
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files 

Folder Title: Catholic Traditionalist Movement 

(1 of 3) 

Box: 34 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


J,i' Ir 
i 

CATHOLIC TRADITIONALIST MovEMENT,INc. 

Father Gommar A. De Pauw, J.C.D. 
Founder - President 

~. fv\~ J)Ja~ 
~.w~~ 
w~ .~.c. 

FOUNDED 1964 

Bishop Blaise S. Kurz, D.D. 
Moderator 1968 - 1973 

210 Maple Avenue • Westbury, Long Island,• New York • 11590 • U.S.A. • Tel. ( 516) 333 - 6470 

Suite 303 East• Pan Am Building •200 Park Avenue •New York, N.Y.• 10017 • U.S.A.• Tel. {212) 597 - 7828 



.. 

., 



CATHOLIC TRADITIONALIST MOVEMENT, INc. 
SUITE 303 EAST 

PAN AM BUILDING 
200 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 

A non-profit, educational organization, incorporated 

under the laws of the State of New York "to provide the 

Catholic laity with all information necessary for the correct 

understandings and implementations of the Second Vatican 

Council's decisions in full conformity with the traditional 

doctrine and practices of the Roman-Catholic Church. 11 

Through a decision of the U.S. Treasury Department, Internal Revenue 
Service, June 23, 1966, the C.T Ni. was given tax-exempt status with 
the result that "contributions made to the CATHOLIC TRADITIONALIST 
MOVEMENT, INC. are deductible by donors as provided in section 170 
of the Code. Bequests, leAacies, davises, transfers or gifts to or for the 
use of the C. T .M., Inc. are deductible for Federal estates and gift tax pur
poses under the provisions of section 2055, 2106 and 2522 of the Code." 

A FIGHT FOR TRUTH AND TRADITION 

THE 'REBEL' PRIEST 
by REv. DR. GoMMAR A. DEPAuw 

President CATHOLIC TRADITIONALIST MOVEMENT 

I admit that at first I felt very uncomfortable when soon after my 
return from the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council I found myself cast 
before the American public in what my opposition quickly labeled the 
role of the Rebel-Priest. 

I could not stop my mind from wandering back to that spring morn
ing twenty-five years ago when, placing my folded hands into those 
of an old venerable bishop, I promised obedience to the Church which 
in turn ordained me "a priest forever." 

Educator of Priests 

I also kept thinking of the past thirteen years when my Church trusted 
me as a major seminary professor with the education of her priests, a 
position which the Church's law resern.-s exclusively to priests "out
standing not only through their knowledge, but also through their vir
tues and good judgment (CAN. 1360, §1), and a position which, only 
three years ago, had brought me the written admission of Baltimore's 
cardinal-archbishop Shehan that both among the faculty and students 
my reputation was no less than "excellent." 

I kept seeing in front of me the Maryland class-auditorium with its 
rows of black-robed young clergymen whom the same canon of the 
Church's law code had ordered me to inspire and educate "through word 
and example." 
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Expert at Ecumenical Council 

I kept remembering how proud my students were when I was selected 
in 1962 to serve as "expert" at the Second Vatican Council, and the hero's 
welcome they gave me when I returned to Emmitsburg from the first 
session of that Council. I kept remembering how I had to pour cold 
water on their enthusiastic plans for a big celebration when at the end 
of the third Ecumenical Council session Pope Paul gave me the silver 
medal of his coronation as "a mark of the Holy Father's appreciative 
gratitude for your work," as Cardinal-Secretary of State Cicognani put 
it in the accompanying letter. And I wondered how confused these 
seminarians probably were right now, now that I had returned from 
the final session of that Council to £ind myself not only barred from the 
classroom but, as a "rebel-priest" even forbidden to exercise my priestly 
rights and privileges in the "liberal" territory of the Free State's cardinal 
who did no longer have the necessary jurisdiction over me i£ one was to 
believe the signed and sealed documents I was given in Rome as a result 
of my appeal to the Holy See against Shehan's silencing order. 

Relatives and Friends 

I also kept thinking of my relatives and friends. Of my mother and 
father whom the Lord had mercifully called to their reward before they 
would have to witness the spectacle of a "prince" of their Church at
tempting to destroy their youngest son. Of my oldest sister, a now half
blind medical missionary nun in the Congo, who already gav~ the best 
thirty-four years of her life to the Church I was now accused of being 
disloyal to. Of my older brother whose own blameless record of thirty
four years of priestly service to our Church was now suddenly forgotten 
by some "false brethren," to quote St. Paul, who now simply refer to him 
as "the brother of that other Father De Pauw.'~ Of my married brothers, 
sisters, and relatives whose littJe boys all at one time or other dreamed 

• of becoming a priest like their Father Gommar. Of my good parish
ioners in the orchard-country of Pennsylvania where I spent my week
ends and vacation months these past twelve years ministering to their 
spiritual needs. Of my Catholic and non-Catholic friends in New York 
City who would store away their normal anti-clericalism and invite me 
to their homes because they said, - and_ they meant it as a compliment, 
- J was a di/ ferent priest. 

Unchanged Priest 
And I kept asking myself the question: "What, in the name of God, 

has made me change so suddenly?" 
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And I reviewed and relived event after event, beginning with that De
cember 31, 1964~ when I sent our Catholic bishops - as a personal 
letter which I naively thought they would consider confidential, _ the 
text of what three months later became publicly known as the "Catholic 
Traditwnalist Manifesto.'' 

And I read and reread the thousands of letters and messages I re
ceived from Catholics all over the world. And the answer gradually be
came crystal-clear to me: / had not changed at all! I am still obeying, 
as a priest should, the legitimate orders of my legitimate superwrs! / am 
still defending the good old-fashioned "Baltimore catechism" which 
I have preached the first twenty-five years of my priestly career! ff this 
was right these past twenty-five years, how could it be wrong now? 

Symbol of Traditionalism 
But, why then have I become the object of an all-out attack and 

persecution by the liberals in our Church? Because through a strange 
combination of events and circumstances I have become, to friend and 
foe alike, the symbol of conservative traditwnalism in the Catholic 
Church! 

That is why I am being smeared and persecuted by the liberal Church
Establishment under the leadership of the publicity-hungry junior Amer
ican Cardinal of Bahimore, His Eminence Lawrence-Joseph Shehan. 
Afraid or unable to oppose me or the CATHOLIC TRADITIONALIST MOVE
MENT on a doctrinal basis, the Maryland archbishop, who first gained 
his reputation of a ruthless dictator as bishop of Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
was to create the smokescreen of a phony case of clerical discipline, 
hoping to destroy the conservative opposition by scaring the simple 
Catholics away from "that bad priest" who was its leading spokesman. 
The old dirty sales-competition technique at its best: / / you cannot 
attack the product, just disgrace the salesman! 

Bishop Kurz 
And it is indeed a sad commentary on the moral integrity of our 

present Church leadership in the U.S.A. that so far only one bishop in 
America, Bishop Blaise S. Kurz, exiled Prefect-Apostolic of Yungchow, 
China, now living in New York City, has had the moral courage to pub
licly oppose the Baltimore cardinal and disassociate himself from the 
other "let's-play-ball"-members of the Catholic bishops club of un
touchables. 

Unreliable "Catholic" Press 
And just as devastating is the commentary on the professional in-
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tegrity and reliability of the amateur-journalists of our so-called Catholic 
press in the U.S., when not one diocesan Catholic weekly dared to print 
the complete text of the declarations to the newsmedia hy Bishop Kurz 
who, with the precision of a surgeon's scalpel, once and for all bared the 
smelly cancer of deceit in the anti-De Pauw press-releases of the Shehan
Vagnozzi tandem. (Shehan-Vagnozzi! What a team! Yes, indeed, even 
in the Church, local ward-politics make strange bedfellows!) 

Solemn Declarations by Bishop Kurz 

Or was it simply too dangerous and potentially too explosive in the 
opinion of our Catholic editors to acquaint their readers with the fact 
that in this age of fall-in-line conformists there was one bishop left 
to publicly state: 

"I consider any attack on Father De Pauw, at whatever source or 
with whatever person that attack may originate, as an attack on 
my personal integrity as a Bishop of the Catholic Church. I most 
solemnly declare that the statements released by Father De Pauw to 
the communications media ... contain the truth and nothing but 
the truth." (January 17, 1966.) ... "/ have directed the Rev. Com
mar A. De Pauw, the President of the CATHOLIC TRADITIONALIST 

MOVEMENT in the United States, who also serves as my personal 
secretary, not to report to Baltimore, and have today b-y letter in
formed the Cardinal-Archbishop of Baltimore of this directive." 
(January 19, 1966.) ... "Documents of unquestionable canonical 
authenticity and validity clearly prove that Father De Pauw is no 
longer under the jurisdiction of the Cardinal-Archbishop of Balti
more, but as a duly incardinated priest of the diocese of Tivoli
Rome serving as my personal secretary under my direct episcopal 
authority. Consequently, the so-called suspension issued by the 
Cardinal-Archbishop of Baltimore against Father De Pauw 
is, according to the traditional teachings of our Church, 
void of any morally or legally binding force. Despite declara
tions to the contrary, - so far only issued by persons not juridically 
competent to deal with this issue, - Father De Pauw remains today 
what his credentwls signed in Rome last November 15 describe him 
to be: 'a priest commended for his moral conduct ,his piety, and his 
zeal for religion, as well as other priestly gifts." . . . In the full 
realization of my responsibility as a Bishop of the One, Holy, 
Catholic, and Apostolic Church, solemnly expressed in the Second 
Vatican Council's teaching on episcopal collegiality under the 
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supremacy of our Holy Father Pope Paul VI, I recommend the 
Catholic Traditionalist Movement to all Catholics willing to 
defend our Church. While the active leadership of the C.T.!l/. 
will remain with Father De Pauw, I have today accepted the posi
tion offered me by that Movement's Board of Directors, and will 
henceforth publicly function as Bishop-Moderator of the CATHOLIC 

TRADITIONALIST MOVEMENT." (May 22, 1966.) 

Deliberate Misrepresentation 

Next to giving the silent treatment to anything favorable to the 
C.T.M., the anti-Catholic "catholic" press, controlled by a few brain
washers in Washington's plush National Catholic News Service head
quarters, and supported Ly financial contributions from the Sunday 
collection baskets filled by unsuspecting traditionalist Catholics, system
atically continues to present the C.T.M. as a bunch of old disgruntled 
reactionaries desperately trying to turn back the hand of time. In 
particular are we accused of rrfusing to accept the decisions of the 
recent Vatican Eumenical Council, and especially that Council's direc
tives in the field of liturgy and ecumenism. 

Nothing could be farther removed from the truth! To anyone who 
reads with an open mind our "Catholic Traditionalist Manifesto," the 
constitutional basis of our Mowment's activities, it becomes clear that 
the traditionalist Catholics are progressive enough people to believe in 
updating some of our Church's techniques and methods, but on the 
other hand indeed proudly conservative in believing that none of our 
essential Catholic beliefs and practices is in need of any updating. 

Not Opposed to Council Decisions 

As I told Pope Paul VI during the personal audience he granted me 
December 1, 1965 - and that event too has carefully been kept out of 
most "catholic" papers, while one, the Baltimore Catholic Review, did 
even better, and simply denied that it ever took place! - we, tradi
tionalist Catholics, are ready to cooperate most loyally with the Pope 
and the bishops in the implementation of the decisions of the Second 
Vatican Ecumenical Council as they were voted by that Council and 
promulgated by the Supreme Ponti//. But, - and that too I told the 
Pope, minutes before he gave his blessing to me and the C.T.M. - we 
will continue to fight with everything we have against the false inter
pretations and misrepresentations of those Council decisions which are 
now being forced down the throats of our Catholic people by a small but 
powerful group of fanatic un-Roman-Catholic bishops and some self-
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styled "experts" abusing whatever authority other well-intentioned 
bishops have delegated to them. 

Opposed to Hootenanny Uturgy 

That is the reason why in particular we refuse to accept the "Hoot
enanny-liturgy" which, in violation of both the spirit and the letter of 
the new Constitution on the Liturgy, is now dictatorially being forced 
upon our unhappy and confused Catholic people. 

We, traditionalist Catholics, have no argument with the Vatican 
Council's 1962 Constitution on the Liturgy if it were only correctly 
applied in its entirety in our churches! While serving at the Ecumenical 
Council ~s "personal expert" I was repeatedly consulted by the very 
bishop who officially presented and interpreted the Liturgy Constitution 
to the assembled Council Fathers in St. Peter's Basilica, my former 
professor, Bishop Charles J. Calewaert of Ghent, Belgium. And, in all 
honesty, I can find little or no fault with this particular Council docu
ment. But I challenge the glorified altar-boys of our chancery-based 
liturgical commissions to show me any part of that Constitution that 
could possibly justify the chaotic three-ring-circus conditions and the 
regimented kindergarten-antics which now disgrace our once dignified 
Catholic Mass on Sunday mornings. And I equally challenge those self• 
proclaimed "authorities" of our diocesan liturgical commissions who in 
almost all cases never officially attended any Ecumenical Council meet
ing, to disprove my claim that the eliminati~n of our traditional 
centuries-old Latin Hturgy was not one of the pastoral aims of 'the 
Ecumenical Council convoked by the late Pope John XXIII, and that 
most of the experiments now being conducted around the tables and 
ironing hoards in our sanctuaries actually are forbidden by the new 
liturgy Constitution as not "in accord with the dignity of the temple" 
and not contributing to the "edification of the faithful." (Art. 120,) 

De-Romanizing Our Church 

Surely I know that in most Catholic dioceses of the U.S.A. the 
traditional Latin liturgy has practically disappeared in spite of the clear 
directives of the official Council Constitution that "the use of the Latin 
language is to be preserved" (art. 36) and that "steps should be taken 
so that the faithful may be able to say or sing together in Latin those 
parts of the Ordinary of the Mass which pertain to them" (art. 54) 
This situation only proves how far the liberals' dream of "de-Romaniz
ing' the Catholic Church has already been realized in the United States. 

One of the "new-breed"-clergymen candidly told me once: "We are 
really fighting you because you are an agent of Rome! And we will not 
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stop until we have eliminated the last Latin word from our Mass! 
Because as long as there is as much as one Latin word left in it, our 
Catholic liturgy will continue . . . to stink of Rome! ! " 

Latin: Symbol of Rome 

There is the real explanation for the almost pathological fanaticism 
displayed by our Litnicks (liturgical beatnicks) in their fight against 
Latin in the liturgy. Latin to them is principally not a symbol of our 
unity with fellow-Catholics all over the world, - and ask any Catholic 
G.I. who spent some time overseas if it is not that also! - but mainly 
a symbol of our link with Rome. "Rome!" the only four-letter word not 
acceptable in "new-Catholic" theological publications! 

That is why we will continue to publicly accuse of flagrant disobedi
ence to the directives of the Second Vatican Council and, what is more, 
of the Holy Father himself, any bishop or archbishop who continues to 
refuse his people an opportunity to assist at Latin Masses of both the 
"l ' '( d) d "h' h" ' ) Wh · ow rea an 1g {sung type. at an improvement in 
particular a return to the latter with its uniquely Catholic Gregorian 

· chant would be over the now prevalent new liturgical music ( ?) of 
the Three-Blind-Mice artistic level! 

Disloyalty Among the Clergy 

The traditionalist Roman-Catholics in the United States are growing 
restlessly tired of supporting and catering to any bishop or pastor who 
theoretically still professes recognition of the Holy Father's supreme 
authority but in practice denies the same by deciding for himself which 
directives from Rome will be applied in his diocese or parish and which 
ones will not. 

If a handful of our bishops and priests, seemingly supported by -
of all people! - Rome's own Apostolic Delegate Vagnozzi, is really out 
to join forces with a few ministers and rabbis for the creation of a 
Government-controlled "American Church" as a first step to a One• 
World-Religion controlled by a One-World-Government, let them clearly 
say so and, following in the footsteps of their British counterparts of 
the sixteenth century, leave the Roman-Catholic Church! I can assure 
those would-be Anglo-American prelates and priests, however, - and if 
they are not convinced of this they. should attend one of the public 
meetings I am conducting these days all over the country, - that only 
an infinitesimally small number of the Catholic laity is willing to follow 
them into that religious dead-end street. More than 90 percent of the 
Catholics in the u:s. are traditionalist enough to want to remain what 
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they were until now: not "American-Catholics," hut "Roman-Catholics 
of the United States of America." 

Not Opposed to English in Liturgy 

Let it he made clear, however, that, regardless of what our opposi
tion's "catlwlic" press may say, we, Catholic Traditionalists, are NOT 
advocating a complete return to the old all-in-Latin liturgy and the 
abolition of the Vatican Council's Constitution on the Liturgy. 

In the dispute over the new vs. the old liturgy we simply want the 
entire liturgy Constitution obeyed and applied, including those articles 
which call for the preservation of Latin (art. 36 and 54) and the tradi
tional music and chant (art. 116). 

Never did the Vatican Council intend or permit the destruction of 
our traditional liturgical practices. The existing Latin liturgy was to 
remain the rule while a new vernacularized liturgy could henceforth 
he introduced next to the existing Latin liturgy if and when bishops 
would judge this innovation to he "genuinely and definitely necessary 
for the good of the Church." (art. 23) 

Freedom of Choice in Liturgy 

This means that both the letter and the spirit of the new Constitution 
on the Liturgy call exactly for what the C.T.M. has advocated since its 
public launching on March 20, 1965: full and complete freedom of 
choice! The few Catholics who enjoy the new noisy English liturgy 
should he permitted this type of worship. But the majority of Catholics 
who detest the "new look" should he allowed to retain "the old Mass" 
instead of being regimented into swallowing a type of religious food ( ? ) 
against which their entire spiritual system revolts. 

The System in Rome 

This, we ~ow, is the system now in use in Pope Paul's own Basilica 
of St. Peter, the very church where the Liturgy Constitution was voted 
and promulgated. In St. Peter's all Masses are still offered in Latin, 
except two on Sundays which are said in Italian. If such system is good 
enough for the Pope, it should he good enough for our American 
bishops and pastors! The more so that this is the only system truly in 
line with the so-called "spirit of aggiornamento" inaugurated by Pope 
John XX.III and supposedly so dear to our liberal leaders. "Aggiorna
mento," we always thought, was meant to bring more freedom and less 
legalistic regimentation of the "People of God." How poor Pope John 
must he turning in his grave while witnessing how in his name the 
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Text of 

DECLARATION .r 
~ 1 

The Most Reverend Blaise S. Kurz, O.F.M., D.D., LL.D. 
Titular Bishop of Terenuti 

Witnessing the continuing harassment heaped 
upon the Reverend Father Gommar A. De Pauw, 
J.C.D., the priest who is President of the Catholic 
Traditionalist Movement and also serves as my per
sonal secretary, I am bound in conscience to make 
the following public declaration: 

Id.. The statements made by me to the news media 
., on January 17 and 19 are as pertinent today as 
they were at the time I first made them. I repeat now 
what I said then: Documents of unquestionable 
canonical authenticity and validity clearly prove that 
Father De Pauw is no longer under the jurisdiction of 
the Cardinal-Archbishop of Baltimore, but as a duly 
incardinated priest of the diocese of Tivoli-Rome 
serving as my personal secretary under my direct 
episcopal authority. 

IL\. Consequently, the so-ealled suspension issued 
J/f' by the Cardinal-Archbishop of Baltimore against 
Father De Pauw is, according to the traditional 
teachings of our Church, void of any morally or legal
ly binding force. 

Despite declarations to the contrary, - so far 
only issued by persons not _juridically competent to 
deal with this issue, - Father De Pauw remains to
day what his credentials signed in Rome last Novem
ber 15 describe him to be: "a priest commended for 
his moral conduct, his piety, and his zeal for religion, 
as well as other priestly gifts." 

6,. I also repeat today what I publicly stated last 
'f' January 17: "I consider any attack on Father 
De Pauw, at whatever source or with whatever per
son that attack may originate, as an attack on my 
personal integrity as a Bishop of the Catholic 
Church." 

I therefore invite the Cardinal-Archbishop of 
Baltimore to either submit this case to the court 
judgment of the Roman Rota as provided for by 

Prefect-Apostolic of Yungchow 

Canon 1557 of the Code of Canon Law, - and the 
burden of initiating such court action is the Cardi
nal's and not Father De Pauw's according to Canon 
1748, #1, - or otherwise, in the spirit of Canon 
2355, publicly and manly admit his error and thus, 
at least partly, undo the damage already caused to 
the reputation of a faithful priest of our Church . 

I\.. Moreover, since it should be clear by now to all 
if sincere Catholics that the aim of the Catholic 
Traditionalist Movement is simply the FULL imple
mentation of ALL decisions of the recent Ecumenical 
Council, including the one providing the people with 
a choice between the old Latin liturgy and the new 
vernacularized one, I am making mine the message 
sent to Father De Pauw by the Holy See's official 
custodian of the true Faith, Alfredo Cardinal Ot
taviani, and subsequently on two occasions sol
emnized by the Holy Fathei;s own blessing: "My 
blessings and good wishes to you, Father De Pauw, 
and to the men and women for whom you speak." 

.. Finally, in the full realization of my responsibil
J:f' ity as a Bishop of the One, Holy, Catholic, and 

Apostolic Church, solemnly expressed in the Second 
Vatican Countil's teaching on ·episcopal collegiality 
under the supremacy of Our Holy Father Pope Paul 
VI, I recommend the Catholic Traditionalist Move
ment to all Catholics willing to defend our Church. 

While the active leadership of the Catholic 
Traditionalist Movement will remain with Father De 
Pauw, I have today accepted the position offered me 
by that Movement's Board of Directors, and will 
henceforth publicly function as Bishop-Moderator of 
the Catholic 'l'raditionalist Movement. 

-t ~ +~urz 

New York City, May 22, 1966. 
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NEWARK, NEW JERSEY - July 17, 1966 - Bishop Blaise S. Kurz, 0. F. M., left , 
and Rev. Gommer A. De Pauw of the Catholic Traditionalist Movement confer 
before lecturing at Hotel Robert Treat. (Photo Newark Evening· News) 



Father De Pauw shown leaving the Vatican after 
his transfer on November 15, 1965 from Bal
timore to the jurisdiction of the bishop of Tivoli
Rome directly subject to the Holy See. 

• 

~-

"liberal" minority in our Church is forcing unwanted and unauthorized 
reforms on the " reactionary" majority! 

Referendum Proposed 

Were we, the supposedly medieval reactionaries, not the only true 
liberal progressists when, as early as April 5, 1965, we respectfully 
proposed to our bishops what the professional newsmedia later referred 
to as a "referendum?" 

What we actually advocated in our telegram to all bishops that day 
was not a ballot-box or voting-machine type of election to be held in 
school halls or church vestibules, but a most simple and practical system 
calling for no financial expenses or complicated organization. We simply 
suggested that on four consecutive Sundays the number of Masses in 
each parish be fairly divided into a number of Masses conducted accord
ing to the new noisy English system and an equal number of Masses 
conducted according to the old quiet Latin liturgy. The people were to 
be informed in advance that in good conscience and in full obedience 
to the Church the choice was theirs to make. By thus attending the 
liturgy of his or her choice each Catholic man and woman would 
indeed have cast a vote in a truly national referendum. On the basis of 
the preferences expressed during these four weeks the local pastor, and 
not some desk-officer in an ecclesiastical Pentagon, would then have 
decided which permanent system was best suited for his parish. Not 
imposing the majority's preference on everyone, but providing every 
Catholic with the liturgy be$t suited to his or her spiritual needs. Thus 
one parish- might very well have had three Masses conducted "the new 
way" and only one in the traditional way, while a neighboring church 
could have accepted the reversed picture. 

Referendum Rejected 

If only the C.T.M.'s suggested proposal had been accepted by our 
liberal open-minded Liturgical Commissions! Most difficulties in the 
field of liturgy would have been solved by now, and all Catholics would 
still feel at home in their churches, which is, as everyone knows and 
church-attendance statistics corroborate, no longer the case. 

But no! The "liberal" Establishment of the American Church either 
rejected or simply ignored our proposal, while its open-occupancy leader 
in Baltimore outdid everyone. The very day our proposal telegram 
reached his palatial residence he casually sent me, without even granting 
the courtesy of a personal hearing, a special-delivery registered letter 
ordering me to disassociate myself from the C.T.M. or leave his 
archdiocese. 

Page 9 



Dark Day for Catholics 

April 5, 1965 was a dark day for all Catholics in the U.S., liberals 
and conservatives alike. It was the day that, thanks to Cardinal Shehan, 
all Catholics received the first ciear evidence that the beautiful phrase
ology used in Rome's Council aula by certain ''liberal" prelates about 
updating the Church and granting more freedom to priests and laity 
were not worth the expensive price of the paper on which they were to 
be printed. It is true that our cardinals and bishops sacrificed a few 
inches of their ceremonial train at the Vatican Council. But some of them 
obviously surrendered nothing of their "let•the-playing•and-paying
puhlic-be-damned" - arrogance. For the Catholic laity, and for the 
simple parish . priests as well, the nightmare of a Church with two 
thousand five hundred little popes instead of one Pope and two 
thousand five hundred bishops is coming closer and closer to home 
base every day. 

Catholic Identity at Stake 

Meanwhile it is also becoming more and more evident that the real 
issue at stake in the Catholic Church today is not one of Latin vs. 
English, nor even one of old vs. new liturgy. To the fanatic iconoclasts 
who are desecrating the altars and statues of our churches the liturgical 
changes are not a goal in themselves hut simply a means to create an 
entirely new climate in which much more profound changes, changes ,in 
doctrine, will be made possible. Similarly, the ever increasing opposition 
of the traditionalist Catholics to today's liturgical extremism is born 
from a much deeper concern than interest in the Church's Latin Mass or 
its musical and artistic heritage. We worry about our Catholic identity, 
about the very beliefs that set us, Roman-Catholics, apart from all other 
God-believing citizens. 

The ultra-fanatics now forcing extreme liturgical reforms on our good 
Catholic people in the U.S. are for the greater part simply duped 
satellites of a small group of Europe-based theological snobs who for 
years have been trying to destroy our Roman-Catholic identity. In the 
naive hope of pleasing some non-Catholics they water down such tradi
tional Catholic dogmas as the supremacy of the Roman Pontiff, the 
primordial position of the Virgin Mary in the Christian economy of 
salvation, the sacrificial nature of the Mass and Christ's real presence 
in the Eucharist. And the products they peddle under the new name of 
"aggiornamento-theology" are in reality the old condemned heretical 
"brand X" of religious indifferentism mixed with Modernism. 
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Not Anti• ... 

No one seriously doubts that we, Catholic Traditionalists of the U.S.A., 
respect the beliefs of all our non-Catholic fellow-citizens. We have never 
ceased and never will cease to defend the rights of all non-Catholics to 
the full private and public practice of their religious beliefs, even iIJ. 
those countries where Catholics constitute the overwhelming majority 
of the population. The fight of the C.T.M. never was and never will be 
one to downgrade Protestantism or Judaism or any other religion. We 
are neither anti-Protestant nor anti-Jew. We are simply pro-Catholic. 
Ours is solely a fight to remain true to our own convictions and our 
own Roman-Catholic faith. 

Ecumenists vs. Ecumaniacs 

One would have to be blind and d~f not to realize by now that the 
so-called liturgical renewal was only the first phase of a broader scheme 
to simultaneously protestantize the Catholic Church and paganize the 
Protestant religions and thus weaken all Christendom. It came as no 
surprise to us that the same archbishop Dearden of Detroit who happens 
to be President of the American bishops' National Conf~rence, also, 
among other strange things, permits his priests to participate with 
liberal ministers and rabbis in what they call SORT-meetings, the 
initials standing for Search Of Religious Truth. We, traditionalist 
Catholics, may sound very old-fashioned to the Shelian-Dearden type of 
bishop, but we will continue to believe and say that our Church still 
possesses the fulness of Christ's religious heritage. And with all due 
respect to the office they surprisingly still hold, we cannot help but 
feel that any archbishop or priest who seriously believes that he stiU has 
to search for religious truth has either lost his faith ... or his marbles. 
Ecumenism, sure! Ecumania,_ never! 

Cooperation Without Compromise 

As I already told my students fifteen years ago, when I first started 
my career as a professor of Fundamental Dogmatic Theology, - and at 
that time I was classified a dangerous progressive for advocating the 
same views which now earned me the label in some circles of a hopeless 
reactionary, - we, Catholics, should not look down on our non-Catholic 
neighbours as people living in error and sin and slowly but surely 
moving in the direction of Hell. Let us rather look at them as sincere 
people possessing part of God's revealed religious truths and having so 
much in common with us that it would be sheer stupidity not to work 
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together with them on equal footing in all the patriotic, social, cultural 
and other projects that help to make this world of ours a better place to 
live in. But we refuse to compromise even as much as one of our 
doctrinal principles, and will continue to proclaim, in candidness and 
honesty to ourselves and our neighbours, that the Roman-Catholic 
Church always has considered and always will continue to consider itself 
the one true Church of Christ possessing the fulness of God's religious 
revelation. 

Laity's Right and Duty 

But, even if all these observations were true, - and we most firmly 
believe they are, - is not the very existence of a CATHOLIC TRADI· 
TIONALIST MOVEMENT a rather un-Catholic challenge to the authority of 
our bishops? 

How retrogressive indeed can some "progressives" be in trying this 
type of pre-Vatican II reasoning to stifle the voices of those who disagree 
with them! 

Through our Movement the traditionalist Catholics in the U.S. are 
simply implementing art. 37 of the Second Vatican Council's Constitu
tion on the Church: " ... The laity should openly reveal their needs and 
desires with that freedom and confidence which is fitting for children of 
God and brothers in Christ. ... They are permitted and sometimes 
even obliged to express their opinion on those things which concern the 
good of the Church." What a beautifully worded declaration on the part 
of our assembled bishops! 

Confidence Shaken 

But! ... When a chancery official of Detroit's liberal archbishop 
Dearden says that the archbishop is unavailable and then throws a 
traditionalist laymen's leader out the door after a three minute con
versation; when liberal Notre Dame University President Hesburgh 
gives the university forum to an ex-Catholic speaking in defense of 
atheism but a week later, hiding behind instructions from liberal Fort 
Wayne bishop Pursley, bars a traditionalist priest from the campus; 
when San Diego's liberal bishop Furey uses the threat of mortal sin and 
.excommunication to ,5care laypeople away from C.T.M.-meetings; when 

. Tucson's liberal bishop Greene and Chicago's liberal archbishop Cody 
refuse even to accept traditionalist layleaders' letters and return them 
unopened; when one of Baltimore's ultra-liberal cardinal Shehan's 
henchmen thinks it is funny to inform traditionalist Catholics that their 
letters will not be given attention ... unless they are written in "that 
Ecclesiastical Latin which was used by the Roman Church throughout 
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the Patristic period and the Middle A!!;eS or in the Classical Latin which 
seems to have provided the lin~uistical exemplar followed in the com
position of the Church's official documents durin!!; the past four hundred 
years;" when St. Paul's liht' ral archhishop Binz enjoins th<' editor of a 
local independent catholic weekly not only to drop its editorial support 
of the C.T.M. but even to stop providing information on that Movement 
or carrying its paid advertisements; when all this AND MORE happens 
less than two years after the closing of the Ecumenical Council, the 
confidence of the laity in the pastoral sincerity of their bishops becomes 
badly shaken. And, unless they are reconciled to finding themselves 
some day soon commanding an army without troops, our chancery
executives better start realizing now that to breach the ever widening 
gap beween the Church's hierarchy and its clergy and laity and to 
neutralize the growing virus of anti-clericalism ... and anti-bishopism, 
whether from thP left or from the right, much more is needed than 
rhetoric Council declarations about thP royal priesthood of a charismatic 
laity and the Church's prelates heing the humble servants of the People 
of God! 

Bishops Misinformed 

And yet, in spite of these unappetizing shenanigans of some liberal 
members of the Catholic hierarchy in the C.S.A., we continue to believe 
that a large number of our Catholic bishops in America, while no candi
dates for inclusion in an ecclesiastical "Profiles of Courage," still are 
not only capable administrators but also honest spiritual leaders who 
in all sincerity want to do whatever is beneficial to the immortal souls 
entrusted to their care. 

Never in a million years would a majority of our bishops have allowed 
to even try out some of the mind-confusing and faith-destroying experi
ments now upsetting and saddening our Catholic people, if they had not 
been misled by a few of their colleagues and the palace-guards of 
glorified altarboys of their own chanceries into believing that our 
Catholic people were not only ready but were actually asking for a 
"new Catholic Church." 

That is why, besides instructing our people in the true meaning of 
Vatican II and counteracting the misrepresentations of that Ecumenical 
Council by the official Catholic press, the C.T.M. also aims to create a 
free-flowing channel of communication between our Church's hierarchy 
and its laity, so that the true voicP of thP "People of God" might pierce 
the purple-lace curtain of our chancpries and reach the ears of our 
bishops themselves. 
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Catholics Disturbed 

In line with this second aim of our Movement the C.T.M. sponsored 
a poll in 1965 among the Roman-Catholic laity in the U.S. and Catholic 
servicemen abroad. They were asked their feelings about their "updated" 
Church in general and the new liturgy in particular. A cross-section of 
more than 40,000 Catholics was polled by letter or interview. The 
evidence that resulted showed less than 25 per cent of the Catholics in 
the U.S. approve of the "new look" in their Church and that 86 per cent 
think that the quiet Latin Mass should he allowed at least to coexist 
with the new English form. 

Reasonable Requests 

It was in the light of these factual findings and in the belief that the 
old saying "Vox Populi, Vox Dei'' (The voice of the people is the voice 
of God) is still pertinent, that on November 25, 1965, we asked the 
Holy Father and the in Rome assembled American bishops to consider 
three requests of special immediate concern to traditionalist Catholics: 
1. To issue effective directives to end immediately the replacing of 
altars with tables the removal of the tabernacle from the central place 
of honor in the' sanctuary, the dismantling of communion rails, the 
removal or reducing in size of crucifixes, the removal of the Stations of 
the Cross and of statues, and all other similar iconoclastic abuses. 2. To 
permit in every church at least one low Mass, on Sundays as well as on 
weekdays, celebrated according to the traditional liturgy: entirely in 
Latin, offered at a real altar by a priest not facing the people, and 
conducted in a quiet atmosphere without the distraction of lectors or 
commentators. 3. To keep the Latin language and the traditional 
Catholic chant and music in all sung Masses, and to ban anything 
which is conducive to what has become known as a "Hootenanny" 
atmosphere. 

Rome's Position Clear 

Rome's reaction to our requests was more than satisfying. A papal 
directive received by our American bishops in January 1966 ordered 
them to immediately stop the wrong type-liturgy which had crept into 
our seminaries, and immediately start the correct implementation of the 
new Liturgy Constitution by having not only all the official prayers in 
the seminaries said in Latin, hut the Mass itself celebrated six days a 
week ln Latin and one day in English. Two months later, during March 
1966, a similar directive affecting the parishes arrived from Rome 
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ordering, among other "traditionalist" measures, that the traditional 
old-fashioned Latin Mass he kept available to the people. 

Rome thus left no doubt as to its interpretation of the new liturgy 
Constitution and its views on what Pope John XXIII once called "the 
unchangeable language of the Western Church." And as if to dispel any 
doubts and make it clear that in this instance "Rome" meant no one 
less than the Supreme Pontiff himself, Pope Paul told an audience the 
following month, April 1966: "Latin is still the official language of the 
Catholic Church ¢espite the new vernacular liturgy. Latin will live again 
with greater impetus . . . " 

Anti-Roman "Catholics." 

Clear as Rome's position was, the reaction of the de-Romanized Ameri
can church-establishment left no doubts either. 

There was the stark defiance on the part of some, such as the "national 
liturgical leader" who was contacted by cardinal Ritter's St. Louis 
Review and, after cowardly asking not to he identified, stated that 
Rome could not possibly enforce such a directive in the American 
seminaries "without a mass exodus or a rebellion." (And those are the 
characters who try to pin the label of "rebel-priest" on me!) In the 
realm of defiance, however, the Jesuit magazine AMERICA (April 9, 
1966) outdid them all with a barely veiled appeal to sedition when, in 
ever so jesuitically selected language, it urged the American seminary 
rectors meeting in national convention at the time, not to apply what it 
called "unwise regulations" that would impose on our American semi
narians "a meaningless burden . . . that could provoke cynicism and 
rebellion." 

Then there was the ever so smooth pharisaical disobedience covered 
with a cloth of legalistic-loopholes, as in the case of Baltim_ore's cardinal 
Shehan - always he! - who informed his seminarians that the Roman 
directive did not effect his seminary since he had immediately applied -
in Rome, of course! - for a dispensation from the rule! 

Pope John Defied 
By and large, however, Rl:>me's two latest liturgical directives are 

simply and very casually ignored by our American bishops. And unless 
traditionalist Catholics use all the pressure at their disposal to force 
their bishops into compliance with these directives of the Holy Father, 
we are in for a repeat performance of what happened to Pope John's 
1962 Apostolic Constitution VETERUM SAPIENTIA. 

That document, two years later solemnly confirmed by Pope Paul VI, 
and still the law of our Church, commanded that Latin he used as the 

Page 15 



medium of instruction in all t•cclesiastical studies and the means of com
munication among the clergy and religious of all nations. 

And yet, for all practical purposes, that Apostolic Constitution raised 
a brief flurry in American Catholic circles and then became a dead 
letter. There was even one American archdiocese where the academic 
dean of a major seminary was positively forbidden to even partly 
implement Rome's solemn directive. I should know! I was that dean! 

Pope Paul Defied 

In ages past a situation of this kind was called a schism. Today they 
call it "de-Romanization." And one cannot help wondering whether or 
to what extent the Holy Father in Rome knows the seriousness of the 
situation in the American sector of his Church. Or does the fact that 
Washington's Apostolic Delegate Vagnozzi depends for the maintaining 
of his material comfort and financial security almost entirely on the 
generosity of the American bishops make him a less than 100 per cent 
reliable source of information for the Holy Father? 

Until Death .•• 

For the past thirteen years, at the beginning of each academic year, -
except the last one, when our Baltimore-imposed seminary rector "forgot" 
about it, - I was, in compliance with our Church's law, requested as 
professor of theology and Canon law to solemnly profess my Catholic 
faith and take the so-called anti-modernistic oath. Each year I swore, 
before God and men, "to uphold without compromise or change, until 
my dying day, the traditional beliefs and practices of our Church, and 
to make those entrusted to my care do likewise." If other persons in our 
Church - and every American cardinal and bishop took the same 
oath upon assuming office! - want now to consider themselves freed 
from that sacred obligation, I for one do not. And, with God's grace, I 
shall in true priestly obedience continue on the road I have been walking 
these past twenty five years as a Roman-Catholic priest. 

Both as a Catholic and as a priest my first obedience is to God. My 
second obedience is to our Church. My third obedience is to the Holy 
Father, our Pope. My fourth obedience is to our bishops. But the obliga
tion to obey a bishop ceases to exist the moment that bishop himself 
fails in his obedience and loyalty to either Pope, Church or God. 

If to adhere to those beliefs and to try to live by them makes me a 
"Rebel-Priest," then, please God, let me remain one ... per omnia 
saecula saeculorum! ... 

-APRIL 12, 1967-twenty-fifth anniversary of my ordination 
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"For amen l say unto you, Li ll h aven and ca1'Lh 
paas, one jot, or one Li ttle shall not 11ass of t he law, 
till all be fulfilled ... Thou are Peter ; nnd upon this 
rock I will build my Church, and THE GATES OF 
HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT." 

(Matthew, 6,18;16,18.)-0ur Loni JESUS CHRIST 

"Therefore, brethren, stand fast; and hold the 
TRADITIONS which you have learned." 

(2 Theos.. 2, 16.)-SAINT PAUL. 

"If anyone says that the Mass ought to be cele
brated in the VERNACULAR only, •.. let him be 
anathema (cursed). 

- ECUMENICAL COUNCIL OF TRENT. 

"The true friends of the people are not the revolu
t ionaries or the innova tors, but the TRADITIONAL-
ISTS." 

-SAINT PIUS X. 

''The use of the LA TIN language is a clear and 
beautiful sign of unity, and an efficacious remedy 
against any corruptions of true doctrine ... He wan
ders from the right path who wishes to restore to 
the ALTAR the ancient form of a TABLE." 

-POPE PIUS XIl. 

"LATIN is the immutable language of the Western 
Church." 

POPE JOHN XXlll. 

''There must be no INNOVATIONS unless the 
good of the Chureh genuinely and certainly requires 
them. (art. 23) • •• The use of the LATIN language 
is to be preserved. (art. 36) • •. Even in the Liturgy 
the Chureh has no wish to impose a RIGID UNI
FORMITY. (art. 37) ••• Provisions shall also be 
made •.• for legitimate variat ions and adaptations 
to DIFFERENT GROUPS. (art. 38) • • • Steps should 
be taken so that the faithful may be able to say or 
alntr toaether in LA TIN thoae parts of the Ordinary 
of the Mau which pertain to them. (art. 54) •• • 
GREGORIAN CHANT : . . apecially suited to the 
ROMAN LITURGY ... should be given first place in 
liturgical services. (art. 116) •.• 

--CONSTITUTION ON THE SACRED LITURGY, 
SECOND VATICAN .ECUMENICAL COUNCIL. 

"Devotional practices nnd xcrclses In honor of th 
Blessed VIRGIN MARY should be tr 11aur d 118 r 
ommended by the teaching nulhorlty of th hurch 
through the course of ccnlurles. And ull nril r 
Church decrees regarding th v n rntlon or S1'A 
TUES of Christ, the Blessed Vh·gln, ond lh SolntA, 
must continue to be religiously obsc1-ved. 

(art. 67). - CONS'l'ITUTION ON TIit: HUil II , 
SECOND VATICAN ECUMEN I AL OUN 11,. 

0 

"Th lolly should Ol' l~NLY RIWEAL .. . th Ir 
needs and desir s with that• fr cdom nnd confidence 
wh ich is fitti ng for children of God and brothen In 
Chriat; •. . 1111d are permit ted and sometimes even 
obliged to EXPRESS THEIR OPINION on those 
things which concern the good of the Church." 

(art. 37) -CONSTITUTION ON THE CHURCH, 
SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL. 

"My blessings and good wishes to you. FATHER 
DEPAUW, and to the men and women for whom you 
speak." 

-ALFREDO CARDINAL OTTA VIAN!, Letter of 
February 6, 1966. 

"His Holiness Pope Paul VI gladly grants His 
APOSTOLIC BLESSING to Father Gommar A. De 
Pauw and to the members of the CATHOLIC TRA
DITIONALIST MOVEMENT." 

- ARCHBISHOP DIEGO VENINI, secret chaplain 
of His Holiness, Rescript ot November &, 1966.. 

"May Almighty God BLESS you and your CATH
OLIC TRADITIONALIS'I; MOVEMENT." 

-POPE PAUL VI, it personal audience of Father 
De Pauw, Rome, December 1, 1965. 

' 'The PRIEST is first of all ordained for the cele
bration of the EUCHARISTIC SACRIF1CE, in which 
he, in the person of Christ and in the name of the 
Chureh, offers sacramentally to God the Passion and 
Death of our Redeemer." 

-POPE PAUL VI, Februaey 21, 1966. 

"Some persons speak of REFORMING the Chureh 
and giving up the Church's laws, TRADITIONS, and 
aspirations ... They feel that. the whole structure of 
the Church should be revised, and that the laws of 
the Chureh are outmoded and out-of-step with the 
present times. Those persons are not on the right 
road. They bring sorrow to the Church and under
mine her spiritual and social structure." 

-POPE PAUL VI, February 21, 1966. 

"LATIN is still the official language of the Cath
o~c C_hurch d_espite the new v~ular liturgy. Latin 
will hve agam with greater impetus, despite fears 
fo r its survival." 

- POPE PAUL VI, April 10, 1966. 

"FATHER DEPAUW remains today what his cre
d ntials signed in Rome last November 15 describe 
him lo be: 'a priest commended for his moral con
duct, his piety, and h is zeal for religion, as well as 
olh r J>ri &Liy gi fls.' . .. I RECOMMEND ' THE 

ATII LI TRADl1'1ONALIST MOVEMENT TO 
ALL ATII LI WIL LING TO DEFEND OUR 
('I I It 11." 

tl1$llO1' ULAISt: $. KURZ, May 22, 1066. 



. 
R(())Jman Cath(())lics 0 0 0 

Who Still Dare To Think and Want To Retain The 
Faith of Your Fathers 

Stand Up and Be Counted! 

"His Holiness Po1>e Pnul VI gladly grants His 
APOSTOLIC BLESSING to Fnther Gommar A. De 
Pauw 11nd to the members of the CATHOLIC TRA· 
nITIONALIST MOVEMENT." 

~AJ\;"JJ1?~~!. i!~r1~t !f~~~!m:~&~ !=f.lain 

REY. DR. GOMMAR A. DE PAUW 
Prtt ldent 
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I , •, 
es1tn semipury in Clumt, lklgi11111 for cu111·sos i11 
theqlogy uml ·philuso\1liy, l111t liis sludiell wen~ iu· 
t~rmpted by the out iwnk• of World Wur 11. For 
11 'while, in 1942, he lnught algwbr;\ al the College . 
of· St. Nicholas, his 11IJ11u llllllCI', IIIHI then, al
though nomi1111lly a .scn1i11urian, sorwd in llel
gium, Holll\nd, und 1"nt11co us 11 mo<lic,1\ curpsmun 
with tb'a·; Ninth Belgi.Jn l11fn11lry Hegiine11t. Taken 
prisoner at the B11lllo of Dunkirk, ho Htanuged to 

• escape from the prison c11111p where the Genrn111s 
had, interned him mill mude his wny buck lo the 
seminary in Ghent. Thoro he co1nplt,led his thtlo
logical stutlies and w,1s ordained a priest in HJ<J2 
by ·special dispensation fr<i111 th,, V11lic1111. · 

Dtinng tho lihep1lio11 ul' 111,rlhorn Jld){i\1111 uud 
soutliorn lfolluncl, lliu 11uwly urdui11od Fuli1or Do 
P1111w . ac.'Comr_ia~1icd lhlJ H1,l~iij11 llnc\criir111111d 
Army urn! lho Ffrst Froo l'ulish An1101ull Divl~io11 
w. an auxllinry chuplnin 1111d wns dl•1·oratecl with 
the Mednl oi' Ifo1101· of tho Froo Polish Forces. 
'.Af~!lr 13ngaging for three y1:11rs i11 po£tgrudui1le 
studies at the U11iversity of Louvuin in cano11 ll\w, 

·inor!ll theology, and cl1urch history, uloug wilh 
si>mf.l couri;t;S in urch11eolt1gy 11 1111 i11lunmlional law., 
hi, <?btalnccl· tho ] .C.H. 1ni~~ J .t:.l.. dugruns (H11c:lh1-
lor and Licentiate ill cu11011 luw). J)e P1mw hus 
said that the iduulisrn of his folhor, tho zeal of 
'dedicated priest£, 1111d the t\XU111plo uf Luo Do 
.Kesel,- chnplnin of n Cntholic: yu11th otgnni:1.ution 
and later auxilinry bi&hop of Ghent, i11spired hilll 
to j9ln the p1iesthood. lie still considers llimself 
·131shop De Kesel's spirHuul so11. 
, ·J\'rom 1945 until 1040, whL)n he joiuccl his fum

. ilfin· the United Stntes, li'utl,t:r De l>uuw scrvetl 
-~ ..- a· ·parish curnto and Catholic sociul action 
-clJf!,plain in Ghent. l?or sevcr;1l ycnrs he worked 

, jn a· New York City p111'ish \d1ilc undertaking ad· 
. _. yaiiced stu<lies at tho Cutholio U11ivc1rsily of Amer, 
t, ~;:.>:After suhll\itting his clocloral Lhcsis 011 "The 

_Education\lt Rightlj of tho Chu, ch," · he ohtained 
'·a :doctorate ·iJ1 C:1\l\OU 1.nw from lho Cutholic Uni
, y.~riltf.pf 1".llJericu in Hl53 . 
· ', ln .1852, Father De Pnuw jui11ecl th~ fl\culty of · 
M9unt_ St. ,!vlary's S!)minary i11 l~1111nitsburg, Jlyfary· 
. ~ . . J 
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Jund 11s professor of theology aud canon law, a 
post he held until 1965; co11currently he served 
fo1· porl or thut period !IS deun of ~tudjl.l¥, In H.160 
ho served 11s substitute chnplnin nt the 4nny Wai· 
Collc!J:e in Cnrlislo, Pe11nsylv11ni11, in recognition 
of which Lhti Sccoud Anuy aw1.ml~<l him its ce,ti· 
licule of achievement for his outstandinij contribu
lillll lo Lhe ruligious wolfuro of milHury and civil
i1111 pcrso111wl, 

During lhe momentous years of Vatlcun Coun~ 
cil II ( HJ62-G5), the inlemutionnl conclave, of 
bishups couvokt;icl in Home by Pope. Jo)u1 XXUJ. 
for wfonuing 11ml upduting the Hom1m Cntholic 
Church, Fulher De Pauw served as a "perscinnl 
expert" on tlwologicnl 11\fltlers. According to his 
Hl67 11amphlel 011\led '1'/ie "Hebel" Pril#lt, he WllS 

repeatedly cunsulted clming t1,e course of the 
C:uui1cil dclihcrntions by his fonuer p1·pfessor, the 
Belgill11 llishop Cl1urlcs J. Culewuert of Ghent. 
The lntlor. oilicially presented and interp,reted to 
l·he Council Fnthers 11ssern\Jlecl in· St. Peter's 
H11silic11 tljo HJ(i2 C()11stiluliun 011 Litur,y thut was 
Lo produco u mnjor uni.I fur-rea1Jhi11g cbango in, 
lhe l'il11al •of the Romun Catholic Ch111'ch. In 7'/ie 
"/lebel" P-ri.e.1·t Father J.)e l'uuw wrnte: "In ull 
honesty I cu11 !ind little or no fault with this p11r· 
licular Cmmcil document." 

What li',llhe1· Do lluuw did lin<l fault with, how
ovet, wns the interpretution u-nd application of 
lhe Couslituliou on Liturgy of Vulicun Council II. 
Jn his vi9w, it guve rise to what ho hus called 
"u houlennnuy Utul'gy" murkecl br, tho "ch1l0tic 
cuuditiuns of a three-ring ciJ'cus, • · and to the 
"rngimented kindergnrton 1111lics" tluit, accon\jng 
lo lliu a<lvocut~ of greater participnti~n by the 
1'11ill1f11l 1111d u~o uf Lho vemncuh1r, wo11c, n~,:etisury 
1111der llHl 111,w uorsus uf wol'shlp. . 

Hy Into lU(i,l Futl1u1· !)11 J>ullW -.yus 111rnuiuoly 
11lurn1ml ut -wl1ul ho vlowod llll Lho Stl~Uti o( u uow 
Hol'11r11rnl Ion buut on lho "l1rnlestanUwllun" of 
Hom1111 Cutl1ullcism, Ou Uccomber 31 ·of tbut year 
hu PTivutely sent a couuuunicatfon to the Fope, 
1111 curdi1111l£ of the Valicun Curia, nil members of 
tho United States HU111ut1 C11Lholic hierarchy, und 
sdectllll prelalos 11ro11nil Ll10 wor)d. Ma<lo public 
011 Minch 15, Hl65, Lhat co1111111111ication c11111e ' to 
be known as the Catholic Tra<lilim,alist Mqni· 
fo~lo, 011d Jl set forlh u dozen major tenets that 
w1c:ro tu mulivole all uotiun by Father De Fauw's 
grn11p 'over the following decnde. At its core wns 
tho w11uost lbnt what was described as "the per
missivo nuture" of the Constitution on Liturgy 
he safcgual'<led 011 the locul levol to avoid "any 
form of regime11ted compulsion" regarding inuova
Lio11s. ( The Tmditionulists 1pai11tain thl\t the Con• 
slit ulion on Liturgy did not malce innovl\tions ~ 
llHLILd1ttory but permitted them as rr;vileges.) 
The 11u111ifesto also requested thnt clergy and lay• 
111en be given the· same freedom to promote and 
tk(enil the use of traditional practic~ and lan
g11agcs 11s Lliat accorded to the supporters of 
vem11c11l11ris111, 

Auolher koy petition in the mnnifostp, base<l 
on urticl1:s 36 anti 53 of the Constitutfon on Lit
urgy, was llmt the Lntin Mass be ~lt~'\Y~.~ to co• 
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exist with the new Vt 
and laity coul5' ch~ 
the trudilional MllSs 1 

weekdays. The man 
•renewal of such fan\; 
I\S devulion to the V 
dience to th~ :('ope, 
tionul uttire of pdeij1 

1 '· ·"' Mter his llrst tluej;l ,;1:~,. 0:, St. Mury's Semipary, 
'..', (t!; spent his weekenq~ • 

• 1 Father Do PllµW tn 
,.'J)t,:, diction fron1 the l)jtl 

:'.i~~J diocese of Ill}! tiil}ore, 
h),; ,·.: olic' Tn1ditiQnalist ¥:~. 

1,
0 · 1'1'/ ,'¥· u11lc'ashcd such: ~ sto1 

·/ rence Curdinnl Shell~ 
;• ~ !ln<l F11tlmr DQ f~IJW': 

:\ti , - ,, µrg11d· hilQ to 'Ql/l~ocil! 
':}.{; , ,ii OOJnpletely froni "'·the 

' ' 

r ,, JJ 1\ . ' 

( ., ~~~~i•:, thnt his I\Ctivity_ V{llS 
. · ' f;i ', ~i,m as pr~p$t an(J se1 

,,, .. ' :· 1 .Obedient to tl1dlswj 
., dioce11e, on AprU .B,· 
J ~t,' ulthough h~ f q\t 
· a mistake ir1 p11lerh1~ 

.. the groµp, he wowd . 
' laymen and acce_pt Sh 

.. Cardinal's ojilcp • ~~ue, 
; law.fµl superiois,11· llul 
· going to nppe~l to .. fr 
New York, whOlll ho C 

f ·.- • .. States_•prelate, tQ the 
. ~ ,. ,.'/ to ~ope Puul . VJ h~na 

'. '\/:;if •On'July 26,.1065 C 
,' tll;\/ .Fauw· lmnsferr~ from ·· , ~~<· .•:i to nalllrnore p~rM1 d.u 

• -!j·~,~'.; JQwiuii SoplonJ~i·. U'o 
• ,'11.-:,:i 1,.- lhe ,noti1loatio11 of his 
f ~• ~H _wua. ,.a.lven ·· po!·mlsijlon 
•~ ff '. ~~,siqn qf V ut,c11n Co1 

'•/ logian and iu.lvi~ef .'to 
. · ,· ,~'" {\,ll eiciled Ft!ln9i~Pllll l 

I ',. •~.:f.., ,. lo Rome he to* the ( 
• ,,.,· ·l,,.-,/!J,J ' vale audience' ,iillh Fe: 

'I ·'1.,r ,,, , • . T"J . 
11:~f ~I' ·case wlth tho conservll 

•· ·:?;~;:{viani, who reportec!ly 
ii ':1/!... • tp the Bishop of nearl;>) 
• '' · fer from Baltimqr~·w 't 

dinal Shelum teutatiyel 
, fl.ishop Luigi F~ veri · -a: 
~ent 11ccepting· D~ l?~ 

' t>efore Shehan ac~imlly 
mission for reincarqjl 

·, priestly juri.sdicgonllJ . 
~h~reb>: set off a •;~ 

•· m~understandip~. 
• Meanwhile, Ftt!'ier 

\ M11,nhattun to setup l 
µc 1,'raditi~n~isf Mov1 

· cPfJ.>or11ted under N~ 
he · was now Ul'ld@r , 
Faveri of TivoU, · Jtal) 

, him permis~lon \Q'. l~l\l 
; ~Y· other cpunt~ . ~f 
.. ,I',. , . , 11'.i!:,~;.,, 

{ ' 

~,, ..•. ,.-., .... ·, . 
\, ''J I 
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eJ1ist wilh tho new vcruuculur fonus, ~o tlml priests work." Do l'nuw has s11kl 1h11t he wus given tucit 
and laity could chuoso between Lhe now rituul or support uutl private eucourngom~mt by Car<liual 
tho trudiliounl Muss in Latin cm bo~h Sunduys 11n<l Spell111uu in ull'urls tu foster tho prei;ervatioo of , 
weekd11y~. Tho 111u11ifcslu also polllloricd for u tho L11lin M11s~, 1t duim lhut hns !1een <lcniocl llf , 
renawul of mch fn111diar llomnn C11Lhulic cuslu111s Now York chnucery ollico 80Ul'cos at SL. l>ntrick a 
as devotion to the Virgin Mnry, loyalty uml uho· Culhcdrat. ln Llic 1ncuntime, th11 Bultimorn Arch-
dience to tho l'ope, um! tho cclihucy 1111d trndi· diocese declared Lhnt it still h1ul nutlJOrily over 

,,,;/~ tional nttiro of priesls nud llllllS, Fulhel' De Puuw 111 vi<lW of Lho luck uf nny H1111l 
' ' • After his lirst thrne yuurs us u professor ut Muuut' leller of "perpcluul and unconditional excurdina-

., 

. -~ 

~ I l 
t :.~, 

I' 

St. ~ury's Seminary, dur~1g which time he often tion" sigue<l by Car<linal Sheh!ln, as required in 
spent his weekc11ds 1111<l vaculions in parish work, cunon 11~ of U1e Homan Catl\olic 9od~ of canon 
Father De l>auw trnnsfurl'Cd his cnnonical juris•·. law. 
diction from thti Uioooso of Glumt to the Arch• On Jnnuary 28, 1966 C14,rdi11al Shehui1 st1s-
diocese of Baltimore, Tho pul.ilicution of bis Calh· ponclt:d Fathur Dli, Pauw fro1l\ his functicms rui a 
olic Trudilionalist M1u1ifcsto in Lhe ~p1'ing of !UG,5 'pric~t. donying him tho right 't9 preaoh, celol.irl\~e; . 
1ml~a~hed s_uch n slorm of conlrnversy_ that Law· 

1 
Miu;s, . oi· ud111inbto1· l(10 $ac1·11,?w!1ts excupt in •~11! .J~ \ ~: 

r~ce Cartlwal Slwhun, Archbishop ot Bullhnore· om<ll'llency, and or<lcrmg him1ta 1·epor_t to Balll• ·• :·.•.:~f(!\; 
~nd F~Lher De J>nllw's cc.:clt..si11stic11l ·sµperior, ~mlll mol'O within twcnly-faur hoijr~, Two weeks earlier, JJ/[,1~f 
11rg~d him to '<l~soi,;iuto hin1s1:lf in11m1cUately 1111d His\lop l.i'averi of Tivoli h~d reportodly clmngec~ ~~~:~if 
oo,npletely ·from the movcnwnt, • on the grouud his · 111ind al.iowt accepting De ];>a11w 1wminally into ~\~?.} i!;:,{ 

... ~. 

, .. 
I 

tha.t his nctiviW was iucornr,rntilill:l with bi~ pusi· hi~ ·,.,tiocese if c111w11icul fqnn11litios were incom• '1·.' ".J,: 
t!~n _as _prios~ and sc~ninury yrnfos~9r ... ~ pl,eLo,. but po_ ,P!tu,~ rt1pUecl tlint. lw bclou1;1ed to ':•i}i,:~tf 

1 
·: I , . 

~.: Ohec)1en~ lo , tJ1e wishes oi tho Daltl,nor'e Arch• tlio Diocese oi· f1vol1 an<l that he intended to con· :;,~,1-t.,~ ;- ·· ', 
di<i~~ef, ori April 8, HJG5. De y11uw announced ti.nu~ celebraliug <la_ily Mass. Ile al.so i?dicate(l _,f;Y;/ii.,f ; '. ;; 
tl)At, although hll felt Cur<l1J1al l:ihehun had 111ado thut he planned ~o 1gnor~ fur~lUll' directives an.d f· · , l 
a mista~e . in or<;lering him Lo soyer his activity h'I noles from the Diocese ot Ba.lt11nore. Both New~- ,;,r ~,-~l; 1 ,. · 
the ,groµp·, he would han<l over its leadership to week and . the liLerul CathoUc we~ly Common• i' (,l\#~1, . , 
laymen and acpcpl Sheliau's directive in what Lhc weal suggested tl111t then, seemed to be little clif- , ?,!;·~}'- . , · , 

.. CarcUnnl's office 1;allcd ''a spirit of loyalty to his fol'ence between Shchan's suspousion of De f,,:~·.1t I j 

. lawful su1>eriQrs.'.' But he ulso clecLned ho was ~'auw_ a~1d Los ~ngeles C11r4Jnal lv.{cintyrc/$ silenc• ,11 • )'- • j , , 
.going. to nppcul to Jo'n111cis C,uclinal Spellman of mg of bb!ln1l J?l'U~sts, ,.:_'. ii;\~\" ( ..t, 
New York, whom he cu11sidcrcd tho senior United In lho middle of Jnnul\ry lQG6. tho Most ~e~. ·\ ·}:, •~J •: j 
Sta~es prelate, ·ta the V11Uc11n's IIvly ,Pflice; a11d Ului_sa Kur:i;, titular Qishotl of T~renuti ,1111d exiletJ~~if,'. · '· 

,to Pope Paul VI h'irnsell'. · prelect apostolic of Yun1;tchow; ,China/ who · Wlla'Jr~i~ ;' . ·:\. 
On 'July 26, HJ~5 C11rdi11al Shehan orclerucl De Lhen llvjng on Stutcm Isli.u,d, t~~uod a ~tatomcnt in l ' ·,• t 

Pau~ t_ranijforrud_ from l~s su111i1111r>'. ~11cliing post support of Futhor De lluuw, who 11~cl Ul,lll~ his_ /, ·,' ' 
_to BiilttmQre r.i1u·1.Sb d11Ly."Lo· be_ eff~Uv@ the ful- Lh~ology consulluul ~t V11_4QA,l1; Counotl IL llislwp_ _ _t : •J _ , 
lowing _Sopt~1pbtn·. 1:our, dayij qftei· he received ~u1-z w1~ the ouly_yrnlute to ,~Ifcir De 1iuuw puo• 'Yi,.. . :'I :t 
the no~ifica~o11 op ~us trnnsfcr, l?11ther De Pauw !fc. bac,:km~, <lecl111_111~ ~n~ -t~ ,he uncler hill own «{f~. ,! 

11 
.. . 

w11s given· pem11~s1un tu 11Lt1md th<1 concluding chrect ep1scop11I. Jur1ad1ctl9n 1·1111 personul secre- , ,,.,;_hit.:'1'.!', ,'.:~\ 
.ses~ion of VMi~11n' Couucil II us a private theo· . La~y while t~clu~icil)ly re1,n11i11,ifi; a priest of the •~,~~,fi/. • \:1, 

·logian and adviser to tho Most Hey Blaise Kurz Dmcese of Tivoli, chreotly suli1oct to tho Holy See. -i.li•· 1;•,-,)' : .. 1 
. ~n exiled Fra11cisc11n bishop f1'.um Chl1111. Whil~ Later he s~id that h~ hucl directed Fnlli~r -:p~· :t,:·:t;.%r~,~ I' 
m ,~ome _he took ,tho upporlunily to obtain ,1 pd- Pauw,: us lus ~ec1:t!la~-y, not_ tQ report to Bultun~re, ,.',~~;~:, ·· 't' 
yate aud1enco witfl l'opu l'uul, 11nd to p~ead hi~ Hupl>'.111" to ~ontmmrig churges tha~ the canonical }~ [fl,f,:','. ' 
clll!o wl.th tho consarv11Livo Alfredo Cardinal Ottu· !j111sfe1· of l•utho1· De l'uuw to T1volt from the • ~, '' 
villni, who repor(tldly urrnnged to introduco him .. ,llimore Archdi(J(,'C.Se had been prnpcdj, and fully ~; 1

.' ii 
to the · Bishop of neurliy Tivoli und effect his trnus- complcltill, Ulshop Kur.!: iasu!'cl &. public declura• • i! , ·, ,I 

,t,~'i. . ..,-: fer from Bullimorn tu thal <lioceso. Lnwrenc13 Cm- 'tiun on Mtw 22, H.l(i6 repenting thnt tl1ere wcrQ ' : 1 
1 f't. • ,..dinul Sheh~1~ t~ntnt~vcly llgreotl (c! Lh13 rriove, but !n existence '.'l~ocuments of .u!l'luijstionul.Jl~ canoq• ". ,. 1

1 
:~ :P.Jshop L111g1 I111vcn nppurnntly S\f&ll<ld the docu· 1cnl 11ut)lenl1c1Ly and vnhd_1tyl s1,ppoitmg the (: 

ment accepting De l'uuw into his Tivoli l)iucese cluim that De l'unw had been duly incardinatod , J 
before Shehan actuully sent his final, formal per• into the IL11li11n diocese. l~e addeu thut De Pl\uW .• f 
mission for reincardl1111tio11, as the process of w11s serving as persona) · ~ec1'e\\'tY to Km-z and i,.l 

,_1 _. priestly jurisdictiQnal_ trn1_1llfer is known. Faveri under h!s direct llpiscop!\l n~thQOW• On th~_ Slllll~ ' ,~ 
~ l)lereby set off I\ ~l~ncs of confusing ecclesi11Stical date, Dlllhop Kur,. accepted thl' . post of Bishop~ !.: 

·, ,,,;' •J,Uisundcrstan<lings . , Moderator of the C11thvlic T1·ndjtio1111list Movement. 11 · 
,. , lv[eanwhilc, Fut lief: De Pauw hud moved . to Despite thut episcopul yote of conficlc9ce from ' , : 

J -~, Manh~ttan to set up headquarters for the Catha• Kul'Z, Father De 1>nuw soon -discovered that the. 1;r 
,1!,.. ·~0·1 Traditionalist Move11w11t, Inc., which was in- suspension decree of' Ci1rdinul Sl1ehan- carried far ·: 
-~t, ;corp,orated under New Yo1·k luw. He jnsisted that more weight in practic.-e. In lflte Felm1ury his at• (;I 

-~ ·'}, ·h~ ·w11,5 now under the jul'isdiction of Bishop tempts to oelebrnte a tradiUonol ' Latin .Muss in _ !•1 

~- -1' :Fll-l{eri of Tivol~. itaiy, who, he ~ui<l, hacl given Petl'oit, Michigan and at the Upiyersity of Nqtri, I·! 
'/-, A• • him permisston to 'return to the United States or Dame in Indiana · provecl frqincss. When his ef~ i·1. 

: t~ ~ , an}",· Qth,er COl\llhy of his choice ''.to 'do r9sev,rch forts to givQ an addr~3. 9lf P\\111PI.J~ 11t the invitar' , li 
~:~: ... •:.,, : · ., ' . . .cu nu E N~f 1.11 o G n~r ~-1\.'· ,. · 21 ·,~:'. . .1;l.il 
' ~jp~ 't ~ • ' A --~.f;/1 Jl ~874 ;:;'<I'~\ ' 

.::' '~\•\%~: l • t: ' ,"l; ,; it;:& ' 11 
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;\:;J;;~aon of a Notre Da1111Htudo11L group wonJ a1nilar· FOHEMAN, GEOl\GE 
. . Jt:>~$: ·Jy thwarted, ho wus forc.:ed lo givts hi~ Lulk nt u 

,;•:, ,: .. #\~.; S01.1th Bend hotel. Those repm\ted disi1ppointmcnts 
.;.1-!ij;,,( . led Father De Pnuw 1rnd his backer~ to buy n 

· · :,:':fr,;il;'' Westbu1-y, Long Isluud d1url!l1 from u Ukrnnian 

Jau, 10, · 1049- Prize fighter 
l\dc/resq: h, Hayward, C11lif, 04540 

· · ~:~~it Orthouox group fol' ll rop11rtcd sum of $34,000 in George Foreman,, tho Hl68 Olympic heavyweight 
" , <!:?'-!if' the summer of HlG8 niter foiling iu the previous gold, mcdnlis~, turned pro in 1U61:) aud became 

·• ·''~- ,1 . .' year tu obt11it1 rnoog11iliu11 I rum tho V11Lic1m ns 1111 world boxi1111 ch11111plon by clul'c11tlnlf Jou Frazlor 
., .. · :;-i",'k/. autltoril.,Jd lrndHlonnlist Lnlln rllu wllhln the fmu· yeara lutor. Foromun suc;ci,ssfully do• 

',, ,: ·, ·:"~'
1{Church, si111il11r lo lhtl vuriuus Oricut11l riles. fonded hiij tille ugainst Joe ~oman in 

' , \:- ~1 ·.~ ' . Renamed the Ave Maria Chapel, the church September 1073 and agaiust Kon Norton in 
, -q1.1icldy became tho spirituul haveu for hundreds March Hl74, But, like Fmzier l.,efore him, J1e will 

of nonconformis\~ unhappy wilh the new English weur his crown in 11 shadow until he meets in the 
.Masiancl other ilv1ovnthms. Wltm1 Charles Osgoocl ring with depo6,ecl chump Muhammad Ali, whmn 
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,. 
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• ·· .. Dear Mr. Moritz: 
■ : ; 

.. i 

' ,. 

' · Thank ·you for sending me the latest issue of CURRENT BIOGRAPHY containing an article 
on 'my life and work. A$ always, here too your publication lived up to its -repvt0tian for 
carefully written, objective and well-documented articles, . , · · .' · 

Since you were generous enough to invite corrections, if necessary, for later editions: 
_ . I would like to make just one observation. On page 27 your article discusses what it cal Is 

• my 11 suspenslon" on January 28, 1966, by Baltimore's Cardinal Shehan. I grant you'thqt to 
anyone not familia.r with the technicalities of Canon Law ~~anonical status in 1966 v.ias . 

,... 

bound to appear that way, As o matter of fact, . I am convinced that the-Baltimpre Cha,ncery 
had every intention of creating that impression among the public, following the 9ld,Ma~hiavellii:m 
bit _of advice of trying to discredit the so lesman if one cannot attack. the product. · ·'' : • 

' . 
... Yet, as even Shehan and his chancery have publicly admitted when pressed by so.me of 

my .c9lleague·s in the profeuional field of Canon Law, Baltimore's action against me 'was 
· •:: not the PUNITIVE action your article refers to as a "suspension decree, 11 but only an · 
, , ADMINISTRATIVE measure forbidding me to publicly function as a priest.And the difference 

' · ·. between a 11 suspension 11 a'nd that kind of "administrative measure'! as any other Doctor of 
··· Canon Law wi 11 confirm, is, expressed in lay terminology, about as large as the di$tance 

between a parking violation ·ticket and a jail sentence for murder I This also explains why 
in the official Catholic directories the Baltimore Chancery has never dared to list me as 

· "suspended, 11 but rather classifies me as "absent" without an ad~ress, a classification which 
. . , . , , is rather laughable, in view of the fact that I ~annot think of any other Catholi.~ priest with 

· better known whereabovts than yoyrs truly I 1 

.. 

:'t,, ... t . 

: , May I add that even Cqrdinal Shehan's "administrative measure" against me on Janaury 28, 
· 1~66 wa~ totally void of any canonical or ecclesiastical significance, in view of the FACT 

~., '. that,1 as yo\J in all objectjvity report on the same page, documents of unque~tionable ~anonical 
, · · authenticity and validity support my claim and that of the late Bishop Kurz thqt .Cordinal Shehon 
• : hqd· lost ell jurisdiction over me as a re5ult of my having been duly incardinated in'to th.e • 

._.· dlpcese of Tivoli-Rome. · -~ ' 

..• ,·•· , ·!. • Sincerely ,yours6J~a,\,wj 

,. Gommer A. De Pauw, JCD 
-~ ·• 

I I 

.. 

., I,• 
, . .. ... \ 
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practices of the Roman Catholic Church." 

Ever since 1968 when, as a result of erroneous interpretations and implementations of the Second Vatican Council 's 
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J.C.D., is solely responsible for all its contents , includ ing the unsigned articles and items composed by others. - Like 
all other publications, phonograph records, tapes, cassettes, etc. of the C.T.M ., SOUNDS OF TRUTH AND 
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Personal from 

My loyal Catholic Friend: 

.·Im .I ther<'/i>rC' ht'come your e11emr. hecame I tell you the tnlfh? 

-Ga/atiam 4: /6 

I know you have been wondering why it has been quite some time since you last received 
an issue of SOUNDS OF TRUTH AND TRADITION, especially after being notified that the 
arrival of our QUOTE ••• UNQUOTE on the scene -- a most successful little publication, 
I may add -- did not mean the end of our now pretty well established C. T.M.- Newsletter. 

In postponing publication of our SOUNDS, we were simply following the advice of those 
friends we still have in "high places in the Church Establishment, 11 who urged us to temporarily 
not "rock the boat, 11 in order to facilitate and expedite the official and public restoration of 
the traditional Latin Mass in our parishes. 

And so we got caught in the web of the Roman yo-yo game, with rumors of the Pope's 
pending personal decision in this matter reaching and leaving our C. T.M.-offices quicker 
than we could say, 11 We 1 II believe it when we see it. 11 

Even the Pope's Apostolic Letter, DOMI NICAE CE NAE, of February 23, 1980, calling 
for "understanding, 11 "full respect, 11 and 11 accomodations 11 for "those people who have been 
educated on the basis of the OLD LITURGY IN LATIN, was rejected by his bishops with 
an arrogant disobedience to papal authority surpassed only by their flagrant disdain for the 
spiritual need of their people. 

Apparently still believing in some degree of good faith and honesty in his rebellious 
bishops, the next move of the Pope came on June 19, when, through his Prefect of the 
Sacred Congregation for Sacraments and Divine Worship, Cardinal James Knox, he ordered 
all bishops of the Latin rite "to provide the Holy Father with objective information" by 
answering, by October 31, the following questions: 

11 1. a) In the diocese entrusted to your pastoral care, are Masses being celebrated in 
Latin? 

b) Does the demand for Latin in the Liturgy persist? Is it growing? Is it decreasing? 
2. Are there persons or groups in your diocese who insist on having a Mass in Latin 

celebrated according to the old rite (Tridentine Mass)? -- What strength and 
importance have these groups? -- What are the motives prompting such positions 
and requests? 11 



Frankly, knowing our American bishops somewhat better than the Pope does, I have very 
few illusions as to the "objectivity" with which most of these self-serving prelates have by 
now answered these questions, assuming that they even paid that much attention to this 
papal directive. -- I am willing to bet that for once they were consistent in once more 
repeating their now fifteen-years-old almost-in-unison theme song of, 11 Except for a few 
fanatics like Father De Pauw and his dying-out brand of old ladies in tennis shoes, our 
people love the new vernacular liturgy, and want no part of a turn-the-clock-back return 
to the traditional Latin Mass of the past. 11 

I admit that more than once I felt the urge to use some slightly unprintable terms 
much more stronger than 11 cynicism 11 and 11 hypocrisy 11 

-- while sitting on this latest Vatican 
directive, before I first made it public over a New York City radio station. (RELIGIOUS 
NEWS SERVICE, alerted to the "scoop, 11 did not find it interesting enough to be included 
in its releases.) 

Whence this sudden Vatican interest in the 11sensus fidelium 11 ("the feelings of the 
faithful") in the matter of the traditional Latin Mass? And an interest, to boot, displayed 
with a bruised-ego-attitude of one shaking his head while saying, "It's a shame that nobody 
ever informed us of how the people really felt in this matter. 11 

If nothing else, for the past FIFTEEN years the CATHOLIC TRADITIONALIST MOVE
MENT has consistently and regularly provided the Vatican -- directly or through its 
Apostolic Delegation in Washington -- with the kind of "objective information II it now 
claims to be looking for. -- This has been the case, from the day in 1965, when I 
personally delivered a briefcase filled with "objective information 11 

-- vouched for by 
ten thousand American signatures -- into the hands of "the father of the New Liturgy, 11 

the then Vatican secretary of the Liturgical Commission, now the Vatican envoy in Iran, 
Archbishop Annibale Bugnini, ••• to this very 1980. 

If that and similar "objective information II is today no longer available to the present 
Vatican administration of John Paul II, then it has obviously been destroyed with or since 
the sudden death of John Paul I, of loving memory, who was very much aware of the 
"objective information" regarding the traditional Latin Mass in the Vatican files, as well 
as of the various sources that provided it. -- And no one in the know -- least of all in 
Rome -- wi II call it just a minor coincidence that when that truly holy Holy Father 
decided , among the very first priorities of his too short pontificate, to start the wheels 
rolling in the direction of full and public restoration of "the Latin Mass of all times, 11 

one of the very first official documents of his administration was an official and written 
express ion of "profoundest persona I thanks " to us, of the C. T. M. , for our II loya I ty and 
love. 11 

This issue of SOUNDS OF TRUTH AND TRADITION is "one for the record, 11 completely 
devoted to the publication of some -- a minimal fraction -- of the thousands of letters 
our offices received and continue to receive, -- from the day, fifteen years ago, when 
a visiting bishop literally had to climb over a pile of U.S.-Mail bags in order to enter my 
office room, to this very morning when a neighbor seeing me carry some of this morning's 
mail, couldn't help quipping "Business is good, Father. 11 

2 



While every letter the C. T.M. has ever received from the "faithful in the diaspora" 
was eventually conveyed to Rome, -- either in toto, or at least its contents -- the 
letters published in this newsletter are just a few, selected at random, and only from 
the United States and Canada, not including any from our equally bulging collection of 
correspondence received from countries the world over, especially those where our short
wave radio broadcast of the Traditional Latin Mass has kept the flame of faith and hope 
burning. 

If the present Vatican administration, or whoever, want to know the true "sensus 
fideiium ," let them read these letters, and ask themselves how many others, who never 
bother to put their feelings on paper, feel exactly the same way. 

As has been our procedure with all C. T. M. - publications these past fifteen years, 
the first copy of this issue of SOUNDS OF TRUTH AND TRADITION too will be mailed 
to the Holy Father in Rome, with a heartfelt prayer that, in this instance too, "the 
Truth may set him free." 

And, if I can for a moment overcome the scepticism and disillusionment which 
previous dealings with our "shepherds in the mist" have unhappily generated in my heart, 
I may even send a copy to our American bishops. Who knows, perhaps even some of them 
may sti II remember Our Lord'words in St. Luke's Gospel (11: 11 ), " If a son shall ask bread 
of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? •.• 11 

II TENETE TRADITIONES ! II 

+t+++ 

11 As I bring these considerations to an end, I would 
like to ask forgiveness-in my own name and in the 
name of all of you, venerable and dear brothers in the 
episcopate-for everything which, for whatever rea
son, through whatever human weakness, impatience 
or negligence, and also through the at times partial , 
one-sided and erroneous application of the directives of 
the Second Vatican Council, may have caused scandal 
and disturbance concerning the interpretation of the 
doctrine and the veneration due to this great sacra
ment. And I pray the Lord Jesus that in the future we 
may avoid in our manner of dealing with this sacred 
mystery anything which could weaken or disorient in 
any way the sense of reverence and love that exists in 
our faithful people. 11 
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JOHN PAUL II 
Dominicae Cenae 

February 24, 1980 



From NEW YORK: 

" Dear Father De Pauw: I have written a letter to Pope John Paul II, copy of which 
I herewith enclose. My parents advised me not to forward this letter which they consider 
too strongly worded. So I am submitting this letter to you, leaving it up to you to forward 
it to Rome or not. In either case, I expressed my honest feelings, and I believe those 
feelings are shared by many Catholics. --

'Your Holiness: You have been described as particularly interesting in the views of 
the younger section of your flock, and especially of college and university students. That 
is the reason for at once stating to Your Holiness that I am a recent graduate of the 
College of the University of ••••. , in my early twenties. 

Holy Father, like so many of my generation of young Catholics who try to do the right 
things, in a world where this is getting harder all the time, I too am disgusted in witnessing 
the collapse of the Roman Catholic Church which I inherited from my ancestors. 

I hope that this letter, unlike others I previously mailed you, will be one you will 
actually get, read, and, perhaps, even answer. Consider it my last plea to Your Holiness 
to please finally and once and for all reverse the disastrous direction of the Second Vatican 
Council, and return to the Church peaceful and sensible times. 

Holy Father, I have watched closely your pontificate these past two years, and -
forgive me for being frank about it -- I am puzzled and lost at trying to figure out where 
you really do stand. -- One day you say that priests must remain celibate and return to 
traditional ways of life and conduct. Only weeks later you are talking of married priests. 
-- One day you speak beautifully of Catholic heritage and tradition, but the next day 
you ta I k of doing away with a 11 the symbols and signs of that heritage. -- One day you 
speak of traditional respect of the indissolubility and sacredness of marriage, and the 
next day you promote the very persons who advocate and practice just the opposite. 

Unlike the pontificates of past Popes like St. Pius V, St. Pius X, and Pius Xll,pontif
icates which, led by strong and holy men, brought an abundance of good things to the 
Church, your pontificate, so far, seems to be one big publicity campaign. -- Every time 
one picks up the papers, you are travelling somewhere else, telling the leaders of the 
nations you visit, how to solve their political and economic problems. -- How do you 
expect them to listen to you, when what has been entrusted to you to lead is collapsing? 

Holy Father, the time has come for you to stay home in Rome, and act I ike a Pope. 
The time has come for you to lead your flock, rule with a firm hand, take a stand, and 
stop vacillating. -- Unless you do this soon, I am afraid your pontificate will be written 
in history as a period during which -- paraphrazing Nero's collapsing empire -- 'Rome, 
indeed the entire Church, collapsed, while John Paul travelled.' 

May I suggest, Your Holiness, as the first thing on your agenda, to ban that disgusting 
and repulsive 'New Order of the Mass', and bring back the centuries-old traditional Latin 
Mass, offered since the time of the Apostles. It is this Mass which made the Church great 
in the past and the envy of non-Catholics. 
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The second thing I suggest is to stop trying to rule the Church with a quorum and 
voting majority of bishops, as we witnessed in the recent Roman Synod. -- The Roman 
Catholic Church is not a democracy. -- Conciliarism did not work in the Church in the 
past, and will not now either, as is evident by the disastrous conditions the Church finds 
itself in. 

Holy Father, please reali 7e that this letter is not written with disrespect for the Papacy. 
To show disrespect to Your Holiness is the furthest from my intentions. -- Please, just 
try to understand it as a plea from a young man who -- like many others of his peers -
is very bitter at what the hierarchy has done to our Church; -- a young man who is also 
very discouraged at the prospect of a coming Church in almost total darkness.' 11 

+++++ 

From KANSAS: 

11 Dear C. T. M.: I am a rather recent convert to the Faith (1973), however I studied 
the Church for many years in my youth both prior to and during Vatican II. I dearly loved 
the 'old Mass.' It sincerely breaks my heart to see rt gone. 

I wrote a letter to the Pope recently,with all sincerity and humility, requesting that he 
reassess and al low the traditional (Tridentine) Mass to be celebrated at least once a week 
for those who would like to attend, and where there was a desire for it. I have had no 
response yet, and really expect none. 

I am also opposed to the 'charismatic' movement in the Church, finding it too dominated 
by some of the grosser and more disrupting elements of Protestantism. I am intimately familiar 
with this phenomenon, and have come to fear and be greatly repulsed by it both in the Church 
and out ••• 

Honestly, I am opal led by the 'Protestantization' of the Church lately. The ecumenical 
movement seems to call for every sort of obnoxious compromise with whatever group calls 
itself a 'church' and our Catholicity seems to be slipping away from us more and more every 
day. I feel like going up to each and every Catholic man and woman and shaking them 
and telling them to wake up to what's happening. It seems that everyone is so full of the 
ecumenical spirit that no one can see what is happening to us. Help! Thank you." 

++++t 

From IDAHO: 

" Dear C. T. M.: We have a group of traditional Catholics here. Whenever we can 
we all drive to a place where Father ••••• , an elderly priest, has kept the true Mass. 
On other Sundays, when driving is out of the question, we come together in the house of 
one of us, and play Father De Pauw's tape of the Mass. We follow with our missals, facing 
a little 'altar.' We kneel, stand, and sit at the proper times. We stop the tape to read 
aloud the Epistle and the Gospel for that Sunday. We end by saying the Ros,:iry. We feel 
we are keeping alive the Faith, and keeping Sunday holy." 
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From MARYLAND: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: Beautiful! Beautiful! Beautiful! -- Thank you for giving us 
the rare opportunity of listening to the Latin Mass again. My husband and I had just 
returned from Saturday nite Mass at our church (the non-folk Mass) and discovered that 
week-by-week the pastor had been sneaking in bits of the folk mass singing by the quintet 
in the sanctuary. 

We think the Church has just about gone far enough without considering the feelings 
of so many of us. From the cheery 'hello,how are you' from the pulpit, to the pregnant 
female reader following the pastor down the aisle 9or someone in an evening dress or a 
mini-outfit), to the kissing of your friends -- kiss of Peace ••••. it's inbelievable. What
ever happened to the beautiful Latin Mass, the Benedictions, the inspiring hymns sung by 
the choir instead of your fellow man behind you who is tone deaf? 

It was a rare occasion for us indeed to accidentally hear your traditional Mass on the 
air. We live in ••••• , and it came through loud and clear. If only we could substitute 
that for attending Mass -- but I guess not. 

Our children are grown -- all well educated in Catholic universities and graduate 
schools -- and not one of them goes to church. Our one daughter did go to Misnight 
Mass with us, providing, she said, they sang Latin hymns. We couldn't guarantee that, 
but she did go. 

I'm glad, Father, someone is thinking of us -- you may be sure that there are many 
many people who feel as we do. In fact, it was the topic of conversation at lunch today 
among a group of us who eat together. 

Thank you for the spiritual uplift you've given us. I truly feel as tho I have been to 
church today. Bless you in your work. Sincerely. 11 

+++l-+ 

From TENNESSEE: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: I want to know all about the purposes and activities of the Catholic 
Traditiona I ist Movement. 

I've been trying to become a Roman Catholic for almost two years. The obstacle has 
been the priests (of a congregation supposedly missionary) of what I have been told would be 
my parish church (which is the Catholic center on a state university's campus.) The way they 
say Mass and what they teach is just too much. 

I went to six of eight 'instruction' classes, and finally gave up in disgust. As I've had 
childhood religious instruction in the High Episcopal and Old Catholic churches, I have 
the uneasy feeling (uneasy, as I 1ve been taught to respect my elders) that I could give the 
classes a lot better than they do. -- And so I find myself in the rather peculiar status of 
praying as a Catholic, considering myself a Catholic, but not being a Catholic, because 
I haven 1t been baptized. -- Please help. 11 
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From CALIFORNIA: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: I heard your traditional Latin Roman Catholic Mass Sunday morning 
on my car radio. Thank you for bringing a little bit of the true Church to my car and 
into my heart. I am a teenager. 11 

+++-++ 

From OHIO: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: Reading the papers today, one wonders how strongly the Communists 
have infiltrated the Roman Catholic Church, not only at the bottom, also the elite who 
are not only tearing it apart, but giving it away. 

I wonder sometimes if there isn't a Judas at the Vatican. How could anyone think 
otherwise, when we, the over-fifty age group pass on, and the lack of youth today to 
carry on, surely will bring the downfall of the Church. 

I want no part of the hand shaking, guitar singing, etc. of the Holy Rollers services. 
I was born Catholic, bapti zed, and married Catholic, and see no reason to attend such 
services. I have not gone to Communion for years. Seeing the hypocrites go to the 
picnic table reminds me of sheep following the leader to be slaughtered. 

I refuse to follow Communists and a crowd of jelly fish priests and nuns. 11 

++++t-

From WYOMING: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: I want to help you in your work -- preserving the true Mass 
and working to rid the world of the Protestant Social Hour that has been forced down our 
throats in recent yea rs. 

Time was when the Church had four marks. Today's 'Catholic' Church has one mark -
its consistent inconsistence. For example, some time ago just before Confirmation in our 
parish church, there were several sermons (pardon me, I should say homilies) on Confirmation. 
The idea of being a Soldier of Christ was ridiculed -- it is too militant. What 'hymn' was 
sung on the day of Confirmation, as the 'president' and others paraded down the aisle (in 
the 'Hey look me over' parade)? You guessed it -- 'Onward Christian Soldiers. 1 Since 
'Come, Holy Ghost' is a Catholic hymn, naturally, it was not appropriate -- or should I 
say 'relevant'? 

Another example. We see posters in church about the need to Respect Life, etc. But 
the next minute we're asked to contribute to the Campaign for Human Development which 
has aided a pro-abortion agency (as even a cardinal, Krol of Philadelphia, admitted a 
couple years ago. 
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We're told posture during the various parts of 'Mass' is immaterial. Yet we're not 
allowed to kneel to receive the Eucharist, nor after receiving. We're told to sit. Yes, 
posture is unimportant -- just as long as it isn't kneeling. 

If we question this, or have the audacity to ask why we never can sing Catholic 
hymns anymore, we' re looked at as though we have two heads -- both empty. No, 
we can ' t sing Catholic hymns in the so-called Catholic churches anymore, but let any 
other type of song be sung. Rev. Moon's bunch is invited to sing in the 'Catholic' 
Church.Last Sept.8, the hymn 'Happy Birthday' was sung to 'Mary.' Yet in May we 
cannot sing "Tis the Month of Our Mother. 1 

More 'relevant' and 'meaningful' ditties for some of today's MEsses would be 'Satan 
takes a Holiday' or 'That Old Black Magic,' or as background music we could have a 
guitarist playing 'Orpheus in Hades.' And let's not forget 'That Old Devil Moon'! 

Father, keep up your good work, and hopefully the day will again come when we can 
attend Mass. Till then, I will continue to listen to your Mass on the radio whenever I'm 
within listening distance. Sincerely yours." 

+++++ 

From I LLI NO IS: 

" Dear Father De Pauw: As I have written to you in past letters, I have loved and 
truly believed in the Roman Catholic Faith since early childhood. Until now, however, 
I have been unable to seek instruction toward membership in the Church because of the 
strong opposition of my Protestant parents. When, after 13 years, my parents finally 
became reconciled to this, I started taking instructions at the local parish. 

After much careful thought and prayer (and after a very bad experience at the local 
parish), I've withdrawn all efforts toward becoming a member of the Catholic Church as it 
is today, because I cannot honestly accept the teachings of the post-Vatican II Church, 
and I'd be living a lie to give my support to it. 

The pain undergone each time I attended the new 'Mass, 1 along with the protestantized 
instructions given to converts, are almost unbearable, and the negative effects of all this 
on me spiritually, emotionally, and psychologically, are too much of a threat to my 
spiritual life to risk. It seems better to stay away from error rather than to risk spiritual 
death. 

I thank God for the CTM -- without your wise leadership, the Radio Mass, the 
cassettes, traditional Missal, and newsletters, traditional Catholics would really be in 
trouble in these dark times! Your help is literally food for starving souls! So, I will 
practice (live) my Catholic Faith apart from the Church establishment, with the help of 
God and His faithful servant (you), like so many other traditional Catholics worldwide. 
As I hear the traditional Latin Mass each Sunday morning over the radio, I wil I make a 
spiritual Communion and offer the Mass for all the intentions of you and everyone in the 
CTM. Thank you for everything, Father, and may God richly bless you always. --

10 



P. S. -- I just heard a news broadcast saying that the Pope urges al I 'conservatives' 
to stop fighting the changes in the Roman Catholic Church. Father De Pauw, please don't 
EVER stop fighting -- we need you and will support ALL your efforts! 11 

+++++ 

From NORTH CAROLINA: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: We fol low with sympathy and prayers your fight to preserve 
the Catholic Church from the forces of darkness now diluting, subverting, and destroying it. 
I sense that you, like so many other good Chrostians, believe that what is happening is a 
result of bad judgment, poor advice, blunder, stupidity, accident, etc. 

While all of these things do play a role, intergrating and guiding them all is evil, 
conscious, conspiratorial planning. Unless one adopts the conspiracy thesis, one is forced 
into making two fatal blunders: (1) looking to dealy enemies as possible allies, or as 
'misguided' people who can be won over by valid arguments, pleas, and petitions. 
(2) describing some of the most brilliant and well-informed individuals as blunderers, fools, 
or plain stupid. 

It ought to be obvious that the Communist enemy has infiltrated the ranks of bishops, 
cardinals, and the Vatican officialdom. Some of the top clergymen in Latin America are 
members of Communists parties ••• Believe me, Father, a deadly conspiracy is at work ••• 

Unless loyal Catholics wake up to the realization that a deadly anti-Christ conspiracy 
is at work, their cause is doomed. God's help comes only to those who merit it, and to 
those who work to help themselves. 11 

+++++ 

From ARIZONA: 

11 Dear C. T. M.: A trillion thanks for your newsletters! I wonder if our Holy Father 
reads them, and how he reacts to them. 

Our remnant may be smal I, dear Father, but somehow I feel our faith has been strenghtened. 
From the very dept of our unworthy heart we say 'muches gracias' to our dear CTM President, 
Padre De Pauw, and all CTM workers. Please, ora pro nobis, here in the Arizona desert. 11 

+++++ 

From CANADA: 

11 
It was avery nostalgic but nonetheless extremely pleasant experience to tune into 

your traditional Mass broadcast by short-wave radio this afternoon. -- Your broadcast 
brought back many beautiful memories, and the feeling that all is not lost in the Church 
after al I. Obviously the smog that came through the open windows at the behest of 
John XXIII has not permeated everything. 11 

11 



12 

~ · 

·• 
3: 
LJ.J 

z 
Q) 

..c 
I-

0 .. 
0 

..c 
a.. 
V') 

z 
0::: 



13 

0 .... 
0 

..c 
a.. 

UJ 
:::> 
0::: 
1-

<1) 
..c 
I-



From NEW JERSEY: 

11 Dear Reverend Father: I am a man in my late fifties. My and how I miss the Latin 
Mass! I never realized how I could miss this Mass so much, until it was taken from me. 

I listen to your Latin Mass broadcast every Sunday morning, and am hoping and praying 
for the restoration of our Latin Catholic Mass. And just one more thing, Father, my prayers, 
wishes and hopes go also out for you. May Our Blessee Mother give you protection, strength 
and guidance. So, Father, keep spreading the Faith, and I'll keep listening. May God 
meet and protect you. Respectfu I ly. 11 

+++++ 

From FLORIDA: 

11 Dear C. T .M.: The last time I heard a Latin Mass was back in 19741 and even that 
wasn't the traditional Latin Mass that we had back in the 50s. 

I sure don't like the way the Church is now. It doesn't seem to have the meaning it 
used to. I can remember when I was an altarboy how good it felt to go to church. I have 
a very good wife and three boys, ages 11 1 101 and 6. I sure wish they could participate 
in a traditional Latin Mass like the one you broadcast on Sunday mornings. 

How I used to enjoy Forty Hours and Benediction, but they don't have those services 
anymore. I sure wish we had a church down here with the traditional Latin Mass and all 
the other services the old Church used to have. 11 

+++++ 

From NEW YORK: 

11 Dear C. T .M.: We are fully aware that our Church has been ravaged during the last 
twelve-to fifteen years. The modernists, liberals, and progressives have made many crazy 
changes which we do not comprehend and cannot accept. Nothing seems sacred anymore, 
and our Catholic Faith is now 'As you like it. 1 

My father was desperately and frustratingly wandering about this past decade looking 
for the 'true old style Latin Mass.' He has debated with many priests, nuns and with many 
members of religious societies. He was one of the 'founding fathers' of the Holy Name 
Society I and has helped many a person to find the right path. To th is day he continues to 
wage a one man war against all of the innovations implemented in our neighborhood 
parishes. He is now 'left out in the cold,' and hardly anyone comes to him for advice 
anymore. It is sad ••. 

Our greatest day was the day that we found the CTM's Ave Maria Chapel and Father 
De Pauw. There is no need to wander about anymore. 11 
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From CALIFORNIA: 

11 Dear Reverend Father De Pauw: It is for my five children that I wish to secure 
by purchase five Roman Missals, be it exclusively in Latin or in both Latin and English. 

My attempts to purchase same here, as we II as overseas, have failed. Worse yet. 
I was recently in Germany, and the very same bookstores which had sold and distributed 
Roman Catholic literature during the time of the naziz in Germany, and in doing so had 
risked their lives and very existence, are now shying away to even discuss the matter of 
a Roman Catholic missal, let alone sell one. In one instance I was told that the owner 
would be afraid to have a Roman Catholic missal in his store, for fear that the entire 
local 'Catholic' church authorities would turn against him. When asked what he was 
selling for the people attending the 'Catholic' church, the answer was, 'That changes so 
very often, that I really cannot have anything in store. 1 

Dear Father, I want stability for my family, and especially for my children. If you 
would know of any place here in ••••• where we could attend a church where Mass is 
being offered the old way, I would be greatly appreciative of such. Presently we do not 
attend Mass anywhere, because we never know what to expect, and do not care for all 
the communism and socialism forced upon the people in the reformed 'Catholic' churches. 11 

+++++ 

From CONNECTICUT: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: It was so gratifying to hear your broadcast of the Latin Mass we have 
come to cherish from years in parochial school training. It was truly music to our ears. 
We hope it shall continue to be broadcast each Sunday. 

I don't know where our religion is headed for, but I suspect the same as our national 
politics are headed for. There are far too many changes in the Church. It is just impossible 
to cope with them. If it were not for the good basic training our parents and the good nuns 
through elementary and high school gave us, I am sure, we too would become dropouts. 

Thank goodness there are still many who see eye to eye with your Movement. You have 
many followers who simply do not dare to say so publicly. May God be with you in all you 
do. 11 

+++++ 

From NEW YORK: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: Some day all of your sacrifices wi II be rewarded. That day 
there will be many red faces among your acquaintances in the clergy -- as will there be 
among stupid lay persons we know, who buy anything now being dished out by the mis
leading pastors who should know better. Luchy are we to live within striking distance of 
the CTM's Ave Maria Chapel. It is simply wonderful ••• 11 
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From ILLINOIS: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: Today I attended a 'Novus Ordo' service, which I do on rare 
occasions. Unfortunately I have not attended a real Mass in years. 

The priest gave a lecture on the subject of Latin America •.• About half way through the 
lecture I knew that he was giving us a propaganda speech on 'social gospelism.' But what 
made me fighting mad was when he said that we have to borrow from Marx to help the poor 
of Latin America. Perhaps I jumped too soon, but I stormed out of the church building with 
the word 'communists' on my lips. 

Father, as I am writing this letter, my niece is about to be baptized in that same church 
building. I pray that it is a valid baptism. I have heard that some Roman Catholic priests 
do not believe in original sin. 

It seems that on the rare occasions when I hear a Roman Catholic priest speak, I hear 
nothing but 'liberation theology,' the 'new morality' and left wing politics. They never 
talk about purgatory or the saints, and if there is a reference to Adam and Eve in a reading, 
they say 'the Adam and Eve story' the way someone would say 'the Hansel and Gretel story.' 

I am going to try to find a traditional Catholic church in •••.• I may otherwise join the 
Ukranian Rite parish nearby. I do not think those people would sit like sheep while one of 
their priests told them they would have to borrow something from Marx. 

One thing that I resolve to do now is never to attend any more services in an Establishment 
Catholic church in .•••• If you think that I am in error, Father, please let me know. 11 

+-+++I-

From PENNSYLVANIA: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: A copy of Father De Pauw's book, The Traditional Latin Roman 
Catholic Mass, has recently come into my hands, and I must say that I find reading the 
Mass in Latin for the first time has been an exhilarating experience. 

I was raised a Protestant, but came to the Catholic Faith while attending Villanova 
University, run by the Augustinians, as a graduate student. Since this was after Vatican 11, 
I have never heard the Mass in Latin! What a loss! However, while browsing recently in 
the library of .•••• , I found Father De Pauw's work in the stacks, with a notation on the 
title page that it had been donated to that library by the Catholic Traditionalist Movement. 

I must have a copy of this moving work for my own study. Would you be so kind as to 
advise me how I might obtain one. 

With best wishes for the peace of the Kingdom, I am and remain, yours faithfully. 
Dona nob is pacem. 11 
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From MARYLAND: 

11 Dear C. T. M.: I am writing this letter for my Dad who lives with me. My father 
is almost blind, and would like to thank you for giving him something to look forward to 
each Sunday morning, your Mass broadcast from New York. 

To me too it has been a great joy to listen to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in Latin, 
which was such a great part of my I ife. My friends I have told about your broadcast are 
as pleased as I am. Please continue your good work. 11 

+++++ 

From ILLINOIS: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: We are a Catholic family in •••• , who listens to your Mass 
on radio every Sunday morning. My husband and I are practicing members of our parish, 
as are our four children, aged 17, 16, 12, and 11. 

However, as you can tell by our age group, we sincerely appreciale being able to 
share with our children the most important part of our upbringing which, of course, was 
the Catholic Church some 25 to 30 years ago. 

Contrary to popular beliefs these days, our children enjoy the rich heritage of the 
old Church much more than the modern day services. 

You have our deepest thanks for bringing this to our family in a world that seems to 
need God more and more each day, and when raising young boys and girls, we can use 
al I the help we can get. 

We will be listening and joining together again in your Mass this Sunday, and will 
pray that God wil I give you health and perseverance to carry on your most important work. 
Please pray for our intentions. God love you. 11 

+++++ 

From CALIFORNIA: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: You have not forgotten us, old people. This morning, while 
hearing your beautiful Mass service from my bed, I appreciated so much the service rendered 
by you to all those old helpless people who, like myself, 91 years old, live in this home 
for the aged, and miss the old Mass in Latin. 

I have told al I those here to share with me this wonderful grace of hearing the real Mass. 
We may seem far away in California, but we surely are nearer to God thanks to your Holy 
Mass in New York. Respectfully and gratefully yours. With so much gratitude. 11 
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From TEXAS: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: I certainly am with Father De Pauw in spirit. I feel like somebody 
pulled the rug out from under me. I am 75 years old, and my husband and I are almost 
shut-ins. I couldn't attend Mass, the new one, for five years without crying. I was so 
upset about all the changes. I finally got so I could attend Mass, and what little I con
tribute I would much rather send to you, where my heart is. But what can I do? I have 
nowhere to go or tum. I was very wel taught by the nuns, and now they - the Church I 
mean- can't unteach me. 

I think the present Pope is as wrong as Pope John XXIII who, to my way of thinking, 
opened Pandora's Box, and loosed evil spirits seeking the ruin of souls. 

It has become an occasion of sin for me to attend church. I feel like I give aid to 
the enemy. I also get concerned about who will give me Christian burial. I feel that 
the Church left me. I didn't leave the Church. I think that the Church, as it is today 1 

is in schism. It used to mean something to be a Catholic. I loved all the old traditions, 
and I miss them very much. I only wish I could find a haven in a trpubled world. God 
bless Father De Pauw and all like him. 11 

+++++ 

From WISCONSIN: 

11 Dear C. T .M.: I play the tape of Father De Pauw's Latin Mass each Sunday with 
tears in my eyes. I can't bring myself to go to the church here anymore. I was a church 
organist for many years when the Mass was still the old one in Latin, and I can't swallow 
the stuff they are trying to brainwash people with, including Polka Masses and al I kinds 
of Anti-Christ performances. 

They sort of have it in for me, because I don't give in to that stuff. The neighboring 
organist now plays the guitar in church, and seems to think that al I of us, traditionalists, 
are bound for the Lake of Fire! I stay by myself. God help us CTM-people, and keep 
Father De Pauw. 11 

+++++ 

From NEW JERSEY: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: Please ask the CTM-staff to keep my family and me on your 
mailing list, although we are a liability. With five children, funds are not plentiful, 
but, I will try to send some money occasionally for your heavy expenses. That's a promise. 

I think that only you can understand the pain and sorrow in my heart. I miss my Church 
beyond tears. Most humbly. 11 
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From CALIFORNIA: 

11 My dear Father De Pauw: I recently was a patient in .•••• , a Catholic hospital ••• 
The young priests began coming around to give me Communion, to which I said 'No, I'll 
get to Heaven on my own, without you people who no longer represent the Roman Catholic 
Church. 11 Both were shocked. I told them I belonged to Father Gommar A. De Pauw's 
traditional Roman Catholic chapel in Westbury, New York. Naturally, they said 'they 
had never heard of it.' You are a 'non-person' even with Bill Buckley, let alone a couple 
of young priests. 

Now, Father, it takes a brave or a stupid person to assume that attitude in a Catholic 
hospital... So they sent for reinforcements, an elderly priest who works only in hospitals. 
He began to tell me of the grand things the 'new order' has done. Now, he said, he can 
speak up to the bishop, while before, if his bishop didn't like him, he could be sent to 
Alaska with a dog team. He also said,'We have done away with the cult of Mary, as we 
should have done years ago, only glorifying Jesus and not His Mother!' 

At that point I got mad, and said you are old enough (around 60) to remember saying 
the rosary and praying to 'Mary, Mother of God. 'I told him, 'What in hell has happened 
to you, old goats!? The young ones I can understand, they don't know any better! But 
not you, old sheep and goats who are holding hands in church with people next to you 
that you don't even know. Is that so you can't hold the rosary?' 

We really tangled. I said, 'I like beautiful Catholic hymns, not African bon-bong 
drums. i am ashamed of the hand holding, the guitars and the bongo drums.' I even added 
that I couldn't care less if the Pope himself likes all that stuff. I said we haven't had a 
Pope since Pope Pius XII died, and how I also hate and despise Pope John XXIII who 
started it all, by opening the windows and let the foul air in. 

Now, Father, I know you don't approve of a 11 th is, but I am Me. A hot-headed 
woman, one-half Irish and one-half American, whatever that is. Anyway they let me 
alone as a 'lost soul.' The next thing I got was a nice big fat bill, every aspirin accounted 
for. 

Seriously, Father, at times I hate to say that I'm Catholic, because it takes an explan
ation to say what kind. Our Roman Catholic Church is in as bad a condition as our beloved 
United States of America. My country of my birth and my Church from my cradle are both 
going down the drain, ••• unless there are enough people to stand up and call a spade a 
spade. I hope and pray that there will still be enough good Americans and Catholics to 
'stand guard,' as George Washington once said. 11 

++t++ 

From MASSACHUSETTS: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: Without you we would know very little about what is really happening 
in the Church today. We have been in the dark too long. 11 
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From NEW YORK: 

11 Dear, Dear Father De Pauw: Soon it wil I be ten years that 1 've been fortunate enough 
to come to the C. T.M. 's Ave Maria Chapel in Westbury, and all that time I've never 
written you. There is so much to say. 

One sin I could honestly say I was never guilty of is the sin of envy. That is until I 
met you. I am one of those people who claim to love God. I mean not only love Him, 
but also to really serve Him. How do I do that? It's no sacrifice to com0 to the Chapel, 
to participate in all the traditions and activities. This is our heritage, and therefore we 
have a duty to fulfill. 

Every time we come to the Chapel, we announce our loyalty,you say. I can't feel 
that's enough, because we are receiving from Him while giving just our time and physical 
being in return. 

You on the other hand announce to the entire world your devotion and loyalty to 
your oath as a priest and a Catholic. No matter what form the abuse takes, even when 
it comes from places you don't expect it, your friends and fellow-priests, you remain 
steadfast. I guess that's why I envy you. Because I can't show God on such a grand scale 
the feelings I have for Him. 

You know, Father, I can't really say if the day came where I had to choose between 
Him and my well-being, I would have the courage to do so. I really believe someday 
our enemies will be so strong they can force us to make a choice. It is with that fear I 
live. Not the fear of dying or suffering, but the fear of what will I do when that time 
comes. Will I have the strength and courage like the early Christians to accept anything 
for my faith? 

I wish I could be more like you. You have already made your choice for all to see. 
In so doing you have taken on the whole ecclesiastical world. It was not enough for you 
to just satisfy Father De Pauw, you were concerned about others, where could they go, 
where can they practice their faith. 

You tend your flock so very well. You know us and you know our problems. Without 
your guidance and the sharing of your strength in our Faith, most of us would have given 
up. God b I ess you, Father, and keep you in good hea I th. I pray He grants every hope 
you have in your heart. Most humbly and respectfully. 11 

***** 

From FLORIDA: 

11 Dear C. T. M.: Father De Pauw's Radio Mass is all that's left of my Church. I am 
a shut-in. I'm 88 years young. 11 
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From KANSAS: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: Would you please send me a missal for the traditional Roman Catholic 
Latin Mass, and a pre-conciliarist catechism. I also want to be part of your Movement. 

Conciliarism and their so-called Mass -- which I cannot bear to attend -- makes 
me feel like St. Mary Magdalene screaming: 'They have taken away my Lord, and I know 
not where they have laid Him ••• ' I think I just found Him again, when I learned of your 
existence. 11 

+++++ 

From ARIZONA: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: I just got through reading a newspaper article about you in 
our local paper. This story about you is to my liking. Keep up the excellent work. I am 
with you 100%. 

I would appreciate your sending me any articles or publications on the Catholic 
Traditionalist Movement, and I will gladly reimburse you. In fact, I feel that you should 
have more than reimbursement. 

It is really a sacrilege what the modern so-called 'priests' are 'offering.' It is down
right blasmephy. May I suggest that you write to the bishop of this area, and express your 
cogent views. 

I am 69 years 9ldnd have been a Roman Catholic traditionalist all my life. And now 
I find those hippie-type, ultra-liberals, including the Pope, making a virtual mess of that 
ONE and HOLY Church. 

Today it is not acceptance of God's teachings that counts, but accommodation to the 
materialistic whim of the people. The so-called Roman Catholic Church of today is com
peting with the MCs of TV, the circus, and the earn ival ••• 11 

+++++ 

From MASSACHUSETTS: 

11 Dear C. T. M.: I just watched the Pope on TV. It was a very sad feeling to see the 
1 New Order of the Mass' taking the place of our traditional Latin Roman Catholic Mass 
which had beauty, splendor, and dignity. 

Reagrdless of any Vatican notices signed by Cardinal Knox, I wil I not turn my back 
on the traditional Latin Mass which I attended with fervor and devotion the years of my 
I ife, from age 6 years to my now age 75. 

All due respect to the Holy Father -- and I pray for him daily -- but I cannot 
accept the I New Order of the Mass. 1 11 
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From MICHIGAN: 

"Dear C. T.M.: I became a Roman Catholic this past May. I received my religious 
instruction from the priest who married me seven years ago. I received from the priest the 
traditional religious instruction I sought. 

I was raised a Lutheran and attended Mass for the first time in 1967. Thus, I have 
never been .to a Latin Mass in person. I clearly remember listening to Father Gommer 
De Pauw on radio saying Mass on early Sunday mornings. 

When people have asked me why I became a Roman Catholic, I have given two reasons. 
One is the unity of doctrine and the other reason is the matter of age less tradition in the 
Church. I shoudl add a third reason. Listening to Father De Pauw say the Latin Mass 
probably did more than anything else to bring the notions of doctrinal unity and ageless 
tradition of the Church together. May God bless his efforts." 

+++++ 

From ILLINOIS: 

" Reverend and Dear Father De Pauw: I thank you from the depths of a gratef u I heart 
for your kind message and the assurance that, even though as a Religious Sister I cannot 
contribute finacially, I shall continue to receive your valued C. T.M. publications. I 
promise the continued support of prayer and suffering. 

I often think of the insult and injury that is your lot in the courageous stand you have 
taken for Truth and Tradition, and I pray the Holy Ghost will enrich you with abundance 
of the Gift of Fortitude. 

Currently, I am sad and distressed at the mammoth blasmephy staged in ••••. , as 
'Marriage Encounter, 1 in connection with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass-'celebration' 
in their language, of course. The saddest part of the whole wretched circus is that it 
took place in the presence of a Cardinal and the Apostolic Delegate. But you have 
read or heard the wretched story, so I need not expatiate upon it. May God's patience 
be not wearied at these horrible offenses aginst faith and reverence! Quousque, Domine, 
quousque? 

I pray your blessings may include the singular blessing of health and strength to 
sustain your strenuous life work. Gratefully and prayerfully, in Corde Jesu. 11 

+++++ 

From PENNSYLVANIA: 

" God bless you, Father De Pauw, and your coworkers, for keeping hope alive." 
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From NEW YORK: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: Enclosed please find copy of the two letters I sent to our local pastor 
and bishop:--- Dear Bishop •••.• , Dear Father .•••• : I have just finished reading the 
Apostolic Letter DOMINICAE CENAE of Pope John Paul, dated the first Sunday of Lent, 
1980. In it His Holiness states that there are those among the faithful who have been 
1 educated on the basis of THE OLD LITURGY IN LATIN,' and that bishops and priests 
should 'show not only understanding but also FULL RESPECT towards these entiments and 
desires,' and that 'as far as possible these sentiments and desires should be accomodated.' 

I can only assume from this that 'the OLD liturgy in Latin' to which the Holy Father 
refers is nothing less than the TRADITIONAL LATIN ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS, sometimes 
mistakenly called the 'Tridentine' Mass, or 'Mass of St. Pius V.' 

For clarification, and to ask whether the old liturgy was to be reintroduced, I telephoned 
first the .•••• rectory, and then the diocesan chancery. The young man, unidentified and 
unidentifiable) who answered the rectory phone was very abrupt, said that they had no plans 
for the 'old Mass,' and hung up. The two polite ladies holding down the chancery phone 
could not, of course, give me an answer, nor could either of them locate the priest on duty. 
In fact, they suggested that because of the transit workers strike and/or the Easter holyday 
I should call back next Monday to contact one of the priests. All this, of course, sounded 
to me as though some of your young curates may have gone off to joint the transit workers' 
picket line before Easter Sunday rolled around, and may not be seen or heard from again. 

Therefore, I must pose the question to you personally: Will the old liturgy in Latin be 
reintroduced in the diocese of ••••. , as ORDERED by the Holy Father, or not? In either 
event, I still intend to write to the Pope, and collect signatures and petition him through 
the Apostolic Delegation in Washington. 

Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain, Sincerely. 11 

(Fol low-up letter) -- 11 Dear Bishop ••••• , Dear Father •.•.• : I received your letter 
of •.••• today addresses to PA TR I CK • • • . • I'm not that I ucky to have been named after 
that grand saint who persuaded the pagan Irish to change their ways. He would have a 
tougher time with them today if he were here, as they have reverted back to their old 
tribal custom of banging away on stringed instruments and tambourines, and tooting on 
whistle-pipes as part of their religious rituals. Yes, I am of Irish descent, but my name 
is 

Your answer to my previous letter was really no answer at all ••• You might have given 
an answer of some kind to the main question: 'Will the OLD liturgy in Latin be reintroduced 
as ORDERED by the Holy Father, or not?' 

Instead, you flubbed it off by enclosing a clipping from the editorial page of the 
Brooklyn TABLET, of all things ••• Whoever did write that TABLET editorial seems to have 
done it while letting out a scarcely stifled yawn. Some of the lines in it are puzzling,such as: 
'Change has been gradual, but steady. The result has been an informed, devotional church.' 
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The ostrich who wrote that one about his 'informed, devotional church,' should have 
a close look at that vast majority of dungareed conciliar catholics (once my friends, and, 
unfortunately, still my relatives) who today tiptoe in on their dirty jogging shoes, five or 
ten minutes late (if they decide to attend at all), and rush out before the second collection 
starts(grab the bread and run). 

Again, from the TABLET: ' There is little new in the document (Pope John Paul's 
DOMINICAE CENAE). It is a restatement of the directives in effect.' Now, from what 
I've been reading about this Pope, I don't think he would write an apostolic letter just 
for the sake of writing one, or to restate what already has been said. I think he has a 
very real purpose in mind. 

Still from the TABLET: ' There is no approval (in the Pope 1s apostolic letter) for the 
Tridentine Latin Masses demanded by ••• Father Gommar De Pauw of the Catholic Tradition-
alist Movement. 1 

-- I have yet to see an OFFICIAL invalidation, nullification, or dis-
approval or whatever-have-you, of the true holy Roman Catholic Mass in Latin, mistakenly 
called the 'Tridentine' Mass. The only thing I have witnessed in the past fifteen years or so, 
is the actual SUPPRESSION of the true Mass by the gutless hierarchy and their protestantized 
flunkies. 

More from the TABLET: ' The Holy Father (in this apostolic letter) asks accomodation 
if possible for those who might prefer the NEW rite in Latin. 1 

-- What we read here is 
not just a misprint -- it is an OUTRIGHT LIE. The Holy Father said nothing about the 
'NEW' rite in Latin; he very fefinitely did say 'the OLD liturgy in Latin.( I am directly 
quoting from DOMI NICAE CE NAE, Part Ill, number 10.) 

The next sentence in your TABLET editorial is laughable: 1 Where tried, it has not proven 
very popular.' -- Just where, in the last several years, has it been tried? And which 
had been tried -- the Novus Ordo or the True Mass? I suspect that if either was done in 
some parish, it must have been done in some corner of the school auditorium and in compe
tion with either Bingo, Las Vegas Nights, or perhaps the St. Patrick 1s Day Dance. Anything 
that competes with those conciliar rituals is bound to be unpopular and doomed to failure ••• 

Your TABLET editorial ends with this unbelievable line: 1 In this country, at least, sexist 
language is a bigger problem to our bishops, priests and people than the Latin language.' 
-- If correcting •sexist' language has top priority with the bishop, priests(?), •.• the 
Second Reformation is nearly complete. 

The only good and applicable part of the TABLET editorial is its title,1 POPE ON 
LITURGY: TAKE CARE.' -- I really think you should! those people still sitting in those 
pews cou Id sti II surprise you. I remember the last time I attended the New Order at your 
church, the front pews were occupied by those old timers who, without fail, would be in 
the same pew every Sunday at ten 0

1clock. At that time, I thought there was nothing more 
pitiful than to see those poor old Irish and Italians sitting there and held like a captive 
audience, unable to get away, while the young jackasses were up there within the sacred 
altar precincts, going through their contortions and gyrations, or what-have-you. I was, 
however, elated when I saw that the noise and nonsense had very little effect on those 
old timers, because al I their attention seemed to be on the proper fingering and private 
recitation of the rosary. By now, most of these wonderful people have probably gone to 
their just rewards. At least they won 1t have to return any more to those half-empty noisy 
hall to have their physical and spiritual well-being ruined at an advanced age. --Sincerely." 
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From CONNECTICUT: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: We sent Pope John Paul II the following letter: -- 1 Your Holiness: 
In your recent Lenten letter to the Bishops of the world, you stated that the desires of 
Catholics 'who have been educated on the basis of the OLD LITURGY IN LATIN' should 
be fully respected, which we understand to mean that the Bishops should make the Latin, 
traditional, Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, available again to those Catholics who so desire. 

Your Holiness, we are Roman Catholic parents, senior citizens, with ..• married sons 
and •.. grandchildren. With the help of Our Lord, we have, to the best of our ability, 
given our sons a solid Catholic example and a solid Catholic education, assisted in our 
efforts by good Catholic schools. 

Before the traditional Holy Mass was taken away from us, we were a truly united 
Catholic family, worshippi_ng God, together, in our respective parishes, whenever we 
visited together. That joyful experience of worshipping God, together, receiving Holy 
Communion, together, at the same altar rail -- no longer has been ours for the past ten 
years or so, that is ever since the true Holy Mass has been denied to us. This sad situation 
is deeply disturbing us. It grieves us profoundly. 

Therefore, Your Holiness, we most respectfully, but also most urgently, request you 
to put an end to the unnecessary mental sufferings of loyal, faithful Roman Catholics, who 
only are asking that their God-given right to the traditional, Latin, Holy Sacrifice of the 
Cross be restored to them, and that this Holy Mass be made available again to them in 
their parishes, on Sundays and Holydays. 

We do hope and pray that Your Holiness, as Supreme Shepherd of His flock, will 
graciously grant our request. 

We remain, Your Holiness, most respectfully, -- Faithfully yours in Christ. 1 11 

+-++++ 

From CALIFORNIA: 

11 Dear C. T. M.: Enclosed please find copy of the letter we sent to Pope John Paul II: 
' Your Holiness: It is with deep gratitude that I write this letter thanking you for encouraging 
our Bishops and Priests to resume the Latin 1Tridentine 1 Mass. However, how do we get our 
bishops and priests to obey you? They have had their way so long, they will never listen 
to us! 

The laity never wanted to stand for Communion, nor did we want to receive Communion 
in the hands. Our bishops forced these things on us. They have stripped us of our Catholicism, 
and now our churches look exactly I ike Protestant churches. 

Our Blessed Mother has already said that 'the cup is overflowing.' Your Holiness, please 
save the Church before it is too late. Resoectful ly yours. 1 11 
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From MISSOURI: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: Please forward this letter to the Pope in Rome: -- 1 Holy Father: 
Have you REALLY returned our Mass to us!? The Mass of the Saints, the Mass of your 
ordination, the Mass of the great Council of Trent, the Mass of 'Quo Primum, 1 our traditional 
Latin Mass!? Most Holy Father, our souls cry out for it! Your children need it! 

First Father De Pauw 1 s C. T. M. told us that you told our bishops to 'show not only 
understanding but also full respect, 1 and provide 1accomodations 1 for those of us who were 
11 educated on the basis of the OLD liturgy in Latin. 1 And now our local secular and 1Catholic 1 

papers inform us that your letter must be interpreted as speaking of the NEW liturgy in Latin. 
Who is correct? 

Please, Holy Father, what is your position? What is our situation? Are we sti II banned 
from our parish churches, because we are faithful to the Mass for which these churches were 
built? Must we continue to travel over a hundred miles to attend THE Mass on Sunday, when 
there is a 'Catholic' church only a block away? Will our parish priests celebrate THE Mass 
for us again in Latin? 

Holy Father, where do you really stand in our Church? Please guide us with words that 
are not ambiguous. Please tell us in clear English language, so that we know once and for all. 
If you decree that we carry this cross to our death, even than you will always be in our 
prayers. Yours in Christ. 1 11 

+++++ 

From WYOMING: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: Please send us a few copies of the Mass of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary which is used on your Radio Mass, which saves our lives. We also have made cassettes 
of it for our shut-ins who cannot get good radio reception. 

You and the C. T.M. are all we have left. Our Rocky Mountain area has been destroyed 
by our 1 Lettuce Pray 1-bishops who have turned our Catholic Church back into the Methodism 
of my childhood which I thought I had left behind when I converted to the Catholic Faith.! 11 

++t++ 

From ARIZONA: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: Just a few days ago one of our parishioners handed me a copy 
of the C. T. M. 1s I Sounds of Truth and Tradition. 1 It was hard to believe, but so gratifying, 
to realize we've still got clergy who will stand up, and have guts to say so, for our old-time 
religion. -- Reading the contents of your magazine makes one feel like no longer do we 
stand all alone like some old goof ball. -- So we have scratched together some money, and 
with it comes a list of names of people we ask you to send your publications to. Some will 
be glad to read what you have to say, but for most it will be an urgent awakening. 11 
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From UTAH: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: I read about your work in ••••• Magazine, and have been meaning 
to write you for some time. I just now am getting around to it, but hope you are still alive, 
well, and flourishing. 

From what I can tell from the scanty report in ••••• , you people are just what I have 
been looking for in the Church for some time. There are a lot of Catholics in Utah totally 
'turned off' by the lengths to which liturgical revision has gone, but we out here have no 
official group with which to associate in traditional worship. In fact, all the priests around 
here are seemingly conducting some kind of contest to see who wil I come up with the most 
radical and non-liturgical worship services. In fact, I'm having trouble finding anyone who 
will even say one of the four 'regular' Canons, so I can pray along. The 'in' thing to do 
out here seems to be to make it up as you go along. 

I was all in favor of English services, singing of hymns, and more Scripture readings. 
However, I am so fed up with the direction this has taken us, that I'm ready to go all the 
way back to the old forms. Please let me know how I can become more actively associated 
with your movement. Yours in Christ. 11 

++H-+ 

From NEW MEXICO: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: I have just finished reading and re-reading the article and 
interview you gave to • • . • • I am very interested in learning more about the Catholic 
T raditiona I ist Movement. 

I have not stopped going to church. But the Charismatic or semi-charismatic movements 
or any of the Hootenanny and guitar Masses do not 'increase my feeling of participation in the 
service.' 

When the Mass started to change in the Catholic Church, I was pleased, because, having 
been brought up in the Catholic schools, elementary and High School, I loved singing the 
old hymns (instead of the choir in church being the only people who sang) and I thought that 
would be great!!! But no-, the insipid songs that are accompanied by guitar playing (plunking) 
and have no force to them are not for me. 

My husband is a convert and goes to church with me -- but he only goes out of a sense 
of duty and because I go. Surely there must be other epople who feel as we do. 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to express my disappointment in the Catholic 
Church as it is being offered to me today. -- God bless you in your endeavours. 11 

+++++ 

From FLORIDA: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: You are all that is left of our Church." 
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From NEW YORK: 

" Dear Father De Pauw: While in a strict sense I may be a Johhny-come-lately to the 
C. T.M., my heart and mind have never abandoned the traditional Latin Mass or any of the 
other liturgical functions sung in Latin, such as the Benediction hymns •.• So, in a sense, 
I 1ve been unknowingly supporting your movement from its very inception. However, even at 
this late date, I'm happy to reaffirm my support in a more tangible and hopefully more 
productive manner. Thus far, my announced displeasure with the revised liturgy has produced 
nothing. 

Now, dear Father, please allow me to be somewhat more specific as to why I'm joining, 
and at least mora I ly supporting your Movement. For over forty years I've been a Roman 
Catholic, reared in, and spiritually nourished and refreshed, by a tradition which has been 
in existence for well over a millenium. A tradition which has been the solace of untold 
millions. A tradition which has withstood the test of time in every sense of the word. A 
tradition which has survive<;J and outlived with undiminished vigor, wars, famines, plagues, 
pestilences and a host of other calamities. 

Suddenly, in a century which has produced at least four wars with millions of innocent 
victims, a serious degradation of our environment, technological advances of dubious dis
tinction and rampant licentiousness, a group of human beings, without the mantle of full 
popular support, decides by decree, to thoroughly eradicate this tradition. In fact, so vehe
ment is their attitude about the traditional Latin rites, that they have outlawed and expressly 
forbidden their coexistence with the New Liturgy, yet tolerating, among others, such rites 
as the Alexandrian, Antiochian, and Byzantine rites, within the fold of Roman Catholicism. 
Well, somehow the logic of this act escapes me. 

If there was ever a time when we needed to return to our ancient traditions, to our 
old time values, it most certainly is now, when human lives and property are so minimally 
valued. Instead we are forced to swallow a contemporary liturgy, reflecting modernism at 
its worst. Of equal importance is the fact that I and mil lions of other Catholics have been 
told in a de facto manner, that the most sacred, the most essential part of Roman Catholicism 
as we knew it, the Latin traditional Mass, has lost its value as a result of contemporary 
exigencies. That is sheer poppycock, and totally unacceptable to me as a rational creature. 
Witness the results. 

In conclusion, dear Father, I can only hope and pray to the Almighty, that our efforts 
and aspirations prove themselves other than utopian in overcoming this fiasco called the 
New Liturgy. -- Sincerely. 11 

+++++ 

From RHODE ISLAND: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: God bless you for your strong stand against those who would lead us 
astray. I hope and pray that the time is not far off when we will have our old beautiful 
Latin Mass back again, and the experimentations and outlandish conduct which is presently 
going on in our Church will be stopped, and sanity will once again be manifest in our leaders. 11 
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From MARYLAND: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: I deeply appreciate the literature you sent out. My heart aches every 
time I read what is going on in our Church today. Thank God that we sti II have a good 
priest like Father De Pauw. 

I am confused, and still try to go to church every morning, praying my own prayers to 
make up for the sacrileges that go on during the new Masses. -- We have a priest in our 
parish who thinks he has to tell sexy jokes before Mass, and laughs through the entire Mass. 
He even talks to people while giving Communion. -- We have another priest who teaches 
eight and nine-year-old children all about sex. 

When I see and hear those things, it feels like knives going through me. I am no longer 
giving one penny to support such sacrileges. Whatever I can afford, will go to the C. T.M. 
from now on. 

I cannot take this much longer. So, could Father De Pauw please let me know, if I 
listen to his Mass on radio or on a cassette, do I still have to go to those sacrilegious messes 
to fulfill my Sunday obligation as a Roman Catholic? -- Yours faithfully in Christ. 11 

+++-++ 

From MISSOURI: 

11 Dear C. T. M.: I am a teacher in the parochial school system in ••••. within the 
diocese of ••.•• Father De Pauw's Radio Mass is fantastic. To still be able to hear a good 
traditional Catholic Mass. 

To me, with all the changes in the liturgy, the beauty of the Mass has vanished. So, if 
there is some way that I can promote your Movement, please forward ample information. 
I' II also have my students pray for the success of the Movement. -- Sincerely in the Lord. 11 

+++H-

From LOUISIANA: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: It was like receiving oxygen to hear the beautiful traditional Mass 
again, even if only on cassette. This was the first time I heard Father De Pauw's Mass, 
but it won't be the last!!! It gave my soul the feeling of being home again after a LONG 
time. My soul basked in those familiar sounds. And somehow I didn't feel anymore that I 
was fighting a losing battle al I by myself. 

God love and bless Father De Pauw and you, C. T.M.-people, and thank you for not 
giving up. Maybe I shouldn't say it this way ,as I am not at all a rebel. But 1 'm too old 
to have my unchnageable Church change so radically. -- And young people too are 
missing something they shouldn't, when they take away from them our Mass, hymns, and 
devotions. It has already caused a terrible exodus. Maybe your spiritual endeavors will 
some day restore our religious heritage to us. I pray wholeheartedly for this! 11 
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From MINNESOTA: 

" Dear Father De Pauw: May I first introduce myself as a professor of ••••• at the 
University of ••••. With you, I find it more and more difficult to understand the words 
and actions of the 'Catholic Establishment' both in the United States and throughout the 
world. No doubt there are many others like me who now feel totally alienated from the 
church establishment. My love for Holy Mother Church continues, and I consider myself 
as fully Catholic as ever. With you, likewise, I am certain that truth and faith will 
return to the Church according to the promises of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Located in .•••• , it is most difficult for me to feel a part of the struggle which most 
surely continues among traditionalist Catholics. Although rural and almost missionary in 
cahracter, the Diocese of ••••• contains all of the foolishness to be found in the centers 
of the Establishment Church. I am treated and considered as something out of step with 
current realities by the clergy and by many others who now control the local church. But, 
in all of this, I have strong faith which shall not be shaken! 

In your work, know that indeed you speak for many others and that your efforts are 
most appreciated! -- Sincerely. 11 

+++++ 

From NEW MEXICO: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: How wonderful it was this morning to see you on N, and 
hear you stand up for our Catholic Faith, the Faith of our Fathers! So very few of our 
spiritual leaders do so today! I wish you would appear more often on such national 
programs. You will be forever in our prayers and hearts. 

We now have one priest in the- area who says a Latin Mass for us. As I understand it, 
he has 'permission,' I suppose from the chairman of the Diocesan Liturgical Commission, 
to do so, lrovided it does not 'interfere' with any of the other masses in the vernacular, 
hootenanny Masses, guitar Masses, or whatever it is they now do in their modern new 
'Church of What's Happening Now. 1 

They still" give us the works though. We can only have our Latin Mass once a month, 
the first Saturday of the month, and only at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. Then, get a load 
of this! -- A while back a priest from the chancery arrived and said that the bishop had 
received a letter from the Pope ordering our Latin Mass stopped. But, our priest, who 
learned a few 'tricks' -- no offense meant -- from you, had us write to the Apostolic 
Delegate in Washington, asking him to verify this r-jling from the Pope. The Apostolic 
Delegate replied that his office knew of no such letter. So, we started again, even if 
interrupted for one month by the devil and his cohorts. -- Our dear priest says that 
so long as two gather in His name our Mass will continue to be celebtated. I hope we will 
not run into new trouble now that our parish has been turned over to Mexican priests. I can 
imagine all the politics that we shall see equated with Christianity from now on. Mexican 
priests, and those in Chile, are full of Marxism, and claim it is the mission of the Church 
to spread such propaganda. -- Yours in Christ." 
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From FLORIDA: 

11 Dear C. T. M.: I have just seen a copy of your C. T. M. Journal. I was not aware 
such a movement existed but am in total accord with it. 

I am a fairly young person (under 30 years of age) and have become increasingly 
appalled at the changes taking place within the Church. I find it difficult to believe has 
so little insight into what the members really need. 

In this changing and chaotic period in our world history and spiritual life, people need 
to know there is a steadfast rock, one that people will always be able to look to for 
consistency, for discipline, for an example. 

Instead. the Church can be compared to today's parents who are now trying to be friend 
rather than parent, who let the children make the rules, and the parents who want to be more 
permissive with the children. And the consequences of such actions can again be compared 
to the children's attitudes towards parents. They no longer respect their parents, have no one 
to identify with as a good example, and become increasingly disillusioned and leave home. 

Thus it has become with the Church. Rules change so often, there is so little discipline, 
and it is a known fact that increasing numbers of the members are leaving the Church. 

Let us return to the old way. Let us once again have our Church a sacred place, instead 
of a quasi-social organization. 

If there is any way I may be of help to your Movement, please let me know. 11 

++++I-

From KENTUCKY: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: Looking through your new Latin-English traditional Massbook, 
-- which we will forever cherish -- we felt sadness at what the Church of today has become. 

But then ago in, as a professor of ••..• at the University of •••.• , I remeber how some 
ten years ago many of us despaired of the future of higher education, what with the insurrec
tions at Berkeley, Columbia, Kent State, and l'les evenements' in Paris. Now things are 
back to normal and the students are interested in learning again. I think we can take hope 
from th is, and that the Church too wi II be back to norma I some day soon. 11 

+++++ 

From CALIFORNIA: 

11 Dear C. T.M.: For several years I have gratefully been listening to your Radio Mass 
offered by Father De Pauw. -- I am not a Roman Catholic, but a member of the Episcopal 
Church of North America, and I om glad there are traditionalists. -- Sincerely. 11 
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From MISSOURI: 

" Dear Father De Pauw: I had the privilege of hearing one of your cassettes of the 
traditional Latin Mass the other day. -- I wish there were many, many more priests like 
you. -- My brother who was a priest for thirty years died six months ago, and I feel I 
lost my last link with the Tradition. He was a Traditionalist through and through, and the 
New Order Mass broke his heart. At his death he was denied the traditional Latin Mass, 
which hurt me terribly. He had even left a will requesting it, but it was not honored. So 
you must know how badly I feel. 

Keep up the good work, Father, and if ever, God willing, I get to New York, I hope 
to visit the C. T.M. 's Ave Maria Chapel in Westbury. -- Very sincerely." 

+++t-+ 

From WASHINGTON: 

"Dear C. T.M.: Last Sunday, while riding in my car on the freeway between Washington 
and Oregon, I decided to turn on the radio and hear what was on it. I did, and couldn't 
believe my ears. I heard Latin. a Mass in Latin, the first time I have heard since I also 
heard you once, last year, while visiting San Francisco. 

I surely am interested in your traditionalist Movement. 1 'm sure, my own parish priest 
is not, since I am at odds with him a II the time. He is forever for something new. Soon 
he' II be coming to church services in his shorts, I guess, since every Sunday he has less 
and less on him. The attendance at Masses is going down every month, and he does not 
want to acknowledge it. The local Protestant-Episcopal church is more 'Catholic' than 
we are. 

When a group of the choir asked him to sing a Mass in Latin, our priest answered that 
all the music was destroyed after our old pastor died two years ago, and that music for Latin 
Masses can no longer be found anywhere. So, if you cou Id send us some music for the Latin 
Mass, we would really appreciate it, so we can call his bluff, and force him to come up 
with a better excuse, or show his true colors. -- Sincerely." 

+++++ 

From MARYLAND: 

" Dear C. T. M.: It is with reverence and pleasure that I write this letter to inform you 
that , for the first time, I just heard Father De Pauw's Mass on the radio. -- My family of 
four(including a youngster of 13) who has never heard or attended the Traditional Roman 
Catholic Latin Mass, was silently listening with reverence. The rest of our family are in 
their late forties -early fifties, and I need not say what this Mass did for us. -- Please 
kkep the traditional Latin Mass alive for us who remember when. -- Thank you." 

41 



42 

o · ,._ 
0 

...c 
a.. 

~ 
1-
u 

LU 

:::> 
~ 
1-

(1) 
...c 
I-



From I ND IANA: 

11 Dear Father De Pauw: I have just read an article in •.••. magazine, relative to the 
Catholic Traditionalist Movement. The article impressed me so much that I felt I must 
write to you, supporting everything you satnd for. 

For many years I was a 'lost' Protestant, not being satisfied or at home in any church. 
In 1960 I had the opportunity to travel in Europe, and visited many of the Catholic shrines, 
Lourdes for one, and was able to attend a papa I audience in Rome. I was so imoressed by 
the hoards of people professing their devotion and faith in Catholicism, that it made me 
realize that the Catholic Church should be my home. After nine years of deep soul I searching, 
I reached my decision to become a convert. There were many areas to be considered, mainly 
how my husband, who is a Baptist, would take ·my decision. I counted on our love for each 
other, and was pleased that he agreed with my decision. Our daughter also agreed, so she 
and I became converts. 

The reason I am writing to you is that I have become disillusioned over the changes that 
have happened during the past few years in the Church. I think one of the attractions of 
Catholicism is its non-changing of the Mass. It used to be possible to attend Mass anywhere 
in the world and feel at home. Now, we are subjected to guitars, tambourines, drums, 
hymns that we ore asked to practice singing before Mass, handshaking, handclapping, and 
many more changes and distractions. I usually make an effort to be in church about twenty 
minutes before Mass starts, hoping to be able to meditate in the st il lness and peace of the 
Lord's home. But this is no longer possible, as the guitarists are practicing and chattering 
away. 

What I would like to know is why the Church deems it necessary to become so youth
oriented and change the traditional Moss to a literal 'jam session. ' The beautiful liturgical 
music that hos endured down through the centuries, the beauty of the prayers in Latin, are 
no longer heard. The dignity and the majesty of the Mass have disappeared. We no longer 
kneel before Our Lord to receive Him, but must stand like a covey of birds waiting to 
receive a morsel of food. 

I have no quarrel with the youth of today, for they have many valid reasons for dis
agreeing with our system. However, I feel that the Church has somehow lost its impact or 
way to impress upon our youth that the Church is ETERNAL, and does not change. If, in 
order to encourage the youth to attend Mass, the Church needs conforming to their way 
of life, there is something radically wrong with the Church, as well as with parents who 
fail to impress their children with the necessity of them conforming to the way of the 
Cat ho I ic Church. 

There are times that I have become so disillusioned after attending Mass, that I do not 
want to go again, but, hopefully, my faith takes me back. I hope that in the near future 
the Church will consider to have one traditional Latin Mass each Sunday for us 'old fashioned' 
Catholics, and that it will begin to draw the young people back to its beauty. 

I wil I pray for the success of your Movement. -- Sincerely. 11 
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From NEW YORK: 

" Dear C. T. M.: For your files please find herewith copy of the letter I sent to Pope 
John Pau I 11. --

' Most Holy Father: I am a 23-year-old recent graduate of the University of ••.•. , 
who grew up in a family which for the past fifteen years has turned to the Catholic Tradition
alist Movement to find what Your Holiness in his February 24, 1980, Apostolic Letter 
DOMINICAE CENAE called 'understanding,' 'full respect, ' and 'accomodations' for 'those 
people who have been educated on the basis of the old liturgy in Latin.' 

My family, my friends, and I were delighted to learn of the instructions His Eminence 
Cardinal Knox of the Sacred Congregation for the Sacraments sent this past June 19, to all 
bishops of the Latin rite, ordering them, by October 31, 1980, 'to provide the Holy Father 
with objective information' concerning 'persons or groups' in their respective dioceses 
'who insist on having a Mass in Latin celebrated according to the old rite (Tridentine Mass).' 

In this connection I would like to call the attention of Your Holiness upon certain 
figures independently gathered by the very same sources which the president of the U.S. 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops quoted this past September 29 as authoritative, 
while addressing the Synod of Bishops on another point. 

A study conducted by the Princeton, N. J.-based GALLUP POLL concluded on March 2, 
1979, that, among U.S. Catholics still regularly attending their parish churches, 64% 
(32 million) felt that the Church should permit 'the old style Latin Mass. 1 

And as recently as March 19, 1980, the religion editor of the NEW YORK TIMES 
concluded -- and I believe that his known ultra-progressive bias made him underestimate 
our numbers -- that there are still 25% (12 million) of U.S. Catholics who prefer the 
'old style Latin Mass.' 

God knows my family and so many of our friends long for the day that -- quoting 
again Your Holiness' DOMINICAE CENAE -- the Eucharistic Liturgy will no longer be 
'an occasion for dividing Catholics, and for threatening the unity of the Church. 1 

Devoutly and hopefully we join Your Holiness in his apostolic letter's concluding 
prayer for himself and his associates, 'that through the intercession of Mary, holy spouse 
of the Holy Ghost and Mother of the Church, we may a II receive the I ight of the Holy Ghost. 1 

Asking Your Holiness' blessing, I am, Most Holy Father, Most respectfully your son 
in the Lord.' 11 

+++++ 

11 I beg on my knees· that , 
through the intercession of Mary, holy spouse of the 
Holy Spirit and Mother of the Church , we may all 
receive the light of the Holy Spirit." 

Jo-..,-t-1 /Je1-"-lu.r /JI. ;;-
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op Searching for the 
TRADITIONAL 

IATIN 
ROMAN CATHOLIC 

MASS 

Or stay home and dial 

.A.: New York, New York; Baltimore, Maryland; Chicago, Illinois; 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania; Miami, Florida; New Orleans, Louisiana; Portland. aine; 

onland, Oregon; San Francisco, California; Washington, D.C. 
CANADA: Alberta; British Columbia; Manitoba; New Brunswick; ewfoundland; 
. orthwest Territories; Nova Scotia; Ontario; Prince Edward Island; Quebec; Saskatchewan; 

on. 
AFRICA: Algeria; Angola; Benin (Dahomey); Camerouns; Central African Republic; Congo; 
Egypt; Ethiopia; Ghana; Kenya; Liberia; Malawi; Morocco; igeria; Rhodesia; outh Africa; 

udan; Tanzania; Uganda; Zaire. 
CARIBBEAN AREA AND CENTRAL AMERICA: Antilles; Costa Rica; Cu~ 
Dominican Republic; Guatemala; Guyana; Honduras; Jamaica; Mexico; icaragua; 
Puerto Rico; Tobago; Trinidad; West Indies. 
EUROPE: Austria; Belgium; Denmark; Finland; France; Germany; Gilbraltar. Great Britain; 
Greece; Ireland; Italy; Malta; Netherlands; Norway; Portugal; Spain; S eden; witzerland; 

atican City. 
FAR EAST: Japan. 
NEAR EAST: Cyprus; Israel; Jordan; Palestine; Saudi Arabia; Turkey; Yemen. 
NORTH ATLANTIC: Bahamas; Bermuda; Greenland; Iceland. 
SOUTH AMERICA: Argentina; Brazil; Colombia; Venezuela . 
SOUTH PACIFIC: Australia; New Zealand. 

EACH 
SUNDAY 
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Holy Father, --
Please, f 
Say it isn't so ••• 




