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Phil Nicolaides. resigned from the U.S. Information
Agency last Monday at the request of Charles Wick,
the agency director. Word of Nicolaides’ resignation
was greeted with sadness among those employees of
the Voice of America who had been hoping for a basic
change in the philosophy and operations of the Voice as
a result of Ronald Reagan’s election. It was greeted
with cheers on the part of those who feared such a
-change and had been working strenuously to make sure
that the Voice continued to function as it had in the
Carter adminiswcation.

Prior to being hired by the Voice, Nicolaides had
written a memo to James Conkling, the director, in
which he argued that the Voice had a duty to provide
more than simply entertainment to overseas audiences.
Nicolaides said that the Voice should be carrying
America’s message to the world. He agreed, with the
criticisms of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, the greatRussian
author, who says that the Voice of America is per-
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ceived as mushy and as all too willing to denigrate the
United States. Nicolaides thought that it was ridiculous
for the Voice to have banned the reading of Solzhenit-
syn’s works. He thought it was evenr more ridiculous
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for them to have aired an interview with Georgi Arba-
tov, a prominent Soviet disinformation expert.
- A copy of Nicolaides’ confidential memo was stolen
from Mr. Conklin’s desk and delivered to the press,
elements of which falsely reported that Nicolaides had
recommended that the Voice be used to air American
propaganda. Conkling wilted under the criticism of the
media, and Nicolaides was promptly put under wraps.
He found that his hardhitting commentaries were re-
jected or severely blue-pencilled. After several frus-
trating weeks, he was transferred out of the Voice to
USICA headquarters. The official story was that he
was going to work on Mr. Wick’s *‘Project Truth.””
This was a program to expose Soviet disinformation,
which Wick had launched with considerable fanfare
last fall.

Actually, Nicolaides was forbidden to work on Proj-
ect Truth, and he was given no meaningful work to do

Continued on page 3

Soviet Grenades Used in Miami

- Soviet grenades have been turning up in Miami, a
-un¢  ver police:agen  tifi the
ndeteovériagent st
same individual who brought in, during 1979, con-
siderably more than 200 Soviet grenades was also in-
~volved in supplying arms to El Salvador’s guerrillas -
and the Sandinistas and that the grenades were intended
for terrorism.
~ The first known use.of a Soviet RGD-5 grenade
‘came in October 1980. The grenade was used in a
bombing of Eloy Motors in Miami. The fact that the
bombing used a Soviet RGD-5 grenade was confirmed
in an official report by the Metropolitan Dade County
Crime Laboratory.
The undercover agent, Sergio Pinon, showed the
Senate Sub “:.amittee photos of nine unexploded

(“‘live’") Sovietgrenades captured by authorities in the

‘three -known bombing incidents in southern Flroida,

causing one casualty, with *‘in excess of 200’" gre-
nades still unaccounted-for.

Police -agent Pinon testified that the authorities had
information that the grenades were brought into the
U.S. in 1979 by a Cuban agent, whom Pinon would not
name, but who at that time was taking shipments of

-weapons to.communist guerrillas in El Salvador and

Nicaragua. Pinon testified that at least in some cases
the motive for bombings using the Soviet grenades was
to make the bombings appear to be the work of the
anti-Castro Omega-7 group.

Continued on page 3

Niéaraguan Build-up Continues

Congressman Robert K. Dornan, R.-Calif., told
‘*Meet the Press’’ on March 14 that offensive weapons
in Cuba are more. dangerous than at the time of the
Cuban Blockade in 1962. He coupled this situation
with the arms buildup in Nicaragua.

Rep. Doman said the U.S. is in a “‘much worse
position’’ than in 1962 when President Kennedy forced
the Soviets to remove intermediate-range ballistic mis-
siles (IRBMs) from Cuba. Rep. Domnan said he was
alluding in part to intelligence reports that MIG 27s
may be in Cuba.

**The MIG 27 is a more effective delivery system for
a nuclear device than were the IRBMs that President
Kennedy moved to blockade Cuba over,’’ said Rep.
Dornan, a former pilot. Central Intelligence Director
William J. Casey also said the agreement that sup-
posedly came out of the Cuban missile crisis had been
abrogated. Casey made his remarks in an interview in
U.S. News & World Report.

Rep. Doman stressed the military buildup in Nicar-
agua, noting that the Sandinistas have received soph-
isticated Soviet helicopters. Aerial photos of Soviet
helicopters in Nicaragua were released at a recent CIA
briefing on Nicaragua’s buildup.

The Soviet-bloc military build up in the Caribbean’
includes Soviet helicopters in Nicaragua.

The New York Post recently exposed violations of
the 1962 agreement barring nuclear missiles from
Cuba, claiming a large new submarine base at Cien-
fuegos is capable of servicing nuclear submarines. De-
fense Department officials discounted the charge, but it
is known Cuba has one submarine capable of carrying

Continued on page 3































































































