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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

TO:

FROM:
REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:
LOCATION:
DATE AND TIME:

DURATION:

PARTICIPANTS:
REMARKS REQUIRED:
MEDIA COVERAGE:
RECOMMENDED BY:
OPPOSED BY:

DROTECT OFFTCRR -

THE WHIT~ HOL

WASHINGTON

Julv 18, 1983

FRED RYAN, DIRECTOR
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY
A meeting with kev religious broadcasters.

To follow up on subjects raised in the
President's National Religious Broad-
casters speech.

The National Religious Broadcasters, to
which almost all keyv religious broad-
casters belong, is highly supportive of
the President. Most of these broadcasters
support and promote tl President's
positions. They would like to meet with
the President to better understand his
viewpoint on some it aes.

Religious broadcasters reach millions of
people daily. The President's address

to the National Religious Broadcasters
has been replaved many times on many
religious television and radio shows. It
is still being played. They are in a pos-
ition Lo be of great assistance to the
President.

The President spoke to the National Re-
ligious Broadcasters convention on
January 31, 1983.

Cabinet Room or Roosevelt Room.

Open

One half hour.

1¢ L:
(see attached 1list)
Brief remarks.
None.

F¢ " :h Ryan Whittlesey

MAr+tnan M R1arltwell



Dr. Pat Robertson, Pr¢ .dent
Christian Broadcasting Network
Virginia B¢ :h, Virgin.

Mr. James Bakker, President
PTL Club
Charlotte, North Carolina

Dr. Jerxy Falwell

Speaker, 01d Time Gospel Hour
Pastor, Thomas Road Baptist Church
President, Moral Majority
Lynchburg, Virginia

Mr. Jimmy Swaggart

Syndicator of programs on over 200 stations
Owner and operator of 9 radio stations
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Dr. Thomas F. Zimmerman, General Superintendent

Assemblies of God

Springfield, Missouri

Director, Revivaltime Radio Program heard on 500 radio stations
Vice President, Year of the Bible National Committee

Dr. Charles Stanley, Pastor
First Baptist Church

Atlanta, Georgia
Heard on 70 television stations and 100 radio stations -

Dr. William Bright, General Chairman

Year of the Bible

President and Founder of Campus Crusade for Christ
Arrowhead Springs, San Bernardino, California

Dr. Robert Cook, President

King's College

Briarcliff Manor, New York

Speaker, The King's Hour, heard on 170 radio stations throughout the

United States and throughout the world

Mr. Jerry Rose, President

Channel 38

Chicago, Illinois

Second Vice President, National Religious Broadcasters

! wh: 10 ( n ]
stations throughout the U.S.A.

Northwestern College

Roseville, Minnesota

Mr. Mike Maddex, President

|

Springfield, Ohio

Secretary, National Religious Broadcasters
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Mr. James Robison

James Robison Evangel: :ic Crusade

Ft. Worth, Texas

Syndicates television programs every week

Rev. Jimmy Draper, President
Southern Baptist Convention
Pastor, First Baptist Church
Euless, Texas

Dr. Theodore Epp
Founder and President, Back To the Bible Broadcast

Lincoln, Nebraska
Founder of National Religious Broadcasters
Syndicator of Daily Path Hour Bible-oriented program heard on 500 radio

stations

Rev. Charles Swindoll
Pastor, Evangelical Free Church
Fullerton, California

Heard on over 100 radio programs on a syndicated basis as well as television

programs throughout the U.S.A.

Dr. John MacArthur
Pastor, Grace Community Church

Panorama City, California
Speaker, Grace To You, heard on over 100 radio stations

Dr. Paul Freed, President

Founder, Trans World Radio
Owns and operates 23 super-powered radio stations throughout the world,

comprising total transmitter strength of six million watts
Chatham, New Jersey

Dr. E. V. Hill, Pastor

Zion Raptist Church

Los Angeles, California

Speaker on radio and television programs

Mr. E. Brandt Gustavson, President

National Religious Broadcasters

Vice President, Moody Bible Institute

In charge of 11 owned and operated Moody Bible Institute radio stations

throughout the U.S.A.
Director, Moody Monthly, a 300,000 subscriber publication

11« ) ¢t
.nity Broadcasting Company

Santa Ana, California
Owns and operates 6 television stations throughout the United States,

ipcluding Miami, Los Angeles, New York, and other major markets

Rex } bard, Sr.
Speaker, Cathedr: of MOxrow
Akron, Ohio

Has ¢ Dlet 1 50 y u of broadcast min: :ries, h¢ :d on over 300 telev:

stations in 8 languages throughout the United States and the world

Lon



CN 1826 M« 1/, New Jersey 07960 (201) 576

000

Ben Armstrong, Ph.D., Executive Director

May 23, 1983

Mr. Morton Blackwell
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Morton,

I realize that the President's schedule is extremely busy, but I am wonder-
ing if there has been any progress on this request.

I have received several telephone calls from some of our leading broadcasters
regarding this possibility. I believe we are in a great position to be of
assistance to the President. His address to the NRB Convention and sub-
sequently to the NAE Convention provided great hope for the evangelical
community. Unfortunately, major questions still persist, and we are anxious
to hear directly from the President his answers to our questions. We are

in a position to communicate to m: .. America in a way that no one else

in the American scene can provide. Our efforts, Morton, need to be focused
and sharpened and our questions need to be answered at the earliest possible
time.

The President greatly encouraged us by his addressing of the key issues in
which we are concerned, but we need to hear more in order to implement on

a realistic basis his leadership on the American scene.

An 1ing you could do, Morton, to expedite th: mat : will be deeply appreciafl
by all of us.

With warm personal regards, I am
Cordially yours,

— 7 -

S W R s A TAT] -

1 :cutive Director

BA:es









KEY RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS

Dr. Pat Robertson, President
Christian Broadc: :ing 1 :work
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Mr. James Bakker, President
PTL Club
Charlotte, North Carolina

Dr. Jerry Falwell

Speaker, 0l1d Time Gospel Hour
Pustor, Thomas Road Baptist Church
President, Moral Majority
Lynchburg, Virginia

Mr. Jimmy Swaggart

Syndicator of programs on over 200 stations
Owner and operator of 9 radio stations
Baton Rouye, Louisiana

Dr. Thomas F. Zimmerman, General Superintendent

Assemblies of God

Springfield, Missouri

Director, Revivaltime Radio Program heard on 500 radio stations
Vice President, Year of the Bible National Committee

Dr. Charles Stanley, Pastor

First Baptist Church

Atlanta, Georgia .

Heard on 70 television stations and 100 radio stations

Dr. William Bright, General Chairman

Year of the Bible

President and Founder of Campus Crusade for Christ
Arrowhead Springs, San Bernardino, California

Dr. Robert Cook, President

King's College

Briarcliff Manor, New York

Speaker, The King's Hour, heard on 170 radio stations throughout the
United States and throughout the world

Mr. Jerry Rose, President

Channel 38

Chicago, Illinois

Scvcond Vice President, National Religious Brogdcasters

Mr. Paul Ram

Nurth mn wh: and operates 9 1 .igious radio
stations throughout the U.S.A.

Northwestern College

Roseville, Minnesota

Mr. Mike Maddex, President

WELIC

Springfield, Ohio

Secretary, National Religious Broadcasters



Key Religious Broadcasters - 2

Mr. Jar 3 Rob »n

James Robison Evangelistic Crusade

Ft. Worth, Texas

Syndicates television programs every week

Rev. Jimmy Draper, President
Southern Baptist Convention
Pastor, First Baptist Church
Luless, Texas

Dr. Theodore Epp

Founder and President, Back To the Bible Broadcast

Lincoln, Nebraska

Founder of National Religious Broadcasters

Syndicator of Daily Path Hour Bible-oriented program heard on 500 radio
stations

Rev. Charles Swindoll

Pastor, Evangelical Free Church

Fullerton, California

Heard on over 100 radio programs on a syndicated basis as well as television
programs throughout the U.S.A. :

Dr. John MacArthur

Pastor, Grace Community Church

Panorama City, California

Speaker, Grace To You, heard on o' : 100 radio stations

Dr. Paul Freed, President

Founder, Trans wWorld Radio

Oowns and operates 23 super-powered radio stations throughout the world,
comprising total transmitter strength of six million watts

Chatham, New Jerscey

br. E. V. Hill, Pastor

Zion Baptist Church

Los Angeles, California

Speaker on radio and television programs

Mr. E. Brandt Gustavson, President

National Religious Broadcasters

Vice President, Moody Bible Institute

In charge of 11 owned and operated Moody Bible Institute radio stations
throughout the U.S.A.

Director, M- oo a 300,000 ¢ ol BB ¥

ml Crouch, President
Trinity Broadcasting Company
Santa Ana, California
Owns and operates 6 television stations throughout the United States,
including Miami, Los Angeles, New York, and other major markets

Mr. Rex Humbard, Sr.

Spoaker, Cathedral of Tomorrow

Akron, ohio

llas completed 50 years of broadcast ministries, heard on over 300 television
stations in 8 languages throughout the United States and the world
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Ben Armstrong, Ph.D., Executive Director

March 30, 1983

Presic 1t Ronald Reagan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

I want to thank you for taking time from your busy schedule to be with us
at the recent NRB Convention in Washington, D. C., at the Sheraton Washington

Hotel, on January 31, 1983.

Your speech to our convention was extremely well-received as evidenced by
the five standing ovations.

As a result of your incisive and epic-making address, our religious media
have aired your speech hundreds of times and repeated it over and over

again throughout the country on networks such as (1) 700 Club, (2) PTL Club,
(3) NCN, Cocoa, Florida, (4) Trinity Broadcasting Company, and other stations
numbering about sixty-five Christian television stations.

In addition, the audio portion has gone to over one hundred religious radio
stations in the U. S. A. and repeated over and over again. In fact, your
address is still being heard throughout the country. Some said that this
was the most important religious speech since the beginning of our Republic
by any American president.

It was noteworthy to have had the opportunity to present to your wife, Nancy,
the award for her superb work in the drug abuse program in which she has been
involved for over fifteen years. What an important role she has played in
recent days on television in this important area!

I am enclosing a recent Religious Broadcasting magazine describing these
two events.

I appreciated also the opportunity of greeting you at the NAE Convention in
Orlando, Florida, and the religious leaders in the Cabinet Room on the por-
nography ° ;sue March 28.

I believe, Mr. President, that we have important work ahead. You have rai 1
extremely important issues of concern to those in all faiths who hold to the
traditional positions.

Our key broadcasters would like to meet with you at the earliest possible
time so that we can better understand your position on these matters and to
be able to implement your positions.

CUSIANNS Aev st Corenton  Jo ws Fol 1 TS0 Seersica VAt ditnia oas e gt

O
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President Ronald Reagan
March 30, 1983
Page Two

I would like to request the opportunity of visiting with you and experts in
the various social agenda fields during the month of April. I would like
to suggest the following dates: (1) April 13, (2) April 15, (3) April 18,
(4) April 27.

I would like to suggest that we meet with the experts in the various fields
of (1) voluntary prayer in the public school, (2) anti-abortion legislation,
{3) tuition tax credits, and (4) U. S. nuclear policy.

I am enclosing a suggested list of those whom I would like to invite to meet
with you. These are all opinion-makers in religious broadcasting. I feel
that it would be mutually-beneficial for us to get together if at all possible.
With warm personal regards, I am

Cordially yours,

1 s '
S wes ou,

Ben Armstrong
Executive Director

\

BA:es
Enclosures



Dr. Pat Robertson, President
Christian Broadcasting Network
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Mr. James Bakker, President
PTL Club
Charlotte, North Carolina

Dr. —:rry Falwell

Speaker, 0ld Time Gospel Hour
Pastor, Thomas Road Baptist Church
President, Moral Majority
Lynchburg, Virginia

Mr. Jimmy Swaggart

Syndicator of programs on over 200 stations
Owner and operator of 9 radio stations
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Dr. Thomas F. Zimmexrman, General Superintendent

Assemblies of God

Springfield, Missouri

Director, Revivaltime Radio Program heard on 500 radio stations
Vice President, Year of the Bible National Committee

Dr. Charles Stanley, Pastor

First Baptist Church

Atlanta, Georgia

Heard on 70 television stations and 100 radio stations

Dr. William Bright, General Chairman

Year of the Bible

President and Founder of Campus Crusade for Christ
Arrowhead Springs, San Bernardino, California

Dr. Robert Cook, President

King's College

Briarcliff Manor, New York

Speaker, The King's Hour, heard on 170 radio stations throughout the
United States and throughout the world

Mr. Jerry Rose, President

Channel 38

Chicago, Illinois

Second Vice President, National Religious Broadcasters

Mr. Paul Ramseyer, Director

Nc 1 L
U

Northwestern College

Roseville, Minnesota

Mr. Mike Maddex, President

WEEC

Springfield, Ohio

Secretary, National Religious Broadcasters



Key Religiot Broadcasters - 2

Mr. James Robison

James Robison Evangelistic Crusade

Ft. Worth, Tex:

Syndicates television programs every week

Rev. Jimmy Draper, President
Southern Baptist Convention

Pastor, First Baptist Church
Euless, Texas

Dr. Theodore Epp

Founc - and President, Back To the Bible Broadcast

Lincoln, Nebraska

Founder of National Religiocus Broadcasters

Syndicator of Daily Path Hour Bible-oriented program heard on 500 radio

stations

Rev. Charles Swindoll

Pastor, Evangelical Free Church

Fullerton, California

Heard on over 100 radio programs on a syndicated basis as well as television

programs throughout the U.S.A.

Dr. John MacArthur

Pastor, Grace Community Church

Panorama City, California

Speaker, Grace To You, heard on over 100 radio stations

Dr. Paul Freed, President

Founder, Trans World Radio

Owns and operates 23 super-powered radio stations throughout the world,
comprising total transmitter strength of six million watts

Chatham, New Jersey

Dr. E. V. Hill, Pastor

Zion Baptist Church

Los Angeles, California

Speaker on radio and television programs

Mr. E. Brandt Gustavson, President

National Religious Broadcasters

Vice President, Moody Bible Institute

In charge of 11 owned and operated Moody Bible Institute radio stations
throughout the U.S.A.

Director, Moodv Monthly, a 300,000 subscriber publication

Dr. Paul Cronch. President
‘inity Bi ’ 1y
Santa Ana, California
Owns and operates 6 television stations throughout the United States,
including Miami, Los Angeles, New York, and other major markets

Mr. Rex Humbard, Sr.

Speaker, Cathedral of Tomorrow

Akron, Ohio

Has completed 50 years of broadcast ministries, heard on over 300 television
stations in 8 languages throughout the United States and the world
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LISTING OF ATTENDEES

July 12, 1983

Dr. Ben ARMSTRONG,
Director
National Religious Broadcasters

Mr. John BECKETT,
President
Intercessors of America

Reverend Theodore CHELPON
Greek Orthodox Church

Dr. Jerry FALWELL,
President
The Moral Majority

Reverend Robert GRANT,
Chairman
Christian Voice

Rabbi Menachem LUBINSKY
Agudath Israel of America

Mrs. Connaught MARSHNER,
Chairman
National Pro-Family Coalition

Mr. Edward McATEER,
President
Religious Roundtable

Dr. Billy MELVIN
Executive Director
National Association of Evangelicals

Mr. Theodore \NTALEO,
Executive Director
Freedom Council

Bishop J. D. PATTERSON

Dr. Pat ROBERTSON,
President
Christian Broadcasting Network

Mr. Grover REES,
Prc_ 2ssc
Univ :sity of Texas School of 1 v



Dr. Seymour £ IGEL,
Professor
Jewish Theological Seminary

Mr. Demos SHAKARIAN
Founder and Presic 1t
Full Gospel Businessmen

Jimmy SWAGGERT
Jimmy Swaggert Ministries

Archbishop Joseph TAWIL
Roman Catholic, Melikite

Dr. Herbert TITUS,
Dean, School of Public Policy
CBN University

Mr. Bob WEINER,
Founder and Director
Maranatha Ministries

Bishop Thomas WELSH,
Presiding Bishop
Diocese of Allentown

Mr. Paul M. WEYRICH,
President
Free Congress Research and Education Foundation

Dr. Thomas ZIMMERMAN
General Superintendent
Assembly of God

Rev. Morris VAAGNES,
President
International Lutheran Center of Church Renewal

Mr. Ed Meese
Counsellor to the President

Mr. James A. Baker III
- - =7 - T2

Mrs. Faith Ryan W™ =tlec ’
Assistant to the President for Public Liaison

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell o
Special Assistant to the President for 1iblic Liaison



TEXT OF
PRESIDENT REAGAN'S

REVISED VOLUNTARY PRAYER AMENDMENT

ARTICLE

"Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to
prohibit individual or group prayer in public schoc s or
other public institutions. No person shall be required
by the United States or by any State to participate in
prayer. Nor shall the United States or any State compose

the words of any prayer to be said in public schools.”

July 12, 1983
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TRELYI - POIRNT

FOR

MEETING WITH PRO-SCHOOL PRAYER L@ DJERE
July 12, 1983

Welcome to the White House and first let me say thank
you for all «the help you have given our fight to restore
voluntary school rayver.

I think we are very close to victory now if we all 1 11
tocether.

The status of our Voluntary Prayer Amendment is this,

on Thursday, the full Senate Judiciary Committee has
scheduled a mark-up session. The vote will surely be
very close.

I realize that Senator Orrin Hatch, who supports my
amendment, has also put forth, as a pcssible alternative,
a silent prayer amendment. Fi1 kly, I don't believe

we have been fighting this prayer battle for the right
to remain silent. My friend, Senator Hatch, does have

a valid point, though, about the need to c! nge the
original wording of our amendment.

The Senate hearings and the communications I have

received from many leaders have convinced me that

7
we can end the fears that government officials will
be drafting pravers for school children. Therefore,
I have asked the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

Senator Thurmond, Senator Hatch and other supporters of



mencment

v}

voluntary scr »1 praver to revise the

they have csubmitted at my rezsuest for the paest two

years.

The change I am reg o R at the end of the
second sentence, ad r s! 11 the
United States or an the words of any

prayer to be said inhpublic schools."

This wording solves the sticky problem of state-drafted
prayers without endancering currently acceptable and
praiseworthy p: >tices such as inviting clergy to

offer invocations at high school graduations.

As revised, our amendment will assure the constitutione ity
of voluntary student religious groups, children voluntarily
saying grace before-meals, voluntary devotional periods

and silent prayer periods.

This is still a local option Amendment. Each st and
local jurisdiction would still have the right to permit
spoken prayer, silent prayer, or no periods for prayer

at all. The Federal courts would have to stay out

of regulating local decisions ex¢ >t to make sure that

no one could be required to participate in prayer and

that the government could not draft -1 7¢ [ r use in
public :hoo!:

I need your help to pass this badly needed amendment.

If things go as I hope, we can convince a majority of

the ¢ Jv iciary Committee t pe our revised






w@endment this week. Trnen we could aim for full
Senate passage in the Fall &and cetting a vote in
the House of Representatives early next year.
The first step, ough, is winning in the Senate
Judiciary Committee this week. I know you can

[y

help there.



LISTING OF ATTENDEES

July 12, 1983

Dr. Ben ARMSTRONG,
Director
National Religious Broadcasters

Mr. John BECKETT,
President
Intercessors of America

Reverend Theodore CHELPON
Greek Orthodox Church

Dr. Jerry FALWELL,
President
The Moral Majority

Reverend Robert GRANT,
Chairman
Christian Voice

Rabbi Menachem LUBINSKY
Agudath Israel of America

Mrs. Connaught MARSHNER,
Chairman
National Pro-Family Coalition

Mr. Edward McATEER,
President
Religious Roundtable

Dr. Billy MELVIN,
Executive Director _
National Association of Evangelicals

Mr. Theodore PANTALEO,
Executive Director
Freedom Council

Bishop J. O. PATTRERSNN
ri oz
Dr. Pat ROBERTSON,
President
Christian Broadcasting Network
Mr. Grover REES,

I ofecs
University of Texas School of Law





















we can unite all supporters of school prayer only

if we can en the fears that government officials

will be drafting prayers for school children. There-
fore, I have asked the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, Senator Thurmond, Senator Hatch and other
supporters of voluntary school prayer to revis tl
amendment they have submitted at my reque : for the

past two vears.

The change I am requesting is this: at the end of
the second sentence, add this sent 1ce -- "Nor shall
the United States or any State compose the words of

any prayer to be said in public schools."”

This wording solves the sticky problem of state-drafted
prayers without endangering currently acceptable and
praiseworthy practices such as inviting clergy to

offer invocations at high school graduations.

As revised, our amendment will assure the constitu-
tionality of voluntary student religious groups,

X

voluntary devotional periods and silent prayer periods.

This is still a local option Amendment. Each state

1c L juri 1iiction would :till 1 t} right to



permit spoken prayer, silent prayer, or no periods

for prayer at all. The Federal courts would have to
stay out of regulating local dec: ions except to

make sure that no one could be required to participate
in prayer and that the government could not draft

prayer for use in o " lic schools.

I need your help to pass this badly needed amend: at.
If things go as I hope, we can convince a majority of
the Senate Judiciary Committee to pass our revised
Amendment this week. Then we could aim for full
Senate passac¢ in the Fall and getting the vote in

the Hous of Representatives early next year. The
first step, though, is winning in the Senate Judiciary

Committee this week. I know you can help there.

One other point. Tt Judiciary Committee will also
be considering Senator Denton's Equal Access bill
this week. There is no re: »>n for public schools
to discriminate against religious student groups,

and this problem can ! solved simply by statute.

Amendment 1 an I _1al Access bill.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
July 11, 1983

BRIEFING PAPER

MEETING WITH PRO-SCHOOL PRAYER LEADERS

DATE: Tuesday, July 12, 1983
LOCATION: Roosevelt Room
The White House
TIME: 4:15 p.m.
FROM: Faith Ryan Whittlesey

PURPOSE: To thank major supporters of voluntary
school prayer and explain a change in
your proposed Voluntary Prayer Amendment.

BACKGROUND:

Senate Judiciary Committee is scheduled to
mark-up School Prayer on Thursday, July l4th.

A new alternate proposal by Senator Hatch would
allow only silent prayer. The vote is very close in
the Senate Judiciary Committee on both proposed amend-
ments, although hearings two weeks ago showed the
Hatch silent prayer proposal is opposed by virtually
all interested groups, including the major supporters
and the major opponents of your amendment.

Many major religious leaders who want to restore
voluntary school prayer have not fully endorsed your
amendment because they so strongly oppose the idea of
"state drafted prayers.”

To unite behind one proposal all those who favor
voluntary school prayer you are asking that your pro-
posed amendment be altered specifically to prohibit
the Federal or state governments from composing the
words of any prayer to be said in a public school.

All g 1] s Ly
supportive of restoring voluntary school prayer,
but several present will now enthusiastically
support your Voluntary Prayer Amendment because of
the revision.

PARTICIPANTS:

(See attached listing.)



IV. PRESS PLAN: White House Press Corps photo opportunity.

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:
4:15 - You enter Roosevelt Room
4:16 - You make remarks

4:20 - You respond to questions
4:25 - Guests circle table for individual photos

4:30 - You depart room

Attachments:
1. Listing of Attendees
2. Talking Points



TALKING DJIMN.3
FOR

MEETING WITH PP"-SCHOOL PRAYER LEANFRS
July 12, 1983

Welcome to the White House and first let me say thank
vou for all the help you have given our fight to restore
voluntary school prayer.

I think we are very close to victory now if we all pull
together.

The status of our Vo] tary Prayer Amendment is this,

on Thursday, the full Senate Judiciary Committe has
~sct Juled a mark-up session. The vote will surely be
very close.

I realize that Senator Orrin Hatch, who supports my
amendment, has also put forth, as a possible alternative,
a silent prayer amendment. Frankly, I don't believe

we have been fighting this prayer battle for the right
to remain silent. My friend, Senator Hatch, does have

a valid point, though, about the need to change the
original wording of our amendment.

The Senate he rings and the communications I have
received from many leaders have convinced me that

| L 1 y  C

we can end the fears that government officials will

be drafting prayers for school children. Therefore,

I have asked the Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

Senator Thurmond, Senator Hatch and other supporters of



voluntary school prayer to revise the amendment

they have submitted at my reguest for the past two
years.

The change I am requesting is this: at the end of the
second sentence, add these words ~- "nor shall the
United States or any state compose the words of any
prayer to be said in public schools."”

This wording solves the sticky problem of state-drafted
prayers without endangering currently acceptable and
praiseworthy practices such ¢ 1inviting clergy to

offer invocations at high school graduations.

As revised, our amendment will assure the constitutionality
of voluntary student religious groups, children voluntarily
saying grace before meals, voluntary devotional periods
and silent prayer periods.

This is still a local option Amendment. Each state and
local jurisdiction would still have the right to permit
spoken prayer, silent prayer, or no periods for prayer
at all. The Federal courts would have to stay out

of regulating local decisions except to make sure that
no one could be required to participate in prayer and
that e < -nment could not draft ~rayer for v 2 in
public schools.

I need your help to pass this badly needed amendment.
If things go as I hope, we can convince a majority of

the Senate Judiciary Committee to pass our revised



Amendment this week. Then we could aim for full
Senate passage in tt Fall and getting a vote in
the House of Representatives early next year.
The first step, though, is winning in the Senate
Judiciary Committee this week. I know you can

help there.



LISTING OF ATTENDEES

July 12, 183

Dr. Ben ARMSTRONG,
Director
National Religious Broadcasters

Mr. John BECKETT,
President
Intercessors of America

Reverend Theodore CHELPON
Greek Orthodox Church

Dr. Jerry FALWELL,
President
The Moral Majority

Reverend Robert GRANT,
Chairman
Christian Voice

Rabbi Menachem LUBINSKY
Agudath Israel of America

Mrs. Connaught MARSHNER,
Chairman
National Pro-Family Coalition

Mr. Edward McATEER,
President
Religious Roundtable

Dr. Billy MELVIN
Executive Director
National Association of Evangelicals

Mr. Thec »>re PANTALEO,
Executive Director
Freedom Council

Bishop J. D. PATTERSON

Dr. Pat ROBERTSON,
President
Christian Broadcasting Network

Mr. Grover REES,
Professor
Unix C & L 1 v



Dr. Seymour SEIGEL,
Professor
Jewish Theological Seminary

Mr. Demos SHAKARIAN
Founder and President
Full Gospel Businessmen

Jimmy SWAGGERT
Jimmy Swaggert Ministries

Archbishop Joseph TAWIL
Roman Catholic, Melikite

Dr. Herbert TITUS,
Dean, School of Public Policy
CBN University

Mr. Bob WEINER,
Founder and Director
Maranatha Ministries

Bishop Thomas WELSH,
Presiding Bishop
Diocese of Allentown

Mr. Paul M. WEYRICH,
President
Free Congress Research and Education Foundation

Dr. Thomas ZIMMERMAN
General Superintendent
Assembly of God






TEXT OF
PRESIDENT REAGAN'S

REVISED VOLUNTARY PRAYER AMENDMENT

ARTICT.F

"Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to
prohibit- indivi 1al or group prayer in public schools or
other public institutions. No person shall be reguired
by the Uni :d States or by any State to participate in

rayer. Nor shall the U ited States or any State compose

the words of any praver to be said in public schools."”

July 12, 1983
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