
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files 

Folder Title: Baha’i Faith 

Box: 33 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


THE BAHA'I FAITH IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Present Status 

The United States membership of the Baha'i Faith is as rich in racial and cultural 
diversity as the American population itself. Baha 1 is are found in some 7,200 lo­
calities throughout the country, whether on the Indian reservations or in the large 
metropolitan centers, whether in the hundreds of rural hamlets i~ the South or the 
farming communities of the Midwest. Local governing bodies, known as Spiritual 
Assemblies, are currently elected and functioning in 1,650 cities and towns. These 
assemblies are responsible for the performing of Baha'i marriages, -the holding of 
property as trustees of the community, the advising and counseling of individuals 
on personal matters, the insuring of the moral and spiritual education of Baha'i 
children, youth and adults, and the maintenance of the integrity and accuracy of 
all Baha'i teaching. 

Since the first National Convention of Baha'i representatives in 1909, a Baha'i national 
governing body has been annually elected to administer the affairs of the. national 
community. In 1927, this body was incorporated as the Baha'i National Spiritual 
Assembly. As in all Baha'i elections, the nine men and women who comprise the 
National Spiritual Assembly are elected by secret ballot, without campaigning or 
nominations. 

Wherever they reside, Baha 1 is are, as a matter of religious principle, obedient to 
the law and loyal to the government . They are adherents of the tenets of the Baha'i 
Faith, some of which are : 

• the oneness of God; 
• the oneness of mankind; 
• the common divine foundation of the world 's great religions; 
• the equality of men and women; 
• elimination of all forms of prejudice; 
• the essential harmony of science and religion; 
• the establishment of a world peace upheld by a world government; 
• the need for universal compulsory education; and 
• the application of a spiritual solution to economic problems. 

Early History 

The first mention of the Baha'i Faith in the United States was made in a presenta­
tion by a Presbyterian missionary to the World Parliament of Religions at the 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893, forty-nine years after the beginning of 
the religion in Persia (Iran). In the following year, a Chic~go insurance sales­
man, who had served as a captain in the Civil War, investigated the Baha 'i Faith 
and, completely on his own, declared himself a Baha'i. Thornton Chase became 
the first American Baha 'i, and for that matter, the first Baha'i in the West. By 
the end of 1894, four other Americans had joined Chase in his new-found Faith. 

In the years that followed, Baha'i groups emerged in cities across the country 
so that in 1909, the first National Convention greeted thirty-nine delegates from 
thirty-six cities. 

-over-



Highlights of the Growth of the United States Baha'i Community 

In the 1920's, Baha'i communities, representing over sixty localities, increa~ed 
their activities in several areas, notably in the arena of racial harmony. Racial 
Amity Conferences were hosted in several major cities throughout the country with 
the participation of the NAACP, the National Urban League, various senators and 
congressmen, and college presidents. In 1927, the National Spiritual Assembly 
framed its constitution which has served since as a model for the formation of 
the more than 130 national assemblies throughout the world. 

By 1930, eighteen books of Baha'i scripture were available in English. Scores of 
other compilations, expository works, and pamphlets were being published. By the 
mid-1930's, Baha'is were to be found in over 200 localities. In 1944, the centennial 
year of the Baha'i Faith, there was no state in the country without at least one 
Baha'i spiritual assembly. 

The year 1953 saw the dedication of the Baha'i House of Worship in Wilmette, Illinois. 
The completion of that world-renowned building symbolized the firm establishment of 
the American Baha'i community. Three educational centers had been established in 
California, Michigan, and Maine, where Baha'is gathered for study of the Baha'i Faith. 
A Baha'i Home for the Aged later became an auxiliary institution to the House of 
Worship. 

By 1963, Baha'is were resident in J,700 localities; by 1968, in 2,200. At present, 
Baha'is reside in over 7,200 localities throughout the United States with the 
largest number of Baha'is found in the states of South Carolina, California, Texas, 
Georgia and Illinois. 

Baha'i Office of Public Affairs 
April 1982 
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T~i~~s~:NESS "•CON.RES. 377 

Condemning the persecution of the Baha'is by the Government of Iran and calling 
upon the President to take steps to bring an end to their persecution. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JULY 20, 1982 

Mr. LEACH of Iowa (for himself, Mr. DERWINSKI, Mr. PORTER, and Mr. STARK) 
submitted the following concurrent resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
Condemning the persecution of the Baha'is by the Government 

of Iran and calling upon the President to take steps to bring 

an end to their persecution. 

Whereas at least 111 Baha'is and Baha'i religious leaders have 

been executed by the Government of Iran; 

Whereas some Baha'is in Iran have disappeared, other Baha'is 

have been tortured, persecuted, harassed, and deprived of 

personal property and employment, and Baha'i holy places 

in Iran have been desecrated; 

Whereas the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran recog­

nizes only the Zoroastrians, Jews, and Christians as minor­

ities that are free to practice their religion, and does not so 

recognize the Baha'i faith; 

1 
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Whereas the stated justification for the repression of the Baha'is 

has been unfounded allegations that the Baha'is have acted 

as the agents of foreign political interests; 

Whereas despite this stated justification, the continued execution 

and repression of the Baha'is is evidence that the Govern­

ment of Iran has launched a deliberate effort to destroy the 

Baha'is as a religious community, an action constituting a 

crime against humanity for which the international commu­

nity would hold the Government of Iran responsible; 

Whereas the Government of Iran is a signatory to the Interna­

tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which in Arti­

cle 18 states that everyone shall have the right to freedom 

of religion and in Article 27 states that persons belonging to 

religious minorities shall not be denied the right, in commu­

nity with the other members of their group, to profess and 

practice their own religion; 

Whereas the United Nations Human Rights Commission adopt­

ed a resolution in March 1982 expressing deep concern over 

human rights violations in Iran and requesting the United 

Nations Secretary General to establish direct contacts with 

the Government of Iran on the human rights situation in 

Iran and to continue his efforts to ensure that the Baha'is 

are guaranteed their basic human rights; and 

Whereas the United Nations General Assembly, of which Iran is 

a member, adopted by consensus in November 1981 the 

Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance 

and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief: Now, 

therefore, be it 

1 Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate 

2 concurring), That (a) the Congress condemns the persecution 

3 of the Baha'is in Iran by the Iranian Government. 

HCON 377 1H 
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1 (b) The Congress urges the Government of Iran, as a 

2 party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

3 Rights, to comply with its obligations to respect the human 

4 rights of the Baha'is without distinction as to religion. 

5 (c) The Congress calls on the President-

6 (1) to use every opportunity in international fora 

7 to emphasize the extent to which the people of the 

8 United States deplore and condemn the religious perse-

9 cution of the Baha'is; 

10 (2) to urge foreign governments to make urgent 

11 appeals to the Iranian authorities to cease the execu-

12 tion and persecution of the Baha'is and to respect their 

13 right, under international law, to religious freedom; 

14 (3) to cooperate with the United Nations Human 

15 Rights Commission and the United Nations Secretary 

16 General in their efforts on behalf of the Baha'is in 

1 7 Iran, and to support the establishment of a United Na-

18 tions working group on religious persecution which 

19 would deal with the Baha'i issue; and 

20 (4) to take all necessary steps to assure that ap-

21 propriate humanitarian assistance is provided to 

22 Baha'is fleeing repression in Iran. 

23 SEC. 2. The Congress requests the President to forward 

24 copies of this resolution to the United Nations Secretary 

25 General, the Chairman of the United Nations Human Rights 

HCON 377 1H 



4 

1 Commission, the Government of Iran, and appropriate for-

2 eign governments which maintain diplomatic relations with 

3 that Government. 

0 

HCON 377 1H 



H. Con. Res. 378 is identical to S. Con. Res. 73 (the Heinz Resolution, approved by 
the Senate June 30). H. Con. Res. 378 was approved by the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee's subcommittee on Human Rights and International J 
Organization July 29, and will soon go to the full Committee and to the House floor. 

Sponsors of House Congressional Resolution 378 

BONKER, Don, {D WA - 3), Olympia - Foreign Affairs; Chairman, Human 
Rights and International Organizations Subcommittee 

BUTLER, M. Caldwell, {R VA-6), Roanoke-Judiciary Committee 

DERWINSKI, Edward J., {R IL-4), Flossmoor - Foreign Affairs; Ranking 
minority member, International Operations 

EMERY, David F., (R ME-1), Rockland 

FITHIAN, Floyd J., {D IN-2), Lafayette 

FLORIO, James J., {D NJ-1), Stratford 

FORD, Harold E., (D TN-8), Memphis 

FOWLER, Wyche, Jr., (D GA-5), Atlanta 

HORTON, Frank, (R NY-34), Rochester 

LAGOMARSINO, R~bert J., (R CA-19), Ventura Foreign Affairs; 
ranking minority member International Economic Policy and Trade 
subcommittee 

LE BOUTILLIER, John, (R NY-6), Westbury - Foreign Affairs; 

LENT, Norman F., (R NY-4), East Rockaway 

LOWERY, Bill, ( R CA-41), San Diego 

MARKEY, Edward J., (D MA-7), Malden 

PEPPER, Claude D., (D .FL-14), Miami 

-.. 

ROSENTHAL, Benjamin S., (D NY-8), Elmhurst - Foreign Affairs 

SCHROEDER, Patricia, (D CO-1), Denver - Judiciary 

WEBER, Ed, ( R OH - 9 L . Toledo 

WEISS, Ted S., (D NY-20), New York 

WOLF, Frank R., (R VA-10), Vienna 

WOLPE, Howa~d, (D MI-3), Lansing~ Foreign Affairs; Chairman Africa 
subcommittee 

YATES, Sidney R., (D IL-9), Chicago 



HILJ,. ANO l(NOWLTON 

Marjorie H. Sonnenfeldt 
Director, International 

Government Affairs 

Memo to: /Ir · M~ frn.. F fa,t)t..,tJJ 

Hill and Knowlton, Inc. 
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
202-638-2800 
TWX: 710-822-0178 

August 2, 1982 

A Congressio.nal Resolution condemning the persecution of Baha 'is 
in Iran has been approved by the Senate, and is now moving through 
the House. Its sponsors expect the Congress to complete action on 
the Resolution within the next few weeks. 

SENATE: The Senate approved June 30, by unanimous consent, a Resolution 
introduced by Sen. John Heinz and more than twenty co-sponsors. 

S. Con. Res. 73 finds that "the continued harassment and murder of Baha'is 
demonstrates that the government of Iran has launched a conscious effort to 
destroy the Saha' i community, 11 and urges the Irani an government to cease 
persecuting "law abiding citizens who only wish to worship in freedom." 

. . The wide range of support for the Baha'is is indicated by statements by 
Senators Heinz, Sarbanes, Denton and Kennedy. (excerpts of Congressional 
Record, June 30, 1982, enclosed.)*** 

*** 

HOUSE: Language identical to the Senate Resolution was approved by the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee's subcommittee on Human Rights and Inter­
national Organizations on July 29. Twenty-two Congressmen (list enclosed) 
sponsored this measure, which is tentatively scheduled for action ~ 1 by the full House Foreign Affairs Committee. (f~ 

There may be an effort to substitute a stronger measure (sponsored by Reps. 
Leach, Derwinski, Porter and Stark) which urges the President of the United 
States to take various actions in support of the Baha'is (H.Con.Res.377,enclosed). 

The House Committee is expected to report one· of the Resolutions, and Con­
gressional · sponsors -expect a Resolution to clear Congress within a few weeks. 

In addition, the following Senators have publicly expressed support for the 
Baha'is, in the form of statements in Congress,and/or let\ers directed to 
Iranian Prime Minister Mehdi Bazargan in 1979: (~) 

Republicans Boschwitz, Chafee, Cohen, D'Amato, Danforth, Denton, Dole, 
Domenici, Durenberger, Garn, Hatfield, Hayakawa, Heinz, Humphrey, Lugar, 
McClure, Murkowski, Percy, Pressler, Rudman, Thurmo·nd. 

Democrats Baucus, Boren, Cannon, Chiles, Cranston, Eagleton, Exon, Hart, 
Hollings, Huddleston, Inouye, Kennedy, Levin, Melcher, Metzenbaum, 
Moynihan, Pell, Proxmi-r.e·~, Sarbanes, Sasser, Zorinski. .. 

/J ,_ oh 1-1 .. J.. ~ a...hrr "fJk.. LJ"1t,,Q ~ ~t' .,., ~ 11.;s ;11: r: ..t. "'- . 
f' ~, Nd I-'- I 'I.IVT _,, LJ 
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Iran's terror tactics reaching U.S. Boho' is l!!!:!.Richard .W Matthews 

LARGELY UNNOTICED amoagst 1be 
terror and turmoil that is revolo­

tionary lraD, an entire reli&ious poup 
la la claacer ol belD& utenniaat.ed. 

Willi 1be fire ol fundamentalist fa­
nallcilm blamiD& la tbelr breuta, lbe 
followen of AyatolJab KllomeiDl'1 
"One Way" bave been •a&iD& a cam­
palp to wipe OIII lbe Bau'I reJieloa la 
lni TIie NCI, fOllllded la Iran la llff 
u ID olfllloot ol Islam, is aow a 11111111 
but worldwide faitll tllal preacllel ulli· 
venal peace, equality of all people 
and 1M ..... lyia& - of all rell­
&lam. 

Al lut caal, accordia& to lbe Na­
tional Spiritual Aaembly of Ille Bua• 
'is of lbe U.S., at least US members of 
lllis aentJe f~ bave been esecuted or 
abdac&ed by tllneqioul extremists 

wbo - nale Iran. ne '°"~ 

bu tbmrD otben out of lbeir jobs. de­
stroyed lbelr lloma, coafiscated lbelr 
property and dllecrlUld tlleir -
.lerla 

All of WI us bem daae witllout 
trial, or wltb IIOWq mare tbaa reli­
&loua lwtcaroo co11rla wblcb find 
Baba'is pilly of beiD& "c:omapt" and 
"flptla& Goel aid Hl1 M-,er" 
limply becatM Ibey are Baba'iL 

Tbe campai&n · of 1low aeoocicle 
•&•inll Ille lrlllianl wbo follow lbe 
Bab'l faitb Is, for all Its borror, DGt 
lllrpl'illa&. Baba'is bave been Ille tar• 
set of aUacb periodically tbrou&bout 
Ille lut cenllltJ or ao, often witb lbe 
COllllivaoce ol lbe 1ovenunent (iDc:llld-
11111 tllat of Sbab Reza Pablavl). Alld 
lbe new COllltltulioa al Iran. drawn •P 
by tbe fentat .Sbllte Mollema wbo 
overtllmr tbe uo. re1- to recos· 

• r 

nile Baba'I u a relipin. even lboup 
II proml.m freedom ol wonllip for 
Cllristlalll, 7Moutriall and fflll 
Jen. ne current represaioD and •ua• 
ter are man friptenillc, ~ be­
ca111e Ibey are ao l)'ltemalic and be­
cauae Ibey are belD& offtclally 
endoned by Ille lllpelt judicial and 
pvermnental officlall la lbomeiAl'a 
nYGl11tiolllry rqime. 

lraoian Baba'is bave tried to protest 
lbe terror ladicl liDce Ibey be1an 
abortly after tbe overthrow of IN 
allah, but lbey've bad little 111Cce1S -

especially since alllMllt all tlleir lead­
en bue been abducted or killed. Ollt· 
aide lbe country, members of the faitb 
and audl qanizalioal u Ille United 
Natlonl, lbe Elll'opean Parliamell& and 
various national aovemmenis bave 

called oa 1'homelnl'• g.:,venunent to 
atop lbe repreaioll. but to no avail 

1'llere may be DOibin& aoyoae cu 
do to end Ille brutality witlain Iran. 
Unlike lbe Baba'ls, wbo believe la "tbe 
elimlnatloa al prejudice of all kindlt 
lbe aealota wbo control lbe counuy 
are totally prejudiced asainlt anyone 
wbo doa DOI believe euctly u llley 

·do - even fellow Molleml. · 
8111 we lbOllld be aware that Ille 

penec11tloa is spreadin1 beyond Iran', 
borders - and into 1be United States. 

Last week a ,roup of American 
Baba'il were PIIDninl a prayer serv• 
Ice at a bolel in llorsantown, W. Va., 
u part of a national day of prayer 
bonorin& tbeir counterparts in 'Iran. OIi 
Ille mornin& of lbe ICbeduled service, 
botel officials came to · tllem and n­
poned tbat Iranian lllldenll at tbe 
llnivenlty of West Virplia bad called 

nc1 111realelled v1o1eiice 11 111e meet1nt 
were lleld. Ac:cordia& to a utional 
Balla'! spokaman, Ille lraDianl tbreat• 
eaed to \arm lbe Baba'il and to dam­
... Ille llotel TIie bold officials ... 
tuned tbe poup'■ depalit and asked 
lbem to - Ille ...... ~ llley . 
did. 

Tllil wun't Ille first nm-in between 
· Amerlcaa Balla'il IDd lraniuL Last 
mon1II la Reno, Nev., a 11111111 p-oup 
WU meetin& WIien I llllllber of 
blamlc Ir~ bant Into Ille ball 
and interrupted Ille leSlioa. No -
WU burl, but Ille lranills weal OIII• 
lide lbe room and ■tood cbantiD& and 
ICreamiDC, disnaptin& 1M meetiD&, A 
similar lacideal OCCllffld rec:ently ID 
Toronto, Balla'i officials aaid. 

We may not be able to stop Ille al• 
tacu .. Baba'il ii Iraa. but •• lllnly 
can do --.lalq aboUI attempll to 

rob American Balla'is ol lbeir rlpt lo 
1alber and worslllp u llley pleue ID 
tbil COlllllrJ. lllamlc lranlam vllltia& 

· or llviDC bere can briq wltb tbem 
wbatever bljlOled beliefl abollt ltlllr 
faltbs llley waot, but Ibey malt llllt .. 
allowed to Import Ille vlca l,dil!I 
ol lbeir bloody llomelanll. 

Aulllorltla ia llorpnton Ollpl to 
be doiDC tbeir damndlat to fillll Git 
wbo made lbe tbreall asaiat IN · 
Baba'I po11p lllen. A14 llltllorltill 
everywbere elle ID America liloul4 be 
pre~ to make It clear, If iDc:ideala . 
OCCIII', tllal Kbomeini-llyle ~ 
bi&olry and tmorilm don't So ... 
Iranians IIIIY illCClld in tbeir iDbulllu 
campaip at liome, but If Ibey try lo 
penecqte Bab.I'll in lbla -try llley 
■bould be~ to Ille fali.t U• 
tentoftbelaw-orulppedllt• 
Ille -~ boat. . . 

... , 
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'prayer meeting ·1s dlsru~ted In West Virginia 
The' shadow or penecutioD or 

die Faith in lru darkened die 
llndJcape in Morpnton.. WIil 
Vqina. t.farcb 7:1 u a llabi'f 
observance or the Day or Prayer 
called ror by the NatiODll Spiri- . 
tua1 Aslcmbly to bonor llabi'fl 
martyred in the Oadle or lbe 

W~at'a •~•Ide 
DIE PUBUC Affairs Commit­

._ reporu a pat UJIIW'le in 
media publicity for lbe Faith. .... , 

IVMMER tacbit:11 projects 
around the world are detailed by 
lbe International Goals Commit­
a.. Pap I 

A a>MPLETE liltiDa or U.S. 
llabi'f Summer Scbools ..... 
It-II . 

t ; 

A CRY fro• Cllt Heart, a pow­
lrfuJ °"" book by the Hand or the 

.. Came or Ood William Sears, ii 
aow available . ... 15 · ~-

Faith bad to be moved bec:allle or 
telephoned tluatl tbat wen be­
lieved to baw come from lraDiaD 
audenll It WIil Vqinia Uaivlr-
aty. . 

Repraentatiw:s or 1be Hotel 
Morpn, wbicb was to bave been 
Cbe lite or the meetina, caJJed oa 
lbe llabi'fl abort)y before il WU 
tcbedwed to be held and Rfunded 
a deposit, apJainina tbal they bad 
received threats from a ,roup or 

.Iranian 1tudent1 ,rbo promiled to 
disrupt the ptheriq, damqe the 
IMlcel, and came the JlaM'fl pbys­
bl barm . . 

ff MARDD C11t ltCOlld 11111e 
.ID u many months tbal a Ban6'f 
Ptherina in this country wu dil­
napted by lnniall studenu. 

0a February 7:1, Muslim Iha­
dents at the University or Nevada­
Reno appeared at an Ayymi-i-JU 

·party beiDa bdd in a buildiDa 
ecrou from the univmity c:ampus 
iD Reno. . · · 

Tbe lt1ldelD cbanled pro-Do-

meiDi aiopm and distributed anti­
llabi'f literature. No violence was 
nported, and the JOO believers 
and their pall left the buildin& 
without further incident. 

0a JarDiDa or the possibility or 
.tolence in Morp.ntown, Oloria 
Allen, -=r-ewy or the Spiritual 
Assembly, immediately contacted 
tbe Bahi'f National Center, and 
ber repon was brouaht to the at­
tention or the National Spiritual 
Auemb)y, wbk:b was conductin& 
Ill monthly meetin& that weekend. 

Te)eJrams were lellt to Oov. 
John D. Rockefeller or West Vir­
sinia, Mayor James Crail or Mor­
pntown, ad E. Oordon Oee, 
president or West Virsinia Uni­
wnity, in which the National As­
eanbly appealed for a full inves­
tiption of the threats or violence 
apinst the llabi'f community of 
Morpntown. 

Tbe telqrams rad: uwe are 
deeply lbocked that threats of 

Pleue See MEETING Pqe 4' 
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~Meeting 
C.o■IJ■uecl fro• Pqe I 
property dama,e and bodily harm 
by a ,roup suspected of beina Is­
lamic Iranian 1tudenu at Wat 
Virsinia University bave been al­
lowed to prevent local 8ahj 'fs in 
Morpntown from holdin& a pub­
licly announced prayer meetina 
for their co-reli&ionisu recently 
aecuted in Iran. Meetina wu 
ICheduled ·ror I p.m. Saturday, 
March 27, at the Hotel Morpn. 

o■ frtdly, febnwJ · 12, Mayor 
• lol■ Jo•mo• (rt,111) of Mont. 
eo-■, Te■■eaee, wu pea tile 
llook 77ll Proclamation of Blwl­
._,1141, alo■& wttl NTenl llaM'f 
,amplllets '1 IJltda Cote, _,,_ 
tary of die Splrttaal Aaembly of 
llamblee c.o..a,, ... 7Ja Alt-

We uraently request a full investi­
ption, public disclosure of the 
raas of this incident, and assur­
ance tbat the riahts of American 
Bahj'fs to assemble freely will be 
protected." 

MEANWHILE, .. Mora•• 
town, loc:a1 police were aent to the 
botel to ,uard a,ainst possible 
trouble even thoush the Bahj'f 
meetina wu moved to Mn. Al­
len's home outside the city. 

Tbe reported threat qainst the 
Bahj'fs came only a week after a 

■--dzadeau, clalrmu of tile .u­••blJ. ne .. ,or wu reportedly 
... ,, pleued, prombed to rad 
tlte IN,ok, a■d pledpd Ills •pport 
eo Ile Balt6'fl I■ lls·area. nu 
,a.010 appeared I■ tlte local ..,_ 
,aper, Ile Morristown 1'rlblow. 

sroup alleaed to be Iranian stu­
dents disrupted a "Women's 
Day" ptherina in Moraantown 
and attacked an Iranian woman 
for wearina western clothina. 

News releases about the Mor­
pntown incident ·were prepared 
by the Office of Public Affairs 
and sent to media in Pittsburah, 
PellllSylvania, and Charleston and 
Parkersbur1, West Virainia, in­
dudina rqional offlCCI of the two 
national wire aervic:a. 

Reports of the threat were 
broadcast OD the Wat Vir,mia 
public television network, by two 
loc:al radio stations, local TV sta­
tions iq Charleston and Parken­
bura, and by Pittsburah's KDKA­
TV, which aent a reporter to Mor­
pntown to interview Mn. Allen, 
hotel representatives, and local 
police. 
~ were published in the 

Morpntown Domlaloa-POlt, the 
Clarksbura Teltfnm and the At• 
luta (Georp) Jo■rul. 

The Atlanta paper printed a 
Jenathy article on its editorial pa,e 
April 2 under the headline "Iran's 
terror tactics rachina U.S. Ba­
U'fs" after contactina the Office 
of Public Affairs for more details. 

uwe may not be able to atop 
the attacks on the Bahj'fs in 
Iran," the article laid, "but we 
IUl'ely c:an do IOIDcthina about at­
tempts to rob American ~•u 
of·their n,ht to pther and wor- . 
lbip U they please in this COUD· 
try." . 

R.efmina to Iranian Musliml, it 
concluded by 1tatina that " ... if 
they try to pmecute Bahj'fs in 
thia country they lbould be prose­
cuted to the fullest atent of the 
law-or shipped out on the Dal 
boat." 



The Baha'is of Iran Under 
the Pahlavi Regime, 
1921-1979 

by Douglas Martin 

On January 16, 1979, his regime 
discredited and his person reviled on 
all sides, Muhammad Reza Pahlavi fled 
from Iran and the Pahlavi dynasty 
came to an end. Less than four weeks 
later the Ayatollah Khomeini seized 
civil and military power and dis­
missed the Bakhtiar ministry, the last 
remnant of the imperial regime. 
Immediately, a wave of attacks began 
against the Baha' i community, the 
largest reli gious minority in the 
country, on a scale unparalleled since 
the horrors of the 1850s. 7 Th ese 
attacks have steadily intensified in the 
past three years and now affect 
almost every region of the country. 2 

This paper, edited here for p4blication, 
was delivered al the Sixth Annual Meeting 
of th e Association for Baha 'i Studies held 
in 011awa, May 29-31, 1981 . 
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Initially, it was assumed by 
superficial observers of the scene that 
these ou rages were an integral part 
of the political upheaval which was 
occurring. It is now generally 
recognized that political develop­
ments in Iran have little or no 
relevance to the subject. In­
dependent forums such as the 
United Nations Human Rights Com­
mission, the national legislatures of 
several states, the European 
Parli ament, and Amnesty- Inter­
national, as well as some of the most 
respected figures in the journalistic 
world have repeatedly charged that 
the attacks on the Iranian Baha'is 
represent nothing other than a 
systematic campaign of religious 
persecution. 3 Indeed, the deliberate 
efforts which the Iranian authorities 
are making to conceal the condition 
of the Baha'i community, in contrast 
to their handling of political 

Mr. Martin. Secretary of the /\'auonal Spiritual 
Assembl>· of the Bah a 'is of Canada, one of the 
founders of the A;sociation for Baha 'i Studies. 
holds degrees from tlie Universities of Waterloo 
and Western Ontario. He has lectured and 
published extensively. 

questions, serves to further distinquish 
the Baha'i issue from other con­
temporary developments in Iran. 4 

The impression persists, how­
ever, that the persecution is a new 
phenomenon. In part, this impres­
sion arises from the sheer violence of 
the current wave of attacks and the 
relative ignorance on the part of 
Western observers of the profound 
changes which are taking place in 
Iran behind the fa<;:ade of an " Islamic 
Revolution". In large part. however, 
the idea that attacks on the Iranian 
Baha'is are a phenomenon of the 
new r ~volutionary era has been 
sedulously cultivated by the 
Khom eini regime as part of an effort 
to identify the community with the 
ruling order under the Pahlavi shahs. 
The argument is that the Baha'is were 
in some way political allies of the 
Pahlavis, or, at the very least, a kind 
of "favoured elite" who benefitted 
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from t!me 'former regime at the 
expens.e of their hapless Muslim 
fellow •citizens. 5 

We are told that, even if it is 
granted that Baha'is are the victims of 
severe attacks, this is merely another 

· instance (the argument goes) of 
"revolutionary zeal", the understand­
able excesses of a suffering people 
bent on purging their beloved 
homeland from a corrupt and cor- • 
rupting social order. Since the Baha'i 
community is alleged to have been a 
part of this order, it was bound to 
attract hos ti I ity. ~ 

The record of the Pahlavi period 
not only fails to support this 
imaginative thesis, but contradicts it 
in almost every significant detail. 

II 
The Regime of Reza Shah, 

1921-1942 

In order to understand the treat­
ment accorded to the Baha'i minority 
in recent decades, it is important to 
appreciate the depth and extent of 
public prejudice against them and 
their religion in modern Iran. The 
prejudice affects not only the Islamic 
clergy and the illiterate masses, but is 
commonplace among the educated 
elite and the middle class. The pre­
judice is instinctive and has com­
municated itself to almost every 
Western observer of the scene. 
Michael Fischer, for example, a 
sympathetic observer of the Iranian 
re.-1olution, remarks that: "Still today, 
even relatively well-educated mid­
dle-class Muslims will launch into a 
string of obscenities and curses 
against the Baha1is at the slightest 
excuse." 7 Richard W. Cottam, author 
of .the influential work, Nationalism 
in Iran, points out the problem of 
discussing the subject of the Baha'i 
Faith in a country in which the word 
"Baha'i" has long been freely used as 
an epithet, along with such words as 
"infidel", to describe anyone to 
whom the speaker is strongly op­
posed . 8 This prejudice is probably 
the first important point for any 
Westerner wish ing to understand the 
situation of the Baha'is in I ran, to 
grasp. 

The second is that the prejudice 
is, paradoxically, combined with an 
almost universal ignorance in the 
land of the Baha'i Faith's birth, its 
nature, its teachings, and its history. 
For the past century a curtain of 
silence has surrounded the subject. 
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The Baha'i community itself has long 
been denied the use of the usual 
means of communication with the 
general public: radio, television, 
newspapers, films, free distribution 
of literature, the holding of public 
lectures, etc. The academic com­
munity in Iran has acted as if the 
world-wide faith born in the country 
literally did not exist; the subject is 
not treated in university courses or 
text books. Indeed, the existence of 
the community is denied by the fact 
that the census figures which provide 
statistics on all of the other religious 
and ethnic minorities in Iran are 
silent on the subject of the Baha'i 
community, the largest religious 
minority of all . Coupled with this, the 
public mind has been subjected, for 
decades, to a steady diet of violently 
sectarian propaganda by Shi'ih 
Muslim clergy, in which the role of 
the Baha'i community in Iran, its size, 
its beliefs and its objectives have 
been grotesquely misrepresented . 

Both the ignorance and the pre­
judice arise from the tragic events 
surrounding the birth of the Babi and 
Baha'i faiths in mid-nineteenth 
century in Iran. The subject is far 
beyond the scope of this paper. 
Suffice it to say that the Bab, the first 
of the t\-vo founders of the faith, was 
martyred in 1850 at the urging of 
Muslim clerics, and Baha'u'llah him­
self suffered years of imprisonment 
and exile initiated by the same 
forces. A series of pogroms were 
responsible for the deaths of over 
20,000 of the early followers in the 
decade immediately after the Bab 's 
proclamation of his mission. The 
horror of those days, little more than 
a century ago, has left a deep scar on 
the Iranian psyche. 9 

The motive for the persecution 
was the Shi'ih clergy's refusal to 
accept that there could be a 
revelation from God after that of 
Muhammad who is regarded as "the 
last of the Prophets". While con­
version to Islam on the part of 
followers of earlier faiths is con­
sidered a natural and desirable 
phenomenon, conversion of Mus-
1 i ms to a successor faith is 
cha·racterized as "apostasy" and, 
theoretically, punishable by death. 
These theological objections are im­
measurably strengthened by the 
Baha'i social teachings. Essentially, 
the new faith teaches that mankind 
has entered upon the age of its 
unification, and that the principal 

. 
concern of religion must be to 
establish unity and overcome dif­
ferences of race, creed, language and 
nation . Baha'u'llah, the founder of 
the faith, placed great importance on 
such goals as the establishment of 
equality between the sexes, the en­
couragement of universal education, 
with particular emphasis on the 
sciences, and the creation of an inter: 
national government. Such concepts 
were anathema to the Shi ' ih 
establishment of his own day, and are 
equally repugnant to their modern­
day successors. 

During the closing decades of 
the nineteenth century the com­
munity intermittently experienced 
persecution of one kind or another, 
during all of \•vhich time it was a pro­
scribed minority which survived only 
by keeping a very lov.· profile. and by 
adhering strictly to the Baha 'i 
principle of avoidance of involve­
ment in political activity. Because of 
the leading role which Shi'ih ,\1uslim 
clerics took on both the royal ist and 
constitutionalist sides of the political 
struggles of the late nineteenth 
century, the Baha'is were persecuted 
regardless of which faction was 
temporarily in the ascendant. In the 
words of Hamid Algar. an Iranian 
scholar who is essentiallv hostile to 
the Baha'i Faith, the Bah·a·is: 

"came to occupv something of a 
position between the State and the 
ulama. not one enabling them to 
balance the tvvo sides. but rather 
1:?xposing them to blows which 
each side aimed at the other. The 
government, interested in main­
taining order. would resist the 
persecution of the Baha'is by the 
ulama. but would equallv. when 
occasion demanded. permit action 
against the Baha'is ." w 

The establishment of the 1906 
constitution , which theoretically 
brought a nevv era of liberty to Iran. in 
fact formalized the discrimination 
against the Baha'is. Unlike the Jews, 
Christians and Zoroastriam wh om 
they far outnumbered, the Baha'is 
were denied any form of recognition 
in the constitution and its attendant 
acts, with the result that they were 
virtually "non-persons" in Iranian 
public life. This point is especially 
important. As we have noted. Baha'is 
were not recognized under the law as 
anything other than Muslim heretics, 
and it is for this reason that their 
community does not appear in any 
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governm ent census. 11 Baha'i mar­
riages were not recognized, Baha'is 
could not count on redress in the 
courts, they were refused the right to 
operate schools, their literature was 
proscribed, their religious ob­
servances were at the mercy of 
capricious local officials, and they 
themselves were exposed to what­
ever abuse their Muslim neighbours 
might wish to visit upon them. From 
time to time, a particularly hostile 
mullah would incite open viol ence 
against the Baha'is in a particular 
town or village, with only minimal 
interference from the civil authorities. 
The Baha'is' situation was analogous 
in many ways to that of the Jews in 
medieval Europe. 

With the rise of the Pahlavis in 
1925, a number of important 
developments occurred which were 
to have major repercussions on the 
welfare of the community. It is dif­
ficult to remember today, as the 
Shi 'ih clergy engage in an orgy of 
destruction of every vestige of the 
Pahlavi regime, that ulama were 
themselves among the principal 
allies of both Reza Shah and his son, 
Muhammad Reza Shah, during 
critical periods of their respective 
reigns. Indeed, it is impossible to 
conceive of the Pahlavis having 
seized and maintained control of Iran 
for fi fty-five years without the implicit 
and sometimes vigorously explicit 
support of the Shi 'ih establishment. 

The story of the seizure of power 
in Iran by Reza Khan, a Cossack 
officer, need not detain us. 12 By 
1921, following the upheavals of the 
First World War, Iran appeared to be 
sinking into anarchy. It was relatively 
easy for Reza Khan, with the support 
of his Cossack troops, the assistance 
of certain Persian politicians, and the 
complaisance of the British govern­
ment, to march on Tehran and carry 
out a coup d 'e tat. Within a few 
months he had ousted his political 
allies and mad e him se lf Prime 
Minister. Temporaril y, the deplor­
able Ahmad Shah, last of the Qajar 
rulers, was maintained on the throne 
as a figurehead monarch, but it was 
apparent to all observers that Reza 
Khan's intent was the dissolution of 
the monarchy and the establishment 
of an Iranian republic modelled on 
that of his hero, the Turkish reformer, 
Kamal Ataturk. In preparation for the 
realization of this objective, the army 
was expanded and uprisings by 
various ethnic minorities and op-
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posit ion groups were ruthlessly sup-
pressed. ,;;; " 

These plans were called into 
question in 1924 when the triumph 
of the Ataturk regime resulted in the 
abolition not merely of the Ottoman 
monarchy but of the Caliphate itself 
and in the disestablishment of the 
Muslim clergy in Turkey. 73 The lesson 
was not lost on the Shi'ih hieratchy in 
Persia . Widespread public op­
positi.on to the idea of a republic was 
generated, and Reza Khan was 
advised that a republic would be 
"contrary to the Islamic faith". 

With the cynicism and pol itical 
sagacity which were to characterize 
his regime, Reza Khan expressed his 
ready submission to this hith'erto un­
appreciated principle of Shi'ih theo­
logy, and hastened to Qum to seek 
the advice of the ecclesiastical 
hierarchy. These worthies agreed that 
the best solution to the problem 
would be for Reza Khan simply to 
depose the Qajar ruler and have him­
self named Shah. This was ac­
complished on December 6, 1925, 
when Reza Shah drove to the meet­
ing of the Constituent Assembly in a 
glass coach drawn by six horses 
recently purchased from the British 
Army, and was formally recognized as 
emperor. Prominent ayatollahs par­
ticipated in the ceremony and 
presented a holy relic of the Imam 
Husayn to the new monarch in token 
of their recognition of him as not 
merely Head. of State but regent for 
the Hidden Imam. Very shortly after, 
the name of the new Shah was duly 
introduced into the sacred formula of 
the khutba, the daily prayers and 
sermon in all of the mosques. 

As had happened to most of the 
earl ier alliances between various 
Qajar shahs and the ulama, this new 
partnership began to break down 
shortly after it was created. Reza 
Shah 's program of modernization 
threatened virtually every aspect of 
the clergy's dominant position: plans 
for a secular school system, the 
introduction of the prov isions of the 
Code Napo leon, new codes in dress, 
the introdu ction of th e solar 
calendar, and a special " endow­
ments law". aimed at bringin g the 
cl ergy's vast economic preserves 
under the control of the State. 10 

Many of the mullahs continued 
to accept posts and honours under 
the Shah, but a tide of resentment 
began to ri se among the more 
fundamental ist elements. Significant-

ly, one of the epithets which this 
growing opposition used against the 
regime . was the all-purpose term 
"Babi". 

The charge had its origin in the 
initial tolerance which Reza Shah had 
shown to the community after his rise 
to power. By that time, more than 
half a century had passed since tbe 
pogroms of the early Babi period, 
and hostility to the community was 
diminishing, even though the general 
prejudice remained. As the Shah's 
modernization program gathered 
momentum, the principles with 
which the Baha' is were identified 
came to enjoy a certa in vogue 
among the educated classes. The 
Baha'i community began to hope that 
a new and more liberal era had 
dawned, and that they might be able 
to play a part in it. 

From the Shah's perspective, too, 
the Baha'i minority appeared to have 
a high potentiality for usefulness. 
Apart from their progressive social 
teachings, the Baha'is held to two 
religious tenets which would have 
commended them to any reg ime in a 
period of crisis: loyalty to civil 
government and avoidance of all 
involvement in partisan pol itical 
action. Further, they were without 
either fore ign protectors or any in­
dependent means of redress in the 
Iranian social order. 

During the-early days of his re ign, 
Reza Shah appointed a number of 
Baha'is to important positions in the 
civil administration, particularly those 
branc;:hes of government related to 
finance . 15 Although laws were 
passed as a salve to the mullahs, 
restricting the general employment 
of Baha'is in the civil service, minor 
improvem ents in the ir position 
began to make their appearance. 
Baha'is could count on a limited 
degree of protection from per­
secution and were eventually permit­
ted to open schools. As these latter 
rapidly gain ed a reputat ion for 
excellence, the monarch w as moved 
to enro ll his own children in them. '0 

It seemed poss ible that. given 
time, the restrictive laws might be 
lifted and the miasma of prejudice 
and host ility eventually dissipate. 

A number of factors prevented 
this from occurring. One was certainly 
the success of the clergy in usin g the 
charge of "Babism" as the one safe 
weapon in crit icizing the regim e. The 
word still carried so deep a ta int in 
the minds of Iranians that not even as 
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pG\werful a ru ler as Reza Shah could 
as;vKiate himself with it in the public 
nir11d without running a risk that he 
would lose the loyalty of important 
segments of the population. At the 
same time, Reza Shah was showing 
himself adept at the "divide and rule" 
ph ilosophy which was to . play so 
important a part in the perpetuation 
of the Pahlavi regime. The more 
exposed and vulnerable the Baha'i 
community was, the more dependent · 
it presumably would be upon the 
ruler's good will and the greater was 
the temptation to abuse it when 
,interests of state dictated . This 
attitude was strengthened by a 
hostility which the Shah himself ap­
pears to have gradually developed 
towards the Baha'i community. For 
,him, the monarchy had become the 
·focal point of Iranian life, the fulcrum 
,on which he would lift the nation into 
tthe twentieth century. The Shah 
,demanded that those who served 
him place it first in their loyalties. He 
became aware, however, that the 
loyalty of his Baha'i subjects was a 
derived one. Since, for them, it was 
one of the tenets of their faith, it was 
conditioned by that faith. Baha'i 
concepts and laws affected the 
members' relationship to the 
monarch in both large questions and · 
small. Highly competent believers 
would serve readily in the civil 
service, but refused absolutely to 
accept political posts. Since the Baha'i 
writings forbid the kissing of hands, 
Baha'i army officers and civil officials 
would bend low over the Shah's 
!hand, but would refrain from touch­
ing it with their lips, as protocol 
expected them tp do. 

The result was that the govern­
ment began to form alize a policy of 
discrimination which was to 
characterize the treatment of the 
Baha'i community for the next five 
decades. The Baha'is became, in 
effect, a safety valve for the regime. 
They were the one target against 
whom the clergy were permitted to 
vent their mounting frustration with 
the restriction s under which they 
themselves were having to live. The 
publication of Baha'i literature was 
banned ; Baha'i marriage was 
deemed concubinage, and prison 
sentences were set for those who 
admitted to marrying according to 
Baha'i law; a number of Baha'i 
cemeteries were expropriated; 
Baha'is in the public service were 
demoted or fired; attacks in the press 
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were freely permitted; and eventually 
the Baha'i schools were closed . i; 
Once again, the community sank to 
its former status a~ a proscribed and 
hated minority. 

The difference between the kind 
of persecution which the Iranian 
Baha'is experienced under Reza Shah 
and that which they had endured 
during the earlier decades will 
already have suggested itself. A 
totalitarian state had begun to take 
shape in Iran, and its treatment of its 
Baha'i minority, like all other matters 
of public polity, was characterized by 
the application of system. Under the 
Qajars, as incompetent as they were 
degenerate, the persecution · of the 
Baha'is had been a spasmodic affair, 
limited by whatever whim or passing 
interests of state might motivate the 
ruler of the day. 18 By the end. of 
Nasiri 'd-Din Shah's reign, the State 
had become distracted by the as­
saults of the constitutionalist move­
ment which had assumed the 
dimensions of a revolutionary up­
heaval. While, as we have noted, the 

· Baha'i community had experienced 
attacks from both sides in the 
dispute, the energies which might 
have gone into a more concentrated 
effort to suppress the Baha'i Faith had 
instead been diverted to the political 
arena where the Baha'i qu.estion was 
essentially irrelevant. 79 

Far different was the experience 
of the Iranian Baha'is under the first 
of the Pahlavis. Motivated by a de­
termination · to subject all other 
loyalties to allegiance to his person, 
Reza Shah sought, through a program 
of discriminatory legislation, the 
judicious use of physical violence 
and economic exploitation, and the 
manipulation of the Shi'ih clergy's 
bigotry, to break down the integrity of 
the Baha'i community and harness 
the energies of its most capable 
members to the purposes of the 
State. While the full structure of a 
totalitarian regime did not take shape 
till much later, several of the ele­
ments had already emerged during 
Reza Shah's period, and the Baha'i 
community gradually became aware 
of the threat to its welfare which this 
systematization of persecution 
represented. 

111 

Muhammad Reza Shah: 
The Early Period, 1941-1955 

With the outbreak of World War 

.. .i .. 
< • 

11, the possibility of relief for the 
Baha'i community came from an un­
expected series of events. The British 
and Russian governments saw Iran as 
a vital "back door" route through 
which British supplies could reach 
the battered Soviet forces. When 
Reza Shah refused to co-operate in 
this plan, and when his well•known 
Nazi sympathies appeared to pose a 
threat to British control over the Near 
East, the two nations acted swiftly to 
solve the problem. Russ ian troops 
entered Azerbayjan from the north to 
seize the vital rail communications, 
while their British allies moved into 
southern Iran, deposed Reza Shah, 
and sent him into exile. In his place, 
the British installed his 21-year old 
son, Muhammad Reza Shah, who 
was expected by all concerned to 
serve as a complaisant puppet. 20 

These developments created 
once again the impression that the 
country was entering on a new era of 
social freedom. Political parties were 
sef up, and power s~ifted from the 
throne to the Majlis or Parliament. 
The Baha'is began to hope that the 
restrictions on their community might 
also, in time, be lifted . 

They were quickly disabused of 
this notion by the political resurgence 
of the Shi 'ih clergy. No group took 
more enthusiastic advantage of the . 
new order. Although, for the most 
part, . the clerg~• did not become 
directly involved in party member· 
ship, prominent mujtahids became 
the ideological leaders of . much of 
the political development which 
took place. This was perhaps natural, 
given the political theory inherent in 
Shi 'ih Islam that all political authority 
belongs to the Hidden Imam. 
Theoretically. all worldly authority is 
essentially a trusteeship and neces­
sarily imperfect. To reduce imper­
fection to a minimum, the Shi 'ih 
theoreticians who had led the con­
stitutionalist movement called for the 
creat ion of a small Majlis or general 
assembly to limit the power of the 
ruler and to implement the con­
sultative principle enunciated in the 
Qu'ran . In ord er to make certain that 
the Majlis. too, would not stray 
beyond its mundane limits. Shi 'ih 
scholars were to serve as its guides. 2 7 

Responding to clerical influence, 
the State began retreating from the 
restrictive policies of the ousted 
leader. The ban on publicly-held 
passion plays was repealed; the use 
of the veil in the city streets was again 
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permitted and even encouraged; 
public officials who had been 
particularly identified with secular 
attitudes were demoted; various 
prohibitions associated with 
Ramadan and other Muslim holy 
periods were applied iri government 
offices; and official sanction was 
again given for Iranian Muslims to 
undertake the pilgrimage to Mecca. 

The importance of the clerg)1s 
political influence was demonstrated 
in the events related to the rise to 
power of Muhammad Mossadeq in 
1951 and his overthrow t\-vo years 
later. The notorious Ayatollah 
Kashani , who had secured election as 
Speaker of the Majlis. played a 
leading part in both developments. 22 

Accordin gly, when Muhammad 
Reza Shah recovered his throne after 
his brief period of exile in 1953, he 
sought another of the "accom­
modations" with the clergy which 
had intermittently been important to 
the stability of earlier regimes. The 
nature of this unwritten agreement 
has been cl P.scribed by a number of 
scholars. 23 Essentially, it involved a 
willingn ess on the part of the 
eccl esiastical establishme nt to le ave 
pol itical matters in the hands of the 
State, in return for con cessi ons by the 
latter in field s which were of 
particular importance to the clergy. 

The press began to give wide 
publ icity to the activi ties of the 
leading mujtahids; the government 
agreed to ban the manufacture and 
sale of alcohol (largely a pro forma 
submission in Iran); and the Shah 
himself took every opportunity to 

Middle East Focus March 1982 

make an ostentatious display of his 
religious orthodoxy. But the area in 
which, once again, State and ulama 
found it most easy to make common 
cause was the treatment of the Baha'i 
community. Shahrough Akhavi. in his 
fascinating study, Religion and Politics . 
in Contemporary Iran, 24 has spec­
ulated that "some elements in the 
ulama \Vere feeling a newly-acquired 
self-confidence and therefo re 
'wanted to make a horse deal 
bet\-veen themselves and the Shah ' ". 25 

For its part, the government was in 
urgent need of an issue which would 
distract attention from two vital but 
highly vulnerable matters of state: the 
compen sation of the shareholders of 
Anglo-Iranian Oil, nationalized by 
Muhammad Mossadeq; and the 
Iranian government's decision to join 
the Baghdad Pact. Large segments of 
the public regarded both projects as 
further illustrations of the domination 
of Iran by Western Powers. and the 
regime would have been particularly 
vulnerable had the clergy decided to 
orchestrate a general outcry. 2~ 

In such a situation, the Baha'is 
were an irresistible target. During th e 
month o f Ramadan , 1955 . a rabb le ­
rousi ng Shi'ih divi ne. Shaykh Muham­
mad Taqi Falsafi , began a seri es of 
incendiary sermons in a Tehran 
mosque. calling for the suppress ion 
of the Baha'i Fa ith as a "false religion" 
dangerous to the welfare of the 
nation. The government signalled its 
approval by hastening to put both 
the national and army radio stations 
at the Shaykh's service, thus dis­
seminating his attacks throughout 

Iran. When the Baha'i delegates 
gathered on April 21 for their 
national convention in Tehran , th ere­
fore, the situation throughout the 
country had become extrem ely 
volatile . The spark was provided by 
the decis ion of the government to 
seize the national headquarters of 
the Baha'i community and undertake 
the destruction of its impressive 
dome. High-ranking army office rs 
joined representatives of the clergy in 
personally participating in this act of 
vandal ism. 2~ At the same time, the 
Minister of the Interior was sent to 
Parliament to announce that he had 
ord ered the suppression of all 
activities on the part of \vhat he 
termed "the Baha'i sect" . At once. a 
wave of violence swept the country: 
murders. rapes and robberies being 
reported in many areas. The House 
of the Bab in Shiraz was pillaged and 

• severely damaged, cemeteries were 
seized and handed over to mobs for 
desecration . and co rpses \-vere 
dragged throu gh the_ streets and 
burned in public. 

The regime had , in short. 
demonstrated its commitment to the 
Shi'ih concept of society. The clergy 
rec iprocated . The Ayatollah Behbe­
hani . second-ranking figure in the 
hierarchy, . heaped praise on the 
Shah, call ing the Iranian army "the 
Army of Islam" and assuring the 
government th~t the annive rsary of 
the -attacks on . the Baha'i t\:ational 
Centre would henceforth be ob­
served as a religious holiday. 28 The 
most pmverful ayatollah in the 
country, Muhammad Husayn Buru­
jirdi , published an open letter of 
thanks to Mullah Falsafi for his 
services both to Islam and to the 
monarchy. The ayatollah describ ed 
the Baha'i Faith as a "conspiracy" 
which endangered the State as well 
as the national religion, and called ior 
a general purge of Baha'is from all 
positions in public service. 

Once again . howe,·er. the al- . 
liance ran aground on the reef of 
political re a liti es . Ira n had b e co m e a n 
integral part of an interlocking glob.11 
system of economic and political 
relationships. In respon se to a sum­
mons from the Guardian of thei r 
faith , Baha'i communities around the 
world vigorously protested the 
regime 's support for the persecution. 
ln th is. they were joined by leading 
organs of the international press. !~ 
The Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. Dag Hammarskjold. and the 
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U.S. State Departmen~- brought 
pressure on the Iranian government 
to call a halt to the attacks. 
Dependent as it was on foreign 
support and approval, the regime 
was in no position to resist this 
pressure, regardless of the domestic 
political price which such surrender 
would entail. ' 

Professor Akhavi's study of the 
confrontation between the spokes­
men of the Shah and the rep-· 
resentatives of the clerical establish­
ment which followed, provides a 
fascinating window on the forces 
which were at work in the crisis. With 
their appetite fully whetted, the 
clergy pressed for a formal piece of 
legislation \vhich would declare the 
Baha'i Faith illegal and which would 
permit a wide range of penalties 
against Baha'is, prison terms for any­
one found guilty of Baha'i member­
ship. the sequestration of all Baha'i 
properties and the disbursement of 
the proceeds for the use of Islamic 
propaganda agencies, the discharge 
of all Baha'is from public service and 
the prohibition of any form of Baha'i 
religious activity. Their spokesmen in 
the Majlis found themselves facing 
an embarrassed cabinet which, while 
assuring them that every means 
would be taken "within the law" to 
protect Islam, stubborn!y refused to 
permit the passing of the legislation 
which would have accomplished the 
ulama's objectives. Nor would the 
government even pronounce itself 
on the subject of its official attitude 
towards the Baha'i Faith . The regime 
was reduced to the ludicrous lengths 
of engaging in a debate in the Majlis 
on the subject pf the Baha'i com­
munity, in which its apologists appear 
to have been forbidden to mention 
the word Baha'i. 30 

IV 
The Establishment of a 

Totalitarian Regime: 1955-1979 

Only a superficial observer of the 
scene would have concluded, how­
ever, that the end of the 1955 crisis 
marked an improvement in the basic 
position of the Baha'i community in 
Iran. Far from it. In this, as in a 
number of other instances, the Shah 
had endured a series of humiliations 
and frustrations which had com­
pelled him to recognize the weak­
ness of his regime and its 
vulnerability to pressures from both 
domestic and foreign sources. His 
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response was to set in motion a series 
of programs which brought into 
existence in Iran the full apparatus of 
a totalitarian state. These develop­
ments were to have particularly grave 
consequences for the Baha'i com­
munity. 

The establishment of the new 
regime has been examined by a 
number of scholars, and its main 
features are familiar to most students 
of modern Iranian history. 11 By 19 5 7, 
the agency known by its initials as 
SAVAK, the National Information and 
Security Organization, had been set 
up as a major organ of state control. 
Various agencies of this central body 
multiplied rapidly, invading every 
area of public life, and producing 
finally the infamous "Internal Security 
and Action Branch", which used 
torture, secret prisons and trials, and a 
network of informers in its efforts to 
paralyze all opposition to the 
regime. 31 Economic life, too, was to 
be harnessed to the service of the 
State. In 1962, the Shah announced· 
the launching of what he called a 
"White Revolution" vvhich included a 
land bill involving a major re­
distribution of the ownership of agri­
cultural lands throughout the 
country. A simultaneous program of 
intense industrial development tight­
ly harnessed the fortunes of the 
emerging capitalist class to the 
interests of the State. The state's · 
bureaucracy mushroomed, bringing 
under secular control fundamental 
areas of cl.flture such as law and 
education, and creating an insatiable 
demand for trained personnel. n 

To provide ideological under­
pinnings for the new regime, the 
Shah wholeheartedly adopted what 
he doubtless saw as a new metaphor 
capable of seizing the imagination 
of the Iranian people and chan­
nelling their energies into the service 
of the State. This metaphor was the 
cultural glory which Persia had known 
before the coming of the alien and 
"inferior" influence of the Arabs. The 
theme can be detected in some of 
the features of the reign of Reza Shah, 
but during the concluding tvvo 
decades of the rule of his son, it 
bloomed into a national credo. All of 
the agencies of the government were 
mobilized in its service. Efforts were 
made to purge the Persian language 
of Arabic corruptions; the great 
achievements of the ancient Persian 
dynasties were celebrated; pride in 
the "Aryan race" became an article of 

., .> .. t' ' 

faith in the schools; the lrani,m 
calendar, which Reza Shah had based 
on the solar year, ,-vas shifted again to 
begin with the coronation of Cyrus 
the Great in 558 B.C., with the odd 
result that Iranians vvent to sleep one 
night in the year 1355 and awoke the 
next morning in the year 2535. 

In short, the regime appeared 
bent on trying to resolve the problem 
presented by the adherence of 
ninety-five percent of its subjects to 
Islam, by setting Islam aside. Faith 
was relegated to those areas which 
were considered of little or no 
importance to the "Great Civil ization" 
which the Shah envisioned, areas in 
which it could be expected gradually 
to atrophy through neglect. This \'ast 
exercise in sell-delusion culminated 
with the celebration in 1971 of the 
twenty-five hundredth anniversarv of 
the founding of the Iranian mona~chy 
in a Disneyland extravaganza among 
the ruins of Persepolis. · 

The program excited a rage of 
opposition among the funda­
mentalist clergy. who saw the new . 
society as literally "Satanic". They 
were joined in this by the vounger 
and radicalized group of Shi 'ih 
Muslim thinkers who were convinced 
that modern technology could be 
assimilated to a basicallv Islamic 
intellectual and political 'structure. 
Only the Shah's autocrac\' and the 
foreign patrons who were ·perceived 
to be its supporters, stood in the \\'a,· 
of this fulfilment of Islam 's historic 
mission. 3~ 

.. What of the Baha'i communitv 
during this period? The events of 
1955 were a continuing reminder to 
the regime of the need to a\'oid a 
level of anti-Baha'i violence which 
might attract renewed international 
disapproval. There were. however. 
new factors, which deepened antip­
athy towards the Baha 'is on the part 
of the political establishment. The 
Shah himself, who has been sus­
pected by more than one obser\'er of 
clinical megalomania, shared his 
father's resentment of the ways in 
which the religious beliefs of certain 
of his Baha'i subjects. some of them 
close to his mvn person. impinged 
on their relationship to him. ,; I\ \ore 
importantly, Baha'i teachings rep­
resented a potential intellectual rally­
ing point for the growing Iranian 
intelligentsia, which was independent 
of the Pahlavi myth. James Alban Bill , 
for example. says: 
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' "The lrani,m intelligentsia has very 

decidedly discarded old values and 
value systems. Indeed, one result 
of this has been an intellectual 
wandering in continuous search of 
a new framework ... It is perhaps 
n,1tural that the secularization of 
the eduratio"nal process \vould 
result in a different view of Shi'ih 
Islam. The result has been a ·sharp 
move a\var from this most basic of 
value systems which organized all 
phases of a Muslim's life .. . In the 
mo\'e away from Islam, large 
number~ of the intelligentsia have 
embraced Baha'ism (~icJ. a religion 
that demands great commitment. 
but at the same time claims 
progressive and liberal goals." Jo 

The dangers facing the com­
munity deepened in 1965 with the 
appointment qs Prime Minister of 
Amir Abbas Hoveida. Although him­
self a Muslim, the new head of 
government came from a family vvith 
distinguished Baha'i antecedents. A 
grandfather had been a prominent 
member of the Baha'i Faith, and 
Hoveida's father had returned to 
Islam only after being expelled from 
the Baha'i community for persistent 
involvement in political activities. 
These associationnvere used by the 
prime minister's political enemi es to 
attempt to discredit him by attaching 
the familiar "Babi" ~ag to his name. 
Accordingly, he appears to have felt 
called on to be particularly severe in · 
his treatment of Baha'is, an attitude 
which his family history may in any 
event have made congenial to him. Ji 

This combination of circum­
stances, coupled with the demands 
of the clergy that the regim e protect 
the country from the spread of a 
"dangerous heresy" led to a seri es of 
extremely discriminatory legislative 
and administrative acts aimed at the 
Baha'i minority. The new Civil Service 
Code requ ired applicants for govern­
ment jobs to state their religion, and 
attendant regulations made it clear 
that cand idates could be accepted 
only if they professed one of the 
"recognized faiths" and did not hold 
"opinions" \-vhi ch were out of 
harmony with the tradit ions of the 
country. Acting on these directives, 
governm ent departments, crown 
corporations, and even private 
industries 1,vhich relied heavily on 
governm ent orders discharged their 
Baha'i employees. At the same time, 
orders were given to erase from the 
history books all events associated 
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with the Baha'i Faith . In the United 
Nations, the Shah's representative, 
Mrs. Teimourtash, , denied to he~ 
startled hearers that the Baha'i com­
munity any longer existed in Iran! 18 

Once again, after a brief period 
of hope inspired by the United 
Nations interventions in the mid-
1950s, the Baha'i community sank 
back to its familiar twilight existence 
as the scapegoat of the Iranian social 

• order. During the early 1960s, 
employment for many Baha'is, out­
side private industry, was a serious 
problem and depended always on 
the ability of a Muslim superior to 
demonstrate that no other applicants 
possessed the particular talents or 
technical knowledge required by the 
position. Always, the application of 
law or regulation was left to the 
caprice of individual chiefs of police, 
heads of government departments, 
and local and provincial functionaries. 
On occasion, as happened in 1963 
following anti-government riots in 
several regions of the country, the 
authorities turned a blind eye to 
violent attacks on Baha'is and the 
destruction of their property during 
the Muslim months of Muharram 
and Ramadan. 

In the 1970s, as the regime 
consolidated its position , and 
particularly as the creation of the 
OPEC monopoly reinforced · its 
leverage in fore ign affairs, minority 
elements of all kinds came under 
steadily increasing pressure. Several 
new factors made the Baha'i com­
munity a particularly attractive target. 
The first of these was related to the 
advantage the community had come 
to enjoy in consequence of its 
response to the Baha'i teaching on 
the importance of education, 
particularly education in the sciences. 
As the Shah's ambitious modernization 
campaign gained momentum, and 
the need for qualified personnel 
became acute, it was obvious that 
one of the major pools of qualified 
personnel in Iran was the Baha'i 
minority. Accordin gly, exceptions to 
the rul e excluding Baha'is from 
government employment multiplied. 
The same thing occurred in the self­
employed professions. This prom­
inence, togeth er with the eco­
nomic prosperi ty which tended to 
accompany it, particularly in a socio­
economic milieu like that of Iran, 
exposed the community to charges 
on the part of the clergy that its 
members were a "favoured elite" 

who bencfitted not through their 
own efforts, but because of some 
secret sympathy with their faith on 
the part of the Shah and his 
ministers. 19 Much the same charges 
were made against Iran's Jewish 
minority. 

A related problem' was the 
success of the Baha'i community itself 
in gradually and quietly increasing its 
ownership of properties. Holy places 
associated with the lives of the 
found ers of the faith , the sites of 
many of the great events of Babi 
history, cemeteries and administrative 
offices were painstakingly acquired 
by individual believers and donated 
to the community. Donations and 
charitable bequests . also made pos­
sible the acquisition of hospitals, 
clinics, orphanages, old people's 
homes, community centres and the 
like. Handicapped by the refu sal of 
civil law to recognize its collective 
existence, however, the community 
could not hold property in its own 
name. For a period of time, many of 
the endovvments had been registered 
in the name of the Guard ian of the 
faith, as an individual. After his death 
in 1957, however, these had been 
transferred to the Umana Corporation; 
a company created under the 
provisions of Iranian and Islamic law, 
with directors appointed by the 
Baha'i national assembly. 

These successes, and the com­
munity's efforts to consolidate them 
in law became, however, a vulner- · 
able target for extortion. An initial tax 
of 28 million tumans was collected 
from the Baha' is, but this proved to 
be only an opening demand. When 
an arbitration commission, from 
whose judgment there was no 
appeal, ruled against the govern­
ment's attempt to impose the tax 
twice over, legislation was introduced 
with a retroactive clause permitting 
the judgment of the commission on 
such matters to be set aside. During 
the parliamentary debate, the Shah 's 
spokesman assured the Majlis that 
the law would be applied only to the 
Baha'i community, and represented 
no threat to any other group in 
society. Once the l,:gislation \\'as in 
place, a government commiss ion 
imposed a supplementary tax of 50 
million tumans on the hold ings of 
the Baha'i community, and a iew days 
later raised this figure to 80 million 
tumans. Neither sum bore any 
relation to the value of the property 
nor to the financial resources of the 
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hapks·s community. The raising of 
this Vast ransom involved sacrifice on 
the part of Baha'is throughout the 
entire country, but even so, only a 
part could be put together. The 
regime thereupon fixed an interest­
bearing bill of exchange for the 
remainder, and the community 
found itself saddled with a staggering 
financial burden for the indefinite 
:future. 40 The parallels with the 
iexploitation of the Jews in medieval 
tEurope are nowhere more striking 
:than in the economic aspects of the 
[Pahlavi persecution of the Iranian 
fBaha 'i community. 

In 197 5, a further development 
added to the deepening isolation of 
ahe Baha'i minority from the rest of 
tthe nation. Deciding that political 
,.opposition was sufficiently divided 
.and demoralized, the regime an­
·nounced the formation of a new 
single-party system, the so-called 
Rastakhiz, or "Resurgence Party". 
Government spokesmen made it 
clear that any subject invited to join 
the organization and refusing would 
have to justify his refusal, and that 
such justification would be subject to 
review by the courts. In the Shah's 
own words: 

"We must straighten out Iran ian 
ranks . To do so, we divide them 
into two categories: those who 
believe in the monarchy, the 
Constitution, and (the \.-vhite 
Revolution); and those who do 
not .. . Everyone must be man 
enough to clarify his posit ion in this 
country. He either approves of the 
conditions or he does not. As I said 

. before, if his disapprova l has 
treacherous ovel'tones, his fate is 
clear. If it has ideologica l roots, he 
is free iri Iran, but he should not 
have any expectations." 41 

The Baha'i community quickly 
discovered what these ominous 
words implied . Iranians from all walks 
of life, all groups and social orders, 
flocked to join the new organization 
in order to continue to play a role in 
the system and to have a part in the 
apparently limitl ess economic boom 
which the country was enjoying. 
Alone among the population, the 
Baha'i community wrote formally to 
the Shah to indicate that, while he 
could be assured of their whole­
hearted loya lty, they would have to 
decline to join the Rastakhiz on the 
grounds of their religious belief 
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which prohibited participation in 
political activities. 41 The isolation of 
the Baha'is thus became complete. 

At the same time, the com­
munity had become the object of 
a systematic program of harassment 
by SAVAK, who regarded it as an 
unpredictable force in public affairs. 
The Baha'is were highly unified in 
both belief and organization; their 
liberal principles and their close ties 
to Baha'i communities in other parts 
of the world might attract efforts at 
foreign interference; and their efforts 
to maintain their community life 
under the countless restrictions 
imposed by the regime and the 
ulama had caused them to adopt so 
low a profile as to seem "secretive". 
What SAVAK required, some of its 
leaders concluded, was a counter­
force which would keep the Baha'i 
community under close obseNation, 
create an atmosphere that would 
render its activities difficult and in­
secure, and provide an independent 
system of reporting on any suspicious 
circumstances. The solution was an 
organization formed of the remnants 
of earlier right-wing religious move­
ments, and named the Anjuman 
Tablighat-i-lslami, the "Society for the 
Propagation of Islam". The member­
'ship appears to have been drawn 
mostly from the lower clergy, civil 
seNants, school teachers, clerks and 
students, under the leadership of a 
handful of fundamentalist clerics. •3 

Under the aegis of SAVAK, the 
Anjuman Tablighat-i-lslami was 
granted freedom to carry out 
vigorous propaganda aimed at 
preventing the conversion of 
Muslims to the Baha'i Faith and, 
wherever possible, attempting to 
coerce Baha'is to convert to Islam. 
The program included the publishing 
of abusive literature, the disruption of 
Baha'i meetings and religious 
seNices, and attempts to identify 
Baha'is in public employment and 
pressure officials to enforce various 
discriminatory regulations against 
them . The arrangement provided an 
outlet for the frustrations of Shi'ih 
fundamentalists, while giving SAVAK 
another coercive instrument entirely 
dependent on its good will. 

On rare occasions, as happened 
in 1956, 1963 and 1978, when the 
regime was facing various domestic 
challenges, SAVAK and Tablighat-i­
lslami carri ed out joint attacks on the 
Baha'i community as diversions. •• 
Nevertheless, SAVAK \Vas the senior 

partner. When, from time to tinfe, ·:_­
attacks by undisciplined elements in 
the Tablighat-i-1,lami led to official 
protests by the Baha'i community or 
threatened to arouse the protests of 
its foreign sympathizers, SAVAK did 
not hesitate to deliver up its col­
laborators to the civil courts for 
prosecution. 

It is not surprising, therefore, 
that, when the marches and protests 
began in 19 7 8, the singling out of the 
Baha'i community as a scapegoat was 
one of the regime's instinctive 
responses. Throughout that summer, 
SAVAK organized a number of 
incidents aimed at driving a wedge 
betvveen the more radical elements 
of the Shi'ih clergy and the main body of 
the ulama. It is very likely that the 
horrifying burning of the Rex cinema 
in Abadan , which the regime at­
tempted to attribute to Islamic 
fundamentali sts, was one of these 
attempts. A related objective was to 
draw the extremist Shi'ih groups into 
acts of violence which, it was hoped, 
would arouse the disapproval of the 
clerical establishment and justify, in 
. the eyes of Iran 's \\'estern patrons, 
the imposition of martial law in key 
areas of the country. Accordingly, in 
Shiraz, where some of the ulama 
were known as not only aggressive 
opponents of the regime, but bitter 
enemies of the Baha'i Faith, the 
Tablighat-i-lslami organized a riot in 
which some three hundred homes 
own·ed by Baha'is were burned . A 
mob attack on the House of the Bab 
was then incited . To the surprise of 
Shirazis, all too familiar with the local 
clergy's hatred of the Baha'i "heresy", 
mullahs came irito the street to stop 
the riots before the shrine had been 
destroyed. The excuse given to the 
faithful was that the building had 
"once belonged to a siyyid " (i.e. the 
Bab had been a lineal descendant of 
Muhammad1. This respite, howe,·er, 
was short-lived. By December, public 
protest had turned into revolution. 
the clergy were united in their op­
position to the regim e and a number 
of Baha 'is in Shiraz \\'ere kill ed with 
impunity during the course of attacks 
incited by the Shi 'ih leaders., ; 

V 
Conclusion 

From this brief suNey of the 
experience of the Iran ian Baha'i 
community under the two Pahlavis. 
1921 to 1979, it is impossible to 
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escape two major conclusions. The 
first is that the charges by leaders of 
the current Islamic regime that the 
Baha'i community gave political 
support to the Shah is contradicted 
by all the historical evidence. No 

. Baha'i accepted appointment to any 
one of the cabinets formed u_nder the 
rule of either Reza Shah or his son, 
despite intense pressures to do so. As 
we have noted, the community . 
formally advised the Shah that 
membership in a political organ­
ization such as the Rastakhiz Party was 
not permitted to Baha'is, and the 
present regime has been unable to 
produce a single instance where a 
member of the community violated 
this tenet of his faith. Nor can any 
independent observer accept the 
m\th that the Iranian Baha'is were a 
protected social elite. Excluded, 
solely on the grounds of their 
religious faith, from the protection 
granted by the constitution to the 
members of all other religious 
minorities, denied the right to 
conduct some of the most ele­
mentary practices associated with the 
relig ious life of the community, 
exposed to endless harassments 
from Muslim fundamentalists and 
pillaging by rapacious officials, and 

. condemned to watching helplessly 
as their holy places and cemetaries 
were regularly desecrated, the Baha'i 
community in Iran survived only 
because of the spitirual strengths 
inherent in it. Whatever economic, 
educational or professional success 
members of the community enjoyed 
were achieved despite, not because 
of, the State's policies towards them. 
The evidence is conclusive that the 
successive Pahlavi regimes moved 
from an attitude of discrimination 
against this largest religious minority 
in the country to a deliberate 
program aimed at suppressing and 
eventually eliminating the faith that 
distinguished it. 

The second conclusion that 
emerges from an examination of the 
reli g io u s polic ie s of the Pahl avi 

regime is an ironic one. If political 
support of the regime or the 
enjo\'ment of a favoured position 
conierred by it are blameworthy, 
then such charges can certainly be 
brought with compelling force 
against Iran's Shi'ih majority. The 
persons who persuaded Reza Shah to 
establish the Pahlavi monarchy in 
192j and who played a key role in 
restoring his son to power when he 
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was temporarily overthrown by 
Muhammad Mossadeq in 1953 
were leading Shi'ih ulama. The most 
respected ayatollahs in the land 
hailed the Pahlavis as agents of God 
and their military machine as the 
the "Army of God". It was they who 
initiated the agreement with the 
regime by which major interests of 
the Iranian people in the economic 
and foreign policy fields were sub­
ordinated to the clergy's obsession 
with the Baha'is. One must as­
sume that, with few exceptions, the 
members of the Pahlavi cabinets 
during those 60 years were, 
nominally at least, Shi'ih Muslims, 
accepted as such by the Shi'ih com­
munity. It is equally obvious that the 
Shi'ih majority in the country 
provided the bulk of the estimated 5 
million members who joined the 
Rastakhiz Party. While certain Shi'ih 
institutions were the object of a 
systematic program of attrition 
pursued by the regime, it is also un­
deniable that Shi'ih Islam enjoyed 
the privileged position of a state 
religion in Pahlavi Iran, compelling 
submission by all segments of the 
population to certain of its beliefs 
and observances. Even before the 
land redistribution program began, 
Shi'ih clergy and organizations of all 
kinds accepted generous funding 
from the Pahlavi State and some, like 
the Tablighat-i-lslami, were active 
agents of the regime in harassing 
members of minority groups. 

Without doubt, this historical 
record will, sooner or later, come 
under review by the Iranian people. 
Whether the collaboration of the 
ulama and their supporters with the 
Pahlavi regime was justifiable is a 
matter for decision not by outsiders 
but for the 35 million people who 
experienced the consequences . 
Given the intensity of the political 
debate now going on in Iran, and the 
climate of violence which ac­
companies it, this review is likely to 
be very searching indeed. 

For the Iranian Bah a' i com­

munity, it will be sufficient if the 
up~eaval now convulsing Iran results 
in the raising of the curtain of silence 
and misrepresentation which has 
surrounded their faith since its 
inception 138 years ago, and they are 
permitted to play their part in the 
building of a society that will serve 
the interests of all the peoples of Iran. 
In the scriptures of their faith, they 
find the promise that God 1,vill, in the 

future, "raise this mighty nation up to 
its ancient pinnJcles of glory, and 
restore this withered land to sweet 
new life". 46 The Baha'is of Iran 
believe they have a contribution to 
make in the fulfilment of the divine 
promise. + 

:--ons 

1. A detailed report on the initial phase of 
the persecut ion was prepared bv the human 
rights commission of the Federation of 
Protestant Churches in Switzerland , 
September 12 . 1979. and sub se quently 
presented to the UN Sub-Commission on the 
Protection oi Minorities. by the Baha 'i Inter­
national Community. 

2. See the V.'hite Paper prepared by the 
Baha'i International Communitv. June. 1981 . 
under the title The Baha 'is of Ira~. 6B pp. r:-.:ew 
York. 1987 ·. The Community is one of the 
Non-Co\'ernmental Organizations. with con­
sultative status . associated with ECOSOC An 
Update was published in :s;ovember. 1981. 

3. The texts of the Resolutions pas sed by 
the organizations mentioned: together with a 
representat1\'e selection of some of the articles 
referred to . are contained in the White Paper 
and the Update. 

4. An illustration of the regime's efforts· to 
conceal its treatment of the Baha'i commun ity 
can be appreciated in a series of statements 
made bv the A\'atollah Ard ibili . President of 
Iran 's Revolutio.nary Supreme Court. on the 
subject of the recent killings of 15 prominent 
Baha 'is. The victims died in secret executions 
carried out in Evin Prison on December 29, 
1981 . and January 4, 1982 . On January 3, the 
Ayatollah called a press conference to deny 
that th e eight members of Iran 's Baha'i 
National Assembly had been kill ed , as 
reported b\' Le ,\1onde (Paris, December 30, 
1981 l. \\'hen the Baha'i community produced 
documentary evidence of the executions. the 
Ayatollah was forced to issue a second 
statement (Le Monde, January 8, 1982), 
admitting the killings, but insisting that the 
victims had been condemned on charges of 
espionage. The Ayatollah added: "Th ere was 
no discrim ination in this case. and a f,.\uslim 
would have been executed similarly on the 
same charge." In fact. a second secret 
execution had taken place at Evin . this time of 
six members of th e local Baha 'i Assembly in 
Tehran . as w ell as the lad\· in whose home 
they had been meeting 

0

\\ hen thev were 
arrested. Th e value of this " second qatement 
of clarificat ion " was shown when subsequent 
report s re\ ea led that th e owner of the house 
had been released becau ~e he \,as w1ll,ns to 
sign a statement that he was a Muslim. (Le 
Monde, January 9. 1982). 

5. See. for example, a public statement 
issued b\· the Embassv of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran in th e United S

0

tates. \\'ash1ngton . D.C. . 
October 17. 19 79. 

6. See, for e~ampl e, a publ ic statement 
issued bv the Embassv of the Islamic Republ ic 
of Iran in Brazil . Bue~os Aires. September 26, 
19 79: 
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"On llh' 171h of Sh,1hrl\,H, th,• hN ,lllnl\'t'r,.irv oi 
8I,u I,. f r,d,l\·. 1h.- d,l\'011\\ Ill( h m,1m lr,111,.111, d11'd 
II.(' . 111 rio1~ .,.,:.11n,1 lht• r,1hl,l\'1 ll'~llllt' ! , f,111h1ul 
,\\u,Jun:i- \\ l'H' n,ou,11111~ 1n thl· \\hOII' ( nuntrv. In 
$h11,\l . thl• n,ourrH'r:-- h,•~,111 to dt•:--trov th,• 
h1r1hpl.1< ,. of Ali :\loh.rnwd. 1h1• ll,1h . • ind llw 
!-t't urit\ fort,,•, ,1nd lh,• ~u.uch ol thl' how•t' \\l'''-' 
nol .,hi,• 10 ,1op Ilwm d,1111i: ,o. ,1, I h", ould h,l\·t• 
rt·~uh,•d 11l th,• n1,Ht\rdcHn 01 111,111,· ,\\u,11111 
d1,111111101i- ot Shir,1z." 

"-._ 

In t,1, t. tlw homl' \\·,1, dl•mol1,lwd .incl 
<'V<'ntu.1I11· r,\Zl'd in ,1 Sl'ri<', of ,1lt,KI.., through 
Sl'()ll'mlwr .ind Ortolwr. ll•d b\' mull,1h, ,ind 
i:o, <'rr1111L'lll ottici,1I,. The> ll'gtml' b cum•ntll· 
con<lrucling ,1 puhlt, ro,1cl,, ,w ,icro,, tlw 
iornll'r ,11,• . .111 ,1ct \\'h1, h invol, l '> tlw 
d,•,1nirt1on of ,1 ron,idC'r,1blC' portion oi thl' 
old rtl\' of ~lm,IZ. onl' of tht• grl',11 hi,tor1t,1I 
trc>,1,url', oi Ir.in. 

,\lid,.wl I. Fb.-lwr. Iran: from Rdigious 
O,sputt' 10 R1•1·olur,011 iHM\',1rd Unt\'er,it) 
Pre,, . 1980•. p. l 50 . 

8. ,\'Jriona/,,m in Iran i Universitv of Pitts-
burgh Pre,,. 1964l , p.88. 

9. .Se.:-~ - r-...uemz,1dc>h . "For B,1ha'i, in lr,m. 
A Thre,11 of htinct,on ", ,\ 'ew rork Times. Op. 
Ed .. August (,. 1981. 

10. Rdigion and State> in Iran: 1785-1906 (U. 
of C1l iiorni,1 Pr~ss. 1969,, p .151 . 

11 . Th is e,rlusion is mJde even more 
e,p!,cit in thl' ne" Islamic Constitut ion. in 
which the " tolc>ratc>d minorities" are speciiical­
ly named in the constitution itself. 

12. An e,cellC'nt survey of the rise to power 
of Reza Khan can be iound in \\'ilfrid Kn,1pp . 
"1921 -19-11 The Period of Reza Sh.ih ", 
T\\'ent,C'th Centun· lrJn. Ed. H. Amir,adeghi 
and R.\\'. FerriC'r iHeinem.1nn, London. 19:' 7. 
pp.23-2 7I . 

13. Idem 

1-1 . lb,d. pp.27-51 .:ind Amin B.:inani. The 
f..todl'rn12ation of Iran 1Staniord Unt\'er,it)· 
Pres~. 19 51 J. passim. 

15. Ibid, pp.25-27. 

16. Ibid, p.96. 

17. Ibid. p.9:-. 

18. Momen, pp.251-256. 266-305 . 

19. For a d.i,cuss,on of this period, ,ee :--.: .R. 
Kc>dd,e. Roor, of Rc>l'olutio n !Yalt> Unt\'t'rsitY 
Press. 1981 · chaptc>r~ 3 and -1 . Proie,so·r 
Kc>dd1e distinguishes thP Bah.1 '1s \\'ho " C'S· 
chc>\\ ed direct ·pol1t,cal acti,·itY" and "d l'cl ,uc>d 
their neutral1l\ .. from the ,mall Az,1li sect oi th e 
forml•r Bab, F.:iith. membc>rs of \\'hKh took an 
actI\'e role> In the con,t1tution.il rc>,·olu11on of 
190 '; -1911 . 

20. Robert Cr,1h,1111 provide, ,1 \ 'l'f\ interPsl­
ing anah·,,s of thL' tormJll\'e 1nfluenn·, on tlw 
mind or ,\1uhammad Rc>za Sh,1h In his /r,rn · Th e 
lllus,on P01,c>r I:--.: e" York. 7980 ,. pp.5:- -:-2 . 

' 21 . For .i cfo.cu ,s ion of th,, subwct. , el' 
Ham,d Alg,11 . " Iran", Enq·cloped,a ot J, IJm, 
:--. e" · Ed111on . pp 163-1 bi . 

22 . The ,\\o~~Jd c>q pPriod ancl thl' l'\'C' nt , 
relat ed to thP restoration oi 1he P,1hla,·1 rc· gI111c> 
h.i,e bPen e,am1ned b,· a numb,' r oi "ri1 c• r, . 
See. for e,amplc>. KPddi<' . pp.113-1-11 . 
Cr.ih.im. pp.6:--:-2 . and Bam· Ruh1n . Thl· 
Amc>r,can f>.per,c>nce and Iran •Oxford 
Unl\errny Pres,. 1980,. pp.5-1 -90. Kerm,1 
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Roo,l'vl'lt , "ho I oordin,1ll'cl the OVPrtl110" of 
thl' i\los~.1dPq H•gim<', h,1s prov1dl'd .in 
inter(•s!ing Iwr,on,1I t11C'1110Ir: Counll'r Coup 
(MrGr,m· Hill, 1979). 

23. Al..h,l\'i , Sl'l' note i-1 lwlow. 

2-1 . (St,111• Uniwr,il\· of Nl'\\' Yori.. Pr,•,,. 
Alb,1ny. 1980i , pp. 7 u'.9o. 

25. Ibid, p.77. 

2&. ld1•m 

27. Thl• offilers included Cl'nl'ral 
B.1t111,111gc>lid1, Mtlil,m· Go\'l•rnor of Tl'hr,111 . 
,ind C<'t1l'lal Timur B,1kh1i.ir. tlw lw,1cl of 
SA\'AK. Sh,l\'l..h f,1l,,1fi 1v.1, in\'ilecl .i, gu<'st of 
honour .it tlw e,·l·nt. 

28. Akh,wi , pp .7:--78. 

29. \\'lwn tlw rC'gimC' di,covC'rC'd tlw c>xtC'nl 
of th<' proll' Sl .1rou~ed 111 tlw \ \ 'l',t tlwy dl'nit'd 
that armyoffict'rs had p,1rt1np,1l(•cl . An ,lttt'mpt 
was m.idc> to suppress the> Sl'ril·, of pho10-
graphs which h.1d been t,11..L•n of the d1•­
struction of the dom<' of the B,1h,i'i :--.:,1tion.1I 
Centre. but copies of the,l' had ,1lrl•,1dy ht>l'll 
smuggled out of Iran ,1ncl ,,Pr<' givPn \\idt' 
currency in Bah,1 'i publitit)· rc>IC'.i,e~. 

30. Akhavi . pp .80-8:- . 

31 . See particularly Fred H,1llid.w. Iran : . 
Dictatorship and Oe1·C'lopmc>nr iPenguin 
Books. 19791, pp.38-172 . 

•• u• •••~w ... .,/•:••-· 

! . -~~-~ 

. .. _ .. . _ .... , . 

~.,,_,. ......... ,,. .. ., .... --·-
...__ .. , .... .--.,,, .. ..._ ... _ .. .,_ ..... .... ---- _,. __ . ..,._..,.,_ ... , 
__ ..,._., .... .. . . J- .... \-- -• -·' .. "" ~· -•,'• ~;.~. , 
~ J •",,. 

•"'-v 'J .,: •,- J._ J J'--1W. '.JI...,-~'~', 
.. , ..... , .i. .. .JJ,-..,..-- ........ e--"-.J 1,.J....,_, .. ' .. 
.-J J •,L J,,.,... •" ~ ,,, ' 1 •~,/.., ~-~ \li.-L J •,L 
._,_,,.,.t.,.L 'r • / ..L • ' _r' 11f~ ' r;...,:L._c.:.,,,__;14 • .,', 
.,..-,1. •...,....~ -•,• L.J_, ... _., · • .,.... ' . .,..--'""-I 

[

.t~ • .. •, Jt-'""--•,,_~1, •- .. •J'-• ' LJ, ' t•'• I 
-,., •. ,1 

• I _4.I - ':_:_- =· ~ ·. -~~:L-.:.., _: ' .. ~ 

_,, ._ , . •r <· 

32 . Ibid, pp.:-IVJ0 

31 . J,11111', Alh,111 Bill h.is (l10\'icl1 •d ,1 Sl ',1rl h­
ing ,o< iologi< ,11 an,1I1·,ts oi the dft•< t, oi th" 
dc•vl'lopnwnt: Th,· l'ol,cin of /rJn ,(h.irl1·, [. 
i\lPrrdl l'ul>lt,h,11g. Columbu, , Ohio, l'J7::! 1. 

3-1 . St•t' Kl'cld11•. pp.18.1-230. 

35. lk< ,llN' vi"t, lw l't'r,i,111 ll,1h,1 '" to th1· 
L'n11,•cl St,111•, \\'l ' ll' hi•1ng mi,r1: 1m·,1•ntl'cl hy 
l~l.111111 i,1n,1t11 , . thl' Gu,1rd1,111 of tlw !,11th 
n.•qut•,tt•d that tlw,1· no.t t.il..l • pl,H l' . At -
lOrd111gh-. \\hc •n 11 h1·1,11111• nt'l<''-S,11\ for 1lw 
Sh,111 ·, 1wr,on.1I plw,1l 1,111 , Or. A,,1d1 . to 
,11 l omp.1m· tlw rul, ·r on .i St.ill · , ·,~ it. it "''" 
lll'l l',,,11\· for h1111 f1r,t tu"'' urt• tlw ,1ppro,·,1I oi 
till' Cu,1,cli.111 . ~1111 ,. lw "•" h1m"·li ,1 nwmlwr 
of till' i,11th . Tlw 1wrm",ion \\ ,1, fl•,1cld\' 
a,, orcll·cl . ,im t' till' rt ·qu,·,t from tlw Sh.,h h,1ct 
till' l h.ir,1rt1·r oi .in oii1< i.1I orclt•r . • rn~t tlw 
Ctr,1rd1,111 pointt•cl out th,11 ~uh,rn,"on to it 
rC'pr(•,t•ll!C'cl no mon· th.111 an <1( l of l l\'il 
olwdit'nt l ' . l lw 1111pl1< ,111011 "a, not. ho\\• 
C'\ ,•r. lo,t on tiw mon,lrl h. 

3h. Bill. p.bl . 

37. It i, r1•n•,1lrnl! th.it Hon•1d,1', brotlwr. 
F<'n•,·cloun Ho,c•1cl,1. fornwril thf' Sh,1h ·, 
r(' (Hl', l'l11,lli\'t' ,11 th,• Un,tt'd :--.:.1tion,. 111,,kl', 
no rt.>ft•rem c• to tlw B,1h,1 'i < onIwrtIon •Or 
ind,•t•d to tlw ('"ql'I1l't' oi th<' B.ih.i 'i F.11th or 
rommunil\ · in hi, rl'c C'nt book Thi · Fall or rhc> 
ShJh 1~p" York 1 ')80 . Thl' hool.. i,; c>»,•nt,.1I11 
an .mac!.. on thl' author', iorriwr 111,1>tc>r ,111d ,in 

The document at left. published on 9 
June 1980 in "f-.lujahid ", one oi the 
dailies oi Iran . clearl\· indicates th,1t 
Tablighat-i-lslami . the Societv for the 
Prop~g,1tion of Islam, was supported b\· 
the Shah 's secret police. S.-W-\1\. in its 
anti-Baha 'i acti\·itiP,. This Soc iety has 
spearheaded anivitie~ against the Saha ·,~ 
for m,rn\· \ ·ears. and 1110,t oi tht> pre~ent 
difficultiC's fac ing the 8,1h,1 'is of lr,rn are a 
direu result oi actions by this group. 

To: The Director of SAV.-\t-.: 

From: Third Bureau 3-t1 
l\:o. 3-tl/1950 
D,1te: 27 .8 .1351 A .H . 
1Noveml1C'r. 197"2 1 

1SECRET: 

Subject: Anjuman-i-Tablighat-i-lslami 

The lw,1d oi .-\njum,111-i-T,1blil!.h,1t-i-l,l,1111i 
in th C' c,1pi1 ,,I h .1> n •qut>~1,.'c1 .,,ci i, o m 
SA\'.-\K to att,Hk thl' B,1h ,1' i~ in ,1 

s,•,tp111,1til I\ ,1r. \ \ '(' COn\'l'\ ' tlw r(•quest oi 
thl' ,1ho, c•-111Pnt1011C'ci Soc,l' t, . • 111d rl' ­
qu,•q vou to ~et 111 touch \\tlh .111 tlw 
.11!.l'llh of th,1t Sot iPt\' 111 , ·o Lrr ,11(•,1 . ,111d 
n;,,1..t• tlll'm und,•rq,111d th.it tlw1r 
artl\·itie, in th,~ rP~(H'Ct mu,1 n o t lw till' 
c,1u~e oi (HO\'OC,11I011 ,rnd di,turb.1ntt• . 

1~1gm•ci · 
,\ luq,1dd,1111 

On lwh,1li oi thl' Oirl·dor-Cl·rwr,1I 
oi the Third Burc,1u 

Middle Ea,t Foru, ,\\,uch 1982 



, . .. .. : . J -
apologv for his brothl•r's political carec•r. 

38. focher. p .18i. 

39 . The ul.1111,1 wl• re. of cour,<' . fully aware' of 
lhl• f,1l,1ty of these rhJrg<', since thl'y h,1d 
them,l'IH•, p,1rticip,1tl'd in till' dr,1fting of tht• 
rq; inw·, d1,nim in,1tory lc•gi , l,1tion and in 
mon,tonng 11' l'nfortemenl. 

40. Tlw B.1h,1 'i lnt C' rn,llion,1I Community 
prep.11,•d ,111 ('\tl'll,I\ l' do»il'r of photOl opic~ 
ot thl' documents rC'l,lt('d to thi', ,ind othC'r 
,bpc·c t, or tlw 1wr,Prut1on of th<' B,1h,1 'i 
ron1111unItY undc•r the 1',1hl.w1s . .ind oifr•,l•d it 
to ,\Ir. \i,111,our F.1rh.1ng. thl'n th<' Rl'p­
rl•,1•nt.1ti\<' of thl' l,l.1mir Republic of lr.1n to 
thl• U111tl'd \:,1tion,. in ,1 I€'tt <' r dJtl'd lul\' -: , 
1980. A compl<'t<' ,t•t oi thC',e docunwnt>. 
both photo,t ,1t, of the origin,1ls ,1nd [ngli,h 
tr,111,l,1tion, . w,i,- ,uh,c•quc·ntll· sent lw the 
N,1tion.1I .\,sc•mbh- of till' B,1h,1 'i communit1· of 
the L'n1tl'd St,1tt>, to /'.Ir. Ali Agh.i . tlwn 
A111b.1,,,1dor of the I,lamic Rl'publ1c of lr,111 to 
th<' LIn itt' d St,ll t', . The don111wnt, arc• 
J\',1il,1bl,, ior ,tud\ by qu,1liiied ,chol.:irs at the 

,\\ideile East Fows March 1982 

libr,11)' of the• B,1h,i'i lnternation,1I Communitv, 
Suit €' 444 , 8(,b UN Pl.iz,1, New York, N .Y. 
1001 i, U.S.A. 

41. Muh,1mm,1d Rez,tPahl,wi , in a Sf)('('C'h of 
M.irc h 2. 19i 5, puhli, llt'd hy the i\·l1111stry of 
lnformJtion and Tourism, and nted by 
Hallid,11·, p . -18, (it,1lics adclc•dl. 

42 . Tlw community adopted the• sam<' 
,1tt1Iuck when c.1lll'd upon by thl' bl,1mil 
r('\ 'OlutlOll,11)' rc·g,me to V0t<' 011 ii onP•Option 
b.1llot for thl' nl•w Constitution creatl'cl by the 
mull,1hs. 

43 . Thl' iound1ng of this organizJtion. is 
,1ttributed h\' H.1111id Alg.ir, to a Dr. At,1 All,1 
Shiah,1hipur (£nq·clop<'dia, p .1b(,! . Its 
ostc•ns Iblt• purpo,<' wa, to sern' th e 
prop.ig.ition of the l,lami( faith by m<',1ns of 
boo!-.,. tract,. serm on,; and 1wnodicab. but the• 
largest part of its polemical litc•ralure was 
dpvotcd to what Professor Algar cJlb " the 
refutation of Baha 'ism ". TodJy, thl' organ­
ization is on<.' of the principal power centre~ in 
the Islamic r<.'gime, a position which it has 

usNI to ~f1<',1rh(•,1d tlw eurrc•nt p(•rse•cutIon of 
lh <' Irani.in B,1h,1'1 community in the· same 
fashion .1s it formerly us(•d Ib rc•IJt1omh1p with 
SAV,\K. 

4-1 . Shorth .1ft(•r lhP bl.1mit Rt•volulion 
oc turl('d, lht.• lt·,Hl<·r, of thl· l .ihligh.1t-1-l,lam1. 
th1 •11 promirwnt f1gurt·, 111 th<· new Islamic 
J)O\\f 'r ,truuur<' . \1·1·rc· 1•mb,1rr.1,,t·d by the• 
publ1( ,Ilion in tlw orpo"t1on n1'\\',pJp1.·r 
/\to1,1hc·cl of do( unwnb irom SA\'AK f1lt·s 
cxpo>1n~ it, ( lo,<· tollJhor.1t1on with tht• 
inf,1111ou, "Third Bun•Ju ··. •,t·e illu,tr.1t1on this 
f).lg( •I 

4 5. f 1>< hl·r ~tat(•, that . wh c•n tht· . ~ummer's 
effort , to tr!',1t1 · d1vl'r,ion~ failed . the• rt'gime 
" pJnckrl'd to tht· all1 •ga11on th.it the Shah 
rc-li(•d P\C<'~~ivt·h- on Bah,1'15" Jnd d1smissc·d 
the>"' .1n promin.(•nt po~it,o n~. In( luding his 
own physic1.1n •p.198:. 

46 . 'Abdu 'I-Baha. Sc·cr€'1 of Oi1·in<.' Cil'ilization 
1B.:th,i'i , \\'ilmetll' . Illinois. 795; ,. p.116. 
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BAH/l:I OFFICE of PublicAffairs 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 /312-869-9039 

AN UPDATE ON THE PERSECUTION OF THE BAHA'IS IN IRAN 

Since the 1979 revolution in Iran, members of the 300,000-member Baha'i religious 
minority there have been subject to a ceaseless storm of systematic and officially­
sanctioned persecution. It's national leadership has twice been decimated-- four­
teen national leaders have disappeared and eight have been executed. 

Local Baha'i leaders account for most of the 107 Baha'is who have been assassinated 
or executed. Baha'i hol_y places, properties, and cemeteries have been confiscated 
or destroyed. Hundreds of Baha'is have been dismissed from their jobs or deprived 
of their business and trade licenses. No child of Baha'i parentage has been al­
lowed to register for school at any level. The highlights of these and other per­
sistent attacks on Iran's beleaguered Baha'i community make it clear that govern­
ment authorities intend to pursue to its grim conclusion, their avowed campaign to 
eliminate the Baha'i Faith from Iran. 

Summary Executions and Arres ts 

• Executed on December 27, 1981, in Tehran, were eight of the nine men and women 
of Iran's Baha'i National Assembly, the elected governing body for the Iranian 
Baha'i community. The secret executions came two weeks af t er their summary 
arrests. There were no charges, no trials and no notification of family members. 
Fourteen months earlier the entire membership of the National Assembly had been 
abducted and had disappeared. 

• Executed on January 4, 1982, in Tehran, were six of the nine members of the 
Tehran Baha'i Local Assembly. Executed with the six local leaders was the 
woman at whose home they were meeting when summarily arrested. Again, the 
executions were carried out in secret without charges, trials, or notification 
of kin. 

• Executed secretly on February 26 and 28, 1982, were two Baha'is, one in Babu'l­
Sar, the other in Tehran. There were no charges, trials o_r notification of 
family members. 

• Killed in April 1982 were three more Baha' is. in various parts. of Iran. A man was 
assassinated in his home in the early part of the month by revolutionary guards. 
Another was executed by firing squad in Urumiyyih 'on April 12 after intense 
pressure failed to force the man to deny his faith. On April 29.., a Baha'i was 
hanged in Mashhad by order of the revolutionary court. As reported in Kayhan, 
a Tehran daily newspaper, he was convicted of heresy, a crime punishable by 
death. · 

• Five more Baha'is were put to death in the first part of May 1982. Two men and 
a woman, local Ba h a 'i a s sembly members in Karaj, were executed by firing squa d 
on May 8. Also in early May, two members of the local Baha'i assembly in 
Urumiyyih, were executed by firing squad, 

• To date, 107 Baha'is are known to have been executed or assassinated; and 
some · 200 Baha'is are known to be still languishing in Iran's prisons-- many 
for more than a year-- without any formal charges following their summary arrests. 

-over-
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Intimidation to Induce Recantation of Faith 

• All the Baha'is of Hisar village in the province of Khurasan have been forced 
to f l ee their homes to Mashhad, the provincial capital. All Baha'is in the 
village of Saysan near Tabriz have been given a month to convert to Islam or 
face grave consequences. Scores of Baha'is' home s have been confisca ted, looted 
and, in many cases, destroyed in Birjand, Shiraz, Ardikan, Yazd, and other towns. 

Destruction of Baha'i Holy Places and Cemeteries 

• The November 1981 demolition of the house of the prophet-founder of the Baha'i 
Faith in Takur was one of many such actions of destruction of Baha'i properties, 
holy places, and cemeteries. In 1979, the holiest Baha'i shrine in Iran, the 
House of the Bab, was demolished. 

Dismissals From Jobs and Revocation of Passports 

• Scores of Baha'is have been dismissed from their jobs or have been deprived of 
their business and trade licenses for as long as they refuse to recant their 
faith. In a recent government memo marked "very confidential-urgent," consular 
officials all over the world have been instructed to collect the names of all 
Baha'is residing outside Iran. Their passports have been r evoked, and they 
will only be issued travel documents permitting their return to Iran. 

Denial of Educational Opportunities 

• In September 1981, school authorities in Iran carefully scrutinized students' 
religion and refused to register Baha'i children for classes, A Ministry of 
Education document published in the September 30, 1981, edition of Kayhan, 
decreed that professors and students alike are barred from Iran's universities 
if they are members of "the misled and misguided sect," terms often used by 
authorities to describe the Baha'i religion. 

15 May 1982 



The error Facing the ahais 
Firuz Kazemzadeh . · .: · 

, ., ' ) .J!' 
~ ·. , / ..... 

The threat of genocide hangs over the • 
Bahais of Iran. Since 1979 more than 
110 men and women, most of them 
leaders of the Bahai community, have , 
been put to death. Hundreds have been 
jailed. Some have been abducted and · 
never heard from again. Thousands 
have been made homeless. Retired 
government employees. have lost their 
pensions. Teachers have been fired. 
Children have been denied public educa­
tion and some have been· kidnapped and 
placed in Muslim homes where they. 
could be compelled to embrace Islam. 
Property has been confiscated. Bahai 
shrines have been demolished. 

There are reasons to think that all of 
this is part of a systematic effort to· 
for.cc the four or five hundred thousand 
Iranian Bahais to recant their faith. 
Should the effort fail, tens or even hun­
dreds of thousands could be massacred. · 

The West is largely unaware of the 
peril in which the Iranian Bahai com­

. munity, in spite of its law-abiding and 

. nonpolitical character, finds itself. 
Neither the fury of the mullahs nor the 
nature of the Bahai religion is well 
understood here. Thus a situation may 
arise in which mass murder could once 
again be committed without the world's 
taking notice. 

The Ir~nia~ revolution occurr~d un~er 
the banner of Islam. The crowds that . 
challenged the monarchy in the streets 
were led by a coalition of Westernized 
intellectuals and the clergy, but it was 

1

-- e c ergy w -o playeaDfe aomman role 
and fashioned the new regime. There­
fore it is not surprising that the consti- _ 
tution of the Islamic Republic, its edu­
cational and social policies, its treatment 
of religious minorities .and of women, 
and its view of the world beyond Iran's 
borders should have been heavily influ­
enced by the beliefs and attitudes of the 
radically conservative, activist elements 
among the mullahs. 

Once in control of state power, the 
clergy initiated measures to turn Iran 
into the ·utopia of their dreams. In the 
clerical republic only the ayatollahs 
would think and decide, the rest would 
practice taqlid (imitation), walking in 
the footsteps of stern, turbaned gurus. 
In the clerical republic there would be 

no foreign influences, no Western litera­
ture or music, and even Persian classical 
poets tainted with free thought would be 
censored. Women would know their 
place; and religious minorities-Zoroas­
trians, Christians, Jews-would live, as 
they had lived for centur!9S, isolated, 
restricted, ·and disdained. Of course, in 
the clerical republic there would be no . 
room for Bahais, hated as renegades 
and unprotected by the Koranic injunc­
tion to tolerate Christians and Jews. 

The Shiite clergy's hatred of the 
Bahai faith goes back to the very incep- . 
tion of the new religion. For. a thousand 
years the majority of Shiites had waited 
for the advent of the twelfth Imam, de­
scendant and successor of the ·Prophet 
Muhammad, who, according to tradi­
tion, had mysteriously disappeared in 
AH 260. A thousand lunar years later, 
in AH 1260 (AD 1844) a young merchant 
of Shiraz, Sayyid Ali Muhammad, pro­
claimed himself the Bab, the gate to the 
Hidden Imam. The Bab rapidly gained a 
number· of devoted followers, many of .. 
them mullahs. 

' · 

As the mission· of the Bab·evolved, · he 
declared to .his disciples that he was not 
merely the gate but the Hidden Imam 
himself and that his role was that of a 
prophet and the heral_d of one whom 
God shall manifest, a messenger who 
would fulfill ancient prophecies and bring 
about righteousness on earth. 

The Bab's teachings were a radical 
departure from the literalist fundamen­
talist interpretations of Islam. The Shiite 
clergy could neither tolerate the rejec­
tion of its theology, nor could it permit 
crilTcism of itself as an msfitut~ · 
Faced with the rapid spread of the Babi 
movement, the clergy induced the gov­
ernment to crush what it saw as a per­
nicious and dangerous heresy. The Bab 
was executed in Tabriz in 1850, and in 

l1he next few years thousands of Babis 
_were put to death. By the end of 1852 
the mullahs and the government felt cer­
tain that the danger had passed . A ma­
jority of the Babis were dead. A few 
were exiled abroad. The remnant were 
dispirited and inactive. 

The situation changed drastically in 
the next decade. A leading disciple of 
the Bab, Mirza Husayn Ali, known as 
Baha'u'llah, proclaimed himself the 
messenger foretold by the Bab. Most of 
the surviving Babis accepted the claim 



and became Bahais, followers of the 
new religion, the Bahai faith. 

Exiled first to Baghdad, the~ to Con­
stantinople and Adrionople, and finally, 
in 1867, to Acre in Ottoman Syria, 
Baha'u'llah died in 1892, leaving a body 1 

of writings his followers hold to be the 
equivalent of the Bible or the Koran. 
Baha'u'llah taught that God was un­
knowable in his essence but that his will 
was known through an unending succes­
sion of messengers among whom were 
Moses, Jesus, Zoroaster, and Muham­
mad. Each was a link in the chain of 
progressive revelation that provided the 
spiritual impetus for the development of 
humanity. Man had a twofold destiny: 
inwardly he must engage in a never­
ending quest for divine qualities, · while 
his life in society must be dedicated to 
the advancement of civilization. 

The Bahai faith shared with Islam 
belief in God, the immortal soul, revela­
tion, and the prophetic station of 
Muhammad. However, it interpreted 
traditional eschatological notions as 
allegories, and it abolished or drastically 
modified Islamic law. While the prohibi­
tion of alcohol remained, polygamy, 
holy war, ritual purity, and hundreds of 
rules governing personal and social con­
duct, elaborated over the centuries by 
learned interpreters of the scriptures, 
were set aside. Last but not least, the 
Bahais had no clergy, each individual 
being enjoined . independently to investi­
gate religious truth and the community 
being entrusted to elective governing · 
bodies. 

As the numbers of its adherents in­
creased, the Bahai community became a 
cross section of Iranian society. Within 
its ranks there were merchants, artisans, 
officials, workers, peasants, profes­
sionals, and even tribesmen. Strongly 
committed to education, the rights of 
women, and the work ethic, the Bahais 
tended to be better educated, more pros­
perous, and less provfricial than average 
Iranians .. They also developed a strong • 

, sense of solidarity and commitment, 
while keeping the door to their com­
munity wide open to those who wished · 
to join. 

Stung by what they quite correctly 
saw as a revival of the hated Babi move­
ment, the members of the clergy re­
sumed their assault. There were killings 
in I 896, in I 903, during the revolution 

· of 1906-1911, and there have been occa­
_sional outbreaks since. However, mod­
ernization was gradually changing the 
mental climate among the Iranian elite. 
The influence of religion declined, open­
ing the way to secularism, nationalism, 
and communism. During the reign of 
Reza Shah (1925-1941) the clergy lost 
much of its . economic and all of its 
political power. To preserve their hold 
on the mass~s and to restore their· in­
fluence on the educated, the mullahs 
needed a scapegoat that could be 
blamed for the decline of Islam and for 
all the ills that beset a rapidly changing 
society experiencing the full force of 
Westernization. 

Reza Shah felt no sympathy for the 
Bahais. He closed their schools, forbade 
the publication of their literature, and 
periodically subjected them to gen_eral 
harassment, but he did not permit them 
to be massacred. The clergy had to find 
new means of struggle. As early as 1938 
a group of mullahs in Mashhad, a holy 
city in eastern Iran, concocted what pur­
ported to be a Persian translation of the 
memoirs of Prince "Dalqurki," presum-

l ably Dolgorukov, who had served as 
j Russian minister in Iran. "Dalqurki" 

tells 01 oemg sent w uan 111 1 o'+'+ uy 
Tsar Alexander II (who was not to as­
cend the throne for another eleven 
years, but the mullahs were not good at 
Russian history) to weaken the country 
by destroying Islam. "Dalqurki" boasts 
of having been the true founder of the 
Babi religion. 

This crude fabrication with its blatant 
appeal to the new Iranian nationalism 
was rejected even by known antagonists 
of the Bahai faith, such as the historian 
Ahmad Kasravi, as well as by Mojtaba 
Minovi and other less partisan scholars. 
Yet "Dalqurki's" memoirs entered the 
mainstream of Iranian thought. To this 
day most Iranian intellectuals take that 
illiterate forgery for an authentic docu­
ment explaining the origins of a faith of 
which they are otherwise surprisingly ig­
norant. 

At about the same time in the USSR 
an lranist, M.S. Ivanov, in his book 
The Babi Uprisings in Iran, advanced 
the thesis that whereas ·· the religion of 
the Bab was a revolutionary attempt by 
the Iranian bourgeoisie to resist Western 
commercial penetration, the Bahai faith, 
with its emphasis on universal peace, 
world government, tolerance, and non­
violence, represented cosmopolitanism 
and surrender to the forces of foreign 
imperialism. Echoes of this view, sup­
ported by the most flimsy evidence and 
reflecting siinple~minded Marxism at its 
lowest intellectual level, can be heard in 
the works of some European and Amer­
ican writers, including Roots of Revolu­
tion, the recently published history of 
modern Iran by Nikki Keddie. 

. After 1953, with the cooperation of 
SA VAK, the political police, there arose 
clerically inspired organizations such as 
Tabliqat-e Eslami (Islamic Propaganda) 
dedicated primarily to slandering the 
Bahai faith, disrupting Bahai meetings, 
_?.nd attacking individual Bahais. These 
organizations disseminated rumors link- · 
ing the Bahais to everything that could 
be perceived as har_mful to the interests 
of the people. Denied freedom to reply, 
the Bahais could not disprove allega­
tions made against them. 

The establishment of the Islamic Re­
public made it seem possible for the 
clerical extremists to carry out a final 
solution of the Bahai question. There 
began a systematic campaign of terror 
against the leadership of the Bahai com­
munity. In August 1980 the National 
Spiritual Assembly, governing body of 
the Bahais of Iran, was abducted and 
disappeared without a trace. Eight of 
the nine members of the new Assembly 
that succeeded the earlier one were exe­
cuted on December 27, 1981. 

The campaign against the Bahais was 
carried abroad. Appearing on . "The 
MacNeill-Lehrer Report,'' a supporter 
of the new regime, later its chief 
delegate to the UN, referred to the 
rumors of Bahai cooperation with the 

. SA VAK. Three years later, now a 
fugitive in the United States, he repudi­
ated every allegation made against the . 
Iranian Bahais. In a letter to an Ameri­
can friend he wrote that "the Iranian 
Bahais are the only people whose perse­
cution, which includes confiscation or 
destruction of property as well as sum-

vated solely by fascistic aggression 
without any provocation whatsoever." 

Y ct the damage has been done. Doubt 
has been planted in many minds. The 
limit of irrationality was reached by a 
certain Robert Dreyfuss in a grotesque 
pamphlet that turned Khomeini himself 
into a secret ally of the Bahais. In his 
Among the Believers V.S. Naipaul, 
writing out of an abundance of igno­
rance, delivered himself of a few vacu­
ous remarks about the Bahai faith. Per­
haps Naipaul could claim poetic license. 
After all, he was only expressing his 
feelings. Professor H. R. Trevor-Roper 
has no such excuse. Commenting on 
Naipaul's travelogue in The New York 
Review, I he mentions the Bahai heresy 
which "has its temple in Haifa, and has 
established itself, like other deviant 
cults, in California." The application to 
the Bahai faith of terms such as 
"heresy" and "cult" may be a matter 
of opinion, but the mention of Cali­
fornia clearly expresses disdain for a 
movement that would establish itself in 
such a sordid place and suggests a kin­
ship with unsavory groups. It may come, 
as a _surprise to Trevor-Roper that there 
is no Bahai temple in Haifa and that the 
American state with the largest Bahai 
population is South Carolina. 

Yet information on the history and 
the teachings of the Bahai faith is easily 
available. Already in the nineteenth cen­
tury there appeared in Europe books by 
Gobineau, Kazembek, Tumanskii, and 
Browne. Since then the literature has ex- · 
panded and now includes studies by 
Balyuzi, Taherzadeh, and Bausani. 2 

Some perceive -a secularization of 
religion in the Bahai commitment to the 
unity of mankind, world peace and 
world government, the harmony of reli­
gion and science, universal education, 
the equality of the sexes, the abolition 
of extremes of poverty and wealth. 
Bahais see in these principles a contem­
porary expression of the externally valid 
quest for the brotherhood of man. That 
their beliefs, aspirations, and actions are 
frequently misunderstood and at times 
misrepresented is the result of a century 
of oppression in the country where the 
faith was born, of malice on the part of 
some and of iinorance on the part of 
others. 

Perhaps the horrors that are being 
perpetrated against the Iranian Bahais 
will lead to a clearer understanding of ·· 
the Bahais and their beliefs. 0 

1November 5, 1981. 
2 Joseph Arthur comte de Gobineau, Les 
religiones et !es philosophies dans l'Asie 
centrale (Paris, 1865); A.K. Kazembek, 
Bab i babidy (St. Petersburg, 1865); A. 
Tumanskii, trans. and ed., "Kitab al­
Aqdas," in Zapiski lmperatorskoi 
Akademii Nauk (St . Petersburg, 1&99); 
E.G. Browne, trans. and ed., A 
Traveller's Narrative written to illustrate 
the Episode of the : Bab (Cambridge, 
1891); and The Tarikh-i-Jadid (Cam­
bridge, 1893). H.M. Balyuzi, Baha'u'llah · 
(Baha'i, Willmette, Ill., 1980); A. Ta­
herzadeh, The Revelation of Baha'u'llah 
(2 vols., Baha'i, Wilmette, Ill., 1974, 
1977); A- Bausani, Persia religiosa da 
Zaratustra a Baha 'u 'llah (Milan, 19.59). 
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July-October 1981 

Recent events in Iran compellingly testify to the fact that the government's 
campaign of persecution against the country's 300,000 Baha 1 {s is motivated 
solely by religious intolerance. Even at a time when the government is 
facing widespread disaffection, the authorities are continuing to pursue 
with unabated vigour their campaign to eradicate the Baha 1 { minority, whose 
members pose no threat at all to the regime. Indeed, during the months 
since June 1981, the campaign against the Baha'is has been intensified in 
most parts of Iran. 

Having accomplished the confiscation or destruction of Baha'i holy places 
and Baha 1 { community properties and financial assets in Iran, the author­
ities have recently concentrated their activities upon the remaining two 
stages of their systematic thre~point plan for the annihilation of the 
Iranian Baha 1 { community - namely, the arrest and execution of prominent 
Baha 1 {s, and the intimidation of the rank and file of believers to force 
them to recant their faith. 

Summary executions 

Between 26th JUly and 11th September, 18 Baha•{s were executed by firing 
squad after summary trials on spurious charges. seven of the condemned 
men had already been held in prison for periods in excess of one year. 

, I 
All 18 were prominent and respected members of the Baha'i community. 

The total number of Baha 1 {s killed for their religious beliefs since the 
start of the Islamic Revolution now stands at 81. (A full list is en­
closed at page 8). Almost all of them were either elected members of 
local Baha'1 f. administrative institutions or appointed officers of the 
Faith. 

Following a storm of international protest over the treatment of the 
Baha•{s, the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, on 1st August 1981, 
issued a categorical denial that any Baha•{ had been executed in Iran 
because of his religion. Thereafter, although the executions continued, 
attempts were made by the authorities to conceal the fact that the victims 
were Baha•{s. The families of the condemned men received no warning of 
their imminent deaths, and no official announcements were made concerning 
the executions. 

Summary arrests 

A wave of summary arrests during JUly and August resulted in the imprison-
• , I 

ment without charges of over 40 Baha'is, several of whom were subsequently 
executed. FUrther arrests in October led to the detention of over 50 more 
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believers, including at least ten women and also eight children, ranging in 
age from two months to 15 years. 

summary arrests of Baha'is are taking place with such frequency that it is 
impossible to compile a definitive, up-to-date list of the victims. It is 
conservatively estimated, however, that at least 150 Baha'is are currently 
in detention - many of them having been held without charges for over a year. 
The overwhelming majority of the prisoners may be described as "prominent 
Baha'is", and it is feared that they may soon share the fate of their 
executed fellow-believers. 

still unknown is the fate of a further fourteen distinguished Baha'is 
(including all nine members of the national administrative council of the 
Baha'i Faith in Iran) who were either kidnapped or who disappeared following 
their arrest. 

Confiscation of personal property 

The months July to October 1981 witnessed large-scale confiscations of pro-
, I ' I . perty belonging to Baha'is. Many Baha 1 1s were ordered to leave their homes, 

which were first looted then occupied. In numerous towns and villages, 
revolutionary guards carried out late-night raids on Baha'i homes, terroris­
ing the occupants and making off with furniture, cash and other personal 
property. The most frequent targets for attacks were the homes of members 
of local Baha'i administrative institutions, whose books and papers were 
invariably confiscated. Following a raid on the home of a prominent believer 
in Teheran, the authorities falsely listed "armaments" and "drugs" on the 
inventory of the contents they found there. 

A new and growing trend in recent months has been the confiscation of the 
movable and immovable properties of executed Baha'is, despite the fact that 
the judgements against them contained no orders for confiscation. Baha'i 
widows and their children have thus been deprived of their homes. In ad­
dition, extremist Muslim groups have harassed and abused bereaved families, 
demanding that the properties not only of executed Baha'is but also of their 
near relatives be handed over to various newly-created Islamic religious 
foundations. 

Physical intimidation to induce recantation 

Baha'i communities in the rural areas were the principal targets of the 
renewed campaign of intimidation. Hundreds of Baha'is were threatened, 
beaten and driven from their homes and villages. others were subjected to 
barbaric cruelties to force them to embrace Islam. In the village of Vadiqan, 
near Kashan, the Baha'is were herded into a stable into which smoke was fun­
nelled. When they were on the point of suffocation, they were taken to a 
nearby mosque and forced to recant their faith. In the village of RUstaq, 
near Yazd, the Baha'is were loaded into hydraulic-lift trucks, driven to a 
mosque, dumped outside, and forced to recant. 
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Abduction of young girls 

The following incidents, reported in JUly, clearly demonstrate that religious 
extremists in Iran are prepared to go to any lengths in order to "convert" 
Baha'is to Islam. 

In Kashan, a teenage Baha 1 { girl was abducted and, despite being under age, 
was forced into marriage with a Muslim. In the village of Balu, near 
Urumiyyih, a 14-year-old Baha'i girl was abducted from school by her Islamic 
religious instructor. Her distraught parents, who were denied any inform­
ation as to her whereabouts or her fate, were later informed in writing that 
she had converted to Islam and wanted nothing more to do with her family. 
An identical incident, this time involving a 13-year-old girl, took place 
in Musa-abad village near Teheran. In neither case have the parents been 
allowed to see or communicate with their daughters, and their appeals to 
the secular authorities and religious courts have proved fruitless. 

On 1st August 1981, the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs was quoted by 
Reuters press agency as flatly denying that any abductions had taken place 
at all. (A letter from the father of one of the abducted girls in res­
ponse to this denial is appended at page 10). 

Denial of education and vocational training 

, I 
Throughout the entire Iranian education system, Baha'i schoolchildren are 
being subjected to constant harassment, coupled with indoctrination, to try 
to induce them to recant their faith. Many primary and secondary schools 
have introduced new registration forms which require that the applicant's 
religion be stated, and admission is refused to those who give their rel­
igion as Baha I{. 

In the field of higher education, the pressure upon Baha 1 { students has 
increased daily. Baha 1 { nurses, after completing their training, have been 
denied their diplomas, and the authorities have demanded that they repay the 
money spent on their training. students who received scholarships have been 
forced to repay the money to the government. By order of the Ministry of 
Education, a young Baha'i student in her sixth and final year at the Isfahan 
Medical School, and other Baha'i students at the University of Isfahan, were 
expelled because of their religion. 

In August 1981, the Ministry of Education issued a directive stating that 
permission to send foreign exchange to Iranian students overseas would be 
granted only to the followers of the officially recognized religions of 
Iran - a ruling which has effectively cut off the funds required by Baha'i 
students abroad to complete their education. 

In a recent decree, the text of_which was published in the daily newspaper 
Kayhan on 30th September 1981, the Ministry of Education listed various crimes 
which barred professors and students from being employed by or admitted to 
universities in Iran. one of the "crimes" listed in this decree is member-
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ship in what the text describes as "the misled and heretical sect" - i.e. 
membership in the Baha'i Faith. 

Deprivation of means of livelihood 

The inclusion of Baha'i teachers, as well as students, in the aforementioned 
decree represents a further step in the government's campaign to deprive 
Baha'is of employment in both the public and private sectors. During recent 
months, this long-standing campaign has proceeded without pause. Large 
numbers of Baha'is have been dismissed from their jobs solely on account of 
their religion. A large proportion of the dismissal notices contained the 
provision that the individual's job would be restored to him if he would 
publicly recant his faith. (Typical dismissal order appended at page 18). 

In one province, the business licences of all Baha'i traders were withdrawn 
and their shops closed down. 

Increasing scale of persecution 

The case of the Baha'i traders cited above is illustrative of a disturbing 
new trend - namely, the introduction by the authorities of measures which 
are not only directed exclusively at Baha'is but which also apply indis­
criminately to all Baha'is. such measures, which lay the way open for 
systematic attacks on a vast scale, are further evidence of the fact that 
the Iranian Baha'is are being persecu!ted solely because of their religious 
affiliation. 

An ominous new development under this heading was reported by Voice of 
America in its Persian language programme on 20th October 1981: 

"A report from Teheran says Iran's Central Revolutionary Conunittee 
is planning a new campaign to round up members of the Baha'i Faith. 
The Baha'is reportedly will be arrested on the grounds that their 
marriages are illegal and their children illegitimate, since Iran 
does not recognize the Baha'i Faith." 

Action by the Iranian government against the members of the Baha'i community . , I 
has now been extended to encompass Iranian Baha'is in every part of the 
world. In a letter dated 12th August 1981 (full text enclosed at page 12), 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs instructed its consular representatives in 
foreign countries to prepare and send to Iran a list of all Baha'is residing 
within their jurisdiction, and further directed that the passports of those 
listed should not be renewed. 

The effect of this directive has been to render extremely precarious the 
• , I 

status and future of the many thousands of Iranian Baha'is who are currently 
residing outside Iran. 
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International reaction to the persecution 

The international corranunity has continued to demonstrate its anxiety over 
the plight of the Baha'is in Iran. In a resolution dated 19th August 1981 
(its second on the Baha'i case), the Australian Parliament expressed its 
"grave concern" over the continued persecution. on 9th September 1981, the 
United Nations Sub-Corranission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protect­
ion of Minorities, meeting in Geneva, adopted its second resolution on the 
case, expressing its "profound concern" for the "perilous situation" facing 
the Baha'is in Iran. (Copies of the resolutions appear on pages 13 and 14 
respectively of this report). 

The response of the Iranian government to the repeated appeals of inter­
national bodies, national parliaments and Baha 1 { corranunities the world 
over has been a consistent denial that any Baha'i in Iran is being perse­
cuted because of his religion. The most recent official denial was con­
tained in a Note verbale dated 14th September 1981 from the Permanent 
Mission of Iran to the United Nations Office and other international 
organizations in Geneva. The full text i s appended at page 16 of this 
report. 

The ever-worsening plight of the Iranian Baha•{s has continued to attract 
world attention and sympathy, coupled with a growing awareness that the 
only hope for this innocent and defenceless minority lies in urgent inter­
national int ervention at the highest level. 
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Baha'fs killed in Iran since 1978 

Name Date Place Details 

1. Mr. Ahmad Isrna'ili 1978 Ahram Killed 
2. Mr. Diya'u'llah Haqiqat 12 Aug 1978 Jahrum Intentionally run over 

and killed by motor-
cycle 

3. Mr. Naw-Ruzi 27 Aug 1978 Shahmirzad Burned to death 
4. Mr. Akhavan-i-Kathiri 27 Aug 1978 Shahmirzad Burned to death 
5. Mr. Haj i-Muhammad I Azizi 10 Oct 1978 Khurmuj Beaten to death 
6. Mr. Hatam Ruzbihi Dec 1978 Buyr-Ahmad Killed by mobs 
7. Mr. Jan- ' Ali Ruzbihi Dec 1978 Buyr-Ahmad Killed by mobs 
8. Mr. Shir-Muhammad Pishdast Dec 1978 Buyr-Ahmad Killed by mobs 
9. Mr. Sifatu'llah Fahandizh 14 Dec 1978 Shiraz ) Killed by mobs 

10. Mrs. Fahandizh 14 Dec 1978 Shiraz ) (husband and wife) 
11. Mr. Parviz Afnani 22 Dec 1978 Miyan-Du'ab ) Killed by mobs and 
12. Mr. Khusraw Afnani 22 Dec 1978 Miyan-Du'ab ) their bodies burned 

(father and son) 
13. Mr. Ibrahim Ma'navi Early 1979 Hisar, Khurasan Killed 
14. Mr. Husayn Shakuri 2 Apr 1979 Ushnaviyyih Killed 
15. Mr. Bahar VUjdani 27 Sep 1979 Mahabad Executed 
16. Mr. 'Ali sattarzadih 28 Oct 1979 Bukan Killed 
17. Mr. 'Azamatu'llah Fahandizh 14 Dec 1979 Shiraz Executed 
18. Mr. Habibu'llah Panahi 4 Feb 1980 Urumiyyih Assassinated 
19. Mr. Ghulam-Husayn A'azami 6 May 1980 Teheran Executed 
20. Mr. Badi'u'llah Yazdani 6 May 1980 Teheran Executed 
21. Mr. 'Ali-Akbar Mu'ini 6 May 1980 Teheran Executed 
22. Mr. 'Ali-Akbar Khursandi 9 May 1980 Teheran Tortured and hanged 
23. Mr. Parviz Bayani 11 May 1980 Piranshahr Executed 
24. Mr. Mir-Asadu'llah Mukhtari 18 May 1980 Andrun, Birjand stoned to death 
25. Mr. Hasan Isma'ilzadih Jun 1980 sanandaj Killed 
26. Mr. Yusuf Subhani 27 Jun 1980 Teheran Executed 
27. Dr. Faramarz samandari 14 JUl 1980 Tabriz Executed 
28. Mr. Yadu'llah Astani 14 Jul 1980 Tabriz Executed 
29. Mr. 'Ali Dadash-Akbari 16 JUl 1980 Rasht Executed 
30. Mr. Yadu'llah Mahbubiyan 30 JUl 1980 Teheran Executed 
31. Mr. Dhabihu'llah Mu'mini 15 Aug 1980 Teheran Executed 
32. Mr. Nuru'llah Akhtar-Khavari 8 Sep 1980 Yazd Executed 
33. Mr. Mahmud Hasanzadih 8 Sep 1980 Yazd Executed 
34. Mr. 'Azizu'llah Dhabihiyan 8 Sep 1980 Yazd Executed 
35. Mr. Firaydun Faridani 8 Sep 1980 Yazd Executed 
36. Mr. 'Abdu'l-Vahhab Kazimi 8 Sep 1980 Yazd Executed 

Manshadi 
37. Mr. Jalal Mustaqim 8 Sep 1980 Yazd Executed 
38. Mr. 'Ali Mutahhari 8 Sep 1980 Yazd Executed 
39. Mr. Rida Firuzi 9 Nov 1980 Tabriz Executed 
40. Mr. Muhammad-Husayn Ma'sumi 23 Nov 1980 Nuk, Birjand ) Burned to death 
41. Mrs. Shikkar-Nisa Ma'sumi 23 Nov 1980 Nuk, Birjand ) (husband and wife) 
42. Mr. Bihruz sana'i 17 Dec 1980 Teheran EXecutea 
43. Dr. Manuchihr Hakim 12 Jan 1981 Teheran Assassinated 
44. Mr. Mihdi Anvari 17 Mar 1981 Shiraz Executed 
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Name Date Place Details 

45. Mr. Hidayatu'llah Dihqani 17 Mar 1981 Shiraz Executed 
46. Mrs. Nuraniyyih Yarshatir Apr 1981 Teheran Assassinated 
47. Mr. Yadu'llah Vahdat 30 Apr 1981 Shiraz Executed 
48. Mr. sattar Khushkhu 30 Apr 1981 Shiraz Executed 
49. Mr. Ihsanu'llah Mihdi-Zadih 30 Apr 1981 Shiraz Executed 
so. Mr. Suhrab (Muhammad) Habibi 14 JUn 1981 Ramadan Tortured & executed 
51. Mr. Husayn Khandil 14 JUn 1981 Ramadan Tortured & executed 
52. Mr. Tarazu'llah Khuzayn 14 JUn 1981 Ramadan Tortured & executed 
53. Dr. Firuz Na'imi 14 JUn 1981 Ramadan Tortured & executed 
54. Dr. Nasir vafa'i 14 JUn 1981 Ramadan Tortured & executed 
ss. Mr. Husayn MUtlaq 14 JUn 1981 Ramadan Tortured & executed 
56. Mr. suhayl (MUhammad-Baqir) 14 JUn 1981 Ramadan Tortured & executed 

Habibi 
57. Mr. Buzurg 'Alaviyan 23 JUn 1981 Teheran Executed 
58. Mr. Hashim Farnush 23 JUn 1981 Teheran Executed 
59. Mr. Farhang Mavaddat 23 JUn 1981 Teheran Executed 
60. Dr. Masih Farhangi 24 JUn 1981 Teheran Executed 
61. Mr. Badi'u'llah Farid 24 JUn 1981 Teheran Executed 
62. Mr. Yadu'llah PUstchi 24 JUn 1981 Teheran Executed 
63. Mr. Varqa Tibyaniyan (Tibyani) 24 Jun 1981 Teheran Executed 
64. Mr. Kamalu'd-Din Bakhtavar 26 Jul 1981 Mashhad Executed 
65. Mr. Ni'matu'llah Katib-pur 26 JUl 1981 Mashhad Executed 

shahidi 
66. Mr. Allah-Virdi Mithaqi 29 JUl 1981 Tabriz Executed 
67. Mr. Manuchihr Khadi'i 29 Jul 1981 Tabriz Executed 
68. Mr. 'Abdu'l-'Ali Asadyari 29 JUl 1981 Tabriz Executed 
69. Mr. Husayn Asadu'llah-Zadih 29 JUl 1981 Tabriz Executed 
70. Mr. Isma'il Zihtab 29 JUl 1981 Tabriz Executed 
71. Dr. Parviz Firuzi 29 JUl 1981 Tabriz Executed 
72. Mr. Mihdi Bahiri 29 JUl 1981 Tabriz Executed 
73. Mr. Habibu'llah Tahqiqi 29 JUl 1981 Tabriz Executed 
74. Dr. Masrur Dakhili 29 JUl 1981 Tabriz Executed 
75. Mr. Husayn :Rastigar-Namdar 5 Aug 1981 Teheran Executed 
76. Mr. Hahibu'llah 'Azizi 29 Aug 1981 Teheran Executed 
77. Mr. Bahman 'Atifi 11 Sep 1981 oarun, Isfahan Executed 
78. Mr. 'Izzat 'Atifi 11 Sep 1981 Darun, Isfahan Executed 
79. Mr. 'Ata'u'llah Rouhani 11 Sep 1981 Darun, Isfahan Executed 
80. Mr. Ahmad Ridvani 11 Sep 1981 Darun, Isfahan Executed 
81. Mr. Gushtasb Thahit :Rasik.h 11 Sep 1981 Darun, Isfahan Executed 

The above list updates the list previously published in Appendix II of the original 
report dated JUne 1981. 
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TRANSLATION. 

(To) His Excellency Mr. Ri.da 'Alavi, spokesman for the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamic Republic of Iran 

I respectfully subnit the following: 

Your statement about the abduction of the two wider age Baha'i girls, 
which was published in the daily newspaper Ettela'at, No. 16491, dated 12/5/60 
(2 August 1981), was read, and the undersigned, Mr. 'Ata'u'llah Aqdasi-Asl, 
father of Mitra Aqdasi, one of the two abducted girls, wishes to describe the 
event and to refute your statement. 

Enclosed are documents which list my complaints to the head of the Revo­
lutionary Court, to the Attorney General, and to the Director of the Department 
of Education, Branch 2 of Urumiyyih, and which include the following: 

My daughter did not return home after her final examinations on 
9/3/60 (29 May 1981). After much searching, it became evident 
that she had been taken away by Mrs. safiyyih Asadughli, the 
teacher of religious instruction, fran the village of Balu to 
the city of Urumiyyih. My daughter was later placed wider the 
charge of the governor of Urumiyyih. 

I have lawiched my complaints to all of the appropriate authorities, but 
wifortunately none of my appeals has been adequately answered. Instead, my 
daughter's birth certificate and school records have been forcibly taken away 
from me. I have not even been given permission to meet with my daughter. I 
have always insisted on preserving my family's honour. The only questions 
I have for you are the following: 

Do you consider this an act of Islamic justice? 

Do you think it is possible that my daughter, of her own volition, 
would wish to leave her own home, where no family difficulties or 
disha:cmony exist? 

Do you think that at her young age, and according to what I know 
of her intelligence, she is capable of studying religions and of 
choosing her own? suppose she is able to do so. IS it wrong for 
a girl, irrespective of her religious beliefs, to be wider the 
shadow and authority of her parents? 

Even if, for the sake of argument, I believed that my daughter 
quite suddenly decided to change her religion, why then is she 
not allowed to meet her own father, even in court? Why is she 
hidden fran her family? 

Even if, according to Islam, the age of maturity (for girls) is 
9 years old, can you find in the Constitution or in any other law 
of the country a clause which states that girls of 9 years of age 
and above are legally free to decide for themselves whether they 
may abolish the authority of their parents, and be legally -
powered to carry out transactions? 

Considering the above brief letter, I earnestly hope that the truth is 
now evident to you and that you will be kind enough to correct your statement. 

Enc: Three letters of complaint 
to the local authorities 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) 'Ata'u' llah Aqdasi-ASl 

Village of Balumhal, 
Nazluchay, Urumiyyih 
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TRANSLATION 

Office: 
No. 
Date 

THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Deputy for Educational and consular Affairs 
17/533-10/4462 
21/5/1360 (12 August 1981) 

strictly confidential - Urgent - Direct 

IN THE NAME OF HIM WHO IS EXALTED 

'_,.: • .,,.,_,,..,.--.!_,.:...;I•",-) v)-'"""' .1'.,;I .:,,I 

Circular letter to all representatives of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in foreign countries 

From the date of this circular letter, all representatives are required 
to carefully prepare a list of the names of all Baha•{s residing within 
their jurisdiction, and the names of anti-revolutionaries, especially 
the so-called students. These lists should be sent to us. Represent­
atives should also refrain from extending the passports of these indi­
viduals. Only laissez-passer documents may be issued to them. 

Deputy for Educational and consular Affairs 

(Signed) Javad Mansuri 
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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES 

HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES 

Daily Hansard 
WEDNESDAY, 19 AUGUST 1981 

That this House-
( I) expresses its grave concern over the persecution of the 

adherents of the Baha 'i fa ith in Iran by the regime of 
the Ayatollah Khomeini, and notes with alarm and ab­
horrence the continuing executions of Iranian Baha 'is 
purely on the grounds of their religious faith; 

(2) calls upon the Government of lrdn to release from 
custody those Baha 'is who have been unjustly 
detained, and to restore the holy places, properties, 
community centres and companies that have been 
confiscated; 

(3) commends the Australian Government for its assist • 
ance to Australian Baha'is in expressing their protest 
to the Iranian Government, and 

( 4) requests the Austrdlian Government to continue to 
lend its support to moves in international forums de­
signed to restore to the Iranian Baha 'is their freedom 
to live in peace and practice their religion in harmony 
with their fellow citizens of other faiths . 
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Dis tr. 
LIMITED 

UNITED NATIONS 

ECONOMIC 
AND 
SOCIAL COUNCIL 

E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.778 
2 September 1981 

Original: E;NGLISH 

- -· - ·--·--·--·----------
COMMISSION ON HUMAN HIUHTS 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of 

Discrimination and Protection 
of Minorities 

'rhirty-fourth ses:.,ion 
Agenda item 6 

QUESTION OF THE VIOIATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS 
INCLUDING POLICIES OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND SEGREGATION AND OF 
APAf{THEID, IN ALL COUNTRIES, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE '1'0 COLONIAL 
AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES: REPORT OF THE SUB­
COMMISSION UNDER COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS RESOLUTION 8 (XXIII) 

Draft resolution submitted by: Mr. Eide, Mr. Foli, Mr. Joinet, 
Mr. Martinez Baez, Mr. Masud, Mr. Mubanga-Chipoya, Mrs. O<lio Benito, 
Mrs. Perdomo de Sousa, Mr. Whitaker, Mr. Yimer 

The :-:i ub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of 
Minoritie s , 

Welcoming the ~tdoption by the Commission on Human Rights at its thirty-seventh 
se s sion and by th, ' Ec onomic anrl Socia l Council at its first regular se s sion of 1981 of 
a Draft Declaration on the Elimina tion of All lormn of Intolerance and of 
Uisc rimina tion Bns ed on Religion or Belief, 

Re calling its re solution 10 (XX.XIII) in which it expressed its profound concern 
for the safe ty o f the members of the Baha'i Community in Iran and requested the 
Secretary-General t o invite the Government of Iran t o grant full pro tection of 
fundamenta.l rights and freedoms to this religiou:, minority, 

Having now heard statements cl early demon s tra ting the systematic persei--..1t i on of 
the Baha'is in Iran, including summary arrests, torture, beatings, exe cuti ons, 
murders, kidnappings , disappearc1.nc es, abductions, and many other forms of harass:::e -

Convinced that the treatment of the Br1.ha.'i s is motivated by religio 
and a de s ire t o eliminate the Baha'i Fa ith from the land of its birth , 

GE.81-12315 
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E/CN.4/Sub.2/L.778 
page 2 

Concerned that the Government of Iran appears to have ignored all previous 
approaches made on behalf of this Community, 

1. Expresses its profound concern for the perilous situation faoing this 
religious Communi t · ; 

2. Appreciates the efforts already made by the Secretary-General on behalf of 
this Community; 

3. Urges the Secretary-General to continue his efforts to persuade the 
Government of Iran to prevent further attacks on the Baha I i Community and to grant them 
religious freedom; 

4. Draws the attention of the Commission on Human Rights to the perilous 
situation faced by the Baha I i Community of Iran and requests the Secretary-General to 
submit all relevant information about the treatment of the Baha'is in Iran to the 
Commission on Human Rights at its thirty-eighth session. 

The above draft resolution was adopted on 19th September 1981 by nineteen 
votes to none, with five abstentions. The Chainnan, Mr. Ferrero, asked 
that his name be added to the list of co-sponsors. 
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U ~~ IT E D N /ff I O N S 

ECONOMIC 
/~ND 
SOCIAL COUNCIL 

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
Thirty-eighth session =/ 
Item 12 of the dra.ft provisional agenda * 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of 

Discrimina. cion and Protection 
of Minari ties 

Thirty-fourth session 
Item 6 of the agenda 

Distr. 
GENERAL 

~/CN.4/1516 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/475 
22 September 1981 

ENGLISH 
Original: FRENCH 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
FUND.ANENT.AL FREEDOMS IN ANY PART OF THE WORLD 
WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND 

OTHER DEPENIJENT COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES 

Note verba.le dated 14 September 1981 from the Permanent Mission of 
the Islamic Reuublic of Iran to the United Nations Office and the 
other international organizations a.t Geneva. addressed 

to the Secretary-General 

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the Office of the 
United Nations and other international organizations a.t Geneva presents its 
compliments to the United Nations Secretariat and, further to its note No. 442/1/678 
of 10 June 1981, a.nd in connection with the work of the thirty-fourth session of the 
::;ub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, 
concerning human rights, has the honour to inform it, on instructions from the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, a.s follows: 

The human rights a.nd fund.a.mental freedoms of the indi vidua.l a.re enshrined in 
the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, including, in pa.rticula.r, 
articles 13, 14 a.nd 23. 

Article 13 provides tha.t "Zoroastrian, Jewish and Christian Iranians shall be 
the sole recognized religious minorities which shall be free, within the limits of 
the la.w, to perform their religious rites and to a.ct, as fa.r as their personal status 
a.nd religious teachings a.re concerned, according to their liturgy". 

According to article 14, "In conforming to the holy verse of the Koran, 1 the 
Almighty never forbids you to a.ct kindly and fairly towards those who do not war 
against you on a.ccount of your religion, a.nd do not expel you from your homeland. 
God loves the just 1 • The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran a.nd Muslims 
shall a.ct with Islamic mora.li ty, justice and equity towa.rds non-Muslims and respect 
their human rights. This principle shall be valid for those who do not engage in 
any activities or plot against Islam and the Islamic Republic of Iran." 

=/ E/1981/25, chapter XXVI. 
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E:/Clh-4/151-6 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/475 
page 2 

Under article 2}, "The control of opim.ons shall be prohibited 'and no one may 
be attacked or censured for his opinions". 

The Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran is authorized to quote 
statements made by two of the highest a.uthori ties· of the Islamic Republic. 

According to Ayatollah Moussa.vi Ardebili, President of the Supreme Court of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, "The courts of the Islamic Republic of Ira.n and the 
procedures which they apply a.re governed by Islamic standa.rds and laws, a.s well as 
the Constitution and the country's officia.l laws a.nd regulations. Under those 
same laws, no one is to be molested, prosecuted or persecuted on a.ccount of his, 
religious beliefs. Anyone who is brought to tria.l is to be judged by the lawful 
judicial bodies regardless of his faith a.nd sha.11 be entitled to a.11 the facilities 
he needs for his defence. In no circumstances ma.y he be denied those rights';. 

According to Ayatollah Ma.hda.vi Ka.ni, Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of 
Ira.n, "The rights of non-Muslim Iranians a.re protected in the same wa.y a.s those of 
Muslim Iranians and the law does not tolerate a.ny discrimination towards them. If 
non-Muslim Ira.nia.ns a.re brought to trial before the judicial bodies, it is in no wa.y 
because of their faith, but solely on account of the acts of which they a.re accused. 
It goes without sa.ying tha.t a.n Iranian Ba.ha. 1 i who has been the subject of a judicial 
measure ma.y not be a,bsol ved from responsibility for &n indictable offence merely 
by virtue of belonging to the Ba.ha.' i sect. It should be noted tha.t there a.re numerous 
Ira.nia.n Ba.ha. 1 is living in complete security in Ira.n, with nothing whatsoever to fear. 
The only ones who a.re prosecuted a.nd sentenced a.re those who have been involved in 
acts of espiona.ge and other a.cti vi ties contrary to the higher interests of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. Mention ma.y a.lso be ma.de of the propaganda. campaign 
mounted by the enemies of the Islamic Republic of Iran to di sere di t the Islamic 
Revolution. .But all that in no way tallies with the true facts and is therefore 
totally unfounded. 11 
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TRANSLATION 

From: The Islamic Revolutionary court of Kirmanshah 

To: Zamzam company 

Concerning the Baha'i employees and staff members of this Company, 
it is hereby announced that if the Baha'i workers and employees 
repent, and write in their personnel files that they adhere to 
the Islamic Ithna 'Ashari creed (the followers of the twelve 
Imams), and publish the same in the widely circulated newspapers 
with their photographs, then they will be allowed to continue 
their work for the company; otherwise they should be dismissed. 
The deadline is until the end of Shahrivar 1360. 

(Signed) Siyyid Rida Lavasani 
Judge of the Islamic Revolutionary Court of Kirmanshah 

18 







BACKGROUNDER: UNITED STATES CONGRESS AND THE BAHA'IS 

Since the 1979 Iranian Revolution, members of the Baha'i religion 
have been subjected to incidents of persecution by Islamic 
fundamentalists. 

The Baha'i faith, the youngest of the world's religions, split trom 
the mainstream of Islam over 150 years ago. Shiite Muslims view the 
Baha'is as heretics. 

The systematic and government sanctioned persecution and execution 
of Baha'is in Iran has escalated so dramatically over the past three 
years, worldwide concern has arisen that the Baha'i faith will be 
eliminated in that country. 

Desperately concerned about the plight of their Iranian brethren, 
. the 100,000 members of the American Baha'i community appealed to the 
United States Government and the American people to decry these 
atrocities. 

Several u.s. congressmen introduced official statements before 
Congress on the plight of the Iranian Baha'is: 

• Rep. Ron de Lugo (D-V.I.) indicated his concern about the 
plight of the Iranian Baha'is. 

• Rep. Edward Derwinski (R-Ill.) spoke about the Baha'is in Iran 
and their threat of extinction. 

• Rep. John Porter (R-Ill) proposed Resolution H.Con.Res.249 
which condemns religious persecution and bigotry as an 
official policy or practice of national governments. He 
specifically cited the Iranian government and the persecution 
of the Baha'is. 

• Rep. Fortney "Pete" Stark (D-Calit) submitted Resolution 
H.con.Res.283, which urges the President and other official 
representatives of the United State~ to use their 
international forum to deplore and condemn religious 
persecution of the Baha'is in Iran. 



• Sen. Robert Dole (R-Kan) appealed to President Carter "do all 
we can" to reduce the harrassment oz: Iranian religious 
minorities. Dole specifically cited the Baha'i, Jewish and 
Christian communities. 

• Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis) commended the House Subcommittee 
on Human Rights and Internatioal Orqanizations on the 
initiation of hearings to address the issue of worldwide 
religious persecution and particularly its focus on the 
suffering of Iranian Baha'is. 

On May 25, four members of the American Baha'is testified before the 
House Subcommittee on Human Rights and International Organizations, 
chaired by Rep. Don Bonker (D-Wa). Judge James Nelson, Chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bafla'is of the United States, 
documented the scope and savagery of Baha'i persecution under the 
current Iranian regime. Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, Vice Chairman, 
reviewed the history of the Baha'is in Iran. Mr. Glenford Mitchell, 
Secretary, discussed possible United States Government response to 

. Iranian actions against the Baha'is; and Ramna Mahmoud Nourani 
related a moving account of the execution of her family because of 
their faith. 

Being an advocate of human and religious rights, Sen. John Heinz 
(R-Pa) submitted resolutions.con.Res. 73 before the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations. The resoiution proposes that the 
Congress of the United States "condemns persecution of the Baha'is, 
holds the government of Iran responsible tor upholding the rights of 

-all its citizens including the Baha'is, aud expresses the hope that 
the discrimination and brutal executions within the Baha'i community 
cease immediately." 

Further, the resolution "urges the Iranian government to take 
whatever means are ncessary to end this extermination of law abiding 
citizens who only wish to worship in freedom." 

The Resolution was unanimously adopted by the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee on May 20, 1982. As of May 26, 1982, the 
co-sponsors of the resolution were Senators Huddleston, Boren, 
Melcher, Cannon, D'Amato, Pressler, Sasser, Cranston, Boschwitz, 
Levin, Exon, Pell, Kennedy, Moynihan, Chafee, Denton, Murkowski, 
Durenberger, Rudman, Metzenbaum and McClure. 

On June 30, 1982, Sen. Heinz will introduce the resolution for 
consideration and debate before the entire Senate. 




