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AN OPEN LETTER

To: President Francois Mitterand, president >f the Republic of France
Chancellor Helmut Schmitt, Chancellor ¢. the Federal Republic of Germany
President Ronald Reagan, President of t 2 United States

Dear Sirs:

We, Soviet members of the Divided Families Grou , appeal to you for your
support and understanding. For if peace and goodwi | among nations rests on
mutual respect for the rights of each other's citiz..1s, and especially their
families, then our plight is surely more than regre*“able.

Our situation: as Soviet citizens married to ci zens of the USA, France
and West Germany, we have been consistently deniad e right to join our spouses,
and in some cases children, now resident in your co tries. Some of us have
suffered such enforced separation for up to five ye s now. In no case have
the Soviet authorities any valid reason for withhol““ng our exit visas, a
flagrant violation of the Final Act of the Helsinki .ccords. Moreover, the
personal agony of separation from our loved ones is ggravated by the extremely
precarious position imposed upon us as "refuseniks" n a largely unsympathetic

society.

Repeated_applications to the Soviet authorities ave served only to
frustrate us still further. We are desparate. On ril 2, 1982, we began
a ten day hunger strike ending today. If no relief s forthcoming, we shall,
on May 10, 1982, strike again in earnest until we e released from such
cruel and unusual punishment -- either to join our milies, or by death.
We have no other choice.

We beg you, leaders of the countries we hope to aise oJr families in,
to do all you can to end this inhuman, unmotivated d totally unnecessary

tragedy.
Respec ully,

Tatian Azure

Yuri B ovlenkov
TIosif | blitsky
Tatyan: Lozansky

April 12, 1982
Moscow, USSR









