
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files 

Folder Title: Indian Groups (5 of 5) 

Box: 30 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


INDIANS RIDE IN INAUGURAL PARADE 
AMERICAN INDIAN 

HERITAGE FOUNDATION 
SPONSORS COLORFUL 

PAR.J\DE UNIT 

On Tuesday, January 20, 1981 , a band of 
American Indians was seen moving down 
Pennsylvania in Washington, D.C. and was 
cheered by thousands as it made its way to
ward the White House. Some on foot, the rest 
on horseback, the gathering was unlike any 
before in the Nation 's Capital. 

These representatives of our Native 
American leaders and youth were part of a 
select group chosen to participate in the 40th 
Presidential Inaugural Parade Festivities. The 
theme of their unique equestrian unit was 
"Trail blazers of the Past - Pathfinders of 
Tomorrow" , and was sponsored by the 
American Indian Heritage Foundation of 
Falls Church, Virginia and co-sponsored by 
the Great Falls Virginia Horse Center and Ap
paloosa Horse Club of Maryland. 

The spectacular inaugural parade included 
more than 8000 marchers, 25 Alaskan sled 
dogs, 450 equestrian participants, two floats, 
and color guards and marching units from 
each of the military services. "Short and 
snappy" as requested by President Reagan, 
the parade provided a cross-section of 
America including the American Indians, 
lively black marching bands and mountain 
men in coonskin caps. 

Princess Pale Moon, AIHF Founder and 
National Executive Director led the proces
sion, along with her pony "Matoka". She was 
followed on foot by the White Eagle Dancers, 
who performed traditional dance as they 
passed the President's reviewing stand. On 
the white appaloosa mount leading the band 
of eleven Indians on horseback was Iron Eyes 
Cody, the Indian with the tear in his eye on 
" Keep America Beautiful" television 
commercials. 

As the group rode out into the street to 
take their place in the parade on this 
unusually warm and sunny day in January, 
there was a swelling of applause for them 
that continued throughout the parade, with 
onlookers yelling "we love you!" 

Iron Eyes Cody 

Later that evening Pale Moon and Iron 
Eyes appeared at the "Inaugural Celebration 
- With Love" Festivity sponsored by the Na
tional Religious Leaders. Pale Moon followed 
Iron Eyes'prayer song, sung in native tongue, 
with an inspiring rendition of her song "This 
is our America". Afterward , they attended the 
American Indian Ball , where the more than 
700 persons in attendance included many of 
the nation's most prominent Indian leaders. 
Radio station WMAL invited Pale Moon to do 
a telephone interview from the ball , where 
she discussed the exciting events of the day 
and expressed her hope and belief that in
deed, the day had brought forth a "Great New 
Beginning" for Native Americans, and for all 
Americans throughout our great country. 

"The selection of the American 
Indian Heritage Foundation and 
specifically Princess Pale Moon 
... recognizes your unique qual
ifications to present the Amer
ican Indians and the tremendous 
contribution they have made to 
the building of America." 

- T.M. Chambers, Chairman 
Inaugural Parade Committee 

"TRAIL BLAZERS 
OF THE PAST
PATHFINDERS 

OF TOMORRO\V" 
Indian Parade Unit 

Princess Pale Moon: Cherokee/ Ojibwa 
Falls Church, Virginia 
Founder and Executive Director, 
American Indian Heritage Foundation 
Concert Recording Artist/ Author 

The White Eagle Dancers: Eastern Cherokee 
Michael Flying Eagle 
Robbie Swift Arrow 
John Mark Little Bear 
Falls Church, Virginia 
Students 

Iron Eyes Cody: Cherokee/Cree 
Los Angeles, California 
Actor, Author, Historian 

Melanie Talmadge - Miss Indian America XXVI 
Wisconsin Winnibago/Minnesota Sioux 
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin 
Student 

Rayrriond Tracey: Navajo 
La Crescenta, California 
Actor and Silversmith 

Joseph Running Fox: Pueblo 
Toluca Lake, Ca lifornia 
Actor 

Chief Earle Old Person: Blackfeet 
Browning, Montana 
Tribal Chairman 

Sammy Tonekei White: Kiowa 
Midwest City, Oklahoma 
Community Developer, Oklahoma City 
Native American Center 

John R. Maestas, Ed.D.: Pueblo 
Orem, Utah 
Director, Multi-Cultural Education Department -
Brigham Young University 

Pete Homer, Jr.: Mohave Shasta 
Fairfax, Virginia 
Director, Office of Indian and Native American 
Programs - U.S. Department of Labor 

Dr. Edwin Stronglegs Richardson: Abenaki 
Alexandria, Virginia 
Administratior. Development Disabilities -
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Dan Dalrymple: Oklahoma Cherokee 
Arlington, Virginia 
Decorating Contractor 

Allen Davis: Chippewa 
Arlington, Virginia 
Judicial Assistant 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 



Joseph Running Fox, John Maestas, and Raymond 
Tracey pose beside theJndian Parade Unit vehicles as 
they wait for their horses to be groomed. The vehicles 
also served as a hospitality area throughout the day for 
Pale Moon 's special guests. 

Iron Eyes Cody, well known movie actor and rep
resentative for the Keep America Beautiful campaign , 
clowns with Mataka much to the amusement of current 
Miss Indian America , Melanie Talmadge. 

At the head of his Inaugural Parade, our nation's 
new President and Commander-in-Chief, Ronald 
Reagan, arrives at the White House and opens a new 
chapter in American History. 

Pale Moon discusses final parade details with Jan 
Salestrom, Equestrian Coordin(!_tor, and Rob Huber
man , AIHF Parade Coordinator. The group then pre
pared for a police escort from the stables to the down
.town assembly sight on the mall. 

Surrounded by equestrian units of cavalry, cowboys 
and mountain men, Pale Moon and the colorful White 
Eagle Dancers of Falls Church, Virginia prepare to lead 
their procession to the White House. 

Greeted by the cheers of thousands and a wave 
from the President and First Lady, these distinguished 
representatives of American history and culture proud
ly portray their people's hopes and aspirations as 
"Trailblazers of the Past - Pathfinders of Tomorrow". 



Part of the group gathers for a picture taking ses
sion before the parade gets underwa . As o e of the 
most interesting and colorful un its in the parade, our=-- --
group caught the attention of onlookers wherever they 
went. 

A si ght se ldom seen in the Nation 's Capital: a band 
of Indians on horseback and in full regalia prepare to 
ride down one of the ci ty's most prominent avenues. 

Reach ing the end of the long and successful 
parade, Pale Moon bids the crowd a final farewell 
before returning to the Indian Parade Unit vehicles for a 
barbeque buffalo cookout prepared by AIHF staff 
members. 

Pale Moon and her pony "Mataka" take advantage 
of assembly time to video tape segments to be used in 
the promotion of her upcoming children's television 
show, 'The Princess and the Pathfinders". 

Ah-hoe! With a wave of his eagle feather, Sammy 
'Tonekei " White signals his preparedness to "let the 
parade begin! " 

Later that night, Pale Moon captivates the audi 
ence at the "Inaugural Celebration - With Love" 
Festivity with a stirring rendition of her song "This is 
Our America" . 
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JAL MESSAGE 
FROM PALE MOON 

Native American people of different tribes and 
persuasions are looking forward to a "new begin
ning." Our history tells a continuing story of grief 
and misunderstanding with our non-Indian broth
ers. But our people desire a new beginning of 
communication and cooperation with our fellow 
Americans. We will not refight the battles of the 
past, but will work to build bridges of understand
ing for tomorrow. As hard as I may try, I cannot do 
this alone ... 

I am only one, but still I am one. 
I cannot do everything, and yet I can do 

something. 
And the something I can do, I should do. 
And the something I should do -
With the help of the Great Spirit, I will do! 

Come Walk With Me In Beauty, 

Cl,,-1;1~-
(Princess) Pale Moon 

Pale Moon, Iron Eyes and special friend Tom Constantino, 
president of the Noteworthy Company, and a longtime AIHF 
supporter. 

American Indian Heritage Foundation 
5908 Columbia Pike 
Falls Church, Virginia 
22041 
A National Heritage Foundation 

American Indian 
Heritage Foundation 

The American Indian Heritage Foundation, a non-profit 
public foundation under the auspices of the National Heritage 
Foundation, was established in 1973 to help and assist Ameri
can Indians through the work, ministries, and cultural 
awareness appearances of its founder, Princess Pale Moon. The 
main objectives of the American Indian Heritage Foundation 
are to help Indian youth to aspire to higher levels of excellence 
and achievement and to communicate the values, customs, 
and philosophy of American Indians to the non-Indian popula
tion, thereby build ing bridges of understanding. 

Board Of Regents 
Louis Bruce Mohawk/Sioux 
Marvin Franklin Iowa 
Ollie Abrams (interim) Seneca 

Council Of Advisors 

J.R. Cook 
Edwin Richardson 
Buster McCurtain 
Kathy Dalrymple 
Winona Poisal 
Silverhair Greenlee 
Povi Zuni 
George Woodard 

( -1979) 
Harold Cedartree 

( -1978) 

Oklahoma Cherokee 
Abenaki 
Ch ickasaw 
Oklahoma Cherokee 
Navajo/Sioux 
Oklahoma Cherokee 
San Juan Pueblo 
Sioux 

Arapaho 

Princess Pale Moon: Executive Director 
Barbara Dickerson: Executive Assistant 

Rob Huberman: Parade Coordinator/ Editor 
M .J . Vilardi: Graphic Design 
Photos by: M .J . Vilardi and Rob Huberman 
Cover photo Copyright 
© 1981 by M.J. Vilardi/Communication Techniques• 

© 1981 , American Indian Heritage Foundation 
AILRights. &,serve4_ 
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· Doctors at Brookhaven Medical 

Gathering 
Ofth~· 
Tribes 

By Jacqueline TrescotC 
All that was missing from a recep

ion of Native Americans last night 
.vas a banner proclaiming "New Part
iership.''. A crowded Capitol HiU room . 
·air! ckled with elation at the suc
ess o( 12 In ian group in joining for 

pur or the end of 
, hat most saw as indifferent treat-
11ent from t.he White House. 

,Susa.mzah McCorkle 
"This may be as close as a jazz 

inger gets to paradise," Susannah 
ilcCorkle told the packed house at 
he Corcoran 's oozy Armand Hammer 
,ud itorium Sunday afternoon. 

McCorkle, an American who fell in 
,ve with jazz while overseas, fi rst 
iade a name for herself working in 
.ondon clubs where she recalls "wait-
rs whizzing by me with plat.es clink'-. . 
lg in my face." So if-came ' as no sur- .,, 
jse ,to find - McCotkle· - the' latest"" 

, I 

·« a · 
·, RUSSIAN, From DI 
e to our lives tm•" · 
l) obrvni r ' · 

"This is probably the first time all 
the Indian organizations have ever 
gotten together," said Val Cordova of 
the . Native American Rights Fund. 
"We are usually vying for the pieces." 

Busy embracing old · friends, 1 La
Donna Harris, one of the best-known 
spokespersons . for Native American · 
rights, said, "In the past we have all . 
been going our separate ways." 

The "New Partnership" also extends 
to the Reagan" administration, ex
plained a beaming Peter MacDonald, 
head of the Navajo nation. "The 

Heagan people have already called us 
for advice and input" on energy issues, 
he said. "Once the Carter people had 
an energy conference and left us out. 
Later · their excuse was there wasn't 
any room. So, for us, the New Begin -

vocalist enlisted in the Corcoran 's 
American Songwriters Series ·- eager 
to take fulJ advantage of her new sur
roundings. 

Oddly enough, she chose to do a 
program of Irving Berlin songs, even 
though she recently recorded a line 
collection of pieces written by Johnny 
Mercer. There were times when her 
concert could have benefited from 
Mercer's , wit and charm, qualities 
OCC!l5ionally )a~kir)g /11 the more than 
two. ~ozeri Berlin songs she 'perfonned. ·' 
Bu(, _Mc('~ r~ ~•s ~ ns!tive yel st.raigr• · J' 1 

.,·1.r,.,. 

Gay Lawrence, M?rris Udall and Peter MacDonald, by Luc,an Perkins 

Performing Arts 
forward readings, the emphatic ac- : 
companiment of pianist Keith Ingham 
and bassist Steve Novosel and the re
vealing juxtaposition of Berlin 's songs 
made McCorkle's Washington debut 
thoroughly enjoyable in every other 
respect. 

- Mike Joyce 

. Frederir:k,Zlotkin 
Cellists ~ ldom flash upon th~· pub

li·,.,., e with the ""•~~11 brilliancP nf 

·a violinist or a pianist. They seem to 
need a certai.J1 maturing period. In his 
Wa, hington debut recital at the Phil 
lips Collectinn Sunday afternoon 3:i
year-old cellist Frederick Zlotkin 
served notice that his tin,e has come. 

T he Ja5t 10 years of steadily apply
ing himself -;- getting a Juilliard doc
torate, serving as principal ~-ellist in 
.the New r</ ork City Ballet orchestra 'as 
w,,ll O< ;.,,akinl( various solo appear-

• • , ~ 'V ' -. rl ;.~ ·~" 

It was the second piece of bad news 
in a week for Penthouse and publisher 
Guccione. Last .f'.riday, a .former Miss 
Wyoming, Kimerli . Pring, was 
awarded $26.5 million from the maga-, 
zine for an article about the sexual ac
tivities of a fictional Miss America 
contestant. T he contestant in the 
Penthouse story. described as a Miss 
Wyomi.J1g, was a baton twirler, which 
was P ring's pageant talent presenta • 
lion. 

ning is translated into a New Partner-
ship." ' 

All this fellowship and good wiU 
took place at a wine, vegetables and 
cheese reception to honor some con
cerned legislators. And, although Sens. 
James McClure of Idaho, John Mel 
cher of Montana, Slade Gorton of 
Washington, and Reps. Morris Udall 
(D-Ariz.), Raymond Kogovsek (D
Colo.) and others were present and 
circulati.J1g, that purpose was almost 
lost in the discussions of the new be
ginnings. 

"Commw1ications did not exist with 
Carter," said Ron Andrade, the execu
tive director of the National Congress 
of American Indians. "He would veto 
an Indian hill ancl not call us. He 

would pass regulations and not call us. 
They pulled away from the tribal gov-

presence and power of Zlotkin's play
ing. (He is, incidentally, the younger 
brother of the St. Louis Symphony 
conductor, Leonard Slatkin. Zlotkin is 
the original Russian spelling of the 
name.) His concepts are distinct, a 
product of solid. often qui te on~ nal. 
thinking, and he moves from idea to 
execution with deceptive ease. 

His PhiUips program, which inr l 
ed an engaging l 8th-cent1 1~ · 
by Francoeur; Sch, .. 
tuecke, Op. 7:.1 ,. 
fl:;' 1"1 • . .... 

ernment as t t,.e key . leadership and by 
the time they decided to talk to us, it 
was too late:· According to the groups. 
I.he voting ·pattern of the .country's 1.5 
million Indians matched the general 
population's swing to the Republicans, 
a fact endo?Sfd by. several Republican 
National Coinmittee staffers at the 
party. 

Even thouil11 many of the Native 
Americans o~posed the choice of 
James Watt \ as interior secretary, 
aren't certain of the future of the J, _ 
terior's Bureau of Indian Affairs and 
are nervous a~t social-service bud
oet cuts, they 2re willing to give the 
Reagan team a c hance. "We have ·got 
to bring home w this administration · 
that their issue· of states' rights is our 
is.sue. The tribes :5hould be treated as 
a state," said Ed Cabriel uf the Conn
cil of Energy Resolirce T ri bes. 

the usual fare. In Lhe one "standard," 
Bach's Suite No. 3 for w1accompanied · 
cello, Zlotkin addefl full baroque orna-· ,, 
mentation. an i.J11pres.~ive scholarly 
and llllLS l('al effo rt. ·1-1 ;, breadth of ap-
proach, thP s•" of his 
lont' . and t.lv ·ci: nt 

in the K" 



Morton : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I have confirmed a breakfast for 
you on April 24 in the Vandenburg 
Room of the Capitol at 8 A.M. (Fri.) 

Pale Moon (wife of Will Rose) is the 
Director of the American Indian 
Heritage Foundation . This is their 
regular prayer breakfast . They have 
invited Sec. Watt and his wife, 
Tom Oxendine, Dir . of Communications at 
BIA, and Mr . Louis Bruce, former 
commissioner of BIA. There will be 
approximately 40 to 45 Indian people 
in attendance . 

phone# 820-010 0 

J//~~7~· 
THE HERITAGE B U ILD I G , S U IT E I 020 

A NNA DAL E. V IRGI IA 22003 

I WIL R OSE . PRESIDENT 
(703) 820-3413 
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NATIONAL) (i~•;:r) 
HERITAGE -, 

FOUNDATION 
Dedicated to Serve the Donor 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Office of Public Liaison 
Executive Office Building 
Room 136 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . Blackwell: 

April 9, 1981 

It was a pleasure to meet you and spend some time with you 
although it was a bit intermittent. I know the pressures must 
come at you from many directions and I certainly sympathize with 
your diverse responsibilities and obligations. 

I've passed on to Pale Moon the essence of our conversation 
and she was pleased that you had already been in contact with so 
many of her fr iends and Indian organizations. We will be on the 
lookout to meet your wife and perhaps see you also at Columbia 
Baptist, especially on one of those Sundays when we host a new 
embassy. 

Pale Moon suggested that we try to set up a time for you to 
meet Tom Oxendine of the BIA, Loui e Bruce, former BIA Corrmissioner 
and now head of Native American Consultants, Inc., and several other 
of her advisors and associates. We'll be in contact with you by phone 
to find a conveni ent time. 

Meanwhile , we wi sh you well in your important work and trust we 
may be of service to you in some way in the attainment of your goals. 

WR/ha 
WASHINGTON, D.C. OFFICE 

The Heritage Building 
Suite 1020 

Annandale, Va. 22003 
703/820-3413 

With best regards, 

j;~ 
Wil Rose 

There are some of them who have left a name so that tomorrow will 
see their light, and there are some who have no memorial, who have 
perished as though they had not lived. 

·7 



National Heritage Foundat ion. Suite 1020 • The Heritage Bu ilding. Annandale . Virginia 22003 • (703) 820-3413 



Princess Pale Moon 
Cherol"ee-Ojibwo Performing Artist 

Wherher opening o norionol poliricol convenrion, serving os hosress or rhe 

Olympic games, represenring USO in Europe, appearing or rhe Whire House, or 

simply giving o concerr or o college, prison, Dil ly Graham Crusade, or Caesar's 

Palace, Princess Pole Moon coprures rhe heorrs and minds of her audience. 

~eflecring her exrensive experience and musical rroining, her rich worm 

voice and wide dynamic range is equally exciring and moving wirh rhe sofresr 

ocoppello norive music or fullesr orchesrrol occomponimenr. 

Wirh profound insighr, and reverence for rhe Grear Spirir and her beouriful 

Indian heriroge, Pole Moon eloquenrly shores in word and song her hopes and 

ospirorions. 

Alrhough rhe Princess hos already been feorured widely on radio and 

relevision, is appearing in rhe new morion picrure "INDIAN," hos o published 

ourobiogrophy, Pale Moon, The Story of an Indian Princess, and hos jus 

released onorher inspiring srereo album, Walk in Beauty, her career hos "only jus 

begun." 

For srroregic appearances or norionol convenrions, on relevision, and orhe 

special evenrs, rhe Norionol Heriroge Foundorion is proud ro endorse heir 

beouriful and mulri-rolenred Ambassador of Good Will and America's con e 

porory Pocohonros, Princess Pole Moon! 



* OFFICIAL* 

INDIANS RIDE IN INAUGURAL PARADE. 
AMERICAN INDIAN 

HERITAGE FOUNDATION 
SPONSORS COLORFUL 

PARADE UNIT 

On Tuesday, January 20, 1981 , a band of 
American Indians was seen moving down 
Pennsylvania in Washington, D.C. and was 
cheered by thousands as it made its way to
ward the White House. Some on foot, the rest 
on horseback, the gathering was unl ike any 
before in the Nation's Capital. 

These representatives of our Native 
American leaders and youth were part of a 
select group chosen to participate in the 40th 
Presidential Inaugural Parade Fest ivities. The 
theme of their unique equestrian unit was 
"Trail blazers of the Past - Pathfinders of 
Tomorrow", and was sponsored by the 
American Indian Heritage Foundation of 
Falls Church, Virginia and co-sponsored by 
the Great Falls Virginia Horse Center and Ap· 
paloosa Horse Club of Maryland. 

The spectacular inaugural parade included 
more than 8000 marchers, 25 Alaskan sled 
dogs, 450 equestrian participants, two floats, 
and color guards and marching units from 
each of the military services. "Short and 
snappy" as requested by President Reagan, 
the parade provided a cross-section of 
America including the American Indians, 
lively black marching bands and mountain 
men in coonskin caps. 

Princess Pale Moon, AIHF Founder and 
National Executive Director led the proces
sion , along with her pony "Mataka". She was 
followed on foot by the White Eagle Dancers, 
who performed traditional dance as they 
passed the President's reviewing stand. On 
the white appaloosa mount leading the band 
of eleven Indians on horseback was Iron Eyes 
Cody, the Indian with the tear in his eye on 
"Keep America Beautiful " television 
commercials. 

As the group rode out into the street to 
take their place in the parade on this 
unusually warm and sunny day in January, 
there was a swelling of applause for them 
that continued throughout the parade, with 
onlookers yelling "we love you!" 

Iron Eyes Cody 

Later that evening Pale Moon and Iron 
Eyes appeared at the "Inaugural Celebration 
- With Love" Festivity sponsored by the Na
tional Religious Leaders. Pale Moon followed 
Iron Eyes'prayer song, sung in native tongue, 
with an inspiring rendition of her song "This 
is our America" . Afterward , they attended the 
American Indian Ball, where the more than 
700 persons in attendance included many of 
the nation's most prominent Indian leaders. 
Radio station WMAL invited Pale Moon to do 
a telephone interview from the ball, where 
she discussed the exci t ing events of the day 
and expressed her hope and belief that in
deed, the day had brought fo rth a "Great New 
Beginning" for Nat ive Americans, and for all 
Americans throughout our -great country. 

"The selection of the American 
Indian Heritage Foundation and 
specifically Princess Pale Moon 
... recognizes your unique qual
ifications to present the Amer
ican Indians and the tremendous 
contribution they have made to 
the building of America." 

- T.M . Chambers, Chairman 
Inaugural Parade Committee 

"TRAIL BLAZERS 
OF THE PAST
PATHFINDERS 

OJLTOMORRO\l/!!_ 
Ind ia n Parade Unit 

Princess Pale Moon: Cherokee/ Ojibwa 
Falls Church, Virginia 
Founder and Executive Director, 
American Indian Heritage Foundation 
Concert Recording Artist/Author 

The White Eagle Dancers: Eastern Cherokee 
Michael Flying Eagle 
Robbie Swift Arrow 
John Mark Little Bear 
Falls Church, Virginia 
Students 

Iron Eyes Cody: Cherokee/Cree 
Los Angeles, California 
Actor, Author, Historian 

Melanie Talmadge - Miss Indian America XXVI 
Wisconsin Winnibago/Minnesota Sioux 
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin 
Student 

Raymond Tracey: Navajo 
La Crescenta, California 
Actor and Silversmith 

Joseph Running Fox: Pueblo 
Toluca Lake, California 
Actor 

Chief Earle Old Person: Blackfeet 
Browning, Montana 
Tribal Chairman 

Sammy Tonekei White: Kiowa 
Midwest City, Oklahoma 
Community Developer, Oklahoma City 
Native American Center 

John R. Maestas, Ed.D.: Pueblo 
Orem, Utah 
Director, Multi-Cultural Education Department -
Brigham Young University 

Pete Homer, Jr.: Mohave Shasta 
Fairfax, Virginia 
Director, Office of Indian and Native American 
Programs - U.S. Department of Labor 

Dr. Edwin Stronglegs Richardson: Abenaki 
Alexandria, Virginia 
Adm inistration Development Disabilities -
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Dan Dalrymple: Oklahoma Cherokee 
Arlington, Virginia 
Decorating Contractor 

Allen Davis: Chippewa 
Arlington, Virginia 
Judicial Assistant 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
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Joseph Running Fox, John Maestas, and Raymond 
Tracey pose beside the Indian Parade Unit vehicles as 
they wait for their horses to be groomed. The vehicles 
also served as a hospitality area throughout the day for 
Pale Moon 's special guests. 

Iron Eyes Cody, well known movie actor and rep
resentative for the Keep America Beautiful campaign , 
clowns with Matoka much to the amusement of current 
Miss Indian America, Melanie Talmadge. 

At the head of his Inaugural Parade, our nation's 
new President and Commander-in-Chief, Ronald 
Reagan , arrives at the White House and opens a new 
chapter in American History. 

Pale Moon discusses final parade details with Jan 
Salestrom, Equestrian Coordinator, and Rob Huber
man , AIHF Parade Coordinator. The group then pre
pared for a police escort from the stables to the down
.town assembly sight on the mall. 

Surrounded by equestrian units of cavalry, cowboys 
and mountain men, Pale Moon and the colorful White 
Eagle Dancers of Falls Church , Virginia prepare to lead 
their procession to the White House. 

Greeted by the cheers of thousands and a wave 
from the President and First Lady, these distinguished 
representatives of American history and culture proud
ly portray their people's hopes and aspirations as 
"Trailblazers of the Past - Pathfinders of Tomorrow" . 



Part of the group gathers for a picture taking ses
sion before the parade gets underway. As one of the 
most interesting and colorful units in the parade, our 
group caught the attent ion of onlookers wherever they 
went. 

A sight seldom seen in the Nation's Capital: a band 
of Indians on ho rseback and in full regalia prepare to 
ride down one of the city's most prominent avenues. 

Reaching the end of the long and successful 
parade, Pale Moon bids the crowd a final farewell 
before return ing to the Indian Parade Unit vehicles for a 
barbeque buffalo cookout prepared by AIHF staff 
members. 

Pale Moon and her pony "Matoka" take advantage 
of assembly time to video tape segments to be used in 
the promotion of her upcoming chi ldren's television 
show, 'The Princess and the Pathfinders". 

Ah-hoe! With a wave of his eagle feather, Sammy 
"Tonekei " White signals his preparedness to " let the 
parade begin! " 

Later that night, Pale Moon captivates the aud i
ence at the "Inaugural Celebration - With Love" 
Festivity with a stirring rendition of her song 'This is 
Our America". 



Native American people of different tribes and 
persuasions are looking forward to a "new begin
ning." Our history tells a continuing story of grief 
and misunderstanding with our non-Indian broth
ers. But our people desire a new beginning of 
communication and cooperation with our fellow 
Americans. We will not refight the battles of the 
past, but will work to build bridges of understand
ing for tomorrow. As hard as I may try, I cannot do 
this alone ... 

I am only one, but still I am one. 
I cannot do everything, and yet I can do 

something. 
And the something I can do, I should do. 
And the something I should do -
With the help of the Great Spirit, I will do! 

Come Walk With Me In Beauty, 

(' 
~~~~ 

(Princess) Pale Moon 

Pale Moon, Iron Eyes and special friend Tom Constantino, 
president of the Noteworthy Company, and a longtime AIHF 
supporter. 

American Indian Heritage Foundation 
5908 Columbia Pike 
Falls Church, Virginia 
22041 · 
A Natiof!al Heritage Foundation 
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The American Indian Heritage Foundation, a non-profit 
public foundation under the auspices of the National Heritage 
Foundation, was established in 1973 to help and assist Ameri
can Indians through the work, ministries, and cultural 
awareness appearances of its founder, Princess Pale Moon. The 
main objectives of the American Indian Heritage Foundation 
are to help Indian youth to aspire to higher levels of excellence 
and achievement and to communicate the values, customs, 
and philosophy of American Indians to the non-Indian popula
tion, thereby building bridges of understanding. 
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN INDIAN A ND ALAS KA NATIVE SOCIAL WORKERS, INC. 

March 18, 1981 

Mr. David Rust, Executive Director 
White House Conference on Aging 
330 Independence Avenue Southwest 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Dear Mr. Rust: 

It has come to our attention that Mrs. Agnes M. Dill 
of Isleta Pueblo, New Mexico is among the nominees 
for appointment to the Advisory Committee for the White 
House Conference on Aging. Our strongest endorsement 
is offered in her behalf. 

Mrs. Dill serves as a model to all of us as a person of 
integrity who through her behavior and status represents 
the wholesomeness that is essential to any age. Her 
wisdom and understanding permeate all her actions. She 
comes from an ancient people who have forever revered 
the importance of lif~ and she exemplifies this reverence 
in her daily activities. 

S h e h a s ma d e nu m e r o u s c o n t ri b u t i o n s t o o u r s o c i e ty i n h e r 
capacity as National President of the North American Indian 
Women's Association, as Chairperson of the Historical and 
Cultural Committee of the International Women's Year Co
ordinating Committee, as President Gerald Ford's appointee 
to the National Advisory Council on Women's Educational 
Pr ograms, as an elected me mbe r of the Committee to amen d 
the Constitution of the Pueblo of Isleta and as a substi
tute teacher from time to time in the Isl eta Day School. 

She has been the recipient of high honors, including the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award of New Mexico Highlands Univ
ersity for years of Outstanding Service in a Wide Variety 
of Fi e ld s , th e Ne w Mexico Di s tingui s he d Public Se rvic e 
Award and Brigham Young University's Fourth Annual American 
Indian Agriculture and Home Management Award for Distin
guished Service to the Indian People. 



Mr. David Rust 
Page 2. 

While it gives us great honor to endorse Mrs . Dill as 
an Indian person who encourages and inspires us all 
by her continuing ef f orts, we recognize that the strength 
of her being lies in her humaness that spans and incor
porates all Peoples. 

We look forward to the foresight that she will contri
bute to the deliberations ahead in consideration of the 
elder.J_y members of our soci ~t-y , our foundation. 

7~mly your;L ~ - c~ 
'~ ~ r--;,t:-,,,,,,, ,,,;;, %, ~ -, \ l ¼ ./ ~ 1 __/ 
· -velyn ance Bla,~c ~a rd ,.----

President · l 

cc: Senator Claude Pepper 
Senator Harr i son Schmidt 
Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
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Dear Friend: 

" Very few of us fully understand the pain of the Native American people; 
very few of us have stopped for ev8-n ~ment to consider the tragedy, the past and 
continued suffering of these people : 

This letter is to clear up the confusion among us, the United States 
citizens. We will tell you abOqit 'ttie history of the United States Government and 
the Indian Nations. And we wi , 1 .tell you about some of the events that have 
happened in recent years, evens i which the American .Indians have tried to make 
us aware of their problems, as~ ng -for our solidarity and for the right to live and 
to be recognized for what they ar.e: Nations of people. 

It is not a mystery to anyone how this land was first "discovered" and 
then stolen. The fact is that prio o the innnigration of any Europeans to this 
continent, sovereign Nations of

1
,j.ndigenous people existed harmoniously and had 

their own religions, governments, educational systems, health systems, languages and 
cultures. ,, / 

These original Native American Nations made treat i es with France, 
England and Spain, prior to the existe~ce of the Unit States ; After the American 
Revolution and the formation ,of the United States of er.ica, treaties were ex
clusively signed between the United States o~ Ame i c~ and Na~we American Nations. 

~ 

Many of these treaties were made from a position o power on the part 
of the Native Nations. These treaties guaranteed that . th Nations were recognized 
and would respect each other's borders and rights: ey were separate and sovereign 
Nations. 

Under the Uftit· • s Constitution, Article VI, section 2, treaties 
conferred in by the :P °' la the Senate as mandated in Article II, section 2, 
are considered to be '' ,, supreme law of the l~d" "judges in every 
State shall be bound thereb( " Article VI, section follows: 

t This Constituion, , nd the laws of the U ited States which shall be 
made . in pursuan6e t er f, and all treaties ade or which shall be 

\ . 

made, under the ' ai thortty of the Unite St tes, shall be the 
supreme law of ,the land; and the judges in every State shall be 
found thereby, anythl ng in the Constit tion or laws of any State to 
the contrary notwitl1s~anding. 

\!ill ' 

Under the Con1;1t1 : utional authority ci ed directly above, the United 
States entered into approx ely 371 Indian ~rea ies with the various Indian 
Nations. The Constitutio~a • thorit.y employed '/as the same as that which enable 
the Federal Government to enM r ·, into other, inte:r.ational treaties. Indian treaties 
were lawful agreements between two sovereigns, the particular Indian Nation and the 
United States of America. \ 

A treaty between two sdvereigns is a document that is sealed with 
integrity and it is legally binding as long as both Nations remain in existance. 
The abrogation of a treaty by one par~y wi~hom, the consent of the other constitutes 
a violation of international law. I is this violation that we are addressing 
today. If the United States cannot keep its promises that are in the form of 
treaties, with the original people of t~is continent, how can the rest of the world 
have faith in the United States and its Govenunent? It is no longer possible for 
us American citizens to stand by quiet ly and let our Government violate our 
Constitutional integrity. We love ou~\ country too deeply to let this happen! If 
we continue to find excuses to justify f he mistak s of our politicians, we not only 
betray our Constitution but we lose our self respect as well. 

Of the 371 treaties signed between tlie United States and the Indian 
Nations all have been broken, and are still being broken, by the United States. 
Not one has been broken by an Indian Nation. 
The Dawes Act (Allotment Act) of 1887 was one of the most blatant violations of 
treaties by the United States Government. This ill allotted the Indian owned land 
to individual family heads in small parcels. The effect was that the United States 
Government obtained millions of acres of surplus land for the new settlers, while 
also interfering with the traditional, political 81\d economic life of the Indian 
Nations. 
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In 1924 a Cayuga chief, Deskaheh, went to the League of Nations to try 
to gain international recogn{t~n for the Six Nations. At that time, many 
European Nations were considering such recognition. In order to extinguish this 
possibility, Canada announced to the world that the Indian people were no longer 
citizens of their own Nations and were henceforth to be citizens of Canada. The 
United States followed this example. In a matter of months, they granted citizen
ship to all Indian people although the offer was politely refused by the Native 
Nations. No Nation has the ript to force citizenship upon people of another 
Nation. The list of treaty violation goes on and on, filling up volmnes. 

During the course of expansion of the United States, Indian people 
were pushed onto the least de1irable land. Possibilities for survival by hunting 
and fishing were diminished as aettlers invaded th~ surrounding territories. The 
land left over, reserved to the lndian Nations, was' land which was and is agri
culturally poor. The result wu that many of the Indian people could no longer 
adequately grow th~ food they needed. · 

j ;. 4-~~~-~ 
:,',:(· '. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) was•~ up in 1824 within the 
Department of War to provide the Indian people with fc,pd ~d clothing, while at 
the same time, it was to aid the Indian Nations tn b4tfolll~llg __ s'-lf sufficient nations 
once again. If one examines the history of the BIA', d ·• · ·. ,.,, with the Indian 
Nations, one sees that th•~ have barely met their..-•~ s, let alone aided them 
in becoming self sufficient. As a matter of fet .aliio the policies and 
programs initiated by the BIA have lUde the Indian . more dependent on 
the United States Government. 

In 1934 another devastating blow wu, t by the passage of the 
Reorganization Act, for through the Reorganization Act Tribal Governments were 
set up in place of chiefs. , The election■ and vottilg were not and are not 
recognized by the Tr..,,it~ .1ry .fiadian people. • ~Tribal Governments were imposed 
despite the fact th · ··· · · '.· ation■ hid their• ,"• · itional form of government 
which was not only _ for thou•ancl• of yean extremely effective, more 
so than the present tribal, councUs. 

It is quite evident, especially today 
were not set up for the b'11e · t of the Indian peop 
United States Government~~ ,1r special materltli ~. 

the Tribal Governments 
t for the benefit •of the 

Although the land reaerved tor the I ian Nations was agriculturally 
poor, it has been found rich ill Yarious minerals. Now the United States .Govern
ment and energy corporations;1~hl'Ough the Tribal Governments are seeking to get at 
these lands and their resc, · es . Various fOl'IIS of mining have been started on 
many Indian Reservation~.- : , is Nizure of reaources has already begun through 
arrangements made by some bal Governments ancl Peabody Coal Company, Amax, 
United Nuclear & Homestake, "Exxon and Ptt>bil, to name a few. Stripmining, a waste
ful process, as demonstrated by it• effect■ in Appalachia, is underway, in spite of 
protests of the Traditional leaders. 

Quick profits have seemed more important to these corporations than a 
more realistic concern for the future. Ouification, a process which uses coal and 
large amounts of water, is already under way on Indian lands which can least sustain 
this kind of pollution and waste. The Navajo and Hopi lands, and in fact most of 
the lands of the western Indian Nations, are aemi arid and are able to sustain life 
only by a very delicate balance. Millions of tons of lllilltailings, abandoned by · 
the corporations from uranium mining, are giving off an extremely poisonous radon 
gas which is being spread across the countryside by the wind and rain. Of 100 
Navajo uranium miners, 20 have died from lung cancer and 35 more presently have 
lung cancer from radom gas. Depletion and contamination of water and pollution of 
these extensive areas will affect numbers of Iadian people as well as non-Indians. 

At the present time the human rilbta, ri1hta of Nationhood, rights of 
self determination, and even the basic right of existence of Indian people are being 
actively denied in the United States. The Indian people have tried to bring their 
situation before the American people on many occasions in recent years. 

In November of 1969 a group of Alllertcan Indians led by Richard Oakes, a 
27-year~ld Mohawk, occupied Alcatraz Island which was abandoned by the United States 
in 1963. They were acting in accordance with a pJ"Ovision in the 1868 Fort Laramie 
Treaty which stated "any unused land would revert back to its original owners (the . 
Indians)." 'they hoped the land would be returne( ,;and devoted to instituting Native 
American Studies, an Indian Medical Center, Eoological · Research Center, and an Indian 
Museum. After 18 months of occupation, the United States Government came in and took 
the survivors off the Rock Island. 
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In 1972 Indian people initiated the Trail of Broken Treaties. Several 
groups of Native Americans converged in Washington, D.C. , to present a list of 
grievances and a twenty-point program designed to stress the treaty rights of the 
Nations and make possible an honest relationship between Natives ·and Government, '. 
When the demonstrators . arrived there were no decent accommodations for them (the 

. BIA was informed of their arrival but completely overlooked it) . . ·After considerable 
delay, when it became clear that no housing would be ·provide·d for the Ind.ians and 
that no one of importance would speak to them, they occupied the BIA Building and 
barricaded themselves in 'against attempts to evict them, After six days of extreme 
tension they were finally ind ~d to leave with promises which were later retracted •. 
Many of them were arrested. 

On February 1973, the Civil Rights Organization on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation met openly to discuss their grievances concerning the corrupt Tribal 
Government and the -BIA. qince similar meetings had : produced no results, the people 
decided .to ask for assistance from the American Indian Movement (AIM). After another 
open meeting on February 27, 197:J, a caravan of some 300 people drove to Wounded 
Knee village, site of. the 1890 ~assacre and a prime example of the treatment of 
Indians since the European invasion. Ironically, the number of Indians in 1973 was 
approximately the same as the number massacred less than 100 years ago, Upon 

· arrival, the people continued the meetings that brought them to Wounded . Knee. Within 
hours police had set up road blocks, cordoned off the area and· began arresting people 
leaving the town. The Nat'ive Americans prepared. to defend themselves against this 
aggression. The Federal -Government brought in armored personnel carriers and an 
arsenal of weapons. BIA police, FBI and local vigilantes ringed the area. Hundreds 
of thousands of rounds of ammunition were fired into Wounded Knee. They held out for 
71 days and lost two lives beforea .truce was negotiated. Primary issues in the 
accord were a re-examination of the 1868 For Laramie Treaty and a democratic Tribal 
Government. The Government still had not fulfilled its latest agreement; instead, 
317 people were charged wi:h:, conspiracy, larceny and ·nwrierous other charges. 

On FebruQ.J'Y 11, 1978, the Longest Walk started from the West coast. It 
was yet another peacet~l and spiritual attempt to bring to world wide . attention the 
fact that the Indians are Qtill here and still have the same grievances as in the · 
beginning.- The Native Ame;t-icans set out from San Francisco to walk across the heart
land. of America to Washington, D.C. More than 90 Nations were represented in the 
Walk. By the time of the Wal · •s c\J].mination in Washington, D.C. on July 15, 1978 .. 
Native people from all ovei- t ddntinent were involved in this effort. The Longest 
Walk grew out of the concern o }ndi.an people for anti-Indian legislation that was . 
currently before Congress such as: · · 

HR 9054 - Native American Equal Opportunity Act of 1977. This bill would 
abrogate all treaties, close all Indian hospitals, schools, housing projects and stop 
all hunting and _ fishing. There were 11 such bills Congress in 1978; all were designed 
to erode Indian freedom in one way or another • 

. Throughout these events that were i 1tiated by Indian people they were not 
. granted complete and unbiased media coverage. For instance, an event like the Longest 
Walk, involving hundreds of men, women and -cb, ldren, •did not receive national media 
coverage until, six months after it began, it reached Washington, D.C. And even then 

, the reports were vague and twisted. The fact is . that the media -in this country show 
an inability and unwillingness to acc~tely report the real and actual events of the 
Indian Nations. •On the contrary, in the rest . of the world these events were extensively 
and accurately reported by all med i•. 

The Indian people are still trying to bring their grievances -before the 
American public with the hope that the American Citizens (who are fair and just people), 
will strongly urge President Carter to meet with the Traditional Elders of the Indian . 
Nations. 

It is our duty, as people of honor, to try to understand the Native American 
Indian and their way of life, their great respect for a11 ·nature _and their desperate 
need to · save their culture. We have tQ establish a right relationship with the American 
Indians_ and with nature, otherwise we ·will destroy not only them and this land, but 

.ourselves. 

If your conscience tells you that it is time to do something ·to help, 
please sign the petition, ask your fami~y and your friends to sign and mail it to the 
address ·below. 

LET RIGHT . BE DONE! PEACE :BE IN YOUR HEART FOREVER! 

MARIA STUDIO 16 W. 22nd Street, Rootn 200, New Tork, N. Y. 10010 
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LiST OF TRADITIONAL NATIVE .. AMERICANS THAT WISH TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. 

8H2i~~A NATION: _ TATADAHO 

CAYUGA NATION: 

· MOHAW NATION: 

MOHAW NATION: 
CANADA CHIEFES 

ONEIDA .NATION: 

TANAWANDA NATION: 
CHIEFES 

TUSCARORA NATIUN: 

MUSKOGEE NATION: 

HOPI NATION: 

DAY HANT'". GAW. DOHNS 

CHIEF J.AKE SW. 
CHIEF LORAIN 

a, 

CHIEF, ERIN O , 
. ~'-

ARTHUR ANDER 

L ADVISOR 
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LAKOTA NATION: MATTE ING CHAIRMAN FOR LAKOTA PEOPLE . 
NATIVE AMERICAN: 
WOMAN 

MORE NAMES WILL BE PRESEN'l' AFTER JUNE 15, 1979. 

THE ISSUES·. 'THAT WILL CONCERN MORAL , SPIRITUAL AND POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS • . 

i 

\ ·.· 
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s 

. 

·, 



--~-----.--,-- ----·= .. .. .... - ......... -· -··· ..... . 

u ~ ~\L~ 

f ('Q ~; J~v-- \-- ) Q0-\ 

T i,..~o\ 0-l I w~ t\ s-tS"'t I 
. D , eo)'- \ 6 C\ J 

SENSE 1l10 INC VEAIV10N • 
• T AVENUE WASHINGTON • N. W . SUITE 

• o.c 2 
202 / 628 . 0005 • 

•1151 

Joe <JaffaC1on 
cSento'l cR , . eiea1ch 

i!67b/.if-t-{J /1 cSpecialiII 1 ®t.(IAtAlf Ivd~ 11/4..L • llt'J,u 

auFFAl..O TlGER 

~~·- -;; 

., . . 

XA-~ 

p. 0 - BOX 44002.\ 
T_.. ... _.. •• u s,._..,..o,.. 

Ml_..,.,. F I.OR•0_.. 33\44 
{3051 2.2.3-8380 

KAW TRIBE OF OKLAHOMA 

P.O. BOX 78 
KAW CITY, OKLAHOMA 7464'1 

JOE MEHOJAH, JR. 
Chairman 

Res: (918) 287-1467 

Bus: (405) 269-2552 
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( OTHER SERVICES ) 

The ALPHA GROUP represents a resource for 
Tribal Chairmen's use in solving a variety of prob
lems: 

• Technical assistance in the preparation of pro
posals and budgets for Tribal operation of BIA, 
IHS and other governmental programs. 

• Development of management systems for opera
tion of BIA, IHS and other governmental pro
grams. 

• Recru itment of hard to find technical and profes
sional personnel to staff Tribally operated pro
grams. 

• Development of specialized education and train
ing programs for Tribal members. 

• Economic analysis of projects to determine feasi
bility and profitability. 

• Tribal resource utilization planning and manage
ment. 

ALPHA GROUP professionals are available on short 
notice and will provide services at your request. 
Call us for an informal evaluation of your special 
problem. 

James E. Hawkins 
(703) 471-1967 
(703) 471-1417 

Thomas Karwaki 
(703) 273-2622 
-·-- · 

Gunilla Lindh Foster 
(703) 442-9,138 

Or Write: 

The ALPHA GROUP 
P.O. Box 2263 

Reston, Virginia 22090 

T E 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
FOR 

NATIVE AMERICANS 

THE ALPHA GROUP 
P.O. Box 2263 

Reston, VA 22090 



THE ALPHA GROUP 

An organization of Washington based professionals 
with long experience with the Federal Government 
and with American Indian problems, the ALPHA 
GROUP is in a unique position to assist Tribal 
Chairmen w ith: 

• Federal Contract Negotiations 

• Representation Services 

• Technical Assistance 

• Management Assistance 

• Economic Analysis 

• Education & Training Assistance 

• Reservation Planning 

• Health Planning & Administration 

., 
FEDERAL 

CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS 

" 

~ ~ 

ALPHA GROUP professionals have had extensive 
experience in conduct ing contract negotiations 
w ith the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Indian Health 
Service and other government agencies, to insure: 

• That adequate funds are provided for the pro
grams being contracted 

·* That adequate funds are provided for overhead 
and administrative costs 

• That technical assistance and support services 
are included. 

After the contract is negotiated the ALPHA GROUP 
can provide Tribal Chairmen w ith contract adminis
tration services and start-up assistance. 

., 
" 

REPRESENTATION SERVICES 

The ALPHA GROUP can use their broad knowl
edge of the Federal Government and Federal offi
cials to assist Tribal Chairmen: 

• With advance warning of BIA and IHS regula
tions, budgets and p lans affecting Tr ibes. 

• Development of legislative and regulatory strate· 
gies designed to accomplish Tribal objectives. 

• Insuring that Tribal Chairmen have the opportuni
ty to comment effectively on pending Federal 
regulations and legislation. 

• Developing testimony for Tribal Cha irmen con
cerning proposed regulations and legislation. 

• Provid ing introductions to key Federal officials 
and Members of Congress. 
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The a t tached is a Q & A pertaining to the 

Americ nn Indi ans. Most is s ues that concer n 

t he I ndia n t ribes are conta ined he r ein. 

1980 



1 . 
~ 

What is the Heagan p::>sition on "governrrent-to-<3overnrrent" relatims 
between the Federal gove.rnrrcnt and I.rrlian tribal g:::,vernrrents - in 
ot.1~ word r. , trea ting tribal governrrents on an equal basis with state 
and local 9 l"NCiTlJl'l2Dts? 

' 
Because I believe deeply in the rule of ,law, I support respect 

_ -··- ·--·· - for arid il dh e rence to treaties, court decisions, and laws passed 
·• 

by Congre ss which clearly recognize Indian tribes right__!-9_ 

Tribes have not given up their powers of self-government in 

their local communities. I want to see tribal powers of local 

~ - self-government continue to improve and develdp. I want to 

see tribes effectively address the issues of poverty, education, 

poor health conditions, and community development, particularly 

more effective judicial systems. 

I can think of no better example of the problem flowing from 

paternalistic big government than the events that have happened 

to Ame rican Indian communities. I would support Indian govern

ment through the {!11 f :iJ.J.!11~.!1~ ... C?t.-= t~_ea~.Y... o!?~igations and financial 

assis_~ance, and ~~t suppf-_a_~~ _In~i __ a_n government by federal govern

ment bureaucrats. 



\ 

2. What is the Reagan p::>Si tion on "governrrent-to-goyernirent" relations 
bel-...iecn t.h2 F(x3cr,u gavcrnrrc.nt and Indian tribal gove.iTlJTCnts -- in 
other v,0rds, treating triral g:,ve.rnrrents on an equal l::asis with state and 
local governnr-•J1ts? 

The traditional relationship between the United States and Indian 

governments i.-2. a "government-to-government relationship." History 

tells us thnt the only effective way for Indian reservations, and 

Indian communities, to develop is with local Indian leadership. 

Bearing in mind the legal and historical background; tribal 
# _.;. -.-

governments must play the primary role in Indian fffairs. State 

and non-Indian local gove~nrnents can at best play only a secondary 
...---- . ·-

role. 
,,_,,. ---



' . 

3. Will the Rc.:i9an Ad-ninist.ratim establish a White House ro-ordiru:itor 
on Indian trih:il affairs to prevent the current situation of \.lTlCO::.Ordimted 
programs wru ch overlap in numerous federal agencies? 

We cannot promise that an office of special co-ordinator on Indian 

Tribal Affairs will be established in the Re~g~n White House, although 

- - --the ,natter v.•ill be looked into. -However, I can -assure .the Indian 

\ 

·. 
tribes that their leadership will have strqng advocacy and an open 

channel of communication in the White House. The failure or re

fusal of the various federal agencies to cooperate with each other 
I 

and to coordinate their efforts on behalf of the Indian tribes 
#• 

results in gross inefficiency, loss of costly tima, and greatly 

reduced cost-benefit to the Indian people. This will not be 

tolerated in the Reagan White House. 



4 . 

\, 

, · 

Wlut will the Re.ugan p::>licy be on dealing with urban Indians and 
n::>n-fe<k !r a lly rccx:>gnizcd Jndian groups, including state-re:x,gnized 
Indian tribes, as opp:,sed to Federally-recognized tribes? 

At the outset, let me say that .I fully respecl the unique 
·. 

trust relationship between the t.hited States government 

and the federally-recognized Indian tribes. However, having 

served as Governor of the state which has some of the 

largest urban Indian communities in the U.S., I am aware 

of the unique nature of their situation and i of the fact 

that their problems have been largely ignored in the past. 

The situation of the urban Indians, the off-reservation 

rural Indian communities, and the tribes not recognized 

by the federal government must be looked into with the 

goal of establishing ways and means of securing better 
.. -· - -··· - - .. - ·- . . . •- .. - . . . 

opportunities for them. However, this must be done in a way 

that will not threaten or compromise the treasured trust 

relationship of the federally-recognized tribes, nor dirnish 

the financial commitment of the federal government to them • 

• 



5 . Will the :Rra gan Achin.istratian retain the fX)Sition of Assistant Secr1:tary 
of tJH~ Interjor for Indian Affairs ana the Cqrmissioner of Indian Affairs? 

The Reagan Administration will consider various alternative 

arrange ments for assuring the development or Indian policy and 

the effective execution of that policy. The present Assistant 

Secretary and Commissioner structure is one alternative. There 

may be others worthy of consideration, suggested by organi

zational expert~ or by tribal leadeiship. Wh~tever the final 

choice, it will be taken only after full consultation with Indian • • 

leadership. 



6. Will Indian tribes continue to be eli_gible to receive General 
Revenue string . Funds? 

I see no circumstances under which I would initiate any legislative 

changes that would alter current conditions ~nd prohibit tribal 

- - -~iigibility to receive G~neral Revenue Sharing Funds. In the 

long run, however, I would hope to decentralize prog~~n . 
responsibilities from the Federal government to " the State and 

local governments, including tribal governments, along with the 

tax resources to pay for them. 
# - •.• 

)) 



.. 

7. W1at is the Reagan policy on tribal govemrrents determining their o.m 
rreinh:>r rJ-i jp and govcmnent [.X)licies witl10ut interference by tlY...! Bureau 
of lnilian Af fo i rs or Secretary of Interior, notwithstanding rertain 
trust respcnsjbility legal restrictions? 

Indian pe ople should determine tribal membership for them-. 

selves, since they are ultimately going to par~icipate in the 

responsibilities and benefits of the tribal relationship • 

I believe staLe and local governments should have maximum 

freedom to develop their governmental policies without inter-

• .;$- fe·rence by federal agencies. Since tribal governments have ' .. . 

the same responsibilities to tribal members that state and 

local government have to their citizens my philosophical view 

is that federal bureaucrats should not interfere with Indian 
..___ . . ... 

government polic~ development. Where the trust responsibility 

brought my administration into conflict with tribal policies, 

I would be willing to consider in consultation with Indian 

governments recommending to Congress the repeal of laws that 

are causing difficulties. 



,· 

8. \-mat wjlJ the Rc..~g .-m policy be on encarraginsi t.r~...s to take aver BIA 
Indian Hu".il tJ-i Service programs as they are capa.bl e, thus rcducll¥3 
the role of 9ove.rTin""'.J1t agencies but rot terminat..ir)3 f edo..-.ral funding? 

·- ----- I endorse "Indian self-determinatiori" as nation~l policy . 

\ 

. 
The Indian Self-Determination Act (PL93-~38) was proposed 

by a Republican Administration and enacted by Congress to provide 

the legal and administrative vehicle for the tribal governments 
, 

to secure control and management of federal programs designed 

to serve their constituencies. °I believe that t:he tribal 

governments, as they decide they are able to administer it, 

should have that control. 

Although I am informed that there have been problems in im

plementing PL93-638, I believe that the concept of Indian 

self-determination remains valid. A priority in the Reagan 

Administration's Indian affairs agenda would be a thorough 

review of PL93-638 with the Congress and the Indian leadership 
--- •• - • •I•-

for the purpose of improving the legislation and the federal 

administration of it; and of removing those aspects which cause 

anxiety and reluctance on the part of the tribes to participate. 



9. Wj 11 th? R0:19;u1 h)minis tration guarantee tri.bu:l governrrents that it 
will not tenni.J1ntc tribes or the f cderal resp:m.sibili ty to tribes or 
abrogate treaties between tribes and the U.S. Govemrcnt? 

I, 

·. 
The ·Reagan Administration would be opposed ·to · the ··ab

rogation of Indian treaties and the termination of the unique 

relationship between the federal goverw,ient and the Indian 

tribes. 
61 .s 

The policy of "termination" has been greatly discredited as 

morally and legally unacceptable and, in practical social and 

economic terms, devastating. 

I stated earlier that because I believe in the rule of law, 

I support respect for and adherence to existing Indian 

treaties. The provisions of many Indian treaties are still 

valid law and impose duties and responsibilities on both 

Indian governments and the UniteJ States government today. 

The support and fulfillment of Indian treaties is bound up 

with the honor and integrity of the United States. The United 

States should keep its pledged word to any nation, great or 

small. Supreme Court Justice Black expressed it this way, 

"Great nations, like great men, should keep their word." 

The policy of termination of the federal trust responsibility 

to Indian tribes proved to be an economic and social disaster 

in the 19SO's and 1960's. My administration would not recommend 

that termination be revitalized or resurrected. 

. 
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1 0. Will Uie Reag=m Administration guarantee against states or local 
g.:>vemm~t.s taking over or having jurisdiction over any tribal 

I"C!Servzition or lii~-;Loriral Indian lands? 

The Rcu~:F111 l\dmini!;tration would not advance Executive 

•·-·- ·-- -- action nor ..support legislation that would provide for the 

\ 

·. 
s e izure of tribal jurisdiction by state authority. 

My Administration will be committed to 'l;)pholding the law. 

If the tribal justice systems are deficient in the ir . ~ --
abilities to protect rights and property and to administer 

.. ... 
justice, government should assist them in carrying out their 

responsibilities fairly and responsibly. 

I am informed that, at the initiative of Indian leadership 

themselves, a Commission on State/Tribal Relations has been 

sanctioned by the National Tribal Chairmen's Association, 

the National Congress of American Indians, and the National 

Conference of State Legislatures. I am encouraged by this 

action and look upon this type of negotiation as a promising 

step in resolving the age-old struggle between the tribes and 

the states. 



... 

J l . \~ut will th~ Reagan J:X)licy be on gu1ranteeing water rights for tribal 
govcrnrn:Tils in the Western part of the U.S.? 

I believe that the inherent water rights of the lnaian tribes 

is a vital key to true and lasting economic ~evelopment for 

Indian reservations . I agree that quantification of water rights 

mu st be achieved in the future; but quantification must not be 

to the detriment of the Indian tribes. 

The best protection of Indian water rights isithe perfection 

of those rights through beneficial usage of the water by the 

Indian people. This can be done with assistance to the tribes 

a nd their people for them to develop their energy, agricultural, 

and other tribal natural resources . 



12 . W1.:1t is the Reagan p:>licy on up1aldin:J fishing right~ on tribal lands? 

As I stated earlier I suppo~t the fulfillment of Indian 

treaty rights. Where the tribes by the terms of a treaty . ~ 

.. 
have reserved their fishing rights I feel·those rights should 

be protected. This is consistent with current federal Indian 

law as the U.S. Supreme Court has interpreted it. , 

,. 
1 



13. What is th:? R~ gan p::>licy 01 tribal court systems? Jurisdiction 
over non-Indians on Indian lands? Taxation of persons living on . 
Indian lands? 

I would encourage -and suppor_t the development .. of .the 

tribal court system. Because of the geographical isolation 
-~ . .,. 

of Indian reservations tribal courts are sometimes the only . 
judicial forums available for hundreds of miles. It is 

my understanding that at the present time tribal court 

systems have no difficulties about their juri~diction 

over civil cases involving both Indian and non-Indians. 

It is also my understanding that the U.S. Supreme Court 

concluded that tribal courts did not have jurisdiction 

over non-Indiaris in 1978 in a case on the Suquamish 

reservation. I know that the issue of criminal just{ce 

jurisdiction over non-Indians by tribal courts is a source 

of high emotion on both sides and deep frustration for 

tribal court and government officials because of the irre

sponsible action of some non-Indians in Indian communities. 

Indian communities must be protected against lawless action 

and I would welcome advice on the matter from Indian govern

ments. 

- . l 



.. 

... ., 

14. Will the Rmg.:m Administration StJHX>rt Indian education throogh the 
Burreu of Wian Affairs rather than through (the Depa.rt:rrcnt of 
Educatim? 

I rave reen inf ornm that Indian tribal lea.ders and education 

professiorals have aw:>sed the transfer of Indian edocation from 

the BIA to the new ~partrnent of Education, for fear that th2 

' 
resulting roouct.ian of the BIA blrlget would diminish that 

7

agercy' s 

• .., ._~st protection as well; and that the tribes feared absorption and 

• loss cif Indian education programs in the burgeoning bureaucracy of 

the new tA=parbrent. 

I have strongly opp:::,sed the Department of Education, and if 

elected I will prop:>se its abolition. If that rreasure is acbpted, 

the Indian education program would presumably be transferred back 

to BIA, or reorganized in su:h a· way as to increase tribal resp:msi

bili ties for the education of Indian children. 



( 
\ 

.. 

15. Will Peileral agencies be directe:i to· doa.1 with tribes directly 
ratJ1cr th-in through st.ates or munties an welfare, nut:r:i tion 
progrums, law enforcerent assistance, etc.? 

' My ndministration will honor the government-to-government 

relationship that exists according to law. -·-.:-certainly, 

we'll be open to discussion on the best possible delivery 

systems for federal services to Indian people. However, 

we are aware of the magnitude of the problem of, changing 

lesislation· that directs federal funding through state 
• 

channels, and can make no promises until my Administration has 

had the opportunity to thoroughly review the situation. 



.. 

.. 

16. Since tribal governrrents own a large share of natural resourres 
(inclooing energy), what is the Reagan p::>licy on pe.nn.itting tribes 
autonany in decisirns an develcprent, lease m:magerent, etc.? 

·. 

Tribal governments should have the right to determine the 

extent and the methods of developing the tribe's natural 

resources. Although the federal g~vernment has a trust 

~ - responsibility for Indian natural resources, that responsi-, 
bility should be directed to the prot~ction of the resources 

from alientation and exploitation from the outside. It 

should -not be used to hinder tribes · from taking advantage 

of economic development opportunities. 

Tribes are making great strides in planning and controlling 

development -- particularly those members of the Council of 

Energy Resource Tribes. The American private sector pos

sesses unlimited technology and managemen~ expertise which 

the tribes can call upon. My administration would encourage 

fair and just partnerships among the tribal . governments, the 

private sector, and the feder~~ government in meeting the 

tribes• identified development needs. 



... . 
' 

17. What js th? plan to assist tribes in deveioping t!x?ir awn econanic 
self--sufficic,cy? 

Economic self-sufficiency will be a goal of the Reagan 

Admini s tration, both in Indian affairs and in the nation ~t 

large. It would work to make availabre financial, tech

nological and management assistance which will enable tribal 

enterprises to develop their own proj'ects for self-suf-

f iciency. This will result in the reduction of income 

' dependency and an increase in productive employment -- which 

are the desires of Indian people. 



. ) 

.. 

18. What is tJ">e plan to encourage e::.-ananic develop-rent of individual 
Indian 5ITBll ru.sincss enterprise? 

Although the · systematic development.of tribal enterprise is 

extremely -·important, the development -of indi\iidual or small 

business enterprise is cruci~l to sound economic develop-
- ·- . ......... -

ment on the reservations. 

Ample opportunities now exist in the areas of ftgriculture, 

services, and light industry development throqghout the 

rural Indian communities. As is the case throughout America, 

however, many Indian businesses fail for lack of adequate 

management and financing capital availability. 

My Administration will work to assist all small businesses 

in obtaining capital, managerial assistance, government 

procurement contracts, and export opportunities. 

j• . . .. 
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1 9 . In seJ e:ct i.ng a Secretary of the Interior, will Reagan consid:r 

. - .., . 

an inilivjdLDJ \\ho is knowledgmble in the. area of Indian affairs, 
since tre Bureau of Indian Affairs is under the Departrrent of 
the Interior and the department could be nost effective with this 
kn:7..;ledge in handling Indian issues? · 

Until I am actually considering individuars to nominate 

for the position of Secretary of the Interior it is 

difficult to make a yes or no _response. 

✓ 

Indian ·Affairs is an extremely important part of the 

Interior Department, but the . Department has,a broad 

range of important responsibilities. I would definitely 

consider an Indian for Secretary of the Interior, but it 

would have to be a person who has demonstrated knowledge 

and competence commensurate with the full range of 

Departmental responsibilities. 

•· 
~ • I, 
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2 0. Will Reagan ensure that his admistration consul ts with triJ:>es on 
issues and aJ¥>illblent.s to p:>sitims affecting Indians and tribal 
gov er ~:n ts? 

. 
Yes. I have indicated that the traditional "gove rnment-

to-government" relationship between the federal government 

and Indian governments should be continued. In my view 

that would include consulting with tribes and their leaders 

# • ' in the development of federal Indian policy, ijnd about 

appointments to federal government positions aff e cting 

Indians and tribal governments. I feel that the problem 

of an insensitive, unresponsive paternalistic federal 

government has been most acute in the area of Indian policy. 

I believe that the people whose interests are intended to 

be served and whose lives are most affected should play a 

larger role in influencing federal policy and personnel, so 

that the federal government can become more sensitive and 

responsive. 



CL~ ~ 

· North Carolina llllf!lf7.J!A 
Department of Administrationr-

po. Box 27228 Raleigh 27611 (919) 733-5998 

James B. Hunt,Jr., Governor 
Joseph W. Grimsley, Secretary 

July 10, 1981 

Ms. - Elizabeth Dole, President 
Minority Affairs 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Attention: Ms. Charlotte Ellis 

Dear Ms. Dole: 

N.C. Commission of Indian Affairs 
A Bruce Jones, Executive Director 

Please find enclosed a copy of the North Carolina Commission of 
Indian Affairs' 1978-79 Annual Report, which was inadvertently 
omitted from enclosure with A. Bruce Jones' letter of invitation 
to our 1982 Indian Unity Conference, dated July 2, 1981. I 
sincerely hope this omission has not caused you any inconvenience 
and that we will soon receive a favorable reply to our invitation 
from you. 

/1 sf 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~~)~-Y~ 
Executive Secretary 
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North Carolina AfTO~ 
Department of Administration~ 

PO. Box 27228 Raleigh 27611 (919) 733-5998 

James B. Hunt, Jr .. Governor 
Joseph W. Grimsley, Secretary 

Ms. Elizabeth Dole, President 
Minority Affairs 

July 2, 1981 

White House 1 
Washington, D.C. 20500 . 

Attentio~: Ms. Charlotte Elli~ 

Dear Ms. Dole: 

N.C. Commission of Indian Affairs 
A Bruce Jones, Executive Director 

The North Carolina Commission of Indian Affairs• wishes to invite your _ 
participation in the Seventh Annual North Carolina Indian Unity Conference 
to be held March 4-6, 1982, in Raleigh, North Carolina . . The theme of the 
Conference will be, "Building a Better Future Through Indian Unity." 

If your schedule permits, we would like for you to be the keynote speaker 
during one of the three General Assembly sessions to be held March 4-6, 
1982. The General Assembly on March 4 will run from 3:00-4:00 p.m. and . 
the General Assembly sessions on March 5 are scheduled for 9:00-10:00 a.m. 
and 1:30-2:30 p.m. We will hold these sessions open until we hear from 
you regarding your availability and preference. If we do receive an 
affirmative response from you, we will contact you regarding the necessary 
arrangements for your attendance. 

You \...,ere highly recommended by our Conference Planning Conmittee and we 
would be honored to have you present at this major event for Indian people. 
To give you a basic overview of the Indian Commission's role, I have 
enclosed a copy of our 1978-79 Annual Report. 

I have appointed Greg Richardson, a member of my staff, to serve as the 
Conference Coordinator. If you have any questions regarding the Conference, 
please contact Greg or me at (919) 733-5998. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this invitation. 

ABJ:lsf 

Enclosure 

cc: Greg Richardson 

Sincerely, 

0 
A. Bruce Jones 
Executive Director 

. I 




