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Font Collins Cbnistian Centen 
516 Crestmore Place• Fort Collins, Colorado 80521 • Phone (303) 484-3494 

Richard B. Rhodes, Pastor 

October 13, 1981 

Mr. Martin Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell, 

Concerning the forcible closing of Faith Baptist Church in 
Louisville, Nebraska. 

The church, which operates a school ministry concomitant and 
colocated with other church ministries, has been padlocked by 
the County Sheriff, because the pastor refuses to comply with 
arbitrary State School Board regulations. 

The U.S. Supreme Court refused ~0 hear the case this fall, so 
our only hope is that you will bring this to President Reagan's 
attention for some Chief Executive Interest. 

Please help: we need to preserve our First Amendment Rights 
to the free expression of worship wherever they are in jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

John E. Dubler 
Pastor 

JED/jh 

A Local New Testament Church 
Preaching and Teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
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CALVARY APOSTOLIC ACADEMY 

5900 E. YALE AVE. 

DENVER, COLORADO 80222 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

33 Winding Woods Way 
Pasadena, Maryland 21122 
November 27, 1981 

Please convey to President Reagan the concerns of myself and my 
family, regarding the appalling situation ongoing in Louisville, 
Nebraska since December of last year. As I am sure you know, the 
Faith Baptist Church has been prevented by state authorities since 
that time from operating their church school. The building itself 
has even been padlocked for a time during the week, in order to 
deny the use of the building for purposes other than Sunday worship. 
One may expect this sort of suppression of religious freedom by the 
state in a totalitarian regime such as is found today in Eastern 
Europe, but it is especially heartbreaking and disturbing to hear of 
such developments in the United States of America. 

It seems to me that Pastor Sileven and his church are operating 
within their First Amendment rights in setting up and running a church 
school. To my knowledge there are thousands of churches operating 
schools all over this country without state interference--just like 

. Pastor Sileven was doing. I simply don't understand why he's been 
made a target. The implications of this action by authorities in 
Nebraska, however, go far beyond the boundaries of Louisville. For 
this very reason, I appeal to the President to take some form of 
action. 

Please advise of the President's position on this matter, as 
well as any forthcoming action that may be planned. Thank you in 
advance for your assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~-~ 
ALLAN B. CHILLA 
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Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Asst. to the President 
Whitehouse 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell, 

November 2J, 1981 

Please make known to Mr. Reagan my concerns, along with 
those of our parents and families, regarding the aphalling 
circumstances in Louisville, Nebraska. As I am sure you 
know, the Faith Baptist Church has had its doors padlocked 
for several months. Frankly, sir, this kind of action has 
the air of a police state, and it is sending chills down 
the spines of many. 

Pastor Sileven and his church are positively operating 
within their constitutional rights in operating their church 
school. I might add that there are literally thousands of 
churches operating schools without state interference as 
was Pastor Sileven. The implications of this act certainly 
go far beyond the boundaries of Louisville, Nebraska, and for 
t his reason I implore Mr. Reagan to take some fo r m of action . 

Please inform me of forthcoming action. 
your time and help. 

Sincerely, 

Thank you for 

Christopher R. Peeler 
Principal 

80,L(J}fifftdMYt ~ ~ -~ - 2~q~2 
30~ - 544 - ~882 
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[fu®lf ~(fu Fourth Street at Wood 
P. 0. Box 576 
Clearwater, Kansas 67026 

December 7, 1981 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
The Whitehouse 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwells 

(316) 584-6708 

Rev. Ron Pennock, Pastor 

We are writing to tell you of our concern because of the at­
tack on the Christian schools in our great country. The re­
cent battle in closing the church doors and Christian school 
in Louisville, Nebraska, was shocking and saddening. 

We are praying for President Reagan in his leadership of our 
country, and we are asking that he will do everthing within 
his power to prevent any further attack on our freedom to wor­
ship and educate our children in Christian schools. 

We appreciate the freedom of our great land, and it concerns 
us greatly to lose these things which our country was built 
upon. Let's keep America the greatest land in the world! 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Ron Pennock 

REP:lp 

"Home of Ninnescah Christian School" 
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& tirockett pti~t <!burcb 
1:J} 1983 BROCKETT ROAD • UCKER, GEORGIA 30084 

(.7 REV. DON PYE, PASTOR 

~~ . 

~ ~ 
December 18 , 1981 

Mr . Ronald Reagan, President 
United States of America 
c/o: Mr . Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant 
'ilifhi te House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear President Reagan : 

BROCKETT CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

CHURCH PHONE: 938-5945 

SCHOOL PHONE: 938-2709 

The enclosed letters were written by some of our students after they 
were read an article concerning the closing of another Christian School 
in Louisville, Nebraska. 

e know that you profess to be a born-again believer and we would like 
you to know that we pray for you daily . God has allowed you to be in 
your position of authority and can and will direct us if we will only 
seek His will and listen for His direction . 

We will continue to pray for you and hope that in some way you will be 
able to assist the Pastor of Faith Baptist Church , if only in your 
prayers . 

Sincerely in Christ , 

1:h- W--f7-
Don H. Pye 
Pastor 
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F. EC1\\ '--\l::: C ARTHUR 
1544 CANTERBUR Y DR . 

SHELBYVILLE . IN 46176 

( 317 ) 392-4831 

B1-BLE METHODIST CHURCH 

1530 S . MILLER ST . 

SHELBYVIL LE . 1N 46176 

( 317 ) 398-8716 

Oetobek 26, 1981 

Mk. Maktin B£aek.we££ 
Speeia£ A-M.-lJ.)tant to the Pke/2ident 
White HoMe 
WMhington, V. C. 20500 

It hM been bkought to my attention that a Chukeh in Lou-l6vi££e, 
Nebka/2ka hM been padfoQked. Th.-lJ.) aetion ha/2 been cakkied out by 
the Nebka/2ka Vepaktment 06 Edueation. A/2 I undek/2tand it, the 
.-lJ.)/2ue involved .-lJ.) that PMtok Evekett SUeven 06 the Faith Bapwt 
Chukeh doe/2 not have h,(_}.) Chk.-lJ.)tian Sehoo£ £ieeMed by the State. 

We believe veky /2tkong£y in the /2epakation 06 Chukeh and State . We 
a£/2o have a veky 6ikm convietion that it i/2 oUk Bib£iea£ ~e/2poMi­
bi£ity to edueate OUk childken. I Ukge you to do a££ within yoUk 
powek to /2ee that th.-lJ.) aetion .-lJ.) kevek/2ed. I /2tkong£y kecommend 
that unie/2/2 the NebkMka Vepaktment 06 Edueation kevek/2e/2 the /2it­
uation, the Fedekai Goveknment withhold a££ Fedeka£ Education Funding 
6kom Nebka/2k.a. 

ljOUk/2, 

Edwakd Akthuk 

PRESERVATION C 



Mr . Martin Blackwell 

October 27, 1981 
Greg and Kathy Moyer 
Route 1 Box 62 
Pembine, Wio 54156 

Special Asst. to the President 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell, 

I would like to express my deepest concern over this 
matter of Church vs. Sta te; namely Faith Baptist Church 
in Louisville, Nebraska . I am very disturbed at the 
thought of our religious freedom as citi zens of the 
United States of Americ a being taken away. We, the peo-
ple have a God given ri ght to attend church any day of 
the week , aa well as on Sunday . In my own life , there is 
not a day in the week that mys elf or members of my family 
are not in the house of God. rvm sure you agree with 
this God given right . I have learned through the media 
that Faith Baptist Church in Louisville, Nebraska has been 
pad-locked , only to be opened for church on Sunday. This is 
outrageous! This is in direct violation to what our 
great country wa s founded on. I am certa in you are not in 
favor of this ungodly measure . Ann Campbell, Federal Education, 
is undermining Christian schools across America ; she has 
vowed to close every last one. Are we going to let her do 
this? Our children are the up-coming leaders of America; 
we have a responsibility to teach them to be responsible 
citizens and leaders . 

Concerning Christian schools , it is also a God given right 
to be abl e to send our children to a school where they 
will get the best education possible, and to be allowed 
to worship God at their place of training . We, as parents, 
are directly responsible to God for the proper training 
of our children . Proverbs 22:6 says, "Train up a child in 
the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not de­
part from it" . This is a promise from God . Our forefathers 
sought God and His word, the Bible, for wisdom in leading 
our great nation. Our children must not be denied this same 
freedom . It is not possible to tea ch my children in Gods' 
light in a public school where secular humanism is t a ught . 
Reali z ing the difference between a preferenc e and a convic­
tion, this is my conviction. 

Mr. Blackwell, God has placed y ou in a p osition of author­
ity . I am confident tha t you will not a llow the freedoms 
of the pe ople in our great nation to be violated any longer. 
Thousands of people in my area are standing in prayer with 
Faith Baptist Church (and other Christian schools facing 
harrassment) and are confident God will have His way in 

this seri ous matter . 

In Christ, 

rrit. ~ 111b. !P11 m~"' ~ 
Mr. and Mrs. Greg) Moyer a:nd Family 

., 



• 
"THE MURPHY MAN" 
JIM JOHNSON 
RR 1 BOX 145 - TIPTON, IA. 52772 
PHONE (319) 946-2850 

October 26, 1981 

Mr. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Recently the Supreme Court of these United States refused to hear 
a case involving the Faith Baptist Church of u:>uisville, Nebraska, 
and its pastor, Everett Sileven. This is a tragic mistake, as a 
constitutional freedom is at stake that will have an affect on 
every church in America. 

On September 13, of this year the church doors of the Faith Baptist 
Church of u,uisville, Nebraska, were chained shut and padlocked 
by an official sworn to uphold the Constitution , Cass County Sheriff 
Fred Tesch. This action was ordered by District Judge Raymond Case. 
The crime? Conducting a Christian educational ministry without 
a state license and state certified teachers. 

Mr. President, this date of September 13, 1981 will record the darkest 
and most frightening day in the annals of religious freedom in 
America. I regret that it has come during the administration of a 
President I helped elect to office. I see this action as a mar on 
the record of my President and myself. I believe you to be a 
man of God, I look for you to prove that true in the next few 
years. 

Sir, here is an opportunity to stand for God and righteousness. 
Would you please intervene personally in this case and force the 
Supreme Court to hear this case? The First Amendment to the 
Constitution and its freedoms hang in the balance. 

I will anxiously await your replyto this letter. 

Praying for you, 

SALES AGENT, THE THOS. D. MURPHY CO. LINE . RED OAK, IOWA 




