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THE WHITE HOUSE 

May 10, 1983 

MEETING WITH FATHER VIRGIL BLUM, S.J. 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 
TIME: 

FROM: 

I. PURPOSE 

May 13, 1983 
Oval Office 
2 P .M. 

Faith Ryan Whittlesey 

Presentation of the John Paul II Religious Freedom Award 
to you and a discussion of the pro-life and tuition tax 
credits efforts of the Catholic League for Religious and 
Civil Rights. 

II. BACKGROUND 

The Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights is a 
"grassroots", volunteer, private initiative group with 
no connection to the "official" Church establishment. 
The League has 26,000 contributing members and is governed 
by a largely lay board. 

Primarily a civil rights group, like the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai Brith, it stands up for the rights of the 
co-religionists and against bigotry directed at non-Catholics. 
Its study of 54 inner city private elementary schools, 
predominately black and Hispanic, found them providing 
quality education. Many organizations have used this study 
in support of tuition tax credits and educational vouchers. 
The League is celebrating their 10th Anniversary in New 
York on May 21. 

This is the first John Paul II Religious Freedom Award. 
You are receiving the award in recognition of your active 
defense of the rights of the unborn child and your strong 
advocacy for parents' rights for religious freedom in 
their childrens' education. Others receiving the Award are: 
Cardinal Cooke of New York 
Congressman Henry Hyde 
Mother Angelica (head of a T.V. satellite from Birmingham) 
Judge Donald Halstead ( a Michigan judge who refused to order 

a minor girl to have an abortion) 
Pastor Richard John Neuhaus ( a Lutheran Minister) 
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III. PARTICIPANTS 

Father Virgil Blum, S.J., President and Founder of the 
League 

Anthony Czajkowski (pronounced Tchaikovsky) Washington 
Chapter President 

Ann Brosnan, National Secretary of the League 
Father Peter Stravinskas, East Coast Regional Director 

of the League 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

White House Photographer 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

2 P.M. You greet your guests and accept the Award. 

2:03 Discussion 

2:10 Your guests depart 



SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH 

FATHER VIRGIL BLUM 

I want to thank you for presenting me with the John Paul 

II Religious Freedom Award. As one of the first recipients 

of this award it means a great deal to me and I am very 

honored to accept it. 

Congratulations on your Tenth Anniversary. The Catholic 

League has repeatedly demonstrated thoughtful leadership 

and worked strenuously to strengthen the role of the family 

in our society and to insure the rights of those with 

strong spiritual commitment. 

I am very interested in the study The League has conducted 

on the 54 inner city private elementary schools. As you 

know, we are working hard for the passage of tuition tax 

credit legislation. 

Let me also reaffirm my total commitment to support all the 

pro-life measures before the Congress. We must continue to 

keep national attention on the need for a solution to the 

tragedy of abortion on demand. 

Thank you for all your efforts and your continued support. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 8, 1983 

TO.: _ JAYN STANKOWSKI 

FROM: MAISELLE SHORTLEY 

Will you please send me one copy 
of photo# 13 MY 83 14581 09A 
and two copies of #13 MY83 14582 14? 

Please send them to me in room 191. 

Thank you for your help. 
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Dn,c J You~ Eaq 
•t1cir r.ey a \ Lav.. C 01urr:.bus Otuo 

Hon. Ctement J. Z..blockt 
US House ot Ae;ue ~entatiwes 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Reaqan: 

The Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights is now 
ten years old. We will celebrate our Tenth Anniversary 
with a Solemn Pontifical Mass at St. Patrick's Cathedral 
in New York City on May 21, with Bishop Joseph Able Francis 
the principal celebrant and Bishop John McNicholas as the 
homilist. 

Following the mass, we shall have a reception and dinner 
at the ~aldorf-Astoria Hotel, with the eminent Catholic 
layman and coach Don Shula as the principal speaker. 

We think the Tenth Anniversary Celebration of the Catholic 
League is an appropriate time to acl:nov:ledge the work of 
fellow citizens who have contributed greatly to the · 
preservation of our Judea-Christian Heritage. On this 
occasion we shall, therefore, present to selected individuals 
"The John Paul II Religious Freedorr: Award.'' 

I 
President Reagan, we would be honored to present you with The 
John Paul II Religious Freedom Award in recognition of your 
active defense of the right to life of unborn children and 
of your strong advocacy of the religious freedom rights of 
parents in the education of their children. 

If it were impossible for jou personally to accept the award, 
you might want to designate Mrs. Reagan or another person to 
accept it in your stead. 

I would appreciate your informing me whether you would favor 
us by accepting this award at our Anniversary Di nner on 
Saturday, May 21, 7:30 P.M., at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 

With appreciation . 

Sincerely in Christ, 

4 L '3:, o -

Reverend Virgil C. Blum, S.J. 
President 

Michael Sch,.,n, 
01Jec.10r ot Pvbllc Atta1rs 

lhom11 Pe,nc~ Mon•vhan. E:-.q 
Gt--nera1 Cc1,.1nse· 

Orlan R lo•e 

f:t.eve,e1"1d He.-,ry W C■5per. S . J 
01rec 1or OI Oeve1oomen1 

Mrverer\d Peter M .J. Str-•winsJa1s 
R,-g 1una1 Oner.1or o' Oe ... e1opme n t 

'WifU■m J Swe•nity 
A!.~oc •atE: Ae-9 1o'lal D1rec10, o f Oe-.iefopmen: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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Special Assistant fo the 
President and Director 
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CATHOLIC LEAGUE m ,, for Religious and Civil Rights 
~u l ,plC'rn<·nt t<, th{' Cot Jiu! it lA ·<ig11< A.< 11 .. ~1, ttn. Vol. 10. No. 4 

. Catholil' LeaguP for Rl'ligious and Civil RiJZ"ht~ 
1100 \\'pc;\ Wt•lls Street • Milwaukc,c, Wisconsin 5323:~ 

Religion: 
An Ame1/lican F1/leedom 

by President Ronald Reagan 

The following remarks on religious freedom are excerpted from a transcript of 
President Ronald Reagan's speech to the National Association of Evangelicals . deli­
vered March 8 . 1983 . in Orlando . Florida . The League reprints them not to lend 
partisan political support to a public official who may soon become a candidate for 
reelection but because the League heartily approves of public statements by any 
influential leader who speaks out forcefully on behalf of the religious freedom issues 
in which the League is deeply involved and to which the League is deeply committed . 
the right of parents to be no11f1ed when a government-fundec agency gives their 
minor children contraceptive drugs . the right of religious-minded students not to 
have tr1e1r freedom of speech abridged. the right to life. and the right of all citizens not 
be subiected to racial . ethnic or religious hatred . 

This Administration is motivated b\' a 
political philosophy that ,-ee:- the ~rcat ­
nt>ss of America in you. her peoplt. and 
in your families. l'hurche,. nt>ivhbor­
hoods. <'ommunitit>s-the institutions 
that foster and nourish values likl' con · 
cern for otht>rs and respt>ct for the- rule 
of law under God. 

?\ow l don't have to tell ~·c,u that this 
puts us in opposition to. or at least out of 
step with . a pre\'ailin~ attitude of many 
who have turned to a modern-dav secu ­
larism. disc<1rdinr- the, tried and tinw­
tl'Stt>d values upon which our n•ry ci\·ili ­
Zbtic,r, is basc,d. 

:t,.;t, matter how well-intentioned. their 
value svstem is radic:alh· diffrrt>nt from 
that or"most Americ:ami. 

And. while they proclaim they are 
frn•ing- us from superstition;: of the past. 
they have taken upon themsC'lves the job 
of superintending us by ~overnment 
rule and re1<ulation . Sometimes their 
voices are louder than ours. but they are 
not yet a majority . 

An example of that vocal superiority 
is e\·ident in a controversy now going- on 
in Washington . Sinct' I'm involved. l've 
c>een waitin~ to hear from the parents of 
>'oung America. How far are they will-

inr tu go in gi\'inr to J!o\'ernmen1 their 
prero,rativt>s a~ parents? 

1.,(,1 me state th£> <·asc· as briefly and 
icimply as l can. An or1<anization of citi­
zens sinct-rely motivated and deeply 
concnned about the increase in ille~it­
imate birth~ and abortions invol\'in~ 
girls well below the age ofcc,nsentest.ab-

-•n·~-~:--·.· .,.;:~!~~ - ~ 

... ,. ..... _; __ ·._:..·~- -": 

President Ronald Reagan 

Ii shed c linic-s nationwide to offer help to 
theH' l!irli' and hopefully alleviate this 
situation. 

A!!ain let me say . .l do not fault their 
intent. However. in their well-intentioned 
effort. these clinics provide advice and 
birth control druJ!S and devices to 
underage girls without the know)ed!!e 
of their parents. 

For some \'ears now. th£:- Federal 
Go\'ernment has helped with funds u, 
subsidize these clinics . ln providinJ< for 
this. the Cong-ress dt>c:reed that e\'ery 
effort would be made to maximize par­
ental participation. ?\e\'ertheles!,, the 
druf!s and deviees are prescribed with ­
out g<'ttinJ!' parental consent or givinr 
notification. Girls tHmed "sexually 
active"-that ha~ replaced the word 
"promiscuom''-are viven this help ir. 
order to prevent illegitimate birth or 
abortion. 

We have ord<'red clinics rec:ei\'in,c­
F'ederal funds to notify the parents such 
help has been ~iven . Ont> of the nation\ 
lead inv newspapers has created the t.ern, 
"squeal rule" in editorializing- ag-ain:'1 
us. and we are being critized for violat· 
inl! the privacy of .voun!! people. A judg<­
has 1<ranted an injunction ag-ainst en -



'j \ }>,tfl( i S ! J( l\','' (1)'-f'lh, 1' . 

rc•;1rl r·olumn" pontif1catini· n: , k,, nr <,: 
l,u( n<> <,11£• SPPm s to nwnti<,ri 111ort1l1,, a , 
pla.\·irw a part in the> suli_iect of s1 ·:.. · 

ls all of JudPo-Chri"1i,n, traditiur1 
v. rorw'' Ar(' WC' to i>Pli1•\'£' tha1 snm(· 
thiny s,, sacrPd nrn bC' loukt,d upon a ,- a 
pun•ly ph_vsical thinv with nL, poH·ntial 
for emotional and psycholol!'ital harm '1 

And isn't it thf' parents' ri1cht to 1cin' 
counsel and ad\'ice to keep their child ­
ren from making mi&takes that ma_\· 
affect their entire lives? 

Many of us in governmPnt would lih 
to know what parents think about this 
intrusion in their family by go\'ernment . 
We are going to fight in the courts. Th(• 
ri~hts of parents and the rirhts of fam­
il.\· take prn·edence over those of Wash­
in~ton-based bureaucrats and !'oeial 
engineers. 

•· But the firht against parental notifi­
cation is real]\' onh· onf' exampl<· of 
man/ attempt; to ~-ater down tradi­
tional \'alm•s and even abrog-aU· tht· oriJ!· 
inal tPrms of AmPrican demoL·raC'\·. 
FrPPdom prospers whpn re,] il!'ion ·i s 
vibrant and thf' ru]p of law undn God 
ack now]Pdsred. 

Founding Fathers' intentions 

WhPn our Foundinr Fathpr~ passed 
thf' First AmendmPnt. thPy S(lug-ht tc, 
protect chu rdw;., from go\·ernnwnt intn­
fl·r<>nce . The\· never nwant tc, con struct 
a wall of hostility betwpen go\Prnment 
and the concept of relirious b£•lief itself. 

Th!:- evidenec· of this pt•rm eatPs our 
history and our rovernmE>nt: ThE> Decla­
ration of Independence ment iom the 
SupremP Beinsr no less than four times: 
"] n God We Trust" is envraved on our 
coinage : th£• Supreme Court opem it~ 
pro<·Pedin~;: with a relirious invocation : 
and the membersofConrressopen their 
sessions with a prayer. 

I just happen to beli eve the school 
children of the lJ nited States are entitled 
to'thP sam(' pri\'ileges as Supreme Court 
Justice!,, and Congressmen. Last year.] 
sent the Conrress a constitutional 
amendment t.<1 restore prayer w public 
sehools. This week ] am resubmittinr 
that amendment and eallinS! on the 
Congress to act speedily to pas" it. 

Let our children pray. Perhap,: some 
of you read rt-c<>ntly about the Lubbock 
school case wherp a judge ac-t ually ruled 
that it was unconstitutional for a school 
district to srive equal treatment to reli­
gious and non -religious student groups . 
even when the group meetings were 
held durini,!' the students' own time. 

The First Amendment never int£>nded 
to require government t(, discriminate 
against relirious speech. Senators Den­
ton and Hatfield have proposed IE>gisla­
tion in the Congress on the whole ques-

. t J. : ; _- \ -: ' ~ j' ; . ' 

l {' ~·: , i;.: i,, r ( , , u I ri r 1, fa ,- t, , n c 1 "t : : •.. 

d, ,n, of rt·li1ciou~ spt·C< h for 1,u t. iic SC ' ;" 

student~ and I hopt· the> Con1cres~ c01, 
siders th(-~!' bill s quickly . And with your 
hE>lp, J think it', po,,:iblt· w( could als(I 
vet thf' <·on c:t ituti0nal a n,f'ndment 
thro1wh the Cc,nJlrf's, thi,.. year . 

Mort' than a decadt' ar-o . a Supreme 
Court dP.cision literally wiped off the 
books of 50 states statutes protecting thP 
rights of unborn children. "Abortion on 
demand" now takes the lives of up toonC' 
and a half million unborn children a 
year . 

No time to rest 

Human life legislation ending this 
tragedy will someday pass the Congress, 
and you and l must never rest until it 
does . Unless and until it can be proven 
that the unborn child is not a li\'inJl 
entity, then its right to life. liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness must be 
protected. 

You may remembE>r that when abor­
tion on demand began many. indeed. l'm 
sure many of you, warned that the prac­
tice would lead to a decline in respect for 
human life, that the philosophical pre­
misPs usE>d to justify abortion on demand 
would ultimateh· bPused to iustifv other 
attach on the s~credness of hum~n life, 
infanticide or merc-y killinJ[ . Tragically 
enough . thosE> warnings prowd all too 
true: Only last year a court permitted 
the death by st.an-at ion of a handicapped 
infant. 

] have directed the Health and Human 
Services Department to makE> clear u, 
even- health care facility in tht" l lnited 
States that the Rehabiiitation Act of 
l 973 protects all handicapped persom 
against discrimination basE>d on han­
dicaps, including infants. 

And we have taken the further step of 
requiring that each and every recipient 
of Fe_deral funds who provides health 
care services to infants must post and 
keep posted in a conspicuous place a 
notice stating that "discriminatory fail­
ure to feed and care for handic-apped 
infants in this facility is prohibited by 
Federal law." lt also lists a 24-hour . toll­
free number so that nurse,: and others 
may report violations in time t.o save the 
infant's life. 

ln addition , recent legislation intro­
duced in the Congress by Representa­
tive Henrv Hvdt- not onlv increases res­
trictions ~n p~blicly fina.nced abort ions; 
it also addresses this whole problem of 
infanticide. 

] urged Congress to begin hearings 
and to adopt legislation that will protect 
the right to life of a\\ children . including 
the disabled or handicapped. 

l'm sure you must get discouraged at 
times. but there is a great spiritual 

' tr;. ci;; ir,m, l \..i u,·c ti;;, ; he\(• lwu1 t r. 
!i(•drod: of Arnf'ric;,' " goodnf's,c 1n,c 
r-reatnf'ss 

On(· recent sun·E>_1· hy a WashinJlt{,n­
baspd rpsc·ard, eouneil c-onrludPo th at 
AniE>ric-an, wf'n· far mnn- rtliv,r, w th:,!. 
t ht· Jl('Opk of other natiom : 9;, pncrnt (,f 
tho~e sune.\·pd expressed a bt·lid 1r1 God 
and a hure majority bPlievE-d th<' Tc-r, 
Commandments had real meaninr for 
their lives. 

Another stud\· has found that an 
overwhelminr ~ajority of Americans 
disappro\'e of adultery , teen-are sex, 
pornojlraphy, abortion and hard drui:rs. 
And this same study showed a deer, re\·­
nence for tht· importance of family tif's 
and relilliou,; belief. 

1 think thE> it£'m" we· ha\·e disc-ussed 
here today must tie a key part of the 
nation 's political agenda. For th e first 
tim£' the ConS!ress is openly and seriously 
debatinll and dE>alinr with the, prayer 
and abortion issucc-that·~ enormouc 
progrE>ss rillht ther(' . 

1 repE>at: Ameri ca is in the mid st of a 
spiritual awakeniny and a moral renpw­
al. With your biblical keynote, 1 say 
today let "justice roll on like a river, 
ri_vhteousnes s like a neYer-failing 
strPam .•· 

A positive view 

1'ow . ob\·iou sh. much of this new pol ­
itic<>l and social ~onsensus 1 have talked 
about is based on a positive \'iew of 
Amnican history, one that take~ prid E­
ir, our country's accomplishments and 
n ·cord. But we must never forjlet that nn 
yo\ernment schemes are llOing to rwr - -
fpct nJan: we know that )i\'iny in thi~ 
world means dealing with what phil ­
o!,,opher!' wou Id cal I this phenomf'nolojc\· 
of f'\"i 1 or. asth(•o logians wou Id put it.the 
doctrine of sin. 

There il' sin and e\'il in the world . and 
we are enjoined by Scripture and the 
Lord ,Jesus to opposp it with all our 
mirht. Our nation , too , has a leracy of 
e\'il with which it must deal. The glory 
of this land has been its capacity for 
transcending the moral eYils of our past . 

For example. the lonjl struggle of 
minority citizens for equal rights . once a 
sou rt(' of disunity and civil war, is now" 
point of pridE' for all Americans. We 
must never go back. 

There is no room for racism . anti­
Semitism or other forms of ethnie and 
racial hatred in thiscountn- . ] know \ 'OU 

have been horrified, as h~ve l. by 
0

tht 
resurgen ce of some hate groups preach­
i n,r bigotry and prejudice. Use the 
mighty voice of your pulpits and the 
powerful standing of your churches u, 
denounce and isolate these hate group~ 
in our midst. The commandment given 
us is clear and simple: "Thou shalt Jove 
thy neighbor as thyself." 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO~ 

May 5, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR DEBBIE HUTTON 1/41 

FROM MORTON C. BLACKWELL &:. .... 
This is an excellent group and a good opportunity 
to have a prominent Administration speaker address 
a prestigious Catholic group on issues like Central 
American policy, defense budget and MX. Let's 
do it. I recommend we send a White House staffer 
or a Cabinet member. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

V, I-. ~ h I t•, (- 1 C, : • 

May 3, 19 83 
1'~D1ORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

BOB SIMS / 
MORTON BLACKWELLV 
MORT ALLIN 

, 
DEBBIE HUTTO~r ,Speakers Bureau 

SPEAKERS REQuEST 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECO.M..MI::NDATION AND COMMENTS ON THE FOLLOWING 
REQUEST UNDER CONSIDLRATION: 

Event: Celebration of the 10th Anniversary of the Catholic 
League and Presentation of the John Paul II Religious 
Freedo~ Award to the President 

Date: May 21, 1983 

Location: New York, NY 

Background: See attached correspondence. This group would like 
a representative to accept this award on behalf of 
the President. In light of the Pastoral Letter 
issued by the Catholic Bishops, I was not sure if 
we wanted to try for a high-level surrogate and 
I would like your suggestions as to who might be the 
best ?uited for such an event. 

RECOMMEND ACCEPT RECOMMEND WHITE HOUSE STAFF 

RECOMMEND REGRET 

COMMENTS: 

RECOMM.END CABINET MEMBER 

RECOJ-W£ND SUB-CABINET .MEMBER 

Your response is needed by:_....a~u:..-._ _________________ _ 



Dear F~ther Elum: 

On behalf of th~ President, 
inviting him to join you in 
of the Catholic Le~gu~. ~e 
chosen him to be onE of the 
Religious Freedom Award. 

l would like to thank you for 
celebrating the Tenth Annivcn;ar)' 
i~ inooed honored that you have 
recipic~t& of the ~ohn Paul lI 

Although h~ woul~ like to join you, the Pretident's heavy 
schedule preclude~ his doing ~o. With regard to your request 
fore r~prescntativ~ to eccept the award in the President•~ 
stead, I nrn fcrwar~ing your m~Esage to thP Speakers Burtau an~ 
they will be in touch with you regarding the pofi&ibility of e 
repre:scnt~tive. 

ln the meantime, the President haE ~sked me to expres6 hiE 
gra~ituae for your thoughtfulness in ~electing him to receive 
th1E award, and he sen6a hie best wishes. 

,, 

Sinc~rely, 

Fru:.DERICK J. RYAli, JR. 
Director, Presidcnti~l 
AppointruentE and Sch~duling 

The Reverend Virgil C. Blum, S.J. 
President 
Cet..holic LeAgue 
1100 West WellE Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53233 

cc: Speakers Bureau1" 
Anne Higgins 

FJR/emu 



,/ -· 
(.,..; ' 

Ji. .. ~ l~E WHITE HOUSE 
,~ - WASHINGTON 

,INS 
~J1c:1..1d1 tt:,:,1~Ldnt to the 
President and Director 

of Correspondence 
Room 94, x76JO 

- · ~J....--" /(_ ; } - ,--­
( 
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The Catholic League 
A decade of defending religious freedom 

On May 12, 1973-less than four 
months after the Supreme Court had 
legalized abortion on demand in the 
United States-25 Catholic lay and 
clerical leaders met in Washington, D.C., 
to formalize their plans to resist what 
they rightly regarded as a new Ameri­
can revolution. The Court's abortion 
decision, coupled with a series of educa­
tion decisions which discriminated a­
gainst Catholic school parents, had gal­
vanized those 25 Catholic leaders, dispel­
ling any lingering doubts that their 
country was indeed in the throes of a 

By Orlan Love 
Director of Publications 

rights advocate, Father Blum had been 
years ahead of his contemporaries in 
identifying religious freedom in educa­
tion as the lynch pin of all religious free­
dom. As early as 1953, in his doctoral 
dissertation on "The Legal Aspects of 
Equality and Religious Liberty," Father 
Blum demonstrated that religious exer­
cise in the United States is hamstrung 
by discriminatory government educa­
tion funding policies which inhibit the 
efforts of parents to transmit their reli­
gious and moral values to their children. 

laws. 
In the late 1960's, for example, when 

Pennsylvania lawmakers enacted legis­
lation providing financial aid to private 
school teachers, they drafted it to con­
form with the Court's then existing two­
pronged test of constitutionality, accord-

---re_v_o-lutiori bent upon d1vorcmg the '"la"'wms.----­
of man from the laws of God and dis­

---- -------
Freedom campaign 

ing to which a law must have a secular 
legislative purpose and a primary effect 
which neither advances nor inhibits 
religion. In order to- strike down that 
Pennsylvania law, the Court added a 
new, third test, known as the "excessive 
entanglement" test, which the Court 
applied both to school administration-­
and education politics. In its 1971 Lemon 

mantling, one by one, theJ udeo-Christian 
un~erpinnings of American society. And, 
knowing that their Church loomed as 
the last formidable obstacle to the com­
pletion of that revolution, they rightly 
anticipated that attacks on Catholic 
beliefs and values, as well as on the 
rights of all religious-minded citizens, 
would continue to intensify. 

Among those Catholic leaders was one 
whose depth of experience and vision 

. uniquely qualified him to prescribe an 
antidote to the crisis facing American 
Catholics. He was Rev. Virgil C. Blum, 
S.J ., and his prescription was to found 
the first and only Catholic civil rights 
and anti-defamation union in American 
history-the Catholic League for Reli­
gious and Civil Rights. 

A Marquette University political 
scientist and a nationally known Catholic 

Throughout the 1950's and 60's, in 
books, articles and lectures, Father Blum 
had campaigned tirelessly for religious 
freedom in education, for the right of 
religious-minded par~nts to send their 
children to a church-related school of 
their choice without having to bear the 
financial penalty of taxation for public 
schools, plus tuition for their own child­
ren's education. Time and again, he and 
his colleagues prevailed upon state 
legislatures to pass favorable programs 
for funding secular aspects of private 
education, only to see the fruits of their 
efforts struck down by the courts. No 
matter how carefully the legislation had 
been tailored to conform with court­
established tests of constitutionality, the 
courts always devised new and ever 
more specious tests to invalidate those 

v. Kurtzman decision, the Court said, 
moreover, that activity by Catholics in 
advancing aid to private education had 
"divisive political potential." In what 
amounted todisenfranchisementofCath­
olics, the Court said the Constitution 
forbids such "entanglement" of religion 
and politics as would be involved in the 
efforts of Catholic school parents to secure 
equitable funding of private education. 
According to the Court, such activity by 
Catholic parents amounted to "religion 
intru~ing into the political arena" caus­
ing"division along religious lines," which 
the Court said was impermissible. 

Father Blum finally concluded that 
the problem arose not from the Consti­
tution but from the historic anti-Catholic 
bias that still permeates many Ameri­
can institutions, including the courts 
and the mass media. He realized that 



religious freedom in education could 
never be attained as long as the issue is 
framed as whether this bishop or that 
cardinal should be permitted to have his 
hand in the public till. He realized that 
the right to life of the unborn child could 
never be restored as long as the issue is 
framed as whether the Catholic Church 
should be permitted to impose its pecul­
iar morality on the rest of society. And 
he realized that Catholics could never 
take their place as equal members of 
American society as long as their most 
sacred beliefs and values are publicly 
defamed and ridiculed in the mass 
media. 

League founders 

So to counter that historic bias and to 
safeguard religious freedom rights, 
Father Blum called 24 Catholic leaders 
to Washington, and on May 12, 1973, 
they founded the Catholic League for 
Religious and Civil Rights. The newly 
created Board of Directors named Father 
Blum to serve as president, which he 
continues to do. David W. Louise II, Boalt 
Professor of Law at the University of 
California at Berkeley, was named as 
the first chairman of the board, and 
Michigan attorney Stuart Hubbell was 
named executive director. Of those 24 
founding board members, seven remain: 
Father Blum; Miss Ann Brosnan of 
Washington, D.C., an international econ­
omist who continues to serve as the 
League's first secretary; Emile Comar, 
executive director of the Louisiana 
Catholic Conference and the League's 
current vice president; Mrs. C. Brad­
ford Lundy of Detroit, president of Citi­
zens for Educational Freedom; veteran 
Catholic journalist Dale Francis, Ohio 
attorney David Young and Washington 
attorney Frank Delaney. 

With a first-year budget of $5,000, 
Father Blum returned to Milwaukee to 
begin the Catholic League's work of 
countering anti-Cathotictsm and speak­
ing out in defense of religious freedom 
rights. Through press releases and let­
ters to editors, he and Hubbell called 
attention to several anti-Catholic and 
anti-religious publications. Their pro­
tests resulted in the cancellation of 
advertising in the National Lampoon 
after the magazine leveled a scathing 
broadside attack on the Protestant, 
Catholic and Jewish faiths. Their threat 
of a lawsuit compelled Xerox Corpora-

tion to stop publication and distribution 
of a booklet which called for Pope Paul 
VI to be tried before an international 
tribunal for crimes against humanity. 
And their protests helped persuade 39 
CBS-TV affiliates to drop scheduled 
reruns of the "Maude" pro-abortion 
episode. . 

The early efforts of the League a ppar­
en tly struck a responsive chord in the 
American Catholic community; for, after 
a concerted membership recruitment 
effort, the League gained 6,000 members 
during its first year of existence. To 
apprise those new members of League 
activities, Father Blum inaugurated the 
Catholic League Newsletter, which has 
gradually earned a reputation as a source 
of reliable information on anti-Cath­
olicism and religious freedom issues. 

Thus firmly rooted, the League turned 
its widening attention to civil rights. In 
its first legal case, the League helped 
defend the freedom of speech rights of a 

Amendment, which protected pro-iife 
taxpayers' rights of conscience by elim­
inating almost all federal funding of 
abortions. And the League has also aided 
university students who objected to pay­
ing for abortions through mandatory 
assessments for health insurance policies. 

When pro-life "sidewalk counselors" 
were arrested in California for explain­
ing the true nature of abortion to poten­
tial clients of abortion clinics, League 
attorneys successfully defended their 
First Amendment free speech rights to 
do so. In another major pro-life case, the 
League persuaded the Department of 
Health and Human Services to enforce a 
provision of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act 
which will prevent the killing by neglect 
of handicapped newborns such as "Baby 
Doe." 

Parental rights 

Protestant physician, Dr. Frank Bolles In defending the right of parents to 
of Boulder, Colorado. For sending pro- protect their children from exploitation 
life literature through the mails, Dr. by abortionists, League attorneys have 
Bolles had been charged with violating urged the Supreme Court to uphold the 
a state law prohibiting communications model abortion regulation Jaw passed 
thatare"likelytoharassorcausealarm." by the Akron (Ohio) City Council. And, 
With legal research !lnd financial assist- ; in the case of the 16,000 aborted fetuses 
ancefromtheCathohcLeague,Dr.Bolles discovered in 1982 in an abandoned 
contested the charge all the w_ay to the shipping container in Los Angeles, the 
Colorado Suprem~ Court, which rul~d J Catholic League has gone to court to 
that th_e p_rosecut1on of Dr. Bolles v10- defend the right of religious-minded 
lated his r1_ght to ~ree spe_ech and ~n.Iaw- citizens to hold religious burial services 
fu~ly restricted his full rights of citizen- for the dead babies, and to prevent the 
ship. anti-life forces from gaining a public 

Rights of conscience 

In another early legal triumph, the 
League helped to vindicate the rights of 
conscience of 28 doctors and nurses who 
objected to abortion on moral and reli­
gious grounds. In upholdinga1974 Ken­
tucky law which guaranteed that doc­
tors and nurses could not be held liable 
for refusing to take part in abortion, the 
Sixth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals, 
rejecting arguments by the American 
Civil Liberties Union, agreed with League 
attorneys who had argued that doctors 
and nurses have the religious and moral 
right under the First Amendment to 
refuse to participate in abortions. 

In succeeding years, the abortion issue 
has remained at the center of many 
Catholic League legal cases. League 
attorneys played a vital role in defend­
ing the constitutionality of the Hyde 

acknowledgment that the dead babies 
are nothing more than so much garbage 
to be disposed of without the slightest 
consideration of their humanity. 

In several successful anti-discrimin­
ation cases, the League has upheld the 
right of individuals to hold jobs and earn 
promotions without being penalized 
either for their religious beliefs or their 
ethnic backgrounds. The League has 
also been instrumental in countering 
secularist infringements upon the right 
of individuals to freely exercise their 
religious beliefs. Thus, in separate cases, 
League attorneys successfully defended 
the right of prisoners and senior citizens 
in publicly funded housing to have week­
end Mass and other religious services. 
And, whenthestateofMichiganarrested 
fundamentalist Protestant pare:pts for 
teaching their children at home without 
first obtaining state certification to do 
so, League attorneys vindicated their I 
right to educate their children in a 
home-school in accordance with their 
own religious convictions. 

The Catholic League is committed to helping those 
who harbor anti-Catholicism recognize and free 
themselves from a bigotry which is beneath their 
own dignity. 

Breaking new legal ground in another 
Michigan case, League attorneys argued 
in federa1 court that parents have a 
right to be notified when a state agency 
gives their minor children prescription 
birth control drugs and devices. Though 
the League lost that case on appeal, the 
legal theories developed by League 



" 

attorneys proved to be the direct fore­
bears of the Reagan Administration's 
parental notification rule. 

The widening scope of the League's 
civil rights activities coincided with a 
broadening of the League's base of sup­
port. Not only did the League gain thou­
sands of new members and supporters 
during the 1970's; it also developed a 
national network oflocal chapters staffed 
by talented and dedicated volunteers. 
The heart of the League's strength is on 
the Eastern Seaboard, where the League 
has nine flourishing cnapters: Long 
Island, Manhattan, Westchester, Brook­
lyn-Queens, Washington, Philadelphia, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts and North­
ern New Jersey. The League also has 
three vigorous chapters in the Midwest 
-St. Louis, MinnesotaandNebraska­
and one each in Southern California and 
South Florida. 

The local chapters have greatly en­
hanced nearly every-phase of the­
League's operation, but they have been 
especially effective in augmenting the 
League's efforts to counter public ex­
pressions of anti-Catholic sentiment. 

In responding to anti-Catholic defa­
mation, the Catholic League has no 
recourse to lawbooks and judges, because 
the laws of libel and slander do not pro­
tect a group as large and diverse as the 
Catholic Church. The League must there­
fore take its case to the court of public 
opinion. Unfortunately, the institutions 
most influential in shaping public op­
inion-the press, the entertainment 
media, universities, and government 
agencies-are also the ones most deeply 
imbued with what Harvard historian 
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Sr., called "the 
deepest bias in the history of the Ameri­
can people"-anti-Catholicism. 

Prejudice renounced 

A few decades earlier, to their endur­
ing credit, many ef these same institu-
tions led society in acknowledging and 
repudiating its deep-seated and too-often 
virulent prejudice against blacks and 
Jews. Racism and anti-Semitism were 
much less prevalent among the enlight­
ened leaders of public opinion than they 
were among many other people. So, 
when blacks and Jews began to protest 
the prejudi!!e against them, the schools 
and the media, having no vested interest 
in perpetuating those prejudices, were 
free to follow their loftier instincts and 
to encourage others to do likewise. Such, 
however, is not the case with anti-Cath­
olicism. 

Whereas the press would no longer 
say, or even imply, that blacks are shift­
less or that Jews are avaricious (clearly, 
to do so would be to indulge in bigotry), 
the press has no compunction whatsoever 
in saying that Catholics, as a class, are 
superstitious, authoritarian, sexually 

repressed, undemocratic, unpatriotic, 
anti-Semitic, genetically inferior, or any 
of a host of other equally false and 
defamatory stereotypes. 

Why is it that the press, the enter­
tainment media and the universities, 
the staunchest foes of racism and anti­
Semitism, are among the foremost pur­
veyors of anti-Catholicism? The reasons 
are many, complex and overlapping. 

A major reason is self-interest:·A large 
proportion of the practitioners in those 
fields are avowed secularists who believe 
that traditional God-centered religions, 
such as Catholicism, are not only false 
but harmful. Thus, when religious beliefs 
impinge upon politics (for example, in 
the abortion and education freedom 
issues), secularists regard the objectives 
sought by religious people as antitheti­
cal to the common good. So, in a practi­
cal political sense, it behooves secular­
ists to denigrate and discredit religion 
and-, "E!speciatty,€-a-tholicism,the largest 
and best-known religion in America. 

Distorted Image 

A corollary of that first reason is that 
many journalists, script-writers and 
educators regard religious people as 
polar opposites of their own enlight­
ened, progressive, objective selves. Con­
sequently, they tend to believe that 
common anti-Catholic stereotypes accu­
rately describe Catholics. 

Moreover, they deny that Catholics 
are a legitimate, identifiable sub-cultural 
group, such as blacks or Jews. They 
believe that Catholics can stop being 
Catholics any time they want to. All 
Catholics need to do is relinquish their 
willful adherence to their patently back­
ward, benighted beliefs. In short, Cath­
olics can end any real or imagined dis­
crimination and prejudice against them 
simply by ceasing to be dedicated Cath­
olics. 

The Catholic J,eague'santi-defaroatian _ 
initiatives have been hampered by the 
fact that those defaming the Church 
have so often been the proprietors of or 
writers for the free press. When it comes 
to treatment of Catholics, members of 
the press tend to have a hair trigger. 
Rather than consider whether deroga­
tory comments about the Church are 
justified, they make them first, then jus­
tify them with appeals to the allegedly 
absolute freedom of the press. Rather 
than consider whether free speech should 
ever be tempered with responsibility or 
tolerance, they contend (at least, insofar 
as Catholics are concerned) that free 
speech is either exercised or subverted. 
According to the press, to bypass an 
opportunity to defame Catholics- is to 
succumb to Catholic censorship. 

That's what the League has been up 
against in its anti-defamation efforts 
during the past decade. Despite numer-

ous Catholic League successes in coun­
tering individual instances of defama-
tion, anti-Catholicism remains a potent 
and respectable force in many quarters 
of American society. Whenever the 
League has managed to contain anti­
Catholic prejudice in one area, it has 
popped up in another with renewed 
vigor. Even so, there is optimism that 
the Catholic League, with its recent tri-
umph in St. Louis over the bigotry of the ti 
play "Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It 
All For You," may have finally turned 
the corner in its efforts to persuade the 
American people that anti-Catholicism 
is just as disreputable, just as unfair, 
and just as undemocratic as racism, 
anti-Semitism, or any other form of 
prejudice. 

Long before the publicly funded play 
was scheduled to open in St. Louis, 
Catholic League activists there, led by 
League Chairman Professor James Hitch­
cock, Chapter -PPesident-F-mnees- Noo­
nan and her predecessor as president, 
Professor John Dunsford, began to alert 
the St. Louis community, ·in a responsi­
ble and reasoned manner, to the danger 
and unfairness of introducing into a tol­
erant and pluralistic community a play 
which reviled and ridiculed nearly every­
thing that Catholics believe in and hold 
sacred. 

Bigotry exposed 

By the time the play opened in Janu­
ary of 1983, the only segments of the 
community not publicly aligned with 
the League were a few ideologue jour­
nalists and educators. Joining the League 
in repudiating the play's bigotry were 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai 
B'rith, the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews, the local ministe­
rial association, the Knights of Colum­
bus, local public officials, influential 
state senators and thousands and thou­
sands of fair-minded St. Lo1,l.isa.ns,, Pr~­
dictably, the officials of two local uni­
versities, in the name of absolute free 
speech, provided a forum for the play; 
but it got bad reviews and closed early. 
Through the efforts of the Catholic 
League, a paradigm of contemporary 
anti-Catholic bigotry was called to the 
attention of the decent people of St. 
Louis. And the League is heartened 
because those decent people recognized 
it for what it is and rejected it. 

The St. Louis experience reinvigorated 
the Catholic League's original trust and 
belief in the basic decency of the Ameri­
can people. As Catholic League Director 
Michael Novak once said: 

If the plain, ordinary people can 
be so decent, if our neighbors can 
be so decent, then why in the name 
of goodness can't the most privi­
leged, the highest educated elites, 
those who run the newspapers, the 
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magazines, the television, and the 
universities? Why can't they be as 
decent as the American principles 
we believe in, and as they them­
selves would like to be? 

In its anti-defamation and educational 
efforts, the Catholic League is commit­
ted to helping them recognize and free 
themselves from a bigotry which is 
beneath their own dignity. 

As the League gained experience and 
maturity, it began to expand its function 
as a source of reliable information and 
original research on religious freedom 
issues. In 1977 Father Blum initiated a 
research project designed to shift the 
focus of the education debate from "the 
bishop's hand in the public till" to the 
role of Catholic schools in meeting the 
educational needs of low-income black 
and Hispanic families. 

Research project 

Under Father Blum's direction, League 
researchers visited 54 inner city private 
elementary schools in eight major cities 
to determine the quality of the education 
offered, the schools' religious and moral 
orientation, their chances of survival in 
an inflationary economy, the social and 
economic characteristics of their clients, 
and why low-income parents willingly 
make tremendous personal and finan­
cial sacrifices to pay tuition at these 
schools, when free public schools are 
readily available. 

Thousands of hours went into the 
preparation of the League's 240-page 
final report, Inner City Private Elemen­
tary Schools: A Study, published in 1982 
by Marquette University Press. Copies 
of the report, which documents the achieve­
ments of inner city private schools and 
their growing appeal to low-income, 
minority families, were distributed to 
selected members of Congress and the 
administration, to newspaper and mag­
azine editors, to scholars in the fields of 
education and sociology, to bishops and 
Catholic school administrators, and to 
many other opinion leaders. 
. Evidence uncovered by the League's 

pioneering study not only confirmed 
that Catholic elementary schools do 
indeed provide their students with high 
quality education, but also helped to 
shatter the popular myths that private 
schools are racist and elitist. Members 
of the League's staff have been called 
upon to testify as expert witnesses before 
committees of both the House and the 
Senate and to provide research data on 
inner city private schbols to the White 
House. 

In its efforts to focus public attention 
on the contributions of private schools to 
the education of disadvantaged youth, 
the League also produced an award­
winning documentary film, Mfracle in 
the Inner C1'ty, which has been broadcast 

on television stations across the country. 
By demonstrating that private schools 
truly serve the public interest, the film 
makes a compelling statement in favor 
of parental choice in education. 

Ripples from the League's inner city 
research project continue, as the writ­
ings and comments of opinion leaders 
around the nation underscore the fact 
that Catholic and other private schools 
are an invaluable alternative to the pub­
lic schools, an alternative that needs and 

. deserves broad-based public support. 
Besides publishing the full report of 

the inner city education study, the League 
also inaugurated in 1982 a continuing 
series of Catholic League publications. 
Among them were a 72-page summary 
of the findings of the inner city research 
project, Inner City Private Education: A 
Study; a 36-page monograph entitled 
Pius XII's Defense of Jews and Others: 
1944-45, by Rev. Robert A. Graham, 
S.J .; a 20-page monograph entitled 
Religious Freedom in Education: A 
Munificent Bequest in a Pauper's Will, 
by Father Blum; and a full-length book, 
Constitutional Rights and Religious Pref 
udice: Catholic Education as the Battle­
ground, by Father Peter Stravinskas, 
the League's East Coast regional direc­
tor of development. The League has also 
produced a 200-page curriculum pro­
gram entitled American Catholics: Their 
Rights and Duties in Society, which is 
now being introduced in Catholic high 
schools around the nation by William 
Sweeney, the League's associate East 
Coast regional director. 

Educational activities 

The League conducts its educational 
activities through seminars and work­
shops, as well as through publications. 
For example, a 1983 workshop on "Cath­
olic-Jewish Relations," in which spokes­
persons for the American Jewish Com­
mittee (AJC) participated, typified the 
League'scontinuingefforts to foster inter­
faith sensitivity, understanding and 
communication. The League's Father 
Stravinskas also consults frequently with 
the AJC's Rabbi Leon Klenicki and other 
Jewish leaders on matters of mutual 
concern. 

The expanded activities of the Catholic 
League in recent years are of course a 
reflection of an expanded staff and an 
expanded base of support. The League, 
now with nearly 30,000 members nation­
wid!:!, has grown steadily since the early 
days when Father Blum ran it out of a 
storefront office with part-time secre­
tarial help. 

Much of the League's growth is attrib­
utable to the efforts of Father Henry 
Casper, S.J., who, as director of devel­
opment for the past seven years, has 
personally persuaded thousands of Cath­
olics to become Catholic League members. 

Thousands more have been recruited by 
Father Peter Stravinskas, the League's 
East Coast director of development. For 
the past several years, the League has 
greatly benefitted from the energy and 
talents of Father Stravinskas, an accom­
plished author and lecturer whose organ­
izational skills have not only helped to 
harness much of the volunteer support 
that is the very backbone of the League, 
but which have also been instrumental 
in the planning and implementation of 
the Catholic League's 10th anniversary 
celebration. Also working out of the 
League's East Coast office in Trenton, 
N.J., are William Sweeney and Philip 
Dolan, the League's two associate direc­
tors of development. 

Headquarters staff 

Anchoring the League's headquarters 
staff in Milwaukee is Director of Public 
Affairs Michael Schwartz, whose arti­
cles, speeches, and radio and television 
appearances during the past six years 
have greatly enhanced the League's cred­
ibility and visibility. Other key staff 
members include Director of Publica­
tions Orlan Love who for the past five 
years has overseen production of the 
Catholic League Newsletter, the monthly 
supplements, League books and pam­
phlets, and press releases; General Coun­
sel Thomas Patrick Monaghan who 
directs the League's civil rights activi­
ties; Associate General Counsel Steve 
McDowell and Director of Communica­
tions Stephen Settle. 

A decade has passed since those 25 
Catholic leaders met in Washington to 
found the Catholic League for Religious 
and Civil Rights. Ten years, and abor­
tion is claiming more innocent lives than 
ever; 10 years, and parents who want a 
moral and religious education for their 
children are still being penalized; 10 
years, and anti-Catholic prejudice is 
still a potent and respectable -force in 
American society. But the Catholic 
League is neither daunted nor discour­
aged. 

As the founder, Father Blum, said 10 
years ago, in announcing the formation 
ofthe Catholic League: 

We intend to employ all the tried 
and accepted methods effective in 
an open and free democratic society 
to impress upon our fellow coun­
trymen who engage in prejudicial 
conduct that what they are doing 
is, first of all, unjust and unaccep­
table under our American system 
and, further, that it is unprofit­
able either for the future of society 
or for individual relationships 
today. 

In that, the Catholic League's resolve 
grows firmer with each passing day. 
Sooner or later, the decency of the· 
American people will come to the fore. 
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