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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

A legal action was filed against the President April 
21, 1983 in Federal court in California by American Civil 
Liberties Union attorneys. At issu~ is the President's 
proclamation of 1983 as the Year of the Bible. 

The government is vigorously defending this suit. 

Here is a summary of the background of this issue. 

In April of 1982, the President was asked. by Dr. Bill 
Bright of Campus Crusade for Christ to support legislation 
calling for a proclamation declaring 1983 Year of the Bible. 
The President strongly endorsed th~ proposal. 

Senator Bill Armstrong(R-Colorado) intr9duced appropriate 
legislation in the U.S. Senate, and Representativ~ Carlos 
Moorhead(R~C?lifornia) introduced companion legislation in 
the House of Representatives. The legislation passed both 
Houses and was signed into law by the President October 
4, 1982. 

A self-described "non-theist," Anne Gaylor, of Madison, 
Wisconsin, filed suit against the President in Federal court 
in Wisconsin, asking thit the court enjoin the Presiderit 
from issuing the proclamation authorized and requested by 
the Congress. 

The U.S. District Court judge in Wisconsin refused to 
intervene prior to the issuance of the proclamation, deciding 
that there was no "virtual certainty" that the President 
would designate 1983 the Year of the Bible in an unconstitu
tional manner. 

The President signed this proclamation at the National 
Prayer Breakfast in Washington, D.C., February 3,.1983. 
At that time he also accepted honorary chairmanship of the 
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National Committee for the Year of the Bible, a broad 
coalition of religious leaders headed by Dr. Bill Bright 
and three national co-chairmen: 

--Dr. Gerson D. Cohen, Chancellor, The Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America 

--John Cardinal Krol, Senior Prelate, The Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

--Dr. Thomas F. Zimmerman, General Superintendent, The 
General Council of the Assemblies of God 

For your information and use, enclosed are copies 
of the following items: 

--Senator Armstrong's S.J. Res. 165 which became Public 
Law 97-280, authorizing and requesting the President 
to declare 1983 the Year of the Bible. 

--The President's Year of the Bible Proclamation of 
February 3, 1983. 

--The Opinion and Order of U.S. District Court Judge 
James Doyle of Wisconsin refusing to enjoin the 
President from declaring 1983 the Year of the Bible. 

--The complaint filed by the A.C.L.U. urging the U.S. 
District Court for the Central District of California 
to declare the President's proclamation unconstitutional. 

Because of your expressed interest in the prayer issue, 
I hope this information will be of interest and use to you. 

Sincerely, 

t~~~ 
Special Assistant to the President 

Office of Public Liaison 



97TH CONGRESS s J RES 165 2D SESSION • • • 
Authorizing and requesting the President to proclaim 1983 as the "Year of the 

Bible"; 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

MARCH 15 Oegislative day, FEBRUARY 22), 1982 

Il 

Mr. ARMSTRONG (for himself, Mr. THURMOND, Mr. HEFLIN, Mr. RANDOLPH, Mr. 
LUO.AR, Mr. DENTON, Mr. MATTINGLY, Mr. GORTON, Mr. SYMMS, Mr. 
DOLE, Mr. QUAYLE, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. KASTEN, Mr. JOHNSTON, Mr . .AN
DREWS, Mrs. KASSEBAUM, ;Mr. HARRY F. BYRD, JR., Mr. DECONCINI, Mr. 
STENNIS, Mr. DOMENIC!, Mr. HUMPHREY, Mr. D'AM.ATO, Mr. JEPSEN, Mr. 
RUDMAN, Mr. BOREN, Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mr. CHILES, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. 
HATFIELD, _and Mr. !NoUYE) introduced the follo~wg joint resolution; which 
was read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

JOINT RESOLUTION · 
Authorizing and requesting the President to proclaim 1983 as 

the "Year of the Bible". 

Whereas the Bible, the Word of God, has made a unique contri

bution in shaping the United States as a distinctive and 

blessed nation and people; 

Whereas deeply held religious convictions spnngmg from the 

Holy Scriptures led to the early settlement of our Nation; 

Whereas Biblical teachings inspired concepts of civil government 

that are contained in our Declaration of Independence and 

the Constitution of the United States; 
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\Vhereas many of our great national leaders-among them 

Presidents Washington, Jackson, Lincoln, and Wilson-paid 

tribute to the surpassing influence of . the Bible in our 

country's development, as in the words of President Jack

son that the Bible is "the rock on which our Republic 

rests"· J 

Whereas the history of our Nation clearly illustrates the value of 

voluntarily applying the teachings of the Scriptures in the 

lives of individuals, families, and societies; · 

Whereas this Nation now faces great challenges that will test 

this Nation as· it has never been tested before; and 

Whereas that renewing our knowledge of and faith m God 

through Holy Scripture can strengthen us as a nation and a 

people: Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 

2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That the President is authorized and requested to designate 

4 1983 as a national "Year of the Bible" in recognition of botl! 

5 the formative influence the Bible has been for our Nation, 

6 and our national need to study and apply the teachings of_ the 

7 Holy Scriptures. 

0 

SJ 165 IS 
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Year of th_e Bible, 1983 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Of the many influences that have shaped the United States of America into a distinctive Nation 
and people, none may be said to be more fundamental and enduring than the Bible. 

Deep religious beliefs stemming from the Old and New Testaments of the Bible inspired many 
of the early settlers of our country, providing them with the strength, character, convictions, 
and faith necessary to withstand great hardship and danger in this new and rugged land. These 
shared beliefs helped forge a sense of common purpose among the widely dispersed colonies•· a 
sense of community which laid the foundation for the spirit of nationhood that was to develop . 
in later decades. 

The Bible and its teachings helpe9 form the basis for the Founding Fathers' abiding belief in the 
inalienable rights of the individual, rights which they found implicit in the Bible's teachings of 
the inherent worth and dignity of each individual. This same sense of man patterned the convic-

- _____ tions..of thoSCJl!lho. framed tb .. -Enslish system of law inherited by our own Nation, as well as the 
ideals set forth in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. 

For centuries the Bible's emphasis on compassion and love for our neighbor has inspired in
stitutional and governmental expressions of benevolent outreach such as private charity, the 
establi~hment of schools and hospitals, and the abolition of slavery. 

Many of our greatest national leaders •· among them Presidents Washington, Jackson, Lincoln, 
and Wilson •· have recognized the influence of the Bible on our country's development. The 
plainspoken Andrew Jackson referred to the Bible as no less than "the rock on which our 
Republic rests." 

Today our beloved America and, indeed, the world, is facing a decade of enormous challenge. 
As a people we may well be tested as we have seldom, if ever, been tested before. We will need 
resources of spirit even more than resources of technology, education, and annaments. There 
could be no more fitting moment than now to reflect with gratitude, humility, and urgency 
upon the wisdom revealed to us in the writing that Abraham Lincoln called "the best gift God 
has ever given to man ... But for it we could not know right from wrong." 

The Congress of the United States, in recognition of.the unique contribution of the Bible in 
shaping the history and character of th.is Nation, and so many of its citizens, has by Senate 
Joint Resolution 165 authorized and requested the President to designate the year 1983 as the 
"Year of the Bible." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the Unit~d States of America, in 
recognition of the contributions and influence of the Bible on our Republic and our people, do 
hereby proclaim 1983 the Year of the Bible in the United States. I encourage all citizens, each in 
his or her own way, to re-examine and rediscover its priceless and timeless message. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of February, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-three, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and seventh. 



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 

ANNE GAYLOR, 

Plaintiff, ) 

v. OPINION AND ORDER 
82-C-985-D 

RONALD REAGAN, President of 
the United States; 
97th Congress of the U.S.A., 

Defendants. 

This is an action for declaratory and injunctive relief, 

challenging the constitutionality of a proposed presidential 

designation of 1983 as a national ''Year 6f the Bible." 

Plajntiff has moved for a preliminary injunction ordering 

the President not to make such a designation, pending a 

final judicial determination of its constitutionality. This 

opinion and order are addressed to that motion. 

Jurisdiction is claimed under 28 U.S.C. §§1331 and 

1343. No basis for jurisdiction under §1343 is suggested or 

suggests itself. 

The Complaint 

In determining whether plaintiff enjoys standing to 

bring and to maintain this action, it is appropriate to look 

to the allegations of the complaint, liberally construed in 

plaintiff's favor. South East Lake View, Etc. v. Dept. of 

Housing, 685 F.2d 1027, 1034 (7th Cir. 1982). The factual 

allegations of this complaint may be summarized as follows: 
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The Congress of the United States has approved Senate 

Joint Resolution 165, Public Law 97-280, 96 Stat. 1211. (A 

copy of P.L. 97-280 is attached to the complaint. A copy is 

also attached to this opinion and order as Appendix A and 

made a part hereof.) There is a substantial likelihood that 

in response to the authorization and request embodied in 

P.L. 97-280, the defendant President will proceed "to 
, 

des~gnate 1983 as a national 'Year of the Bible.'" 

Plaintiff is a Wisconsin taxpayer, an adult resident of 

Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin, and president of the 

Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc., a national organization 

headquartered in Madison. That organization is dedicated to 

the principle of separation of church and state. If the 

President declares 1983 as a national year of the bible, the 

declaration will directly and substantially harm the ability 

of Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc., to carry out its 

f 
. 1/ 

unction.-

'bl' 1 h' . t'f' V Bi ica teac ings are unscien i 1c. Issuance of 

the presidential declaration will erode the ability of "our 

.,... 

!/No organization is a party to this action. That 
injury may befall a non-party is not a material fact. 

~/rn large part the complaint consists of a series of 
allegations that the plaintiff believes certain propositions 
(e.g., "plaintiff believes Biblical teachings are unscien
tific •..• "). Construing the complaint liberally, I take 
it to allege that those propositions are true (e.g., biblical 
teachings are unscientific). But it appears that plaintiff 
also means to allege that she is a person who holds a certain 
set of beliefs. 
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people--presumably, the citizens or residents of the United 

States--to deal effectively with individual, local and 

national problems and will negatively affect the future of 

the United States. The teachings of the bible contain 

violent sexist and racist overtones which potentially could 

encourage persons who rely on them to act in a manner 

harmful to plaintiff and others. If P.L. 97-280 is put into 
. 

effect it will become a strong tool in the hands of theocrats 

and religious revivalists. The inherent power and prestige 

of the United States government makes it very likely its 

citizens will be influenced by such a presidential declaration. 

Plaintiff is a non-theist. She believes that: biblical 

teachings are unscientific and represent a denial of the 

objective reality of nature; encouragement of the government 

to rely on these teachings will erode the ability of our 

people to deal effectively with individual, local and national 

problems and will negatively affect the future of our nation; 

the teachings of the bible contain violent sexist and racist 

overtones which potentially could encourage persons who rely 

on them to act in a manner harmful to herself and others. 

She personally finds repugnant these violent sexist and 

racial overtones. 

Plaintiff believes that if the President is not enjoined 

from executing P.L. 97-280, plaintiff's first amendment 

right to be free from laws respecting the establishment of 

religion will be violated. 3/ 

1/This latter statement of belief on plaintiff's part 
is repeated in various forms within the complaint. Whether 
a plaintiff believes that the constitution has a certain 
meaning is not a material fact. 
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Comment on Factual Showing 

Although it is to the complaint that I must look to 

determine standing, it is to evidence that I must look to 

determine whether plaintiff is entitled to a preliminary 

injunction. The complaint, unverified and signed only by 

plaintiff's attorney, as permitted by Rule 11, Fed. R. Civ. 

P., is not evidence. 'The material facts alleged in plaintiff's 

affidavit executed November 22, 1982 are evidence. Although 

I have not been expressly requested to take judicial notice 

of the content of P.L. 97-280 and its history, as they 

appear in exhibit A to the complaint and in appendix A to 

this opinion, see Rule 201, Fed. R. Evid., it is not unfair 

to the defendant President for me to consider that plaintiff 

has implied the request and I do take such notice. Similarly, 

although the burden of proof is upon the plaintiff, it seems 

not unfair to the defendant President to accept the repre

sentation by the United States Attorney _that the President 

did in fact approve and sign P.L. 97-280. In the course of 

informal oral independent inquiry which I have made to 

confirm that the President did in fact approve and sign P.L • .,,._ 

97-280, I have been informed that the President made a 

public statement explaining his action. However, I have 

deliberately refrained from further inquiry on that point, 

and I have no knowledge of the content of any such statement. 

I proceed on the basis that there is no evidence of record 

in this case that the President has issued any public statement 

concerning P.L. 97-280 and no evidence of the content of any 

-· 
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such statement, if one was made. Upon the basis of the 

entire record in this case and solely for the purpose of_ 

deciding plaintiff's motion for a preliminary injunction, I 

find as fact those matters set forth hereinafter under the 

heading "Facts." 

Facts 

Senate Joint Resolution 165 passed the United States 

Senate March 31, 1982, passed the House of Representatives 

September 21, 1982, and was signed and approved by the 

President on October 4, 1982. It thus became Public Law 97-

280 and appears at 96 Stat. 1211. It is probable that the 

President will issue a proclamation in some form designating 

1983 as a national "Year of the Bible." 

Plaintiff is an adult resident of the City of Madison, 

Dane County, Wisconsin. She is the founder and president of 

Freedom From Religion Foundation, an incorporated 1100- 

member national organization headquartered in Madison, 

Wisconsin. She has spent a large part of her adult life 

endeavoring to keep state and church separate in this 

country. As __ a non-theist, she believes that . biblical 

teachings are unscientific and represent a denial of objective 

reality of nature and that reliance upon them erodes the 

ability to deal effectively with problems. She believes 

that the teachings of the bible contain violent sexist and 

racist overtones and potentially could provide justification 

for people to act in a similar manner. 
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Opinion 

1. Standing 

In her complaint, plaintiff presents herself princi

pally as an advocate of the separation of church and state, 

as a constitutional theorist, so ~o speak. In this role, 

she is indistinguishable from a person w~o believes that the 

states should not unduly burden interstate commerce or a 

person who believes that the right of the people to keep and 

bear arms shall not be infringed. Perhaps more to the 

point, in this role she is indistinguishable from a person 

who believes, in the language of P.L. 97-280, that "renewing 

our knowledge of and faith in God through Holy Scripture can 

strengthen us as a nation and people," but who also advocates 

the separation of church and state and who would have opposed 

Senate Joint Resolution 165 and who would presently oppose a 

designation of 1983 as "the Year of the Bible." In this 

role, she appears to be merely a person interested in a 

problem, a concerned bystander, however intense may be her 

interest and concern. United States v. SCRAP, 412 U.S. 669, 

687 (1973};.Sierra Club~ Morton, 405 U.S. 727, 739 (1972). 

In such a role, she lacks standing. 

In her complaint, plaintiff appears also to allege that 

the biblical teachings are in fact unscientific and represent 

a denial of the objective reality of nature; that in fact 

reliance on those teachings erodes the ability of people to 

-
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deal effectively with problems; and that in fact biblical 

teachings contain violent sexist and racist overtones which 

can encourage persons who rely on them to act in a manner 

harmful to plaintiff and others. It is as if plaintiff 

seeks findings by the court that these propositions are 

true. But such propositions, whether true or false, are not 

material to this lawsuit based on the establishment clause 

of the first amendment. Whether an established religion is 

bad, unscientific, violent, sexist, or racist is immaterial. 

None of these allegations is relevant to plaintiff's standing 

to bring this action (or to any other issue in the lawsuit). 

However, with the benefit of the liberal construction 

which I am bound to accord the complaint, it may be read to 

present the plaintiff as a person who does not share a 

system of thought founded on the belief in one or more 

gods,!/ and thus as a person who is not an adherent of a 

"religion," within the meaning of the establishment clause 

of the first amendment, the teachings of which are to be 

found in "the Bible," as that term is used in P.L. 97-280. 

The question is whether these allegations, and only these 

allegations of the complaint, afford plaintiff standing to 

challenge the implementation of P.L. 97-280 by a presidential 

designation of 1983 as "the Year of the Bible." 

41see definition of "theism" in Webster's Third New 
· International Dictionary (1971). 

-· 
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It is familiar law that the first branch of the standing 

doctrine is jurisdictional and stems from Article III o{ the 

Constitution. That is, the plaintiff must allege "such a 

personal stake in the outcome of the controversy as to 

assure that concrete adverseness which sharpens the pre

sentation of issues upon which the court so largely depends 

for illumination of difficult constitutional questions." 

-
Baker v. Carr, 369 U.S. 186, 204 (1963). As corollaries to 

this constitutional test of standing, there are requirements 

that the personal stake, or threatened bona fide injury, be 

fairly traceable to the challenged condu~t and that the 

exercise of the court's remedial powers would redress the 

injury asserted. See Chayes, Foreword: Public Law Litigation 

and the Burger Court, 96 HARV. L. REV. 4, 22-26 (1982). 

So-called prudential limitations have been added by the 

Supreme Court. One is that the injury must be peculiar to 

the plaintiff or the group she represents, rather than one 

shared generally with the citizenry at large. Another is 

that the plaintiff_must ordinarily assert her own legal 

interest rather than those of other persons. Another is 

that the plaintiff's interest must be arguably within the 

zone of protection of the relevant constitutional provision. 

Id. See South East Lake View, Etc., supra, 685 F.2d, at 

1034-1036. 

Assuming for a moment that the personal stake or 

threatened bona fide injury is made out in the allegations 

of this plaintiff's complaint, it -is clear that such injury 

is traceable to the challenged conduct (namely the enactment 

of P.L. 97-280 and a presidential designation of 1983, in 

J 
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tandem) and that an injunction .,gainst the presidential 

designation would avert at lea ~~ some substantial portion of 

the threatened injury. It is ~ -~so clear that plaintiff is 

asserting her own interest as a "non-theist," although she 

necessarily asserts as well the interests of many others who 

do not adhere to that form of t.:1eism, the teachings of which 

appear in the bible. Also, the interest she asserts falls 

squarely within the protection of the establishment clause. 

The two serious questions relating to plaintiff's 

standing are: (1) whether she has made out a bona fide 

threatened injury; and (2) whether that ~njury is· peculiar 

to her or the group she represents, rather than one shared 

generally with the citizenry at large. 

The suggestion is that this is a tempest in a teapot 

because P.L. 97-280 and a presidential designation of 1983, 

in tandem, can be expected to have so little actual impact 

upon anyone. A decent respect for the legislative and 

executive branches bars acquiescence in this suggestion. 

The Senate and the House obviously regarded Senate Joint 

Resolution 165 as a matter of great moment. By his approval 

and signature, the President has demonstrated that he shares 

this view. _.l; may not assume that they consciously engaged 

in an idle pursuit, nor would it be seemly for me to find 

that they have erred in their assessement that the designation 

of 1983 as "the Year of the Bible" will have a real impact 

upon the lives of the people of the United States. It 

follows that the impact will be experienced not only by 

'those who already adhere to the teachings of the bible and 

-
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those who may be persuaded in 1983 and thereafter to do so, 

but also by those like the plaintiff who do not adhere and 

are unlikely to be persuaded. But the impact will vary as 

between those two broad groups. 

The boldness and aggressiveness of P.L. 97-280 cannot 

be ignored. It pronounces the bible to be "the Word of God" 

and it calls for the presidential designation of 1983 in 

recognition of our national need ~to apply the teachings of 

the Holy Scriptures." P.L. 97-280 represents a Congressional 

pronouncement--and, if the President makes his designation 

in the terms of P.L. 97-280--a pronouncement by the government 

of the United States that truth and virtue lie within the 

bible and that £alseness and evil lie without it. Theim

plication ✓ is so powerful as hardly to be described as 

implication, that those who fail or refuse to accept and to 

apply biblical teachings abide in falseness and evil. To be 
-

subjected to such reproach by one's government is to suffer 

bona fide injury. 

There may be a suggestion, too, that this kind of 

injury pales in contrast to injury to one's body or pocketbook. 

It is true that much of the Constitution is directed to the 

physical or~er, to tangible things and activety, such as_ 

commerce and currency and property. But the very opening 

words of the Bill of Rights are: "Congress shall make no law 

respecting an establishment of religion ••• II In the 

constitutional hierarchy, primacy is given to the life of 

the mind and spirit, to religion and to the absence of 

religion, to the values we shape for ourselves between birth 
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and death. To assign minor significance to injury to those 

values wrought by governmental censure is to misapprehend 

the Constitution. 

I hold that the threatened injury to plaintiff described 

in the complaint is bona fide, for the purpose of the 

standing doctrine. 

With respect to the remaining prudential test, the 

threatened visitation of opprobrium upon the plai_ntiff by 

her government is not peculiar to her. It is a threat 

directed to a considerable segment of our population. 

However, it is definitely not shared by the citizenry at 

large. Although statistics immediately available to me are 

not readily translatable in terms of adherence to the bible~ 

as "the word of God," the members of Roman Catholic and 

Protestant churches in 1979 constituted about 55% of the 

estimated total populatio~ of the United States. 6/ It can 

be assumed safely that a large portion of that 55% are 

persons who do accept the bible as "the word of God" and who 

are not threatened with governmental censure for non-adherence 

to that belief. 

I conclude that because the threat of injury here 

cannot fairly be considered as shared by the whole people of 

the United States, the plaintiff meets this portion of the 

standing test. 

~I assume throughout that the "bible" referred to in 
P.L. 97-280 . includes the new,tes.tarnent • 

. §./statistical Abstract of the United States, U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census (102d ed. 1981), p. 
53. 
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I conclude, more generally, that the allegations of the 

complaint, liberally construed, are sufficient to confer 

standing upon the plaintiff. 

2. Merits of motion for preliminary injunction 

The injury with which plaintiff is threatened is 
. 

serious. It would be irreparable. Once the President had 

designated 1983 as "the Year of the.Bible," incorporating 

the terms of P.L. 97-280, later efforts by him to repair the 

damage could hardly be totally successf~l. Remedies at law, 

such as money damages, would be unavailable. Nixon v. 

Fitzgerald, 102 S. Ct. 2690 (1982). On the other hand, 

unless I were to find as a fact, judicially, that the bible 

is indeed "the Word of God," from which I consider myself 

constitutionally prohibited, one or two years of delay in 

the designation of a "Year of the Bible" appear not unduly 

injurious to the defendant President, the Congress, and 

those who desire such a designation. 

Nevertheless, it is doubtful whether it is within the 

power of the national judiciary to intervene in advance 

of any act contemplated by the President and to exercise 

its injunctive power to forbid it. State of Mississippi 

v. Johnson, 71 U.S. (4 Wall.) 475, 501 (1886). Even assuming 

the judiciary enjoys the power anticipatorily to enjoin the 

President, who, with the Vice-President, is the only officer 

of the United States elected by the whole people, this is 

not the occasion for its exercise. 
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I have made plain my view that the issue here is grave. 

But what is missing is a virtual certainty that unless 

enjoined, the President will actually choose to designate 

1983 as "the Year of the Bible" and, more to the point, that 

if he does so, he will express the designation in an un

constitutional manner. 

As chief executive it is surefY within the power of the 

President to exhort the entire nation to mark 1983 as a year 

of reflection and contemplation. It is surely within his 

power to exhort the people of the United States in 1983 to 

draw upon those wonderfully rich and various wellsprings of 

tradition--ethnic, regional, religious, and non-religious-

from which they draw their strength and resolve. It is 
~ 

surely within his power to identify and to proclaim his own 

tradition and to express his respect for those differing but 

equally proud traditions. To accomplish such constitutional 

exhortation in the context of a "Year of the Bible" would be 

a remarkable feat. But doubt that he can perform it does not 

justify the exercise of the injunctive power of this court 

against the President, if such power exists. 

Order. 

It is ordered that plaintiff's motion for a preliminary 

injunction is denied. 

Entered this -23 tA.... day of December, 1982. 

BY THE COURT: 

-· 



PUBLIC LA \V 97-280-0CT. 4, l!:182 96 ST AT. 1211 

Public Law 97-280 
97th Congress 

Joint Resolution 
Authorizina and requmin1 the Preaidnt to proclaim 1983 u the "Year o( the Bible". 

Whereas the Bible, the Word of God, baa made a unique contribu
tion in shaping the United States as a distinctive and blessed 
nation and people; 

Whereas deeply held religious convictions springing from the Holy 
Scriptures led to the early settlement of our Nation; 

Whereas Biblical teachings inspired concepts of civil government 
that are contained in our Declaration of Independence and the 
C.Onstitution of the United States; · 

Whereaa many of our great national leaden-among them Presi
dents Washington, Jackson, Lincoln, and Wilaon-paid tribute to 
the 1urpaBSing influence of the Bible in our country's develop
ment, as in the words of President Jack.son that the Bible ia "the 
rock on which our Republic rests"; 

Whereas the history of our Nation clearly illustrates the value of 
voluntarily applying the teachings of the Scriptures in the lives of 
individuala, families, and societies; 

Whereas this Nation now faces great challenges that will test this 
Nation u it has never been tested before; and 

Whereas that renewing our knowledge of and faith in God through 
Holy Scripture can strengthen WI as a nation and a people: Now, 
the ref ore, be it 
&solved by tht &nate and Hou.st of Repruentativea of tM United 

Statea of Anurica in Cong,T88 asumbled, That the President is 
authorized and requested to designate 1983 as a national "Year of 
the Bible" in recognition of both the formative influence the Bible 
hu been for our Nation, and our national need to study and apply 
the teachinp of the Holy Scriptures. 

Approved October 4, 1982. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY-S.J. Rea. 166: 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 12:8 <1982): 
Mar. 31, conaidered and paaed Senate . . 
SepL 21, conaidered and ~ H01AN. 

0 
ll•ll'J 0 • 12 (lO'JI 

Appendix A 

Oct. (, 1982 
(S.J. Ra 166] 

Year o( tha 
Bible. 



YEAR OF THE BIBLE 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAJ1ATION 

Of the many influences that have shaped the United 

States of America into a distinctive nation and people, the 

Bible has been and continues to be preeminent. 

Deep religious beliefs stemming from the Old and New 

Testaments inspired the early settlers of our country, 

helping them to withstand great hardship and danger by 

providing the encouragement, sustenance, and guidance for 

them to persevere. Reverence for the Scriptures and their 

precepts ·helped forge a sense of common purpose among the 

widely dispersed colonies -- a sense of community which 

laid the foundation for the spirit of nationhood that was 

to develop in later decades. 

The Scriptures were the basis for the Founding Fathers' 

abiding belief in the inalienable rights of the individual 

rights grounded in the very essence of the Bible and its 

emphasis on the implicit worth of each of us in the eyes ·of 

God. This sense of man patterned the convictions of those 

who framed the English system of law inherited by our own 

nation, as well as the ideals set forth in the Declaratlon 

of Independence and the Constitution. 

For centuries the Bible has inspired such institutional 

and governmental expressions of compassionate outreach as 

private charity, the establishment of schools and hospitals, 

and the abolition of slavery. In case after case the roots 

of these actions lie unmistakably in the Scriptural teachings 

on compassion and love for our neighbor. 

Many of our greatest national leaders -- among them 

Presidents Washington, Jackson, Lincoln, and Wilson 

have recognized the influence of the Bible on our country's 

development and its importance to the survival of our form 

of government and our shared life as a people. The plain

spoken Andrew Jackson referred to the Bible as no less than 



2 

"the rock on which our Republic rests." Today our beloved 

America and, indeed, the world is facing a decade of 

enormous challenge. As a people we may well be tested as 

we have seldom, if ever, been tested before. We will need 

resources of spirit even more than resources of technology, 

education, and armaments. There could be no more fitting 

moment than now to turn again with gratitude, humility, 

and urgency to the eternal wisdom revealed to us in the 

writing that Abraham Lincoln called "the best gift God has 

ever given to man ... But for it we could not know right 

from wrong." · 

The Congress of the United States, in recognition of 

both the formative influence the Bible has been for our 

nation and our national need to study and apply the teachings 

of the Holy Scriptures, has by Senate Joint Resolution 

authorized and requested the President to designate the 

year 1983 as the "Yea~ of the Bible." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America, do hereby proclaim 1983 the Year 

of the Bible in the United States. I call upon all citizens, 

each in his or her own way, to search this Book of Books for 

the wisdom and guidance that over centuries have been a 

source of inspiration, strength, and blessing for ·mankind. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of ·, in the year of 

our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the 

Independence of the United States of America the two 

hundred and seventh. 

Ronald Reagan 
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F,VE '!:< I "F FO 
FREC UK~AND 
;,CL!.! f'.:.,undation of 
soutnern California 
633 so~tn Shatto Place 
Los Angeles, CA 90005 
{213) 487-1720 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR TBE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

REV. PHILIP ZWERLING, REV. JOHN CROSSLEY, 
JR., REV. JOHN A. HUTCHISON, REV. J. HUGH 
n -frJYS, DR. GERALD LaRlJE, MAXINE NEGRI, 
HERBE~1 LIVINGSTON, REV. RYO IMAMURA, 
KRISH ~A KAUR KHALSA, REV. GEORGE W. COLE, 
RABBI ALBERT LEWIS, RC..BBT. LEONARD I. BEER
~A~, ~ANTOR SIMON G. COHEN, MICHI NAKAYAMA, 
2LSON SNOW, and RICHARD KATO, 

Plaintitf.s, 

RO~ALD ¼. REAGAN, President of the 
Ut:!. ted ~::tates nf Ar.1erica f 

De fencian t. 

Plaintiffs a]legG: 

No. 

COMPLAINT FOR 
) DECLARATOR'/ RC:LI !·:F 
) 

) 

1. This is an "1ction arising un,jer. the First Arr:.8nd-

ment to the United States Constitution for declaratory relief 

p~rsuant to 28 u.s.c. §~2201 and 2202. This action challenges 

Pul:.:.l:Lc I..aw 97-280, a copy of which is attached to t h is conq;>laint. 

as Exhibit A, and the Fr~sidential Proclamation, "Year of the 

Bib.le, 1983, 11 a copy of 1·.'1i c h ~s attached to this c -:..w1pla~ ·t a~. 

Cxhjbit B, as violative : , f the establish~1en t e:laus,:: ~)f U; :.,-

' . 
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First ~~endment to the United States Constitution. 

2. This Court '.las jurisdiction o•.:er this ·1--::c;_,)n 

pursu~nt to 28 u.s.c. §1331. 

3. Venue lies in this Cou!."t pur.suz-.nt.: to ,::3 U.~::. 1
.::, 

s.l39l(e). 

4.Plaintiff PHILIP ZWERLING, a resi1~nt of Les Angeles, 

i 
I 

i 
. '1 '· I 
'-' 

ca.lifornj_a and a t.~xpayer, is the miniiste~ of thE:! First Uri~ta1:-i,:u1: 

Church of Los Angeles. Reverend Zwerling is not d Christian 

and does not accept the teachings of the Bible as the "Woe<: o:: 

God." Reverend Zwerling encourages his congregation to find 

reliJicus truths in many different religious writings and t~~di

tions. Accepting the Bible as the Word of G~d woLld inhihit th~ i 

purpose of the First Unitarian Church, which is to endeavor to 

~esist ~0rmalizing religion into ritual, culL o~ s~ct. 

d~nt cf ~as ~ngelas, Caljtcrnia, a Professor of Religion sl 

the UnJversity ot So~thern California and an 0rciained minister 

,:.;f t.hP ~Jn it.ed Presbyterian Church of thr: Uni~e<l Stat8:.; of 

de!"ltial Proclamcltion a:re substantially t:ru,~, but: beL:~ves :i·;: 

is '.'-i!'."cn9 for the Presid,::,nt t ,J rnc:ke it a ci.vi. c duty tc read r.he 

2:: Bi.ble, Reve!'."end Crossley beJieves th,':!t th...:: 'U nitec $1.:.:::t-ss of 
I 

2
, i 

-! ! 

i 
America 1s c1 plurali.stic .--.dt..i.c n wnich l)eJ.ielJC:'f; i,n t!-.e sep2.:r.atio n 

of church and state and which should never h~pns~atize the 

+,.,~ •·e t "ie ho 1 y te ,_. · t r,, i' r .. ··, :.~ ·,.-- r· •• ·.·!. ,.·.· 1u 1 a ·.r.· ,. ·- ' • c• 1· ...,,._ ,. - •• ,·, • · -~ • l ,· t - " I - ·" ,. - ~ -• • ,_ \:! .l. .J. ::-, • .. , , , '.;, d '. , u I. ( ; : : \ ,·;i ( t:': • . 
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preeminent text of the who1e nation damages him .:.r, two ways: 

first, it takes the Bible away from people who Be ho.ly tex (. it 

is and utilizes it for pclitical purposes, an~ secondly, it 

mak~s more difficult thi? b0neficial ecumenical. dialogue b<:tw,2;en 

peoples of all faiths who ~old different texts t0 be the ~ccd 

~- Plaintiff JOHN~- HUTCHISON is a t~xpayer, ~ res1~ent 

of Claremont, California, ?rofessor Emeritus of the Philcscpt~ 

cf R8ligion at the Claremont Graduate School and an ordain~d 

:-nird.s4::e.r of the United Presbyterian Cr:urch vi: the United St.::tes ~ 
cf ,t.,merica. Reverend !it.:tchison reads the Bible devotionally as I 

the word of God and also critically as a scholar. He believes 

that in this religiously µluralistic society, it is necessary 

for the largest religious group, Protestant Christians, to play 

fair and not ask for sp&cial advantages. He further believes 

that P,L. 97-280 and the P~esidential Proclamation do not pl~y 

fair in that they hypostatize one religious text, the Bible, and 

make it a civic duty to read it. Reverend rlutchison believes 

that he is damaged in seve,al ways by P.L~ 97-280 and tne ::,>..•r-:si

dential Proclamation: first, they encourage the least rati0nal, 

least critical fcrms of understanding of the Bible, while h~ has 

study of the Bib~e; second, they take the Bible away from ~ecple 

w,ht)Ge h,)ly text it is and utilize it for i-'Olitical purposes: 

third, they make more difficult the beneficial interfaith dia

logue between peo~le:s of ;:i.ll faiths who hold divergent te~ts to 

be the word of God. 

7. Plaintiff J. HUGH ANWYL, a resident of San Pedro, 

3 • 
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California and a taxpayer, is an ordained minister of the United 

church of Christ and President of th,J EcurnBrd.c .31 Fell ,"JwsLip, a 

member congregation of the United Church of Christ in Los Angeles 

California. Reverend Anwyl, as the minister of the Ecumenical r., 
,.., ·' ,__., 

Fellowship, works to promote ecumenjsm with his fellow non-

Christian journeyers on the religious guest. Reverend Anwyl 

believes that P.L. 97-280 and the Presidential Proclamation 

ignore the many faiths which have contributed and con~inue to 

contribu~e to this country and that their highlighting ot only 

th~: Christian faith impedes his efforts to promote ecurnenis,:1. 

Adjitio~ally, Reverend Anwyl believes that P.L. 97-280 and the 

Pres1dential Proclamation turn the Bible, a book he holds sc.cred, 

into a political ploy. 

S.Plaintiff GERALD LaRUE, Th.D., is the leader of the 

Ethical Culture Society of Los Angeles, California, which is 

associated with the American Ethical Union. Dr. LaRue is Emeri

tus Professor of Biblical History and Archeology at the Univer

sity of Southern California and a taxpayer and a resident of Los 

1~ 1 Angeles, California. Dr. LaRue, who is not a Christian, be-

lieves that the Bible is a collection of documents produced by 

the Hebrew, Jewish and Christian communities between 2000 to 

3000 years ago and that it has no authority except that which 

human beings give to it. Dr. LaRue does not urge the Ethical 

21 Culture Society , of which he is the religious leader, to read 

the BibJe as the "Word of God" or to extrac'.. from it any "mes-

2fi ' sage". Dr. LaRue believe~ that P.L. 97-28;J ::inc! he ?resi-l -::1.ntial 

27 Proclamation disadvant3ge Ethical Culturists by ign~~ing their 

2>,; be 1 iG f s, 

4. 
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g. Plaintiff MAXINE NEGRI, is the president of the H1.nn2:n

ist Society of Friends, an affiliate of the Al71~ricar. HunL1·;ist 

Association c-f which she is vice-president a!1d s,:ni,.,r co .n£elcr, 

and a resident and taxpayer of Los Angeles, Caiifornia. · : ·.1ma n ~ s t 

minister Negri believes that Hlllllanism is a scientif'.·.:: rel_:_:;i.on 

for a scientific age. She further believPs :hnt the Bihl~ 1s a 

man-written document and not the 11 Wcnd of God" and a;; su:.!, nas 

no religious authority. Hence, Ms. Negri does not enco~r~qe 

those who look to her for religious leadership to accept some 

parts of the Bible as moral authority for the way they le~d 

their lives, especially those portions which deal with the sub-

missive role of women. Additionally, Ms. Negri believes tnat 

governmi~ntal urging of Bible reading 1s an insensitive rlisservice: 

to persons of ether faiths. 
I 
! 
I 

10. Plaintiff HERBrRT LIVINGSTON is c: 1.-2 presi.dent oE 

Atheists United, a California nonprofit co~poration, and d ~esi-

d0nt and taxpayer of Los Angeles, Californi3. Mr. [ivinr~ton is 

a~ At~2ist and as such, believes that the Bibl~ is super~cJtjan 

and mythology. Mr. Lh·ingston does not b...::±.c: 01e in the e::istenr.::e' 

c•f. God arid therefore dv(•'?. not believe the Bible is :·.he ''Wei:;.:d ''-

Ced. 11 Mt:. Livingston clo.2s not enco:.:rage -~he Ar.heists w!·._r) ~ook 

feels singled out by vi~tue of his Atheism for disa~vantageous 

tre~tment through governmental approval of the Bible and thus 

di::=iapprova1 of his beliefs. 

11.Plaintiff RYO IMAMURA is a Jodo Shir:shu Buddh1.st., True 
\ 

Pure Land Sect, a taxpayer and a 
i 

resident of Alameda, California.: 

Reverend Imamura's relig~on does not acceot t.he Bi~le as the 

5 • 
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"Word of God," nor does he believe that it ~as a urnessage• which 

is important for Buddhists of his sect to r~c~ive. 

Imamura does not urge the Buddhists who look to him 

guidance to read the Bible. 

RJ~ve re i~d . i 
for spl r1 tua 1 i 

I 
I 
I 

12. Plaintiff K~usm,;A. KAUR KHALSA i.s ."I resident of Los 

Angeles, California, a taxpayer and the head mi~iste~, the 

:'lukhi.a 2arda.ni Sahib2 1 of the Sikh Dharm(:l of the Western ,lv,,lis-· 

;:'..10 .re !>:- r Los Angeles. ~A\.d,.hia Sardan i Sah iba !<hal~a. doeE =-:ot 

accspc ~he Bible as the ~word of God,": she jel;eves that t~e 

.stri Gur 1_: Grant.h Sahib is the emobdirnent of the Word of Ge-~ 

and a living teacher in ~ritten form, although she raspect3 

the right of Christians to believe in the Bible. Mu~hia Sardani 

sahiba Khalsa is offended by her government's ~rging her and 

the members of her congregation to read the Bible. 

J.3.Plaintiff GEORGE W. COLE. D. Min., is a resident 

Montebello, California, a taxpayer, an ordained minister of 

the United Presbyterian Church of the Unitec Stab.7s of .America '
i -· '· 

I 
! 

\, i ' 

and the i.rrur.ediat.e past Pr·esident of t.ht': Int~:::rr.eliqi.ou:::; Coun -2il ··-

of Southern California. Reverend Cele believes that the 01d 

anci Nev; Testaments ar~ both the Word of- God ,:l~:,j that P.L. 9'7-

280 a•vJ the Presidential Proclamation eli~1t hi :;; at:Li.rmati.::--;\ 

and contJ.nues to devote substantial effor t to :)uilding an :ntet·

tc>.ith r:cliqious comrr;unity in Southern C'c.1L.to r: n:..a., e~, effor.t 

which involves honoring other religious t~ 2rli~tons and experien-

ces outside the Judea-Christian community, ~~ aditic~3 and ~~pe-

riences w~ich have ::.:;ith ':'GTTuilltrnents bas ,:,J on nor.-Biblical 

scriptural roots. Rever~nd Cole has had to f ~ght ~gains~ 
I 

6 • 



1 

2 

a 
4 

,} 

6 

7 

s 

~· 
10 

11 

1i. 

1 · • 
.L. • -~ 

H 

F\ 

1'' q 

1 'i' 

j)'-; 

hl 

~f,I 

21 

~:! 

9•.• 
-•l 

i4 

·)':"' ••• J 

~!6 

•).-:' 
;..., 

2:--; 

I I 
I: 
l · 

ii 
l I 

I! 
1. 
! 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I : 
I_; 

I: 
: ' 
i ! 
: i 
'' 
l I 

' I 

'. 
' I: 

' i 
' 

: 

' 

community paranoia about Zastern and new religions as strange 

cul ts in building an interfaith re.lig ious community, and this 

endeavor has taught him to resist strong movements to decry the 

presence of other religions in this country. He is further 

convinced that more ec~menism is the religious future ot our 

country. Reverend Cole believes that when a clarion call comes 

from this nation's highest political office to read the Bible, 

giving rel1gious appe5l the weight of law, that his job of fos

tering mutual interfaith respect and understanding 1s made more 

difficult oecause such an appeal constitute~ an affront to those , 

-...Ji th faith conuni tments and experienc~s not rcoted ir. the Bible, 

an aff r ont which is difficult to overcome. As a Christi~n, 

Reverend Cole is himself affronted by the fedecal government's 

u:;L~ of '-ioly scriptures c,::ntra.l to his faith -2xperience as a 

polit~cal platform and the ex~loitation of h i s religious ~;mbols 

fer political purposes. 

14.Plaintiff ALB~RT LEWIS is a taxpayer, a reside~t of 

LoE An~eles, California, and Rabbi EmeritJs of Temple Isai.3h of 

Les Angeles. Plain ti ff L80NARD I. BEERMAN is a taxpayer, a 

re~ident cf Los Angeles, California and a Rabbi. Rabbi Lewis 

and R~bbi Beerman are Jews who believe that the Hetrew Bible, 

wh2t Christians refer to as the Old Testament, is holy. They 

also believe that the people who fo~nded this country intended 

that no civil authority should ever aid, abet or sanction any 

religicus observance whatsoever. Rabbi Lewis and Raobi Beerma~ 

Li,,,.l.i.eve that the use of the Bible ir. P.L. 97-280 and the Fr-3si-· 

dential Proclamation cre a tes a linka.ge political r ower 

and ccJigious power which is abhorrent because where such 

., 
I • 
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linkages have occurred, Jews as a peopl e have suffered. Rabbi 

Lewis and Rabbi Beerman further believe that where political 

authority has given religious authority the power to determine 

what is right as P.L. 97-280 and the PrEsidential Proclamation 

do, Judaism and all minority religions and their members have 

suffered. 

7 L 15. Plaintiff SIMON G. COHEN is a taxpayer, a resi-
j ! 

8 /: dent of Oakland, California and has served as cantor for 26 
J. 

9 I years in conservative Jewish congregations. Cantor Cohen is a , , 
' ' 
I 

10 
1 

Jew who believes that the Biblical Old Testament but not the 
i' 
I l 

11 ;. New Testament is the word of God. Cantor Cohen believes that 
I; 

12 I ' the Presidential Proclamation and P.L. 97-280 force him as a 
I I 

]~ Jew to point out that Jews do not consider the United States a 

1-1 Christian country nor do they consider the New Testament holy 

1~ : scripture. Cantor Cohen fears that the statement of his dis-

lli : agreement with P.L. 97-280 and the Presidential Proclamation 
' 
I 

17 : can only be resented by his Christian neighbors. Cantor Cohen 

Jf telie\es that P.L. 97-280 and the Presidential Proclamat:cn 

JV i have caused the federal government to turn its back on him and 

I 
211 : other non-Christians and non-believers who h-,ve ti1e rig :, t to 

i 
21 j call themselves good Americans with prioe which it i.s now 

2:! '. h2rd0r tor them to do. 

2
., ' . 
; } I 
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16. Plaintiff MICHT NAKAYAMA is a resident of Los 

Angeles, California, a taxpayer and a Shinto Buddhist. Ms. 

Nakayama believes that the Bible is great literature but is 

not the "Word of God" and is appalled that her President is 

urging her to read it in violation of her own religious 

belief .s. 

8 • 
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l ~, 
I • Plaintiff ELSON SNO~ is a resident of Ddly 

city, California, a taxpayer and the Engll3h editor of Wheel 

of Dhar-ma for the Buddhist Churches of America. Mr. Snow is a 

Jodo Shinshu Buddhist, True Pure Land sect, and as suchr doeci 

not accept the Bible as tne "Wend of God 11 nor does h<.? wi.:::h to 

be urged by his President to read a Christi':\~ book 1.r1 viol~~tio•, 

ow~ religious beliefs. 

P,:irk, 

18. Plaintiff RICHARD KATO is a res~dent t)f Mc,·;tr•re: ; 

C~lifornia, a taxpayer and an agnostic. Mr. W~to t~l:ev~s I 
t':.::lt it is impossible to know whether there is a Goa, giv'f :~ 

that n~ known religious w~itings including the Bible provide 

cc~crete evidence other than a basis in iaith for the existence 

of a m~nctheistic or polytheistic deity; many natur,::l 

i 

i 
I 
I 

phenomena such as healing have no single root causal • • I expJar:a ti.on i 

in fact, therety lending themselves to the rationalB that a 

deity is respcnsible. Hence, Mr. Kato does not believe that 
i 

the Bible is the "Word of God" nor does he wish to be encouraged j 

by his Prc::;ident tc r.ead a Christian book ir. violation of his 

own relig1c~s beliefs. 

19, Defendant RONALD REAGAN is the President of the 

20, During 1962 the United States Congress apprc ~ed 

P'..!b.:.L.: Law 97-280, 96 Stat. 1211, a joi.nt. r~:::.o::.utii::n of :r.e 

Sen~te ~nd the House o( ~epresentatiues a~thorizing and r 0-

~uasting the President ot the United States ~0 proclaim 

as the "Yeclr of the BiblG." P.L. 97-2~0 decla~es tne Bib {e. 

as distinct fr0rn 3ny other religious book, to be "the wo~d nf 

9 • 



1 
I 

1 
1· God," declares that n.rer.r?w3.ng our knowledg~ c:E o.r:d f .:d.th i11 
o I 

2 !: God t.hrcugh Holy Scripture can strengthen :..1 s ."IS a nat:icin end a 

people," and declares "our national need to study and apply the 

teachings of the . Holy Scriptures." Def•.:rndant Pr.esident Reagan 

D 
signed P.L. 97-280 on or about October 4, 1982. 

i: 

; . 
! 

I 
i 
I 
i 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I ti I I 21. P.L. 97-280 authorized and r.eq ,.:ested the Pre s id en :.1 

-I 
8 

Df the United States to designate 1983 as d national a.ye,-n· of 

ths Bible." 

! 
' I 

Di 22. On or about February 3, 19A3 pursuant to P.L. 97- i 
'I 

I ; 
10 :' , . 

I; 
ti 

lI ! l , 
I . 
I 

280, President Reagan issued a proclarnatior1 enti.ded "Year of 

the BibJ.e , 1983." In thi2 proclamaticn Presiden t Re.3.q;:rn "e:1-

J;} t:>; ;_,rn ne a.r:d rediscover its (the Bible's] pri c ele~s ar:d tim•-=~;_ess 

., -
.1•.l 

' )" -~. P.L. 97-280 singles out the Sible from all crher 

Hi spi r L:. :.: 9 ~ and rel ig iou~ teachings as the "Wcr~ o t Goe: ." T:--1s:: 

1 ~ Presidential Proclamation limits the definition of th8 Bi b le to 
·- I 

1~ t~e Christian Bible by specifying both the Old and ~ew Test ~-

1~} ments. Roth :?.L. 97-2l.:.C and the Presidentic.l P1: -:-: cla11i:1ticr-

~II st:ces~; the need for this nation tc read only the Bihl.•:: ar1,"! i-:-0c-

2 4. Plaintiffs believe thet P.L. i 
I 
I 

Prcclarnation of Februa~y 3, 1983 unconstituti0~~1 

2G ! St.:, tes Constitut i on. 

lO. 
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.3, 1983 . Some of the plaintiffs do not accept the Bible as the 

"Word of God" and cannot :read it for any "pr-icP.less and timeless 1 

messa~e" wit .bout violating their own non-::hristian religior1s and 

atneist beliefs. The non-Christian plaintiffs have been singled 

out f0r disadvantage~us treatment by P.L. 97-210 and the ?r~si

dential Proclamation by virtue of their minority religion ~tatus.! 

The J:on-Christian plaintiffs who are religious leaders surfer 

the additional harm of having the prestige and power of the 

United States of America endcrse the Christian Bib.le, ~ book 

whose religious teachings they do not necessarily erdorse to 

~hose who look to them for religious, spiritual and atheist 

leadership, and thus undermining that leadership. Tha Christian 

plaintiffs suffe r the harm of having their religious book, the 

Bible , us&d for political rather than religious purposes and 

_., .L,c :; ,,!:fer damage to their efforts to promct£' and engagF- :n 

bei ·:,::, fjcia l ecumenical di_,ologue with membt:"!rs of non-Christian 

faiths. 

26. An actual controversy exists in that plaintiffs 

allege that P.L. 97-280 and the Presidentiel ?roclamatio~ of 

February 3, 1983 violate the First Amendment. to the Unit.2 °,i 

States Constitution, while defendants allege to the contrary, 

and d<:! claratory re:lief will effectively '.H.1judicate the rights of 

the parties to this action. 

/// 

/// 

/II 

I 'I , I I 

/// 

11. 

I 

I 
I 

I 
' i 



i ' 

WHEREFORE, plaintiffs respectfully pray that this 

Court: 

( l) Declare P. L. 97-280 and the Presidential P:-ocla

mation of February 3, 1983; "Year of the 8i ble 1 198J," to hP. a 

violation of the est.:tbli.shment clause of the F'irst Amendment 

to the United States Constitution; 

(2) Award plaintiffs their costs and reasonacl~ 

8 I attorn e ys fees; 

(3) Grant such other and further rGlief 8S the 
I 

10 ; Court may deem just and proper. 
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~ATED: April 21, 1983 

l 2. 

EVE TRIFFO 
FRED OKRAND 

By E111 T,;fj; 
EVE TRIFFO 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 



YEAR OF THE BmLE-DESIGNATIO.N 

'-- !letoMwan -"-f:at.6 .a..a1 ....., .. .,. Iha~ • ,_.... 1.u • .,. ..,,_ •-. 
INWe" 

·1· Whereas. th~ Bible, the Word of God. l:w m~-t: 11 unique coutrlbu-
t.ior in :the.ping th, United &atee • a ~w.."tive ud bhnec' I r.11tion and people; 

I 
1Nherea3 deep!.~· held re~ioua convictiom e.prir,.g:i.ng from the Holy 

Scripttn·Es !~ to t.hu ae.rly eettlement cl' cur Nation; 
Wher~~ Biblirol ·..c.tci:i.ingn iDlpin.ld cor.u:tmt.a of civil ~nt 

I 
that at'(? con;,uued in our Declaration al Independence and lhe 
O.>nrftitutiori cf tht United Stat.m; 

Wb!i!?"'..iM .. '!ll!IlY r.,f ·':·!ll' great national Jwle~ them Preli-

I 
de12k W:>.!Jr.rin;~tn:.;, JacklOn, Lincoln. and Wilaon-paid tribute to 
t!1e ~:U.~'Jl~l~::g :...:1ue:nce of the B.ible ln oar coa.nirY'• dnelop-

1 
me:;r~ erJ m ,;,i'l~ r:(:•1'\U_ of PJaidant .Jacbcm tu, the Bible ii ''the 
r-r,~k on .,.~rich our Republic rests"; 

I Whie·r~ iliC! hwt..o:ry oz ou.r Nation dNrly ill.Ultnltle the ftloe of' 
: voh1::.1u.'.l'ily applying the teecbi:np ol the Scriy~ in the liWI of 

individ~ familitM, and IOC'letull; 
. WhtirtW this Nation now fa0II great. ch1U~ that will at tlWI 

NstS.on u it ha never boon ~ before; and 
Whereu that ronewing O'Jr lmowl.ap m and &.ith :n God through 

. Holy Scripture ca..'l strengtber.i mu a naticm ud a people: Now, 
1 therefore, be iL 

I Raol~ by ti,,, Senau and Houat G( &pra,en~ ol tiw Unilecl 
Sla~ of Amariru in ~ wm.bltld, 'l'bt tbe P-r.ident ii 

, authoriz.ed and roquOlisci "'dmipete 19138 • t natiauJ "Yw ::I 
the Bible" in reqnit.ion c! both the formatm infl,ance the Bible 
bu been for our NDtion, eDd OW' natiiJmal DNd to aad:y ud apply 
tbe Within.,~ of tht lioly Scrip&v.ra 

Approved Octooer •• 1932. 

l..llGI.'!LP. TI VI: a;r; i"CR"i ---8..J. U... i G.6: 

OONGR?So!ONAL nl-':X:X,R.D, Val m (1982): 
· 111ar. Cl, CO!J.11\:'1.~ o.oo i..-18euw. 

ill';,- :1, t:JZ1~~}m1cl c.:ll!Ci ~ Homa. 

96 STAT. 1211 



office of the Press Secretary 

FOB B.EiiBASE. AT 9:00 A.H. ES'!' Febrcary 3, 1983 

YEAR OF THE BIBLE, 1983 

BY ·ri-m PRESIDENT OF THE :JNITEO STATES OF J\IliiE!UCA 

A PROCLAMATION 

Of the many influences that have shaped the United States 
of America into a distinctive Nation and people, nor.e may be 
aaid to be more fundamental and enduring than the Sible. 

Deep religious beliefs stelM\ing from the Old :l!'ld New 
Testaments of the Bible inspired many of the ea.r.ly aettlers of 
our country, providing 'them with the strength, character, 
convictions, and faith necessary to withstand great hordship 
and danger in this new and rugged land. These shared beliefs 
helped forge a sense of common purpose among the widely 
disp':rsed colonies -- a gense of community which laid the 
foundation fer the spirit of nationhood that was to develop in 
lat.er decades. 

The Bible and its teachings helped form the basis for the 
Founding Fathers' abiding belief in the inalienable rights of 
the individual, rights which they found implicit in the 
Bible I s teachin.gs of the inherent worth and dignity of each 
indj.viduaJ.. This same sense of man patterned tbe convictions 
of tho.se. who framed the Engli5:'l aystem of law ir-,ht~r1ted by ou:: 
cwn Nation, as well as the ideals· set forth in tte t,'1cla::ation 
of Independence and the Constitution. 

For centuries t.he Bible I s emphasis o·,1 comp:':l.fJSi.:.n and love 
for e>tJr- :11:: icf1bor has inspire.:! institutional and gov:;?rnmental 
expressions of benevolent. m2treach such oa pri•,1~1:e r.harity, 
the ,;stabli shrnent of schools ~nd hospitals, ar.:c". ':. he abolition 
of s.i(;:\ ... ery .. 

Many of our greatest national leaders -- &"'n~~ac them 
Presidents Washington, Jackson, Lincoln, ~nd Wil8C; -- have 
recognized the influence of the Sible on our c0untrv 1 s 
d<:=:veloprr.er.t. The plainspoken An.drew Jackson ref .. ~.r:r;d to the 
Bible as no less than •the rock on which our Rf~!mblie rests. r. 
'l'cday our beloved America and, indeed, the wcrld; l ~ facing a 
decade of enormous challenge. As a people we mr.(:i' w~ll be 
testt?d a.$ we have selaorn, if ever r been tested before. We 
,dll need resources cf spirit even more than resources of 
technology, education, and ~rmaments. There could be no more 
fitting moment than no~ to reflect with gratitude,, humility, 
and urgency upon the wisdom revealed to us in the writing that 
1wraham Lincoln called "the best gift God has ever given to 
me.n , • • But for it we could not know right fr,:nn wrong.• 

mere 
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The Congress of the United States, in recognition of the 
unique contribution of the Bible in shaping ~he history and 
character of this Nation, and so many of its citi2ensf has by 
Senate Joint Resolution 165 authorized and requested the 
Presieent to designate the year 1983 as the "Year of the 
B.ibL~."' 

NCW r T~iEREFORE, I I RONi'\LD RE.AGAN, Presider1t of t'.'>a 
United States of l\lllerica, in recognition of t.he ccnt:i:-Lbut.i.:-·ns 
~nd inf lu.en<::e of the Bible on our Republic !'!nd ou::- p,t.ople, d,, 
:r,,=:: e'.:;,y prcc v~:.1:1 198 3 the Year cf the Bible in the 
Unitsd Etate~. I encourage all citizens, p3ch in ~iE or h~r 
own ·:;;a;. t ,,_, t·eexarnine and redii,-Jcover its pricel,::'..~J~ a,,ct 
timele~s ru~6sage. 

7N WI'.l.'NZSS ~"HEREOF', I havt: hereunto set my r ,,:':!"~d ·,-his 
thir (: day of February, in the year of o'J.r !.,o .. :d 
nineteen h~~dred and eighty-three, and of the In J 0?endenc~ of 
the tJni b:d St.2. tes of America the two hundred and Bi.!\tr-::nth. 

RONALD REAGAN 




