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!\1EMOR:\:\ IH ' M 

July 2, 1981 

To: Elizabeth 

From: Morton C. 

T H E WH I TE HO U SE 

W AS HI NG T O N 

H. Dole 

Blackwell l}/ig 
c-----

Re: Potential Appointment of Sandra O'Connor 
to the Supreme Court 

Our pro-family allies are up in arms about the potential 
appointment of Sandra O'Connor. 

They hear a rumor that the decision will be made today. 
They are scrambling for documentation. In the meantime, 
this is what is being circulated: 

1. She cast a deciding pro-abortion vote in the Arizona 
legislature against the memorialization of the Congress on 
the Human Life Amendment in 1974. 
2. She is pro-E.R.A. 

3. She was the featured speaker at the International Women's 
year convention set up in Arizona by Bella Abzug's commission. 
{This is a hot item to tens of thousands who were brought 
into political activity against President Carter because of 
the abuses in Ms. Abzug's operation in 1977.) 

4. She is "anti-church." They say she raised a militant 
atheist son. 

5. She would be a swing vote, not a reliable conservative 
vote on issues be~ore the court. 

6. She is a Republican socialite with no philosophical 
underpinnings. 

From the standpoint of most conservative groups, these 
charges, if true, would cause a deep split in the winning 
coalition which elected the President and so many new 
Republicans to the Congress in the past 'few years. 

Please, let us not be caught in a lemming stampede to win 
a smile from the National Organization for Women. Surely 
there is a a pro-family judge who could be appointed . . Let's 
not placate our foes for a day and alienate many of those 
who fought hardest for the President. We will need our friends 
again and again. N.O.W will only be emboldened to fight 
all the harder against the President if th~get a "libber" now. 



July 2, 1980 

TO: 

VIA: ELIZABETH DOLE 

FROM: MORTON BLACKWELL 

RE: POTENTIAL APPOINTMENT OF SANDRA O'CONNOR TO THE SUPREME COURT 

Our pro- family allies are up in arms about the potential appointment 
of Sandra O'Connor. 

They hear a rumor that the decision will be made today. They are 
scrambling for documentation. In the meantime, this is what is 
being circulated: 

1. She cast a deciding pro-abortion vote in the Arizona legislature 
against the memorialization of the Congress on the Human Life 
Amendment in 1974. 

2. She is pro- E.R.A. 

3. She was the featured speaker at the International Women's year 
convention set up in Arizona by Bella Abzug's commission. (This is 
a hot item to tens of thousands who were brought into political 
activity against President Carter because of the abuses in Ms. Abzug's 
operation in 1977.) 

4. She is "anti-church." They say she raised a militant atheist son. 

5. She would be a swing vote, not a reliable conservative vote on 
issues before the court. 

6. She is a Republican socialite with no philosophical underp innings. 

From the standpoint of most conservative groups, these charges, 
if true, would cause a deep split in the winning coalition which 
elected the President and so many new Republicans to the Congress 
in the past few years. 

Please, let us not be caught in a lemming stampede to win a s mile 
from the National Organization for Women. Surely there is a 
pro-family judge who could be appointed. Let's not placate our foes 
for a day and alienate many of those who fought hardest for the 
President. We will need our friends again and again. N.O. W. will 
only be emboldened to fight all the harder against the President 
if they get a "libber" now. 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

July 2, 1980 

TO: 

VIA: ELIZABETH DOLE 

FROM: MORT ON BLACKWELL 

WASHINGTON 

RE: POTENTIAL APPOINTMENT OF SANDRA O'CONNOR TO THE SUPREME COURT 

Our pro-family allies are up in arms about the potential appointment 
of Sandra O'Connor. 

They hear a rumor that the decision will be made today. They are 
scrambling for documentation. In the meantime, this is what is 
being circulated: 

1. She cast a deciding pro-abortion vote in the Arizona legislature 
against the memorialization of the Congress on the Human Life 
Amendment in 1974 . 

2. She is pro- E.R.A. 

3. She was the featured speaker at the International Women's year 
convention set up in Arizona by Bella Abzug's commission. (This is 
a hot item to tens of thousands who were brought into political 
activity against President Carter because of the abuses in Ms. Abzug's 
operation in 1977 . ) 

4. She is "anti-church." They say she raised a militant atheist son. 

5. She would be a swing vote, not a reliable conservative vote on 
issues before the court. 

6. She is a Republican socialite with no philosophical underpinnings. 

From the standpoint of most conservative groups, these charges, 
if true, would cause a deep split in the winning coalition which 
elected the President and so many new Republicans to the Congress 
in the past few years. 

Please, let us not be caught in a lemming stampede to win a smile 
from the National Organization for Women . Surely there is a 
pro-family judge who could be appointed . Let's not placate our foes 
for a day and alienate many of those who fought hardest for the 
President. We will need our friends again and again. N.O.W. will 
only be emboldened to fight all the harder against the President 
if they get a "libber" now. 



MEMORAND U M 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

July 2, 1980 

TO: 

VIA: ELIZABETH DOLE 

FROM: MORTON BLACKWELL 

WAS HINGTON 

RE: POTENTIAL APPOINTMENT OF SANDRA O'CONNOR TO THE SUPREME COURT 

Our pro-family allies are up in arms about the potential appointment 
of Sandra O'Connor. 

They hear a rumor that the decision will be made today. They are 
scrambling for documentation. In the meantime, this is what is 
being circulated: 

1. She cast a deciding pro-abortion vote in the Arizona legislature 
against the memorialization of the Congress on the Human Life 
Amendment in 1974. 

2. She is pro- E.R.A. 

3. She was the featured speaker at the International Women's year 
convention set up in Arizona by Bella Abzug's commission. (This is 
a hot item to tens of thousands who were brought into political 
activity against President Carter because of the abuses in Ms. Abzug's 
operation in 1977.) 

4. She is "anti-church." They say she raised a militant atheist son. 

5. She would be a swing vote, not a reliable conservative vote on 
issues before the court. 

6. She is a Republican socialite with no philosophical underpinnings. 

From the standpoint of most conservative groups, these charges, 
if true, would cause a deep split in the winning coalition which 
elected the President and so many new Republicans to the Congress 
in the past few years. 

Please, let us not be caught in a lemming stampede to win a smile 
from the National Organization for Women . Surely there is a 
pro-family judge who could be appointed . Let's not placate our foes 
for a day and alienate many of those who fought hardest for the 
President. We will need our friends again and again. N.O.W. will 
only be emboldened to fight all the harder against the President 
if they get a "libber" now . 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

July 2, 1980 

TO: LYN NOFZIGER 

VIA: ELIZABETH DOLE 

FROM: MORT ON BLACKWELL 

WASHINGTON 

RE: POTENTIAL APPOINTMENT OF SANDRA O'CONNOR TO THE SUPREME COURT 

Our pro-family allies are up in arms about the potential appointment 
of Sandra O'Connor. 

They hear a rumor that the decision will be made today. They are 
scrambling for documentation. In the meantime, this is what is 
being circulated: 

1. She cast a deciding pro-abortion vote in the Arizona legislature 
against the memorialization of the Congress on the Human Life 
Amendment in 1974. 

2. She is pro- E.R.A. 

3. She was the featured speaker at the International Women's year 
convention set up in Arizona by Bella Abzug's commission. (This is 
a hot item to tens of thousands who were brought into political 
activity against President Carter because of the abuses in Ms. Abzug's 
operation in 1977.) 

4. She is "anti-church." They say she raised a militant atheist son. 

5. She would be a swing vote, not a reliable conservative vote on 
issues before the court. 

6. She is a Republican socialite with no philosophical underpinnings. 

From the standpoint of most conservative groups, these charges, 
if true, would cause a deep split in the winning coalition which 
elected the President and so many new Republicans to the Congress 
in the past few years. 

Please, let us not be caught in a lemming stampede to win a smile 
from the National Organization for Women. Surely there is a 
pro-family judge who could be appointed. Let's not placate our foes 
for a day and alienate many of those who fought hardest for the 
President. We will need our friends again and again. N.O.W. will 
only be emboldened to fight all the harder against the President 
if they get a "libber" now. 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

July 2, 1980 

TO: MIKE DEAVER 

VIA: ELIZABETH DOLE 

FROM: MORTON BLACKWELL 

WASHINGTON 

RE: POTENTIAL APPOINTMENT OF SANDRA O'CONNOR TO THE SUPREME COURT 

Our pro-family allies are up in arms about the potential appointment 
of Sandra O'Connor. 

They hear a rumor that the decision will be made today. They are 
scrambling for documentation. In the meantime, this is what is 
being circulated: 

1. She cast a deciding pro-abortion vote in the Arizona legislature 
against the memorialization of the Congress on the Human Life 
Amendment in 1974. 

2. She is pro- E.R.A. 

3. She was the featured speaker at the International Women's year 
convention set up in Arizona by Bella Abzug's commission. (This is 
a hot item to tens of thousands who were brought into political 
activity against President Carter because of the abuses in Ms. Abzug's 
operation in 1977.) 

4. She is "anti-church." They say she raised a militant atheist son. 

5. She would be a swing vote, not a reliable conservative vote on 
issues before the court. 

6. She is a Republican socialite with no philosophical underpinnings. 

From the standpoint of most conservative groups, these charges, 
if true, would cause a deep split in the winning coalition which 
elected the President and so many new Republicans to the Congress 
in the past few years. 

Please, let us not be caught in a le:r.uning stampede to win a smile 
from the National Organization for Women. Surely there is a 
pro-family judge who could be appointed. Let's not placate our foes 
for a day and alienate many of those who fought hardest for the 
President. i~e will need our friends again and again. N.O.W. will 
only be emboldened to fight all the harder against the President 
if they get a "libber" now. 

r 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

July 2, 1980 

TO: JIM BAKER 

VIA: ELIZABETH DOLE 

FROM: MORTON BLACKWELL 

WASHINGTON 

RE: POTENTIAL APPOINTMENT OF SANDRA O'CONNOR TO THE SUPREME COURT 

Our pro-family allies are up in arms about the potential appointment 
of Sandra O'Connor. 

They hear a rumor that the decision will be made today. They are 
scrambling for documentation. In the meantime, this is what is 
being circulated: 

1. She cast a deciding pro-abortion vote in the Arizona legislature 
against the memorialization of the Congress on the Human Life 
Amendment in 1974. 

2. She is pro- E.R.A. 

3. She was the featured speaker at the International Women's year 
convention set up in Arizona by Bella Abzug's commission. (This is 
a hot item to tens of thousands who were brought into political 
activity against President Carter because of the abuses in Ms. Abzug's 
operation in 1977.) 

4. She is "anti-church." They say she raised a militant atheist son. 

5. She would be a swing vote, not a reliable conservative vote on 
issues before the court. 

6. She is a Republican socialite with no philosophical underpinnings. 

From the standpoint of most conservative groups, these charges, 
if true, would cause a deep split in the winning coalition which 
elected the President and so many new Republicans to the Congress 
in the past few years. 

Please, let us not be caught in a lemming stampede to win a smile 
from the National Organization for Women. Surely there is a 
pro-family judge who could be appointed . Let ' s not placate our foes 
for a day and alienate many of those who fought hardest for the 
President. We will need our friends again and again. N.O.W. will 
only be emboldened to fight all the harder against the President 
if they get a "libber" now. 

r 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

July 2, 1980 

TO: ED MEESE 

VIA: ELIZABETH DOLE 

FROM: MORTON BLACKWELL 

WASHINGTON 

RE: POTENTIAL APPOINTMENT OF SANDRA O'CONNOR TO THE SUPREME COURT 

Our pro-family allies are up in arms about the potential appointment 
of Sandra O'Connor. 

They hear a rumor that the decision will be made today. They are 
scrambling for documentation. In the meantime, this is what is 
being circulated: 

1. She cast a deciding pro-abortion vote in the Arizona legislature 
against the memorialization of the Congress on the Human Life 
Amendment in 1974. 

2. She is pro- E.R.A. 

3. She was the featured speaker at the International Women's year 
convention set up in Arizona by Bella Abzug's commission. (This is 
a hot item to tens of thousands who were brought into political 
activity against President Carter because of the abuses in Ms. Abzug's 
operation in 1977.) 

4. She is "anti-church." They say she raised a militant atheist son. 

5. She would be a swing vote, not a reliable conservative vote on 
issues before the court. 

6. She is a Republican socialite with no philosophical underpinnings. 

From the standpoint of most conservative groups, these charges, 
if true, would cause a deep split in the winning coalition which 
elected the President and so many new Republicans to the Congress 
in the past few years. 

Please, let us not be caught in a lemming stampede to win a smile 
from the National Organization for Women. Surely there is a 
pro-family judge who could be appointed. Let's not placate our foes 
for a day and alienate many of those who fought hardest for the 
President. We ·will need our friends again and again. N.O.W. will 
only be emboldened to fight all the harder against the President 
if they get a "libber" now. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release 

1),~ 

·FY:C 
6. ~,s-

July 7, 1981 

The President today announced his intention to nominate Judge 
Sandra Day O'Connor to be an Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, filling the vacancy cre~'.t. ed by the 
resignation of Justice Potter Stewar t. Judge O'Conno~ presently 
serves on the Arizona Court of AppeJls. The President will 
forward to the Senate his nomination of· Judge O'Connor upon 
completion of the required background check by the Fede r al Bureau 
of Investigatir n. 

\ 

• a 

Judge O'Connor, age 51, earned both her undergr aduate and law 
· degrees at Stanford University. She received her B.A. magna cum 
laude in 1950, and her LL.B. with high honors in 1952. She was 
a member of the Board of Editors of the Stanford Law Review and 
a member of the Order of the Coif. Judge O'Connor was admitted 
to the Bar of the State OI California in the year of her gradua­
tion and · to the Bar of the S_tate of Arizona in 1957 . ·'" 

Judge O'Connor practiced law· in Phoenix, Arizona, for a number 
of years. She served as Assistant Attorney General of Arizona 
from 1965 to 1969 and served in the Arizona State Senate from 
1969 to 1975. · 

In i974, Judge O'Connor w2s · e1ected to the Superior Court for 
Maricopa County, Arizona.· She served on that court until she 
was appointed to the Arizona Court of Appeals in 1979. 

Judge O'Connor is married to John Hay O'Connor III. They have 
three children. 
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(fa 
/¢ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

l) i~ 

-F Y:L 
6. ~, S · 

July 7, 1981 

The President today announced his intention to nominate Judge 
Sandra Day O'Connor to be an Associate Justice of t he Supreme 
Court of the United States, filling the vacancy cre ated by the 
resignation of Justice Potter Stewar t. Judge O'Connor presently 
serves on the Arizona Court of Appe ~ ls. The President will 
forward to the Senate his nomination of· Judge O'Connor upon 
completion of the required background check by the Fede r al Bureau 
of Investigp~i , n . 

Judge O'Connor, age 51, earned both her undergraduate and law 
· degrees at Stanford University. She received her B.A. magna cum 
laude in 1950, and her LL.B. with high honors i n 1952. She was 
a member of the Board of Editors of the Stanford Law Review and 
a member of the Order of the Coif. Judge O'Connor was admitted 
to the Bar of the State or California in the year of her gradua­
tion and- -;fo the Bar of the S_tate of Arizona in 1957 • ·· 

Judge O'Connor practiced law· in Phoenix, Arizona, for a number 
of years. She served as Assistant Attorney General of Arizona 
from 1965 to 1969 and served in the Arizona State Senate from 
1969 to 1975. 

In L974, Judge O'Connor wcs · elected to the Superior Court for 
Maricopa County, Arizona. She served on that court until she 
was appointed to the Arizona Court of Appeals in 1979. 

Judge O'Connor is married to John Hay O'Connor III. They have 
three children. 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 6, 1981 

FROM: D~-?\_.Rq~-~ACl_!ER 1t 
SUBJECT: Dinner for Bernard Siegan 

This Thursday night .. a small dinner 
gathering will honor__..~ ~~~~--~-,~ ~:.::,_;;:.~ner will be held 
in a private room a , 1120 Connecticut 
Avenue (across from th 

Everyone will pay for his or her own meal and may order 
anything on the menu. Please RSVP to my office (ext. 7951) 
no later than Wednesday afternoon. 

t 
Bernard Siegan is the author of several books; his newest 

is Economic Liberties and the Constitution. Siegan is being 
prominently mentioned. as a possible court nominee somewhere 
down the line. He is a close friend of many members of the 
senior staff and a fine legal scholar. 
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94 , The -Register . Mon., June 22, 1981 

\F. NSPAPEJl 

~h~ Re,3i.sfer 
"Failure is, in a sense, the highway . to 

success, in~smuch as every discovery of 
what is false leads us to-seek earnestly after 
what is true, and · every fresh experience 
points out some form of error which we shall 

_ afterward carefully avoid." 
----- • ------------··-· . ...__. _ _..__ ____ .:..-J~ · ~9.mr_K~~J;~--

A·n o·pportunity . _for · progress · 
' ' 

I t is often argued, . with some justice, . sion of the court is to protect the individu-
that the mestJasting impact that Amer- al against arbitrary and unreasonable or 

ican presidents can make on the course of capricious government. It is inconceiv-
-. ..government is through theµ- appoint- able to me to· say that a court fulfilling· 
. ments to the-Supreme Court. An: adminis- • that mission is ·activist: it is simply doing 
---tration may serve for four.-or-ejghtyears, what the Constitution is telling it to do. If 

but.. a . Supreme-Court justice serves for it goes further than that, if it not only 
.. Iµe, . except under very unusual ~ircum- protects the-individual, but tells the legis­

:. ·. · ~~ces. One may dispute the wisdom of lature ·what it has to do, and begins to do· 
::,:·., t!le · Supreme court's entrance into vari- . things that belong to the legislature and 

~. ous controversies, but whether its role is the executive, then you might call it activ-
. ., approv~ or not, its· influence is perva- ist if you want. Probably a more appropri­
~•,' : , ajve. A Supr.eme ·court justice can haye ate term is,that it ls abusing its responsi- · 
,/, ~~ enormo~ impact on the future c'oµrse bility." . · · · 
~·· : of, governance-in the United States, a~d · . 
• ~ .. the appointment of a new justice· is cor.: , · Siegan _carefully develops,the case that 
. · , rectly considered a matter of. great mo- . the framer~ intended the Co~ to p~t~t 
.~·-~ •m:ent. · · ~e economic an~ property nghts of ~di-
,:·. . As President Reagan 'considers. the ap- . Vl~als. fro~ arbitrary regulation by the 
• ·· •· . . . . · legislative branch, and that when the 
.. ...-.P.Om!ment of a new Justice, he cannot help C rt dh ed t this . 'bilit th 
,. ·· but "be. aware of the opportunities pre- 0~ _a_ er O · responsi Y e 

sented to him to begin an historic shift in nation prospe~ed. In -recent y~~~ - the 
: •: the direction of the Court. The Supreme Co~ has abdicat~ t~e, responsibility ~o 
.... ~. ·.court was considered activist and con- r.:evie~ law~ tha~ infririg! on economic 
·:. ~ .troversial during the· stormy tenure of liberties wh_ile gom_g far af~eld to mandate 
;·_ ·, Earl Warren as chief justice. Under Chief . pro_gra~ like bus~g, whi~h- should ~ a . 

J~stice Burger its character has, been l~gislative or C\'Xecutive dec1S1on. 
· -~.: ~ore el~i':e. The next j~tice· a~pointed A Supr~me· Court that moved in the 
1, . ~_Quid set important trends-m motion. directions presc_ribed by Professor Siegan 
· : ·• . As he ponders this decision, President would be a welcome change from the drift' 
.. : · Jteagan mighf do well to read Economic · and confusion of _recent years. Siegan's 
·. : Liberties and the Constitµtion by .Bernard boo~, though publ1Shed onlr recently,. has 
.. ; Siegan,- distingui$hed . professor of law- at already begqn a small revolution in the 

. ··. the University of San Diego. In the book thinking o~ scholars about the proper ro~e 
·· Professor Siegan, who i,s that rare combi- : of _the Supreme Court,- for it goes to the 
. nation of complete scholar and fearless, _heart of many issues that have confused 

. · ~minal thinker, cuts through a great deal observers, explaining them iii a clear, 
:, . of the controversy that has surrounded' informed and principled manner. 

·• ·the Supreme Court· in receqt years to No one appointment to ~ny position is of 
deliver an incisive analysis of the proper · such importance that the fate of the Re­
role of the- Court as envisioned by the public can be said to hinge upon it. The 

.. , framers of the Constitution, and a penet- fate of nations is more influenced by the 
.. rating critique of how the Court has wan- ideas that motivate people than by the 
: . dered away from that role in recent actions of any particular individual. We 

years. hope that . President Reag~ will n~mi-
. : . ,, According to Professor Siegan, much of nate somebody who is familiar with Pro- · 
. ' the controversy over whether the Court is f essor- Si'egan' s important and 
. · tQO "activist"· or too "passive" is super- groundbreaking work, and has the vision · 
· -~ ficial , As he said. in an interview printed to begin to implemeqt his ideas in {uture 
·: ~ our- March 8- Focus section, "The mis- Supreme Court decisions. ' !Ill 



Have issued statements in favor of O'Connor (some of them hedging slightly 
to t h e effect that their support could be changed if something unforeseen 
turns up in the hearings): 

Abdnor 
Cochran 
Garn 
Hatch 
Hatfield 
Lu gar 
Percy 
Stafford 

13b SC.~~('f&,. 

Baker 
Domenici 
Goldwater 
Hayakawa 
Hawkins 
Mattingly 
Quayle 
Tower 

Have i ssued negative statements: 

Helms Jepsen 

Chafee 
Durenberger 
Grassley 
Heinz 
Laxalt 
Packwood 
Simpson 
Wallop 

Have issued statements refusing to take a position -one way or the 
other: 

Kasten 
€ 14--S,-

McClure Syrnrns 

Have chosen not to · issue any statement of any kind so far, and have 
not indicated to staff how they view the nomination (in some cases, 
the Senator is away and unavailable): 

Thurmond Andrews Armstrong 
Cohen D'Amato Danforth 
Dole ,ele~ I:,. Humphrey 
Nickles Pressler Roth 
Rudman bct-l-ro• 

Could not reach anyone who would comment on it, or else said they 
would call back and hand't done so as of 3:30 p.m. 

J;o1e e A,ri u, .. 
Kassebaum 
Schmitt 
Warner 

Dontoa 
Mathias 
Specter 
Weicker 

Gorton 
Murkowski 
Stevens 



NEWS 
FROM 
SENATOR ALAN K. SIMPSON 

(R) Wyoming 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 7, 1981 

STATEMENT BY SENATOR ALAN SIMPSON FOLLOWING THE NOMINATION OF SANDRA 
O'CONNOR TO THE U.S. SUPREME COURT 

"I was most pleased to see Sandra O'Connor nominated for the 

Supreme Court. She has excellent credentials -- she has served in 

the legislature. She was majority leader -- elected to that office 

in the legislature by her peers. She was a director of a major bank 

and has been active in her community and in her professional pursuits. 

"She was elected as a ~udge, and then she was appointed to the 

Court of Appeals in Arizona by a Democratic governor. 

"She has a fine and varied background and_ I think that is just 

exactly what is needed on the S~preme ·court.- She just seems to be an 

outstanding selection." 

--30_:-



' STATEMENT BY SENATOR PAUL LAXALT 

I discussed Mrs. O'Connor's appointment with 

' 
the Preside nt this mo r ning. 

The President indicated that he is fully 

satisfied with Mrs. O'Connor philosophically and in terms 

of legal competence. Knowing ·this was -a most important 

appointment and that the President considered a number 

of prospects, I'm satisfied she will make an excellent 

addition to the Court_ 

• 
7/7/81 

t' 



JAMES A. MCCLURE, CHAIRMAN 

JAKE GARN, 5ECft£TARY 

HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. , MAJORITY L.EADEft 
TED STEVENS, ASSISTANT M-'JORITY LI:ADE" 

COMMITTEE CHAIJltMEN 

JOHN TOWER, Pol.ICY 
BOB PACKWOOD, SENATORIAL 

RICHARD G . LUGAR, COMMITTEES 

MARGO CARLISLE 
STAFF D111£CT011 

THE REPUBLICAN CONFERENCE 

WASHINGTON, O,C, 20510 

MEMORANDUM July 8, 1981 

TO: 

FROM: 

Margo, Dick 

Mark Berry 

SUBJECT: ACTUALITIES - SUPREME COURT NOMINATION OF 
SANDRA O'CONNOR 

Here are the transcripts of the actualities Conference 

fed yesterday. There were six senators commenting on the 

issue--Sens. Domenici, Hayakawa, Abdnor, Heinz, Grassley, and 

Hatch. 

Abdnor- "I intend . ·to vote to confirm President Reagan's 
choice of Sandra O'Connor as the next Supreme Court 
justice. I think the President made a wise decision in 
naming a highly qualified woman like Mrs. O'Connor to 
the Court. Naturally I would have preferred the appoint­
ment of Sylvia Bacon, a native South Dakotan, who is 
reported to be under consideration. But I am certain that 
Judge O'Connor will do justice to her nomination. This is 
a ~truly historic nomination by President Reagan and I'm 
certain it will be a successful one." 

Domenici- "I want to congratulate the President for 
moving as quickly as he has to select a nominee for the 
Supreme Court vacancy created by the resignation of 
Justice Potter Stewart, and to praise him for the selec­
tion of the first woman in h i story. to be nominated to 
the Supreme Court. 

From what we know of her qualifications, she'll make 
an excellent justice. However, the Senate has a real 
responsibility to carefully consider bhose quali fications 
and each senator has an individual responsibility to weigh 
her experience before voting on this important appointment. 

However, at this time I am pleased with the appoint­
ment and look forward to meeting Judge O'Connor." 

Grassley- "I think with the appointment of Judge O'Connor 
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to the Supreme Court the President.has proven he's 
a man of his word. He promised to appoint a woman to 
the Supreme Court and he's now kept that word. As a 
member of the Judiciary Committee I'm especially con­
cerned that we appoint judges who will interpret the 
law and not make it. If Judge O'Connor is that sort 
of person of basic philosophy, that she feels the Supreme 
Court should interpret law, and not actually make law, 
and if she has respect for strict construction of the 
Constitution, then I think she'll be approved ." 

Hatch- "I think it's a tremendous thing that a President 
of the United States like President Reagan is trying to 
live up to his campaign promises by appointing a woman 
to the United States Supreme Court. I think that's 
long overdue. With regard to the question of the Equal 
Rights Amendment, I've long been anadvocate, . as has 
President Reagan,that those questions of Equal Rights 
should be determined according to the thirty plus statutes 
that grant equal rights to women and by judicial decree. 
So, I find nothing repprehensible Qn putting a woman on 
the 0ourt who believes in equal rights. With regard to 
abortion, President Reagan has told me personally that 
she is fine on abortion, that she is anti-abortion, and 
she supports the Republican Plank and Republican Platform, 
and that he feels that she will be fine. I think that 
everybody ought to wait till the hearings on this matter 
before they pre-judge this woman." 

Heinz- "President Reagan has appeared to have made an 
outstanding selection in Sandra O'Connor. She has an 
excellent academic and judicial background. She gradu­
ated third in her class from Stanford University Law 
School. She has done an excellent job by all accounts 
on the Superior Court in Arizona. It's especially 
pleasing that the President has nominated a woman, the 
first ever in the history of the Supreme Court, for this 
first appointment during his term as President. I believe 
the President's announcement truly represents a new 
chapter in the history, both for the ....cburt, the country, 
and for American women." 

Hayakawa- "I'm pleased and delighted that this country has 
finally progressed to the point that a woman has been 
named to the Supreme Court. For over two hundred years, 
we, as men,,have not given women credit for their ability 
and intelligence to serve in positions of great responsi~ 
bility. This appointment is long past due and I'm proud 
of President Reagan for being wise enough to choose a 
well-qualified woman to sit on the Supreme Court of our 
land. Judge Sandra· Day O'Connor's qualifications and 
outstanding judicial record are in keeping with the high 
standards required of Supreme Court Judges." 
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statement-- On Supreme Court Appointment. By Senator Roger Jepsen 

Justice O'Connor reportedly · does not share President Reagan's 

views on pro-life issue 3 . The Preside·1t has consistently stated 

his strong support for the rights of the unb orn, both in his 

active involvement in drafting the Republica11 Blatform 

and his most recent support for the Hyde language 

in the ·continuiig Appropriations Resolution. The~efore, I am 

puzzled by the nomination of a person who apparently does not 

reflect that commi tment. I will reserve judgement, however, until 

I have had a chance to discuss the matter at length with the 

White House. 

Reminder-- please refer press inquiries to the Washington office 
for any reading of this statement. At this time, 
it has not been released to the wires , 

t 



July 7, 1981 

U.S. Senator Robert W. Kasten Jr. Senate Office Bldg. Washington, D.C. 20510 

For Policy Conunittee: 

.''Mrs. 0' Connor has a solid reputation on the bench and a strong background 
in the law. I look foIWard to following her confinnation hearings and will 
render my final judgement after their completion,'' 



STATEMENT 
by 

U.S. Senator Dan Quayle 
on the 

Nomination of 
Judge Sandra O'Conner 

to be 
Justice of the Unit~d States 

Supreme Court 

I join with many of my colleagues in the Senate in welcoming the 

nomination of Judge Sandra O'Conner to be a Justice on the U.S. Supreme 

Court. 

She apparently is held in extremely high regard by her colleagues 

in Arizona and throughout the Judicial system by those with whom she 

has worked. 

I applaud President Reagan for moving in such a positive manner to 

appoint not just a woman, but a woman whose qualifications are of 

a superior quality which clearly justify this nomination. 

I am looking forward to following the confirmation hearings in 

the Senate Judiciary Committee and pirticipating in the debate on the 

Senate floor dealing with Judge O'Conner's nomination. 

~ -o-



5107 DIRKSEN 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

CONTACT: Jerry Woodruff (202) 224-3154 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. July 8 -- Sen. John East, R-N.C., 

chairman of the Senate Judiciary's separation of powers subcommittee 

today vowed to "take a good, hard look" at the nomination of Sandra 

D. O'Connor to replace retiring Supreme Court Justice Potter Stewart. 

"I have the utmost respect for President Reagan and 

his judgment, but it ±s my constitutional obligation to review the 

qualifications and judicial philosophy of any nominee to the Supreme 

Court, and this ts no exception. A nominee's views on abortion, ERA, 

forced busing, and other serious issues ought to be taken into 

account insofar as they reflect a nominee's judicial philosophy. 

Regardless of a nominee's views on abortion, I would be reluctant to 

support any ap~ointee who thought Roe v. Wade reflected sound 

constitutional law," East said. 

"I think it would be prudent to withhold judgment 

of Sandra O'Connor until the confirmation hearings." 

j 30 i 



UNITED STATES SENATOR FOR INDIANA 

LUGAR LAUDS COURT NOMINATION 

for release: 
July 7, 1981 

WASHINGTON Senator Dick Lugar (R-Ind.) today praised -President 

Reagan for his nomination of Sandra O'Connor to the United States Supreme 

Court. 

"I praise the Pr.esident for making this historic choice, nomin_ating 

the first woman to the Supreme Court. Sandra O'Connor is truly an outstanding 

judge. I have known her since she· served· in the Arizona legislature and have 

en~rmous regard for her abilities," Lugar said. 

Lugar met Judge O'Connor at a conference of state and· local officials when 

he was mayor of Indianapolis. . .. 
. ., 

ill /Iii 

Contact: Mark Helmke 

t 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (2021224-7438 
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PERCY ILLINOIS 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

TUESDAY,° JULY 7, 1981 

CONTACT: Kathleen Lydon 

202/224-2152 

STATEMENT BY SENATOR CHARLES H. PERCY 

ON APPOINTMENT OF SANDRA D. O'CONNOR TO 

TO BE SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 

I am pleased to hear that the President has nominated Sandra D. 

O'Connor to fill the Supreme Court vacancy created by Justice Potter 

Stewart's retirement. From what I have heard of her background in the 

Arizona courts and Legislature, she appears to be a very good choice. 

### 

;_ 
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SANDRA O'CONNOR 

Selected votes as member of the Arizona State Senate, 1970-1975: 

PRO-ABORTION RECORD: 

o On February 26, 1970, co-sponsored Sen. John Roeder's 
bill providing for abortion-on-demand in Arizona. 

On April . 29, 1970, voted "yes" on 6 to 3 
vote in Senate Judiciary Committee to 
report bill for Senate consideration. 

On April 30, 1970, voted "yes" on 10 to 6 
vote in Republican Majority Caucus to 
send bill to the Senate floor. (Rule 
required two-thirds affirmative vote 
in Republican caucus in order for 
bill to be taken up in the Senate, 
and so bill was stopped by caucus despite 
O'Connor support.) 

o On February 8, 1973, co-sponsored total Family 
Planning bill (S. 1190) providing for birth control 
counseling and services (including "surgical techniques") 
for teenagers without parental consent. (Legislation 
supported by Planned Parenthood.) 

o On April 23, 1974, voted "no" on 2 to 4 vote in Senate 
Judiciary Committee on memorial to Congress in support 
of a Human Life Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

o In May, 1974, voted "no" against Rep. Jim Skelly's 
amendment to prohibit the performance of abortions at 
the taxpayer-supported University of Arizona hospital. 

PRO-E.R.A. RECORD: 

o On March 23, 1972, introduced bill (main sponsor) to 
ratify the Equal Rights Amendment approved and sent 
to the States by Congress on March 22, 1972. (Had to 
receive special permission to introduce bill, since 
the filing deadline for introducing legislation had 
passed.) 

o In 1974, sponsored bill (SCR 1013) providing for a 
statewide referendum to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment, 
thus by-passing the State Legislature. 
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SANDRA O'CONNOR 

Selected votes as member of the Arizona State Senate, 1970-1975: 

PRO-ABORTION RECORD: 

o On February 26, 1970, co-sponsored Sen. John Roeder's 
bill providing for abortion-on-demand in Arizona. 

On April 29, 1970, voted "yes" on 6 to 3 
vote in Senate Judiciary Committee to 
report bill for Senate consideration. 

On April 30, 1970, voted "yes" on 10 to 6 
vote in Republican Majority Caucus to 
send bill to the Senate floor. (Rule 
required two-thirds affirmative vote 
in .Republican caucus in order for 
bill to be taken up in the Senate, 
and so bill was stopped by caucus despite 
O'Connor support.) 

o On February 8, 1973, co-sponsored total Family 
Planning bill (S. 1190) providing for birth control 
counseling and services (including "surgical techniques") 
for teenagers without parental consent. (Legislation 
supported by Planned Parenthood.) 

o On April 23, 1974, voted "no" on 2 to 4 vote in Senate 
Judiciary Committee on me.inorial to Congress in support 
of a Human Life Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

o In May, 1974, voted "no" against Rep. Jim Skelly's 
amendment to prohibit the performance of abortions at 
the taxpayer-supported .University of Arizona hospital. 

PRO-E.R.A. RECORD: 

o On March 23, 1972, introduced bill (main sponsor) to 
ratify the Equal Rights Amendment approved and sent 
to the States by Congress on March 22, 1972. (Had to 
receive special permission to introduce bill, since 
the filing deadline for introducing legislation had 
passed.) 

o In 1974, sponsored bill (SCR 1013) providing for a 
statewide referendum to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment, 
thus by-passing the State Legislature. · 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

The Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the 
U.S. and Canada are or have released 
a statement expressing extreme 
disappointment with President Reagan's 
nominee to the Supreme Court. If 
this is not presently on a wire service 
it will be shortly. One of the Pro-Life 
groups was called by the Executive 
Director, Hersch Ginsberg of this 
group. 
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Potential Court Nominee 
Opposed. by Conservative~ 

and cover a campaign. That is, he is - ------ That bill, which died in a commit• 
suggesting that the networks might O'Con· nor v·,ew c·,ted tee, was viewed as a pro-ERA maneu-
decide they'd better not start cover- ver because the proposed 
ing c,impaigns so early, lest they . constitutional amendment often 
give the FCC added grounds for de- On Abortio·n, ERA fares bette~ with voters at large than 

· daring a campaign has started, nnd . with their-elected representatives. 
thus make themselves more vulner- ·: :" · By Lisa Myers Arizona's legislature has not rati· 
able to candidates· demands for -air . and Lyle Denniston , fied the ERA. 
time. • Washington Star Starr Write~ Paul Steiner; publicity director of 

But one leading network execu- The White House has come under the Planned Parenthood group in 
tive, William Small, president .of extreme press.ure from anti-abortion Phoenix, said yesterday that O'Con-
NBC News, dismisses such ,a notion d s d nor "was not involved" in the abor7. groupstodropArizonaJu ge an ra 
out of hand. "You cover news by D. O'Connor as a potential Supreme tion controversy in Arizona. He said 
what's in the news," Small says. "If Court nominee. . she had left the legislature J>y the 
some major figure, a Jerry Brown or Since Friday, scores of letters and time abortion and public financing 
a Ted Kennedy, announces tomor- telegrams have poured in from var- of abortions became major issues. 
row (for 1984), he's going to be cov- ious conservative groups de- • Steiner said it was his impression 
ered: · , nouncing O'Connor as being both that O'Connor also was not an active 

counsel That is no doubt true. For all the for abortion and for the Equal Rights supporter .of the ERA 
ill b:e a complaints about how the news me- Amendment, according to a senior · John Kolbe, political editor of the 
to pur- dia builds up campaigns by covering White House official. Phoenix Gazette, said that "in my 
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was the first public ac- rial Ubat Gerster claims spells ~ut .. Talke· d Secretly 
knowledg~ment that doing away 1hat record was sent to the Whlte 
_with it is under consideration: . .·House last night. · , , , . • . . 

;- . · ·· · · · · · · · · •.: · Legislative records in Arizona m- A former high Carter administra-
The Bureau of Human Rights and dicated that O'Connor, as a senator, .tion official disclosed last night that 

Humanitarian Affairs, established -once voted against a football stadi- the United States and Cuba main-
by Congress in 1977, made human um bond issue thafincluded a ·rider · tained a-secret negotiating channel 
rights a central focus of the Carter that -would have barred free abor- set up on Fidel Castro's request with-
administration's foreign policy. tions at the University of Arizona out the knowledge of the Soviet 
That focus was sharply criticized by Hospital. Union. 
Ronald Reagan during the 1980 cam- That vote was in 1974. Gerster re- A series of top-level talks were 
paign as unfair to nations friendly ported last night that there was an- held during a period less of than two 
to the United States and counterpro- other vote in 1974 in the state senate, years but foundered on the issue of 
ductive to U.S. strategic interests. on a bill to ask Congress to propose Cuban support for revolutionary ac-

a constitutional amendment to over- tivity in Latin America and Africa, The Reagan administration has 
veered sharply from the human · 
rights policy of its predecessor, ad­
vocating Mquiet diplomacy· to halt 
r ights violations by regimes fri endly 
to the United States while publicly 
cri ticizing such violations by totali­
tarian regimes, such as lhe Soviet 
Union. 

. . 

Although the 21-man Bureau of 
Human Rights continues to operate, 
i t..bas no- assistant secretary at its 
head. A State Department official 
said yes1erday he knows of no active 
search to find a replacement for 
Lefever. -~ . . . • 

Huma:r.i rights activists yesterday 
predicted that any attempt to abolish 
the bureau, wbich must be approved 
by Congress, would create 8 ·bor: 
nets' nest• of reaction. -civen the 
trouble they ran into on the Lefeve·r 
nomination: one said, ·1 doubt if 
they'd be able to get this approved.• 

The Siate Department official said 
the argument for abol ishing the bu­
reau is based on the belief that ev­
eryone in the ad min istrn1ion should 
he concerned with r ights violations • 
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turn the Supreme Court decision in the former official said. 
favor of the right to abortion. · "Theydidn'tgoanywherebecause 

Gerster said that, when the mea- the Cubans were not willing to ad-
sure got to the floor of the state sen- dress improving their behavior," he 
ate, it had to have an 18-10 majority said. 
among Republican senators, who Former Carter aides expressed 
were in the majority in that cbam- concern that disclosure of that infor-
ber. The measure obtained only a 9-9 mation now could damage U.S. cred-
tie, according to Gerster. O'Connor ibility in future negotiations. 
was one of those voting against the According to the form er official, 
proposal, she said. Castro sent word to the U.S. govern-

Robert W. Tobin Jr., administra- inent in early March 1978 that he 
- tive assist-ant oLt.be...Ad Hoc.Commit· wanted to set UJl a secret negotiating 

tee in Defense of Life, said the cam• channel t_o work toward improved 
paign against O'Connor also was ties. The Cuban president sent his 
ba ed on her support of the ERA. message through the machinery of 

Records indicated that O'Connor law enforcement agencies that had 
was a member of a Senate committee been set up to deal with airplane 
that introduced a pro-ERA bill that hijackings. · 
never emerged from the panel, 8nd In February 1977, President Jim-
that she was a personal co-sponsor my Carter had spoken of possible im• 
of a proposal to submit )be question proved ties with Cuba, but st8ted 
of ratifying ERA to the voters of Ari- concern about Castro's human 
zona for their advice. rights and political prisoner. policy 

and Cuban behavior in Latin Amer­
ica and Africa. 

Castro did release some political 
prisoners, and Carter lifted a ban on 
American travel to Cuba. 

"The message from the Cubans in 
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SAN DRA O'CONN OR 

Selected votes as member of the Arizona State Senate, 1970-1975: 

PRO-ABORTION RECORD: 

o On February 26, 1970, co-sponsored Sen. John Roeder's 
bill providing for abortion-on-demand in Arizona. 

On April 29, 1970, voted "yes" on 6 to 3 
vote in Senate Judiciary Committee to 
report bill for Senate consideration. 

On April 30, 1970, voted "yes" on 10 to 6 
vote in Republican Majority Caucus to 
send bill to the Senate floor. (Rule 
required two-thirds affirmative vote 
in .Republican caucus in order for 
bill to be taken up in the Senate, 
and so bill was stopped by caucus despite 
O'Connor support.) 

o On February 8, 1973, co-sponsored total Family 
Planning bill (S. 1190) providing for birth control 
counseling and services (including "surgical techniques") 
for teenagers without parental consent. (Legislation 
supported by Planned Parenthood.) 

o On April 23, 1974, voted _"no" on 2 to 4 vote in Senate 
Judiciary Committee on memorial to Congress in support 
of a Human Life Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

o In May, 1974, voted "no" against Rep. Jim Skelly's 
amendment to prohibit the performance of abortions at 
the taxpayer-supported .University of Arizona hospital. 

PRO-E.R.A. RECORD: 

o On March 23, 1972, introduced bill (main sponsor) to 
ratify the Equal Rights Amendment approved and sent 
to the States by Congress .on March 22, 1972. (Had to 
receive special permission to introduce bill, since 
the filing deadline for introducing legislation had 
passed.} 

o In 1974, sponsored bill (SCR 1013) providing for a 
statewide referendum to . ratify the Equal Rights Amendment, 
thus by-passing the State Legislature. · 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

The Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the 
U.S. and Canada are or have released 
a statement expressing extreme 
disappointment with President Reagan's 
nominee to the Supreme Court. If 
this is not presently on a wire service 
it will be shortly. One of the Pro-Life 
groups was called by the Executive 
Director, Hersch Ginsberg of this 
group. 
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. ®ffttt nf tftl' .Attnmty Oienernl 
llJ ztsftingtnn, ll. <!1. 2ll53D 

July 7, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

FROM: KENNETH W. STARR 7'/u.J~ 
COUNSELOR TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

On Monday, July 6, 1981, I spoke by phone on two occa~iqns 

with Judge O'Connor~ She provided the following information with 

respect to her public record on family-related issues: 

As a trial and appellate judge, she has not had occasion 

to rule on any issue relating to abortion. 

Contrary to media reports, she has never attended or 

spoken at a women's rights conference on abortion. 

She was involved in the following legislative initiatives 

as a State Senator in Arizona: 
. . 

In 1973, she requested the~.prepara ion·-of a 

bill, which was subsequently .enacted, .which gave 

the right to hospitals, physicians and medical - -. 

personnel not to participate in abortions if the 

institution or individual chose not to · do so. -The· 

measure, Senate Bill- 1133, was passed in 1973. 

In 1973 , - she was a CO""'.'Sponsor (along with 10 ·­

other Senator·s) of a bill that would permit- state 

agencies to participate in "family planning" 

activities and to disseminate information with 

\ . 
.,;.-



respect to family planning. ._. The bill made no 

express mention of abortion and was .not viewed 

by then Senator O'Connor as an abortion measure. 

The bill died in Committee. She recalls no 

·controversy with respect to the bill and is 

unaware of any hearings on the proposed measure. 

In 1974, Senate Bill 1245 was passed by the 

Senate. Supported by Senator O'Connor, the bill 

as passed would have permitted the University of 

Arizona to issue bonds to expand existing sports 

facilities. In the House, an amendment was added 

providing that no abortions could be performed 

at any educational facility under the jurisdiction 

of the Arizona Board of Regents. Upon the measure's 

return from the House, Senator O'Connor voted 

against the bill as -amended, on the ground that 

the Arizona _ Constitution forbade enactment_- 0£,- 0 ,.:.:-=..-_=-:-,=--··-

. . , 

legislation treating unrelated subject matters. __ ~~ -- ­

In her view, the anti-abortion rider was unre·lated 

to the primary purpose of ·the bill, namely empowering 

the University - to issue _bonds to expand sports-·--

facilities. Her reasons - for so voting are -nowhere 

stated on the record . . ~:~~~-~~ 

In 1970, _ House Bill 2.0. was considered by. __ the Senate 

Committee on which Senator O'Connor then served. 

As passed by the House, the bill would have -repealed,-, .. 

,,-; 



... . .. . ,\. 
r • 

- 3 -

Arizona's then extant crimina\ prohibitions 

against abortion. The Committee majority voted 

in favor of this pre-Roe v. Wade measure; a 

minority on the Committee voted against it. 

There is no record of how Senator O'Connor voted, 

and she indicated that she has no recollection of 

how she voted. (One Senator voting against the 

measure did have his vote recorded.) 

Judge O'Connor further indicated, in response to my 

questions, that she had never been a leader or outspoken advocate 

on behalf of either pro-life or abortion-rights organizations. 

She knows well .the Arizona leader of the right-to-life movement, 

a prominent female physician in Phoenix, and has never had any 

disputes or controversies with her. 



SANDRA O'CONNOR 

,,./ ·. 
Selected votes as member of the Arizona State Senate, 1970-1975: 

PRO-ABORTION RECORD: 

o On February 26, 1970, co-sponsored Sen. John Roeder's 
bill providing for abortion-on-demand in Arizona. 

On April 29, 1970, voted "yes" on 6 to 3 
vote in Senate Judiciary Committee to 
report bill for Senate consideration. 

On April 30, 1970, voted "yes" on 10 to 6 
vote in Republican Majority Caucus to 
send bill to the Senate floor. (Rule 
required two-thirds affirmative vote 
in .Republican caucus in order for 
bill to be taken up in the Senate, 
and so bill was stopped by caucus despite 
O'Connor support.) 

o On February 8, 1973, co-sponsored total Family 
Planning bill (S. 1190) providing for birth control 
counseling and services (including "surgical techniques") 
for teenagers without parental consent. (Legislation 
supported by Planned Parenthood.) 

o On April 23, 1974, voted. "no" on 2 to 4 vote in Senate 
Judiciary Committee on memorial to Congress in support 
of a Human Life Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

o In May, 1974, voted "no" against Rep. Jim Skelly's 
amendment to prohibit the performance of abortions at 
the taxpayer-supported .University of Arizona hospital. 

PRO-E.R.A. RECORD: 

o On March 23, 1972, introduced bill (main spobsor) to 
ratify the Equal Rights Amendment approved and sent 
to the States by Congress on March 22, 1972. (Had to 
receive special permission to introduce bill, since 
the filing deadline for introducing legislation had 
passed.) 

o In 1974, sponsored bill (SCR 1013) providing for a 
statewide referendum to . ratify the Equal Rights Amendment, 
thus by-passing the State Legislature. · 



. ®fftn' nf tftP AttnntPQ OSPnPral 
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July 7, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

FROM: KENNETH W. STARR 1/uJ~ 
COUNSELOR TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

On Monday, July 6, 1981, I spoke by phone on two occasions 

with Judge O'Connor~ She provided the following information with 

respect to her public record on family-related issues: 

As a trial and appellate judge, she has not had occasion 

to rule on any issue relating to abortion. 

Contrary to media reports, she has never att~nded or 

spoken at a women's rights conference on abortion. 

She was involved in the following legislative initiatives 

as a State Senator in Arizona: 
. . 

In 1973, she requested the_preparation·-of a 

bill, which was subsequently .enacted, .which gave 

the right to hospitals, physicians and medical - ­

personnel not to participate in abortions if the 

institution or individual chose not to do so. The 

measure, Senate Bill 1133, was p a ssed in 1973. 

In 1973, · she was a co-sponsor (along with 10 · 

other Senator~) of a bill that would permi~state 

agencies to participate in "family planning" 

activities and to disseminate information with 

\ . 



respect to family planning. ..The bill made no 

express mention of abortion and was .not viewed 

by then Senator O'Connor as an abortion measure. 

The bill died in Committee. She recalls no 

· controversy with respect to the bill and is 

unaware of any hearings on the proposed measure. 

In 1974, Senate Bill 1245 was passed by the 

Senate. Supported by Senator O'Connor, the bill 

as passed would have permitted the University of 

Arizona to issue bonds to expand existing sports 

facilities. In the House, an amendment was added 

providing that no abortions could be performed 

at any educational facility under the jurisdiction 

of the Arizona Board of Regents. Upon the measure's 

return from the House, Senator O'Connor voted 

against the bill as -amended, on the ground that 

the Arizona Constitution forbade enactment. of=· -__ -..:. 

legislation treating unrelated subject matters . .. - -·--- -

In her view, the anti-abortion rider was unrelated 

to the primary purpose of the bill, namely empowering 

the University - to issue _bonds to expand sports · --

facilities. Her reasons - for so voting are nowhere 

stated on the record . . ,·. ; -" ..:.:.·_ ~ __ 

In 1970, House Bill 20 . was considered by. -the Senate , ____ -

Committee on which Senator O'Connor then served. 

As passed by the House, the bill would have repealed -- : .. 

/ 
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Arizona's then extant criminal prohibitions 

against abortion. The Committee majority voted 

in favor of this pre-Roe v. Wade measure; a 

minority on the Committee voted against it. 

There is no record of how Senator O'Connor voted, 

and she indicated that she has no recollection of 

how she voted. (One Senator voting against the 

measure did have his vote recorded.) 
. 

Judge O'Connor further indicated, in response to my 

questions, that she had never been a leader or outspoken advocate , 

on behalf of either pro-lif~ or abortion-rights organizations. 

She knows well the Arizona leader of the right-to-life movement, 

a prominent female physician in Phoenix, and has never had any 

disputes or controversies with her. 
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July 7, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

FROM: KENNETH W. STARR 1/uJ~ 
COUNSELOR TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

' . 

On Monday, July 6, 1981, I spoke by phone on two occasions 

with Judge O'Connor~ She provided the following information with 

respect to her public record on family-related issues: 
.... ~ ,.. l 

As a trial and appellate judge, she _has riot ~ ad occasio~ 

to rule on any issue relating to abortion. 

Contrary to media reports, she has never attended 

spoken at a women'~ rights conference on abortion. 

She was involved in the following Legislative initiatives 
. 

as a State Senator in .Arizona: _____ ._. ---·-~-,.. 
. /.' . . 

In 1973, she requested the preparation of a 

bill, which was subsequently enacted, which 

the right to hospitals, physicians and medical 
. 

personnel not to participate in abortions if _he 

institution or individual chose not to do so. The 

measure, Senate Bill 1133, was passed in 1973. 

In 1973, she was a co-sponsor (along with 10 

other Senators) of a bill that wo~ld 

agencies to participate in "family planning" 

activities and to disseminate information 

"/f?'f #J~ v~--~~ -~ 

/~~?~ ~ / ~/~:-~~ 
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respect to family planning. .. The bill made no 

express mention of abortion and was not viewed 

. by then Senator O'Connor as an abortion measure. 

The bill died in Committee. She recalls no 

·controversy with respect to the bill and is 

unaware of any hearings on the proposed measure. 

In 1974, Senate Bill 1245 was passed by the 

Senate. Supported by Senator O'Connor, the bill 

as passed would have permitted the University of 

Arizona to issue bonds to expand existing sports 

facilities. In the House, - an amendment was added 

providing that no abortions could be performed 

at any educational facility under the jurisdiction 

of the Arizona Board of Regents. Upon the measure's 

return from the House, Senator O'Connor voted 

against the b,ill as amended,_ on the ground that 

the Arizona _Constitutionc_.:forbade - e _I]._actment ~of __ 

legislation _.!_reating -31nrelat~d--__ s~bject matters_. 

In her view, . the anti~ab9r±ion ride~~w~s unrelated 

to the primary _ purpos_Ei? __ of the . ill, . . namely empowering 

the University,- to --issue bonds to .expand __ sports _ _. ._ . ,_ 

facilities. - _!!_er reason~- for so voting .. _?.re _ now her~ 

stated on the record. ... . - -· ,=-- ---·- ··- · -- ---- . 

In 1970, . House Bi-11 20 -was conside!'."ed by the _ _senate 

Committee on which Senator: O'Connor then served. __ _ 

As passed by the House, the bill would have repealed 
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Arizona's then extant crimina~ prohibitions 

agains~ abortion. The Committee majority voted 

in favor of this pre-Roe v. Wade measure; a 

minority on the Committee voted against it. 

There is no record of how Senator O'Connor voted, 

and she indicated that she has no recollection of 

how she voted. (One Senator voting against the 

measure did have his vote recorded.) 

Judge O'Connor fu~ther indicated, in response to my 

questions, that she had never been a leader or outspoken advocate 

on behalf of either pro-life _or abortion-rights organizations. 

She knows well the Arizona leader of the right-to-life movement, 

a prominent female physician in Phoenix, and has never had any 

disputes or controversies with her. 
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