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December 17, 1983 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan, President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

We, the undersigned, are deeply concerned about the documented 
violations of the civil rights of Christian citizens of Nebraska 
where twenty-six (26) churches are in jeopardy because mandatory 
state approval of their ministries would violate their religious 
convictions and their constitutional rights. 

As you are aware, seven (7) fathers have been jailed since the 
day before Thanksgiving. The wives of these Godly men, their 
twenty-three (23) children, and their school Supervisor with 
her six month old nursing son, have been forced to flee as 
fugitives from their homes and their state. 

Mr. President, these men are in jail only because of their re
ligious beliefs and we are convinced that you and millions of 
Americans are deeply grieved at the plight of these God-fearing 
people. 

We urgently request that you initiate a full investigation of 
the abuse of the constitutional rights of these our brothers 
and sisters, or take whatever appropriate action you .might deem 
necessary to provide immediate relief so that these families 
can be reunited in their homes during this Christmas season. 

Sincerely and respectfully yours, 

APPROVED FOR SIGNATURE BY THE FOLLOWING: 

Rev. Jimmy Swaggart 
Baton Rouge, La. 

Dr. D. James Kennedy 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fl. 

Dr. James T. Draper 
Ft. Worth, Tx. 

Dr. Charles Stanley 
Atlanta, Ga. 

(partial listing only) 

Dr. William R. Bright 
San Bernardino, Ca. 

Rev. Jerry Falwell 
Lynchburg, Va. 

Dr. Tim LaHaye 
San Diego, Ca. 

Dr. Ed Rowe 
Wheaton, Il. 



GEORGE HANSEN 
$1:COND DISTltlCT, IDAHO 

1115 LONGWOOITH BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D .C. 20515 

TEL, : (202) 225- 5531 
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~ongress of tbe mtnittb tetates 
~oust of l\tprt.stntatibt.5' 

majbington, 119.<tC. 20515 

December 19, 1983 

The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

IOAHO DISTlllcT 0t'P'ICU1 

UPPER SNAKE RIVER VALLEY 
Box 740, loAHO FALLS, IOAHO 13401 

TEL. : 523-5341 

SOUTHEASTERNIDAHO 
250 S . 4TH, Su1n: 220 

f'ocATELLO, IOAHO 83201 
TEL.I 236-15980 

MAGIC VALLEY 
1061 BLUE LAKES BouLEVARO Notrnt 

TWIN FALLS, IOAHO 113301 
TEL.: 734-64611 

WESTERN IDAHO 
442 BoRAN FEDERAL BUILDING 

304 NORTH 11TH STOIEff 
Bots£, IDAHO 83701 

TEL.: 334-1871 

The enclosed letter to you from many key leaders of the nation's 
religious community is a humanitarian appeal for help to gain 
relief for those beleaguered Nebraska families caught in one of 
the most touching human dramas in our history involving religious 
conscience. 

This matter has been brought to your attention time and again 
over the past few years but never under the heartfelt circum
stances of seven families torn from each other and their homes 
with the fathers in jail and the mothers and their 23 children 
in flight as fugitives. 

Mr. President, I know we strongly agree on the principle of 
state sovereignty within its own jurisdiction and especially 
state and local control over matters of public education. 
However, it is distressing that a situation touching the re
ligious conscience of parents and the intimate fabric of the 
family should also be viewed by the federal government as solely 
a matter of local concern, ignoring the implications of damage 
to freedom of religion as we have all understood it to be pro
tected by the First Amendment. 

Further, serious mishandling and delays by the state in this 
case have raised questions in the entire religious community 
as to how local a situation this could be. I need not remind 
you that last Thursday another Nebraska minister, a Reverend 
Robert Gelsthorpe, was sentenced to a daily fine and continued 
daily imprisonment. The religious community perceives a daily 
$200 fine levied directly against a church as far from a local 
matter in its impact and as a precedent. 
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Surely, Mr. President, the technical issues regarding the educa
tional well-being of children can be resolved at the appropriate 
levels of government and in the proper forums without devastating 
the homes and families involved. 

Senators Orrin Hatch, Roger Jepsen, and Bill Armstrong have to
day joined me in a strong request for your personal involvement, 
as a charitable man and strong proponent of religious and family 
values, to encourage the appropriate authorities to make an 
immediate effort to bring the families back together in their 
homes, especially so that they might share their Christmas with 
one another. 

Many key public officials, spiritual leaders who communicate 
weekly with tens of millions of Americans and citizenp across the 
nation of all denominations have for several weeks appealed for 
help for these people. And those who have prepared the enclosed 
letter are themselves receiving strong petitions of concern from 
their own constituencies that something be done for the relief 
of these families whose lives have been so tragically disrupted. 

Mr. President, I have visited the jail and the wives and children. 
They would be most grateful for your assistance. And, I have 
visited with each of the Religious leaders signing the enclosed 
letter, all of whom wanted to meet with you in person to enlist 
your personal involvement 'in the spirit of the Christmas season 
in ending the plight of these suffering families. 

Sincerely, 

.. 7L 
SEN 

of Congress 

GVH: jg 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA SH I NG TON 

December 20, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: MORTON C. BLACKWELL 

William Cattan ~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: Washington protest for Faith Baptist Church 

This past Thursday, D~cember 15, a protest was held 
in Lafayette Park by supporters of Dr. Everett Sileven, 
Pastor of Faith Baptist Church, Louisville, Nebraska, and 
the seven members of his church who were jailed November 
23 on contempt of court charges. 

The National Park Police estimated the crowd at 500, 
and perhaps a quarter of those there had made the trip 
directly from Lousiville. The rest of the crowd were. mainly 
Baptists from churches all over the east coast (Massachusettes 
to Florida) and the mid-western states. 

During the opening of the protest all of the Pastors 
and lay representative of religious organizations intro
duced themselves, and thepe were about 65 individual churches 
represented. 

The main point of most of the posters and speeches was 
to draw an analogy between Christian persecution in the Soviet 
Union and what they saw as the rising specter of Christian 
persecution in America. One poster queried: "How is Nebraska 
like Russia. Answer: they both have Nebraska corn and Christian 
persecution." 

The judge who ordered the arrest warrents for the seven 
men presently in jail, and the Governor of Nebraska, came in 
for the most criticism, with President Reagan a close third. 
The criticism of the President was two-fold. First, the pro
testers said that they, and other Christian evangelicals, 

al~hough appreciative of all that the President had done 
for them in the past, felt that the real test of his friendship 
would come in this situation when the chips were really down 
and individual freedoms were at stake. Secondly, they rejected 
the claim that the Justice Department could not get involved 
in State issues citing, for example, the Carter Administration's 
intervention in Nebraska courts when litigation was taking place 
over the State's decision on the extension of the ERA. 

The protest lasted several hours, and was orderly and without 
incident. Following the protest, ten of the religious leaders 
met with Secretary of Education Bell. 



WILLIAM BENTLEY BALL 

JOSEPH G . SKELLY 

PH ILI P J . MURREN 

RICHARD E . CONNELL 

SANDRA E . W ISE 

MICHAEL CHEREWKA 

\ \ 

December 29, 1983 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Office of Public Liaison 

LAw OFFICES 

BALL & SKELLY 
5 11 N . SECOND STREET 

P . O . BOX 1108 

HARRISBURG , PENNSYLVANIA 17108 

Room 191 Old Executive Building 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

TELEPHONE 

AREA CODE 717 

232 - 8731 

I fear you may have been nonplussed over my reception 
of your good news that Mr . Pendleton had gone to Nebraska . I 
wax "emphatic" in discussing the Nebraska situation because of 
my deep sense of the wrong which has been done to Christian 
people there, my absolute certainty of what is needed to be done , 
and a sense of annoyance over the ignorance that surrounds the 
situation. 

Over the years I have functioned in a good m~ny areas 
of public law - representing, for example , Texaco and ~ izer in 
this state in matters involving environment,state regulation , etc. 
But the fundamentalist school cases are something special. They 
are really on the cutting edge of our American liberties , because 
they involve what the future citizenry shall be and very basic 
questions relating to free expression and families. I cannot 
manage to regard them casually . 

Do accept my apology if I seemed in any way critical 
of your good offices. Not so intended! 

William B. Ball 

WBB:kav 

Enclosures 

l 



av -C 
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\ \J:,rk Wood" ard. Ed1torial Page Editor 

--rditorial 

T en 
With a stroke of the pen this week. Judge 

Conrad Cyr upset some important assump
tions held by state school policymakers 
about the regulation of private schools. His 
decision in Bangor Baptist Church vs. the 
Slate of Maine may be narrow in that he did 
not address lofty constitutional issues. but 
it will be far reaching in its impact. It will 
force the state to reassess its relationship 
with private schools, and in so doing should 
force it to consider the even more funda
mental question or how to ensure minimum 
quality in all schools. 

During the lengthy trial in U.S. District 
Court, Christian school officials argued that 
their schools are arms of their churches, 

· · and that state control of teacher certifica
tion and curriculum violates religious free
dom. State officials raised an equally valid 
legal principle, namely that the state has a 
legitimate interest in maintaining some 
minimal level of educational quality as long 
as it does not infringe on religious and other 
First Amendment rights. 

Judge Cyr chose not to base the major 
portion of his decison on those arguments. 
Instead, he said state officials are misinter
preting state laws by trying to shut down 
Christian schools that do not submit to the 
approval process. In saying so, he has ren
dered school approval a voluntary process 
in educational matters, although he left the 
door open a crack for state officials to in
voke truancy laws against parents, a path 
they have rejected to date. 

State officials are pondering their next 
step. They can appeal the case to a higher 
court. Or, they can prosecute some parents 
under truancy laws, in the hopes of fright• 
ening off the schools' clientele, an unlikely 
prov.::t. Or, they can try to have the laws 
rewr1tten to reflect their interpretation of 
what it should say about closing recalci
trant schools. These courses have "grave" 
constitutional implications. 

One other option: They can throw up their 
hands and walk away from the mess. 

But nothing can happen of value until 
state education policymakers get their own 
house in order. It's clear from the sharp 
wording of some passages in Judge Cyr's 
decision that the state might have lost the 
ca e a ) ·ay e en i[ the law had been un
ambiguous, because of the freedom-of-reli 
gion questions raised by forc ing a religious 
school out of business. 

Friday . December 23 . 1983 

Wayne Reilly . A:,sist,rn t Editor 

xtstep 
A major proble, is the state cannot 

prove that certification and curriculum 
standards ensure a minimal quality or secu
lar education. They don't in public schools. 
They don't in private schools. In fact, stan
dards that take into account processes such 
as the number of college courses taken by a 
teacher or the number of required courses 
in a curriculum do not tell us anything at all 
about quality. They only tell us about 
quantity. 

The only standards that tell us about 
quality are those that evaluate a school's 
product, and so far state officials and many 
local school officials have shown disregard 
for that fact - in private or public schools. 
Even when ,Christian school officials of
fered lo report the results of standardized 
test scores to the state if they could be 
exempted from school approval standards, 
the offer was refused by state officials. 

The state has a legitimate interest in the 
secular portion of a child's education. But 
the tools it Is currently using to measure 
quality are ill-suited for the Job. 

That's why the state's zealous pursuit of 
this case has struck a tinny note from the 
start. Harassing law-abiding and responsi
ble school officials and citizens who wish to 
send their children to schools that are prob
ably doing a good job by any reasonable 
standard made little sense to begin with. 

Now, Judge Cyr tells us these school offi
cials and citizens are not even breaking the 
law, and that Maine's scheme of compul
sory education has been "historically en
lightened" until this attempt to re-interpret 
its meaning. State officials should think 
twice before continuing on the current tack. 
One can agree with their actions in princi
ple, as we have in the past, but tlleir targets 
and tools lack credibility. 

Not until they clearly define objectively 
sensible minimal standards of quality and 
provide the tools to measure those stan
dards will they act in a way that will pass 
both judicial and citizen muster. 

As ror private schools, let them compete 
in the marketplace. We believe that parents 
who take the time to shop around for a 
school are perfectly able to compare their 
own public schools and the neighborhood 
private school and decide which are better. 
They can rerngniz.c educational malprac
tice wtien they see it. The history of thc· 
Christian school movement clearly shows 
it's not going on there. 
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wmiam Bentley Ball, the attorney representi:!g 

--,_.:, the Maine Association of Christian Schools in its 
lawsuit against the state of t.taine, was waiting fo~· 
an elevator in the Bangor Federal Building with one 

c.;: · of his expert witnesses. "What you have to say today 
is very important," Ball said. "It might well be read 

· by the Supreme Court." 
Ball was not the only person with a sense of 

history at the eight-day hearing. Earlier the Rev. 
., .· ·. Herman C. "Buddy" Frankland had asserted that 
i· he and the other pastors in the association were 

· "redefining what our forefathers . . . did 207 years 
:· :~: ago." And the state brought in some of the foremost 
r,: , experts in the United States to _buttress its argu

ment that the state had a right an_d a duty to oversee . 

.. -

the curri~iulum : and quality · of instruction in 
aine's fundamentalist Christian schools. 

jo of Ball's st rategy during the 
t--ance 

on. Ball 

, . :r• - -- • 

....... 

. ~. ., . 
-· -=--··· -· -... -_ :· :~ ~\; ~--· ·-_~..- _ .. ·:-.-r-.::-t:- ;-'1~!. :.ir~~~ - • · 

agreement on·what subjects sho~ld be contained in 
a basic curriculum. While one expert limited the list 
to only reading, writing,arithmetic and citizenship, 
others added history, science, and '. 'life skills." In 
fact, Ball was able to show that thewitnesses could 
not even reach a consensus on· what sdence is. 

The state's attorney1:,, . led by deputy . attorney 
general Rufus Brown, were put in. the position of 
defending the status quo in a -field where the status 

· quo varies. Brown brought in several educational 
specialists who testified to the need for _teacher • 
certification and state curriculum requirements, 
including the country's foremost expert in-testing, 
George Mataus, who told the court · .that stan
dardized achievement tests should not be used to 
demonstrate knowledge · because they tend to 
subvert the educational process. . 

In the ba tie of experts, creden ials were ev
B. ·- spe~~ 
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back to the ·stand on the trial's last day·to·defend 
himse1f against assertions by Mataus and another 
state witness that Erickson was testifying . about 
matters beyond his province. . -. - ., _, ., , . --:: ;; ;_,, 

· Basically, Erickson said that educational experts •· 
cannot agree on what makes good .education; good 
teachers or a good curriculum. He criticized .the 
educational establishment as being preoccupied 
with trying to cure problems with another pro
fessional course or more technical knowledge rather 
than developing a student teacherls·· sense'i •ofi 
commitment or natural skills. Erickson said that 
ther_e is "no demonstrable · evidence" linking 
teacher certification to good teaching and ·-student 
learning. 'I'he idea that a bachelor's degree should
be required for priva e religious school teachers 
"can do harm' in ome · umces, Erickson 
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Williapl Bentley Ball, foreground, a Pennsylvania attorney with a national reputation for defending 
Christian schools against' state intrusion. · . . •" · 

~(--~~ ~:-~_\} '.· ".° .. \. -~ ~-i !{ _t,.:,.:-.··:.:\~•"t~ ' - .· : . \ ~, ·: ;-· : 

To ·assure the l?tate .that children were actually : he was surprised Christian schools in Maine were 
:, · learning, Erickson offered what came to be known backing the idea, "because priyate schools in North 

at the trial as the .. Erickson Common Sense Test: Carolina fought this toot h and nail and won." ' · · 
Give.a child .a book .. _and ask him to read part of it. · Ma taus said testing,. especially when the tests 

- .. Th~n·ask.him quest ions 'about it. If he can answer were selected by a state education department, 
t he questions correctly, ne knows how to read. "You "gives t he state de fa i::to control of the curr_iculum. 
need some kind o.f fo:.mal or informal assessment of You don't have to set t extbooks or courses, you just · 
t he child's ability," Erickson said. "That's the oniy have t o s.et test quest ions .. . He who co:it rols·thc 

:way . I know of." But he balked . at endorsing test controls the curriculum." He preqicted that 
nationally recognized te-~ts. such as the California attempting a solution with te_sts would bring both 

~=. .Achievement Tests · or the New York Regents · sides "back into court very soon." Besides, he said, 
Exam: "A lot of it is a matter of common sense," he testing -could have a "serious negative effect" on 
said. · "I think we create a lot of mystique in private religious schools. Mataus, who comes from 
education thaf obscures ·more than it ·clarifies." . a background of private Catholic schools and 

f' The question of using testing to satisfy state . teaches at Boston College, said, "One important 
. : education requirements took up a large portion of thing with ·· religious schools is the concept of 

; the trial's latter days. The Christian schools, while permeation, that religious themes run through all 
· not endorsing . the . idea . outright, seemed to be subjects. If they have to prepare students for t ests 
.· implying that they would a¢cede to submitting test - that do not have those themes, they may have to 

:c .. · results ,7 :through.·parerits; not .directly.:__ to the spend a lot of time away from that ·religious 
:;·:: state· to at least -establish·'their reputations. Judge training, and I would resent that." .. .. 
•:;> :. Conrad Cyr's interest in. the idea was evident from · But Mataus, a witness for the state, also admitted 
: · . :· t he questions which he frequently asked witnesses. that educational researchers have not been able to 
·· The state was prepared to rebut the concept with find a direct link between teacher effectiveness and 

Mataus, who t raced standardized testing back to . student learning. "It's not a straight line effect,'.' he 
: .. 19th Century England and beyond. In some cases, said. " It interacts with too many other school 

ataus said, it was not unusual for a teacher's factors ." And under cross-examination by Ball, he 
ary to depend on . the scores his students said there was no consensus in the educational 

~ ~c p oh::::--wru:, .. he ~escs became tr.e be need for teacher certification in 
. :culum said: 'Educa ion becomes pri ate reli ·o bools or on be need o state 
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·• official to have unlimited power .to ,!prescribe> 
- required courses, as · Maine's Commissioner of:.! 

Educat ion has. . - . ., 
Responding to questions from Judge Cyr, Ma~ ' 

taus said cognitive (factual) learning can indeed be 
measured with tests, although "affective" learning ' 
(moral values) could not. And "the compelling 
interest in my view for the · state is in cognitive ·· 
goals." But he remained firm in his persona( 
philosophical oppositipn to testing as a way of . . 
assuring the state that those goals are being met . 
because he felt that requiring teacher certificatio11_· 
was "less intrusive" than requiring testing. : · . 

The t rial ended last week without either side -
presenting closing arguments. Those will wait until . 
summer, after final written briefs have been 
submitted to Cyr. As Cyr declared testimony at an . 
end, the two teams of attorneys gathered in the · 
center of the courtroom to congratulate each other . 
rather like two basketball teams after the final ,: 
buzzer. "We accomplished 100 percent more than:' 
we intended to," deputy attorney general Brown_·_ 
said . "I think the record in this case is as soijd as : 
it could possibly be." Ball has a reputation of 
scrupulously avoiding comment about his cases, -
but as he gathered his files last week he admitted 
that he was "very satisfied with the way the triaL·: 
went." ·· · 

The financial cost of the trial to the state has yet .· 
to be measured. " I'm going to hate tQ order th~ ,'. 

-. transcript of this," Brown said . . :''It'll cciiM/ · 
1 • thousands." The trial's expense. '.'.will ~i matter qf\j 

.· great concern to the state;" he added./~The Batli:C 
i Iron Works. triai [testing the state's .13-bility ~Q\. 
: finance a new shipyard for the ~ompanyJn:Pcirtlan'.d?:: 
using bond money] cost $3,000. We speq.tmore than:c:; 

· that here before we even walked ··.·into the·/ 
courtroom." Frankland says the Christian schoo1r : 

. in Maine are paying their expenses ,out of thei. :ov.¾•\ 
:; pockets, with no help from any Qf several.Christian,:;·, 
· legal foundatiQns in the country, althoµgh he di~L 

not rule out the possibility -that they . might se~k.r . 
. such help in. the future if the ca_se is appealed by-'. ., 

either side. · · · ·· :,, ; :':-1.:":, ::1 ·:. · 
· The decision in the ·case will 'affect:'moi'.e than tl{~---_ 
·. 17 members of the Maine Association of Christian' -

Schools and the almost 40 other Christian schoois? 
in the state. Maine is one of 12 states that requir~; -
state approval of private · religious -schools . . 

_ Frankland and others involved .in the case say they· 
are aware of t he case's pOsl:iible consequ·ences, but -_ 

· say they are more concerned with its effect in . · 
, Maine. A victory for the state "would seriously _: • 

inhibit, perhaps halt or even reverse development 
of [Christian] schools here," Erickson testified,· 
Parents of students in the schools.and the students : 
hemselves test ified repeatedly that they would 

move out of Maine if state control were upheld, even · 
if i meant breaki-ng up their families. , . 

' decision is net expected until Joly at. the 
ppea i.s could delay a final o u .. ."on for : 

ye b J ef C 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
December 23, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Jack Courtemanche 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell ··~ 

SUBJECT: Nebraska School Situation 

I received this packet December 23rd from Pastor Carl Godwin 
of Lincoln, Nebraska. This contains more detailed informa
tion than we have had before about the many Christian schools 
in conflict with state education authorities in Nebraska. 

MCB:jet 

1 Attachment a/s 

MEMORANDUM TO THE FILES: 

This same memorandum was sent to: T. Kenneth Cribb, 
Charles O' ~1alley 
Wm. Bradford Reynolds 
Lilly Hausenfluck 



WEBRASKA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL CONFLICT UPDATE 

DECEMBER 22, 1983 

Pastor Jim Eckerberg 
Church of Christ 
7th & A 
P.O. Box 81J6 
Gering , NF. 69341 
(308) 436-4037 

Pastor Bob Gelsthorpe 
North Platte Baptist Church 
P .0. Box 641 
North Platte, NE 69101 
(308) 534-5279 (church) 
(308} 532-0182 (home) 

Mrs. Agnes Rich 
United Pentacostal 
Apostolic Church 
515 S. Oak St. 
Grand Island, NE 68801 
(308) 384-9627 
(308) 382-1726 

In Jan uary of 1982 the State of Nebraska filed 
a moti non Elder Jim Eckerburg of the Church 
of Chr i st. The following J une 1 0 , 198~ a 
summary judgment was granted to the state against 
the school. Pastor Eckerb urg anj his church 
were found in contempt-of-court on November 1, 
1983. The church was fined $100 .00 a day, and 
Hersha l l Stoner, the school prir.cipal, was 
fined 150 . 00 a day for every dcy the school 
was in operati on r'rom that time forward. 

The week of November 7th the peor l e decided 
to clos e t he schoo l, and move it to Torrington, 
Wyoming . After the 24th of Nove~ber the schoc l 
was re-opened in Wyoming . Judge Kortum dismissed 
the fines because 0f the complia~ce with his 
order. 

Pastor Bob Gelsthorpe of North Platte Baptist 
and his church were found in contempt-of-court 
on December 15, 1983. Judge Murphy ordered 
Pastor Gelsthorpe to pay $200.00 a day and, 
the church was also ordered to pay $200.00 
a day for every day the school operates from 
December 15th on. The fines now total $1200.00 
as of December 21st. 

Judge Murphy also ordered that Pastor Gelsthorpe 
spend every day that the public sc hools operate 
in the Lincoln County Sheriff's office from 9:00 
a .m. until 3:00 p.m. 

Mrs. Agnes Rich of the United Pentecostal 
Apostolic Church, her head teacher at the school, 
and a parent representative were all found in 
contempt-of-court on November 10, 1983. All 
three were ordered to pay $50.00 a day as long 
as the school continues to operate. 

In January of 1983 the school and church were 
found not to be in compliance with the rules and 
statutes of the State of Nebraska. 

As of this letter, the State has NOT carried out 
any further legal action against Mrs. Rich sine~ 
she was found in contempt on November 10th. The 
t otal fines as of December 22nd are $51 00.00. 



Pastor Denni s Cason 
Pastor Bruce Miller 
( Inter i m Pastor) 
I ndependent Baptist Church 
P . 0. Box 113 
Mor r i l l, NE 69358 
(308 ) 247-2603 

Principal David Burkey 
Faith Christian School 
Beaver Crossing, NE 68313 
(402) 532-5795 (school) 
(402) 532-7615 (home) 

Elder Warren Rushton 
Platte Valley Baptist Church 
1720 1st Street 
Columbus, NE 68601 
(402) 563-5303 
(402) 563-2747 

In Ja nua r y , 1982 , t he St a te of Nebras ka 
fi led a mot ion on Pastor Cason of t he 
Ind pend e .. t Ba ptis t Church of' Mor r i ll, 
Nebraska , fo r o e ra ti ng an unappro\·ed, 
unlic ensed sc hool . Summary j udgment was 
granted on J une 10 , 1983 . 

At t hei r contemrt-o f-court hearing on 
Novembe r 8, 1983 , Pastor Cas on and his . 
people were f ound gu i lty. The church was 
fl ined $ , 00. 00 a day a nd Pastor Cason 
was fined $50. 00 a day for every day the 
school was in operation. The fines were 
ret roacti ve bac to late Oc t ober , 1983 , 
when t he school recei ve d a fo r m letter 
sta t ing it cou l d not be acce pted for 
a ppr oval by t he Department of Educati on. 

On November 13 , 1983, the people of the 
churc h voted to cl ose the school and mov 
to Wyom ing. On November 17th , Judge Kor um 
a cknowledge d their compl iance and nega t ed t he 
fine s . 

Pas t or Ca s on has since re signed from t he 
chur ch due t o t hese probles ~. Th e chur ch 
has als o l os t one -third of its people 
because of the Christian school issue. 

The State of Nebraska moved for an injuct i on 
to close Fa i th Christian School approximately 
two years ago. Principal Dave Burke y state d 
t ha t t he tr i a l was set ror November 15 , 1983 . 
On November 18, 1983 , t he St a t e aeked for a 
s umma r y j udgment agains t t he school. Mr. 
Burkey expects a ruling to be handed down 
by J Ll dge Bryce Ba tu somatime in January or 
February of 198 

Mr. Warren Rushton, Chairman for the Nebras ka 
Coalition f or Parental Rights estimates t hat 
there are ten home schools that are involved 
in c ourt litiga t ion cu r r e n tly. The r e ha ve 
been two j udgm£~ts against t he home schools: 
( 1) The State r f Nebras ka versus Bige low in 
1982 and (2) t he State of Nebraska versus 
Morrow in 1983. Both were found gui1ty with 
injunction reliefs filed to close them down. 
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Pastor Carl Godwin 
Bible Baptist Church 
4400 North First Street 
Lincoln, NE 68521 
(402) 474-0642 (church) 
(402) 475-2119 (home) 

Pastor Everett Sileven 
Faith Baptist Church 
5th & Elm 
Louisville, NE 68037 
(402) 234-3435 (church) 
(402) 234-6615 (home) 

Mr. Rus ht on believes the main problem with 
t he hom e schooling s ituation is t hat t he 
~tate of Ne bra ska courts are nnt following 
t he regulati ons end rules set up by the 
Uni ted States Su r re rr.e Co~~t in regul ating 
and handling Fi rst A~ enc~~~t Cases. He 
a l s o believes that, acco~d ing to the 
Accountability and isclosure reports of 
1980 and 19 82, 21 senators r.ad a large 
portion6or the highest port i on of their funds 
s upplied by the Ne braska State Education 
Association; therefore, according to 
Mr. Rushton, there needs to be a study of 
t he Department of Education here in Nebraska. 

l n May of 1982, t he State of Nebras ka f iled 
a motion on Rev. Ca rl Goc ...- in and Park \.:e s t 
Chr isian School for operating an unapproved, 
unli censed school. Pastor Goa win then 
r eta i ned Mr. William Ball from Harrisburg, 
Penns ylvania, as the school's attorney. 

The tri a l date was set f or June 1 - 10, 198 3. 
Five days before trial t he State filed f or 
and was granted summary judgment by J ud ge 
Bernard McGinn. May 27 , 1983, the school 
was ordered closea . 

Two months earlier Pastor Godwin and several 
others started negotiatir.g meetings with t he 
State and the Department of Education. (See 
five-paged article enclosed: "Nebraska 
Negotiations Are to No Avail.") 

On December 9, 1983, Judge McGinn granted a 
stay in his order to close the school while 
Park West Christian School appeals to the 
Nebraska Supreme Court. This case is 
e xpected to be heard by the Nebraska Supreme 
Court sometime tnis spring • . 

Faith Christian School was filed on in 1977 
for operating an unapproved, unlicensed 
school. They were found guilty at the 
district level by Judge Case. The Nebraska 
Supreme Court upheld the decision in February 
of 1981. 

The case was then appealed to the United 
States Supreme Court , which suw.marily 
dismissed the case without hearing any 
arguments. 
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Amish Families 

From that time until now, the school has 
continued to operate in spite of the order 
to close by Judge Case. Everett Sileven 
was found in contempt-of-court and spent 
four months in j ai l . He was releas ed in 
December of 1982. That September t he 
State padl ocked Sileven's church, a nd only 
opened it for services on We dnesday evenings 
a nd on Sundays. 

In March of 1983, several of the parents of 
the Christian school children were fo und in 
contempt-of-court. They were fined and 
sentenced to jail, but the case was again 
appealed to the Ne braska Supreme Court. 
The Court granted a s t ay and agreed to hear 
t he case, which has not happened as of yet. 

The fall of 1983 brought contempt-of-court 
charges again to Sileven, the school teacher, 
and seven sets of parents of the sc ho ol 
children. On November 23, 1983, seven fathers 
were jailed for refusing to testify in their 
contempt- of-court proceedings, and the wives 
and children cf the seven men all fled from 
the State of Nebraska. Sileven and his 
daughter also left the state. (His daughter 
1s the teacher at the school.) 

We are not able to get all the specific 
facts concerning the Amish. They were 
apparently first filed on in the fall of 
1978 after being found guilty. They were 
then fined. fter refusing to pay the fine , 
one Amish man's wagon was confiscated 
and auctioned. These people finally sold 
t heir land and fl the state in the spri ng 
of 1982. (Some articles are enclosed for 
your information.) 



NEBRASKA NEGOTIATIONS ARE TO NO 11VAIL 

on March 30, 1983, leaders of the unlicensed church schools in Nebraska 

met for the first in a series of negotiating sessions with the education de

partment officials in Senator Tom Vickers• office. The purpose of these 

negotiations was to seek a solution to the conflict that has become known 

nationwide as the Nebraska Church school Conflict. The church leaders who 

were involved in these negotiating sessions with the education officials were 

Dr. Rex Fuller, of the Christian Law Association; David Burkey, Administra

t or of the Mennonite Church School at Beaver crossing, Nebraska; Carl Godwin, 

Pastor of the Bible Baptist Church in Lincoln, Nebraska; and his local 

attorney, Larry Stunkel. These meetings were tape recorded and typed tran

s cr i pts were later given to all participants. The transcript of the very 

first meeti ng indicates that Dr. Lutjeharms clearly explained to the church 

leaders that he did not have the power to change the law; thus, they would 

have to seek solutions within the limits of the present law. This they fully 

understood. 

Dr. Lutjeharms went on to explain that he did have some latitude under 

the law in which he could work. As an example of this, he referred more 

than once to the Golden Plains Mennonite Church at Grant, Nebraska, which 

has two teachers, one of whom has two years of college education and the 

other who has only a high school degree. This school applied for, end was 

iven approval, by the Department of Education a year ago and that annual 

approval was given again just weeks ago. 

As the discussion continued, David Burkey,- the administrator of the un

licensed Mennonite Church School at Beaver Crossing, Nebraska, reminded 
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Dr. Lutjeharms that h i s teachers were not college graduates and had no college 

transc ripts. The Commissioner replied, wNor do the ones et Golden Pleinsn. 

He al so stated "There have been some certificates issued with less than a 

bachelor•s degree in the staten . Dr. Lutjeharms again referred to the Golden 

Pla ins Mennonite Church and concluded his comment wi t h this sentence: "The 
.. 

reason I bring it up is simply that it•s on less than a bachelor•s; so, yes , 

that•s possible." ; thus, it is very strongly indicated that what was worked 

out for the people of the Golden Plains Mennonite Church School could, per

haps, be done for the Mennonite Church School at Beaver Crossing and other 

s i milar church schools in our state . With this in mind, the group proceeded 

to find an alternative way for the Department of Education to get information 

from the churches rather than demanding that these churches submit applica

tions seeking a government permit to operate their educational ministries. 

The church leaders had said all along through· this conflict that they 

were willing to do basic reporting through the parents of the school children; 

t herefore, after many negotiating meetings, a Parent Representative Report 

Form was developed. This form was presented to the state Board of Education 

as en alternate means of communicating information to the Department of 

Education. On June 10, 1983, the State Board of Education voted five to 

t hree to accept this new means of communication. The Parent Representative 

Report Form involved two reports: the school report and a teacher report, 

but from the state Board of Education it went to the Attorney General•s 

office, and he added a third report called a Fall Report Form. Therefore, 

the forms developed into something far more than basic reporting; however, 

because of their desire to avoid conflict in our state, such as the one in 

September of 1982, and because Dr. Lutjeharrns had indicated he had latitude 

under the law to work with them just as he had the Golden Plains Mennonite 
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Church , these chu rches worked through their pare nt representatives and hoped 

for a peaceful September. 

But, on Se tember 9th, these hopes were dashed! The same man, who is 

recorded on transcript es saying that he had some latitude under the law to 

work with people as he did in the case of the Golden Plains Mennonite Church 

school, now says that those who have college degrees, end even masters degrees, 

a re not qualified to teach. Only three teachers were considered certifiable 

and these were all graduates of secular colleges. 

of Christian colleges were not certifiable. 

hose who were graduates 

Of the twenty-five unlicensed church schools in the state, nine turned 

i n their Parent Representative Report Forms . These nine are primarily the 

ones who are involved in litigation with the state. The state has not yet 

moved on all twenty-five schools. Of the nine who turnea in forms, the 

Commissioner recorranended to continue efforts to close eight of them and the 

s tate Board voted unanimously to do so. The one exception was the Park West 

Christian School in Lincoln, which has all college graduate teachers, includ

ing two teachers with masters degrees . The Corranissioner•s recommendation 

involving this school was that its high school should be closed, but that 

its kindergarten through eighth grade would be allowed to operate if they 

would use only t he three teachers who were graduates of secular colleges. 

No Christian college graduates were considered qualified. Of course, Pastor 

Godwin immediately told the media that he could not operate this way. 

Church sch oo1 1 ead ers have a s k e d the ms e lves : " Could it all have been a 

trap? was it just a means of gathering information to be used against these 

churches?" 

Now several churches in our state are operating in defiance of a court 

order and could be found in contempt of court very soon. so, when the 
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conflict st8rts and churches are locked, property is confiscated and ministers 

are jailed, remember that this same bureaucracy that continues to prosecute 

churches with tax money is hypocritical . Could anything be more hypocriti

cal than to certify teachers at Golden Plains, neither of whom has graduat ed 

f rom college and one of whom has never attended college, and tnen to refuse 

t o allow some with college degrees to teach? 

Of course, Dr. Lutjeharms is trying to explain his exception for Golden 

Plains by saying they come under the Yoder vs. Wisconsin decision. In Yoder 

vs. Wisconsin the u.s. supreme court simply said that the Amish do not have 

to send their children beyond the eighth grade. Dr. Lutjeharms must answer 

several questions: How can the Department of Education decide which religion 

fits under Yoder vs. Wisconsin? How can they allow the Golden Plains 

Mennonite Church to operate with their blessings and prosecute the Beaver 

crossing Mennonite Church? And, why are they all of a sudden so excited 

to recognize the Yoder vs. Wisconsin decision? Why did they not do so when 

the Amish were in the state, rather than fining them and confiscating their 

property and causing them to sell their land and flee for their religious 

freedom? 

The final, most perplexing, question is: Why did or. Lutjeharms use 

the Golden Plains situation as an example of what could be done to resolve 

this counter productive conflict if he had no intentiorrs of doing so? 

In light of all this treatment and considering the following cormnents 

made by Genevieve Schille, superintendent of the Omaha Archdio cese to the 

Unicameral•s Education Committee in 1981, is it any wonder that the churches 

fear the regulation of their ministry by the Department of Education? Her 
I 

testimony was: "l wish to emphasize that our compliance does not mean that 
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we are any less •.• conunitted to the rights of parents and the freedom of private 

schools to operate ••• we are concerned about the increasing state encroachment, 

we are concerned about the loss of our independence. We do not want to see 

an ice cap of state control moving steadily in the direction of a total mono

poly of edu cation. Just because we chose not to join the efforts of those 

who sought to change the laws in the last legislative session with respect 

to the control of private schools, we certainly would not want you, as state 

senators or the general public, to have the impression that we have always 

been happy with the implementation of the statuatory standards. ours has 

been a constant struggle to avoid being made a carbon copy of the puolic 

school system through rules and regulation~. The State Depa ment of 

Education has not, in our view, taken a neutral stance in its dealing with 

private education." 

The church leaders, in good faith, tried to negotiate a settlement and 

sincerely hoped for peace, but it was all to no avail and appears to have 

been an exercise in futility. 

---- ·- --.. .... 

earl Godwin, Pastor 
Bible Baptist Church 
Lincoln, Neb raska 
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S~te m.ust not pref er one 
church school over another 
As the Rev. Carl Godwin of Lincoln's celebrated Amish case decision, Yoder vs. 

Bible Baptist Church ~ell knows, the Jour- Wisconsin, that the Mennonite school at 
nal editorically has not agreed with him on Grant was accorded preferential treat-. 
lhe Christian school issue. The newspaper's ment, the Bapt' preacher says he w s in-
pinion is that all teachers in non-public· formed. Presumably, prior approval of the 
hools should meet the same minimum state Justice De -rtment was obtained, de

qualifications required of teachers in public spite the clear rommand of state law re
schools. Essentially, that means graduation quiring certification. 
from a teacher training institution - public If what Godwin relates is so, the accu-
or private - and certification by the state sation of preferential treatment is ery 
Department of Education. hard to put down. Like it or not, it f 

Nevertheless, Godwin is making a hard- the question whether the State of Neb 
to-refute point when he accuses the state has' any business discnminating bet een 
Board of Education of religious discrimina- religious congregations. The U.S. Supreme 
lion. One can't blame him for being upset. Court's unwise ruling that such treatment 

Last Friday the state board granted is possible makes it neither automatically 
temporary approval to three of Ole five ele- nor inevitably acceptable. 
mentary grade teachers in the heretofore The Un coin Journal regards religious 
unapproved Park West Christian SchooL discrimination by the state as a terrlf)ing 
• which Godwin's fundamentalist church op- prospect. It is more of a fundamental 
erates. About the three : Marilyn Stryker is threat to onr society than the question of 
a graduate of Kearney . State College, teacher certification. It strikes at our very 
Brigita Doo)ey a graduate of the University social core, at what we have solemnly 
of Nebraska and Paula Miller a graduate pf pledged to one another, at what has fos-
Central Michigan University. tered b<il'Dlonious pluralism in this land. 
. · The two Park West elementary teach- A tiny tail may wag the entire kenneL 
ers not approved by the state are graduates but if the Yoder doctrine is to be honored in 
of Citadel Bible College and Baptist Bible Nebraska, the state may then have rio re
College, according tQ the school's published course other than removing minimum 
information. None of Park West's high teaching and program requirements in all 
sc~ool staff was approved, either. non-public schools. Meeting minimum ap-

Godwin pointed out that while the state pro.val or accreditation standards would 
board was thumbing down approval for have to become a voluntary action by any 
some of his teachers and also saying no to of Nebraska's non-public schools. 
fundamentalist church-sponsored schools in ArJ,y condition requiring some religious
Louisville, Beaver Crossing, York, Grand ly-based schools to meet standards but ex
Island, North Platte and Gering, it earlier cusing others is a situation which pu_ts the 
had granted temporary approval to the state in an untenable position. The state 

'. Golden Plains School in Granl That Menno- must be scrupulously even-handed with 
nite elementary schooL Godwin says, has religious bodies which sponsor day schools. 
two teachers, one of whom has no college In this area, there dare not be special 
exposure and the other but two years. · . circumstances allowing one to do things _ 

It was under the U.S. Supreme Court's·- .denied all others. -



14- (0) 

14-(l) (f) 

14-(2) 

14- (5) 

14-(14) 

14-(16) (b) 

14-(16) (c) 

14-(20) 

14-(22) (b) 

14-(22) (d) 

14-(23) 

14-(32) 

RULE 14 

The school mus t be appr oved by t he state before it is even considered 
t o provide ins t ruction i n compl iance with t he compulsory attendance 
law. 

To be considered a teacher you must have a certificate. 

Must apply to State Department of Education for approval to legally 
operate. Requ i rements of Rule 1 4 must be met. 

Reports must be filed. Reports are totally at the discretion of the 
commissioner; all he requests is t o be reported . 

All teachers, to be legal, must have a certificate. 

50% of principal•s time to be spent in administration (if 10 or more 
t eachers in school). This is often difficult. 

~rincipal must have a certificate - he is church staff. 

0% of textbooks to be copyrighted no later than 5 years before date 
of pu rchase and no older than 5 years. Burdens school with require
ment of using new books which may carry a non-acceptable philosophy 
and prevents the use of older acceptable books. 

Suggested that 99% of books in elementary library be non-religious. 
Though suggested it could be held to approximately that amount if 
officials wanted to. 

25 new books per teacher per year are to be added to library (up to 
total of 150). Expense could be great. 

Elementary students to be able to use library on an "unscheduled 
basis". We are more structured than this. It would almost require 
a librarian. 

The course offerings for high school are far beyond what we need as 
a small school. Each year, whether needed by students or not, the 
following would have to be offered: 

4 Language Arts courses (English, speech, etc.) 
3 social Science 
2 Math (At 1east one of A1gebra II, Geometry, Tri gonometry 

every other year . ) Sometimes we may have no students in 
these. 

2 Science Courses 
One in Biology each year 
One in Chemistry or Physics each year 
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RULE 14 

(Continued) 

6 Vocational Edu ca tion Courses 
our students a re basically college preparatory students 
not needing the strong vocational edu cation r ogram. 
The expense and :teachers are beyond us . 

1 P. E . 
1 Mus i c 
1 Art - we never h ave had a high school course. 

70% of courses in High School mus t be taught by teachers endorsed 
(t rained) in that area. We often must use teachers we can get and 
have availabl e, but are qualified to teach the course. 

High school must have a certificated librarian 2 hours per day. 
Expense? Person available? Person would have to have 12 hours 
in library media. 

High school must have a guidan ce counselor, certificated, with 12 
hours of graduate college training , for at least 2 hou ~s per day. 

Library must have 1,200 books - 600 of which are nor.-f i ction and 
listed in standard bibliography lists approved by the state De a rt
rnent . Expense ? Need 1,200 books for 12 students? 

96% of books to be non-religious. 

Reader• s Guide is requ.ired - we don• t have more than one or ~o 
magazines listed in it. 

Need 10 magazine subscriptions. Why? No need with few students. 
Expense great . 
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SLn C-·1/\RY OF RULE 14 

Only a s chool approved by t~e State Board is 
conside r e d to provide a pr ogrnm of instruction 
which is in compliance with the compulsory 
attend an ce laws. 
A school jear is 36 week s . 
Schools must be in sess i on 175 day~. 
A schoo l day is 5 class hour s of instruction. 
/\. t eacher is a certificated instructor. 
Applic athrn for ap pr ov,11. Form mur;t: be si ::;nc<l uy 
pub lic s chool superinte ndent. School must meet 
wit h Dep~rtment of Educ a tion to determine if 
r cgula t i ons can be r.1c t. , Prob.:1 t ion ~n-y a pproval. 
Vi sitation by Department of Educution re 

. c ompliance inspect-ion. If Ru ie 14 not met, 
re commendation of non-approval. 
Each failure to meet a numbe r ed or lettered 
r egul a tion of this Rule shall constitute a 
s epara te violation. Hnximum number of allowabl~ 
violations: 

K - 12 4 
7 - 12, or 9 - 12 2 
K - 6, or K - 8 2 

Probation. If school on probation continues to 
exceed allowable number of violations, Department 
sha ll recommend to Board that the school be 
non-approved to operate as a leg~lly constituted 
s chool s ystem for the ensuing school ye ar. 
l'lcmbers o f Department of Ed uc c1 tion, in 
de termining whether to rec om:Tiend to the State 
Board that a school s ystem be placed on probation 
or be non-approved "shnll t ake into considerc1tion 
the purp ose and philo sc phy o f the school s yster:i 
and the qu .1lity and .1ppropri.1tc11ess of the tot.:11 
edu~ational program and it n .:i y take into a~count 
o ther factors such as the sp arsity of population, 
l oca tion, and transportation when they create an 
undue hn rd ship on the student." . 
To b e appro v ed, a school mus t s ubmit annuolly 
Approved School Reports to Ocpnrtment of 
Education (Fall Approval Report .:1nd Annual Term 
Su mary Report). Public school superintendent 
s ha ll "verify the accuracy of the inform.:ition . " 
Di sapproval as penalty for filin~. 
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" Each statutory viol::ititn shall be t:-catc d as ., 
s e par a t c vi o l.1 t i o n £ r Ci.;1 this R .11 ~ " . 
El~me nt a r y s chool inst r uction3l progr am s~.:.il l b~ 
based on a written sta tement of purpose and/qr 
goals developed at the l ocal level and ap proved 
by the local Board of Cducation or governing 
body . 
The policies have to confonn to the stater.ient. 
Elementa·ry school curriculum. 
(a) reading and language arts 
(b) math ematics 
(c) soci a l studies 
(d) s cie nce 
(e) health 
(f) physical educ.J.tion ( including "positive 

mental attitudes") 
(g) art 
(h) music 
School must develop po l icies and procedures for 
special education programs for all resident 
handicapped children which are in compl i ance with 
Rule 51. 
School must utilize a competency neasure such as 
Nebraska Assess ment Battery of Essential Learnin g 
Skills. 
School must keep record of student attend ance and 
acadcQic progress. 
907. of teachers shail be assigned to crreas for 
which they h3vc a certificate endorsed for nr~as 
of spccializ.::ition and the lcvelr. for which the 
person is specifically qunlificd . 
507. of principal' s time must be for 
administration and supervision. 
Principal must hold ~n Administrative and 
Supervisory Certificate. 
Principal must meet with governing body at least · 
quarterly to plan for implementation of 
educationnl program of school. 
JO to 1 pupil-teacher ratio. 
Teacher must participate in nt least two d~ys of 
in-service activities each year. 
At least 507. of textbooks shall have a purchase 
date of within five years and a copyright date no 
more than five years old attirne of purchase. 
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J.::~ ch el ,2m l; nt a t·y sc l:o ol ~hall ;1cqu i. r ~ c1 1i1i r.i. r.::r.1 u f 
25 new lib r ary res our ce s , exclu s i v~ of t c xt b0u ks 
and encycl opedias, of di ff erent ti tl es , per 
t eacher per year up to 150 titles during on~ 
year. 
School must subscr ib e to at least two child~cn's 
magazines. At least one profession3l magazine. 
Health and safety requirements. 
Secondary s chool requ i red subject fie l ds: 
(a) Langu~s e Arts (40 instructional uni ts) 
(b) Social Studies (JO instructionr1l units) 
(c) Ma thema tics (20 instructional units) 
( d) Science (20 instructional units) 
(e) Vocational Educ a tion and/or Prac t ical Arts 

( 20 ins tructional units) 
consists of: 
l . · VO Agri./Agribusiness 
2 . Business and .Of f ice Education 
3. Distribution Educ a tion 
4. Home Occupat i ons 
5. Ho me Economics 
6. Trad e and Indu s trial 
7. Industrial Arts 
8. Othe r occupationally oriented courses: 

1. Cor.ununications and Media 
2. Fine Arts 
3. Humanities 
4. Marine Service 
5. Recreation and Hospitality 
6. Public Service 
7. Personal Service 

(f) Physical Education (10 instructional units) 
(g) Health 
(h) Music (4 instructional units) 
( i ) Ar t ( l, in s t r u c t ion i.l 1 u n i ts ) 
The seconclc'.lry school regulntions par ,1llel the 
elementary school regulations. Ho wever: 
Ench s econd:iry school shall have a ccrtificatccl 
person assigned for at least two cl.1ss hours per 
day to provide library-media services and shc'.111 
have the responsibility for the secondary 
instructional materials and equipment. This 
pe rson mu s t h3VC at least 12 semest e r hour s of 
col lege credit in the field of libra ry-med i a. 

- 3 -



14 - (/; 0) 

14-(42) 
14-(44) 

i·lust hc1vc a certificated pe r so n .for at le..i s t tw0 
class h o urs per <la y to provid L~ i nc.l ividu.1 1 o r 
group co un s elin g and guidance se rvices to pupils. 
This person mu st have had at least 12 s eme ster 
hours of gr_,H.h~a tc col lcge c red i. t in basic 
g uid anc e ~1 rn.l counseling . . 
Pup i 1 - t e ~1 ch c r r .:i t i o 2 7 - 1 . 
Library med i □ center requirements: 
(c1) Two s ~ts of encyclopedias 
(b) 1700 items 
(c) 98 7. must be non - religious 
(d) file cabinets 
(e) must subscribe to Readers Guide 
(f) mu st subscribe to 10 period icals list e d in 

~ ri dg ed Readers Gu ide 
(g) must acquire minimum of 150 new library 

resources each yeo.r. SOZ r.1Ust be in the 
standard references of 44(b) 

4 
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1701 (1) 

170 3 

1704 

1705 

170 6 

201 

207 

213 

(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 

Schools and teachers subject to general school laws 
of state in re (a) grades (b) qualifications, (c) 

. certification of teachers (d) promotion of pupils. 
Schools shall have adequate equipment. 
Schools snall have adequate supplies. 
Sc hools shall be graded the same las what?). 
Schools shall have courses of study for each grade 
conducted therein, sub s tantially the same as those 
[courses of study] given in the public school. 
Nothing in 1701 shall be construed as to interfere 
with religious instruction in any denominational 
school. 
Owner or governing board has authority to (a) 
select textbooks (b) equ i pment and supplies ( c ) 
employ te a chers (d) ~xercise general mana gement o f 
school, SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 1701. 
County superintendent or supe rin ten dent of schoo ls 
shall in spect such school and re port to the prope r 
of f icers failure to observe 1701, at least twice a 
ye ar school must permit and a ssist in this. 
Penalties: If school, after final determination b ~ 
the authorities, fails/refuses to conform to I 01 , 
1705: (a) no person shall be grinted a ·~ertificatc 
to teach therein (b) pupils shall be required to 
attend the public school . 
Every person with a child shall cause such child t0 
attend regularly a public or denominational school. 
Term not less than 175 days. 
Each teacher shall keep record showing ((1) name, 
age and address of each child enrolled (2) nuober 
and county by school district (3) number of days 
each pupil was present/absent (4) cause of absence . 
Teacher shall send list of the pupils enrolled, 
with name, age and address of each to 
superintendent. 
Instruction in American citizenship. Policed by 
Committee on Americanism. ( 1) examine textbooks re 
Americ·an history and government (' ) assure 
themselves ilS to the charact<?r o-f all teachers 
employed . One hour per week for patriotic 
tc3chings and exercises. Te ~ching of ~ 1ericun 
history "frot:1 approved text ooks. " 

---- ------------ -- ---------- ---------



214 
m 

238(5)(C) 

1233(1) 

1234 

1229 

1239 

1247.02 

1247.05 

1247.06 

Character education require d. 
Cor:m1ission~r of Education shall pr2pa.re .~i.l 011 tline 
with suggestions such as in his judgment will be3c 
accomplish the purposes, set forth in Section · 
79-214, and shall incorporate the same in the 
r egular course of study for·che first cw~lve grades 
of ALL schools of the State of Nebraska. 
State Boa~d has power and duty to establis h rules 
and regulations for approving the openins o f new 
s chools, for the continued legal opcrntion of all 
schools. 
lfo person slwll be employed to teach in any 
denominatio nal school who does not hold a valid 
Nebraska certificate or permit issued by the 
Commissioner of Education legalizing him to te.:ich 
the grade or subjects to which elected. (2) 
Denominational schools ~ay employ others as teacher 
aids. 
State Board may revoke a certificate for just cause 
(including immorality, neglect of duty, etc.); 
i.e., can intervene in the running of the schoo , 
based on its judgment) . 

. A person nofding the title of principal or 
supervisor of an accredited school or as superviso r 
of any special subjects or subject in which such 
persons a c tually supervise the w~rk of oJher 
teachers in that subject or more subjects, shall 
hold a Nebraska Administrative and Supervisory 
Certificate or a Nebraska Prof. Administrative and 
Supervisory Certificate. 
Teacher or administrator must register the 
certificate with the county superintendent and no 
contract for a school shall be valid until 
registration. [See balance of this statute]. 
Accrediting procedure. A school must first be an 
approved school . 
Teacher certificates. Board to adopt rules re 
certificates for all elementary and secondary 
schools of this state based U?On earned college 
credit, or the equivalent thereto-including 11!":'loral, 
mental and physical fitness for teaching, all in 
accord with sound educational practices". 
Maximum which Bo a rd ma y require for first issua n ce 
of a certificate shall be that the applicant is of 
sound mental and physical health and of good moral 
cha racter, and a statement countersigned by an 
au thorized official of a st3nd3rd institution of 
hi gher education which certifies the grade levels 

- .2_ - ·•---------



J 

1247 .07 

and subject fields or areas of speciulization foe 
which the applicant was specifically prepared to 
t cu ch .:ind th a t the a pp 1 i c ant has ( 1 ) b .:i cc a 1 au re at L' 
de gree, (2) sutisfactorily completed the 
institution's program for teaching (3) met all 
other appropriate requirements of the institution. 
Certificate shall indicate the grade levels, 
subjects, subject fields, or areas of 
specialization for which the holder was 
specifically prepared by a standard institution of 
higher education or authorized by the Board to 
teach, counsel, supervise and administer. 

.,. 
- 3 -



I i 
1 

Page 12 ■ The Lincoln Star Thursday, 3/11 /82 

Arnish colony sellin·g OlJt, going"away 
! ) . . ' . • '. ' . . ' . 

By Dean'Terrill ' · - · ~ in Nebraska. · fore crowded conditions brought them which would · clear the Amish in ·a 
Southeast Nebraska eu,..u t,or au practical purposes, Wedne11- · west. The Roman Borntregera and Rudy drawn-out scbool dispute. Thelf refusal 
.. PAWNEE CITY - m, not being day was the last chapter as Troyer auc- Troyers (no relation to Levi), the last of to lure atate-cert.Uled teaChl!rf! 
vcrty dramaUc to call It the end of an ll<.1111~ olf his l1on;c11rdwn rru1 ch111ery a st:Ltlcment which once numbered inmpted .several lawsuits, includmg 

ern. . ,, · · . . · and other Cann 11.ems Miller 11',J.11.~s wr seven farrul.les; wm ~ lo Wisconsin one still pending in Pawnee County Dis
! lk ,i ory will note forevet. that Pawnee an equal i:ruwel - esti.mat.ed at aproxi- once Borntreger finds' a buyer for hiB tnct Court. · . · 
{;ounty once bosted a colony of Oki mately S50 - when be sells out next fann. "'Tbey should have done it two years 
~,rder Amish. Sunilarly, Levi Troy~ Tuesd.ty. · Ironically, Wednesday's 881e came ago, so it's kind of disgustlJlg in a way: 
and Atlee Miller will tell their grand- . Bolh men and their ~milies will pack one day after the Nebrasb Legislature · said the soft·spoken Troyer. "We're just 

-~•• ··•·"'-'r•; '>.i'1.t~f.t<l ~-'LT.I~, 1 
,;.!~~ - ~- .,.flf~t~ . .,,., _ "' -- ~ .. ...: 

r :~. 
') · , 

-~_- >, 

children jlbout their families' four years up immedl.at.ely lor Ohio, their home be- gave preliminary approval to a bill getting started now.~ 

. --•·it ' ·,·i: . .-. . . . . .. . ' -- , ..... ~ .. ""r-1 f~ '~ ~~ / " ~;, .r· .. . . . ,. .. t. ~ fr: r ' 

,n.,.. .l J 'I' >-~;J ~~~~· -~ ,,•t it l,":"~P/• 
V' .. J:. . . .<.r. . '' ··~ (/ ·· i 1 , -?l ,r · .. -~~-~ .- .. _ , a '-~ ,,. ~ · ; "l · ~ I 1 -... , r. ~ 
i•~•-ii· ' '":I, • !'· .... . ~ ...... ,,.'1) - '" .. ,. -!!: · -~. s i~. 2'!'\ . J',,pi, ' , ' .. ; ,_ '6,-·t, · ' 4 -!'"< 
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. ,. ~~-=~;':~/\~ .. 

-:it 1/,~t' 

«:.~fit1~,:;~tY .... /'//t~ ·1 •.•• ii\ . , .. • , , . , 
1
;; . ... _;;_,~ .. ~4~1' / / ( •?.ittr _·~ ., ·, ,- ... :r'.~~;·,· f .·, 
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!>foll Photo by Deon T~rrlll 

I lo, .... e Jrav.n n :achinuy was p ien ti ful , w he ther you w ere buyi ng or just· climbing. 

But bolh of the origmal ~ttlers said 
lbey harbor no bttterness, either toward 
government officials or the community. 
1 "ll's been a pleasant and short four 
years," said Miller, the focus or contro
versy wben his buggy was sold at a sher
iffs sale to pay off a court fine. "We'rt. 
grateful tor ..all Lhe goodness shown us 
Hnd we'll be ffilSSl.llg a lot of friendly 
faces." ' 

A crowd coming from several coun• 
ties was attracted by such olden day of- .·•,, 
lerings as wood cook stoves, antique if ,VI•~ , 
hghl. fixtures and one-row machinery. A -~-~~.t.,,;,i_ 
llke-new black buggy brought $510, a ~ ,.~ 
breaking cart $400 and a weathered bob- \ r~(, 
,,,,_,. ~~ I l~i- ' .·. ' "u ~ ~ . V # ) .~.,~ •~rt •,~-~- ~ .)~ / 'I 

i;ertous bidders were obviously out- • •. 1. ~- . . . ' · . .!~~ • 
· numbered by the cunous. The Ami!i,h, • • . · · • . · . 
conspicuous because of the men's wide A1:111sh f9rm au~t1or;'I 
black hats and the women's tiny C3.ps · · ~- . i , , · ' 
and lont dre5:>es, were surrpunded by While Uiere h.ad been som, 
well-wishing frten.cb. toward the newcomers at , 

The women, incidentally, had a com- local e<lit.or-publishc:r Bill 
pk!te sellout of the baked goods which that largely ~bsidcd 11Hcr 

,• ~y~ CW-llt.'<i tl11!m d lofty l\:l)UWUUIL cll'ar lhc t;ulvny wuuJ,J llll l f,'l' 
"I n 1;.1Uy li.kc Lhese p.!Ople," said Joe "They're quiet and ,•cry I; 

Marti, wlio came 111 nu.lei:; f'rom Bern. gomg about their busiat~ ." s.• 
han.., for the s.ue. ''They're bard work- ~n. "'l'h.ey don't e.wec~ anyl. 
er.; and I blame Nebraska that they ant · be left tQ KO Lbcu- own wa y.'! 
having to leave. What the Legislature is Besides tbtl school dispute, 
doing is good. but It should· have come , were hav01g econom11: pre,, 
!iOOl!cr:· . . 1,:au.,;e vr 1, \ ,.;J.:>.1, 1·· ·hd:, furl.~ 

____ __ ·,u .. . ,.....,,,.#_,,...,..., 
___ , _________________________ __..._ _______________________ ~-
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I selling out, going away 
t •.~· r' I ~-. .,.. • • • 

.. . ·• . 3 ·-- ', ,,· 
· , 4~ ·i·?}~? . . . . 

It . .. . .. . 

} ... .. i: ~- ·. , l. * j '. ,#~': 'l . t l l . 
~- .·:.~~- ,,. LL . ~. ~ \.~.; 

!.i r al purpoees, Wedne:,
: c i, a plf!C as Troyer auc• 
n,:,;·:,c! -{lrawn machinery 
; Jkmo. Miller nopes for 

tisLimated at aprox1: 
•n be sellii out next 

their umilies will pack 
for Ohio, their home be-

fore crowded conditioos t.'ought them 
w~t. The Roman Borntregers and Rudy 
Troyers (no relation t.o Levi), the last of 
a settlem~nl ~·ruch once numbered 
seven families; will bead to Wl6C.'008iJI 
once Bomtreger finds a buyer for his 
farm. 

Ironically, Wednesday's sale came 
one day after the Nebraska Legislature 
gave preliminary approval to a bill 
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~--
0 by Deon Terrill 

r you were buying or.just climbing. 

which wou1d clear the Amish in a 
drc1wn-0ut school dispute. Their refusal 
to turn :.tate-cerlificd teachers 
prompted several lawsuits, including 
one still pending ln Pawnee County Dis
trict Court. ' . 

"They should have /lone ii. two years 
ago, so it's lcind of disgusting in a way," 
said the soft-spoken Troyer. "We're just 
getting started now." 

But both of the original settlers said 
they harbor no bitterness, eiUier toward 
government 0Hlc1als or the community. 

"It's been a pleasant and short four 
years," said Milier, tlle focus of contro
versy when his buggy was sold at a sher
iff's sale to pay off a court fine. "We'r~ 
grateful for . all the goodness shown us 
and we·u I.le 1m'isu1g a lot of fnendly 
faces." 

A crowd coming from several coun-

r .,;;, ~-~r:ii';H 
; k ., ,-1:1·-

,? .. ;,f·. '· ,;_'i f 
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; .. 
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ties was attracted by such olden day of- , 
fcruigs as wood cook stoves, ant..ique i , ,, ,.,.:, ,. 
light fixtures and one-row machinery. A -~kt!· , J.,.. _ . 
like-new black buggy brought $510, a ·"{"~4_.- .·,;.,H-,~i!'1 
breaking cart $400 and a weathered bob- · \• ., , ' ~t \ti 
sled $85. I , 'J . ;lt ,•'' ~ ✓ J · ·, r · tl \.. , ,r;~ '!f,!,i'~ .,~t"~)! ,i 

Scnous bidders were obviously out- ~ "" ,.Jd1..:_L :. '' ·· · • I , ..,a · ; ~ · ·· ~1~ ~•.;Jif.14.~r,z.:,.,t,~: 
..... d b th . • . "'h A~; .. h . . . . . . Stafh>holo bv ~n Terr1,11 . 

num=re y e cunous. , e .. ~.. A . h f . ~ d f 3 ~o · 1 · , · 
conspicuous because of the men's wide mis arm auction "'rew {l. C~OW . ~ _. ~ peop, e: i, .,·,;:.: ;; , 

black hats and the women's tiny caps , ·. • . . - · ·: .. . i • .' \; .\, :,".: •• • •. '1 
and long dresses, were surrounded tiy While there had been 50me aiUJJlosily · use of electncity, Tb.al t:0nillct.ed wilh a 
wcU-wislung fliends. toward I.be newcomers al On,t. salti i;tate Agriculture Department require-: 

The women, incidentally, had a com- local ed.ltor-publliiher 81.U Tnompson, ment 1-hal aUl.001,ilti~ cooled storage : 
plete sellout of the baked goods which that largely subs11ied alter. it became tanks be.used to 11tore milk.~ fan:ne~• ; 

, have earned Uiem a lofty reputation. clear Uie colony wouW not grow. . main µvelihopd. . 1 , · : ,. . " ',• ,_. ~ 
"I really lJke thes.J people," sa1d Joe "They're qu&t au.1 very honest, JU:.1 According to -Miller, however, lt ~= 

Marti, who came 18 miles from Bern, going about their business," said Thomp- . peared the state was i1bout to re5Qcl11e · 
Kan., for Uie Sqle. "They're bard work- SOIL "Tbey don't expect anytning bul lo :; thHt problem. The liCbool silu.atioo I;! I.he~ · 
ers and I blame Nebraska that they arl) · , be left lQ go their own way.~ . . ;· .p1ain r!!ason Uw r~mlli.es ~eJno"1ng. •~ ~ \ 
having lO leave. Wbat the Legislature i& Besides tbe sctJOOI dispute, the Amish . "Wt! wollld have changL•<f pur p~ns if· 
dorng L5 good. but it sltoUlll , h,1ve come were l\a\'lOg economic probicms be- . these thin~ bad been done a yw ago,"; 
s0011c.:1 : · lo.U:,c vf rclt610.1:; l.dld~ f,n iJulJ 111g lhe . )le ~ 11t. "l.lulth1!n1 llt1: <l,'l;!l:l g,1-01\" · ; 

: ' I I .J .• , • • • -~·-·--·-··---------------------------...... -----------------------... -

., 

1 
!: ' 

I 

l I ; 
\ 

~· · -



' ' ~--1-c-e.a-t'·J,) l _ . ,,LQ -('. C 

// ' 

Metrb•'RegJon=a1· ·•.··· ,:·, Mo~o~:,~~~~nol~~lnSec 

. (, .I( ,.......,,_..·-~ 

' ·- "~, , .. . ~ I ·-T r1 -...· 1· ? 
... J T ~ t .: • ,:.~ 

' 
,, ' 

' '.~ l ,(,.: .~-' : ~:~·\ "(J ' . , .. ; i ( ;·r->.;"', ' !l' :"c, .. , .... , ,~.J:" ,','/'' ,.,. \ '(~ --:.-:1: ··~ '. r,ttf ~ff 1 ' ' " ... < ij ... , .... , ... , 1 ,-.;,v1''; ':t ~ .. 1,: .. fl'>,' ..... )tt,.. .. !-1,,~~~~-i't~~M.1 '7 v'f'f,\ H' : • ► 4 • h h I t, !•,: .,;' :!:; '' > ·•,·t'.:: ,, ·'[,,,,. ,,-. . .• : \' <-- _.,,, • ,-l ,, . . • · ;., ' ,,.-(,,,'., , , ,.•. I~ \,, ,',, ' .... >:1.fillS SC 00 s t ·ff~-,,1.:_s . ¥·~-~ , , ,-;~~~ , ,</ ¥-*~~ ;,7\ ~ ~~ .-~,/., .~:- :/ ~, : ~. ~~·:~_t;~· \--:;/·:'/t ,~: ;ri: i:~~\;;~ ~~- ~~-, -~~t~1 t~,r~;tJ;:f{rt:t\~;!._,. \:·/ ·;·~.: , '. ~-t: '1~ I 

•. - ' .,, . , ~ ~f;"·.t. ·~ ' {'",,,,,'/b ;,. . . {,",.,, t; _,; , · .. ~-.:.1~;;,J),·fi,~f'+~:.: .,-;,;'l:,,:~,·.~ ~ .. v~:i~i'l~s-~//, ;;~Jltt .~<~~·~· -~t~- .... ,. -·d ci·· · ---·· •···~•-· .... ~;•~.,.,,. ... A•, · ~--<l • ~, .. ... ) - - · - -, • ----·( - 't· ·· --· ),, .. , .. , .. ~"l .. ". -· ~,- , ... • I J' •• {'!' .. .. , .. . , 

are I• erent . ;;;,~ :,:~~·-i:...;~,~ ~r::~~jr:~/ ,~, . 1 ~~~~:·:'\\': ~:~, • 'i.);~~~/·/:•::~:-~.:,~•·~1'-~~)r-:! ~f'j)//~ ):~·,\/,it,\; , ,.:•,~ !''j'..l'~: •;}, 
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. . . . \ \ } \';/;11(·;,J{i;'.} ,:i?~i?": '. '. . 
graven image. Vi.sltors try not to stare at ·; ' ;i- -, ,--, .. ; / '-, · ·: , ,; ,,.,,p·•'C1 .• ,;• ~ . · .... , ' ,;, 

11111 girb' iiJOOe-length dresses and tiny ., . · . · · ~ ./' · · • ; · · >i/, \-)!; .. i • ,· >, '1 · i ·' ,-· • 

t,lac.:k c~ps.. . ·.. ,) l '· ,, . ,_: , ·1~.fj}~~:i;\/~}~\:/ J} ., ·\;/ •· ;'i 
Otherwise, the six-pupil West Brancb ; · ·.~--'.· ,, ;.··,;,)t,;~(- ~-,:,-,f./··\ .:.: ~-,, .,-'·-' ~ , . . •. , . . ~. ·-~ ... .- , .. _ ... ,. > ,• • 1 ( , .: .. 

School strongly reStmblt•s hundreds of i ~ . :j.·, .;.l~! f, ·- ·-:- .. _ _ .. __ . : .. ::'::. ' i · ;-; . ; 
1
• '· •,.J , , ·it,· 

vtncr:; once dolllng the t-;ebrahl.a coun- ~--' ~~1 .-,~. ':~'r- ;~~:1t.=~;1r~.tCFliF tt:r r esn 1r 15 7 
• ' " -" ·•· • · .,t 1 ,. . . . . ~- ·1:,-r~ '• ,e- . • ~ •.. r. , .. ........ -~ .· ·,, ... ,.-t,.•_, •- vj .•. • 

1rvs1de .. lh.isrural 1>ClWO~ however, t.sOld r.· !'I-~··, . . fl ' -;-. •. • · .. . ,., , . .• :-: -. , • .-·'<. •<! ., , . · .';Ji••,:•t• /'1"1•.f'-..' "', , -\ ,-l '(. ,I '~ · 
,l ..__. , -..... j •? - . '- . • t . • • ( ,"/ •••, , , , M I f ,I , ,_ (J ; • 

IJn.ll'r Ami:ih, one oHwo U1 lhe :.l.lte. , . -~~, t :·:=.~:-· ~~1 . ·, b. ,·.!1~jj 
11
.~, r * ·. · '.. ·. . · .···t~ , ./ , , ·-:. : :: :t\f_·~ ; 

The other is East Pawnee, a rew miles 
east on Nebr~ 4 bul less recognizable 
:.u1ce classes are held ill Roman Born
trcgtr's gar.i~. West Branen is a one- . 
I 11ne pubbc &ebool lbat was moved in last 
fall . · 

Mrs.. Borntrt'ger, whose 10 pupils m
rl uc:le hve of her own ctuldrcn, and Wes.t 
l5 riiut:li' s Sara Miller have been chiir~ed. 
~li lt tca<:tu~ li\lthoul !if ate CCr1l flCllkS.. 
Bt,Ul arc ill their l1r,:.t ) ear ; both arc 
,•1::hlh-grade graduates as per , Anili.il 
cu:itolll . AuJ holh, :,.l!·t1A:ct 111 Lhc tullural 
.,n,1 rd1~10us preu:pb or several g,·ncra• 
1i.Jn:l, ~u crniity feel li ,,,1. !)l.llc ~tand,trd:; 
\ I •L! l, ' \l,1 •1i \ll: c,r,1e ':, u.,n~lllUllOnal 

rl191t.s. Their conlenlllln could go <1:i high 
~ lhc Li,?. ~upremc Cowt. 

... J.'). 

~ar;1e bubjccl!f " 
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Ambh children play 111 the ya rd of West Branch Schoc1l in Pawnee County. 

Fund d r ive will aid Pawnee County familict, . ,. .. 

buy-bllck try'if llils ~ canu.me.. prelly lll Ul'h Lhc :;ame -;ub
'i '.,.-i;;rh\ •u , ::;t ,· r.~ .. ,1 . l'\. t , . h tUl,tll 

' . :: , · j;,u d a ">:,f lJUilb. ,\ \l :,tl l,, \\ ,~I 

, ~, lirancb._ ~acu~y in I.be c~ M~ .• ,,,. _ By Dean Terri II 
, •; (iicm~ard, uwll.c.ted two additions: Ger• ,, ,_. ··,. Southeast Nebro~ko Bureau 
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~ lllP I 1.5. Supreme C,pu.rt. 
.. , ~ . 

Sume tmhjecli; 
Mt>antime, pretty much lhe same sub

r<·t.:; t;,ugl,t m.pubtic schools are taughl 
I llic l WO cl;u;srooms. A Vl!'ill to West . 
;ranc.:h, practically in the Cb.ns Millet' 
a, 11 1y,ird. indlc.ited two additions: Ger
n:rn dlld religion. fridays are largely -· 
;111•11 over Lo lhose two :.ubjeels. 

" We need the German because our 
lau , Ii M'f\' IC 'l'S ·are :..t11J u1 that Ian· 
,1ug1•,' ' s,od ~ard, lhe fourU1 :;c;Wr in a 
.J ll ill y of 12 to have taughL "And school 
; upcned every mootiJlg w1lh prayer." 

I ciPkmg e\'cn younger· than her .17 
:(:Jl'!i , U1c lcad1cr 11-01 C ,J 11c,1tlj' pre,:;;;cd 
1b , li. ~:,:; mud1 Loo long fur rt:t:C:,i, base

di ,\ '>'lulc cap hl· ljX-<l set her apart 
om the three guts w1lh their black 

l, ,j)!>. 

Thf• school lost four puptl5 recently 
1,, ·11 11,c 1· ,:lly \' ode( IJrl lll y rnu1e11 LO 
t' ,.,-,. !l l r <;, Yooer l.::i !:>,u·a's :,1:-;ter. 'l'h;1t -
ll :.Ix vup1h and six grades, au children 
f .\ lice Miller : Iva. Mattie. Alvin, Oora, 
a, ,1L .i nd ,\Uee Jr. The lamtly IJvcs J~l 
ll u;:,,_, I ht.: :;t:Cllon. 

"W1··re real well !)ali.sfied with Sara a!; 

\ei.id icr, only ~.!,! uo \11:-,h Lhcre were 
Uit•r l'lulct.ren," sald their rallwr. , I 
,ou.W.11l be afraid lo put my ciu.ldren or 
n., ,,;ner Anush up agam:,t those edu· 
:Jied m t.own.M 

·~1irro1,111dinge, 11ot good' 
I i!ler·:; obJec11u1i.,; to publJc :;c:hools _ 

re · tMh on v. lµJ. !My wou.ld be laugnt 
11C1 \¾ h.i t I hey W(),Ult.!Jll L,c,'' he :>aid. Be-
l !, , l hti l,1ck c,f rl.'11g1uus I r:.iuw,g. he 
,, ld ii ,., d11 iJ1 en ,.-riuld be :;ubJeClt'ii to . 

'} 1oi'l 1 \ i•,; c l,1111~~ as St:X .iud evulullon." 

"; ,.:.1 LIH! s;i:ni1indu1g-; r,t lhe pubilc 
:h0•, 1;, al i: 1,ol g(,ud," tic Cu11ll!lUtli. "D!:>

.· 1p !t1 ,1· anu l.l~nlc are wh.iil t·h1 l1.ln..n n<:t:d 
ti":-t ' ' 

l , , ·1ph11e '! S.aJa hit Id she has no dJ:-,ci-
: 1, ,l.,h I d .;,, cJt dll .. l)t c..n t. , i11.tt i:) 

, , .,, ·· :, , )! !i·amcd a l i,vil!l! auct ll,-:11 1,ut 
1 1 ·• •J' l! . . ,l ~·. t ,.11{ " 1!,:td v.1,1 1. 1...i 

u .::,:,tcU U) !Jal clll.:> i.im1 :,Llluvl i.1, U.l.:, 
<µled her mother . 

.. I .~;, r "' • ·• .. L . ,, ,,, .. ~ .: 

l'HU U UJT\IC WUl a1u l "llWUCe t....UlUUJ 1a1uu1ee l '. •· ~-.':· J i f '7-;t ' \ , , · 

·Amisli · 
, 1, ,• f.,, ' 1 

BY Oea·n Terrill • ;>i 

. Southeast Nebraska Bureau 
NWNl!:E CITY - An attempt to buy 

an AmL'ih buggy wld recently 'at a liher
lff's auction and return it lo its original 
owner apparenlly has fajleq beca~ 'lbe 
buyer refu:,;es Lo seU. 
· Jdnics, Svoboda of Belvidere, who 
rai,sed more than $800 1n a stale fund 

· drive 111 behalf of lhe Amish, saul lhe new 
owner Lurned down <! telephoned open
cull offer for lhe vehicle. Hoy Nider. ii 
Pawnee C1ly grocer, paid $4:!0 for tl\e 
buggy al I.he December aucLI01L 

"I told Nider we would pay a !ait price, 
i.ncludlng some !or llli mconveruence, bul 
he repU<'d that he didn't need the 
mouey ," :;aid Svoboda. "Yet I'm hopeful 
he will reco11~1dl!L Th.it buggy i:; U1c ,·ery 
symbol of a 400-year-0ld culture." 

N1ckr, who commulcs lo the grocery 
from nearby Axtell, K1u1., toW a reporter 
he bought the buggy •· for my own rea
sons." lie declUled further comment ex
cept to .say he wa~ mi.squoled u1 a Karu,as 
Clly article that report.di he nughl re
turn the vetucle lo its ortginal owner. 

• · · Second tboughh! . 
•· Th.al owner. Allee Miller, vowed la!,t 
monl.)\ lbal he · woUld leave the commu
nlly after Pawnee C(iUnty authon111::; 
:x·lll'd tile t,ugg_)- .uHI ~ifi~ lrum a d,etk
ll1g accuwil to pay a $:lO flue. ,\ cuurt air 
1wa1 ran the total to $:,l!IJ after the Arn1:-,h 
fal111 •r of 11 , fined. tor :-;cudmg llli duiuren 
LO au Ann.:.h school that had a 11011-certi, 
fled tcacl1er, S.ll(\ IL WO U!tl \1Ul.1te hts 
priuc1plc:; Lo pay Lile filll! , 

M1Uer told a rl'poncr Thur:;d;,iy he has 
rcct.'l \t'tl :-.uch supp<irt Lhal hi! ha.:; !>t.;l'U!ld 
Ll1llugilL',, anoul movu1g. 

"Beside:, lot.:; ol lctlcr:-;, wo've h:ld 
vi::,1Lor:, fn,m as I.Jr away as ll a.'>li.11gs 
and Grand h;land who c;.;me to give c11• 
couragemenl ," sa1rl /\'11Ucr, 4:l. ",\ncl n11i.,t 
uf ltus l'Cllll ll1UIU1 y h r c.,,i l, ')l'lll l\y . I 
gu1::..:, \\ i.: l .. 11 al 1, J) !> 1:,cl ;u1u111.:, liu&;,Y - · 

I 

C 1 , • ) , , :r t 
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, ,. , \ ~¥ , ♦ ~ . ... 1),. ... 1- ":, ,., •• ,.~,.-~ti."•.:,".~ 
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Two buggies are parked in the yard at lbe Chris ¥filer h~tIBe~ .. · ~-•"'.!/.; 

. ·. ~ ·t:- '. J .. ~ ,· ,i .. ' . , 1 ·• . . I • ': ' • / j" ... l . ~ 

the U.S. Supreme CourL ''f'he Pennsyfva- . "We now clamp the box in place ev'-'f'Y.·f 1 
nia-buscd National Committee (Qr· the • day before the mail. comes and l4ke , IL l- .~ 

·.Preservation of the Ami.sh Hellgwp. will ·, .down , aflefV!'ard." . . said M~ . Miller:/ :'~ 
? defer.1<1 lhe Nebraska families Uµ-oug}J ) . '."fhat!s ~~r ~n;, baving Lo ~r ~e'!V :,f~ 

n;1llon;d1 y known atturm:y W1U1am Ball. · o.nc:1.." · · · · 
, \ ill h.1u;.; ll :0. lllkr I.S u11cerl;, 1n \\hi: l11~•r 

to move, another or the :;ix re:,1llenl lanu
lies ctehrntely has decided lo pull out. The 
Urn:, lhllers, '.>!10 houghL a 17-acre ·-re-
1u·e}11cnl lruct•: wc:;L of Lown last Maren, , 
;1rn uncertain 011 ly,about dale and dc!:itl· 
11.!LH.Jrl. 

One of teacbe ,•,; · 
Tht'u· 17·} e.ll'·ll lll J.iughlcr, Sam, l:i uoe 

or two teachers t:hurged w1lh, k.1t hu1g 
. wllhoul ~ cert11ica1e. Thetr heanng::1 
probahly will be t1111cd with lhc four la
Uwrs' ca::-.e:,. 

, ! 

Th.al incident was an exception, how
c\·er. The ramllie:; say they generally 
bave been well-trcalet1 i.p the lhrnc years • . 
:.w1:c lhe Allee Mllli!rs and l,evi 'l'JO)Cf:i '1 
n1oved here from Oblo. The othens Col· . ~ 
lo" (;(J rrwn I.hat t.Lai'c: and Iowa. · •. ,1, • I 

• I J 
Thi.' most VOlval prote.s1 ag;tiru;t lhe·· · f 

J\mi.,-,11, ll SJJl(1ll, Ull.'>l~ Util &d ii l)l}t:,,nng Ill .• 

t.t,u l\t!atnl:e l)qtly :>un am\ Y~wnec He, , 
p11Lucltn, waa· ool strongly worcteu; ne- : . 
tired farmer EUu; Doyel Lold a rcporwr 

, he -. a:; Lhe lone jil>OrtSOr, but he cstiniated •, 
Uiat "ao1,1u~ IS& purccnt of the rural people. 

· ticre :;b.are \.he l)iltn~ feelln~" . . r • 

Kc•~P to then111elve11 

" IL isn't a ChrLilWO way of lHo lo h.,vo 
u, 11 ,;l. l tu ... tl 1L,," :.a1ll ~;ll'u ·::; llltJl hcr, , 
t\c.l..1, <U!>tanlly reluLL'<.I Lo lhe Allee 
~l lll l.: rs. " ii:, gelllllg Ila.rd Lu LUIII till! 

~5.~0, ~tt ~~~e~: .Jlu_ier cheek, but al le,lCil ~il (lQq'l slril\,e · 
.~ince ,lhjt,_\)uggy app,arenUy won't be <.;-::back.'' . "i . 

~uw cxccuuye d.l.n:\:l.Or Qt P-'w111 .. ~ Vtl; 
' lage, a retirement centei:;· oov~l,saW his :1 
· main object.ion 12' that the Amt.,h "liV4' r~~,..~~~ ... 5t•obod~· !?:1 !:-! !t~ ·::! '~ r-- .- 0 ~,, ~··~:~·~• "" :- ..... ... , ..... ~ !~ 1 ·••.-:· !~ ~ !-'" '"' !••: 



b.!U. A white cap tieli'<l ~el hrr· apart 
!rom , th~ three girb with Lhe1r blad; 

· "I told NidPr we w~-~ld·~;;··;·fair price . ; ____ : ·,,-,"; t~ rj,, '-~,~~m'f-~~~~~111•'.":lfl'>, ,~7-
. ' - f I' , · '•I I ' • · I• ' , f ' (\ 

cap~ . 
uu:lu,lrng somero, h.1.;rnconv~•tul'llC.L' but f.,, if.,:\(\. .1.1~:1~~' ;ti.!,t'_ .... ,1, ,,, 1,jl, 1-"t ~· i~ ~ .., •. . ' l '.'t •- ,, j~) 1•, t r'4iJ~J\"1 ,c:..,r 11~\,•~-;,; ! ' , .. 111',o,._("_ ,;,~• -
he repht•d 1h31 ht! tlHln l lll 'e(l lhc ,• ~;• • , 1 i .. 'ii~i:·'.t~.l',i:l•,•r."•''1' .. ·') ''\ ~, -

The school I 'l f ·1s • " money," s.tld ~voho<la, "Ycl l'm hopdul !--: ;) ,t•~'l~ · ··ru~~~- ,(' , ~,:.· ~:: ··. ' \"-t-~'' \ 1 ·~·( / ...'._ -~ , ' .-,:~:_:_:: . ", .,, '\ •.;..?•·i-.·; 
• 0s, our pup, rc(cntly he will reconsider. That buggy ls tbu very f,' r.: - .. , '' l 1..: • , "." l\ '-~,~ · · 

"~<'n the t ,elly \ oder_ fan,1lly _ move~ to symbol of a 400-year-old culture." 'W•·1 .: J;l~l;~; 
1 

' l.\) ~ .... 
T<.xas.Mrs_. YoderlsSarasslSter. 1hat - Nider.whocommute::. LOl.he , 17.' ; ··. ·· ~\!!...} · .•·.V, .:1· • ,· a .. n,~ ,,- , 
left SIX pupils and six grade_s, all children from nearby Axtell, Kru1., told a rrr~~~~ ~ :: •:~~<.·•> .. •." ., ,. -~~-._.r ; .: . ,:'-. .'. ~ ,1. , , , - · ~ . 

''. f ,\lice Miller : Iva, Mattie, Alvu1, Oora, he bought the buggy "for my 
O 

po :' , v•,•~;;;}v•,~•~ ·k•\'t'Nlf .. ,:~ ~ :,; , ·: -: ; .~ - · ,~t,,: , '.'-: ·, ,,..; 
,lu<:ob and Atiee Jr. The famlly uves Ju:;t son.s." lied . wn rea , '-.!\~r .... ,·,.i .,·;.· :·, •~--:-~ •- ' 1'!': •'., ;_-~I! ·_:,, ,. , , ., . \•' ~~,; . 
arn;.-.:;Lhesect1oa . . . eclined further comment ex•.:- .,i.,fJlj!;/',.:::;-'i.:.f;., "",!,'1f:,r. .,~ ') ''?,f.'- .. Y_. ,;. '!,: ~•,.t• , 't, , , .. : •~ . -~ • . 

, , .,·" 1·. • · <;epLlosayhewasmlSlJuotedinaKansas ., +· ";,'·.1·.~· "··•-'l-... •• .... , , . ,n l , - • ,. · ..,, .. ,. "'· • "1 , · , , ., , _~ •. 

··We're real well S<llisfied with Sa~ cl!> 
a leiicber, onJy w,e do wish there were 
other ctuldren," sajd their fallier. ;·1 
.,., ouldn'l be afraid lo pvt my children or 
,my otnt:r Aml!ib up agaUlSl those edu• 

· City article that reported he mighl re- · :; . · ' ,Two !>'1
1
ggl~~ are-parked m the yard at the Chrl~ Miller h~usc.. · ·, \': · •; 

lurn the vehicle lo i~ onginal owner. , .·• :, · •• ' ' 1, • • . ~ • • .P, A · • I : • I r. · '· ·~ 
. . Lhe U.S. Supreme Court. -"hw Pennsytva- , -we now clamp the box In place evt-'f'Y-1!1-

Second tl1ought!t . nla•bast:tl Nat10m~ ConunJtt~ (Qr the day before the muU comes and take It . 
· /, Tl\al owner. Atlee Miller, vowed la!>1 . '· Preservation or the, Am ish RellgiOfl., ~•JI down ahcrwaro," said 'Mrs'. Miller, ' / 

tilled m town." · 
month that he woWd leave the commu- , ] defend the Nebraskai families Uµ-ough :-'l'h.ttis betU)r U1an. )laving to buy new • ! 

· · ruly aft er Pawnee Cuunly authorities nat1onaUy k.nown atlomey William 8all. · Ollt!!i." • ., 
sei?.ed the buggy and $169 from a check- All.hough Miller is uncertain whelher . . ', . . .ll 

'~hirroun,1iogt1 not goo<J' 
Miller'~ objeclioas to publlc schools . 

:ire "both on w~at they would be taugl1t 
,,ncl \\ hat I.hey wouldn't uc," he sa1tl. Be
~1d1·s tht! lack of rcllgious trauung, he 
.,;,1.d, lhe rtultlrcn 140uld t,c ~UbJetletl lo . 
"Suri! tcadungs ~ :;ex and evolution." 

· .. .I usl the surroundings of the public 
:-.rhoob are not good," be continued. "Dis

ip!me and Bible are whpt children need . 
I i·~-v-,t:• 

P1.s<'iplme? S:.ra sa.id she has no disci
pw,c problem:;. al oll "bccau:;c lhal is 
~ 11}cUung leame<i al home and then put 
into practice at school" llard work Is 
:,tr,!:ISCd by parents and · school alike, 
,HiJt.'t:I her mother. 

··Lcar:w1g Lo do a good day's work is 
11, ULil more important than anything a .. 
1~1y might learn in high sch0<)~" said Mrs. 
~!1:lcr. "Our people a6o are tau~ht Lo 
1\ u1 ,- for others and {or :iati:. li.tcllon, not 
J li I for [)J)'." 

l l,c moU1er, . more outspoken U1an 
;,,,nw of the other selllcrs, scoHed at the 
1, :.1. her cen 1hration reqwrcmenl 

· i lil: re's a '11ff erence between bcin~ 
t t'I IJHPd and quallJil'<i," she said. "Some
bo<Jy s.1 1ct thal for w; to have a cerllf1rd 
:, .. ,·n1·r would be IJ.kc a Catholic lcaduug 
,, 1 . .Jl 11:,t :,1u1d.:y :,,: hun1. •· 

... 

ing account to pay a $30 fine. ,\ court ap- to move, another of the six resident rami- Tha~ ,incident was an except1on, how• :: 
peal ran the lot al Lo $5!!9 aft~r the Aim.sh . lies definit ely has decided to pull oul The e\'er. I he families s:iy I hey generally 
father of 11 , fuwd for send4ig hJ.s clu.Jdrcn Ctu·is Millers, who bought a 17-acre "re- ha\ c been wull-lr~alcd l11 the three years ' 
lo an Am~h .srhool that had a non-certi· lire1nent tract" west of town la.st March., .swre the Allee Millers and l,cv1 Troyurs 
fied lead1er, ~1d it would ,wblc hi.s ,ire uncerlam only .about date and desl!· mo\·ed here from Ohio. The others fol• 
pru1c1ples Lo pay U1e fine. natwn. Jo"ed from U1at :;tale and lowa. 

Miller told a reporter Thursday he lla.s , ' 
received such support that he has second One of tcad1cri; 
thought~ about moving. Their 17-year-old daughter. Sara. is one 

"lie.sides lots or letters, wo've had of two teachers charg~ wilh k adli.ug 
visitors rrom as far ,1way as ll~lings ·. without i} . cerlihcate. Their hearing:; 
and Grand hiland who came LO give en- probaply wtll be tuned with the four fa· 
couragement," said Miller, 42. "And most thers' cases. . 
of Uu.s commwuty i.s real friendly. 1 "ll isn't a Chri.slian way of life to have 

, guess we can always get ,mot.her buggy." , lo fight ll.ke this," said Sara's mother,, 
. Ada; dli,tanlly _Telated lo the . Atlee 

8500 to Miller '· ·. 
Since the buggy apparentlv won't be 

rew~w.sllcit, :,vulMJ.a :.a1li, ~ , will be 
given to Miller tu ht ;p purthase a re
placement. The balaru:e of the fu nd will 
be u.~ed to dl'fc rn.1 Miller amt lhree olhtr 
Amish fct thcrs iJ1 aJIOl.her court aclJon 
11e,\l mouUL 

Miller, Lt·vt Troyrr, l''elly Yoder :i11d 
Hoinan Bornu-eger r~ce ml.sdemeanor 
charge~ of vlolatmg compulsory school
allenllqnrc Ja.,..s - the same 0Hc11.sc 
wlud1 broughl Miller's ftrsl ftnt:. Cou11ty 
Cuu1t heannia;:; lt'nlalln :ly are sd1~u.ll-'<i 
for Ma.rd1 :ll -Apnl 2. 

The Chllfl'h vs. :-.l,llE' impl1 ra t10IL'i are 
almost nrtatu to t..1 1u' ltlf' 1r: .. 11, ·r lv lilt! 

Neu,~ ~uv.rc1111.: Lo.u L aud µos:,1lJly 

' ... ~• ~I/,.,.;:., l. 

-~~::...i.. 

·· Millers. "It's ' gelling hard. lo turn the 
.. other cheek, but at leitsl we ~on't strike 
ba(k." 

Oue daughter and son-m-law, the Felty 
Yoder:;, already have le!t for Texas be
cause of the tension. The Chns Millers 
have nine other mame<l th.ilctren in vari• 
ous states. · 

:iwe v.;erc hoping that soriw of the · 
olliers would ~U}ij here, put not now," . 
continued tbe ho1Uiew1fe, in her nud-50s. . 
"There are many other pl.ices where our 
p('Oµlc c,111 have tlw!r sd,oob in pc,1t(:," 

Exc(•pt for lhe court ca.sci the most 
scnous µrolesl against the Amish wa.s 
the knocking down of four (amilu.i.s' rural 
maill>O'.\C:i 111 l>ccemhcr. Tile one 1Jclo11g-
111g t," Ilic Liu c, ,\ lllkt s l.Jlcr wu;, :, luh.: 11 . 

.. } 

· The most vocal prote:.t agalJl.':il lhe"' ( 
Anu.sh. a s.mau. wi:;1~1l'<i ad appcarmg m 
Lhe Bealrite Uatly Sun and tawnee lle
puol!can, wa.-; not strongly worde(t )le- ,. 
tired farmer 1!:Ui!i Dovel told a reporter
be was the lone ~poru;or, but he estimated· ~ 
that "about 85 percent or the rural people. . 
here share lhe i;ame feelin°~" •' - · ' 

'. ' . ' ' 
tr" . ,. . ,, \ 

• . •.. . . ... . I , . '~ 

Ke~p to theimelv~es . ·· ·,1 . • · I 

to.ow executive director of Pawnee Vil- ] 
!age, a retirement cc11t cr, UoH•I .'><J,JJ !us 
11:i.ui1 ooJecuou ill that the Arr1ish "live ·· 
\ i:ry much lo th£:mselves and wLII never 
betome a real part 9f the community." •l 
A.bl. formens resent U1cu· com1~ ll11,~ for ,1 
l..Jni.1 a.nil merchants feel thn.'alen<..'<I be- · 1 

Cclu:;e Uiey b11y 111.1 car11 or other modern't• .j 
couveruences, ·. •-· ,.,., ". ., , .: · , ; ·-:- •, ~ 

"I feel no bilteme~ toward lhen1; JI.Cll : 
di:,Jppomtment," Dovel cont111ucd. "I'd 
c, en :,.;y Lm:y t,.;1vc II nt:hl tu lht:Ll' own 
M:llOOII!, bul fJDl If t!W lllll, l.aw:1 IW Vll to 

, be chllngl'<i to dCCommod:ltl'. them. , 
"Thlly're a God-fcartng people 111,d you 1 

don't hllve to worry aboul thom llteahnt). . 
) l'l ,r they clurngc the COltllllUllily lhcy'vq 
~ll !>Orlll'lhUlg 1ll lhal Wil "" 

~ 
•, 
,,I,' ... • • • • • .•, ,, ~ 

- iT-

'I 
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\ IOWa says it~ 23 Ami Sh, scho_ols 
i ca11 use non-certified te:achers\·· 

·DI% MOl1\ES, low~ (AP) - slers .score abov~ the 60th or . sch~ 1~-:1;in," she sald..'"The)· 
The·1_owa Dcpanment·or Pµb- · 70th per~entile ·on the basic are miiklr'b aat.sfactory prog
lic lnstruct1op Wednesday au-·: te!its, Ms, Munro sald. Thal · ress in"the basK' skills onl . 
thorlzed 23 Amish schools to . means they performed better The public t-ctiools teach at1d!-

. continue using non-certifieq _; than 60 percent or 90 ~rcent of Lion.al lhin~ I.hat are unportB 

1 te.achers. - . J , •. ''.~ '· _' .-· those laking the tests. · . to th(' qi.:alll :-- m file as we lead 
. ' , 'l'he authori1.at1on continues , · 'tn not s.J ying their school,; it, and Uie Io-..-a Tht does no 

i' ,until .next year an exemption i are as ~ood as the public tes; ror th::~ .. \ . . . · · -

·: ~~Ej~~,2t;:i:: f ll;tvn~e f; ity (r.!i!t.JJ.Ul Ojf : 
1 Sl~~:;;;e;t: ei;~~ri-~~

1t·i,1 .Amisl{edlltaiio1i· ~as~ ~:~;' 
li1i~~~;~ ;~n~~ia:arl;~l)<PAWN~ CITY. ;AP)-_· ~ · ~i 'n1; ~date__~~--~;-~L. · 
~the-524 children in lhe ~misb ·,_·: ttt,al to qecide whether ,two ' when the briefs are :-ecei,·ed .., 
! scho $ ·Ji.re making satisfac~· :~ Amish Jamilies in ·-Nebraska b,1 the court, U-,e allornev said. 
l !Of\' •rogress as measured~ ')-can continue educating their :, • • •. • ~ 
~the· Iowa Test or Basic Skills.! ~J _.Children with ti private tutor _The Levi Troyer and ~ ._ 
r· "They ru; very well on these ~ •has been postponed-.. . , ,-nner famllies could fa~ max- ~ 
te t.s," ·-said Ms Munro. wrhe -:' It was to start Friday in lmu_:n mlSdemeanor, _pe.~ : · 
schools ' emphasize . study ~ Pawnee County Court.. but one o~S,500.~ m?nlhs llil~n- .. 
hi bits quality of .. ork and fin- · of the lawvers inn>lve<1 in the ment 0- bolh •-~ • n_e K!-

. , • "-~1• ft law •rrft .... n•e ... ,~ \ 'e.af 
'ish1ng ,.Your. work. They_ .are . case said Tuesday a · •~egal ut~_ --c •~'-',' "'~ - •· • 

l m,,k.ing sati;facto:-y progress , .question" has arisen and sul>- There 15 :1° tnlnlm~_une. • _ 
:. for lhe_type of life they lead."·{· mission of addlt1onal briefs ls The t WOU!l'.llies !:ave a l.otal 
• · 'Man or he Ar.iish .voung- -: ·necessary ·· - · · •· :, · --# , ol 18 t'hi1dren. ·• "' 
)I;::,._~ ,,;,. ,.c;,rs, .' ,. : .. • ,t-.'" , .~ :- • ." • ...~ •• 4' ..._ 1 __:::!:.. ..,.__. _:_~. __ 

• 



Am i!. ·: ,o . "'". :. ·1 h, 
- (anr. .,\.:.: i .. ,1:·, t · ·:y :...i 11.; t ·' '-i 
.... }"C'ars ... ~ r , · 

1 
~rt.•1o1,: ft.e:., t~ ;• ... · f i:s t 

year f. ·· r, ~ ::t' :1 Gi :-,g :he!!'· :~!ld:-en :o 
s1.;ite-_ : r: •·. · _. chvvls. G:_,c t i: mlly 
ll'ft l\ l':m, •. :1. i he At lee l\~::i ers :i:.d 
the I 1. ··:1 ; r yers rem::i :•· t'C. The 
Rom<.1 1, H, · ·.: cgers, ar: o: nrr Arr: 1sh 
fam i ly. 1 ; ,. •-d i;i from Wis, x is; n. 

Last ~.t .-. . r',ornl rfnr r, J\ ~:!!ll r :11 d 
'fl"O)'l •, \ . • : c chargr<l rn d is: r! Cl cc .. : l 
,nth , ,i :. :ng /\\·br.i ska'~ sc·i•. •J/ 
laws. 

· P,:rn·:.~'C' Coun ty Atr orncv L. ·.::-e 
Steh1 1;,, v. ,:i filed the s·:: :t, c1 l -::o 
nam c.-d Brr. t ft'gc•r's w i fe , lJ:irb...: :- .:i , 
for tc.,•: .. ir; , v.1thou t a. ·eb ~:1, :,;! r , . 
lificz t-.' <•r :-irrn ll . She :c-"'cht•s 16 

isl, r h!'. .-~n in a ,,::rage· Jrt:i,'.. c:d 
to t ht.· !•,,·n :· ' L'grr hol:: ,:. 

M:.i 11o r ,. 1h i em ;;n .. P::i w :-. c- e 
uro! :: -r! . (IJ supcr ir.t e c1. :l! , 5 d 

the A:: .:!>h , nilcren . ,"C·m tr be r •. t· 
llr,g ·~. :;J c ., .;at t (:duc~it:on ··/ J r ll ic·:r 
p ... iX'" ~. :, fa r us l cu r. rt·i i." 

he . .:; fd he school is \1 ::h!n the 
P ·,1nc·. C• ::, district n.,d ti,t .- ~,,.·n 
\1~ !1 , :, •.µ : ,0 1 · ach ievc:nc: :1! · tcs:, . 

hlr:; . Tr .. ,· ::-ia:.n sa ic the Am >~ h 
d1ildr( ·• '!> ~.; :-,~ ! yea r is ~5 d:.;•;s 
sh-'.lnc •~· -: 1s req:.iin•d for \ c· b :-: (,,. 
L ::: P" 1 . ,c Sc , .... Is. Boys in ti:l' lih :·:h 
i::-:idc ~C, ' :- :;y an: dis::i i·s,d fr om 
cl:-,ssc~ 10 , ·::p· pick cor:i in Lhe L: ;J 

"d pl.::.: , :-·-ps ·in the spr: r.,: . •··For 
t:->, me·· r :-:, people ha\·e il : cept c:d 
h )m, · · .~ j: : l • ~id. 

inc "! :;:::'. c.:iid there is ' ' ;: J qw,s
n" .,~~·-· the effecti \'fr ,es s of 
1ish \,. ..:.J .. :Uo:1. 

"Th• . .-_\ t .. , :5 schools before me gc•.,. 
,·, .imen: r:.,d schools," he s..:id, nd 
,·\·:11sl ~-.. :~ rt·n are taug!:t :o spt'1k 
r. .. gl ish, G.·mian and P,mmvlvani a 

Ulch. Ti.cy learn "p::i- icnre and 
r indn(·-. ,, C•X•rxration ra th~ r tr. a ri 
co .-2 ! ion. conscnsus , rnt.her thon . .' 
lndi vidw :1~·:n. A 12-year-old Am ish 
gi rl a.i.n rn. · a meJ.I for.JO thres her . 
Herr ·,;,. ~er 1:wght her." · · · ,, . 

Wil fi.i: .. ; ·:1ompson, pub l>s hcr of · 
the P.:.i1 ·nee :{epublican ~nd fo r n fne 
yea rs :. ;n ·;. ,her or the Pawn0,,; Ci ty 
&: ool l · ~ :, believes i h Am ish 
school :.!:01, , be nllowN to operate. 
"But th ; v. .;,; aminorlty ie · on the ·, 

· rd ," Th; :npson said. He~ i d hr-" & 
hot tot.,! ·: bL::lnd the Am is. pos i t 1011, 1 

bulsurr•-rt.<thcmonprinci , !c : 
· Since the ·•Jong-estabi:shed cuF 
ture·: C'f :'1( Amish is recogr:l zed y 
~me 0 1 

• .·' , ~t at es, ?--;ebra ¥oil should · 
I .d a · .. :/ to iet them ope r.m the>r , 

o•.1 hr..:,la, 1heirownsO( iety,"l1e , 
it.aid. ,.. s 

nth( oui, . hand, Thomps n said , . ' . 
" 'Onr'-: . hrr,\ they'd fee, if a fa rm · 

m r, : t· :-ought his C'JS o:-::1 s into 
n Am i~r. CC':""'munitv." · 
Stehl ;, ,:k: ' incd to be ir.ten·i \I.C'C: . 

~ : :-· 1 , ~ dc-clined to a n~wt· a re 
rter·s cut·~ tions or perm:! phot 

·;r:1p s : ·~ t--. taken on his r pt ::, ~-

" 1 11(' i"ai:- h.1:,· .~1 :->!, ·: , , . 
assert t 11at l" t · ; ~ . ,.,, :., .i", .. · ··c · , • ·, 
;·h~m fr; m c;·,;;1:.'J,;~·.: .. .': l.. 0

: :.d. (1:;n 
sa id. 

H.:: said there is no wa y tl.. :: /1.m ish 
tt'achrrs cou ld qu::i l1 fy for c•:nific:i
t ion in Nebraska hccause ::,{ ir r cl i-

'.I 
Mrs. l11iem.wn 

~imis belit"fs rrjc'<'! srhno!i ng bl'yond 
the eight h !; r:iJe. Tli C' Amist': bdien· 
h1ghc-r C'duc.-i1 ;nn c·xpo~vs ;.i p•:r:--on to 
"scii•ra i fic pur~u :ts, :i ut or.m!Ji le~" 
and other PIPme1:1~ u:· "wor!JlHH:c:s," 
"':1ich they reject, hc~:ii d. 

Lindholm. a Lut hc rari min:strr, 
s:iid he cou !ci not ii': , h Am ish s tu 
dents bec2!.l se oi his edu:i:!: ion. "I 
would not he thl' q;!J t exampl e. I 
would undermine 1;·,-:i r b(·liefs " he 
s:iid. ' . . 

The Am i~'> h,,ve schcx~l s in :.'l 
states, Lind /11 ;: m s:,,.id, il nd among 
them or.ly ~; ,-t; rasb., low :.:. a:1d s :x 
others req-.;irc· p:.iroch i:d sc hc,ol 
tcacht"rs to bi· cenif1cd. l 0·,1·i1. howev
Pr, makt"s i: possible to e~ta::; :in cx
emntioneach vt':i r. 

r.:1rs. Caini >D•:li s:11 d ,h,:, 1•. ,:u! d loc,k 
at teach ing c:: r-e r icncl' clnc n:i igious 
training in rn (!i!1 np the: q c: ;; ::fi c:1li ons 
of an Amish tcarhc r. But she ind1-
CJted the Am i~:h sch00l woe. !d not re- • 
rrive speci::il r omidC"r:i twn. and she 
would follow the law cl osely in weigh
in~ its appli,11t ion. 

'We would be setting a prcce
drnt," she 0bscrvcd. 
. The Amish controversy bega n in 
Pav.11rc County short lv af :cr three 
Amish fnmilH:s from Oh io mo,·ed to 
farms near Pawnc-c Cit y nbo..it 31,-2 
)'l·ars ago and drPw !! !:cs t he fir s t 
year for not sending th l'! r ch il dren to 
stat<.'-approvc<l schools . One family 
left Nebraska. The Atlt .. _ r,1illers and 
the Levi Tro\ers re n: ained. The 
Roman Borntregers , another Amish 

· fam ily, moved in from Wiscons in. 
Last May, Borntreger , M:!k r and 

Troyer were charged in district court 
with violating Nebraska 's school 
laws. 
· Pav.11ee County Attorney L. J oc 
Stehli k, who filed the su :t, also 
named Bomtr'C'.ger's wife, Barb::ira, 
for teaching v..i th :>Ut a Nehrask::i cer
tificate or pr rm it. She tc.:iches J 6 
Amish chi ldren i n a g,1r:ige at:..iched 
tot he Bomtreger house . · 

Ma rjorie Th iemann, Pa\\'nee 
· County school superi ntendent, said 

the Ami!.h children sc-cm to be gt" t· 
t ing an adequate education "for their 
purpo~cs, as foras J can tell." 

._ 

She said the school is within the 
_ __ Pav.11ec City d istrict 11nd they soon • 
- .v.'ill take new achil'vCrn ent tc s1s . • , · 

Mrs. Th iemann said the Amish .. 
chi ldren 's school yea r is 25 d::iys 
shorter th..1 11 is r ..:q uircd for !-; t• br:b · 
ka pub!ic i.clic•1ls . Boys in the eighth 

~ · _ ,,..,.,.,-, ::rr-.• 

r · 
t 
I 
f State~king 

School Accord 
VlithArnish 
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WEBRASKA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL CONFLICT UPDATE 

DECEMBER 22, 1983 

Pastor Jim Eckerberg 
Church of Christ 
7th & A 
P.O. Box ~1'6 
Gering, NF. 69341 
( 308) 4 36-4037 

Pastor Bob Gelsthorpe 
North Platte Baptist Church 
P. 0. Box 64 1 
North Platte, NE 69101 
(308) 534-5279 (church) 
(308) 532-0182 (home) 

Mrs. Agnes Rich 
United Pentacostal 
Apostolic Church 
515 S. Oak St. 
Grand Island, NE 68801 
{308) 384-9627 
(308) 382-1726 

In J an ua ry of i9 82 t ~e Sta t e of Nebraska filed 
a moti cn on Elder Jim Eck erburg of the Church 
of Cr,r i st. The follc;,;ing J une ~o, 1983

1 
a 

summary j udgme~t was granted to the state agains t 
t he se t.col . Pastor Eckerb t.: rg a:-: j his church 
were fou ~d in conte~pt-of-court o~ November 1 , 
1 983. The church was fined si oc .oo a day, and 
Hers h&. 2. 1 Stoner, t he s'chool prir: -;ipal, was 
fined $ 1 50 . 00 a day for every dc: y the sc hool 
w2 s i:-i operati on l' r om t hat tir.:e f orward. 

The wee k of Nove mber 7th he people decided 
to close the school, and move i t to Torrir:gt on , 
Kyoming . Afte r t he 2~th of Nt~e=ber the s cho:l 
we: s re-:::,;,ened in Wyoming. Judge Kortum dismi s ~e d 
the fi~es because ~f the corn plia~ce with his 
order. 

Pastor Eob Gelsthorpe of North Platte Ba ptist 
and his church were found in co~tempt-of-court 
on Dece~ber , 5, 19 83 . Judge M~r ~hy ordered 
Pastor Gelsthorpe t o ~ay $20 0 .0 0 a day and, 
the church was also ordered to pay $200.00 
a day for every day the school operates from 
December 15th on. The fines now total $1200.00 
as of December 21st. 

Judge Murphy also ordered that Pastor Gelsthorpe 
spend every day that the public schools operat~ 
in the Lincoln County Sheriff's office from 9:00 

. m. until 3:00 p.m. 

Mrs. Agnes Rich of the United Pentecostal 
Apostolic Church, her head teacher at the school, 
and a parent representative were all found in 
contempt-of-court on November 10, 1983. All 
three were ordered to pay $50.00 a day as long 
as the school continues to operate. 

In January of 1983 the school and church were 
found not to be in compliance with the rules and 
statutes of the State of Nebraska. 

As of this letter, the State has NOT carried out 
any further legal action against Mrs. Rich sine~ 
she was found in contempt °.~ ~ o~err.ber ,0th. ..fhe 
total fines as of December 22nd are $5100.00. 



Pastor Dennis Cason 
Pastor Bruce Miller 
( Interim Pastor) 
Independent Baptist Church 
P.O. Box 113 
Morrill, NE 69358 
(308) 2!17-2603 

Principal David Burkey 
Paith Christian School 
Beaver Crossing, NE 68313 
(402) 532-5795 (school) 
(402) 532-7615 (home) 

Elder Warren Rushton 
Platte Valley Baptist Church 
1720 1st Street 
Columbus, NE 68601 
(402) 563-5303 
(.ti02) 563-2747 

In January, ,982 , the State of N~braska 
filed a rnotic:1 on Pastor Cas::-,n of the 
Indeprnde:,t Eartist C~:u rch er ~o:-rill, 
Kebr-asi-:a, for operating an \..! r: appron:•d, 
unlicensed school. Summary judgment was 
granted on June 1 0 1 1983. 

At their contemrt-of-court hearing on 
Nov€mber 8, 1983, Pastor Cason and his . 
people were found guilty. The church was 

. ·• I... 

f;ined $~00.00 ~~;:;i q utor ,Cason 
w'i"s fined · · • · o a . day .. or every day the 
school was"' , r111>10·4

• The fines were 
retrcactive back to late October, 1933 , 
when the school received a form letter 
stating it cou ld not be acce pted for 
approval by t he Department of Education. 

On November 13, 1983, t;.he people of the 
church voted to close the school and move 
to Wyoming. On November 17th, Judge Kortum 
acknowledged their co~pliance and negated thP 
fines. 

Pastor Cascn has since resi;ned from the 
ch~rch due t o these rroblE~~- The church 
has also lost on~-third of its people 
because of the Christian sc~;ool issue. 

The State of Nebraska moved for an injuction 
to close Faith Christian School approximately 
two years ago. Principal Dave Burkey stated 
that t he trial was set ror November ,5, 1983. 
On November 18, , 983, t he State a~ked for a 
sc1!!lmary judgment against the school. Mr. 
Burkfy expects a ruling to be handed down 
by Judge Bryce Bartu sometime in January or 
February of 198!1. 

Mr. Warren Rushton, Chairman for the Nebras ka 
Coalition for Parental Rights estimates that 
there are ten hnme schools that are involved 
in court litigation currently. There have 
been two judgm, :-its against the home schools: 
(1) The Stater ~ Nebraska versus Bigelow in 
i982 and (2) t! ;E State of Nebraska versus 
Morrow in 1983 . . :liWJIPJll~ una · 1ity with 
injunction rel~ - 1-cs~_ftHem down. 



Pastor C.arl Godwin 
Bible Baptist Church 
4400 North First Street 
Lincoln, NE 68521 
(402) 474-0642 (church) 
(402) 475-2119 (home) 

Pastor Everett Sileven 
Faith Baptist Church 
5th & Elm 
Louisville, NE 68037 
(402) 234-3435 (church) 
(402) 234-6615 (home) 

Hr. Rusht on believes the main problem with 
t he home schocling situaticn is that the 
State of Nebraska courts are not following 
the r.egulations and rules s,t up by the 
United States Supreme .- Court in regulating 
and handling first Amend~ent Cases. He 
also believes that, accor~ing to the 
Accountability and 0isclos~re reports of 
~?20 and 1982, 21 senators had a large 
l)ortiom or the highe-st ~ portion ~ar 'their funds 
supplied by the Ne raska .~at~ Education 
Association; th~refore, according to 
~r. Rushton, there needs to be a study of 
t he Department of Education here in Nebraska. 

2.n Jv'.z,y of 1982, the State of Nebras ka filed 
a motion on Rev. Carl Goc...- :: n and F-ark t,,·e~:. 
Chrisian School for operati~g an una pproved , 
unlicensed school. Pastor God~in then 
retained Mr. William Ball from Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, as the school's attorney. 

The tric:l date was set for June 1 - 10, , 9s3 . 
f i ve days before trial t he State filed for 
and was granted summary j ucg~ent by Judg~ 
Eernard McGinn. On May 27, 1983, the scr.ool 
~as ordered closed. 

Two months earlier Pastor Gojwin and several 
others started negotiatir.g meetings with the 
State and the Department of Education. (See 
five-paged article enclosed: "Nebraska 
Negotiations Are to No Avail.") 

On December 9, 1983, Judge McGinn granted a 
stay in his order to close the school while 
Park West Christian Schoel appeals to the 
Nebraska Supreme Court. This case is 
expected to be heard by the Nebraska Supreme 
Court sometime this spring •. 

Faith Christian School was filed on in 1977 
for operating an unapproved, unlicensed 
school. They were found guilty at the 
district level by Judge Case. · The Nebraska 
Supreme Court upheld the decision in februa~y 
of 1981. 

The case was then appealed to the United 
States Supreme Cour l _umma~1ly ' 
dismissed the case· r ng· en)' 
arguments. 



Amish Families 

From that time until now, the scho~l has 
continued to operate in spite cf the order 
to close by Judge Case. Everett Sileven 
was found in contempt-of-court and spent 
four mont~s in jail. He was releas ~d in 
Dece~ber of 1982. That September the 
State padlocked Sileven'a church, and only 
o~ened it for iervi;ee.~ ~n Wednesday evenings 
and on Sunday . 

In March of 1983, several of the parents or 
the C!:r istian school children were found in 
contempt-of-court. They were fined and 
sentenced to jail, but the case was again 
appealed to the Nebraska Supreme Court. 
The Court granted a stay and agreed to hear 
the case, which ha~ not happened as of yet. 

The fall of 1983 brought contempt-of-court 
charges again to Sileven, the school teacher, 
and seven sets of parents of the scr.ool 
cl:ildren. On November 23, 1983, seven fathers 
were jailed for refusing to testify in their 
contempt-of-court proceedings, and the wives 
and children cf the seven men all fled from 
the State of Nebraska. Sileven and his 
d~ughter also left the state. (His daughter 
is the teacher at the school.) 

We are not able to get all the specific 
facts concerning the Amish. They were 
apparently first filed on in the fall of 
1978 after being found guilty. They were 
then fined. After refusing to pay the fine, 
one Amish man's wagon was confiscated 
and auctioned. These people finally sold 
their land and fled the state in the !pring 
of 1982~ (Some articles are enclosed for 
your information.) 



NEBRASKA NEGOTU.TIONS ~:RE TO NO ~VAIL 

On March 30, 1983, leaders of the unlicensed church schools in Nebraska 

met for the first in a series of negotiating sessions with the education de-

partment officials in Senator Tom Vickers• office. The purpose of these 

negotiations was to seek a solution to the conflict that has become known 

nationwide as the Nebraska Church school Conflict. The church leaders who 

were involved in these negotiating sessions with the education officials were 

Dr. Rex Fuller, of the Christian Law Association1 David Burkey, Administra

tor of the Mennonite ctlurch School at Beaver Crossing, Nebraska1 earl Godwin, 

Pastor of the Bible Baptist Church in Lincoln, Nebraska1 and his local 

attorney, Larry stunkal. These meeti~gs were tape recorded and typed tran

scripts were later given to all participants. The transcript of the very 

first meeting indicates that Dr. Lutjeharms clearly explained to the church 

leaders that he did not have the power to change the law1 thus, they would 

have to seek solutions within the limits of the present law. This they fully 

understood. 

Dr. Lutjeharms went on to explain that he did have some latitude under 

the law in which he could work. As an example of this, he referred more 

than once to the Golden Plains Mennonite Church at Grant, Nebraska, which 

has two teachers, one of whom has two years of college education and the 

other who ha• on1y • high ■ chool degree. Thi■ achool applied -for, and was 

given approval, by the Department of Education • year .•go and that annual 

approval was given again just weeks ago. 

As the discussion continued, David Burkey,· the administrator of the un

licensed Mennonite Church school at Beaver Crossing, Nebraska, reminded 
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Dr. Lutjeharms that his teachers were not college graduates and had no college 

transcripts. The commissioner replied, •Nor do the ones at Golden Plains". 

He also stated "There have been aome certificates iasued with less than a 

bachelor•• degree in the state•. Dr. Lutjeharms again referred to the Golden 

Plains Mennonite Church and concluded his comment with this sentence: "The 

reason I bring it up is simply that it•s on less than a bachelor•&; ao, yes, 

that•& possible.•; thus, it is very strongly indicated that what was worked 

out for the people of the Golden Plains Mennonite Church School could, per

haps, be done for the Mennonite Church School at Beaver Crossing and other 

similar church schools .in our state. With this in mind, the group proceeded 

to find an alternative way for the Department of Education to get information 

from the churches rather than demanding that these churches submit applica

tions seeking a government permit to operate their educational ministries. 

The church leaders had said all along through this conflict that they 

:were "Willing to do basic reporting through the parents of the school children; 

erefore, after Jllllny negotiating meetings,• Parent Representative Report 

Form was ~eveloped. This form was presented to the state Board of Education 

as an alternate means of communicating information to the Dep~rtment of 

Education. On June 10, 1983, the state Board of Education voted five to 

three to accept this new means of communication. The Parent Representative 

Report Form involved two reports: the school report and a teacher report, 

_ but from the state Board of Education it went to the Attorney General•& 

office, and he added e third report called e Fall Report Form. Therefore, 

the forms developed into something far more than basic reporting; however, 

because of their desire to avoid conflict in our state, such as the one in 

Septetnher of 1982, and because Dr. Lutjeharms had indicated he had latitude 

under the law to work with them just as he had the Golden Plains Mennonite 
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Church, these churches worked through their parent representatives end hoped 

fore peaceful September. 

BUt, on September 9th, theae hopes were deahedJ The same man, who is 

recorded on transcript as saying that he had some latitude under the law to 

work with people es he did in the case of the Golden Plains Mennonite Church 

school, now says that those who have college deg--, 

are not qualified to teach. Only three teachers were considered certifiable 

end these were all greduates of secular colleges. 

of Christian colleges were not oertifiabl•• 

e vho were graduates 

Of the twenty-five unlicensed church schools in the state, nine turned 

in their Parent Representative Report Forms. These nine are primarily the 

ones who are involved in litigation with the state. The state has not yet 

moved on all twenty-five schools. Of the nine who turned in forms, the 

eommissioner recommended to continue efforts to close eight of them end the 

State ~ard voted unanimously to do so. The one exception was the Perk West 

Chriatien School in Lincoln, which has all college graduate teachers, includ

ing two teachen with masters degrees. The Cotranissioner•s recommendation 

involving this school was that its high school should be closed, but that 

its kindergarten through eighth grade would be allowed to operate if they 

would use only Lhe three teachers who were graduates of secular colleges. 

NO Christian co1lege graduates were considered qualified. Of course, Pastor 

Godwin immediately told the media that he could not operate this way. 

Church school leaders have asked themselves: -eould it ell have been a 

' trap? was it just a means of gathering information to be used against these 

churches?" 

Now several churches in our state are operating in defiance of a court 

order and could be found in contempt of court very soon. So, when the 
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conflict starts and churches are locked, property is confiscated and ministers 

are jailed, remember that this same bureaucracy that continues to prosecute 

churches with tax money is hypocritical. Could anything be more hypocriti

cal than to certify teachers at Golden Plaine, neither of whom has gradua ed 

from college and one of whom has never attended •PQ~•ge. · •I}! , n i~ :r se 

to allow some with college degrees to teach~ 

Of course, Dr. Lutjeharms is trying to explain his exception for Golden 

Plains by saying they come under the Yoder vs. Wisconsin decision. In Yoder 

vs. Wisconsin the u.s. supreme court simply said that the Amish do not have 

to send their children beyond the eighth grade. Dr. Lutjeharms must answer 

several questions: How can the Department of Education decide which religion 

fits under Yoder vs. Wisconsin? How can they allow the Golden Plains 

Mennonite Church to operate with their blessings and prosecute the Feaver 

Crossing Mennonite Church? And, why are they all of a sudden so excited 

to recognize the Yoder vs. Wisconsin decision? Why did they not do so when 

the Amish were in the state, rather than fining them and confiscating their 

property and causing them to sell their land and flee for their religious 

freedom? 

The final, most perplexing, question is: Why did Dr. Lutjeharms use 

the Golden Plains situation as an example of what could be done to resolve 

this counter productive conflict if he had no intentiona of doing so? 

In light of all this treatment and considering the following corranents 

made by Genevieve Schille, Superintendent of the Omaha Archdiocese to the 

Unicameral•s Education Committee in 1981, is it any wonder that the churches 

fear the regulation of their ministry by the Department of Education? Her 
' 

testimony was: "I wish to emphasize that our compliance does not mean that 
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we ere eny less ••• comrnitted to the rights of parents end the freedom of private 

schools to operate .•• we ere concerned about the increasing state encroachment, 

we ere concerned about the loss of our independence. We do not went to see 

en ice cap of s t ate control moving steadily in the direction of a total mono

poly of education. Just because we chose not to join the efforts of those 

who sought to change the laws in the lest legislative session with respect 

to the control of private schools, we certainly would not want you, as state 

senators or the general public, to have the impression that we have always 

been happy with the implementation of the statuatory standards. ours has 

been a constant struggle to avoid being made e carbon COpY of the public 

school system through rules and regulations. _ "The State Department of 

Education has not, in our view, taken• neutral stance in its dealing with 

private education." 

The church leaders, in good faith, tried to negotiate a settlement and 

sincerely hoped for peace, but it was all to no avail and appears to have 

· been an exercise in futility. 

earl Godwin, Pastor 
Bible Baptist Church 
Lincoln, Neb raska 
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S~te niust not pref er one 
church school over another 
As the Rev. Carl Godwin of Lincoln's 

Bible Baptist Church well knows, the Jour
nal editorically has not agreed with him on 
the Christian school !SSUe. The newspaper's 
opinion is that all teachers in non-public· 
schools should meet the same minimum 
qualifications required of teachers in public 
schools. Essentially, that means graduation 
from a teacher training institution - public 
or private - and certification by the state 
Department of Education. 

Nevertheless, Godwin is making a hard
to-rer ute point when he accuses the state 
Board of Education of religious discrimina
tion. One can't blame him for being upset. 

Last Friday the state board granted 
temporary approval to three of the five ele
mentary grade teachers in the heretofore 
unapproved Park West Christian Schooi 
·which Godwin's fundamentalist church op
erates. About the three: Marilyn Stryker is 
a graduate of Kearney . State College, 
Brigita Doo)ey a graduate of the University 
or Nebraska and Paula Miller a graduate or 
Central Michigan University. 
· The two Park West elementary teach

ers not approved by the state are graduates 
of Citadel Bible College and Baptist Bible 
College, according tQ the school's published 
information. None of Park West's high 
sc~ool staff was approved, either. 

Godwin pointed out that while the state 
board was thumbing down approval for 
some of his teachers and also saying no to 
fundamentalist church-sponsored schools in 
Louisville, Beaver Crossing, York, Grand 
Island, North Platte and Gering, it earlier 
had granted temporary approval to the 

'. Golden Plains School in Granl That MeMo
nite elementary schooL Godwin says, bas 
two teachers, one of whom bas no college 
exposure and the other but two years. · 

It was under the U.S. Supreme Court's 

celebrated Amish case decision, Yoder vs. 
Wisconsin, that the Mennorjte schc•ol at 
Grant was accorded preferential treat- . 
ment, the Baptis1 preacher says he was in
formed. Presumal:ily, prior approval of the 
state Just.Jee Dep:rtment was obtained, de
spite the clear command of state law re
quiring certification. 

If what Godwin relates is so, the accu
sation of preferential treatment is \'ery 
hard to put do\l,.n. Like it or not, it forces 
the question whether the State of Nebraska 
has· any business discnminating bet ween 
religious congregations. The U.S. Supreme 
Court's unwise ruling that such treatment 
is possible makes it neither automatically 
nor inevitably acceptable. 

The Uncoln Journal regards rellgious 
discrimination by the state as a terrif~ing 
prospect. It is more of a fundamental 
threat to our society than the question of 
teacher certification. It strikes at our very 
social core, at what we ha,·e solemnly 
pledged to one another, at what has fos
tered ba.nnonious pluralism in this land. 

A tiny tail may wag the entire kenneL 
but if the Yoder doctrine is to be honored in 
Nebraska, the state may then have no re
course other than removing minimum 
teaching and program requirements in all 
non-public schools. Meeting minimum ap
proval or accreditation standards would 
have to become a voluntary action by any 
of Nebraska's non-public schools. 

Any condition requiring some religious
ly-based schools to meet standards but ex
cusing others is a situation which pu_ts the 
state in an untenable position. The state 
must be &CrUpulously even-handed "1th 
religious bodies which sponsor day schools. 

In this area, there dare not be special 
circumstances allowing one to do things 
denied all others. 



14- (C) 

14-(1) (f) 

14-(2) 

14-(5) 

14-(14) 

14-(16) (b) 

14-(16) (c) 

14-(20) 

14-(22) (b) 

14-(22) (d) 

14-(23) 

14-(32) 

RJLE 14 

The ~chool mu~-: be approved by the state before it is even co:isidered 
t c provide instruction in compliance 1,,1i th the compulsory attendance 
la"'. 

To be considered a teacher you mJ st have a certificate. 

Must apply to State Department of Education for approval to legally 
operate. Requirements of Rule 14 must be met. 

Reports must be filed. Reports are totally at the discretion of the 
c0mmissioner; all he requests is to be reported. 

All teachers, to be leoal, must have a certificate. 

50% of principal•s time to be spent in administration (if 10 or more 
teachers in school). This is often difficult. 

Principal must have a certificate - he is church staff. 

50% of textbooks to be copyrighted no later than 5 years before date 
of purchase and no older than 5 years. Burdens school ~ith ·require
ment of using ne1,,1 books which may carry a non-acceptable philosophy 
and prevents the use of older acceptable books. 

suggested that 99% of books in elementary library be non-religious. 
Though suggested it could be held to approximately that amount if 
officials wanted to. 

25 new books per teacher per year are to be added to library (up to 
total of 150). Expense could be greet. 

Elementary students to be able to use library on an "unscheduled 
basis 11 • We are more structured than this. It would almost require 
a librarian. 

The course offerings for high school are far beyond 1,,1hat we need as 
a small school. Each year, whether needed by students or not, the 
following 1,,1ould have to be offered: 

4 Language Arts courses (English, speech, etc.) 
3 Social Science 
2 Math (At least one of Algebra II, Geometry, Trigonometry 

every other year.) Sometimes we may have no students in 
these. 

2 Science Courses 
One in Biology each year 
One in Chemistry or Physics each year 

... 




