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Continued from page one

That love touched Sheila
Clark’s  heart. After dis-
covering Agape House, she
came back month after month.
She also began reading her
Bible. One evening, during a
spontaneous  discussion  a-
round the dinner table, Mrs.
Tavlor asked her, “Are you
interested in becoming a
Christian?” "I wasn't too sure in
the beginning,” she said, “but I
amnow.” And Shellapravedto
receive Christ.

Many visitors find new lifeat
Agape House. One explained
in a letter to Mrs, Taylor:
“Staying at the House meant so
much to me. | read the Bible
vou gave me—I've been trying
to reaffirm my faith for
months. [ read more . . . and [
praved and was washed clean
of my sins.”

Another wrote: “The last
night I had 513 left to get home
on, and I saw another woman
who was in greater need than |
was, sol gave her half. I knew
God would provide. I went to
bed feeling good that I could,
with God’s help, do something
good for snmeone.”

That is the message of
Agape House. With God's
help, we can meet the needs of
others. And Agape House
stands not as a monument, but
as a living example. Janice
Webb deseribes the challenge
well: "The Lard has done it—
we have seen His hand. We
want people to hear about
Agape House and sav, not look
what they're doing in Mis-
souri, but, ‘if they are doing
that there, what would God
have us do in our com-
munity?”













g IFTY BLACK STUDENTS are

crowded into a social srudies
classroom at Lanier High

i, School in Jackson, Missis-
sippi. The teacher introduces the
spriker: “Rev. John Perkins is here to-
dav. He is a pioneer in community de-
velopment, and he loves the Lord.”

Perkins thanks the teacher. then savs,
“In here to tell vou that the easy life is not
the best life. The difficult life gives us disci-
pline. Then we can be all that we can be.”

Perkins. stooped and graving. seemed
small in front of the big bluckboard. I could
scnse that he had faced much personal hurt
over the last decade or so. Yet he seemned re-
laxed and at peace with himself. “My
mather died.” he 10ld the students. “and my
futher was a drunkard and gave my
brothers and sisters and me 10 my grand-
mother, and we ow up on a pluntanon in
New Hebron.

“Do anv of you know what a planwrion
wus?” he asked. Then. without wainng, he
expluined: “It was another way of hulding
black people i subjection afler Emancipa-
tion. But in 19G4-3 the system was bruken
in this stte.”

The students were not paving closc anten-
tion. They were acting ax if Peruns werc
Jjust another speakers some of them seemed
to be davdreaming. *1 didn’t really under-
stand economics. but ! began 10 learn when

were beginning to migrate to Detroit. Chi-
vago. Memphis. and Jacksorn

=So kids would come back in the full and
tell us about life in other places. We felt bad
because we hadn’t been there. So we'd pre-
tend that we'd been 10 Jackson™

The srmudents burst inito laughter. Here
was an honest fellow who was just like
thern. He admined he had lied to save face.
The room began 10 come alive, and the
voung people concentrated on Perkins's
words. “But when other kids who had been
there would ask us about things. we didnh
know what ther were talking about.™

The students loved it. They laughed and
hooted. “What you sav, John,” one fellmv
shouted at i chussmate across the room. Per-
kins had their anention.

“Onc summer my brother and I spent a
day in another town about 10-12 miles
from Newv Hebrun, We thought we would
get paid $1.50 for the dav. but when 1went
to colleet. the pluntation owner ginve me a
dime and a nickel. )

“I was mad. I wanted to throw it in his
face. He had dune me wrong. and I didnt
want his monev. But ! took it.”

The Lianicr stidents identfi! wdth his |

anger. “Tell us.™ a ynuny man in the hont
row said. = Tell us.”

“You sev.” Perhins said. “vou are here to
be ‘informed. to understand what is going
on around. If you dont. vou won't have the
skills 10 cope.™

| those srudents in o wav they had never

heard. He wwon them over. Here was a man
who had succeeded. He had been angry.
had been cheated. had lied. And he told it
straichtdonwvard. They could rust him.

“l left Mississippi and wem fo Califor-
nia.™ he said. “I got good jobs and experi-
ence. and 1 practced conmol. Howaver, my
life was changed. In 1957 1 was going to a
Bible study. and we wvere srudving Gala-
fians. and 1 got 1o know Jesus.” Perkins
said. linking his comversion to the cconom-
ics lesson.

“l began to look bevund myselfl I was
limited. I was not very productive. ] was not
using my creatviry 1o help ather people. |
was not reallv successful because 1 was
thirking only about invselt instead of about
cthers.,

“You sce.” he said. geswring at a young
man about fi.e or six rows back. “vou have
to think of the quality of life for those who
live around vou. To o this vou have to de-
velop skills. The nanonal government gave
us food stunps and other things, but all that
moncy went 10 the rich who owned the
means of production. Nonv we ire mesaning
becawse we den’t hanve amvthing, But we
didn’t dewwlop our shills.

“You huve 1o dou it You are the hope of
the next 20 ycars 1n Amcernica. Nobody owes
vou anvthing. You have the upportunity.
You have to do it.”

Then Perhuns thanked the group. But be-




nad comt in lale, 800 to the FuaM, I
want 10 thank Rev., Perkins for being here.

" We'ne going 10 howve him here next fall to
sprak 10 8 school aseembly,”

The bell rang. But the studenss lingered,
crowding around Perkins, asking questions.
telling him about themselven. As 1 watched
and listenal. 1 reidized whin o live aliermia-
the this man offers teen-aged blacks. And 1
wondered what young black man or
woman would huave the churisma. the
understanding. or the personal resilicnee to
Jead this gencration in the 19490s.

"One voung man swyed with us. walking
down the hall. He seemed in necd of one
Lust o8irmation. *You can do it.” Perkins
said. “I'm counting on vou. and vou come
sev me- when school is out.™ The voung man
grinned. then headed w his next ¢lass.

When CHKETIANITY TODAY asked me to
spend several davs with John Perkins, the

PP

founder of Voice of Calvary Minismies. |
thought back 10 1970 when 1 first met him.
He had been part of o baveon of merchants
in Mendenhall. where he was then Inving, a
town of 3.000 iocated in the Pincy Woods
section of Mississippi. about 40 miles south-
east of Juckson. .

Police had wrrested & bluck teen-ager.
and is a result of demonstration marches.
Perkins had been jailed in Brandon and
beaten. Whez he and several other blacks
were relcased. a civil-rights attorney in
Jackson called & press conference at which
cach black spoke. All the conununications
media vere represented.

“I believe that's the reason I'm alive 1
dayv.” Perhins told rae. “Mississippi peopie
sinv the weles on my head. 1 didnt scream
and show hosiilin. and the prople of Mis-
sissippi belicved that what 1 said happened.
did happen. T believe the Spirit of God was
there, and the people undersiond.™

Ten years before. Perkins had rerurmed
from California 1o his native Mississippi and
gonc to work picking couton. Slowly,
through Sunday school classes, vacation Bi-
ble schools. and finully public schools he
begun o find winx w0 wach the Scriprure.
He recadls thar God aucht him thin real
evangelism tabes a Christian to the point of
standing ficr 1o fisce with the real needs of 4
person. and then reaches out 1o help meet
those newds,

Founding Voice of Calvan: Ministries
(voct in 1964 he deab with crises in hous-
ing. health carv, numition. education. and
skills. In titne be became involved in voter
registratiog and in sturting smull business
co-opa 1o bieak the ovele of poverty that
wappred the poor,

Vuite of Calvary Minismries pose includes
a housing vo-up. a nenvork of thrifl storex.
threv Chnistian heatth carv centers (which
also provide pastoru} counseling). and the

1 Internativnal Study Center, which helpe

Moung people aaTiop o Icsders tuough
on-the-job training In voc ministries.

Perkins has now assumed new responsi-
biliries. For years he was the organization’s
primary developer, manager, and fund
raiscr, but thosc responsibilibes have be-
come too hig for one man. He recently re-
signed as president of Voice of Calvary
Ministrics. and the board of scrvants has
named him minister a1 large. “We are in the
midst of discovering whai John's mle is in
voc,” H. Spees. head of the health conter
ministries. said in late Julv. “No onc is going
1 replace him. Nobaody could. Lem Tucker
has been named prresident. and John will be
president emieritus.”

Perkins siys. “1 gave up being chief ex-
ecunve officer and will be minister at large.
P'm elecied 10 the board of senunts. und I'li
raise funds and work on projects with other
organizations.” Perhaps voc has avoided
the foundcr’s tap that has constrained so
many evangelical organizations.

“We have sume negative models™ Per-
kins admitied when asked whether he
would be like other evangelical lvaders
whose fevlings were hurt when they no
Jonger were in charge of dav-fu-dav activi-
tes. “F want 10 be pan of voc. and § want
our young leaders 10 be independent of
‘me.” he said. “As founder there is a danger
that I'll assert my authority over then, and
thev will not be able tu develop.™ The cul-
and-dricd management iechniques of West-
emn rox})orau'oric nuty not be sophistican]
cnough 1o provide guidelines for such a no
for-profit. parachurch nrganization.

Voice of Calvany's health center senves the
public a1 low rates. with an obvious per-
sonal ouch. 1t is a vx: minisiny that did not
oven exist 10 yeanx ago. Now it is one of the
most visible and thriving Its st is inie-
mrated. as anve the other vou stafis

Perkins does no: think it is up 1o the white
man alone 10 hring about racial reconcilia-
don. “J don't belicve that 1 hive fu leave my
destiny to a white man,” he told e at
breakfast the next moming “1f you beliove
the gospel vou accep! & pasitive message.
When that gospel is preached. then GGod's
power is let Joose in a cominunin: and be-
Yivers becorne i supematural body. That is
the only hopxe for & bad-looking situution—
not white men or bluck men. but God's
men.”

When we stood to leave. o lieutenant
from the Jackson Police Department left his
tuble and approached us. He extended his
hand. “Rev. Perkins. you doing all right?”

“Werv vou at Lyawh Street when we had
the Jesnvad?™ Perking ashed the oflicer.

“No. § had snotbs assignment than diry,
be said. “but 1 heard it was i suceess.”

Lynch Street, in the bluck community
ncar Jackson State University, is whor a
white policeman hud been kilied a few

| wexks earhier. The pobicemin had been dis-

putched to the scene because someone wiy
firing a gun. When he arrived. & bluck man
was locking up a storv. Hearing the police-
man drive up, he tumned, and blasted him.

To affirm the police, Voice of Calvary
sponsored a festival on Lynch Street, which
drew 4,000 people. Merchants on the soeet
bought bomths and displnyed their guods.
Vaice of Calvary sct up a tent. The voc choir
sang. and there were bands and speakers.
As a result. crime in that arca was greatly
reduced during the weekend.

“The police and cin' officials are so
appreciative of what we are doing.™ Perkins
said as we rerurned to the ca. As we drove,
he continued. *} expluined 1o the Jienenan:
that it is time for black an2 whiwe folk 10
take posifive action in support of police &c-
tion. Instead of ahvavs being negative we
need o affirm the police when they do what
is right.™ We had reached Hizhwav 49
going south out of Jackson 10ward Menden-
hull and New Hebron. “The ininatihve that
brings a policeman to a scene usually
doesn’t come from the policeman. So pelice
ofien overreact. We at Voicv of Calvary wam
10 anad. the problem in the cominunite. nu
the ssmptomn that results in police Lrutalitn
or police fatalities.”

Perkins and ! spent most of that moming
m New Hebron, visiting the health center
and talking with stafi members. betore Jeav-
ing. we walked around the comer 10 a linde
alleway where a policenuan had shot imd
killed Perkine’s brother many ~vars earlicr.
On the wav out of 1own we pulled ofl the
road several times 1 pick wilé plums. Per-
kins chanered enthusiastically about the
fine voung leadership at voc. We went In
the Voice of Calvan: facilities and the health
center in Mendenhall. and we walked
throuch the modern co-op store.

When we renoned 10 Jazkson, wr visited
the Thrifico s1ofe, and then one of the build-
ings on Saint Charles Stvet in time 1o watch
the beginning of a childl evangelism clasw. A
white college student slood Sacing four or
five rows of black boys and girls sitting on
folding chairs.

“Welcome to our Good Nrw's club.™ they
sang. “We're 50 gdad you're her.™ They
were smiling and wiggling: their face
shone as they went throuch modons 1o illus-
trutc the song,

They werenY singing t me. but J was
glad 1 was there. They ssmbolized John Pei-
kins's imestnent in the future. Thev illus-
vatcd how important it was that this black
man had given up the good life in Californi
10 rerurn 10 tha siate whene his brother ha!
been shot by & law enforvement oflicer. and
where his people were suficring. Today the
church is seeing the result: an effective, bib-
lica) balance betwren community develop-
ment and evangelism. O




YOUTH MINISTRY PROGRAM

of

CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION (CYO)
1011 First Avenue New York, N.Y. 10022

This progtam involves over ZQ,OOO-yqung people
during a year's period. In a number of special settings
such as one day sharing and learning programs, ongoing
relational models, and special settings created in neighborhoods
and high schools, youth of high school and college age are
involved in a voluntary.capacity as peeghcounselors, instructors

and role models for their fellow‘youth.

This projéct has been the result of a growing

" indication over the years that young people listen more closely
to their peers, especially in relation to the areas of their
lives that are most'important on a dayQto-day basis., They
speak more openly and more honestly to their peers and they

are inclined to a%low their peers to affect changes in their

lives even in the most intimate of ways.

In a negative context, "peer pressure" is the expression
used time and again to explain why young beople do much of what

they do. The Youth Ministry project seeks to build a positive



influence that is based on the use of strong, attractive
role models who are peers of the youth they serve., Thus,
young people who have been recognized as leado;s in their
local school, parish or neighborhood settings are invited to

participate in the CY0's Youth Ministry programs.

Participants have a chance to recognize the
importance of their own faith development and to reflect on
their ethical and moral values in ghe society in which they
live. The context is a three day "Retreat" experience which
is conducted at one of two centers run by the Project. These
sessions, continuing throughout the year (about 40 a year),
rely on the direction and guidance of three fuli timo staff
members who hold Master's degrées in Social Work, Education
and Ministry. But the real work of the Sessions is conducted
by youth leadero who have been recoéoized at earlier sessions

as valuable volunteers with potential as peer counselors and

models.

In addition to these formational sessions or retreats,



the program is augmented by other sessions which seek to
train the best of the leaders in forms of leaoorship in
local youth settings. Once again, those who are recognized
as future youth leaders are contacted to be part of later
retreats where they help to lead thevsessions. Buo:prior
Eo participation the volunteer must go through a series of

training meetings.

Over a year's time,.the volunteer peer counselors
and leaders are called upon to represent youth in the Church
af various.gatherings. They help to bring a new sense of the
importance of faith development and an integral vision of the
importance of ethical values for youth. A follow-up and corollary
of the direct voluntary services they give to the project is
their continuing witness in neighborhood, parish and school

settings.

The Project is an ongoing one that is evaluated yearly
- by the paid staff and the elected leaders of the voluntary staff,

Since 1975, over 100,000 youth have had the services of the



voiunteer peer counselors in taking an in-depth look at their
lives and in seeing where the future was calling them. A
major result of the effort has been the extension of the
program into inner-city neighborhoods by Black, Hispanic

and White youth who were recognized as leaders and who wanted

to bring a positive peer pressure to their fellow youth in the

inner city.



PSI PROJECT rILE=

INFORMATION rORM

President's Task Force on Private
Sector Initiatives
734 Jackson Place, NW
Viashington, DC 20500

(In completing, please type or print)

1.

Se

Project or Program Title:

(Name of project or procram

described in this questionnaire.) L
Youth Ministry Prozram of the C.Y.O. ] s

Name of Sponsoring Organization or Group: .o
Catholic Youth Organization of the Archdiocese of New York

Address:

- Street

1011 First Avenue

Hew York, N.Y.

City/State

10022

10022
Zip Code .

QOntact:

. Name

Rev. Robert T. Ritchie

Executive Director

Title

(212 371-1000 - -Ext. 2050 LS

Telephone

1011 First Avenue

_Street

New York, N.Y.
"City/State e Ter

10022

10022
Zip Code

When did pfoject begin? Month Sept.

Year 1975

Briefly state the purpose for which this project has

been organized.
of your project.)

(Item #17 asks for an in-depth summary

To provide a context in which vouth can Share their faith experiences and

help other youth grow ia their leadership potential for the betterment

of thefr neighborhoods, schoola, parishes and individual selves.




'7. " Into which of the follow1ng general areas does this
project fall? -

Employment, Economic Development

Bealth

Food, Clothing, Housing

Transportation, Energy

Education

Environmental Protection and Conservation
Safety, Crime Prevention, Consumer Protection

Recreation and Cultural

XXX Othezf (Descr_ibe) Youth Peer Counseling '

.38. Please indicate whlch, if any, of the follow1ng audlences
your progect tarcgets: :

__ Elders - ' X_JE_X Minorities
__j-Families . o . _; Offenders/Ex~Offenders
XX Handicapped _ .~ _ Women

XX Low-Income S | fff—.foutﬂ' T

Other (Describe)

9. What is the geographic scope of the project? |

___ National ; S __ - County

__ Regional _;_'Ciﬁy'or Town

__ State 'f - o — ﬁeighbofhood \,
XXX Metropolitan Area & 7 Upstate Counties © \,

'Other'(Describe)

A. What is the approximate population of the area
identified under item 97?

__ Less than 1,000 100,000 -~ 250,000
__ 1,000 ~ 5,000 250,000 - 500,000
5,000 - 25,000 XXX More than 500,000

25,000 - 100,000
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Less than $5,000 © _ $50,000 - $100,000
__ $5,000 - 25,000 XXX More than $10C,000
__ $25,000 - $50,000

11. What percentage of the funds for this project c¢omes
- from each of the followzng sources?

Percentage . B o - ;,-Eﬁ‘t"';;;
Source-  of Total = T e
XXX 647, - Basic Operating .Budget o .Catholic Youth:

) . e .OrganiZation "..'7""'
= 25% - Self-generated Revenue - - - - . nEil
XX ' (Sales, Materlals, Fees, etc.) -

- 8% - Special Funding Camnalgn ; :?;iﬁf‘tﬁfif
- XXX S i
— - 3 United Way or Other Federated SRR IR
Fundlng . ) . ) : A '.'— ' -,:._.Z
— -Corporate Contributions .. . i}%ﬁgé&}hi_
— Inklnd Contribution of Goods' f.f;"'ft
and Services. R
— Foundatlon Grants - f‘ -
— ' Local Government e .";; ~f4§
— State Government N f
— . Federal Government =~ . © 7o
— Other (Describe) _”_.;:_f-3“55¥;757-17
" 12. How many full time, whether paid ox volunteer, would . T
- it take to do this project? 10 people N T
A. How many paid staff does the project have?
Full Time _ 5 e

Part-Time 1

B. Are volunteers involved? Yes XXX No

If yes, please answer the following two cuestions. If no,
GO tOo guestion nurmber 1S5. ' .



\

" 1s,

In which of the followiné activities are volunteers
involved and how many in each?

Activity

Number Involved

LXK

D

TEIEIEIEE 1§

YES Paid staff

Which of}the.following most accurately

Governance (Boargd, Committee,
Advisory)

Project Management
Fundraising |

Public Relations

Delivery oflProject's Service
Advocacy

Self-Help'

25

——_—

100

300

- 20

650

50

" . 600

Other (Describe)' ~

.-~ ¢ TOTAL

14. Is supervision of volunteers done by:.

YIS . Volunteers in Leadership Positions

h.
i.

Je

k.

1.

L1

describes your

Small Business

Corporation

Labor Union

Local or County
Government Unit

State Government
Unit

Federal Government

|

~ Unit
Other _

~organization?
&, __ Neighborhood Group
.be ___ Church
" €. xxx Local Voluntary
. . Organization
d. Membership-based Civic
- - Grour (Rotary, Junior
. League, etc.)
e. Local Affiliate of a
T _National Voluntary
Organization
£, Educational Institution
g. __ Private Foundation
- A. In addition, which of the above have a direct

or significant involvement in carrying out your

project

a. L e. 5_ i. —
b. x_ £f. X_ j. ___
c. __ g. __ k. __
d. x__ he ___ 1.

m.
ne.



16.

Which of the following features of your project do
you consider to be particularly outstanding and
worthy of replication?

Community needs assessment or issue identification

XX project planning and design

XXX

X .
___;Volunteer/paid staff relations |

Creation of coalitions with other organizations
and agencies

Demonstrated cost effectiveness
Volunteer recruitment

Volunteer management

Public communications and information exchange .

Fundraising

Development of financial "self-sufficiency"

Involvement of volunteers in leade:shlp or’ manage- _~:

.ment positions L.

Evaluation/research of project results"

Other (Describe)




18, May we share your name, address, telephone number and
information about your zroject with other interested

parties?
XXX Yes __ No
A. Submitted by:

Rev. Robert T. Ritchie

Executive Director Catholic Youth Organization

Feb. 17, 1982

*{Name)

(Title)

(Signature)
-'(Daﬁe)

-

JANUARY 28, 1982










EXCERPT FROM LETTER PAT ROBERTSON WROTE TO ED MEESE (will send us a copy of letter

It is my personal feeling that yesterday's luncheon was history making.

I don't know of any time in recent history whenc such a cross section of
major religious leaders was ever brought together to meet with a president
in the White House. It was a major achievement. Needless to say, I was

appalled at the story in the Washington Post reporting such played-up

negatives and campletely failing to report the surge of support for the

President and his program exhibited by those pmseht.

REMARKS RE HISTORIC OCCASION. GIVEN TO JAY MOOREHEAD 4/21
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dr. Jerry Falwell's remarks concerning 4-13-82 PSI Briefing & Iuncheon

The overwhelming majority of religious leaders present heartily endorsed the
President's plea for private sector initiative. I feel that the churches

and synagogues of America will join with other members in the private sector

to meet the challenge the President laid before us. I was personally impressed
with the President's sincerity and his sensitivity to the needs of hurting
Americans. In my opinicon, the meeting at the White House was a historical one . . .
and will be remembered as a special happening in the Pregident's long-range

plan to rally the religious leaders around the need and challenges facing us

at this crucial time.



REMARKS OF RABBI SHMIDMAN  RABBI MORRIS A. SHMIDMAN, EXEC. DIRECTOR
COUNCIL OF JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS OF BORO PARK

RE: President's Briefing on PSI - Religious Leaders 4-13-82

The conference of religious leaders was a dynamicC ........ «<e«« in action.
By emphasizing the unique role of presidential leadership, recognition

was given to the spiritual communities of this land. The stimulation of

the opportunity of volunteerism is a significant contribution to the ultimate
well being of all of our people. The goal of reconnecting people to each
other; of moving from selfishness to fellowship is both noble and necessary.
The WhiteHouse is the proper setting and the President is the effective
wvoice for articulating our humanity and our piety. In addressing the
conference, the President fulfilled once again the highest function of his
office by settting the tone for the re-establishment of ideals and values
that have characterized this nation from its inception. The President is not only ti
Chief Executive; he is not only the Cammander in Chief, he is as well the
chief spokesman for the aspirations of our citizenry. A

In setting forth the challenge to meet old problems in a new and innovative
way, he helps create an atmosphere for constructive attitudes and

energizes people into new initiatives for participation with government

in addressing the needs of individuals and communities throughout the nation.








