dr. E. V. Hill, Pastor 
Zion Baptist Church 
Los Angeles, California 
Speaker on radio and television programs 

Mr . E. Brandt Gustavson, President 
National Religious Broadcasters 
Vice President, Moody Bible Institute 
In charge of 11 owned and operated Moody Bible Institute radio stations 

throughout the U.S.A. 
Director, Moody Monthly , a 300 , 000 subscriber publication 

Dr. Paul Crouch , President 
Trinity Broadcasting Company 
Santa Ana , California 
Owns and operates 6 television stations throughout the United States , 

including Miami , Los Angeles, New York, and other major rnarke.ts 

Mr . Rex Humbard, Sr. 
Speaker , Cathedral of Tomorrow 
Akron, Ohio 
Has completed SO years of broadcast ministries , heard on over 300 televisio n 

stations in 8 languages throughout the United States and the world 
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May 23, 1983 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Morton, 

CN 1926 Morristown, New Jersey 07960 (201) 676-4000 
Ben Armstrong, Ph.D., Executive Director 

About a month ago I sent you a letter regarding nhe possibilLt-y of President 
Reagan disc ssing matters of mutual interest and concerns wi th the leading 
Christian broaacasters. 

I realize that the President's schedule is extremely busy, but I am wonder­
ing if there has been any progress on this request. 

I have received several telephone calls from some of our leading broadcasters 
regarding this possibility. I believe we are in a great position to be of 
assistance to the President. His address to the NRB Convention and sub­
sequently to the NAE Convention provided great hope for the evangelical 
community. Unfortunately, major questions still persist, and we are anxious 
to hear directly from the President his answers to our questions. We are 
in a position to communicate to middle America in a way that no one else 
in the American scene can provide. Our efforts, Morton, need to be focused 
and sharpened and our questions need to be answered at the earliest possible 
time. 

The President greatly encouraged us by his addressing of the key issues in 
which we are concerned, but we need to hear more in order to implement on 
a realistic basis his leadership on the American scene. 

Anything you could do, Morton, to expedite this matter will be deeply appreciated 
by all of us. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

~~- . 
~ ~ 

Ben Armstrong 
Executive Director 

BA:es 

41 st NRB Annual Convention, Jan. 29-Feb. 1, 1984, Sheraton Washington Hotel, Washington, D. C. 
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March 30 , 1983 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington , D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President , 

CN 1926 Morristown, New Jersey 07980 (201) 5715-4000 
Ben Armstrong, Ph.D., Executive Director 

I want to thank you for taking time from your busy schedule to be with us 
at the recent NRB Convention in Washington , D. c., at the Sheraton Washington 
Ho t e l , on January 31 , 1983 . 

Your speech to our convention was extremely well-received as evidenced by 
the five standing ovations. 

As a result of your incisive and epic-making address, our religious media 
have aired your speech hundreds of times and repeated it over and over 
again throughout the country on networks such as (1) 700 Club, (2) PTL Club, 
(3) NCN , Cocoa , Florida , (4) Trinity Broadcasting Company, and other stations 
numbering about sixty-five Christian television stations. 

In addi tion , the audio portion has gone to over one hundred religious radio 
s tations in the u. S. A. and repeated over and over again. In fact, your 
address is still being heard throughout the country. Some said that this 
was the most important religious speech since the beginning of our Republic 
by any American president. 

It was noteworthy to have had the opportunity to present to your wife, Nancy, 
the award for her superb work in the drug abuse program in which she has been 
involved for over f ifteen years. What an important role she has played in 
recent days on television in t his important area! 

I am enclosing a recent Religious Broadcasting magazine describing these 
t wo events . 

I appreciated also the opportunity of greeting you at the NAE Convention in 
Orlando, Florida, and the religious leaders in the Cabinet Room on the por­
nog r aphy issue March 28. 

I be lieve , Mr. President , that we have important work ahead. You have raised 
extremely important issues of concern to those in all faiths who hold to the 
traditional positions. 

Our key broadcasters would like to meet with you at the earliest possible 
time so that we can better understand your position on these matter and to 
be able to implement your positions . 

• ,1 •r1u.1/ (' ,1m t•nt1on. Jan 29 Feb 1. 1984, Sherc1ton Washington Hotel, Washington. DC 



Presi dent Ronald Reaga n 
March 30 , 1983 
Page Two 

I would lil<e request he opportunity o vi siting with you and experts in 
t fue various s ocial a e nda f i e lds during the month of April . I would like 
to sugges t t he f ollowing dates : (1) April 13, (2) April 15, (3) April 18, 
(4 ) April 27. 

I would l ike to 
o (1) voh:mtar 
( 3) tuit i on tax 

I am encl osing a 
with you . These 
that it would be 

sugges t tha t we meet with the experts i n the various f i elds 
p r a yer i n t he pufi ic schoo, (2) anc i~ bort ion legislation , 

credits , and (4 ) U. S. nuclear policy . 

s uggest e d li s t of those whom I would like to invite
0

to meet 
are al l opini on-makers in religious broadcasting. I feel 
mutual ly-beneficia l fo r us to get together if at all possible. 

With warm personal regards , I am 

Cordia lly yours, 

' ~ ,, , , JV(', \1c1v,·
1 Ben Armstrong 

Executive Director 

BA: es 
Enc l osur e s 



KEY RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS 

Dr . Pat Robertson, Pres ident 
Christian Broadcasting Network 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 

Mr. Jame s Bakker , President 
PTL Chili 
Charlotte , North Carolina 

Dr . Jerry Falwell 
Speaker , Old Time Gospel Hour 
Pastor , Thomas Road Baptist Church 
Pr e sident, Moral Majority 
Lynchburg , Virginia 

Mr . Jimmy Swaggart 
Syndicator of programs on over 200 stations 
Owner and operator of 9 radio stations 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Dr. Thomas F. Zimmerman, General Superintendent 
As semblies of God 
Springfield, Missouri 
Director , Revival time Radio Program heard on 500 radio stations 
Vice Pre sident , Year of the Bible National Committee 

Dr. Charles Stanley, Pastor 
First Baptist Church 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Heard on 70 television stations and 100 radio stations 

Dr. William Bright, General Chairman 
Year of the Bible 
President and Founder of Campus Crusade for Christ 
Arrowhead Springs, San Bernardino, California 

Dr. Robert Cook, President 
King ' s College 
Briarcliff Manor, New York 
Speake r, The King's Hour, heard on 170 radio stations throughout the 

United States and throughout the world 

Mr. J e rry Rose, President 
Channe l 38 
Chicago, Illinois 
Se cond Vice President , National Religious Bro~dcasters 

Mr . Paul Ramseyer, Director 
Northwe stern Radio Network, which owns and operates 9 religious radio 

stat ions throughout t he U.S.A. 
Northwestern College 
Roseville , Minnesota 

Mr . Mike M ddex , President 
WEEC 
Springf i e ld, Ohio 
Secre tary , National Religious Broadcasters 



Key Re ligious Broadcasters - 2 

Mr. James Robison 
Jame s Robison Evangelistic Crusade 
Ft. Worth, Texas 
Syndicates television programs every week 

Rev. Jimmy Draper, President 
Southe rn Baptist Convention 
Pastor, First Baptist Church 
Eules s, Texas 

Dr. Theodore Epp 
Founde r and President, Back To the Bible Broadcast 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Founde r of National Religious Broadcasters 
Syndica tor of Daily Path Hour Bible-oriented program heard on 500 radio 

stati ons 

Rev. Cha rles Swindoll 
Pastor, Evangelical Free Church 
Ful lerton, California 
Hear d on over 100 radio programs on a syndicated basis as well as television 

programs throughout the U.S. A. •· 

Dr . J ohn MacArthur 
Pastor, Grace Community Church 
Pano r ama City, California 
Speaker, Grace To You, heard on over 100 radio stations 

Dr. Paul Freed, President 
Founder , Trans World Radio 
Owns a nd operate s 23 super-powered radio stations throughout the world, 

comprising total transmitter strength of six million watts 
Cha t ham , New J e rse y 

Dr . E. V. Hill, Pastor 
Zion Baptist Church 
Los Ange l es , California 
Speaker on r adio and television programs 

Mr. E. Brandt Gus tavson, President 
Na tional Re ligious Broadcasters 
Vice Pres ide nt, Moody Bible Institute 
In charge of 11 owned and operated Moody Bible Institute radio stations 

throughout the U.S.A. 
Dir ector , Moody Monthly, a 300,000 subscriber publication 

Dr . Paul Crouch, Pr eside nt 
Trini ty Broadcasting Company 
Santa Ana, California 
Owns and operates 6 television stations throughout the United States, 

inc ludi ng Miami, Los Angeles, New York, and other major markets 

Mr. Rex Humbard, Sr. 
Speake r , Cathedral of Tomorrow 
Akron , Oh i o 
llas comp l eted 50 years of broadcast ministries, heard on over 300 television 

s t a tions i n 8 l a nguages throughout the United States and the world 
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March 30, 1983 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

I 
CN 1926 Morristown, New Jersey 07960 (201) 676-4000 

Ben Armstrong, Ph.D., Executive Director 

I want to thank you for taJcing time from your busy schedule to be with us 
at the recent NRB Convention in Washington, D. c., at the Sheraton Washington 
Hotel, on January 31, 1983. 

Your speech to our convention was extremely well-received as evidenced by 
the five standing ovations. 

As a result of your incisive and epic-making address, our religious· media 
have aired your speech hundreds of times and repeated it over and over 
again thFoughout the country on networks such as (1) 700 Club, (2) PTL Club, 
(3) NCN, Cocoa, Florida, (4) Trinity Broadcasting Company, and other stations 
numbering about sixty-five Christian television stations. 

In addition, the audio portion has gone to over one hundred religious radio 
stations in the U. s. A. and repeated over and over again. In fact, your 
address is still being heard throughout the country. Some said that this 
was the most important religious speech since the beginning of our Republic 
by any American president. 

It was noteworthy to have had the opportunity to present to your wife, Nancy, 
the award for her superb work in the drug abuse program in which she has been 
involved for over fifteen years. What an important role she has played in 
recent days on television in this important area! 

I am enclosing a recent Religious Broadcasting magazine describing these 
two events. 

I appreciated also the opportunity of greeting you at the NAE Convention in 
Orlando, Florida, and the religious leaders in the Cabinet Room on the por­
nography issue March 28. 

I believe, Mr. President, that we have important work ahead. You have raised 
extremely important issues of concern to those in all faiths who hold to the 
traditional positions. 

Our key broadcasters would like to meet with you at the earliest possible 
time so that we can better understand your position on these matters and to 
be able to implement your positions • 

.; I st NqB A •111ua/ C, nvent ion. J ;ir. 2 9 -f l:'l' I . 195~. Sheraton l \',;s/ 111:gt,)n 1-fctPI. V•/as ,-, ,ngt()n D.C 



President Ronald Reagan 
March 30, 1983 
Page Two 

I would like to request the opportunity of visiting with you 
the various social agenda fields during the month of April. 
to suggest the following dates: (1) April 13, (2) April 15, 
(4) April 27. 

and experts in 
I would like 
(3) April 18, 

I would like to suggest that we meet with the exper ts in the various fields 
of (1) voluntary prayer in the public school, (2) anti-abortion legislation, 
(3) tuition tax credits, and (4) u. S. nuclear policy. 

I am enclosing a suggested list of those whom I would like to invite to meet 
with you. These are all opinion- makers in religious broadca sting. I feel 
that it would be mutually-beneficial for us to get together if at all pos sible. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

· l;; ~A1"\s--\1-o"c\ . 
Ben Armstrong 
Executive Director 

BA:es 
Enclosures 

I 



Dr. Pat Robertson, President 
Christian Broadcasting Network 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 

Mr. James Bakker, President 
PTL Club 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

Dr. Jerry Falwell 
Speaker, Old Time Gospel Hour 
Pastor, Thomas Road Baptist Church 
President, Moral Majority 
Lynchburg, Virginia 

Mr. Jimmy Swaggart 
Syndicator of programs on over 200 stations 
Owner and operator of 9 radio stations 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Dr. Thomas F. Zimmerman, General Superintendent 
Assemblies of God 
Springfield, Missouri 
Director, Revivaltime Radio Program heard on 500 radio stations 
Vice President, Year of the Bible National Committee 

Dr. Charles Stanley, Pastor 
First Baptist Church 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Heard on 70 television stations and 100 radio stations 

Dr. William Bright, General Chairman 
Year of the Bible 
President and Founder of Campus Crusade for Christ 
Arrowhead Springs, San Bernardino, California 

Dr. Robert Cook, President 
King's College 
Briarcliff Manor, New York 
Speaker, The King's Hour, heard on 170 radio stations throughout the 

United States and throughout the world 

Mr. Jerry Rose, President 
Channel 38 
Chicago, Illinois 
Second Vice President, National Religious Broa.d.casters 

Mr. Paul Ramseyer, Director 
Northwestern Radio Network, which owns and operates 9 religious radio 

stations throughout the U.S.A. 
Northwestern College 
Roseville, Minnesota 

Mr. Mike Maddex, President 
WEEC 
Springfield, Ohio 
Secretary, National Religious Broadcasters 

I 
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Key Religious Broadcasters - 2 

Mr. James Robison 
James Robison Evangelistic Crusade 
Ft. Worth, Texas 
Syndicates television programs every week 

Rev. Jinnny Draper, President 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Pastor, First Baptist Church 
Euless, Texas 

Dr. Theodore Epp 
Founder and President, Back To the Bible Broadcast 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Founder of National Religious Broadcasters 
Syndicator of Daily Path Hour Bible-oriented program heard on 500 radio 

stations 

Rev. Charles Swindoll 
Pastor, Evangelical Free Church 
Fullerton, California 
Heard on over 100 radio programs on a syndicated basis as well as television 

programs throughout the U.S.A. 

Dr. John MacArthur 
Pastor, Grace Community Church 
Panorama City, California 
Speaker, Grace To You, heard on over 100 radio stations 

Dr. Paul Freed, President 
Founder, Trans World Radio 
Owns and operates 23 super-powered radio stations throughout the world, 

comprising total transmitter strength of six million watts 
Chatham, New Jersey 

Dr. E. V. Hill, Pastor 
Zion Baptist Church 
Los Angeles, California 
Speaker on radio and television programs 

Mr. E. Brandt Gustavson, President 
National Religious Broadcasters 
Vice President, Moody Bible Institute 
In charge of 11 owned and operated Moody Bible Institute radio stations 

throughout the U.S.A. 
Director, Moody Monthly, a 300,000 subscriber publi~ation 

Dr. Paul Crouch, President 
Trinity Broadcasting Company 
Santa Ana, California 
Owns and operates 6 television stations throughout the United States, 

including Miami, Los Angeles, New York, and other major markets 

Mr. Rex Humbard, Sr. 
Speaker, Cathedral of Tomorrow 
Akron, Ohio 
Has completed 50 years of broadcast ministries, heard on over 300 television 

stations in 8 languages throughout the United States and the world 

I 
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Room 060, OEOB 

REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS 

I 

Pl ~ase admit the foll owing appointments on ___ T_U_E_S_D_A_Y_,...:....._J_U_L_Y __ l_2_, _______ , 19 _8_3_ 

(NAME OF PERSON TO' BE VISITED) 
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., I 
'j>,eS., 
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Lo,ol Jc . 

... 

o/,y 

MEETING LOCATION 

B 
.
1
d. WHITE HOUSE 

UI lnQ-------------- Aequ_ested by __ J_O_Y_C_E_T_ H_O_MA __ N_N_---'-----

Room No Cabinet Room 
I • 

Aoom No ___ ""'l'-"9'--"lTelephone_...J.2'-'6.,__5.1..J.7 ____ _ 

Time of Meeting 4 : l S P • _m • Date of request __ J_u_l~y-----=1=2__,.,_l=-=.9...:8:..c3::..._ ___ _ 

Additions and/or changes made by telephone should be limited to three (3) names or less. 

APPOINTMENTS CENTER: SIG/OEOB - 395-6046 or WHITE HOUSE - 456-6742 

-- - ------ ---- - ---
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE ,.-s .. 20]7 (01-7■ ) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 11, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Jonathan Vipond, II 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell 

SUBJECT: Presidential Meeting with Pro-School 
Prayer Leaders 

Because this is a meeting with the President and not 
meant to be a briefing on the issue of School Prayer, I 
think it would be inappropriate for anyone to discuss very 
much of substance before the President enters the Roosevelt 
Room at 4:15. 

I therefore suggest that we bring all the guests 
into the Roosevelt Room about 4:10 p.m. and spend the time 
in discussion of unrelated matters until the President 
arrives. 

For many of the participants the President's announce­
ment of the revision in the text of his proposed Amendment 
will be quite a surprising piece of good news, but I don't 
think we should tip the President's hand. 

At most, I would say the following: 

MCB:jet 

We have invited you all here as strong supporters 

of restoring voluntary school prayer. 

As you may know, the Senate Judiciary Committee 

will hold a mark-up on the School Prayer Amendment 

on Thursday. 

The President appreciates your support in the 

past and we all look forward to working with you 

in the future. 
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T.4LKING POINTS 

FOR 

MEETING WITH PRO- SCHOOL PRAYER LEADERS 

July 12, 1983 

Welcome to the White House and first let me say thank 

you for all , the help you have given our fight to restore 

voluntary school prayer. 

I think we are very close to victory now if we all pull 

together. 

The status of our Voluntary Prayer Amendment is this, 

on Thursday, the full Senate Judiciary Committee has 

scheduled a ma rk-up sess ion. The vote will surely be 

very close. 

I realize . that Senator Orrin Hatch, who supports my 

amendment, has also put forth, as a possible alternative, 

a silen t prayer amendment. Frankly, I don't believe 

we have been fighting this prayer battle for the right 

to remain silent. My friend, Senator Hatch, does have 

a valid point, though, about the need to change the 

original wording of our a mendment. 

The Senate hearings and the communications I have 

received from many leaders have convinced me that 

we can unite all supporters of school prayer only if 

we can end the fears that government officials will 

be drafting prayers for school children. Therefore, 

I have asked the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 

Senator Thurmond, Senator Hatch and other supporters of 

r J ·. 
I • ' t . 
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voluntary school prayer to revis e the amendment 

they have submit ted a t my request for the past two 

years. 

The change I am reguesting is this: 
-J'L;.$, ,r~ ~ 

second sentence, add b~coc we?ds --

at the end of the 

•/ or shall the 

United States or any5 tate compose the words of any 

prayer to be said in public schools." 

This wording solves the sticky problem of state-drafted 

prayers without endangering currently acceptable and 

praiseworthy practices such as inviting clergy to 

offer invoca t ions at high school graduations. 

As revised, our amendment will assure the constitutionality 

of voluntary student religious groups·, children voluntarily 

saying grace before meals, voluntary devotional periods 

and silent prayer periods. 

This is still a local option Amendment. Each state and 

local jurisdiction would still have the right to permit 

spoken prayer, silent prayer, or no periods for prayer 

at all. The Federal courts would have to stay out 

of regulating local decisions except to make sure that 

no one could be required to participate in prayer and 

that the government could not draft prayer for use in 

public schools. 

I need your help to pass this badly needed amendment. 

If things go as I hope, we can convince a majority of 

the Senate Judiciary Committee to pass our revised 
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Amendment this ¼eek . Then we could aim for full 

S~nate passage in the Fall and getting a vote in 

the House of Representatives early next year . 

first step, though, is winning in the Senate 

Judiciary Committee this week . I know you can 

help there . 

~ 'Jc..._t;~ef ~~~ 

~~ 
Jl,,,s ~iL r ' 
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Amen dment th is week . Then we c o uld aim for full 

Sen a te pass nge in the Fall and getting a vote in 

the House of Representatives early next year . 

The first step, though, is winning in the Senate 

Judiciary Committee this week . 

help there . 

I know you can 
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TALKING POINTS 

FOR 

MEETING WITH PRO-SCHOOL PRAYER LEADERS 

July 12, 1983 

Welcome to the White House and first let me say thank 

you for all the help you have given our fight to 

restore voluntary school prayer. 

I think we are very close to victory now if we all 

pull together. 

The status of our Voluntary Prayer Amendment is this, 

on Thursday, the full Senate Judiciary Committee has 

scheduled a mark-up session. The vote will surely be 

very close. 

I realize that Senator Orrin Hatch, who supports my 

amendment, has also ?Ut forth, as a possible alternative, 

a silent prayer amendment. Frankly, I don't believe 

we have been fighting this prayer battle for the right 

to remain silent. My friend, Senator Hatch, does have 

a valid point, though, about the need to change the 

original wording of our amendment. 

The Senate hearings and the communications I have 

received from many leaders have convinced me that 
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we can unite all supporters of school prayer only 

if we can end the fears that government officials 

will be drafting prayers for school children. There­

fore, I have asked the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary 

Committee, Senator Thurmond, Senator Hatch and other 

supporters of voluntary school prayer to revise the 

amendment they have submitted at my request for the 

past two years. 

The change I am requesting is this: at the end of 

the second sentence, add this sentence -- "Nor shall 

the United States or any State compose the words of 

any pray~r to be said in public schools . " 

This wording solves the sticky problem of state-drafted 

prayers without endangering currently acceptable and 

praiseworthy practices such as inviting clergy to 

offer invocations at high school graduations . 

As revised, our amendment will assure the constitu­

tionality of voluntary student religious groups, 

children voluntarily saying grace before meals, 

voluntary devotional periods and silent prayer periods. 

This is still a local option Amendment . Each state 

and local jurisdiction would still have the right to 
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permit spoken prayer, silent prayer, or no periods 

for prayer at all. The Federal courts would have to 

stay out of regulating local decisions except to 

make sure that no one could be required to participate 

in prayer and that the government could not draft 

prayer for use in public schools. 

I need your help to pass this badly needed amendment. 

If things go as I hope, we can convince a majority of 

the Senate Judiciary Committee to pass our revised 

Amendment this week. Then we could aim for full 

Senate passage in the Fall and getting the vote in 

the House of Representatives early next year. The 

first step, though, is winning in the Senate Judiciary 

Committee this week. I know you can help there. 

One other point. The Judiciary Committee will also 

be considering Senator Denton's Equal Access bill 

this week. There is no reason for public schools 

to discriminate against religious student groups, 

and this problem can be solved simply by statute. 

I hope the Judiciary Committee reports out both my 

Amendment and an Equal Access bill. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 11, 1983 

BRIE.PING PAPER 

MEETING WITH PRO-SCHOOL PRAYER LEADERS 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 

TIME: 

FROM: 

Tuesday, July 12, 1983 
Roosevelt Room 
The White House 
4:15 p.m. 

Faith Ryan Whittlesey 

I. PURPOSE: To thank major supporters of voluntary 
school prayer and explain a change in 
your proposed Voluntary Prayer Amendment. 

II. BACKGROUND: 

Senate Judiciary Committee is scheduled to 
mark-up School Prayer on Thursday, July 14th. 

A new alternate proposal by Senator Hatch would 
allow only silent prayer. The vote is very close in 
the Senate Judiciary Committee on both proposed amend­
ments, although hearings two weeks ago showed the 
Hatch silent prayer proposal is opposed by virtually 
all interested groups, including the major supporters 
and the major opponents of your amendment. 

Many major religious leaders who want to restore 
voluntary school prayer have not fully endorsed your 
amendment because they so strongly oppose the idea of 
"state drafted prayers." 

To unite behind one proposal all those who favor 
voluntary school prayer you are asking that your pro­
posed amendment be altered specifically to prohibit 
the Federal or state governments from composing the 
words of any prayer to be said in a public school. 

All guests at this meeting are strongly 
supportive of restoring voluntary school prayer, 
but several present will now enthusiastically 
support your Voluntary Prayer Amendment because of 
the revision. 

III. PARTICIPANTS: 

(See attached listing.) 
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IV. PRESS PLAN: White House Press Corps photo opportunity. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS: 

4:15 - You enter Roosevelt Room 

4:16 - You make remarks 

4:20 - You respond to questions 

4:25 - Guests circle table for individual photos 

4:30 - You depart room 

Attachments: 
1. Listing of Attendees 
2. Talking Points 



TALKING POINTS 

FOR 

MEETING WITH PRO-SCHOOL PRAYER LEADERS 

July 12, 1983 

Welcome to the White House and first let me say thank 

you for all the help you have given our fight to restore 

voluntary school prayer. 

I think we are very close to victory now if we all pull 

together. 

The status of our Voluntary Prayer Amendment is this, 

on Thursday, the full Senate Judiciary Committee has 

scheduled a mark-up session. The vote will surely be 

very close. 

I realize that Senator Orrin Hatch, who supports my 

amendment, has also put forth, as a possible alternative, 

a silent prayer amendment. Frankly, I don't believe 

we have been fighting this prayer battle for the right 

to remain silent. My friend, Senator Hatch, does have 

a valid point, though, about the need to change the 

original wording of our amendment. 

The Senate hearings and the communications I have 

received from many leaders have convinced me that 

we can unite all supporters of school prayer only if 

we can end the fears that government officials will 

be drafting prayers for school children. Therefore, 

I have asked the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 

Senator Thurmond, Senator Hatch and other supporters of 
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voluntary school prayer to revise the amendment 

they have submitted at my request for the past two 

years. 

The change I am requesting is this: at the end of the 

second sentence, add these words -- "nor shall the 

United States or any state compose the words of any 

prayer to be said in public schools." 

This wording solves the sticky problem of state-drafted 

prayers without endangering currently acceptable and 

praiseworthy practices such as inviting clergy to 

offer invocations at high school graduations. 

As revised, our amendment will assure the constitutionality 

of voluntary student religious groups·, children voluntarily 

saying grace before meals, voluntary devotional periods 

and silent prayer periods. 

This is still a local option Amendment. Each state and 

local jurisdiction would still have the right to permit 

spoken prayer, silent prayer, or no periods for prayer 

at all. The Federal courts would have to stay out 

of regulating local decisions except to make sure that 

no one could be required to participate in prayer and 

that the government could not draft prayer for use in 

public schools. 

I need your help to pass this badly needed amendment. 

If things go as I hope, we can convince a majority of 

the Senate Judiciary Committee to pass our revised 
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Amendment this week. Then we could aim for full 

Senate passage in the Fall and getting a vote in 

the House of Representatives early next year. 

The first step, though, is winning in the Senate 

Judiciary Committee this week. I know you can 

help there. 
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TH E W HIT E HOUSE 

Ju l y 13, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: STEPHEN H. GALEBACH 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell , . , 

Transmittal of Amendment Revision 

Attached is the h andout from yesterday's meeting with 
pro- p rayer leaders. 

It occurs to me that it might be appropriate for us to 
send Se nator Th urmond, this morning, a note from the 
Pre s i den t wi th t h e text of the revised Amendment. Couldn't 
t he Pr esi de nt t h ank Senator Thurmond for agreeing to 
in t r o du ce t his revision? 

By the way, I think we should get some calls from 
he re, today, to Members of the Judiciary Committee . I 
am going t o call Ken Cribb to suggest that Mr. Meese, who 
be st unde r sta nds this on the Se nior Staff, make those calls. 

MCB : jet 

1 Attachment a/s 

\ 

I •. 



. . ... 

TEXT OF 

PRESI DENT REAGAN ' S 

REVISED VOLUNTARY PRAYER AMENDMENT 

ARTICLE 

"Not-J1ing in this Constituti on shall be construed to 

prohibit- individual or group prayer in public schools or 

other public institutions. No person shall be required 

by the United States or by any State to participate in 

prayer. Nor shall the United States or any State compose 

the words of any p r ayer to be s aid i n public schools." 

July 12, 1983 

j , 
◄ 
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