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'FICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

‘..

GENERAL COUNSEL January ll ’ 1982
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ' MICHAEL J. HOROWITZ
- COUNSEL TO THE DIRECTOR

4 ’
SUBJECT: NATIONAL PATRIOTISM WEE .“"r-_ \f/l"

By Senate Joint Resolution 34 (Public Law 96-421), the
President is requested to proclaim the week commencina on
the third Monday in February, 1982, as National Patri¢ ism
Week. The enclosed proclamation would fulfill that r¢ uest.

The proposed proclamation was submitted by the Veterans
Administration. It has been slightly revised in this ffice
for editorial reasons.

The propc 2d proclamation has the approval of the Dire¢ tor
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Enclosure
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THE WHITE nOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release March 19, 1981

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, 1981

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Our Nation's motto -- "In God We Trust" -- was not chosen
lightly. It reflects a basic recognition that there is a
divine authority in the universe to which this Nation owes
homage.

Throughout our history Americans have put their faith
in God and no one can doubt that we have been blessed for it.
The earliest settlers of this land came in search of religious
freedom. Landing on a desolate shoreline, they established
a spiritual foundation that has served us ever since.

It was the hard work of our people, the freedom they
enjoyed and their faith in God that built this country and
made it the envy of the world. 1In all of our great cities
and towns evidence of the faith of our people is found:
houses of worship of every denomination are among the oldest
structures.

While never willing to bow to a tyrant, our forefathers
were always willing to get to their knees before God. When
catastrophe threatened, they turned to God for deliverance.
When the harvest was bountiful the first thought was thanks-
giving to God.

Prayer is today as powerful a force in our Nation as it
has ever been. We as a Nation should never forget this source
of strength. And while recognizing that the freedom to choose
a Godly path is the essence of liberty, as a Nation we cannot
but hope that more of our citizens would, through prayer, come
into a closer relationship with their Maker.

Recognizing our great heritage, the Congress, by Joint
Resolution approved April 17, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 169h;
66 Stat. 64), has called upon the President to set aside a
suitable day each year as a National Day of Prayer.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the

United States of America, do hereby proclaim Thursday,

May 7, 1981, National Day of Prayer. On that day I ask all
who believe to join with me in giving thanks to Almighty God
for the blessings He has bestowed on this land and the pro-
tection He affords us as a people. Let us as a Nation join
together before God, fully aware of the trials that lie ahead
and the .eed, yes, the necessity, for divine guidance. WVith
unshakable faith in God and the liberty which is heritage, we

1 1 .

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this

nineteenth day of March , in the year of our
Lord nineteen hundred eighty-one, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.

RONALD REAGAN
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