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De - 17, 1983

The Honorable Ronald Reagan, President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

We, the undersigned, are deeply concerned about the documented
violations of the civil rights of Christian citizens of Nel ska
where twenty-six (26) churches are in jeopardy because manc >ry
state approval of their inistries would violate their religious
convictions and their constitutional rights.

As you are aware, sven (7) fathers ! re been jailed since the
day before Thanksgiving. _.e wives of the¢ =2 Godly men, the:
twenty-three (23) children, and their school Supervisor with
her six month o0ld nursing son, have been forced to flee as
fugitives from their homes and their state.

Mr. President, these men are in jail only because of their re-
ligious beliefs and we are convinced that you and millions of
Americans are deeply grieved at the plight of the¢ 2 God- =aring
people.

We urgently request that you initiate a ~ "1 investigation of
the abuse of the constitutional rights of these our brothers
and sisters, or take whatever appropriate action you .might deem
necessary to provide immediate relief so that these families
can be reunited in their homes during this Christmas season.

Sincerely and respectfully yours,

APPROVED FOR SIGNATURE BY THE FOLLOWING:

Rev. Jimmy Swaggart Dr. W: liam R. Bright
iton Rouge, La. San Bernardino, Ca.

Dr. D. James Kennedy . Rev. Jerry Falwell

Ft. Lauderdale, Fl. Lynchburg, Va.

Dr. James T. Draper Dr. Tim LaHaye

Ft. Worth, Tx. San Diego, Ca.

-2. Charles St 1ley Dr. .3 ..owe

Atlanta, Ga. Wheaton, Il.

(partial listing only)









THE WHIT™ HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 20, 1983

I""""ORANDUM TO: MORTON C. T'" "CKWELL
FROM: William Cattan W~
SUBJECT: Washington protest for Faith Baptist Church

&

This past Thursday, December 15, a protest was held
in Lafayette Park by supporters of Dr. Everett Sileven,
Pastor of I' 'th Baptist Church, 1isville, Nebraska, and
the seven 1 1bers of his church who were jailed November
23 on contempt of court charges.

The National Park Police estimated the crowd at 500,
and perhaps a quarter of those there had made the trip
directly from Lousiville. The rest of the crowd were mainly
Baptists from churches all over the east coast (Massachusettes
to Florida) and the mid-western states.

During the opening of the protest all of the Pastors
and lay representative of religious organizations intro-
duced themselves, and there were about 65 individual chu: 1€
represented.

The main point of most of the posters and speeches was
to draw an analogy between Christian persecution in the Soviet
Union and what they saw as the rising spector of Christian
persecution in America. One poster queried: "How is Nebraska
like Russia. Answer: they both have Nebraska corn and Chr: tian
persecution."

The judge who ordered the arrest warrents for the seven

men presently in jail, and the Governor of Nebraska, came in
for the most criticism, with President Reagan a close third.
The criticism of the President was two-fold. First, the pro-
testers said that they, and other Christian evangelicals, o=
although appreciative of all that the President had done
for them in the past, felt that the real test of his friendship
would come in this situation when the chips were really down
and indiyidual freednma were at+ ctiake. - o ) )

n the tl ant

ie ;5 ci1i 19, for example, the Carter Administration's
intervention in Nebraska courts when litigation was taking place
over the State's decision on the extension of the ERA.

The protest lasted several hours, and was orderly and without
incident. Following the protest, ten of the religious leaders
met with Secretary of Education Bell.



























THE WHIT™ HOL

WASHINGTON
December 23, 1983

MT"ORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITY EY

THROUGH : Jack Courtemanche
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell 72X
SUBJECT: Nebraska School Situation

I receiv 1 this packet [ :ember 23rd frt Pastor Carl Godwin
of Lincoln, Nebraska. This contains more detailed inform:
tion than we have had before about the many Christian schools
in conflict with state education authorities in Nebraska.

MCB: jet

1 Attachment a/s

TMORANDUM TO THE FILES:

This same memorandum was sent to: T. Kenneth Cribb,
Charles O'Malley
Wm. Bradford Reynolds
Lilly Hav enfluck
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and subject rields or areas £ s; i lization for
which the applicant 2s specifically prepared to

tcach and that the slicant has (1) baccalaurecatoe
cegree, (2) satisfactorily completed the

institution's program for teachi (3) met all

ott : appropriate requ ements ot the institution,
Certificate shall indi te tl 1de levels,
subject , subject fields, or 5 of
specialization for which the holder was

s :wcifically preparx 71 a standard stitution of
higher education or orized y the Board to

teach, counsel, supervise and administer.



























































