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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 12, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH : Jack C. Courtemanche
FROM: Morton C. Blackwellyi,’ysﬁ
SUBJECT: New Taxation of Churches

Attached is a memorandum I have prepared for your
signature.

This is a volatile issue which is going to make ugly
headlines soon for the President unless action is oromptly
taken.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
October 12, 1983

[fEMORANDUM TO JAMES A. BAKER III AND EDWIN MEESE III

FROM: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY
SUBJECT: New Taxatrimn af Churches

The fundamentalist and evangelical Protestant churches are
waking up to the reality that t! - are about to be required
to start paying Social Security taxes, under the provisions
of our TEFRA passed last year. The new taxation is scheduled
to go into effect January 1 for church employees, which
includes church-~related-school employees and all church staff
except clergy.

Wealthy, main line Protestant churches e not yet deeply
involved in resistance to this new tax. But it now appears
that at least hundreds of Mennonite, Amis , fundamentalic

and evangelical church leaders will refuse to pay the tax.

At a September 30 meeting organized by the National Christian
Action Coalition at the Capitol Hill Club, thirty preachers
and Christian school leaders from around the country held
fiery discussions on this issue.

The result early in 1984 would be that our Treasury Depart-
ment and our Justice Department, acting under our revenue
bill, would be taking high-visibility legal actions against
outspoken religious leaders, many of whom broke all precedent
by working hard to elect us in 1980.

Religious leaders are working with Senator Bill Armstrong
and some House members to introduce a bill to exempt religious
organizations from the new tax. We should decide now if we
are prepared to weather this coming storm. If not, we
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up on this issue, I 1ggest the latter course.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON M{

October 11, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO JAMES A. BAKER IIT AND EDWIN MEESE III

FROM: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY :m»} | -
SUBJECT: Tuition Tax Credits, Schoo]’Prayer,‘and Pornography

TUITION TAX CREDITS:

This issue is of overwhelming importance to many traditionally Democratic
parents who send their children to Catholic, Protestant and Jewish schools.
Groups 1ike the Knights of -Columbus, Agudath Israel, and many fundamer 1ilist
Christian churches hinge their support of the President on this issue.

The President's recent Cabinet Room  :ting with the leaders of the Tuition
Tax Credit coalition was a smashing success. Even people 1ike Paul Weyrich
who tend to doubt our seriousness on this issue, left the meeting convinced
the President had ordered a full court press on this issue now.

The story attached in the US r the following Monday has been devastating.

The article claims the Presi.c.. wisled the coalition, and the headline specifically

says the issue is "low priority."

To maintain our credibility with this broad-based coalition, there must be
delivery on the commitment Senators Baker and Dole gave the President. That is,
the t+yitign tay eradit hil]l must or Senate floor artion this fall.

e o Teaidene wiu voe gy JUp, I wiii ocuile fur nothingTC)b than a wwu-House
strategy which can get this long over-due bill on my desk for signature.”

This requires that the bill be added to a House-passed revenue measure, and
there are only a few of those in prospect.

If the past is any quide, the Senators in question will come up with reasons
why each bill, in turn, should not be "encumbered" with the tuition tax credit
issue. If we let this happen, there will be major explosions with unfortunate
fall-out next year.

I suaqgest the President send the coalitinn memher< whn met with him the attacl |
) ) h in
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I 1 Duberstein, Mori | Blackwell and I 2t on Friday, Octol -~ 7, to discuss
the choic¢ of a legisiative vehicle to which tuition tax credits could be
attached. I emphasized the importance of selecting a vehicle which is a
"must pass" bill lest we risk great disillusionment with our strategy

and increased questioning of our commitment.

SCHOOL PRAYER:

We have transmitted to the School Prayer Coalition the assurances repeatedly
given to the Legislative Affairs Office by Senator Baker that the President's
Voluntary Prayer.Amendment will be brought up in October for Senate floor
consideration. Based on these assurances, many groups are devoting major
resources to this effort. Pat Robertson has spent two weeks visiting with
religious leaders to generate grassroots support. Dr. Jimmy Draper, President
of the 14 million member Southern Baptist Convention has officially written
all 100 Senators and started large amounts of local activity directed at

the Senators. Dr. Jerry Falwell has recently mailed out 800,000 letters to
generate favorable mail. "Save Qur Schools," a Viguerie client, is mailing
heavily on this topic.

The coalition supporting restoration of voluntary school prayer is united in
opposition to the Hatch "silent prayer" amendment which was also voted out of
the Senate Judiciary Committee. The attached letter from Dr. Jimmy Draper

is illustrative of their feelings. In fact, its strong criticism of the Hatch
proposal is mild by comparison with other comments.

Dr. Ron Godwin of Moral Majority has spoken personally with Hatch and received

a vague response to Falwell's request that the Senator withdraw his amendment.
Hatch has declined to meet with Pat Robertson of the Christian Broadcasting
Network and the 700 Club. Robertson is outspoken in favor of the President's
amenc :nt and vigorously against Hatch's. In fact, we have not seen an indica-
tion of support for the "silent prayer" amendment from anv religious organization
in the United States. Those National Council of Churches yroups which oppose

the President's amendment also oppose Hatch's.

There have been no other prayer amendments voted out of the Senate Judiciary
Committee. By a two to one vote, the Judiciary Committee did vote out a proposed
statute which-would attempt to guarantee equal access for voluntary student
prayer groups, on the same basis as non-religious groups, for the use of

school facilities for meetings. The view of the coalition on this Denton bil]

is that it is only a supplement to the President's amendment. A statute might
be struck down unless the Amendment were in place.

~n_ 1 o - -
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LT nepuulitdn denators ana ii1stea iegisiative priorities for the remainder
of the year, school prayer was not mentioned. This information has been
deeply disturbing to the school prayer coalition who are devoting enormous
gffort to lobbying in support of a school prayer amendment in the belief that
1t will be brought up during this session.
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The action required is for the White House to } :p up maximum pressure on
the Senators tc bring up the proposal.

This situation is not unlike the tuition tax credit issue. Politirally
v win if we get votes on the Senate floor . It would be most he.pful

to win those votes, but a serious let-down for our supporters if we get
no record votes.

PORNOGRAPHY LAW:

The anti-pornography coalition was deligh” 1 with the initial results of
their Cabinet Room meeting with the President. The subsequent lack of
action leaves them upset.

We have formed a White House Task Force on enforcement of pornography 1aws.
Steve Galebach of the 0Office of Policy Developr t is the White House
Coordinator. Due to other pressing demands on Galebach's time, there is
Tittle to show for the effort. The Justice Department has sent out one
memorandum to U.S. Attorneys; this memo is described as totally inadequate
by the coalition.

Postal Inspectors, U.S. Customs officials, and former BI officials say
nothing has been done to change the Justice Department's disinclination
to raise the priority of anti-pornography law enforcement.

What is needed in this case is for the President to direct the Justice
Department actually to increase prosecutions.

As the problem of pornograohy gets worse, the num - of prosecutions goes
down. A few well publicized busts and prosecutions will convince the
coalition that the President is really serious about this. The group is
convinced that without much more White House pressure, nothing will change
on this topic at Justice.

Attachments

cc: Richard G. Darman
Kenneth Duberstein
Edward Rollins

b | Zoge-






Draft letter from the Presi. t to Tuition Tax Credit Coalition members with
whom he met in the Cabinet Room on September 16, 1983.

ar

I want to thank you for taking the time to meet with me in the Cabinet Room

September 16 on the topic of tuition tax credits.

As 1 said then, I spoke on September 14 with Senator HoQ;rd Baker and

Senator Bob Dole on the urgent need for prompt U.S. ¢ ate floor action

on our bill. I urged them to help us get tuition tax credits as an amendment
a House-passed revenue bill this year.

Nothing less than a two-House strategy will get this bill on my desk for

signature. We cannot settle for any one-House plan. -

Senator Baker and Senator Dole gave me their pledge that tuition tax credits

will come up for Senate action this fall. I will continue to confer with

them in order to determine tt¢ most effective legislatiyv strategy.

Some people opposed to passage of this important measure have circulated

stories to the media to the effect that somehow, despite my conversation

with you, this matteriis not v{ewed as urgent in my Administration. Let me

again assure 'you that tuition tax credit is at the very top of my domestic

lTegislation agenda.

We have worked together for years to get tuition tax credits written into

law. I am in this fight to win. With your continued strong support, we

will win.

Sini s

Ronald Reagan



SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

FIRST BAPTIST CrumRCKH
P.0. Box 400
fuLtas, Texas 76039

OFrFicCL OF THME PRESIDENT
camEB T, DRarrR, JR.

July &, 1983

President Ronald Reagan
THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President:

I regret that I could not meet with you, but am
required to be at another meeting in the Midwest.
I was privileged to eet with a group of Christian
leaders today at the invitation of the Freedom
Council. Your invitation came during our meeting
this afternoon.

I stror ly believe in the right of voluntary prayer
in the public schools. I have traveled over 130,000
miles +this past year. I have .concluded that the
overwhelming majority of our 14 million Southern
Baptists favor voluntary praver in the public
schools. We are a theistic country. The Supreme
Court has clearly ruled that such acknowledgment
of our theistic faith in the public sector is our
richt by law. Voluntary praver guarantees the same
right to our children. "

I have had some concerns regarding the proposed
prayer amendment. I believe it must include clear
langauge, disallowing any authority of the state
to prescribe the content of such prayer. I urgently
request that distinct language be employed
nroposed amendment to mal

1 |

it.

May God bless you today and every day. Y¢ | are
constantly in our prayers.

In His love,

T

ames T. Draper, Jr.

JID ‘'mn



THE WHIT_ HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 3, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLES ™7

THROUGH: Mary Ann Meloy
FROM: Morton C. Bli + 211 77.:.7
SUBJECT: The Fundamentalist and Evangelical Voters

Attached is a duplicate copy'of the memorandum on
Tuition Tax Credit, School Prayer, and Pornography which
I had expanded as you requested.

Following is the other data you regquested:

1. Approximately 85,000,000 Christians attend
church in the United States on an average
Sunday. About 125,000,000 consider themselves
church-going Christians.

2. Sixty .llion (60,000,000) adu. Christians
consider themselves "born again."

3. Of the "born again" Christians, an estimated
14,000,000 re not regist :d to vote. 1In
1980, it was found that t more "fundamsntal-
ist" a congregation, the lower its percentage
of 1 jistered voters tended to be. Fifty
percent (50%) registered was a common finding.

The above figures are generally agreed upon by a wide
variety of religious leaders. Dr. Jerry Falwell organized

get tnelr congregations registered, but little organizational
work has been done yet for the 1984 ztion ¢ xd.

MCB: jet

1 Attachment a/s
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date:

TO: ﬂm

FROM: FAITHR. WHITTLESEY \
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As the problem of pornography gets worse, the number
of prosecutions goes down. A : 7 well publicized busts
° prosecutions will convince the coalition that the
sident is really serious about this. Without much more
White House pressure, nothing will change on this topic at

Justice.

MCB:jet
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Some people opposed to passac¢ of this i »ortant méasﬁre
have circulated stories to the media to the effect that
somehow, despite my conversation with you, this matter
is not viewed as urgent in s ?°1ir  stration. Let me

again assure you that tuition tax credit is at the

very top of my domestic leg: ition ag¢ da.
We have worked together for 3y 117 to get tuition tax
credits written into law. I am in this fight to win.

With your continued strong support, we will win.

Sincerely,


















The Supreme Court has not I 2n consistent in its pronouncements
either. The Court has ruled that the state may provide
textbooks to non-government schools but not charts or maps
(They have yet to rule on whether a book of maps 1is
permissible). The Court has also ruled that' the state may
reimburse the schools for mandated services, but reimbursment
for education itself -- which 1is «co julsory -- is not

permissible.

Unfortunately, past debate over constitutionality of relief to
parents has focused upon the Establishment Clause of the First
Amendment and ignored the Free Exercise C.ause. Education is
mandated by law in every state of the union. Parents are,
therefore, required to educate their children despite their
ability or inability to find and afford a school that agrees
with their own personal values. In some instances the
compulsory education 1law forces parents to act contrary to
their own conscience, a clear violation of this Free Exercise
Clause. In Sherbert wv. Verner, (374 U.S5.398,405-1963) the
Supreme Court said, "...conditions upon public benefits cannot
be sustained if they so operate, whatever their purpose, as to

inhibit or deter the exercise of First Amendment freedoms."

(educational tax dollars) 1in order to enjoy another (free

exercise of religion).






























TUITION TAX CREDIT MEETING

JULY 22, 1983 3:30 pm Room 194

DaAala Dal A-_-in

nee QOliver

Edward Anthony

Frank Monahan

Rev. Thomas Gallagher
James Robinson

Robert Smith
Tara Kalagher

Elmer Von Feldt
Patrick Donlin
Harvey Bacque

Rev. Edward Spiers
William Lehrfeld

Leonard Henzke

. Bob Billings

Rev. Stephen O'Brien
Rev. Vincent Duminico
Paul Weyrich

Roy Jones

Mark Jones

James Skillen

Leonard Defiore

e

Citizens for Educational Freedom
638-6423

U.S Catholic Confe: 1ce
659-6600

Council on American Private Educa Lon
659-0016

Knights of Columk s
203-776-4319
Knights of Columbus

635-0657

Knights of Columbus
659-4772

National Christian Action Coalition
941-8963

National Catholic Education Association
293-5954

Jesuit Secondary Education Association
667-3888

Committee for the Survival of A Free
Congress 546-3 )0

The Moral Majority
484-7511

Association for Public Justice
429-0244

853-4518 @« L



TUITION TAX CREDIT MEETING

JULY 22, 1983 3:30 M. Rot 194

John Mularoni Students for Excellence in Education
543-1286
ordon Jones United Families of A 2rica
644-5370
Bernard Dingman The Moral Majority
484-7511
Noreen Barr Eagle Forum
544-0. 3
Bill Barr Office of Policy Development
Bob Kabel Legi lative Affairs

Kenneth Terrell Department of Education



Te: QOfficer-in-chargs
Appointments Center
Room 060, QEOB

“ULY 2 . _

Piease admit tne foliowing 2ppo.niments on

for 1 g _of _ -

INAame o PErocewe o BE vizring; ey

BALDWIN, Robert
OLIVER, Renee Sister
MONAHAN, Frank
ROBINSON, James
SMITH, Robert
KALAGHER, Tarsa
SPIERS, Edward
LEHRFELD, William
HENZKE, Leonard
BILLINGS, William
C'BRIEN, Stephen
DUMINICO, Vincent
JONES, Leroy
JONES, Mark
DONOVAN, Marcellea
BUTLER, Gregory
MULARONI, John
JONES, Gordon
DINGM2ZN, Bernard
BARR, Noreen
TERRELL, Kenneth

MEETING LOCATION

_ idn _questec —_

ARoom No. __ 194 Room No. 191

Time of Meeting 3:30 Date of request .

Add t1ons and or cna~ges made Dy te.ephone sRouiC be jumitec tC

AFPOINTMEINTS CENTER. SIG/OEQB — 3956046 or WHITE HOUSE — 8566742

UNITED STATEE SECRET SERVICE

287 2037 {0

.a)



REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS

To: Officer-in-charge
Appointments Center
Room 060, OEOB

Please admit the following appointmentson___ LY 22 ., 19_ 3
for BRLACKWET.T, of OPT,
{NAME OF PERSON TO BE VISITED) {AGENCY,

BALDWIN, Robert
OLIVER, Renee Sister
MONAHAN, Frank
ROBINSON, James
SMITH, Robert
KALAGHER, Tara
SPIERS, Edward
LEHRFELD, William
HENZKE, Leonard
BILLINGS, William
O'BRIEN, Stephen
DUMINICO, Vincent
JONES, Leroy
JONES, Mark
DONOVAN, Marcella
BUTLER, Gregory
MULARONI, John
JONES, Gordon
DINGMAN, Bernard
BARR, Noreen
TERRELL, Kenneth
AIOSA, Angelo

MEETING LOCATION

iilding 50 Requested by A —_
Room No 194 Room No._ 1931  Telephone 2657
Time of Meeting 3:30 Date of request July 21, 1°9°3 —

Additions and/or changes made by telephone should be limited to three {3) names or less.

POINTMENTS CENTER: SIG/OEOB —3 6046 or WHITE HOUSE — . 5742

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE ssr 2037 {

78}



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 6, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR FAITH RYAN WHI7T LESEY
FROM MORTON C. BI Z2KWELL
This is outl most complete list

of the organizations with the
Tuition Tax Cr it coalition.

















