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MEMORANDLU M

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 2, 1981

To: Elizabeth H. Dole
137
From: Morton C. Blackwell'é%Z5
Re: Potential Appointment of Sandra O'Connor

to the Supreme Court

Our pro-family allies are up in arms about the potential
appointment of Sandra O'Connor.

They hear a rumor that the decision will be made today.
They are scrambling for documentation. In the meantime,
this is what is being circulated:

1. She cast a deciding pro-abortion vote in the Arizona
legislature against the memorialization of the Congress on
the Human Life Amendment in 1974.

2, She is pro-E.R.A.

3. She was the featured speaker at the International Women's
year convention set up in Arizona by Bella Abzug's commission.
(This is a hot item to tens of thousands who were brought
into political activity against President Carter because of
the abuses in Ms. Abzug's operation in 1977.)

4. She is "anti-church." They say she raised a militant
atheist son.

5. She would be a swing vote, not a reliable conservative
vote on issues before the court.

6. She is a Republican socialite with no philosophical
underpinnings.

{ '

1ge 1@ winning
coalition which €leCteq THE FiLEsiucuL aiiu oo s 1y new
Republicans to the Congress in the past few years.

Please, let us not be caught in a lemming stampede to win

a smile from the National Organization for Women. Surely

there is a a pro-family judge who could be appointed.  Let's
not placate our fc 3 for a day and alienate many of those

who fought hardest for the President. We will need our friends
again and & _i1in. N.O.W will only be embolc - 1 to Lght

all the harder against the President if theyget a "libber" now.
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THE WHITE HOUSE 6' P’ 'S ‘

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release July 7, 1981

The President today announced his intention to nominate Judge
Sandra Day O'Connor to be an Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States, filling the vacancy cre~ted by the
resignation of Justice Potter Stewart. Judge O'Connc: presently
serves on the Arizona Court of Appecls. The President will
forward to the Senate his nomination of Judge O'Connor upon
completion of the required background check by the Federal Bureau
of Investigatir n. -

Judge O'Connor, age 51, earned both her undergraduate and law
~degrees at Stanford University. She received her B.A. magna cum
lanAe in 1950, and her LL.B. with high honors in 1952. She was
a weitber of the Board of Editors of the Stanford Law Review and
a member of the Order of the Toif. Judge O'Connor was admitted
to the Bar of the State of California in the year of her gradua-

tion and - to the Bar of the State of Arizona in 1957.

Judge O'Connor practiced law in Phoenix, Arizona, for a number
of years. She served as Assistant Attorney General of Arizona
from 1965 to 1969 and served in the Arizona State Senate from
1969 to 1975.

In 1974, Judge O'Connor wes elected to the Superior Court for
Maricopa County, Arizona. She served on that court until she
was appointed to the Arizona Court of Appeals in 1979.

Judge O'Connor is married to John Hay O'Connor III. They have
three children. :


















STATEMENT BY SENATOR | XALT

I discussed Mrs. O'Connor's appointment with
the e« dent this morning.

The President indicated that he is fully
satis 1 with Mrs. O'Connor philosophically and in terms
¢ 1 jal competence. Knowing this we¢ -a most important
appointment and that the President considered a number
of prospects, I'm satisfied she will 1 ke an excellent

addition to the Court.

7/7/81





































SANDRA O'CONNOR

Selected vote as member of the Arizor State Senate, 1970-1975:

PRO-ABORTION RECORD:

© On February 26, 1970, co-sponsored Sen. John Roeder's
bill providing for abortion-on-demand in Arizona.

-- On April 29, 1970, voted "yes" on 6 to 3
vote in Senate Judiciary Committee to
report bill for Senate consideration.

~—- On April 30, 1970, voted "yes" on 10 to 6
vote in Republican Majority Caucus to
send bill to the Senate floor. (Rule
required two-thirds affirmative vote
in Republican caucus in order for
bill to be taken up in the Senate,
and so bill was stopped by caucus despite
O'Connor support.)

o On February 8, 1973, co-sponsored total Family
Planning bill (S. 1190) providing for birth control
counseling and services (including "surgical technigues")
for teenagers without parental consent. (Legislation
supported by Planned Parenthood.)

© On April 23, 1974, voted "no" on 2 to 4 vote in Senate
Judiciary Committee on memorial to Congress in support
of a Human Life Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

o In May, 1974, voted "no" against Rep. Jim Skelly's

amendment to prohibit the performance of abortions at
the taxpayer-supported .University of Arizona hospital.

PRO-E.R.A. RECORD:

o On March 23, 1972, introduced bill (main sponsor) to
ratify the Equal Rights Amendment approved and sent
to the States by Congress on March 22, 1972. (Had to
receive special permission to introduce bill, since
the filing deadline for introducing legislation had
passed.)

o _a __.%, : F_11 | 101.) providing for
statewide referendum to ratify the Equal Rights Amen nent,
thus by-passing the State Legislature.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

The Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the

U.S. and Canada are or have released

a statement expressing extreme
disappointment with President Reagan's
nominee to the Supreme Court. If

this is not presently on a wire service
it will be shortly. One of the Pro-Life
groups was called by the Executive
Director, Hersch Ginsberg of this

group.









SaNNRA N'CONNOR

Selected votes as memk : of the Arizona State Senate, 1970-1975:

PRO—-ABORTION RECORD:

(o}

(o}

(o}

(o}

On February 26, 1970, co-sponsored Sen. John Roeder's
bill providing for abortion-on-demand in Arizona.

~-- On April 29, 1970, voted "yes" on 6 to 3
vote in Senate Judiciary Committee to
report bill for Senate consideration.

--— On April 30, 1970, voted "yes" on 10 to 6
vote in Republican Majority Caucus to
send bill to the Senate floor. (Rule
reguired two-thirds affirmative vote
in Republican caucus in order for
bill to be taken up in the Senate,
and so bill was stopped by caucus despite
O'Connor support.)

On February 8, 1973, co-sponsored total Family

Planning bill (S. 1190) providing for birth control
counseling and services (including "surgical techniques")
for teenagers without parental consent. (Legislation
supported by Planned Parenthood.)

On April 23, 1974, voted "no" on 2 to 4 vote in Senate
Judiciary Committee on memorial to Congress in support
of a Human Life Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

In May, 1974, voted "no" against Rep. Jim Skelly's
amendment to prohibit the performance of abortions at
the taxpayer-supported University of Arizona hospital.

PRO-F.R.A. RECORD:

O

(@)

On March 23, 1972, introduced bill (main sponsor) to
ratify the Equal Rights Amendment approved and sent
to the States by Congress on March 22, 1972. (Had to
receive special permission to introduce bill, since
the filing deadline for introducing legislation had

~ passed.)

In 1974, spor or bill (SCR 1013) provi ing for
statewide 1 ferendum to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment,
thus by-passing the State Legislature.
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- Offire of the Attornep Gene. |
Washington, B. €. 20530

July 7, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

FROM:

KENNETH W. STARR W=
COUNSELOR TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

On Monday, July 6, 1981, I spoke by phone on two occasions

with Judge O'Connor. She provided the following information with

respect to her public record on family-related issues:

-- As a trial and appellate judge, she has not had occasion

to rule on any issue relating to abortion.

-- Contrary to media reports, she has never attended or

spoken at a women's rights conference on abortion.

-- She was involved in the following legislative initiatives

as a State Senator in Arizona:

—-=- In 1973, she requested the preparatioh*of.a

bill, which was subsequently enacted, which gave
the right to hospitals, physicians and n lical -
personnel not to participate in abortions if the
institution or individual chose not to do so. The

A1 11
In 1973, she was a co-sponsor (along with 10
other Senators) of a bill that would permit state - -
agencies to participate in "family planning"

activities and to disseminate information with



respect to family planning. .The bill made no
express mention of abortion and was . not viewed
by then Senator O'Connor as an abortion measure.

The bill died in Committee. She recalls no

-controversy with respect to the bill and is

unaware of any hearings on the proposed measure.
In 1974, Senate Bill 1245 was passed by the
Senate. Supported by Senator O'Connor, the bi}}
as paésed would have permitted the University of
Arizona to issue bonds to expand existing éports
facilities. In the House, an amendment was added
providing that no abortions could be performed

at any educational facility under the jurisdiction

of the Arizona Board of Regents. Upon the measure's

" return from the House, Senatcr O'Connor voted

égainst the bill as amended, on the ground that

the Arizona éonstitution forbade enactment of - — -.
legislation treating unrelated subject matters.. - ——-
In her view, the anti-abortion rider was unrelated

to the primary purpose of the bill, namely empowering - -

the University: to issue bonds to expand sports - -

stat 1 on the record. . ... ..
In 1970, House Bill 20 was considered by the Senate :~— =
Committee on which Senator O'Connor then served.

As pa: :_ by the Hou » the bill would have 3y 1le¢ - --

e



Arizona's then extant criminal prohibitions

against abortion. The Committee majority voted

in favor of this pre-Roe v. Wade measure; a
minorify on the Committée voted against it.

There is né record of how Senator O'Connor voted,
and she indicated that she has no recollection of
how she voted. (One Senator voting against the
measure did have his vote recorded.)

Judge O'Connor further indicated, in response to my
questions, that sﬁé had never been a leader or outspoken advocate
on behalf of either pro-life or abortion-rights organizations.
She knows well the Arizona leader of the right-to-1life movement,
a prominent female physician in Phoenix, and has never had any

disputes or controversies with her.
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Selected votes as member of the Arizona State Senate, 1970-1975:

PRO—-ABORTION RECORD:

(o}

O

(o}

(o}

On February 26, 1970, co-sponsored Sen. John Roeder’'s
bill providing for abortion-on-demand in Arizona.

-— On April 29, 1970, voted "yes" on 6 to 3
vote in Senate Judiciary Committee to
report bill for Senate consideration.

-- On April 30, 1970, voted "yes” on 10 to 6
vote in Republican Majority Caucus to
send bill to the Senate floor. (Rule
required two-thirds affirmative vote
in Republican caucus in order for
bill to be taken up in the Senate,
and so bill was stopped by caucus despite
O'Connor support.)

On February 8, 1973, co-sponsored total Family

Planning bill (S. 1190) providing for birth control
counseling and services (including "surgical techniques")
for teenagers without parental consent. (Legislation
supported by Planned Parenthood.)

On April 23, 1974, voted "no" on 2 to 4 vote in Senate
Judiciary Committee on memorial to Congress in support
of a H 'an Life Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

In May, 1974, voted "no" against Rep. Jim Skelly's
an dment to prohibit the performance of abortions at
the taxpayer-supported University of Arizona hospital.

PRO-E.R.A. RECORD:

O

On March 23, 1972, introduced bill (main spohsor) to
ratify the Equal Rights Amendment approved and sent
to the States by Congress on March 22, 1972. (Had to
receive special permission to introduce bill, since
the filing deadline for introducing legislation had

~ passed.)

' ng
: ‘ratify the rquai xights Amendment,
-passing the State Legis] ture.



- ®ffire of the Attornep General
Washington, B. €. 20520

July 7, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

FROM: KENNETH W. STARR WS
COUNSELOR TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

On Monday, July 6, 1981, I spoke by phone on two occasions
with Judge O‘Connqr. She provided the following information with
respect to her pubiic record on family-related issues:

-—- As a trial and appellate judge, she has not had occasion

to rule on any issue relating to abortion.

- Contrary to media reports, she has never attended or

spoken at a women's rights conference on aboftion.

-- She was involyed in the following legislative initiatives

as a S£ate Senator in Arizona:

—--~ In 1973, she requested the preparatioh”of'a
bill, which was subsequently enacted, .which gave
the right to hospitals, physicians and medical -.
personnel not to participate in abortions if the
institution or individual chose not to do so. The
me: 2, _2nate _ 11 11_._, was _ as in ]

~——= In 1973, she was a co-sponsor (along with 10
other Senators) Qf a bill that would permit state
agencies to participate in "family planning"

¢ :ivities and to disseminate information with

e



respect to family planning. The bill made no
express mention of abortion and was not viewed
by then Senator O'Connor as an abortion measure.

The bill died in Committee. She recalls no

‘controversy with respect to the bill and is

unaware of any hearings on the proposed measure.
In 1974, Senate Bill 1245 was passed by the
Senate. Supported by Senator O'Connor, the bill
as paésed would have permitted the University of
Arizona to issue bonds to expand existing Sports
facilities. 1In the House, an amendment was added
providing that no abortions could be performed

at any educational facility under the jurisdiction

of the Arizona Board of Regents. Upon the measure's

" return from the House, Senatcr O'Connor voted

égainst the bill as amended, on the ground that

the Arizona éonstitution forbade enactment of - - . -

legislation treating unrelated subject matters. e

Inl! - view, tl anti-abortion rider was unrelat 1

to the primary purpose of the bill, namely empowering . —.

the University to issue bonds to expand sports . _:=——
1

stated on the record. ... -~ o_. ..

In 1970, House Bill 20 was considered by the Senate ‘= =

Committee on which Senator O'Connor then served. -

As passed by the House, the bill would have repealed - --

- 4



Arizona's then extant criminal prohibitions

against abortion. The Committee majority voted

in favor of this pre-Roe v. Wade measure; a
minorify on the Committée voted against it.

There is nd record of how Senator O'Connor voted,
and she indicated that she has no recollection of
how she voted. (One Senator voting against the
measure did have his vote recorded.)

Judge O'Connor further indicated, in response to my
questions, that sHé had never been a leader or outspoken aavocate
on behalf of either pro-life or abortion-rights organizations.
She knows well the Arizona leader of the right-to-life movement,
a prominent female physician in Phoenix, and has never had any

disputes or controversies with her.






respect to family planning. The bill made no
express mention of abortion and was not viewed
by then Senator O'Connor as an abortion measure.

The bill died in Committ :. She recalls no

‘controversy with respect to the bill and is

unaware of any hearings on the proposed measure.
In 1974, Senate Bill 1245 was }.ssed by the
Senate. Supported by =2: tor ‘'Connor, the bill
as paésed would ]ive permitted the University of
AQizona to issue bonds to expand existing gports
facilities. In the House, - -an amendment was added
oviding that no abortions could be performed
at any educational facility under the jurisdiction

of the Arizona Board of Regents. Upon the measure's

" return from the House, Senatcr O'Connor voted

égainst the bill as amended, on the ground that

the Arizona éonstitution:forbade enactment of __ _
legislation treating unrelated- subject matters. e se—
In her view, the anti-abortion rider-was unrelat 1 -
to the primary purposg»of the il1,. .namely empowering . .

the University. to issue bonds to expand spori - .. -

stated on the record. . T

Wi

In 1970, House Bill 20 was considered by the Senate = _
Committee on which Senator,O'Canor then served. . __

As pass 1 by the House, the bill would have ; 2l 1
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Arizona's then extant criminal prohibitions
against abortion, The Committee majority voted

in favor of this pre-Roe v. Wade measure; a

minority on the Committée voted against it.

There is né record of how Senator O'Connor voted,
and she indicated that she has no recollection of
how she voted. (One Senator voting against the

measure did have his vote recorded.)

Judge O‘Connor-funther indicated, in response to my

questions, that she had never been a leader or outspoken advocate

on behalf of either pro-life or abortion-rights organizations.

She knows well the Arizona leader of the right-to-life movement,

a prominent

disputes or

female physician in Phoenix, and has never had any -

controversies with her.





