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he Washington Times

Reagan open to full relations with Vatican

By A WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF WRITER

The White House for the first time yester-
day said it has no objection to full diplomatic
relations with the Vatican, while several
major religious organizations have started
campaigns, including mass mailings, to block
the change in Congress.

“We have no objection to the Senate legis-
lation that is pending,” Deputy Press Sec-
retary Larry Speakes told reporters in
response to a question.

President Reagan was thought to be sym-
pathetic to ending the 116-year-old prohibi-
tion on diplomatic recognition of the Vatican,
partly because of Pope John Paul IT’s political
pressure on Poland’s communist government,
but until yesterday the administration was not
on record.

But yesterday a spokesman for the National
Association of Evangelicals said the associ-
ation started a mass mailing to more than 100
member churches in Indiana to generate con-
stituent pressure on Sen. Richard Lugar,
R-Ind., who has sponsored the change in the
Senate, and Sen. Dan Quayle, R-Ind., to drop
their support.

Lugar attached an amendment to a State
Department authorization bill to repeal the
1867 law prohibiting U.S. diplomatic ties with
the headquarters in Rome of the worldwide
Catholic Church. More than 100 other nations
have formal diplomatic relations with the
Vatican.

The bill cannot clear the Senate until next
week at the earliest, and Richard Cizik of the
evangelicals said his group hoped toblock the
Lugar amendment when the bill goes to con-
ference with the House, which has not consid-
ered the matter. However, 25 of the 37
members of the House Foreign Affairs com-
mittee have co-sponsored a repeal proposal,
including the chairman and the ranking
Republican member.

Opposition to diplomatic relations with the
Vatican focuses on two main points, according
to Cizik. They include the constitutional
requirement for separation of church and
state, which he said would be violated by for-
mal governmental relations with the Vatican,
and an objection to the U.S. government’s hav-
ing that level of relationship with only one of
the world’s churches.

Cizik added that years ago many people
opposed diplomatic status for the Vatican out
of prejudice but that “latent anti- .
Catholicism” has not been an issue in the
United States for years. He said the Vatican
has been a religious authority with almost no
civil authority since 1871.

Cizik said his organization has 3.5 million
members nationwide and that Reagan'’s sup-
port for the repeal could affect their level of
support for himif he seeksre-electionin 1984.

Other religious groups opposed to the
change include the National Council of
Churches, with 40 million members; groups
representing Seventh Day Adventists; and
many Baptist groups.

Cizik and Dr. James Hamilton of the
National Council of Churches have both
objected to changing such a long-standing law
without first holding congressional hearings.

A similar proposal was rejected in a confer-
ence committee in 1977 after it had been
attached to legislation on the Senate floor by
then Sen. Richard Stone, D-Fla.

The United States is represented at the
Vatican by William Wilson.

— Thomas D. Brandt
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Protestants
Speak Against

Vatican Ties

United Press International

Major Protestant groups yes-
terday urged defeat of a Senate
proposal that would allow full
U.S. diplomatic relations with
the Vatican, saying it would vi-
olate the constitutional ban on
church-state ties.

“The central function of the
Vatican is to serve as the head-
quarters of a church,” said Forest
Montgomery, spokesman for the
National Association of Evangel-
icals. “Establishing diplomatic
relations with it would give the
appearance of an imprimatur of
the United States upon the head
of a church.”

The Protestant spokesmen,
who represented conservative
groups as well as liberal, at the

opposition
American tradition and is in har-

Tyt

Capitol Hill news conference said

their opposition was not moti- -
_against .

vated by prejudice
Roman Catholics.

Bert Beach, a spokesman for
the General Conference of Sev-
enth-day Adventists,
“is based on the

said the '

mony with the constitutional .

provision of separation of church

and state.”

Beach said he thought the c1t- .

izenship of U.S. cardinals -could

become an issue if ties with the |

Vatican were established because -
cardinals elect the pope; the :

head of a “foreign state.” -

Representatives of most US '

Baptist  groups, the National
Council of Churches and Amer-

icans United for Separation of.

Church and State also an-- .

nounced their opposition to the
Senate amendment. The amend-

ment would remove an 1867 pro-
hibition on full diplomatic rela- -

tions with the Vatican.




