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Colson Radio Commentary to 200 Radio Stations (via IMS)

This was an especially nostalgic week for me, invited as
I was to return to the White House for a luncheon meeting that
President Reagan had for the heads of denominations and religious
groups. The purpose was to exhort the religious community in
America to do more in the area of meeting human needs, an
especially urgent requirement in view of federal budget cutbacks.

The President made an articulate and effective appeal,
and in my opinion, he's absolutely right. Then, in the question
session which followed, the head of a major mainline denomination
challenged the President. "We've been doing this, Mr. President,"
he said, "but now we're worried that the government wants to put
the welfare burden on us."

It's funny how we're never very bashful about telling
others what to do, but the moment we think somebody is telling
us what to do, we get very defensive. This leader sums up the
views of a small minority of churches, I think, who resist the
President's initiative because they say he is confusing charity
and justice. According to them, the church is supposed to be
involved in charity and government in justice, but who says
justice is not the business of the church? Are we supposed to
only be raising money for the United Fund or for church building
drives?

Nonsense, we're to be the conscience of society, the
source of its moral vision, and what's the motivation for
charity if it's not God's love and His corollary demand for
justice and righteousness, which comes right from holy Scripture.
See, that's been the trouble for fifty or more years. We've
deluded ourselves into thinking that government has all the
answers. Just pour more money in, build a government agency,
create more programs. Well, money alone can't produce justice
or meet human needs. But when the church gets involved, that
brings in the human element. That restores our sense of caring
for one another, our spirit of community. It's the spiritual
dimension that bureaucracies can't achieve, and that's why the
church ought to welcome the President's challenge and not turn
defensively away. The President is right because he's only
reminding us of our Biblical call, and we can ignore the head
of state if we want to, but we can't ignore the King of Kings.

This is Chuck Colson in Washington.
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“The potential of prisons

WITH LITTLE imagination, it's possible’

to stroll prison corridors and see
" that enormous human potential is avail-
able if a way could only be found to
channel energies constructively.

Men and women with a wide range of -

skills and talents are locked away be-

cause the key to utilizing them to meet -

society’s needs has never been discov-
ered. Some inmates are hopelessly incor-

. rigible and have to be kept locked up .

until they grow old or die. Others are
viclence-prone,

But the mass of them represent 2
potential resource for: socially useful
work — if a way can be found to match

skills to needs. _

" A story by Journal Reporter Greg
McDonald relates one such instance in
which the two were brought together, to

the obvious benefit of one and the appar- -

ent benefit of others.

The project involved prisoners from
the federal pen at Eglin Air Force Base
pear Pensacola who spent 10 days

winterizing the Grant Park home of a

PN

blind 82-year-old woman, _
With privately donated funds, the

* group purchased materials to spruce up

the home of Roxie Von, While perform-

" ing the work, they stayed as guests in

the homes of neighbors.
One of the inmates, Robert Barnes,

described the experience as. “meamng- .

ful.” He continued:

“People are sitting back there behind
bars and theyre getting hardened. If
they could have the opportunity to be in
an environment like we have . .-, to be

loved. That can change a man, give a .

man a new way to go. Not only can you
help the prisoner, you can help people
tOO ”»

We have no illusions that prisons can
be emptied to serve the public’s needs.
Problems of supervision, costs, suitable
work and motivation loom large.

But we would like to see private -

groups involved to raise funds and ex-

pand the program. If it could be done, .

society and prisoners both would be the
better for 1L :
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