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Agape House: Missomi' s Ministry of Love 

\~ 

..... hen her husband began doing 
/ time at Missouri State Prison in 

Jefferson City, Sheila Clark 0 

knew the trip across the state and her 
limited funds wouldn't stop her from 
visiting him. So she took the few dollars 
she had, bought a bus ticket, and 
boarded a Greyhound in Kennet bound 
for Jefferson City. When she arrived five 
hours later, she had no idea \\'hat to do 
next. She had heard that other families 
visiting inmates slept on park benches or 
under bridges. She was afraid to do 
either, and it was getting late. 

Tired and confused, she asked a cab 
driver for directions to the most inex­
pensive hotel in town. Instead, he told 
her about a guest home especially for 
families of prisoners: Agape House. 

She found her way to the large 
Victorian home, just a block from the 
prison. The house manager welcomed 
her warmJy, and showed her to a guest 
room . Sheila was thrilled at the rate: only 
three dollars a night. The woman also 
gave her a Bible. Sheila accepted it 
politely, but wasn't ready to read it. For 

. now it was enough that she had a warm 
room and a bed. 

Sheila's story is not unusual. More than 
half of Missouri's prison population is 
incarcerated in the Jefferson City area, 
yet they come from Kansas City and St. 
Louis, hundreC:S of miles away. \Vives, 
mothers, sisters and children of inmates 
come from all over the state to visit their 
men. And since late 1980, many have 
found shelter at Agape House. 

111e story of how Agape House came 
to be is a wonderful illustration of what 
can happen when people care. 

Before Agape House, Prison Fellow­
ship volunteers hosted many inmate 
families in their homes, but they couldn't 
handle the swelling numbers. Local 

tacted Janice Webb. To Sister Heaney, 
Mrs. \Vebb was the "only logical person 
to get the job done." 

Janice Webb, a volunteer who had 
been coordinating PF activities in the 
area for three years, had seen a lot of 
inmate hurts and family needs. When 

Agape House 

attending a PF conference in \Vash­
ington, D .C., she heard another vol­
unteer describe a hospitality house for 
inmates' families in West Virginia. The 
idea kept coming back to her as she 
pondered the needs in Jefferson City. 

So Janice Webb went to work 
mobilizing her community. And before 
the group even had a house, they had a 
name and a goal: "Our sole purpose is to 
provide agape, God's unconditional 
love, to pri oners and their families ." 

An Agape House Board was formed 
of Prison Fellowship volunteers and 
other community leaders, all deeply 
committed to the needs of inmates and 
their families. The result was a pioneer 
ministry in Missouri, and one of the few 
of its kind in the nation. 

In May 1980, the Board found an old 
rooming house a block from the Mis-

Sister Ruth Heaney L1111ncttc B011kni,:?ht , le ft , and 

Mildred Taylor, ri,:?ht . 

A yo,111,g ,guest at Af!,apc House. 

communjty leaders and state organiza- souri State PenitentiRry. The two-story 
tions also saw the need. So Sister Ruth stucco with nearly n dozen bedrooms 
Heaney, a Roman Catholic nun on the and three kitchens was going for$46,CXX>,. 
Criminal Justice Commission of the a price Janice \Vebb calls a "miracle of 
~1issouri Council of Churches, con- God." The new Board raised $5,000, the 
"Name l,as been clwnged oc corrli11R to /, er request . 

downpayment, in just six weeks; a 
Christian attorney did the legal work for 
free. In September the tenants vacated; 
then, after two months of backbreaking 
cleaning and renovating, on November 
l , 1980, a sparkling new Agape House 

. opened its doors. 

Janice Webb, right, and other PF volunteers 
meet with inmates during a seminar . 

Agape House is not just a place where 
families find a bed, bath, towels and a 
toothbrush. Something deeper is com­
municated to the families who stay 
there. It is the certainty that someone 
cares. 

The women who oversee the house 
are key testimony to that truth. Mildred 
Taylor, the house manager, is a widow 
who served as a missionary volunteer to 
Indonesia ... I had prayed to the Lord 
when I left Indonesia, 'wherever You 
want me to go, let them contact me,' she 
said. 

Indeed, it wasn't long before Janice 
Webb telephoned Mildred with an offer 
to work at Agape House. She had no 
previous experience with inmates or 
their families, but felt sure God wanted 
her in the ministry. So, she left South 
Carolina for Missouri and Agape House. 

Since the ministry could not be 
shouldered alone, Lunette Bouknight, a 
friend of Mildred's, later moved in. 

Sister Ruth Heaney, the project's 
assistant manager, also lives at the 
House. Deeply involved in prison minis­
try and criminal justice reform, Sister 
Ruth Heaney spends much of her l:in~e_ · 
traveling in prisons throughout Missouri, 
visiting inmates who have no one else to 
care for them. 

Mildred Taylor describes their work 
simply: .. We minister love to them. Of 
course, we are open to discussing the 
Bible with them-each guest receives a 
New Testament with the plan of 
salvation .. clearly outlined-but some are 
not open at all at first. So we are a 
sounding board for them to talk. The 
Scriptures say that 'it is the love of God 
that brings men to repentance.' \\'e just 
share that love." 

Conmued on page four 
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Continued from p;,ge one 

That love touched Sheila 
Clark's heart. After dis­
covering Agape House, she 
came back month after month. 
She also began reading her 
Bible. One evening, du.ring a 
spontaneous discussion a­
round the dinner table, ~1rs. 
Taylor asked her, • Are you 
interested in be-coming a 
Christian?" ~I wasn't too sure in 
the beginning," she said, "but I 
am now." And Sheila prayed to 
receive Christ. 

Many visitors find new life at 
Agape House. One explained 
in a letter to ~frs. Taylor; 
.. Staying at the House m~t so 
much to me. I read the Bible 
you ga,·e me_:_I've been trying 
to reaffirm my faith for 
months. I read more ... and I 
prayed and was washed clean 
of mr sins." 

Another wrote: 'The la,;t 
night I had $13 left to get home 
on, and I saw another woman 
who was in greater need than I 
was, so I gave her half. I knew 
God would provide. I went to 
bed feeling good that I could, 
with God's help, dosomethjng 
good for someone." 

That is the message of 
Agape House. \\'ith God's 
help, we can_ meet the needs of 
others. And Agape House 
stands not a,; a monument, but 
a.,; a li,ing example. Janice 
\\'ebb describes the challenge 
well: "The Lord has done it­
we have seen His hand. \\·e 
want people to hear about 
Agape House and say, not'look 
what ther're doing in \fa. 
souri,' but, 'if they are doing 
that there, what would God 
have us do in our com­
munity?'" 
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F IITY BLACK STeDI::\"TS a.re 

crowded into a social sruc!ies 
cl;issroom at Lanier High 
School in J:..ickson, Mis!-is­

sippi. The teacher introduces the 
Sp!ak.er: '"'Rev. John Perk.ins is ht're to­

day. P.e is a pioneer in community de­
velopment, and he lovf'S the Lorci." 

Ptrkins 1h::mks tht> teacher . thrn says. 
"I'm here to tell you th.at the t-a.sy lilt' is not 
the ht-st life. Tht' diffa:ult life ¢\'L'S u.s disci­
pline. Then we can be- all that \\·e rnn be ... 

Perkins. s!ooptd and gray-in~. set'med 
small in fi-ont of tht' big Lh:k.boord. I L'Ould 
sense th.'.I: he h.:id faced much pt:~m,l hurt 
over tr.e L'\St de-c-,,dt" or so. Yt't he S<."t'mt'd rt'• 
!axed and at peace ,\;rh himself. -'My 
morhcr died." hr tole! the studt'nt<;. '",ind mv 
farher was .i drunk.ird :ind gavi.- my 
brothers and sis1t·rs :ind me to my _i;r:.tnci ­
mutlu:r. and we ~v up on a plant.Irion in 
;,,.;t•w Hebron. 

-Do any of you knuw wh.,t a plan~rion 
W;J.S:''' he ,L,lu.-d. Then. \dthout wairin~. ht> 
c-x?lain!"d: "It was another wa_\' of huldin~ 
black proplt' i:, subj1-ction alkr Em;meip.1-
tion. But in 1~5 thr sys1t•m was l>ruL.rn 
in this St;llt' • ., 

Tiit: sru,I=~ \\Tft' not p;1_\;ng dOM" ant'n• 
tion. Thl')" \.\'C'Tl" .11:ring a,; if Perlun.c; wtrc 
just ,mothtT spc-akrr. SOmt' of tht"m ~t-<l 
ro ~ dayrln•;unin~ •1 didn't l"t'ully undc:r­
sr;ind t"l:onomics. but I h(-~n to lt"am whm 

-~v-
;_· 
.. 

' . 

\.\"f'rt" bt-~"inning to mi!-!J"all'. to Dt-troir. Chi­
t·a~o. :'.!t'mphis. a.ndJi1Ck.,;,on. 

'"So k.irh would cunw hack in tht' fall and 
1eU m .,bout lift' in other plact."'S. \\'e frlt rod 
bt-t·.il.lS(' wr hadn"t he-en there. So we'ci pre­

lL-nd tha t \\'e 0

d bet-n toJ,wk.,;(,)n.,. 
The srudt"nts bursr into laupl!cr. Here 

was an r.rmest fellow who was just like 
them. He ac..!mint'd he h.,ci !it'd to saYe face. 

The room b<'~ 1u rnme aliw • .ind tht 
youn,c; pt'uplr conrl"ntr.ued on Perk.in.s's 
\\'Orrls. '-Bur whm other lqci.s who h;1d ~n 
there wuulci a.,;l;. u.s about things. we dicin 't 
know whar thc:i· Wt'r"t' t.ilk.in~ about.,. 

The srurlt"ntS lo"ro it. They lau¢'irti and 
hoort'd. '"\.\'h.,t )-OU s.1y, Juhn," one fellow 
shoutc-d at ii dassmatt' acrrn;s the room. Prr­

k.in.~ h.Jd their ;mention. 

'-One summ.-r m_r hrotht"r and I ~pent a 
cl.ty in imnthrr tO\ITl ahout 10-12 miles 
&-um :-.:t•w Hchrun. \\'c: thuu¢1t \n' would 

g1·t ~id SL~ for tht' day. hut \\'hen! wrnt 
tu nilh-ct. tlw phntation lJ\ITll"f ~;ia• mt· i.l 

dimr ;111rl ;i nit-krl. 
-'I was marl. I \\'antrri to throw ir in his 

fucc.•. Hr had dun!" mr \\Ton~. :.tnd I tlidn"t I 
wan! hi.~ m,,m'\'. l:lut I took i1.-

TI1r 1.ani,·r · :i.r.1cien~ i<i1·nrifi,'II with hi!. ! 
an!,;t•r. -Trll u~ - 11 yr1un~ man in tht• front 
row ~irl. - rl'll l!S. ~ 

·You SC.'I'," Perkins !..'1id. ·~-ou an- ht"rt to 

lX' ·inform1·d. lo undrrstanci wh;Jt i., Kt)in~ 
on around. lfyuu don't. you \-l.'011°t h;J1't tht' 

skill.~ 10 l "OJ)t". " 

tho~ srudents in ii \\',n• tht'\· h.id nC'l't"r 
heard. Hr \1·on tlwm 01·er. H~n- was a m.in 

who haci sucC't't'dcd. Hr h.,rl be-f-n an~·• 
h.1d bt.-en chc.itcd , h.ici !it'd. Anri he tolci it 
srrai$tforward. The:,· could trust him. 

'"I lf'ft ;\!i..:;.sissippi and went lo Califor­
nia.- he !'.,id. "I got goo<l _jobs and t'X'fX'T1· 
mer. and I practict:d control. HO\Vt"\~, my 
lifr w.is ch.m~ed. In 195i I wa.s goi.'1g to a 
Bible- sturly.- ar.ci \\"C were srud_,ing G.ilii­
rians. and I got to KnO\\" jL·sus." Pt>rk.ins 
said. link.in~ his com-crsion to the ('("Onom­
ics lt'S.SOn. 

"'I began to look lx;·c.mci my'S<'l( I wa.s 
limitt'd. I was nut \"1.7:'' pruducri\'!". I was nut 

u.sin.( my ln-athiry to help other people. I 
·w11s 11.:>I rrall\' succt"ssful l>t-caus.c I \\'a.c; 

:hinJJng only ,1hout myscu · instead of about 
ctlwr.,. 

-You st't'.- ht' s.:iirl. ~l"srurir.~ :it a ~-oun~ 
m::m abour fi .-e ur six rows back. , ·ou h.1w 
to think. of thr qu::iliry of lift· for those who 
Ii\"!:' around you. To,:,, thi.-; you hi11·r rude• 
1·clup skills. TI1r n.11iunal !'(01·t'mm1·nr ~a\T 

u.s fuoci sWJn~ and uthLT thin~. l>ur all th.it 
money w«:nt to thr rich \\'ho owned tht' 
mt•ari.s of prociunio11. ;'l;ow wt· :m• m11,min~ 
ht'l."illL<;(' \\"t' cic 1n·1 h:,n.- an_,,r.i.,~- Rut \\1" 

didn"t dc-wlop ,,ur sl...ills. 
-You ha\"t" ro du ii. You arr 1he hape of 

thr nc.xt ~0 Yt"~ m America. :'\'obody own 
you anything. You h;J\-c the upporrunity. 
You h.t\T to do it . -

Then Prr~ns th.,nkt>d the ~up. Dut ix--



had comr in J.;.tt', J.11!cl to thl' · ..-n,rlrnts, .. J 

~-;int lO thank Rn·. Pt-rkin., for bdnp; hcn-. 
Wr'r\' ,:oin_s lo hini.• him hcrr noel full lo 
5pt'M 10 B Kbool BSl<rnbh· . ., 

Thr- h<-11 rang. Bui tht".midrnts lin.~l'TI"d, 
CT0\\'1lll1}( around Pn-kin.c., a.<.k.ins quf"litiOn.<;. 
ldlin~ him 11hou1 thrm~h-n.. A .. J WHtchro 
and li~lt"n<"II. I rt-~ui..u-d wh~tl ii Iii,· al1t•m;,­

tiw tlu<. m."Ul ofli:-r,; t?-m-:iJ;"rrl bl:.ic-~,;. Anrl I 
wondc-rcd what youn~ bl.il·k man or 
worn.an would hu,·r 1hc- ch.t.1rism.:i. 1h1· 
unrlcrsta.11d.ing. or the- pcrw1U1.I ~cnc-C" 10 
Je:.id this srnrration in thr 1~ 

. Ont• _\"OUnS man St..a,"l'fi with U.'i. wallun,e; 
;JIJ\,n th,· hall. H,· sc-emc-d in nt"('d or oil(' 

Lt!-1 uflin11iltion. "You c.a11 do it.,. l'c-rkin ... 
<;.aid. --rm C"OUntin~ on \'OU •• mn \'OU rom1• 

1't"t' m1· when ~h!~I i ... 0~11. - Thi• _v~uns man 
ginnrd. th<'n ht'ad,·d 111 his nc.,1 <.·!.ass. 

\\'"nm CH"1.<:TJA."-m· Tot>A\' askt'C! me to • 
fi}X'nd st"\-cral dayi, ~ith John Pt"OOilS. tht> 
foundl"r of Voic-f' of Cah·ary· Ministries. I 
thm:pir h;,c-k 10 1970 "n~n l fin.I mer him. 
lfr h;,d Ut"l."ll pa:1 or LI ~-cott of mt"TCh.tnb 

in ~1l'nd~h.:iU. when• hr wa~ 1ht•n lnins, a 
town vf 3.ClvO iocatt·cl in th,· Pint'\' \\'oods 
!oee'tion of Mississippi. ahvu1 40 miicl> wuth­
east ofJad,son. 

l'ulicr !llid urn-1,trd a bl.ark 1«n-n~1-r. 
a.-,ci ,t.._ :i n-su1t of drmunstration ,n;1rch("l;. 

I'm-ins had bt-t.·n jai!t"d in llr..u1don and 
bca1c-n. \\'h~ hl· :md ~-cral other blacks 
wrn· rf'lt·ased. a l"i\il-rights anornry in 
Jark.•:011 l·i4lh·d ;, P~" ("Onfrn-m,• at whit·h 

: t·ach b!.ad, spokl·. All thr conum.:niration.~ 
1w•cli.a '"-'l"Tt" rc-pn-:-t·nt.-d. 

'"I l::x·li1·n· _lhat'!ii lht- rem,on I'm alh,:- 11>­
d.1y. - Pc-rkin-. tolrl rar. "Mis.<.:i.c.:.,;ippi propi1• 
i;.rw th<" wd~ on my ht"ad. I didn't 6CTC'am 

and show ho!".ility. and th<- pc-oplr of l\Jis­
sissippi bc.·!i.:"\-ro 1h.,1 wh..rt I ~id happt"twcl. 
clid h;,;,~n. I ll<'lin't' 1hr Spirit of God wai­
tht·n·. anrl :hr p<'Oplc- undl'T!itO\."\O. •, 

T t"n J"l'.1n; },rii,n·. l't'rlJn?- h:td T'C'rumt'lt 
from CaWurni., IU his n..ilin· Mis!i.i~ippi anrl 

gonr !IJ work pi<.·kini;: <.·011on. Slowly, 
throuf!h Sunday !lo<:hool das.,;c,~ \'ilCiltion Bi­
bit- S<:hooL-.. and finally publir t.t:hoob ht' 
br!!.all 111 find w:ryi. tu W.t~·h lhC" ScriptuJT. 
HI' n-n<lls that (;i,cl 1au¢11 him thm n·al 

~·.mi:;t'li.,;m t~.t-i. a Christi.an 10 tht· poin1 of 
,.,~din.~ fan· 10 fo1,• \\ith 1hr n•.al nt"t"11s uf :1 

J>t'ThOn. a.ml lht·n n·c.1ch1-i, out tu ht'lp m1't1 
th1:N.· m,., J,.. 

rounciin~ \'oin· of C' ... 1h-.1r:'· l\Jini!-trit'li 
1,·,x:1 in 1~- hr dr;1h \\ith cri,o;t.,. in how-­

in~. h.-.1lth can•, nutrition. t-cJuc.ution. and 
wll.,. In time- h<- lx"l·.mit· invoh·,-<l in \'Ott'T 

~¢.<.trath:, ~ml in .,,:1rtini,: 1,;.m.all husim~~ 

r1H•)I!- 1u hn·al. dw t:1·dc· of powny thm 
trnpJ>t'd th,·)"._,,._ 

\'uir1· orc.ah·.11~· Mini.,n-in- n,,.,. inrludrs 

LI hnw..in.!= l'O-UJ>- .a nrrwori. or thrill i;ton,;. 
thn-..· Ou'isria11 }walth c.11.n• n-n1L-n; (which 

aLio pmndr ~tnntl courv,c:lin.i;l. anrl tht' 
Jn1rnuition11l Srud_,. unw,, whkh hdp, 

J=5 proplt- dn-rlop into lc:,rln-,. thmu,sh 
on-tht'-job tn,.in.in~ In ,,oc mini.\tJi~. 

Pl"nuru< ha~ ncr,.v ,11,.',l;Umn.l nrw rnpon.~1-
biliriN>. Tor yt"an. M wa.s thr organiuition'11 

primary dn·c-loprr, mimagr-r, snrl fund 
rai<;CT, bur th~ rrspansibilitirs h;:,vi- ht-­
comt' too hi.II; for orw n1,m. He· l"t"l"f'Tltl_,. n·• 
,ipll'd LIi, prri,idl'lll of \'oi, I' of r .... h-a~· 
.Mi.nistri~ and thl' bo.:Jrd of M'!''ants has 

namrd him mini.~rcr al larsr, "\\'r ~ in the 
midst or cli~cM.·rins whm John'r; mlc ii. in 
,·,x:," H. Sf"""S, he-ad of thr health crnl1T 

mini,;trirs. r.:iid in latrJuJy. "No one is ~oins 
10 rrplarr- him. Nobody 1..-uuld. Lrm TucJ...n­
h.'l, brr.i namm pm;idrnt. 1111d.John will ht· 
pl"l"Sidmt t·mc-rirus..,.. 

l'rrkins sayi-. '"l ~wr up lK"inp; chiri cx­
ttUriw ofikt'r aml ,\ill he.· min.i:.trr at l.irgr. 
I'm rlt"Ctt'd ro thr board of i;n'\-..n~ und I'll 
rai.<:<.· fund~ and \\TJJil. on PJT?it:'Cts "ith 01hrr 
organi.z..itions...., Pc-rh,1?,i voc ha.<. 11,'0idrd 
1hr foundCT"s trap that has ronwained so 
many n·.;m~t'lic:al or~ani..wrio_n.\. 

"We- h.,\'\' somt· nc~ti\'\' inocM-., - Per­
kins ndmittrd whrn Rsktd whc-thr-r hr 
woulrl lX' likr 01her t"nmgdil'oiil kadr-n. 
wh~r fn-ling~ Wl'rc hurt \\'hl'n tl1ry no 
Jonf;tT \\'C'rt' in clvtrgr- of day-to-di!)' ~c-thi­
tit'S. "J want 10 hr p..rn of \'IX:. w1c! I want 

our youn~ lrarl<'rs 10 br indc-pt"Tldmt of 
·m<'," he said ... As founder thrn· is a dangLT 

th.;i1 I'll .a.'iS<'n my authority U\'l1' thl·m, a."ld 
tl1t:1· will not ht· sbk tu dt"\'Clop.- Thr- c-ul­

and-dricd mana~rmrnt lcchniriurs of\\'~1-
~m rorporation,; ni.1y not he l;()phistic;ii.~I 
rnou/:;}1 ro prolidl' ~idclinl"l' for ~-uc-h a no: 
for-profit. par:1rhun·h m·i:;ar..i..z.ation. 

\'oic-r orO11'·:1r;,··s ht":1hh C'C'ntc-r S<"l'\'l"!'i 1hr 

pubhr :it low r1tft'li, n-ith an ol,\ious JJ<'r• 
,:ona) 10uch. Jt is .i ,·u: mini!>:!')· tl1,;1t did not 

t'\T'l'l cxi..'-1 10 ~"l'.ari; ;1~11. ;'-.ow it is onr of tl1t· 
most ,isihlt- anrl thri,in~ It,; i.taff is in11·­
gf.l1<-d. as an· 1h1· othl'r v11c stafli,. 

Perk.ins does no: think it ic up 10 thr whit,· 

man nlom• 10 hrini,: uhout rndal rn:or.cilia­
tion. "J don't l>t'Jirn- th.ti I N1\'t' tu lt'a\'l" my 
desri11y to R white· man, .. hr told rul' nt 
brt"akfast thr- nc.xt momin~ -Jf )'OU bdiC'\T 

th,· ~ospt"l )·ou ac-cc-pt lt pnsithT. ~~l'. I 
Whrn th.ti f;O'ipd is pn•ac·hc•d, rlwn ,;~><f5 · 
JIO'\\'t'r i., )rt )OCN' in a communit:,· and h!'­
lin-rrs bt"C'om1· i1 supc.-m.itural body. Th.,1 i.., 
thr unly hoJ"' for II haci-JoolJni- si1u:11i1m­
not \\'hiw m<'n or bl.id. nll'n. but (;od"i; 

n1n1.'" 
\\'hrn wr &tood lo lt'U\'I', LI liC'Utt"llant 

from thr Jnck.c;on rolin· l.>lpamnnit Jt·h hi-. 
tahlr and approad)('d us. Hl· c.xtrndf'd his 
hand ... Rn·. PrriJn.-.. ~'OU doin~ ..ill ri~t?-

~wl'l'l• you nl L),w:h Strt't·t whm ,,T h..irl 
dll' J1"'1fr:1lr- l',·rlJn.-. ,LQ..1,d r}w uflinT. 

.. ~o. I N1d u11ollw1 i1s..-.i1-,"l1mrnl th:n d;':'·•­
ht• i,,ilici. '"but I h<-,utl it wu.s II su~n'!..'i. -

Lynch Strttl, in tht> blacl community 

near Jacu.on Stntr UnnTrsiry, ~ whcrt' a 
white policrman tuid bttn lil.lro a frw 

'"~ ~arlirr. lll<' pnlicrm;m hai:l hn-rl di,,. 
~tebc-d to the- K't'Tll' bec11u.r,,e 501l')('Of>r W~ 

firing a gun. 'When he am\'-r-d. • bl..itck man 
was lod..ing up a s1on:. Hr.aring 1hr polic-r. 
man drfrt· up, he turnf'd, and bl..a.i;tf'd him. 

To affirm the poli~, \'oiCT of Calvary 
sponsc:>rTd a fc-stival on Lynch Strtt1, which 
drrw 4,000 pc-opk Mrrch.:int1, on tht- 51Tt't."I 

bought hootru and displnyed thcir st..Od.'I.. 
Voirr ofCah.uy i<"'I up a tml lllf' vex:: choir 
a;.ang. and thl.'T'C' ,vrrt' bands and o/alr.n,.. 

As a rnult. crimr in th.:it area Y,as ~at!,· 
n:duc-c-d during the wn:kmd. • 

"The- pclicr and city official!- Mrt' &0 

z,ppJTci,lthT of wha I wt' II.IT dc>in~-.. Pm ins 
(,.')id a<. wt- rt'lllrnrd lo the- v11. A!> Wl' dron•. 
hr continur-d. "J explained to thr lin1t~ 
that it is time· for bl..1cJ.. a:,,: white folk 111 
uJ-r pa;irh-t· artio:1 ir, suppc,!"1 or poli11· 6('• 
tion. ln:,·a:ad of oiiiways bcini; nr-~th~ ~c 

nttd to affirm ~C' poliCT "ticn th":'· do what 
is rip,t." We- had rrach-:d Hi;hwa)' ,s 
r,oin~ south out ofJack.,;on toward Mmom­
h:.ill anrl 1'n,· Hrbron. "The iniriamT th.11 
brings a policrman 10 a 54:·c-nr- usu;,.\ly 
doesn'I ro:nc from tht" pc,lin:man. So pcliC'l' 
o:Rm O'\nTCc.tc1. \\'r a1 \'oin· of Calvan· want 
10 onad; thr- problem in Ult' r:ommuni~.-. n:i! 
thr symptom that maults in pulicr l,n11ali1y 

er po litt! fa ral i tit'S." 

Pcrl<lns ;ind I spmt most of that momin~ I 
in l\rw Hebron, vi.,iti.."'lg thr- health crntn­
and talk.in~ with stafl mnnlx~. liMOrt' hi!\'• 

in~. Wt' walkr-d aroWlrl the comc-r 1n a Hnk• 
~C:-""'ll.\' whcrr a pclli(<'r.1.1.., )l.id shot and 
l.il.lc-d Pdin.~ '~ broth,·r mr.:,;· '.T.iro. ez.rlir.. 

On thf- way out of 1own W<· pUllr-d off thr 
road V-'ffal timl'S m p:cl.. wile plum,;. PrT• 
kins chanrn'd rnthusial'rirallJ· about 1hr 
f..nt' you.ng lt-adm;h:p ar \'{~. Wr '-''t'r.l I~· 
tiw \'oicr- of c;ah-.u:· facilitil"'S 3lld tl1<' health 
c-rntrr in Mc-ndrnhall. und we- walkrd 
ti-.roupt thr modr-n1 m....:>p ~CJJ"l". 

\\bcn "~ rt>n:nlf'.d 10J;.:::k..-.on, we- \isi1rd 
the lluif!ro S!orc-, and thrn onc- ofthc.· build­
in~ on Saint Cruu-ll'!'i Sr.l:'et b timr- 10 \\.tld1 
the- be5innin~ of a c:hil:I n·:in~t-lism cw.., A 

whhr collr~1· studmt &lood fucin!t fuur or 
fo'C' rows of black ~'S and pr-ls 5:ittinS on 1 

folding chain-. 
-wc-lromr- to our Good :',,1tv,"5 club." 17t1:· 

s.ang. .. ,.,,t''rt' 10 ~Ad yuu'n- hrn:."' Th~­

Wt"rt" smilin!t a:id wi~~lin~: 1hrir fan-:; 
5honr as tl1t'y wm: thn,upt morion.<. 10 illu~ 

tratr thf- son~. 
Thi')· \\Tn:n 't sinpn~ In ffl('. but I W,a.<; 1 

,;1,ad J was lhrrT. l'bt-:· 5:1n1holizc'CIJohn Pc•,. j 
liru'i; im-n;tmenl in thr- fururr. Tht'\· illu.'1- 1 
tratrd ~- important it w~ that ~ bl.a,·\. ·1 

m.,n 1-utrl ¢vt'11 up tlw ~ood lik in C".alilomi.i' 
• • I 

to rTrum lo tl1t· lilllt,· whr:,· his brother h..i,l 1 
btT-n •hot~- .H lnw n1fol\,-mrn1 ofiiCC"T,·•m<I ; 

"Mtlt'l'C' his pt'O}'lt' "Tl'' a;ufkring. Tod.Jy tht· 
church is k"rinp; ui,· nsuh: an dfrcth-r, bib­

lical balnntT bctwr·m community Ot"YC'l~ 

mmt and r-van~elwn. 0 



YOUTH MINISTRY PROGRAM 

of 

CATHOLIC YOt.rrH ORGANIZATION (CYO) 

1011 First Avenue New York, N.Y. 10022 

This program involves over 20,000 -young people 

during a year's period. In a number of special settings 

such as one day sharing and learning programs, ongoing 

rel·ational models, and special set tings created in neighborhoods 

and high schools, youth of high school and college age are 

involved in a voluntary capacity as peer counselors, instructors 

and role models for their fellow youth. 

This project has been the result of a growing 

indication over the years that young people listen more closely 

t~ their peers, especially in relation to the areas of their 

lives that are most . important on a day-to-day basis. They 

~peak more openly and more honestly to their peers and they 

are inclined to allow their peers to affect changes in their 
' 

lives even in the most intimate of ways. 

In a negative context, 11 peer pressure" is the expression 

used time and again to explain why young people do much of what 

they do. The Youth Ministry project seeks to build a positive 



influence that is based on the use of strong, attractive 

role models who are peers of the youth they serve. Thus, 

young people who have been recognized as leaders in their 

local school, parish or neighborhood settings are invited to 

participate in the CYO's Youth Ministry programs. 

Participants have a chance to recognize the 

importance of their own faith development and to reflect on 

their ethical and moral values in the society in which they 

live. The context is a three day "Retreat" experience which 

is conducted at one of two centers run by the Project. These 

sessions, continuing throughout the year _(about 40 a year), 

rely on the direction and guidance of three full time staff 

members who hold Master's degrees in Social Work, Education 

and Ministry. But the real work of the Sessions is conducted 

by youth leaders who have been recognized at earlier sessions 
• 

as valuable volunteers with potential as peer counselors and 

models. 

In addition to these formational sessions or retreats, 



the program is augmented by other sessions which seek to 

train the best of the leaders in forms of leadership in 

local youth settings. Once again, those who are recognized 

as future youth leaders are contacted to be part of later 

retreats where they help to lead the sessions. Bu~ · prior 

to participation the volunteer must go through a series of 

training meetings. 

Over a year's time, the volunteer peer counselors 

and leaders are called upon to represent youth in the Church 

at various gatherings. They help to bring a new sense of the 

~portance of faith development and an integral vision of the 

importance of ethical values for youth. A follow-up and corollary 

of the direct voluntary services they give to the project is 

their continuing witness in neighborhood, parish and school 

settings. 
• 

1he Project is an ongoing one that is evaluated yearly 

by the paid staff and the elected leaders of the voluntary staff. 

$ince 1975, over 100,000 youth have had the services of the 



volunteer peer counselors in taking an in-depth look at their 

lives and in seeing where the future was calling them. A 

major result of the effort has been the extension of the 

program into inner-city neighborhoods by Black, Hispanic 

and White youth who were recognized as leaders.and who wanted 

to bring a positive peer pressure to their fellow youth in the 

inner city. 

• 



PSI PROJECT FIL~ 

INFORMAT I 0~ rOrt!-1 

President's Task Force on Private 
Sector Initiatives 

7 34 ·Jackson Place, 't-4-W 
Washington, DC 20500 

(In completing, please type or print) 

1. Project or Progra~ Title: (N3.Iiie of project or program 
described in this questionnaire.) 

2. 

3. 

Youth !-finistry Pro?.r;i::i of the C.Y.O. 

Nam~ of Sponsoring Organization or Group: 
Catholic Youth Orf.anizacibn of the Archdiocese of :fow York 

Address: 

Street 

City/State 

Zip Code 

1011 First Avenue 

Nev York, ~. Y_. 10022 

10022 

4. Contact: 

Rev. Robert T. Ritchie 

Executive Director 

Name 

Title 

'l'elephone 

Street 

(212) 371-1000 · ·Ext. 2050 

· City/State 

Zip Code 

1011 First Avenue 

New York, ~.Y. 

10022 

.. 
10022 

5. When did project begin? Month Sept. Year · 1975 

6. Briefly state the purpose for which this project has 
been organized. (Item :11 asks for a~ in-depth Sl.h'1Unary 

of your projec~.) 

.· . .. · ... . 

. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. ' 

. -· .. . • .• . 
. \ ,., . . ·-. ", : 

... . .. ·.· ..,_ . .. .. 
. . . ··. . .-... : ... : . . •, • 

. •. · · ... . .. . . . . .. . . 

·.· . 

... 

: . ·.· .. . 

. .. . _ .. 

. -. 

Io provide a context in which vnuth cnn shRre their faith experiences and 

il~1p o'thcr youth ~row i:1 their lcncicrship potcntinl for the betterment 

of the! r n('irhhorhooJs, school~, p;1rishcs nn,1 indi viJu.11 9f'lVt'Y. 



7. ' Into which -of the following general areas does this 
project fall? 

XXX 

Employment, Economic Development 

Health 

Food, Clothing, Housing 
Transportation, Energy 
Education 

Environmental Protection and Conservation 

Safety, Crime Prevention, Consumer Protection 

Recreation and Cultural 

Other (Desc~ibe) Youth Peer Counseling 

. :s. Please indicate which, if any, of the following audiences 
your project targets: 

, -

Elders 

·Families 

Handicapped 

XXX ·Minorities 

Offenders/Ex-Offenders 

Women 

XXX Low-Income XXX Youth 

Other (Describe) 

9. What is the geographic scope of the project? 

National 

Regional 

State 

• 

- . County 

~ · City or Town 

Neighborhood -
XXX Metropolitan Area & 7 Upstate Counties 

Other (Describe) 

A. What is the approximate population of the area 
identified under item 9? 

Less than 1,000 

l,000 - 5,000 

5,000 25,000 

25,000 - 100,000 

100,000 250,000 

250,000 - 500,000 

XXX More than 500,000 

\ . . , . . 

... 

. . . . , . 

. . · : . .... 

. :· . ~-: .. · · .. 

. · ........ ·.· · ··· 

. · .... . 

.· ._ . 
. · .. · 

· . . .. " .. . · 

. . : , ... • .. 

.· .· .. ... 

. . . 



~ ~ .... ~ .... .._ ,.__,._.._ .. ,a.,._c I.UC c1Ul1Uc1.L, 'CO'Cc..!. COS'CS OI: tn1S pr0J€Ct? 

Less than $5,000 SS0,000 - $100,000 

$5,000 - 25~000 

$25,000 - $50,000 

xxx ?-lore than $100,000 

... 

11~ wnat percentage of the funds for this project comes 
from each of the following sources? 

·. 

12. 

Percentage 
Source · of Total 

XXX 64% 

XXX 25% 

XXX 
8% -• XXX 3% -

-
-
-

.. . . .. . . . . . . . . . ... . 
I 

Basic Operating Budget _:. · . c·~th~{~~·:l~:j~i~-:--:;: 
· · ... 9x:gard·zc;ici·oo ·_-.:"·: • 

Self-gener2.ted Revenue · ·. · · ·. · ~ ·:;··;·. _: .. •: //~ :;, 
(Sales, Materials, Fees,· etc.) : :· .·. -~·'. ::\. 

. . .. .· ·· . ·. -~ :.: .: :.-': :~:-~:.~-.:~ .-f:, 
Speci2.l Funding Campaign · .·· · · ·•: ·· ·./·. · ~-· · 

. ' ·.~ -~ 
United Way or Other Federated 

Funding · 
: . 

. Corporate Contributions 

Inkind Contribution ot Goods 

~ . . ... . . .. 
. • • ! . • -

, . . 

and Services -· .. . __ _ .. 
. ... · ' ... 

Foundation Grants· 

Local Government 

State Government 

Federal Government 

Other (Describe) 

. . .. . . . , . . 

... . ·.,· 

.· •.• .. 

. . .. .. . . •, . 

. •. . ... . . 

' . 
· .. 

. .. -: . 

Bow many full' time, whether paid o
1
r volunteer, would \ . 

it take to do this project? .o people \ ·, 

. ' .. ·:· .. 
· .. · 

A. Ho~ _many paid staff does the pr9ject have? 

Full Tiree 
Part-Time 

s 
1 

B. Are volunteers involved? Yes xxx No 

.. . • . .... _ .. 

. . . . . 
• .. 

,. 

!! yes, please ans~er the following two questions. 
;o to ~ues~ion nur.~er 15. 

If no, 



. . 
-~ 1~. In which of the following activities are volunteers 

involved· and how raany in each? 

Activity Nur.tber Involved 

'\. 
,·· 14. 

XXX Governance (Boarc, Committee, 
Advisory) 

XXX Project Management 

xn Fundraising 

XXX Public Relations 

XXX Delivery of Project's Service 

XXX _ Advocacy 
XXX Self-Help .-
-. Other (Describe) 

: · .TOTAL 

Is ~upervision of volunteers done by: 

YES Paid Staff 

25 

100 

300 

· 20 

650 

50 

600 

• 

. · .. 

•· .. 

.. ·. 
r. ,.• 

.: ,· .. 
.. .. : '- · ... .;,~ 

. • .. 
. : .. •:. 

.· . . ·: 

. . . .. ·:: 
.. :·. •. :-.. 

:;·_ - .... 

•• -♦ - .. -· -

YES . Volunteers i•n Leadership Positions -
15. Which of the following most accurately describes your 

organization? . 

- a. 
. b. 

c._. 

d. 

e. 

.xxx 

Neighborhood Group 
Church 
Local Voluntary 

Organization 
Membership-based Civic 

Group (Rotary, Junior 
League, etc.) 

Local Affiliate of a 
.National Voluntary 
Organization 

Educational Institution 
Private Foundation 

h. 
i. 
j. 
k. 

1. 

m. 

n. 

Small Business 
Corporation 
Labor Union 
Local or County 

Goverrur.ent Unit 
State Government 

Unit 
Federal Government 

Unit 
Other 

A. In addition, which of the above have a direct 
or significant involvement in c3rrying out your 
project 

a. .x e. X i. m~ 
b. X f. x j. n. -c. g. k. 
d. X h. 1. -

,• . 

. 
: .. -- : ' 

• •••• I 



16. Which of the following features of your project co 
you consider to be pcrticularly outstanding end 
worthy of replication? 

XXX 

Community needs assessment or issue identification 

Project planning and design 

Creation of coalitions with other organizations 
and agencies 

XXX Demonstrated cost effectiveness 

Volunteer recruitment 
t .. .,. . 

~ Volunteer management 
• I . ·.· ··: .• :, . •,: . 

: ·:. 

-Volunteer/paid staff relations 

Public communications and information exchange 

Fundraising 
. . 

Development of financial ~self-sufficiency" ·~ ~-.. .. .. · .. _ . 

· xxx Involvement of volunteers in l~ader~hip or · manag~-
. merit positions . .. . , ... ... . 

Evaluation/resea.rch of project resu1ts 

Other (Describe) 

.. 

• 

. . ··: . 

. . . . . 

. ·- -· .. · . 

. . : 

. • -

.. ... _ . ,· .. . .. .. . .. . . ... , 
.. . • -.~~: : • f . \ • 

.. · ... 
. . . · 

. / . . . 

.. . .: .. 

:. . : 

-· - -- - -· 
,• · .. -

. . 
:· .. 

.... .. 

.. 
. .. . . 

. . . . :. 
. -. . 

. 
. . .. . 
~ . . . 

• .. 
·.• 

. . , · 



- 7. '. 

18. May we share your na~e, address, telephone number and 
information about you= p~oje~t with other interested 
parties? 

XXX Yes 

A. Submitted by: 

·(Name) 

(Title) 

(Signature) 

(Date) 
.. . . . · . , . 

. • 

Rev. Robert T. Ritchie 

Executive Director Catholic Youth Organization 

Feb. 17, 1982 

;r • • 

... 

· ...... . . . ... 

JANUARY 28, 1982 

· .. ·. 

.. \ •· .. · . 

• •I• 

' . \ 

. ' 

. .. 
' . 

.• . , ,: ....... 
•. 

. 
' . 

, ' . .. 

. . 
: . 

. . 



Three R's of 
Community Development 

John Perkins sums up the essentials of VOC's 
approach to ministry in what he calls the "Three 
R's" of community development. 

The first "R" is relocation . In order to min­
ister effectively to the poor , Christians need to 
relocate in the community of need as part of a 
local body of believers . By living as neighbors 
with the poor, the needs of the neighborhood 
become one's own needs. Shared needs and 
friendships become a bridge for communicating 
the good news of Jesus Christ and working 
together for better conditions in the community. 

The second "R" is reconciliation. The love 
and forgiveness of the gospel reconcile us to 
God. The gospel also calls for reconciliation with 
our neighbors . The local church is to be a force 
and a forum for reconciliation across all racial, 
cultural, social, and economic barriers. 

The third "R" is redistribution. Christ calls 
us to share with those in need . This means 
redistribution of more than our goods. It means a 
sharing of our skills, technology and educational 
resources in a way that empowers people to 
break out of the cycle of poverty and become 
able to meet their own needs. 

-----------~------------------------
If you would like to join hands with us in our ministries, 

please complete the coupon below and mail to Voice of 
Calvary Ministries, P.O . Box 10562, Jackson, MS 39209. 

Name 

Address ________________ _ 

City ________ State ____ Zip ___ _ 

0 Please put me on your mailing list 

D I would like to be a monthly contributor to Voice of 

Calvary Ministries (Amount $ _____ __, 

0 Enclosed is a gift of: 

D $50 $100 $250 $500 Other _ _ ~ 

The "Three R's" of relocation, reconciliation, 
and redistribution are biblical principles which 
Voice of Calvary seeks to live out in witness to 
Christ and service to poor communities. 

The larger body of Christ plays a key role in 
enabling VOC's work to continue . The help and 
support of churches and individuals is an essen­
tial resource as Voice of Calvary seeks to bring 
hope to Mississippi's poor. 

•:.:;.•-J._.·;-~ .. ~-
.• 1( . ..... : ~. : .•• i- ~. 

~ Voice of Calvary 
L1LJ Ministries 

16HST. CHARLESSTREET 
JACKSON. MISSISSIPPI 39109 



Voice of Calvary Ministries has become a 
model for Christians across the country through 
its pioneering efforts in community development 
and · racial reconciliation through the church . 
Voice of Calvary has worked to demonstrate the 
saving power of Jesus Christ by being a force for 
hope in poor communities, reaching out to .. every 
area of need: physical , social, economic, educa­
tional , and.spiritual. 

History of VOC's Development 
VOC's work began in 1960 when John and 

Vera Mae Perkins returned to their native 
Mississippi. In i;esponse to God's call , John and 
his family left a successful job and secure life in 
California, and moved to the small town of 
Mendenhall to share his new-found Christian 
faith with his people. 

As John preached and taught he came face to 
face with the deep and widespread needs of a 
poor rural town. He saw that racism and 
economic self-interest had trapped his people in 
a cycle of poverty . Many black people in 
Mendenhall lacked adequate food, housing, 
heating, clothing, health care, education , and 
jobs. 

As John confronted these needs, he recogniz­
ed that Christians are called not only to proclaim 
the gospel but to demonstrate it. This is in keep­
ing with the example of Christ. Jesus brought 
His message of God's redeeming love into action 

as He fed and healed the hungry and the sick. 
He called us as the ch.urch to demonstrate this 
love as well: to feed the hungry , clothe the nak­
ed , and bring justice to the oppressed . 

In 1964 Rev. Perkins and a group of believers 
formed what is now the Voice of Calvary 
Church , and began to reach out to Mendenhall's 
poor. They acted on whc1t John calls a key 
biblical principle. "By responding to the needs 
that people feel most deeply , we can flesh out 
the meaning of the gospel we proclaim . Social 
action becomes an integral part of evangelism. 
We call this the 'felt need' concept." 

A store and cooperative farm were the 
church's first efforts to meet the community's 
need for economic resources and self-help . 
Nutrition and education programs soon fol­
lowed . 

As Voice of Calvary worked with the poor, it 
came into direct confrontation with the unjust 
systems that propag~te poverty and racism. So 
the church took the lead in drives for voter 
registration , integration, and civil rights . 

The cost was high . In 1970 John Perkins and 
others were jailed and nearly beaten to death by 
highway patrolmen and county sheriffs for their 
civil rights work . But God led John through a 
deep process of forgiveness and convinced him 
that hatred must be met with love. The church, 
he learned, needed to be a force for reconcilia­
tion across racial barriers. 

Voice of Calvary continued its work and 
organized tutoring and recreation programs, an 
adult education program, and a health center. 

In 1978 the work in Mendenhall became an 
autonomous model of Christian development in 
a rural community. The ministry there is under 
the director of indigenous leadership developed 
during the earlier years of John's ministry in 
Mendenhall. 

In 1974 John moved to Jackson to undertake 
discipleship work and leadership development at 
Jackson State University. As the main office, . 
Voice of Calvary Ministries in Jackson continues 
its effort to be the body of Christ in ministry to 
the local community. 

Community Development Projects 
A number· of community development pro­

jects now work under the umbrella of Voice of 
Calvary Ministries. 

People's Development, Inc . , is a non-profit 
housing cooperative that buys and renovates 
deteriorating neighborhood homes. The houses 
are rented or resold to low-income people . This 
work helps reverse neighborhood deterioration 
and provides people with adequate housing . 
POI enables low-income people to buy their own 
homes who otherwise would be unable to do so. 

Thriftco is a developing network of thrift stores 
in poor areas. The stores sell low-cost clothing 
and household items. Cooperative members 
receive discounts and yearly rebates. Thriftco's 
aim is to provide an economic base for the 
development of poor communities. It serves as 
an educational development center, providing 
community seminars in money management , 
vocational skills, home weatherization , and 
cooperative economics. 

Bringing health care to underserved areas 
continues · to be one of Voice of Calvary's vi­
sions . Health centers are bringing primary 
medical and dental services to both rural and ur­
ban areas. Health outreach programs concen­
trate on nutrition education and preventive 
health care . 

One of Voice of Calvary's speciat aims has 
been to develop the leadership abilities of young 
people . The John M. Perkins International 
Study Center carries on this ministry . The Study 
Center program equips present and future 
church leaders to become wholislic community 
dev{!lopers by sharing the experience and vision 
of Voice of Calvary. Students gain on-the-job 
training through the Ministries. The Study 
Center also conducts a volunteer program , 
which includes opportunities for college students 
and other individuals to learn by working with 
voe. 

Voice of Calvary's influence extends across 
the country through its speaking ministry. John 
Perkins and other members of the speakers 
team respond to many opportunities to share 

with church es and other groups VOCs wholisti~ 
approach to ministry in poor communi ties. 
VOC's publicat ions and brochures also carry its 
vison to a nationa l constituency . 

Voice of Calvary's concern fo r meeting the 
needs of the poor th rough a biblical strategy of 
community development is not li mited to 
Mississippi. A number of leaders fro m the United 
States, Africa and La ti n America have visited 
and worked with Voice of Calvary. Ma ny of 
these are carrying VOC's experience and vision 
back to community projects in their home areas. 
A developing agricultural project in Haiti is one 
of the fruits of these ties . 

At the center of these ministries is Voice of 
Calvary Fellowship . As a growing body of C hris­
tians , both black and whi te, it is an acti ve 
testimony to the reconciling power of J esus 
Christ. Its ministries include worship , fe llowship , 
and teaching, as well as a neighborhood youth 
center and tutoring program. 

The motivating power of Voice of Calva ry·s 
work is a solid foundation in the word of God 
and a co mmitment to J esus Christ. Voice of 
Calvary has found that a biblical concern for the 
welfare of the poor includes evange lism, social 
action , economic development , and justice . 
VOC is seeking to live out the realizatio n that the 

_local church is to be the body of Christ - the 
hands and feet of J esus - at work in the com­
munity . 



EXCERPT FRCM IEITER PAT ROBERI'SOO WROI'E TO ED MEESE (will send us a copy of letter 

It is my personal feeling that yesterday's luncheon was history making. 

I don't know of any tirre in recent history whenc such a cross section of 

rrajor religious leaders was ever brought together to meet with a president 

in the White House. It was a major achieverrent. Needless to say, I was 

appalled at the sto.:ry in the Washington Post reporting such played-up 

negatives and conpletely failing to report the surge of support for the 

President and his program exhibited by those present. 

REMARKS RE HIS'IORIC cxx:ASION. GIVEN 'IO JAY MX>REHEAD 4/21 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

Dr. Jerry Falwell's rerrarks concerning 4-13-82 PSI Briefing & Luncheon 

The overwhelming majority of religious leaders present heartily endorsed the 

President's plea for private sector initiative. I feel that the churches 

and synagogues of America will join with other members in the private sector 

to rneet the challenge the President laid before us. I was personally irrpressed 

with the President's sincerity and his SE>..nsitivity to the needs of hurting 

Arrericans. In rqy opinion, the meeting at the White House was a historical one 

and will be remembered as a special happening in the President's long-range 

plan to rally the religious leaders around the need and challenges facing us 

at this crucial time. 



REMARKS OF RABBI SHMIDMAN RABBI MJRRIS A. SHMII:MZ\N, EXEC. DIRECTOR 
COUNCIL OF JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS OF BORO PARK 

RE: President's Briefing on PSI - Religious Leaders 4-13-82 

The conference of religious leaders was a dynamic .•......•.•.. jn action. 
By emphasizing the unique role of presidential leadership, recognition 
was given to the spiritual comnunities of this land. The stimulation of 
the op:[X)rtunity of volunteerism is a significant contribution to the ultirrate 
well being of all of our people. The goal of reconnecbng people to each 
other; of rroving from selfishness to fellowship is b:>th noble and necessary. 
The WhiteHouse is the proper setting and the President is the effective 
voice for articulating our humanity and our piety. In addressing the 
conference, the President fulfilled once again the highest f\mction of his 
office by settting the tone for the re-establishment of ideals and values 
that have characterized this nation from its inception. The President is not only tl 
Chief Executive; he is not only the Comrrander in Chief, he is as well the 
chief spokesnan for the aspirations of our citizenry. 

In setting forth the challenge to meet old problems in a new and innovative 
way, he helps create an atrrosphere for constructive attittrles and 
energizes people into new initiatives for participation with governrrent 
in addressing the needs of individuals and corrmunities throughout t.he nation. 






