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THE BAHA'I FAITH IN THE UNITED STATES

Present Status

The United States membership of the Baha'i Faith is as rich in racial and cultural
diversity as the American population itself. Baha'is are found in some 7,200 lo-
calities throughout the country, whether on the Indian reservations or in the large
metropolitan centers, whether in the hundreds of rural hamlets in the South or the
farming communities of the Midwest. Local governing bodies, known as Spiritual
Assemblies, are currently elected and functioning in 1,650 cities and towns. These
assemblies are responsible for the performing of Baha'i marriages, the holding of
property as trustees of the community, the advising and counseling of individuals
on personal matters, the insuring of the moral and spiritual education of Baha'i
children, youth and adults, and the maintenance of the integrity and accuracy of
all Baha'i teaching.

Since the first National Convention of Baha'i representatives in 1909, a Baha'i national
governing body has been annually elected to administer the affairs of the national
community. In 1927, this body was incorporated as the Baha'i National Spiritual
Assembly, As in all Baha'i elections, the nine men and women who comprise the

National Spiritual Assembly are elected by secret ballot, without campaigning or
nominations.,

Wherever they reside, Baha'is are, as a matter of religious principle, obedient to
the law and loyal to the government. They are adherents of the tenets of the Baha'i
Faith, some of which are:

the oneness of God;

the oneness of mankind;

the common divine foundation of the world's great religions;

the equality of men and women;

elimination of all forms of prejudice;

the essential harmony of science and religion;

the establishment of a world peace upheld by a world government;
the need for universal compulsory education; and

the application of a spiritual solution to economic problems.

Early History

The first mention of the Baha'i Faith in the United States was made in a presenta-
tion by a Presbyterian missionary to the World Parliament of Religions at the
Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893, forty-nine years after the beginning of

the religion in Persia (Tran). Tn the following year. a Chicaso insnrance sales—
hi CWe tha 1
and, completely on his own, declared himself a Bahc _. _._._______ _____ became

the first American Baha'i, and for that matter, the first Baha'i in the West. By
the end of 1894, four other Americans had joined Chase in his new-found Faith.

In the years that followed, Baha'i groups emerged in cities across the country

so that in 1909, the first National Convention greeted thirty-nine delegates from
thirty-six cities,

—-over-




Highlights of the Growth of the United States Baha'i Community

In the 1920's, Baha'i communities, representing over sixty localitles, increased
their activities in several areas, notably in the arena of racial harmony. Racial
Amity Conferences were hosted in several major cities throughout the country with
the participation of the NAACP, the National Urban League, various senators and
congress 'mn, and college presidents, In 1927, the National Spiritual Assembly
framed its constitution which has served since as a model for the formation of

the more than 130 national assemblies throughout the world.

By 1930, eighteen books of Baha'i scripture were available in English. Scores of
other compilations, expository works, and pamphlets were being published. By the
mid-1930"s, Baha'is were to be found in over 200 localities. 1In 1944, the centennial
year of the Baha'i Faith, there was no state in the country without at least one
Baha'i ¢ .ritual assembly.

The year 1953 saw the dedication of the Baha'i House of Worship in Wilmette, Illinois.
The completion of that world-renowned building symbolized the firm establishment of
the American Baha'i community. Three educational centers had been established in
California, Michigan, and Maine, where Baha'is gathered for study of the Baha'i Faith.
A Baha'i Home for the Aged later became an auxiliary institution to the House of
Worship.

By 1963, Baha'is were resident in 1,700 localities; by 1968, in 2,200. At present,
Baha'is reside in over 7,200 localities throughout the United States with the
largest number of Baha'is found in the states of South Carolina, California, Texas,
Georgia 1d Illinois.
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H. Con. Res. 378 is identical to S. Con. Res. 73 (the Heinz Resolution, approved by
the Senate June 30). H. Con. es. 378 was approved by the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee's subcommittee on Human Rights and International |

Organization July 29, and will soon go to the full Committée and to the House floor.

St 1sors of T a¢ Congressional Re »>lution 378

BONKER, Don, (D WA - 3), Olympia - Foreign Affairs; Chairman, Human
Rights and International Organizations Subcommittee

BUTLER, M. Caldwell, (R VA-6), Roanoke~Judiciary Committee

DERWINSKI, Edward J., (R IL-4), Flossmoor - Foreign Affairs; Ranking
mincrity member, International Operations

EMERY, David F., (R ME-1), Rockland
FITHIAN, Floyd J., (D IN-2), Lafayette
FLORIO, James J., (D NJ-1), Stratford
FORD, Harold E., (D TN-8), Memphis
FOWLER, Wyche, Jr., (D GA-5), Atlanta
HORTON, Frank, (R NY-34), Rochester

LAGOMARSINO, Robert J., (R CA-19), Ventura - Foreign Affairs;
ranking‘minority member International Economic Policy and Trade
subcommittee

LE BOUTILLIER, John, (R NY-6), Westbury - Foreign Affairs;

LENT, Norman F., (R NY-4), East Rockaway

LOWERY, Bill, (R CA-41), San Diego

MARKEY, Edward J., (D MA-7), Malden

PEPPER, Claude D., (D FL-14), Miami

ROSENTHAL, Benjamin S., (D NY-8), Elmhurst - Foreign Affairs

SCHROEDER, Patricia, (D CO-1), Denver - Judiciary

WEBER, Ed, (R OH - 9), Toledo

WEISS, Ted S., (D NY-20), New York

e V2 ), Vi

WOLPE, Howard, (D MI-3), Lansing - Foreign Affairs; Chairman Africa
subcommittee

YATES, Sidney R., (D IL-9), Chicago
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AN UPDATE ON THE PERSECUTION OF THE BAHA'IS IN IRAN

Since the 1979 revolution in Iran, members of the 300,000-member Baha'i religious
minority there have been subject to a ceaseless storm of systematic and officially-
sanctioned persecution. It's national leadership has twice been decimated—- four-
teen national leaders have disappeared and eight have been executed.

Local Baha'i leaders account for most of the 107 Baha'is who have been assassinated
or executed. Baha'i holy places, properties, and cemeteries have been confiscated
or destroyed. Hundreds of Baha'is have been dismissed from their jobs or deprived
of their business and trade licenses. No child of Baha'i parentage has been al-
lowed to register for school at any level. The highlights of these and other per-
sistent attacks on Iran's beleaguered Baha'i community make it clear that govern-
ment authorities intend to pursue to its grim conclusion, their avowed campaign to
eliminate the Baha'i Faith from Iran.

Summary Executions and Arrests

e Executed on December 27, 1981, in Tehran, were eight of the nine men and women
of Iran's Baha'i National Assembly, the elected governing body for the Iranian
Baha'i community. The secret executions came two weeks after their summary
arrests. There were no charges, no trials and no notification of family members.
Fourteen months earlier the entire membership of the National Assembly had been
abducted and had disappeared.

e Executed on January 4, 1982, in Tehran, were six of the nine members of the
Tehran Baha'i Local Assembly. Executed with the six local leaders was the
woman at whose home they were meeting when summarily arrested. Again, the
executions were carried out in secret without charges, trials, or notification
of kin.

e Executed secretly on February 26 and 28, 1982, were two Baha'is, one in Babu'l-
Sar, the other in Tehran. There were no charges, trials or notification of
family members.

e Killed in April 1982 were three more Baha'is in various parts of Iran. A man was
assassinated in his home in the early part of the month by revolutionary guards.
Another was executed by firing squad in Urumiyyih on April 12 after intense
pressure failed to force the man to deny his faith. On April 29, a Baha'l was
hanged in Mashhad by order of the revolutionary court. As reported in Kayhan,

a Tehran daily newspaper, he was convicted of heresy, a crime punishable by
death.

e Five more Baha'is were put to death in the first part of Mav 1982. Two men and
oo L 'i ' , )
on May 8. Also in early May, two members of the local Baha'i assembly in
Urumiyyih, were executed by firing squad.

e To date, 107 Baha'is are known to have been executed or assassinated; and

some 200 Baha'is are known to be still languishing in Iran's prisons—— many
for more than a year-— without any formal charges following their summary arrests.

—over—



BAHAI OFFICE of PublicAffairs

Intimidat >n to Induce Re~~»mtation of Faith

All the Baha'is of Hisar village in the province of Khurasan have been forced

to f z2e their homes to Mashhad, the provincial capital. All Baha'is in the
village of Saysan near Tabriz have been given a month to convert to Islam or

face grave consequences. Scores of Baha'is' homes have been confiscated, looted
and, in many cases, destroyed in Birjand, Shiraz, Ardikan, Yazd, and other towns.

Destruction of Baha'i Holy Places and “~—~<eries

The November 1981 demolition of the house of the prophet-founder of the Baha'i
Faith in Takur was one of many such actions of destruction of Baha'i properties,
holy places, and cemeteries. 1In 1979, the holiest Baha'i shrine in Iran, the
House of the Bab, was demolished.

Dismissals From Jobs and Revocation of Passports

Scores of Baha'is have been dismissed from their jobs or have been deprived of
the: business and trade licenses for as long as they refuse to recant their
faith., In a recent government memo marked ''very confidential-urgent,' consular
officials all over the world have been instructed to collect the names of all
Baha'is residing outside Iran. Their passports have been revoked, and they
will only be issued travel documents permitting their return to Iran.

Denial of Educational Opportunities

In ptember 1981, school authorities in Iran carefully scrutinized students'
religion and refused to register Baha'i children for classes. A Ministry of
Education document published in the September 30, 1981, edition of Kayhan,
decreed that professors and students alike are barred from Iran's universities
if they are members of 'the misled and misguided sect,” terms often used by

authorities to describe the Baha'i religion.

15 May 1982

















































































RACKGROUNDER: [INTTRED STATRS ANNARFQR AND THE PAHA'IS

————

Since the 1979 Iranian Revolution, members of the Baha'i religion
have been subjected to incidents of persecution by Islamic
fundamentalists.

The Baha'i faith, the youngest of the world's religions, split trom
the mainstream of Islam over 150 years ago. Shiite Muslims view the
tha'is as heretics.

The systematic and government sanctioned persecution and execution
of Baha'is in Iran has escalated so dramatically over the past three
years, worldwide concern has arisen that the Baha'i faith will be
eliminated in that country.

Desperately concerned about the plight of their Iranian brethren,
the 100,000 members of the American Baha'i community appealed to the
United States Government and the American people to decry these
atrocities.

Several U._ . congressmen introduced official statements before
Congress on the plight of the Iranian Baha'is:

° Rep. Ron de Lugo (D-V.I.) indicated his concern about the
plight of the Iranian Baha'is.

) Rep. Edward Derwinski (R-I1ll.) spoke about the Baha'is in Iran
and their threat of extinction.

° Rep. John Porter (R-I11) proposed Resolution H.Con.Res.249
which condemns religious persecution and bigotry as an
official policy or practice of national governments. He
specifically cited the Iranian government and the persecution
of the Baha'is.

° Rep. Fortney "Pete" Stark (D-Calif) submitted Resolution
") S "dent and ott : “lci 1
s of tl st tl ir

T T

international forum to deplore and condemn religious
persecution of the Baha'is in Iran.



° Sen. Robert Dole (R-Kan) appealed to President Carter "do all
we can" to reduce the harrassment or Iranian religious
minorities. Dole specifically cited the Baha'i, Jewish and
Christian communities.

o Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis) commended the House Subcommittee
on Human Rights and Internatioal Organizations on the
initiation of hearings to address the issue of worldwide
religious persecution and particularly its focus on the
sufi -'ing of Iranian Baha'is.

On May 25, four members of the erican Baha'is testified before the
Hous Subcommittee on Hi in Rights and International Org: izations,
chaired by Rep. Don Bonker (I 7a). Judge James Nelson, Chairman of
the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States,
documented the scope and savagery of Baha'i persecution under the
current Iranian regime. Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, Vice Chairman,
reviewed the history of the Baha'is in Iran. Mr. Glenford Mitchell,
Secretary, discussed possible United States Government response to
Iranian actions against the Baha'is; and Ramna Mahmoud Nourani
related a moving account of the execution of her family because of
their faith.

Being an advocate of human and religious rights, Sen. John Heir
(R-Pa) submitted resolution S.Con.Res. 73 before the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations. The resoiution proposes that the

Cc jress of the United States "condemns persecution of the Baha'is,
holds the government of Iran responsible tor upholding the rights of
-all its citizens including the Baha'is, and expresses the hope that
the discrimination and brutal executions within the Baha'i community
cease immediately."

Further, the resolution "urges the Iranian governm it to take
what rer means are ncessary to end this extermination of law »iding
citiz 1s who only wish to worship in freedom."

The Resolution was unanimously adopted by the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee on May 20, 1982. As of May 26, 1982, the
co~sponsors of the resolution were Senators Huddleston, Boren,

Melcher, Cannon, D'Amato, Pressler, Sasser, Cranston, Boschwitz,
Levin. Fvxan, Pell. Kennedv. Mnunihan (‘hafee' Denton, Murkowski .
1 ‘ ' U,

On June 30, 1982, Sen. Heinz will introduce the resolution for
consideration and debate before the entire Senate.






