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Mohen' vision explained 
~~~o~f "req~ uests from ,1 es this week 

published the~~'i>Tt of the vision of 
Rajneesh Chandra Mohen ( "bhagwan"). 

An editorial titled "International 
thunderclap" intimated that it may be 
more than a coincidence that soon after 
Rajneesh's vision was made public, 
disasters occurred all over the world. 

"No sooner had we gone to press last 
week with Rajneesh's vision of 15 years of 
natural and man-made disasters, in
cluding nuclear war, than his remarks 
were punctuated by an international 
thunderclap. 

"The shot-heard-round-the world was 
. fired by a Soviet Jet - and it downed a 

South Korean civilian Jetliner on a flight 
from Anchorage, Alaska to Seoul, South 
Korea. All 269 aboard perished, including 
U.S. Congressman Larry McDonald, 0-
Georgia. 

"This wasn't the only bombshell to 
explode virtually within minutes of 
Bhagwan's vision being released," The
Times edit said. "The world was shocked 
when the opposition leader to Philippine 
director Ferdinanc Marcos was gunned 
down the minute he touched ground in 
Manila following a three-year exile in the 
U.S.; Israeli Prime Minister Begin an
nounced his resignation, and all hell 
promptly broke loose in Lebanon, in
cluding the deaths of four U.S. Marines 
who were part of a multi-national 
peacekeeping force in Beirut; and fighting 
in Central America and North Africa in
creased in intensity. 

"Now, Bhagwan isn't the kind of guy 
who will say 'I told you so' as the world 
races to unravel. And he isn't likely to 
point out that recent event.9 seem to in
dicate the doomsday he envisions will 
occur closer to 1984 than to 1999. 

"But, given the dramatic worldwide 
event.9 accompanying disclosure of his 
vision, we suspect people will pay closer 
attention next time." 

The Rajneesh Foundation In
ternational copyrighted vision, as it will 
appear in the newest edition of 
"Rajneeshism: An Introduction to 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and His 
Religion", follows: 

"Man is now living in his most critical 
moment and it is a crisis of Immense 
dimensions. Either he will die or a new 
man will be born. Rajneeshism accept.9 
this challenge and is making the only 
world-wide effort to transform human 
consciousness so that man can die and a 
superman can be born out of his ashes. It is 
going to be a death and a resurrection. 
Unless human consciousness changes 
totally man cannot survive. As he is right 
now he is already outdated. 

"The period of this crisis will be 
between 1984 and 1999. During this period 
there will be every kind of destruction on 
earth including natural catastrophes and 
man manufactured auto-suicidal efforts. 
In other words there will be floods which 
have never been known since the time of 
Noah, along with earthquakes, volcanic 
eruptions and everything else that is 
possible through nature. The earth cannot 
tolerate this type of mankind any longer. 
There will be wars which are bound to end 
in nuclear explosions, hence no ordinary 
Noah's Arks are going to save humanity. 
Rajneeshism is creating a Noah's Ark of 
consciousness, remaining centered 
exactly in the middle of the cyclone. 

"I say to you that a:cept this there is 
no other way. 

"Tokyo, New York, San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, Bombay etc. - all these 
cities are going to disappear and the 
holocaust is not going to be confined to 
certain places. It is going to be global so no 
escape will be possible. · 

"You can only escape within and 
that's what I teach. I do not teach worship 
of God or any other ritual but only a 
scientific way of coming to you innermost 
core." 

E 
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Rajneesh teachers, not 
children are obstacle 
It's not the other children, but the 

teachers that will keep non-Rajneealiees 
from sending their children to scbool In 
Antelope. 

Derald McCall, former Antelope 
School Dist. 50J chairman, said this week 
that nobody he knows plans to send their 
children to the Antelope School, The school 
was opened Friday, Sept. 16, with the use 
of volunteer Rajneesh teachers for about 
53 Rajneeshee students. 

Now that the status of the district 
boundary changes is known - that the citi
zens living In changed portions are no 
longer eligible voters and therefore cannot 
serve on the board - there are only two 
non-Rajneesh girls, a ninth grader and a 
Junior, left within the new district. 'lbe 
other 19 children are being bused to 
Madras with Antelope School Dist. 50.J 
picking up the tab for tuition and transpor-
tation. · 

McCall said that if something should 
happen and the district will no longer pay 
the non-Rajneeshee student tuitions and 
transport costs, "I'm sure all the parents 
will send their kids on their own. Nobody I 
talked to will send their kids to Antelope 
School with their teachers. It's not the 
kids, it's the teachers." McCall said citi
zens were also concerned that teachers 
and students were wearing religious garb 
in the school building. 

Overall, McCall said he and other 
former board members were glad to get 
out from under Rajneesh threats. 

"H they can't tu us or float a bond, 
we're happy to get out from under the 
threat of suits," McCall said. McCall said 
that an hour before state officials called 
and Informed the board of the situation, 

Levy voted down 
Antelope School Diatrlct'1 $%5,000 

one-year operatlag levy fell Tlleaiday by 
a landallde. 

The levy fell camulatively 359 votes 
to BeVea. ID the city of Antelope, the 
measure fell 5Z votes to two, and ID Raj
aeeshparam the woe was defeated 307 
votes to ftve. 

Pauage of tbe $%5,000 operating 
levy would bave sent 19 aoa-RaJneesh 
cllfldrell to Madras for 1choollng. 

Ma Anand Sheela, president of Rajneesh 
Foundation Intemation, was at the office 
of Dr. Fred Krause, Superintendent of 
Wasco County Education Service District. 
According to McCall, Sheela told Krause 
that if the board compromised Rajneeshee 
plans, there would be a recall and a suit 
filed. 

McCall said the situation "stinks" and 
says Swami Deva Wadud's decision to fire 
the school clerk did not constitute an emer
gency. Ma Deva Jayamala was confirmed 
as unpaid clerk to the board and Swami 
Anand Suraj as head teacher in the school 
board meeting by Wadud Thursday night. 
The paid position of clerk, formerly occu
pied by Dora Harris, "no longer exists" 
because of lack of funds, Wadud said. 

McCall said there is much confusion 
around Antelope these days, concerning 
school matters. 

"Nobody knows," he said, noting a 
school bus driver who transports children 
to Madras was wondering where his next · 
pay check would come from. 

-- -
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Rajneesh 
I.• 

SN ' 
of TIii! ~ ataff l. 

SALEM - The Incorporation of the city of 
Rajneeshpuram by followers of an Indian reli
gious leader violates state and federal cottstttu
tlonal parantees at reparation of clrUrch and 

- - -..... state, C>reion Attorney General Dave Frohnmay-
er-smd Thursday. · .. 

: In an opinion that was Intended to address 
the City's right to receive state revenue from 
s~al tttes, Frohnmayer went far beyond that 
Issue Ind declared that the community on the 
Muddy Ranch cannot provide any city services 
becalllt! Of the ''pervasive and unavoidable" In-
trusion of tellgton In city government. · 

Not only Is all the land owned by a religious 
foundaUotl and leased to a cooperative teDglous 
commune, Frohnmayer noted, but allo only fol
lowers or the Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh can live 
within the corporate boundaries. . 

"The Intrusion of religion Into City gowm• 
ment affalts Is pervasive and unaVOldable," he 

' . 

said. "hi , as presently constltuteil, this clfy 
1s anierttally Incapable of behavtna as a 
city." 

The far-ranging opinion, which took silt 
months to research, . must still be tested th the 
courts. Frohnmayer said he will seek a "prompt 
mechanism" to get a judicial rullnt. 

"We are moving rapidly to determine what · 
legal test will be us~,"' h- told a news confer• 
ence, adding that he i!tpects the Issue to be 
determined by the Otegon Supreme Court, and 
possibly the U.S. Silprtme Court. 

· The opinion was r~queated by Rep. Mike 
McCracken of Albany. The attorney general's 
office said earlier It had hel~ McCracken 
frame the questions, which Is said was a com
mon practice. 

McCracken said the opinion gives the· an- · 
swers he had hoped for. "I believe this Is tne 
beginning of the end of Rajneeshpuram," he 
said. 

J 

·declared 
T ~ ~ 

-itayor Ktlshlii nevi t~ld The· Or~iol\l8 thll 
tht oplttlott was "I polltiCll mafleuver bof1i out 
of bigotry." He accused Frohmnayer of a "mlsilt• 
terpretatlon of the doctrine of church and state 
ta harm our community." 
. Deva said he Mid ftbt IN!et1 tlie opinion but he 

dtd_ not etpect Rajlieesh attorneys _to challenge It 
In court, "But If he (Frohnmayer) wants to brlni 
It tt> court, we Will be there," the mayor said. 
Deva said there ate fto plans to challenge the 
opinion -beauae tt does not have the force of 
la\\', 1 • · 

Ptoftni11ayer iatd. he baa advised (;tJV. Vtc 
Attyell

4 
to Sign k teglslatlOII ' withholding state 

funds rrom gas, liquor and cfprette taxes from 
Rajneeshpurarn until Ute courts rule. 

1'he special session of tfte Legislature rushed 
tll~8h a bill In one diy to put thf! tax mon@y In 
e~w,ttntll W1Sco County decided whether , 
Rajtteelhpuram has violated land-use goals. The 
attomey general said If he Is correct In his opin-

,,)Jjl :air 
£ ~ "":":'W. 

Ion, the ~rftm11nlty tflt>uld bl! «!RIied lily:tta1e1 
revenue permanently. , , . 

"We believe that drawing money from the 
state Inescapably aids a specific tellgton," said 
Frohnmayer. . 

Atiyeh said he had not had time to fflldy the 
opinion, which he received just before the 
Frohnmayer press confetence. "We have u, un
derstand that we are not dealing with Rajneesh
puram per se, although It affects them right 
now, but the Issue of ctlilrch and !till!," Atiyeh 
said. , • 

At otte point during his re-election eampafg11, 
.Atiyeh s61d he Wished tlle laj11eesh followers 
would leave Oregon. 

Askt!d If the opltl.ldtt had an ltttpact on liffiby 
Antelope where Rajfteesh fOllowers make op a 
majority of the city council, Frohnmayer !laid 
that was a !ll!parate IS9ut!. . · 

"Becau~~ then ll n\Ultfple lahd ownetshlli lb 
Antelope, the fact that the Rajneeshees dominate 

DOW JONES 

Ll' 18.60 

the city council is not the qurl-liC1n,·· hP ~air1 H 
said there is no conslitutirinal tt>net to bar on 
religion from dominating a communilv's ~ov1>n, 
ment. 

The opinion was another hlow to follower 
of the 53-year-old guru wh" mn,·rd to OrPgon i1 
1981 with several hundretl ril hi< fr•1lower~ an1 
founded a commune on 1)4,000 acrr~ in Wa!!c• 
and Jefferson counties. 

The community not only is facing llifflcultie1 
on possible violation of land-use goal~. h•1t it alS( 
faces the possible loss of ba~lc school ~upp()~ 
funds because the AntelopE' School Dic:trict ma1 
be declared substandard. 

Frohnmayer is preparing legal advic!' fo1 
Verne Duncan, superintendent of public instruc• 
tlon, on whether the district, which hac; yet tc 
approve a budget or open for clas~"c:, will bf 
eligible for basic school support Duncan is e-x• 
pectedto make a decision next we!'k. 

Related story on Page C3. r,. .LL / \ 



I 

THE OREGONIAN, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1983 Ii 

Rajneesh celebration permit OK' d 
curre~ by the county sanitarian, who ·will 
make at least six visits during the festiv~. as 
well as two inspection$ each by "1e-co~ty 

CAR · 
HUNTING? Bi, JEANIE SENIOR 

Coneapondant, Tne Oregonian 

THE DALLES - The Rajneesb Neo-San
nyas International Commune received a per
mit Wednesday from Wasco County to bold 
its third annual world celebration in the 
summer of 1984. 

The event is expected to draw 15,000 
followers of Indian guru Bbagwan Sbree 
Rajneesh, the same number who came to the 
Central Oregon commune for a festival this 
year 

Following the provisions of a newly 
adopted mass gathering ordinance, put into 
effect earlier Wednesday, COijllty commia• 
sioners agreed on an estimated $1,600 in · 
inspection fees, to be paid by the comm®e 
to reimburse the county for permit enforce-
ment costs. 

1 
The inspection fees will cover costs in-

commission and Ute county sheriff. ' }' · 
Only aboui 25 people. anended ii.e permit 

hearing, and no one spoke io 9ppositiqn to 
the Rajneesb appll~tion. 

Just a handful of people were present, 
too, at the afternoon hearll\8 011 tbe mass 
gathering ordinance, which was written a, 
an adjunct · to Oregop Jtale 14W and state 
Health Division itctmi~ll~Ve nµes that 
govern mass gatherings. · 

. The new ordinance's '1ue.t aim, County 
Judge William Hu1$e said, 1, ~ lQ r411trici 
ct~• rigbt to assembly bui Jl,ther tQ i;re
al4t a means for the county to recover some 
of Its entoreellltllJ costs during OlffiiuJt ~u.d-
get times. . , . 

~~oq~rs e,rUer 4iicuaaec incl11d· 

ing a provision In the ordinance that would 
limit the advance time that a per~n or a 
group can apply for a mass gaUmhag permit. 
Becaqse of questions of the constitutionality 
of such a restrtciton, commissioners later 
Jtropped all reference to time llm.lis. . 

Katherine Long, a representative of the 
Pacific Northwest Four-Wheel Diive >J
soclatloQ who anended the ordinance hear· 
ing, said tile lead time for a mass gath«tna 
ot tbat groqp could be two years. 

County commissioners had · Included the 
time llmJts because they• said they felt un• 
comf~ble when the RaJneeshees applied 
tor a ~ 4atberlng permit for the 1~8-i 
fe,tinl "before final in8pections bad IM!tP 
ma4e on the 1983 festival. Krishna Devi, a 
cqmmune repreaent4tive, 4&16 the lead dme 
was neceswy l:O alll>W' worl4wid4t Mtvems• 
in1 Jot ii)~ tes~ivlll, 

MORE THAN 

1200 · 
Imported and do
mestic cars are of• 
fered in classifica
tions 686 through 
69S in today's 

&tt,ouhm 
CLASSIFIED 

- ........ ~--

C3 

·•··· rf •• - . ··•·· 

..... 
•!'•o' • . .;,, .. 

.. 



Page 6A Grest1c:Jrn €)utlcx)k. Gresham, Ore; Sat., Oct. I, 1983 

R ·neeshee says religious preiudice 'is sad' 
by KIM COOK 
of Tbe OuUook 1tlaff 

CORBETT - IL is sad there is religious pre
judice in a country founded on religious 
freedom, a follower of the Bhagwan Shree Ra
jneesh told members of the Columbia Gorge 
K1wams Club on Thursday night. 

"We came Lo Oregon because we thought 
Oregonians respected the environment and 
behevt!d in conservation," said Ma Ananda 
Sarito. "Our belief was we were all people of 
like mindlt. But a lot of religious prejudice is 
coming up and being revealed." 

The ruling against the Rajneesh by the 
~late Land Conservation and Development 
CommiS£ion on Thursday has put the ranch in 
danger, said Sarito. She emphasized the 
followers of the Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh had 

put more than $60 million into the ranch and 
they were just not going to walk away from it. 
People have criticized the Rajneeshees for 
moving 110 quickly on the building and con
struction of Rancho Rajneesh, sb~said. 

"We want to make the Bhagwan's vision a 
reality in his lifetime," said Sarito. ''That is 
why we are moving so quickly. We do not 
want to create a dead dogma for the 
Bbagwan, but a living essence while he ~ 
alive." 

Sarito answered questipns about the beliefs 
of the Rajneesh onJy when asked. She made a 
point to kill the audience she would not . _ 
preach. · .. 

"9ur religion is a new vi!Jion believing in 
life affirmation, the celebration of life, and 
living joy," she said. "We wear the shades of 
the sunrise, reds and violets, to show our life 

affirmation attitude. being organized. Of the 75 children in the 
"Worldwide there are over 350,000 Ra- school district, 55 are Rajneeshees. 

jneeshees who want to see the Bhagwan's vi-
sion becQme a reality," she said. "When he is The Rancho Rajneesh is financed through 
gone, all of us i,vill take his place, not just one three corporate structures which were 
of us.'r started by donations, investments, and loans, 

When asked if the Bhagwan's beliefs would said Sarito. Of the three, two are regular cor• 
be taught in the Antelope School District, porations that pay taxes and function under 
Sarito a~wered no. - the sam~ laws other businesses do, she said. 

.. There is a COPlplete separation of the The third is a non-profit religious corporation 
teaching of his beliefs and education," !i,he to further the beliefs of the Bhagwan around 
said. "Wilen the raQCh had its own school, the the world. 
children learned vocational training arOUQ~ "The$e myths you ,are hearing.that we are 
the ranch. I believe this made the children not paying taxes are untrue," Sarito said. 
more bright, alivo and .dy~mic than chiJdrtp "Use your brain. We are under the same 
trap~ in a claSliroom aU'day." · · laws, in the same state. We are paying a lot 

The Rajneeshees are sending their children more taxes now since we incorporated the ci
to the Antelope School District where ty on the ranch." 
teachers are still being hired and the school is One man asked bow the Rajneesh were im-

proving the lives of former Antelope 
residents, after they had disrupted them. 
Sarito asked the question be asked in a less _ 
prejudic~ manner. 

"Don't look at me like an alien," she said. 
"I am aware of this attitude where you pro
ject prejudice. Each person has responsibility 
for their own life. If those residents want tQ 
live in neptivity, they have chosen to JJ¥ke 
misery out of their lives. Everyone has the 
freedom of where to live in the Uni~ 
States." 

Sarito aoswered questions from the more · 
than 60 people present. A video tape· wa, , 
shown at the beginning of the meeting to ac;
quaint members with Rancho Rajneesb and 
the city of Rajneeshpuram. 
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.· ,{ntelope school work 
~ontinues as county 
seeks to freeze funds .. ,. 
By JEANIE SENIOR 
C:onHpondent. The Of990lllatl 
: ANTELOPE - The subject isn't aca

demics at Antelope School these days. 
: Instead, it's a curriculum called 
'lPractical Arts and Work Experience," 
which involves 56 children from age 5 
ti> 16 in a renovation project at the ag
ing, two-story school. 
: The children are involved in a varie. 
~ of jobs readying Antelope School Dls
ttict's only school for its reopening Oct. 
34. by the followers of Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh. It remained closed after last · 
~hool year because Rajneeshee voters 
refused to authorize money to reopen it, 
choosing instead to send their children 
tp a private school at the ranch. 
· After Rajneeshee voters backed out 

of an agreement to pay tuition in Ma
dras for non-Rajneeshee children in the 
district, the all-Rajneeshee school board 
cfecided to reopen the school for all stu
<Olnts. . 
• With adult help, the Rajneeshee chll

clrea are preparing to repaint Antelope . 
$:hool - in shades of green - both 
ipslde and out. Plans call for installing 
oarpet in the two upstairs classrooms 
and in the two new classrooms that will 
1te built in a large daylight basement. 
• New school furniture will consist of 

d>uches, coffee tables and soft chairs. 
'there will be no desks, teacher Suraj 
said, and students will use clipboards 
and hardcover binders instead. 
: "It's going to be classy,'' said an 
enthusiastic student, Jeevan Leela. 14. 

: To the extent possible, the young
sters are fully involved In the school 
renovation project. · 

~ "We don't consider children any dif• 
terent from adults in their capabilities, 
ether than physical limitations or when 
tbey are new to a task," said Anand 
Anubodhi, one of the adult volunteers 
lf.elping With the renovation. 

: The school district's board of direc
tors has said that all school-age children 
ib the district are welcome at the 
school, but a non-Rajneeshee child has 
yet to enroll. Instead, the children of 
area ranchers and Antelope townspeo-
ple are attending school in Madras. · 

Most of the large property owners 
in the sparsely populated school district 
petitioned earlier this year to annex 
their property to districts in Maupin and 
Madr-as-on May 3-l, 1984. 

When Antelope School reopens, the 
former elementary school also is to of
fer high school classes in American gov
ernment. English, French, algebra and 
general math. ''Every child in the dis
trict Will be offered what he needs in 
order to meet the state requirement tor 
high school graduation." a notice posted 
on the front of the school says. "Neces
:;ary courses for college enrollment also 
will be provided." 

The notice 1lso iists the class sched• 
ule, whicll •,11iii oegin at ~:JO a.m. md 
end at 2:25 p.m .. r rom 3: I 5 p.m. to 6: 15 
p.m., 0puonal )ports and ?r:ictical irts 
training will be off Pred. 

The gap =n !he afternoon .iifordS ·a. 

time.'' when Rajneeshee children will 
· line the main road through Antelope to 

watch Rajneesh drive by in a Rolls• 
Royce. 

"It's not a break, it's the end of the 
school day," school board president 
Deva Wadud emphasized. 

Head teacher Suraj, 42, who has 
bachelor's and master's degrees in his
tory and socfal work from the Universi
ty of California at Berkeley, holds an 
Oregon secondary teaching certificate. · 

The district has recruited a Rajnee
shee teacher from Salem who has an 
elementary certificate, and tliree other 
commune residents have applied for 
emergency certification in the state. Su• 
raj said he expects no problems in ob
taining the emergency credentials. 

All of the teachers Will be volunteer
ing their time. "I think the state's get• 
ting an extraordinary deal here," Suraj 
said. 
· ~ Other problems may be looming for 
the district, however. Wasco County 
has filed a complaint in Wasco County 
Circuit Court asking that about $33,000 · 

- in· district money, which the county _ 
holds, be frozen until questions regard• 
ing the legal status of the district are 
resolved. No court .date has been set for 
the lawsuit. 

., The new school board withdrew 
more than $12,000 in district money 
from a Madras Savings and Loan A&
sociation account. Sept. · 26 and also 
withdrew about $8,000 from a bank in 
The Dalles, according to Wadud. The 
money is being spe~ on the renovation 
project, new furniture and new text
books, he said. The $33,000 will be 
needed to pay for utility and heat bills, 
he said. 

Verne Duncan, state superintendent 
of public instruction, is expected to 
make a decision this week on whether 
the Antelope School District can receive 
basic school support. Attorney General 
Dave Frohnmayer, who last week ruled 
that Rajneeshpuram is an unconstitu• 
tional city, is preparing legal advice for 
Duncan on the procedure for withhold
Ing state school support If the high· 
school program does not meet state . . 
standards. · 

Frohnmayer already hu ruled that 
teachers may not wear religious garb in 
a public classroom. It is -unclear wheth• 1 

er that will prohibit Rajneeshee teach• 
ers from wearing their customary red• , 
shaded clothing and malas, necklaces 
that bear a phowgrapn or Rajneesh. 

Suraj, who was wearing his mala 
out of sight under his shirt at the school 
last week. said, "I taught in Oakland 
(Calif.) for three years with my ma:a 
out.'' He pointed out that Christian 
teachers are not forbidden from wear
ing crosses or other religious symbols 
when they tc!ach in pubiic schools. 

Suraj said the :iew Antelope School 
will ,:,ffer "a lot of individual instruc• 
tion, a lot of emphasis on research and 
independent Jt\lJy," and what will be a 
'"practically orier. · ~d cur:icui1.m.·• 
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Photo by JEANIE SH•ll)R 

TIME OUT -- Two future studer1ts ol the Antelope tl'ley wait for the Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh to 1.:i1c e 
School play with an Antelope residetl_t, Farid, while his daily driye down nearby-road. 

----------------------- ---



Anti-Rajneesh hysteria 'erodes freedom' 
OSU professor's study urges-honest dialogue with sect 

8~ CAROL RUBeNSTEIN 
ot Th• Orttonlan atan 

The followers of the Bhagwan Shree 
Rajneesh have been subjected to an anti
cult hysteria since coming to Oregon, 
said an Oregon State University profes
sor who spent the summer studying 

. Rajneesh's teachings. 
Ronald 0. Clarke, a professor of re-

: ligious studies at OSU for the past 20 
years, says that hysteria poses a much 
more serious threat than Rajneeshlsm, 
which he Views as an emerging religion. 

"Anyone at all familiar ·with £astern 
religious traditions would immediately 
recognize Rajneeshism as a religion," 
said Clarke, whose summer research 
project was financed by a $2,000 gra11t 
from the Oregon Committee for the Hu
manities. 

"It reflects many £astern rellglous 
concerns and values. The bhagwan is a 
mystic, and he is deallng with spiritual 
matters as understood in the East," he 
said. 

Clarke said persons attempting to 
. discredit the sect through what he 

termed "misrepresentation and guilt by 
·. association" cou111 ser1ous1y Jeoparlllze 

-traditional American guarantees of reli• 
gious freedom. 

The professor said he is not suggest• 
ing that genuine differences In religious 
values and value orientations be glossed 
over. Rather, he advocates that other 
Oregonians engage In an "open, honest 
dialogue" with Rajneeshees character• 
ized by "a mutual ciViUty, respect and a 
genuine desire to understand." 

"Whether we adorn ourselves out• 
wardly with ochre garments and a mala 
or more conventional apparel, we are 
nevertheless embarked upon a common 
venture for Ille enrichment, growth and 
fulfillment," be said. 

He decllned comment on specific is• 
· sues, such as Attorney General Dave 
: Frohnmayer's recent ruling that incor• 
. poratlon of Rajneeshpuram violated 
· constitutional guarantees of separation 
· of church and state, as beyond the scope 

of his study. 

Clarke acknowledged that there are 
legitimate conflicts of interest between 
Rajneeshees and other residents of the 
state, particularly In areas of polltics 
and land use. "But we should deal with 
those conflicts in their proper spheres, 
not by injecting religious hysteria, prej
udice and fear Into them," he said. 

He said he would personally like to 
: . ban the term "cult" from all discussions 
. of emerging religions such as Rajnee
· .. shlsm because of Its negative taint. 

He noted that, when used in reli
gious Rtudies, "cult" is a precise term 
used to describe relatively new, small 
movements that deViate substantially 
from mainstream religious beliefs. "Ac
cording to the definition, early Chris
tianity in Roman society·was a cult," he 
said. 

Praised by Prem Sunshine, a spokes
woman for the Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas 
International Commune, for the open
minded approach he brought to his 
study, Clarke described his findings on 
the Rajneesh religion as "preli~inary." 

'Anyone at all familiar 
with Eastern religious 
traditions would 
immediately_ 
recognize 

.,_ ... _... Rajneeshism as a 
religion' 

-Ronald 0. Clarke, 
professor 5>f religious studies, 

Oregon State University 

Clarke said he visited Rajneesh• ing" about new faiths as an ancient ira
puram twice, participated In several dition. 
group meditation exercises, interViewed He noted that early Christians were 
a number o~ Rajneesh's follo"'.ers and • considered atheists by Romans because 
consulted with several academics who they refused to burn incense to the em• 
are conducting research on the Rajneesh perors. They also were rumored to be 
movement. But he added that he had indulging in sex orgies and cannibalism 
read only 20 of Rajneesh's more than because they attended "love feasts" and 
300 books of published discourses. "I've particip•ted in caramonia• in which 
tried_ to distill °!e _maJo~. them~s, com- they "ate someone's body and drank 
mumcate the basic ideas, he SBld of the someone's blood " said Clarke referring 
31-page report he submitted to the hu- to the Eucharist.' ' 
manities committee. 

• "Rajneesh is build_ing a community 
of followers who are following a defl• 

· nlte spiritual pathway," Clarke said. 
"They are seeking an ultimate fulfill• 
ment of their existence and some mean• 
ing for their llves." 

Much of Rajneesh's teachings, based 
on a life-affirming strain of Eastern 
mysticism, may be difficult for West• 
erners who grew up In a religious tradl• 
tion that is "other-worldly" to under• 
stand, he said. 

"I've heard some incredible rumors 
about Rajneeshpuram," said Clarke, 
who described such "rumor-monger-

"This history ought to cause us some 
pause," he said . 

Clarke, a former ordained Christian 
minister, said that many Christians be· 
lieve that there ls only one true faith 
and only one way to salvation and often 
feel threatened by new, non-Christian 
groups. 

"We live In a shrinking planet and 
have to come to grips with spiritual 
pluralism," Clarke said. "There are 
things of value In many religious tradi• 
tions. I would hope that the bloody reli• 
gious wars of the past are over." 

Clarke emphasizes that Rajneesh 
does not consider himself a god, but 

rather as one In. a series of "enlightened 
masters," including Buddha, Lao-Tzu, 
Jesus and Mohammed, who have ap
peared on earth throughout time. 

Although the term "bhagwan," 1 
which Rajneesh uses to describe him• 
self, is sometimes translated In English 
as "God," Clarke said it is best under• 
stood as "the blessed one." 

RaJneesh disciples must surrender tn 
Rajneesh's spiritual guidance, wear gar
ments In the colors of the sunrise, wear 
a maJa necklace bearing Rajneesb's pie• 
ture, receive a new Sanskrit name and 
meditate. Beyond this, said Clarke, who 
Is not a Rajneeshee, there are no special 
rules to follow. 

Clarke discounts contentions that 
Rajneesh advocates "free sex," explain• 
Ing that the guru believes that attempts ' 
to repress sex have turned It Into an 
obsession. While Rajneesh Is not op• 
posed to sexual acts that are entered 
Into loVingly by two people, Clarke said 
his goal is "to guide his followers tc 
redirect their sexual energy toward 
spiritual fulfillment, toward transcend• 
ence of sex." 

The researcher also disputes conten · 
!Ions that Ra/neesn ana nrs rouow•; • 
are anti-Semitic. A superficial case for 
anti-Semitism might be made by quot• 
ing some passages of Rajneesb's diE· 
courses out of context, he said. 

Acknowledging that Rajneesb does 
criticize Jews rather severely on so·.ne 
occasions, Clarke noted that the lnc!lan 
mystic also criticizes other groups, In• 
eluding his own Indian people, and that 
he also bas praised Jews on numerous 
occasions. 

"In my view, Rajneesh occaslon8lly 
seems to lack what I would consider to 
be appropriate tact and sensitlVity," 
Clarke _said. "But I, for one, do not be
lieve that he harbors any ill will or ma
licious intent toward Jewish people, 
particularly when his vision for human• 
lty is of a unity that transcends all divi· 
sions.11 
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Rajneeshee beliefs 
Here are the main tenets of the teachings of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, as compiled by Ronald 0. Clarke and 
confirmed by Prem Sunshine, a spokeswoman for the Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas international Commune. 
9"' All reality is of a single, divine essence. : 
rr God is not a thing among other things; God is existence as such. God.is eternal, dynamic creativity. 
9"' Whatever exists is sacred and has absolute worth. . 
rr Reality has no ultimate purpose; it is all ~art of God's play or dance. 
r,r Rajneesh's mission is to create a new man, "Zerba the Buddha," who will be both materialistic and spiritual. The new 

man will be concerned with this lffe, will be life-affirming, and will live out of love, not fear. He will seek neither to 
manipulate nor dominate others. 

rr It is necessary to dissolve or "drop" the mind and ego to attain enlightenment, liberation and bliss. "Dropping" means 
freeing the mind from the tyranny of its discriminating, analyzing and limiting functions, and does not mean a 
permanent destruction of the mind. 

17 Love and meditation are two major pathways that lead to the goal of enlightenment. Love is a pathway via feeling and 
relatedness; meditation is a pathway through aloneness. Sex should be transcended by experiencing it in a meditative 
manner, thereby redirecting sex energy from a lower . .to a higher, spiritual level. 

~ True love and true marriage must allow·each partner to remain as free as possible. 
1:7 Women are equal to men, but equality does not mean they are the same. In fact, they are opposites. 
1:7 The basic concepts of morality and ethics are awareness, spontaneity, authenticity and balance. Tha truly moral 

person is one who is not trying to do the right, not trying to avoid the wrong. He Simply remains conscious and acts 
out of his consciousness. Rajneesh is critical of all forms of morality based on absolutes, rules or commandments. 

rT Poverty must be eradicated before people can become truly religious and spir1tual. Poverty must be overcome by 
creating greater wealth through capitalism and by creating a new vision of life among the poor themselves. 


