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Indian Child Welfare Act funds will t 1ly cause great harm to Indian people,
but it will prove a costly mistake t : will result in government having to

pay much greater exper s for direct child care d fi .ly welfare :rvices.



Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the Pre .« it
for Public Liaison

W: 1ington., D. C.

Dear Mr. Blackwell:
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D.
An the control and

distribution of water on Indian Reservations.

In Colville Confeder :ed Tribes vs. Walton, No. 79-4297 (9th Cir. 1981),
The Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit recognized that the states

have no power to regulate surface and ground waters on Indian reservations
and that this power resides in Indian tribes and, therfore, this unitary

1 source must be regulated by Indian tribes.

The proposed Secretarial 1 3ulations published in 46 Fed. Reg. 944 (1981)
should be withdrawn d Secretarial regulations supporting and effectuating

tribal regulations should be immediately promulgated and adopted.

E. Tribal Participation Within Federal, Regional, and State Administrative

Acencies

There are a multitude of ¢ inistrative agencies dealing with water and
fishing rights within the Columbia River Basin: The tribes who have
paramount rights and interests in waters and other reserved rights
in this basin have little or no participation in decisions made by

these ¢ :ncies.

Indian tribes in the Columbia River Basin must have meaningful participation
in these determinatii s and without their prior agreement there should

be no change in their reserved rights or interests.

IT. Issues Concerning the Nature of Indian F served Rights.

The unique nature of Indian reserved rights must be recognized as a matter
or policy. Those ri its pertain to the qu 1tity and quality of atmc
surface and ground w: ers and must be adequate to meet present and future

Indian water requirments. They must be exercised for any purpose.























































































Mr. Schweiker
Page 2
August 17, 1981

We are hoping to clarify procedures for tribal governments to re-
quest and receive direct block grant funding so that funds for tribal
governments can be reserved before States obligate their entire allot-

nts. We feel that the intent of Congress is clear, that tribal
governments are eligible to receive direct Community Serv: :s Block
Grant funding, based upon their eligible populations.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely.yours,

%%J@/

John R.
Executive Director

L/el

cc: Dorcas Hardy, Assistant Secretary for Human Development
A. David Lester, Commissioner, Administration on Native Americans
William Jamieson, Jr., Director, Arizona Department of Economic
Security
N National Congress of American Indians





