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Francis M. WATsON

Post OFFice Box 125
DuNN LoRING. VIRGINIA 22027 March 17, 1983

(703) 698-8939
(703) 573-7256

Dear Morton,

Thought you might be interested in the enclosed,
and I would love to learn that the President
received one--he might like it.

This is a handout/mailing piece I developed in
connection with attracting and making speaking
engagements on the subject of the National and
World Councils of Churches stories that have
come out in the past six months,

I feel it is vital--from both the religious
and political standpoints—--that our side exploit
this "window of vulnerability'" of NCC/WCC as much
as possible, We just are not likely to have
another situation in which we get two Reader's
Digest articles and a ''60 Minutes'" aimed at
exposing the leftist activities in these two
councils. And they have far greater influence
and entanglements in the big churches than appears
on the surface.

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell

Room 191

0ld Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20050
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NUMBLKR U GUL Dr. Wwilliam Thompson, Stated Clerk, United
(attach last Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.
Bishop Joseph Yeakel, United Methodist Church
- " Kara Cole, Administrative Secretary,
ADMINISTRATION PARTICIPANTS: Friends United Meeting
- Rev. Hugh Smith, Secretary, Public Relationc.
American Baptist International Ministries

Blackwell June Leiper, head of NCCC, Washington
_ Jean Stockwell, Associate General Secretary
SUMMARY : for Overseas Missions, NCCCUSA

Thrse National Council of Churches leaders had returned
from a "pastoral visit" to El Salvador. They were anxious
to convince the Administration to withdraw support from

the Salvadorian government and to force the Salvadorian
government to enter into negotiations with the insurgents.

They expressed no concern that a failure of the Salvadorian
government would result in a Marxist-l.eninist regime there.

They said the reason why the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua
is rapidly becoming Marxist-Leninist is that the U.S. has
failed to give the Sandinistas the $75 million they asked for.

It was a polite and at times cordial meeting, but these

liberal church lecaders have a foreign policy view diametrically
opposed to that of this administration. For instance, their
"human rights" concerns are directed only at anti-Communist
regimes.

Bill Thompson, stated clerk, United Presbyterian Church in the ".S.A.
disputed my statement that the people on Taiwan enjoy ...tve
human rights, personal freedom, and economic prosperity than

do the people in mainland China. When I pointed out
that the Red Chinese murdered millions of peovle,
tried to exterminate entire social classes, - -and deny
people education if their ancestors were landowners,
Thompson said that he saw no moral differnce between
the regimes. He mentioned that a Presbyteriar church

STAT'Y : leader in Taiwan has recently been put in jail.

We had attempted to get Roger Fontaine of the N.S.C. but he was

unavailable. I agreed to forward their report of their El Salvadoriar

trip to Fontaine and to convey to him their request to meet with him
personally.
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welfare.” Ve see an alarming erosion of government commit-
ment to the basic human rights of the needlest and most
vulnerable members of our soclety; suth rights as the right
to full employment,; the right to a nutritionally adequate
diet, the right to ecual justice under the law, and the
right to equal educational advantage. These rights are
threatened by the Reagan block grant approach which lumps
together the services necessary for thelr protection and
makes the survival of any one of them subject to the whim
and political will of the individual states.

‘What we see also in the administration's economic proposals
1s an unconscionable scapegoating of the poor and the dis-
advantaged and a preferentlial treatment of the rich. Virtually
all of the budget reductions are in areas which affect
primarily those who are the most needy, while the so-called
“social safety net''protects mainly those who are comfortably
above the poverty line. While food stamps are being reduced
and C.E.T.A., W.I.C., Legal Ald., and many other services

for the poor are being dismantled, the well-to-do are belng
rewarded with tax breaks. Whatever economic sense 1t may or
may not make, thils attempt to heal our economic 11lls at

the cost of wildening the gap between the rich and the poor
produces a morally repugnant equation which cannot be

squared with God's requirement of soclal justice so clearly
mandated 1n the teachings of Jesus and the prophets. And

it can only exacerbate the ugly and growing divisions in

our soclety along lines of class and race with their alarming
potential for social unrest and violence.

People of conscience cannot fail to see the direct corre~
lation between budget cuts which add to the sufferings of

the poor and the bilggest increase in our defense budget in
peacetime history. Billions of dollars will be diverted
from the meeting of urgent human needs to the further en-
gorgement of an already bloated and wasteful military estab-
lishment. To gain public support from such a morally
outrageous trade-~off, the admimistration has been fanning

the flarnes of cold war hysteria and anti-Soévlet fears, there-
by helghtening the risks of war and the flnal holocaust.

People of faith and conscience cannot remain silent in the

face of such an 1mmoral travesty. We must speak out with
the moral perception and courage of a Dwight D. Eisenhower
who, two months after he became President, said: “Every gun

that 1s made, every warship launched, every rocket fired
signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger
and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed.”
"I was hungry, and you gave me no food.”" The theft of which
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Eisenhower spoke, today taltes the form of a colossal
embezzlement of the poor, as massive amounts of our
national treasure are funneled into ever more exotic
weapons system, gilving the appearance but not the real-
ity of enhancines our national security.

We are deenly troubled about what we see happening in
America today. ‘e see an increasingly selfish and myopic
nation, concerned more and more about nrivate gain and
self-aggrandizement, and less and less about the public
good and the sufferings of the needy and the minorities
in our midst. We believe that as Christians and as
churches called to make our witness in these fateful
times, we must be 1n the vanguard of those calling our
nation back to a new birth of compassion and a reclalmed
vision of a fair and just soclety. e must challenge
ovenly the growing trends towards national selfishness
and irresponsibility., We must become more outspoken ad-
vocates than ever before fér the powerless and the defense-
less who today are the helpless pawns 1n a vast economic
and political chess game over which they have no control.

Sincerely,

(/2, cz ,C,{Z@uzz %%Z

Rev. IEZlenora G. Ivory
Assoclate Director fo¥f
Public Policy

EGI:g









MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 10, 1981

TO: MARTIN ANDERSON

FROM: MORTON BLACKWELL

VIA: ELTIZABETH DOLE

RE: Controversy regarding IRS policies towards clergymen
Enclosed is a letter from N. Wesley Hanes of the Maine Council
of Churches protesting an IRS ruling that deals with the

taxing of clergymen.

Church leaders from across the political spectrum have been

angered by recent IRS policies. I hope something can be
done.



THE MAINE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

P. O. Box 512

Aubumn, Maine 04210
June 18, 1981

The Reverend Canon Joseph R. Bolger, M. Div.

Executive-Secretary Tel. (207) 782-6405

President Ronald W. Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing you on behalf of the Executive Committee of the Maine Council of
Churches in regard to Rev. Rul. 80-110. This ruling, as you are aware, has the
effect of impairing what seems to us to be an unwarranted increase of taxes for
most all of our clergy. Conrad Teitell, to whom many clergy have looked for
guidance in tax matters, suggests the ruling may be contrary to the intent of
Congress.

While none of us claim expertise in tax matters, it does seem patently unfair
to change the rules for reporting income, and say what has been right and proper
for many years is now no longer acceptable. I refer, of course, to the continued
designation of clergy as self-employed for the purpose of Social Security assess-
ments, but now to be Tisted as employees without recourse to Schedule C for income
tax purposes. We would maintain that there are legitimate professional business

‘deductions which the use of Schedule C has allowed to be itemized and deducted.

The net effect of Rev. Rul. 80-110 is to increase both Federal and State income
taxes for clergy.

There are some among us who object to the employee designation as an attempt
to re-define the relationship of clergy to the institutions they serve. While the
way clergy arrange service with parishes varies from one denomination to another,
it is never done in the way secular society employs its leadership, and would not
seem to fit the general category of employee.

We would ask that you use your good offices to address what seems to us to be
a serious injustice introduced into the tax system for no other reason than to
collect additional taxes from clergy. We hope you will find our objections compell-
ing, and assume a leadership role in redressing this wrong.

Sincerely yours,

Pr s1dent

NWH: jcs
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A delegation sponsored by the National Council of the Churches of " |27
Christ in the U.S.A. visited El1 Salvador, from October 24 to 28, 1981.
The members of the delegation were:

The Rev. Dr. James Andrews, Stated Clerk, Presbyterian Church
in the United States.

Kara Cole, Administrative Secretary, Friends United Meeting.

The Rt. Rev. David Reed, Episcopal Church, Bishop of Kentucky.

Rev. Hugh Smith, Secretary, Public Relations, American Baptist
International Ministries.

Dr. William P. Thompson, Stated Clerk, United Presbyterian Church
in the U.S.A.

Bishop Joseph Yeakel, United Methodist Church, Bishop of New York
West Area.

Staff: The Rt. Rev. J. Antonio Ramos, Associate Director of
Caribbean and Latin America Office, DOM,
NCCCUSA.
Mr. Mark Schomer, Church World Service Central America
Representative.
The Rev. Dr. Eugene L. Stockwell, Associate General Secretary
for Overseas Ministries, NCCCUSA.

The visit was a pastoral visit to the churches of El Salvador, intended to
convey our identification with them in the current tragic suffering they and
their nation are facing. The visit was intended also to assist us towards a
deeper insight into the current reality of El Salvador in order that we as
U.S. churches and people might respond more adequately to their needs.

In addition to many individual conversations, the delegation schedule included:

Sunday worship in the Roman Catholic Cathedral, First Baptist
Church, Emmanuel Baptist Church, Episcopal Church and
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection.

Visit with leadership of CREDHO, Episcopal Social Action agency.

Visit to San Jose de la Montana, Refuge for Displaced Personms.

Dinner with Student Christian Movement leaders.

Meeting with leadership of Emanuel Baptist Church.

Meeting with Socorro Juridico, A Roman Catholic Legal Aid
organization.

Conversation with Dr. Ricardo Stein, Professor at Central American

+  University.

Meeting with ASESAH, an ecumenical humanitarian relief agency.

Meeting with the Human Rights Commission.

Meeting with the Committee of Mothers and Relatives of Disappeared
persons.

Meeting with Lutheran Church of the Resurrection leadership.

Dinner with Ambassador Deane Hinton, U.S. Ambassador to El Salvador
along with four senior Embassy staff members.

Meeting with Baptist Association leadership.

Conversation with Society of Jesus Leadership.



Meeting with Roman Catholic Apostolic Administrator Msgr.
Arturo Rivera y Damas, together with Msgr. Ricardo Urioste,
Vicar General of the Archdiocese, and Father Fabian Amaya.
Meeting with pastors of several Pentecostal and evangelical
denominations related to CESAD, a humanitarian relief agencw,
including the representative in El Salvador of the United
Bible Societies.

O0f necessity the delegation's visit was brief. We do not claim to have
achieved a complete understanding of the complex facets of the El Salvador
situation, or of the Christian community in that land. Inevitably every
view of El Salvador is partial. We are conscious of the fact that we talked
to only a limited number of persons, and we were not able to travel outside
the capital city. We feel impelled to report some things we heard and make
some recommendations to the NCCCUSA Governing Board.

Certain themes were repeatedly expressed to us:

A. Repgarding the current situation in El Salvador

1. El Salvador is a nation in which death is a pervasive and immediate
reality. Assassinations, bombings, executions, disappearances,
hunger, the destruction of communities, the dismemberment of
economic and social life at their very roots --- all these and
more are part of daily life. The people live in agony. Unspeakable
suffering is everywhere,

2. The situation in El Salvador is deteriorating. Since October 15,
1979, when a military Junta overthrew the presidency of General
Carlos Humberto Romero, the increased dominance of the military
and increased guerrilla activity have been accompanied by widespread
terror throughout the country. We heard repeatedly of governmental
decrees issued during the last two years which, as one observer
stated, progressively reduced the "political space" in the nation
to a point where rational political processes are impossible and
legal redress for criminal and civil wrongs if virtually unavailable.

3. The violation of human rights is commonplace and constant. The
legal system is practically inoperative. Investigation of murder,
torture and major violations of persons and property, 1s not forth-
coming. The grossest excesses go uninvestigated and unpunished.
The fate of most persons is left to the whim of the military,
paramilitary and security forces. We heard widespread agreement
that by far most of the violence directed against persons, as
contrasted with sabotage and propefty damage, is perpetrated by
government forces, or by forces in whose activities the government
acquiesces.

4, The role of the United States in El1 Salvador is discussed every-
where., We heard repeated calls for the U.S. to withdraw its
military and economic aid, which many believe prolongs repression
and suffering. One observer said, 'By prolonging the conflict
the U.S. is causing the development of the very kind of government
in El Salvador that it fears the most."” We heard calls for the
cessation of all outside support of the warring parties, whether
from the U.S. or from socialist natioms. Nevertheless, the



rmassiveness of U.S. support is singled out over and over again
for particular objection, though the U.S. Ambassador urges even
¢reater U.S. assistance. The people of El Salvador want to be
free to solve their own problems without outside pressures.

Wz heard great concern for peoplie displaced within El Salvador

by military operations of all parties, as for refugees outside
the country. Once outside the country it is felt refugees

have at least a chance of aid from international governmental

and private agencies; however, within El Salvador the plight of
displaced peoples, of whatever political complexion, is in-
adequately perceived and addressed by public or private agencies.
Resources are needed inside El Salvador to assist these suffering
persons and communities, and such resources will have to come
from outside El Salvador..

B. Regarding the Christian chﬁrches in E1 Salvador

1.

The Christian churches in El Salvador playing a constructive

role in the present situation --- in analysis of the current
reality and its root causes, in the provision of spiritual and
legal assistance, in furnishing humanitarian aid to the suffering
and in the search for a just and peaceful political and social
order.

The Roman Catholic Church is under increasing attacks, mis-
representing its work and threatening physical harm and even
death to clergy.and lay leadership alike. The campaign has been
stepped up during the past month,

All Christian churches in El Salvador, despite immense
difficulties which include the assassination, disappearance,

and imprisonment of leaders and members of many congregations,
are witnessing magnificently to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
Adversity has driven them to the roots of the Gospel. The
churches' ministry --- prophetic and pastoral, challenging

and compassionate, reflective and reconciling --- takes on

a compelling immediacy. We were impressed by the youth of

rmany of the church leaders, and by the prominence of lay

persons in the churches' witness. The unbiblical dichotomy
between evangelization and social witness is resolved as the
reeds of the nation elicit a powerful ministry for justice

and reconciliation. We thank God for the Christian community

of El Salvador, and we believe it calls us to a more relevant
witness in the United States, a witness of Biblical and theological
depth in which we too often we fail to engage. In E} Salvador it
is evident that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is indeed redemptive
and liberating.

The Christian churches of E1 Salvador do not just talk about
cooperation; they live it. Evangelical groups are working

vith CARITAS, a Roman Catholic agency. Baptists cooperate
closely with Roman Catholics in ASESAH, the relief agency which
the World Council of Churches and Church World Service support.
The Student Christian Movement membership cuts across denominations.



5. Amazingly, many churches seem to be revitalized by current
suffering and persecution. In some churches membership is
growing. The congregations we visited were well attended.
In the Roman Catholic church persons seeking Christian
Vocations are growing in number,

6. The martyrdom and memory of the late Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo
Romero is a powerful force of inspiration and example for the
Christians of El Salvador, Protestant and Roman Catholic alike,
referred to constantly. We give thanks for his remarkable
ministry to the church and the nation, focussed primarily on
the poor and the oppressed.

C. Regarding the future of E1 Salvador

1. There is widespread belief that the El Salvador situation will
continue to worsen in the immediate future. The governing Junta,
with U.S. support, aims for a military solution, which still is
thought by them to be obtainable despite the current military
situation.

2. The election of delegates to a Constitutional Assemb]y, proposed
for March, 1982 by the present Junta, is widely rejected as a
formula for improvement of the political situation. Conditions
for a representative election are not currently present. Even
the U.S. Ambassador, in a press interview on October 27, stated
that at present the conditions for such elections do not exist,
though he hoped that possibly they might exist five months from
now. We heard little or no hope for a political resolution along
these lines; on the contrary, there was much reJectlon of this
proposed political process.

3. We heard a strong call for dialogue or negotiation between the
contending forces in El Salvador. Currently the Junta, with
U.S. support, rejects dialogue or negotiation with representatives
of the forces opposed to the government. The attitude of the U.S.
government is key to the development of a dialogue or negotiation
process. We are aware of some recent initiatives in the U.S.
Senate which might encourage the negotiation or dialogue, and
these hold out some promise of movement in a positive direction.
Repeatedly we heard of the sheer tiredness of the people of El
Salvador, their sense of helplessness, their revulsion at the
continuing death and suffering, and their hope that military
confrontation and repression will end. Face to face dialogue and
negotiation, to which representatives opposed to the government
say they are open, is thought by many to offer some hope in what
now is seemingly intractable military confrontation.

In the light of our experience in El Salvador, we make the following recommenda-
ticns to the NCCCUSA Governing Board at its meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, on
November 4-5, 1981:



Recommendations to the churches:

1.

We urge the Governing Board, its members denominations, and related
ecumenical bodies and their congregations and members, to pray for
the suffering people of El Salvador, and for a prompt, peaceful and
just resolution of the conflict in El Salvador.

We urge the Governing Board, its member denominations and related
ecumenical bodies, to continue and increase the provision of
humanitarian assistance to the people of El Salvador and to refugees
from that nation. In particular we urge greater support be channeled
to meet the needs of persons displaced by military operations of the
contending parties who are victims of the war and repression, inside
El Salvador itself. We believe Church World Service offers an ex-
cellent channel for such ecumenical support.

We urge the Governing Board, its member denominations and related
ecumenical bodies, to provide increased information to church members

and the public at large regarding the present situation in El1 Salvador ---
its history, the issues at stake, the suffering of the poeople, the

role of the churches, and the possibilities for a just resolution

of the conflict in the near future. The plight of undocumented refugees
from E1 Salvador who have come to the United States should receive

special understanding and attention. We urge that insofar as possible

the views of Christian church constituencies in El Salvador be
communicated widely.

We urge the Governing Board, its member denominations and related
ecumenical bodies, to support the efforts of international organiza-
tions, both ecclesiastical and secular (such as the World Council

of Churches and Ammesty International, and the NCCCUSA Human Rights
office) which endeavor to publicize the status of human rights vio-
lations in El Salvador on the basis of reliable evidence, thus to
keep the light of international concern focussed on El Salvador.

We urge the Governing Board, its member denominations and related
bodies to press upon the government of the United States the re-
commendations listed below.

Recommendations to the government of the United States:

1.

We urge the government of the United States to seek a negotiated
solution, rather then a military solution, to the conflict between
the contending parties in El1 Salvador which might in time provide
the just conditions necessary for fair and representative elections
in that country.

We urge the government of the United States to afford political
asylum or some special temporary status for refugees who flee El
Salvador to the United States.

“We urge the government of the United States to provide increased

assistance to international organizations that help to meet the needs
of Salvadorean refugees in other countries of this hemisphere.
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4. We urge the government of the United States to take diplomatic
initiatives to effect the termination of military assistance to
all groups in El1 Salvador. 1In particular, we urge our government
to terminate its present policy of providing military and economic
assistance to the governing Junta of El Salvador.

(The Governing Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
U.S.A., meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, November 5, 1981, approved as its own the
above recommendations to the churches and to the United States government on

pages 5 and 6.)
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