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In Prince George's County 

Rev. Perry A. Sntith III, a Political 
Activist, Who May Run for Congress 
By 1bnya D. Swanson 
To Rev. Perry A. Smith III, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Brentwood, Md., 
politicking and pastoring are inevitable 
partners. The two are so intricately in­
terwoven, he says, that it is unthinkable 
that anyone would attempt to separate 
the two. 

"I have to be concerned about the 
whole being," says Rev. Smith, "so I don't 
know how to separate the two. I have to 
be concerned about housing for human 
beings, feeding the hungry - all things 
some might consider political - but they 

· are commanded in the Scriptures." 
There are, though, admits Rev. Smith, 

many "conservative" ministers who dis­
agree with his stance on the issue. Some 
simply feel-that the church has as its role 
the saving of souls and should leave poli­
tics alone. 

"Anybody who attempts to separate 
them," says Rev. Smith, continuing his 
argument, "must have tunnel vision. We 
must help people to understand what the 
abundant life is all about. We must <lo what 

we feel led by the Holy Spirit to do. We 
seek the better life, not just after death, 
but now." 

Rev. Smith maintains that the black 
church has always been active in meeting 
the needs of the people through the 
strongest methods possible. As historical 
proof, he points to the black churches 
which served in the underground railroad 
movement during slavery. 

"This is not a new role for the church," 
says Rev. Smith. "The church has moved 
in this direction for a long time now. Of 
course, during the '40s and '50s we went 
through the process of being anglo­
saxonized, if you will. However, once 
again we've come to understand that our 
heritage must be preserved." 

In keeping with his belief about the 
natural interdependence of politics and 
the church, Rev. Smith is currently enter­
taining the idea of running for a congres­
sional seat in the fifth district . . 

"My role as pastor," says Rev. Smith, · 
"is to proviuc leadership 11ot only from 

Perry A. Smith ill 

shackles of sin, but from whatever shack­
les might bind the people." 

It is for these reasons that Rev. Smith 
says he is eyeing the congressional seat 
currently being filled by Rep. Steny 
Hoyer. He says his church, which has a 
membership of nearly 800 persons, is 
very supportive of his efforts. 

"My congregation is fully aware of what 
I am involved in, and they have given their 
blessings. Some are even involved in the 
campaign." 

A graduate of the Howard University 
School of Theology, Rev. Smith has many 
times proven his great sense of commu­
nity throughout his years in Prince 
George's County where he resides in 
Lanham. 

He has served in the past as president 
of the county NAACP chapter, and was 
instrumental from 1965 to 1969 in the 
CO\lHty government's anti-poverty pro­
gram. He has also been involved with the 
Southern Christian Leadershjp Confer­
ence (SCLC) and with The Rev. Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr. during the civil rights 
movement. 

The 47-year-old Rev. Smith has had the 
distinguished honor of being nominated 
for the Rockefeller Pubk Service Award 
in 1980. In addition to these few credits. 
extracted from an exhaustive list of them, 
Rev. Smith is presently serving as chap-

Continued on Page 46 
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Choice in Prince Georr.(e's 

12 Blacl( Ministers Switch to GOP 
· By Leon Wynter 
WuhhtRton Po:-it. Kt.arr Wrll.A.•r 

Armed with stack!! of voter reg­
istration change card!!, 12 black min­
isters from Prince George's County 
emerged smiling yesterday from the 
office of t.he hoard of elections in 
Upper Marlboro as newly regjstered 
Rep1..1blicans. 

They said their goal is to convince 
their congregations and other blacks 
in tbe ~cnuoty Y>9l. the Republican· 
Pan.y offe~J~k{better access to 

· political po\'$"w, ' · 
· "We'afe . ~}taken for granted hy 
the De.. . . . ~<' Party as if there was 
no~ . c to go," said the Rev. 

,Ro~~~\Villiams, president or Con­
:cemed Cler~! of Prince George's 

County. The concerned clergy re~- · 
reHenl.'I 8ome :12 ministers and 20 
congregations of various si1.es in the 
Wushington urea. 

The party switch wa.'I spearheaded 
hy the Rev. Perry Smith, pastor ·of 
the . 800-memher ~'irst Haptist 
CJmrch of North Brentwood, . the , 
largest o( the 20 congregations. 

8mith is expected to announce .as 
a candidate for the 5th Congression­
al District seat held by freshman 
Democratic ijep. Steny Hoyer and 
hos heen talking wilh the Repuhli­
c1111 CongreAAional Campaign Com­
mittee about hacking , for severaJ 

. months. "I hope that everybody will 
underatand that these men have 
made a switch ba.'!ed on . what they 
think is best for their people," Smith 

said. "None of them is here making 
an endofflement of Reagan policies." 
· Another minister who switched, 
the Rev. William Smith of the ,Jor­
dan Baptist Church in Capital 
Height.'!, complained that, "The 
Democratic Party has always cho8en 
oUr leadera. This will give us a 
chance to choose our own." He said 
he could produce many new Repub­
licans from his :mo-member congre-

. gation. 
Perry Sm'lth said .M hopes to reg­

ister 10,000 black Republicans. The 
tounty's black population has tripled 
in the last decade and now repre- . 
sents :17 percent of the citizenry. 
Most of the black voters in Prince 
George's County are registered Dem­
ocrat.'!. 


