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April 8, 1982

Elizabeth H. Dole
Assistant to the President
The White House

Government Room 87 OEOB
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Dole:

I have already indicated my intention to attend the April 13th
meeting regarding the President's Task Force on Private Sector Initia-
tives. Enclosed you will find some material we wish to share with you.

I have noted the last sentence of your mailgram regarding what our
participation in this meeting might signal. Let me say in regard to
that that I am happy to come and discuss the concerns of the Task Force
and to share the concerns of religious organizations. This cannot
necessarily signal any kind of future support since I do not at this
time know what the Task Force will be proposing or is setting as its
goals. Only after I have been to the meeting can I know what response
can be made in terms of support of the Task Force's effort.

I shall look forward to meeting you.
Most sincere
/" Claire Randall
CR:aw

Enclosures



INTERFAITH STATEMENT ON
THE ROLES OF RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS
AND GOVERNMENT IN MEETING EUMAN NEED

The current administration has called for a new approach in meeting
human needs. This approach would radically alter the traditional role
of the Federal Government "to promote the general welfare." It is founded
partly on the expectation that the private sector can and will assume pri-
mary responsibility for dealing with social problems such as unemployment,
poverty and hunger. We reject this approach.

This suggestion railses not only the question of whether the religious
community can meet the need gap created by the budget cuts, but it also
raises the deeper question of what is the role and responsibility of the
soclety and government in meeting the human needs of cur most vulnerable
citizens.

Over the last year the religious community has increased its resources
for responding to the dramatic increase in demand for human services as a
result of budget cut-backs. In neighborhoods and cities across the country
this response 1s everywhere in evidence. In hundreds of churches and syna-
gogues emergency food programs and soup kitchens have had to expand; their
buildings have been turned into emergency shelters for growing numbers of
the homeless. Special fund raising efforts have been initiated by our
service agencies in an effort to compensate for lost Federal dollars. Some
congregations have organized special campaigns to urge their members to
give half of their tax cut to a special fund for the poor.

These and other charitable efforts will continue to grow. However,
the stark reality is that the available resources of the churches and syna-
gogues, or of the entire private sector, simply will not be sufficient to
replace Federal human needs programs.

While our charitable efforts will continue, our response must also
include a call to justice. Our biblical and historical traditions are
founded on justice. Made in the image of God, the human person is endowed
with a special dignity, a dignity which is protected by a fundamental set
of basic human rights not dependent on charity alone.

Among these rights are the rights to those necessities which are
required for proper human development -- food, clothing, shelter, medical
care, employment and basic social services. Throughout religious social
teachings, these rights are presented as a kind of base line —-- a set of
minimum conditions of natural well-being which must be met if human dignity
is to be protected. The very reason for the existence of Government is to
promote the common good by protecting these human rights.

When people are without employment, food, shelter and health care, it
is not only proper, but required that Government intervene to assure these
necessities. Government must fulfill its responsibility to ensure that the
basic needs of all citizens are met. To abandon that role would consti-
tute a threat to the dignity and the lives of the poor.

eonl



page 2
Interfaith Statement

The administration's expressed expectation that religious bodies
will shoulder these burdens seems to us not only unrealistic, but also
inappropriate. In the United States it is not the responsibility of
Government to define the task of religious bodies. If anything, it is
the responsibility of religious bodies -- as it is of other citizens’
groups —- to define the task of Government. The charity of the reli-
gious community can only ease the burden of last year's budget cuts on
the poor; it cannot resolve it. Furthermore, we believe it our duty to
remind the Government of its fundamental obligation to social justice —-
its responsibility to ensure that no citizen goes without the basic
necessities for a dignified and decent human life.

SIGNED:

Father Daniel Hoye
General Secretary
U.S. Catholic Conference

Rabbl Bernard Mandelbaum
Executive Vice President
Synagogue Council of America

Dr. Claire Randall
General Secretary
National Council of Churches

Dr. Ronald Sider
President
Evangelicals for Social Action

Dr. Foy Valentine

Executive Secretary
Christian Life Commission
Southern Baptist Convention

3/30/82



OUR RESPONSIBILITY FOR THOSE IN NEED

A STATEMENT FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE U.S.A.

Since the beginnings of the Christian church, Christians have
taken the lead in providing medical care, in establishing schools, in
clothing and feeding the poor. The beneficiaries of their acts of charity

have expanded from people in their own parishes to people in every corner
of the world. .

As the church struggled to meet the needs of people arcund it,
church members began to see that charity was not a sufficient response; that
poverty and hunger and disease and crime--the conditions to which Jesus Christ
spoke-~were caused by broader ills. Although they continued to provide charity
to those in need, the churches, joined by other social movements, began to
aedvocare Tor social change that wouid 1mprove the broader problems of soclety,
for justice. The movement to abolish slavery, for instance, had its roots in
the church.

But the needs of people in the United States grew larger, larger
than the churches alone could sclve. The churches realized that, for all the
people to be treated with justice, the government would need to assume some
responsibilities that had been handled earlier by charitable institutions.
The churches pushed hard, for instance, for public education (although they
had been ploneers in education) so that every child could have the same basic
start in life.

Now, in 1982, the churches are confronted by searing human need too
great to be handled by mere acts of charity; by fundamental changes in the fabric
of society that reguire the churches to seek justice sc that all people may be
treated equitably.

The 32 Protestant and Orthodocx communions who work together through
the National Council of Churches will continue to seek justice for all people
through the government, whose responsibility it is to "promote the general
welfare." Until that day comes, the churches will do, as they have for centuries,
what they can to mete out help to those who need it. But the needs of the
day are overwhelming.

The National Council of Churches is part of a wide-ranging, loosely-
woven network that includes the 32 member communions, 700 local, and regional
councils of churches, more than 100 domestic hunger prejects, black church
leaders through the Partners in Ecumenism network, child advocacy workers,
leaders in racial justice and others.

... Reports from these people flow into our offices. They tell us
about individuals and about masses of people needing help.

. #**The Kentucky Council of Churches describes a 31-year-old aivorced
mother of five whose weekly pay was $112. Transportation to work and a babysitter
cost her $65 a week. Now, because she is working, she has lost Aid To Families
with Dependent Children. Although she is willing to take a seszond job, she

would then need to pay more money for a baby-sitter. She will probably be

forced back into total dependence on public assistance.



%%As early as November, the food center at Detroit's Cass United
Methodist Church was being forced to turn some needy people away because its
food supplies were too low for the demand. The Capuchin Community Center, also
in Detroit, is now providing a four-day food supply to 60 families each day,
triple the number coming in the summer.

**%An emergency food service run by the Greater Cleveland Interchurch
Council used to feed 8,000 people a month; now it is feeding 15,000.

**The Minnesota Council of Churches has employed a full-time
staff person to run a new program called AMOSJ--Advocacy, Ministry on Social
Justice. The program's first project was to survey the needs and the responses
of all Minnesota churches. Pastors told the Council: 'We're fzeling the
changes--and the worst is yet to come.'

&AAn .NLU-reiated project that works with predominately black colleges
, like other similar groups, has lost two-thirds of its government funding.
This is but one of the blows suffered by predominately black church-related
colleges. The president of one such school, St. Augustine's, predicts that
proposed cuts in federal student aid and other educational programs could lead
to a 25 to 50 percent reduction in the number of black students enrolling in
all of US higher education.

*%*NCC child advocacy. workers report that 600,000 day-care slots have
been lost in the past year. This means more children at home, many of them
with unemployed parents. They report that child abuse rates go up
when periodic unemployment rates rise.

**Twenty-five domestic hunger projects which receive church
funding reported in early November that their 1982 budgets were approximately
50 percent lower than their 1981 budgets, due to cuts in federal funding, and
that the need was higher than ever before. One of these, an emergency feeding
program, reported a 40 percent increase in the number of people being served;
another reported a 400 percent increase; still another reported that its
centers are closing by the third week of each month because they have run
short of food.

#a~in the Twin Cities, c¢wo churches nave started a “‘Leaves and rishes'
program--an emergency feeding project. About 10 other churches have opened
their doors for the first time to the homeless--and have been filled every night.
Minnesota's unusually severe winter, rising unemployment, and an end to general
assistance programs get the blame for the higher number of homeless.

These examples but hint at the ministries of the churches. Despite
all these good works, the charity of the church is not the same as justice
for which the larger community must be responsible.



April 7, 1982

Ms. Elizabeth H. Dole
Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Dole:

I have accepted President Reagan's invitation to the briefing and luncheon
on April 13, 1982.

However, with respect to the final sentence in your mailgram which reads:

We hope your participation signals a willingness to actively
participate in support of the mission of the Task Force,

I must say that my participation in the April 13 meeting signals only my
willingness to become acquainted with the purpose and plans of the Task
Force and not to support the mission of the Task Force.

Perhaps I misread the intent of your last sentence, but I did want to
clarify the matter with you. Surely the President will understand that
commitments cannot be made until significant information has been shared
and_the purposes and goals of the new Task Force are closely studied.

Vﬁ gsincerely, yours,

\64‘;?> KJ 495‘;//ﬂ~n

Avery D. Post
President, UCC
N
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8 April 1982

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Dole
Assistant to the President
Government Room 87

01d Executive Office Building
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mrs. Dole:

Thank you for your invitation to the meeting on April 13, 1982,
with President Reagan to disucuss the Task Force on Private
Sector Initiatives. 1 am happy for this opportunity to meet

with the President and the Task Force in order to reaffirm the
historic commitment of the Reformed Church in America and to
reassert the importance of the federal government's responsi-
bility for the general welfare of all our country's citizens.

The Reformed Church in America has been in the forefront of
voluntary service to American society since the 17th century and
has always been deeply influenced by the prophetic tradition of
the 0ld Testament and its call to social justice. Many of our
early leaders were active in the formation of the foundation
documents of our society. They worked vigorously to incoporate
in those documents clear statements of the responsibility of
government to promote and insure the public welfare even while they
participated actively in service to society through voluntary
organizations. We have continued in that tradition for more than
300 years.

We continue to believe that both church and state have an indis-
pensable role to play in the public welfare. The church expresses
compassion for people in need and acts to alleviate their
suffering. The government seeks to promote policies of justice
that overcome the causes of many social needs.

| am, therefore, eager to participate in a discussion concerning
the role of voluntary societies and their relationship to the
government. | look forward to meeting with you and the President
on Tuesday.

arb:rn
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April 8, 1982

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Dole
Assistant to the President
Government Room 87

01d Executive Office Building
The White House

Washington. DC 20500

Dear Mrs. Dole:

Thank you for your invitation to the meeting on April 13, 1982, with
President Ronald Reagan to discuss the Task Force on Private Sector Initiatives.

The United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America has signifi-
cant involvement in voluntary service activity at the local congregational level
as well as at regional and national levels. Within the general population, I am
sure that the churches are at the forefront in providing a wide range of services
to communities of need.

I shall attend this meeting to demonstrate the commitment of the United Presby-
terian Church in the United States of America to the needs of people in our society
today and to provide information regarding the experience of this church in that
enterprise. Much of our work in this area is done ecumenically. I cannot assure
you in advance that this church will participate in support of the Mission of the
Task Force since the Task Force's goals and objectives are not yet clear to us. It
is a commonly held understanding in our denomination that government exists to pro-—
mote and insure the protection of basic human rights, including the right to suffi-
cient food, adequate clothing, shelter, medical care, employment, and basic social
services.

Our church will seek to fulfill its commitment to serve the poor in tandem
with publicly supported services. However, we cannot endorse the shifting of major

responsibility for protecting the general welfare of citizens from the government
to the private sector.



Mrs. Elizabeth H. Dole April 8, 1982
Assistant to the President Page Two

I shall forward to Mr. Morton Blackwell 150 copies of the following
publications in which program descriptions appear:

Church and Society (May-June, 1980), '"New Vision-New Life."

"Community or Chaos? A Pastoral Letter and Call to Action."

I look forward to meeting with you and the President on Tuesday.

Sincerely,

WPT:jm ' William P.
enclosures
























































































































































